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.     C     O^^jT.  TENTS. 

.  SERMON    XXXIV,— XLVI. 

I  Gofpel-PnaCT[)le   the  PJSundation  of  Gofpcl-Praftice  J 
I       or,  tlie  great  Duty  of  receiving  Chrill,  and  walking 
in  him,  opertjed,  -  -  '        ^  -  i 

Col.  ii.  6^  ^s^e  have  received  Cbrift  JefuSy  the  Lord^ 
^'  fo  ^allCye  in  ^bim*         ^, 

Afier  a  copious  iiitroduflion  and  fuocin^H;  divifion  of  tlie  words,  (hewing 
the  Icope  of  tlij^  Jtpoflle,  and  Lnic  of  the  vcrL-,  tlic  following  general 
topic^re  IianJled  ai  grcat^  JcngtJt  viz, 

I.  Tlic  Wl lever's  chaiaRcr  and  dignity,  as  a  receiver  df  Gbtlfi  Jcfus 

the  Lord^  delineated,         ■    'A  i4l 

|.   The  ail  cf  faith,  as  it  is  a  receiving  Ghrift,  opened)  ibidm 

*  What  is  fuppofeJ  in  it,  ■  ibidi 

Th.it  Ghrift  is  offered  in  the  gOfpel^  ^        ^4?  *5 

To  whom  he  is  offered^  15 

iiif                  ITpcn  wl.at  grounds^  18 

*  For  what  ends,  id 
In  w!)at  capacities^  465  80 

^«  What  t^iea  of  faith  confifts  Iri,  ''  27 

Jts  nature  and  qualities  opened,  28 

2.  The  objcd  of  this  adl,  viz,  Christ,  confidered^  3^ 

Bjth  dodrinally  and  perfonally^  §5^  37 

3,  The  capacities  Glirift  is  received  in^  4d 

As  a  Jefus  and  as  a  Lord,  41 9  42 

II.  The  believer's  duty,  viz,,  to  walk  in  Ghrift^  opentfd^  46 

1.  The  denomination  of  the  duty,  47 

It  denotes  pradlce,  ibtdi 

•iPimports  progrcfs^  *,                                                   51 

It  implies  permanency,  52 

2.  The  qualifications  of  the  duty^  si 

What  this  walk  fuppofes,  $$ 

*             •    What  it  excludes,  57 

What  it  includes,  59I 

l^That  it  in^rs,  64 

III.  The  rule  of  the  believer's  duty,  and  the  proportion  it  fhould  tear 

to  the  reception  of  Ghrifti  evinced,  6^ 

1.  The  proportion  of  this  walk  coniidcred^  both  as  to  the  a6l  and 

manner  of  the  reception,  ibidm 

2,  The  proportion  of  it  as  to  the  objcd  received,  in  the  text,         70 

As  the  Cbrifi^  dodlrinally.  and  perfonally,  71 

As  a  Jefus,  to  walk  in  him  before  God  and  the  worlds  7  J 

As  a  Lord,  the  Lord  of  }  our  life,  time,  graces,  comforts,  ordi- 
nances, duties,  ^c.  74 
The  proportion  of  the  believer's  walk  is  to  be  fuitablc  to  HX  \^^ 
particulars  dcduccabic  from  thcfe  three  gttkci^J?^  1^ 
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IV.  The  connexion  between  the  believe  A  i||^i||£cr  and  duty;  or 

'  between  receiving  Gh'rifl,  and  walking  iiHiini,  opciiod,      91 

The  connc<^ion  viewed  with  the  context,        -  92 

How  the  parts  of  the  text  ftand  connciSlcd,     ^  -^  96 

The  order  of  the  connci^ion  confidercd,  ibid, 

.  Why   there    muf^  be  a  receiving  befire  a  walking  in 

Ghrift,  •'  97 

Why  there  fhould  be  a  walking  in  him  nfter  the  rcccptiou 

of  him,  ^        ^  loi 

V.  The  application  of  the  fubje£l,  in  a  variety  of  ufcs,  106  I 

Ufc  !•  For  information,  to  inAruA  us  in  fomc  precious  truths,  107   ] 

Ufe  2.  For  rejjroof,  to  convidl  us  of  fome  errors,  both  dodrinal 

and  pra^ical,  .  *  117 

Six  do^lrinal  errors  refuted,  ^^  ^V^T  ^  ^^ 

Ten  praftical  errors  reprovcdj  ^  1^,-128 

Ufe  3*  For  examination,  ttWCry  our  faith  and  obedience,  129 

Faith,  as  it  receives  Chrift,  tried,  j^idm 

How  faith  is  wrought  by  the  Spirit,  1 30 

How  it  was  afted  ^en  Ghrifl  was  received,  134 

"Gofpel-obeditfiCe,  as  a  walking  in  Ghrifl,  tried,  140 

By  the  fcripture  qualities  of  it,  141 

By  the  gofpel  provifion  for  it,  148 

'Vfe  4.  For  exhortation,  to  excite  and  dircdlusboth  to  receive 

and  walk  in  Chrifl,  '    .  1 5.7 

(i.)  Unbelievers  exhbrted  to  receive  Chrift,  itkU 

1.  Who  may  be  denominated  unbelievers,  ij6 

Twelve  (jgns  of  unbelief,  ibid, 

2.  Six  motives  to  perfuade  to  receive  Ghrift,  161 
Eight  confiderations  to  engage  the'reto,  1^4 
An  eight-fold  generation  who  reject  him,  1 68 
Eight  bleffings  received  along  with  Ghrifl,  171 
Four  evil  things  received  by  the  rejeders  of  him.  I75 
The  malignity  of  upbclief  in  j£je<^ing  Ghrifl,  * '        1 78 

Its  flnfulnefs,  in  fix  particulars,  tbitL 

Its  hurtfulnef?,  in  four  particulars,  188 

The  excellency  of  faith  in  receiving  Ghrift,  191 

3.  Directions  ofTered  exciting  to  receive  Ghrifl,  1 96 
The  fad  flate  thefe  are  in  without  him,  1 97 
The  right  ufe  of  the  means  of  faith  to  be  (ludie(|^  1 99 
The  obftmdions  of  faith  to  be  removed,  202 

Six  of  thefe  impediments  mentioned,  ibid. 

Four  things  unbelief  induces  t©  build  on,  i^os 

The  art  of  pleading  for  grace  to  receive  Ghrifl,  206 

Six  things  that  may  be  pled,  ibid* 

4.  Ten  obje£Uons  removed  again fl  receiving  Ghrifl,  211' 
(2.)  Believers  cxliortfcd  to  waik  in  Ghrifl,  224  * 

Eight  confidcrations  ofil-red  for  clearing  this  walk,       225 
Ten  properties  and  qualities  of  this  way,  237 
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Motives  and  p^v^Jj^f  to  walk  in  ChriA,  238 

Ten  concggjttgysThwing  the  cxcclfkncy  of  this  walk,  ibid* 

Ttie  d^4P^  ^^  ^^'^'^  pointijp  out  tlic  neceffity  of  it^  264 

Ar^un^nts  cjfliting  to  a  Cbrifuan  walk,  Ond, 

The  glory  «F  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit^  .   ibkL 

T1i3  advantage  of  HHiin,                                       ^\  '"  269 

*'         The  credit  of  the  go fpcl,  274. 

Directions  in  order  to  ivalkiM  iipphrift,  277 

The  impediments  that  hinder  it  to  be  avoided,  JW« 

Ten  of  ihefc  mentioned,  277,-280 

Let  every^clion  in  life  be  a  ftepjiing  in  this  way,  281 

improve  tne  means  that  tend  to  advan4l  it,  285 

^     SERItt^N     XLVII,— LI. 

The  Main  Queftion  of  the  Gofpel  Catechifm,  What 

THINK    YE    OF    ChRIST  ?  28& 

Mat.  xxii.  42.  What  think  yt  of  Cbrljt  ? 

j^fter  an  introdn^ion  ^  the  words,  the  connection  traced,  the  occadon 
of  propounding  the  quefUon  afcertained,  the  words  themfclves  divided, 
explained,  their  cmphafis  pointed  out,^d  -f^  fcope  of  them  fummed 
up  in  a  do^lrinal  propofiiion,  the  following  general  heads  of  method 
are  illuArated,  «i;ix. 

I.  Some  general  remarks  premifcd  f5r  clearing  the  do<^rinc,  295 

II.  The  import  of  the  queftion  pointed  out,  301 
I.  Objeftively,  with  refped  to  Ghrift,  in  twelve  7  o 

•particuWe,  ^  \   Jor,_si4,384 

2;  AcUvcly,  with  refped  to  the  a6l  of  thinking,  384 

3.  Formally,  re/jpedling  the  quality  of  the  a6l,  324 

4«  Subje6lively,rcfpc<fling  the  perfons  to  whom  thcqueflion  is  put,  329 

III.  The  reafons  of  the  do6lrinc  afligned,  why  thig  is  the  leading  queilion 

in  the  Ghriftian  CateAifm,  336 

IV.  The  application  of  the  point,  in  a  variety  of  ufes^  344 
JJJe  I .  For  information,  in  four  ufcful  inferences^                        tbid» 

2.  For  conviiflion  and  reproof,  351 

;Who  thij|k  little  of  Ghrift,      '  352 

Six  caufes  why  the  world  think  little  of  him^  353 

3.  For  trial  and  examination,  359 

Ten  qualities  of  right  thoughts  of  Chrift^  tbidU 

Twenty  pofiiivc  evidences  of  them,  366 

4.  For  lamentation,  over  Chrlft-dcfpifers,  379 

5.  For  exhortation,  to  think  much  of  Ghrift,  380 

6.  For  advice,  highly  to  efteem  asid  commend  him,  382 
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*  an4  little,         ^    •    '  385 

Deut.  fli,  22.  And  the  Lord  tlt^  Qod  nvill  put  out  tJj^efe 
nations  before  ^Ay,  J^y  little  and  little. 
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III.  What  nations  of  enemies  oppofe  {hem  in  their  way  to  the  heavenJy 

Zion,  cnjimerated,  393 

IV.  Tiie  might/'Cql^quyor,  Hht  Lord  their  Qod^  dcfcribed,  400 
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SERMON     LIV. 

The  Femafe  Preacher ;  or,  the  Woman  of  Samaria's 
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John  iv.  29.    Comcy  fee  a  man   that  told  vie.  all  things 
that  e'ver  I  did!     Is  not  this  the  CJfriJi  ? 

The  context  being  viewed^  the  connc<flion  traced,  the  words  analized 

and  explained,   ^nd  wrapt  up  in  a  general  propofllion,  the  following 

general  topics  are  difcour fed.  hjiz, 
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*    ^01IXI9%  ^0XX9C  mWHW€  MwHW?    ? 

.S^E  R*M  6  N    XXXIV. 

GOSPE^pPRINCIPLE,  the  Pftindation  of  GOSPEL- 
PI^AQ(^ICE ;  or^  The  great  Duty  of  Receiving 
CHRIST,  and  Walki|g  in  him,  opened  ». 

CoLOB.  ii,  6.  ^ 

As yeJjavFreceived^hriftJefus  the  L^rd^fo  naalkye  in  bim, 

« 

YOU  have  here  fuch  an'  ordinary  text,  that  perhaps 
there  are  few  fMreient  jpu^  have  heard  lermons 
preached  upon  it ;  and  )^t  it  is  fudi  an  extraordinary- 
text,  ^at  we  can  never  hear  enouj^Mipon  ](p  nor  ever 
reach  Ife  the  bo(pom.  There  is  onore  in  it  l|^n  ever  yet 
we  faw  or  felt.  It  contains  a  fum  of  heart  and  life  re- 
ligion, aiw  of  all  that  concern^ither  faith  or  manners  ; 
a  GosPEL-fciNc<:pLE,  which  ii^oelieving  in  Chrift;  and  a 
Gospel-prJRtice,  a  wafting  in  him :  As  ye  have  re^ 
ceived  Cbrift  Jefus   the  Lord^  fo  ^Ik  ye  in  bim. 

The  apoftle  here,  in  this  ^piftle,  gives  a  good  copy 

to  all  the  minifters  of  Chrift  to  follow  in  ftieir^reaching 

and  teaching,    i.  To  inform  tlte  judgments  of  people, 

and  lay  a  good  ibundatioif  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift. 

flf  * 

*  This  fubje^  was  entered  upon  on  a  thank(giving-da}%  after  the 
^Icbration  of  the  fiicramerit  of  the  Lord^s  fupper  at  Kinglaflie ; 
ind  afterwards  finifhed  in  a  fcries  of  difcourfcs^  in  his  own  church  in 
Dunfermline,  in  the  year  1724; 

A  A  4  -i-'t^ 


8  T'be  Outy  of  Receiving  Christ, 

■^ 

2.  To  excite  their  affeftions  after  Chrift,  and  to  rouze 
and  awaken  them  to  a  walk  and  converfation  fiiitabie  to 
their  knowledge  and  faith;  knowing  that  there  can  be  no 
fure  building  erected  in  a  gofpel-walk,  unlefs  there  be  a 
fure  foundation  Paid  in  a  gofpel-principle.     That  the  be- 
lieving Goloffians  were  well  informed  and  inftnifted,  the 
apollle  obferves,  to  the  commendation#nd  prailS^f  free 
grace ;  and  he  exhorts  them  to  perfevere  in  the  doclrlne 
wlierein  they  were  taught  by  Epaphras,a  faithful  minifter 
of  Ghriil,  chap.  1.  7 . :  However,  there  wej e  falfe  teachers 
that  had  crept  in  among  them  who  were  ready  to  beguile 
thern  with  enticing  woras,  chap.  ii.  4.  and  thathad  adlu- 
ally  feduced  and  carried  away  the  Galatians  from,  their 
trud  faith  which  they  formerly  profeffed,  Gal.  1.  6,  7.*; 
yet  he  would  have  the  Goloffians  to  Hand  fall  in  their 
faith,  and  in  that  doflrine  which-  had  been  truly  and"^ 
honelUy  denvtre^d  to  them.     The  apoftle  commends  the 
Goloffians  for  thci#ftedfaftnefs,  as  you  fee  in  the  verfcs 
preceding  our  text;  and  yet  he  exhorts  them  more  and 
more  to  mis  duty,  as  you  fee  from  the  verfe  following 
the  text ;  w^hich  may  let  us  in  to  fomething  of  the  ifrtent 
of  the  text  itfelf ;  intimating,  t#at  the  doftrine.of  Chrift 
had  been  brought  to  them,  and  tjfey  had  believed  it, 
iind  received  it,  and  Ghrift  in  it,  and  that  though  this 
tvas  well,  yet  it  was  not  ^1 ;   they  were  therefore,  thro* 
grace,  to  perfevere4n  that  doftrine,  to  walk  forward  in 
the  knowltege  of  CKrlft,vand  his  gofpel,  and  in  tli«  prac  - 
tice  of  wharthfey  knew;  *' 

The  verfe  that  goes  before  the  text  fets  befijre  us  two 
things,  that  denote  the  gatfd  conftitution  and  temperament 
of  a  right  church,  fuch  as  the  cjeurch  of  theGdS^flians  was. 
i.  The  firll  is  its^ order ;'^0  out  it  makes  a  beautiful 
church  when  all  thin^  in  it  are  ordered  according  to  thp 
pattern  {^tr\  in^.the  mount,  with  refpeft  to  the  doftrine, 
MTorlhip,  difcipline,  and  government!  When  the  doftrine 
is  f:)und  and  lively  ;  the  wojfhip,  pure  and  fpiritual ; 
difcipline,  powerful  and  impartial^  and  the  government, 
beautiful  and  regular :  but  it  is  a  very  unpleafant  ap- 
pearance in  a  church,  when  confufion,  with  refpe.£t  to 
all  thefe,  doth  take  place.  2.  The  fecond  was  lledfaftnefs 
in  the  faith.  The  ap^^ftle  rejoiced  to  behold,  in  the  church 

of 
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<rf  Coloffe,  not  only  their  order,  but  their  ftedfaftnefs  in 
^'the  faith  of  Chritt,  in  the  doftrine  of  the  gofpel;  for, 
when  a  church  fails  in  this,  then  all  goes  to  wreck.  If 
the  apoftle  Paul  were  on  earth,  and  to  write  an  e- 
piftle  to  the  church  of  Scotland,  would  any  think  that  he 
would  have  this  to  commend  us  for,  our  order  and  fted- 
faftnefs in  the  faitli  ?  O  for  fuch  a  profpeft  of  affairs  in 
this  ifland,  that  we  who  have  been  Corinthians,  in  re- 
fj:)e£l  of  our  diforders  and  divifions,  and  Galatians,  in  re- 
fpeft  of  our  unftedfaftnefs  in  the  riglit  faith  of  Chrift,  and 
the  revolt  of  many  from  Reformation-truth,  may  become 
Coloffians  in  refpeft  of  our  order  and  ftedfaftnefs  in  the 
faith;  "  I  joy  to  behold  your  order  and  ftedfafljiefs," 
faith  the  apoftle. 

Now,  as  tl^ere  are  two  things  in  that  preceding  verfe 
that  fliew  tlie"  good  conftitution  of  a  church  in  general ; 
fo,  in  this  text,  there  are  two  things  that  ihow  and  fet 
forth  the  good  ttate  of  any  church-member  in  particular, 
or  of  a  true  Chriftian ;  the  firft  is,  the  receiving  of  Chrift 
Jefus  the  Lord;  the  fecond  is,  a  walking  in  hira.  And 
we  may  conceive  thefe  two  as  having  a  reference  to  two 
things  mentioned  in  theTpreceding  verfe,  namely,  order 
and  ftedfaftnefs  ;  for,  as  there  is  no  order,  but  all  in 
confiifion  in  that  foul  where  there  is  no  faith,  or  receiv- 
ing of  Chrift;  fo  there  is  no  ftedfaftnefs  in  faith,  where 
there  is  no  walking  in  him.  And  as  the  text  ftands  pro- 
perly  connected  with  the  former  verfe  by  tlie  particle 
therefore;  As  ye  iave  therefore  received  Chrift 
Jefus  the  Lord^fo  walk  ye  in  hlmi  From  the  conneftion 
;.  of  thefe  two  verfes,  I  fay,  you  may  obferve,  *  That 
.>  churches '-of  the  beft  conftitution,  both  for  the  otder 
'  *  and  ftedfaftnefs  of  their  fatth,  had  need  to  be  exhort- 
*  ed  to  hold  faft  their  principles  and  to  keep  their  way.* 
This  obfervation,  I  think,  may  be  obvious  to  you  at  tlie 
firft  view ;  it  is  the  fcope  of  the  apoftle  all  along  in  tlie 
chapter  to  fortify  this  church  againft  fwerving  and  de- 
clining from^the  truths  of  Chrift  ;  and  why  does  he  fo  ? 
-  even  becaufe  truth  is  but  one,  and  when  received  is'  all 
reduceable  to  this  one  word,  the  receiving  of  Chrift  Jefus. 
tlie  Lord;  who  is  the  centre  of  truth.  Truth,  I  fay,  is 
but  one,  let  all  the  men  of  the  world  fay  what  they  can 


%o  .  Tie  Duty  of  Receiving  Christ,  j 

about  it,  or  the  feveral  branches  of  it,  truth  is  fimple.  I 
and  one  ;  but  error  is  many.  And  the  apoftle,  in  order  ' 
to  fortify  them  from  fwerving  from  the  truth,  offers  fe- 
veral caveats  in  this  chapter. — One  is  verfe  4.  "  And 
this,  I  fay,  left  any  man  ihould  beguile  you  with  enticing 
words."  Enticing  words  are  the  bait  wherewith  the 
credulous  and  fimple  fort  of  people  are  takeif;  fuch  as 
the  apoftle  notices,  Rom.  xvi.  17,  18.  ^he  fimple  are 
they  that  are  caught  witli  this  bait  of  enticing  words,  like 
merchants  that  put  off  flight  and  corrupt  wares  with  the 
fineft  words.— Another  caveat  isver.8.  '*  Bev/are  leftany 
man  fpoil  you  thro'  philofophy  and  vain  deceit,  after  the 
tradition  of  men;  after  the  rudiments  of  the  world,  and 
riot  after  Chrift:"  and  as  the  former  is  a  bait  to  the  fim- 
pile;  fo  here  is  a  bait  to  the  more  learned,  where  human 
pliilofophy,  and  natural  reafonings  are  fet  \h  oppofition  to 
fcriptural  truth,*as  it  is  in  Ghrift  Jefus. — ^A  third  caveat 
is  ver.  16.  "Let  no  man  therefore  judge  you"  in  meat  or 
in  drink,  or  in  refpefl  of  an  holy  day,  or  of  the  new  moon 
or  of  the  Sabbath-day."  Where  he  cautions  them  againft 
all  legal  ceremonies,  the  error  of  Judaizers,  and  thefe 
that  are  fymbolizers  with  cereraeny-mongers. — ^A  fourth 
caveat  he  gives,  even  to  this  church  of  ColofTe  is,  verfe- 
18,  19.  "  Let  no  man  beguileryou  of  your  reward,  in  a 
voluntary  humility  and  worftiipping  of  angels,  intruding 
into  thofe  tilings  which  he  hath  not  feen,  vainly  puft  up 
with  his  fleflily  mind :  and  not  holding  tlie  head  from 
which  all  the  body,  by  joints  and  hands,  having  nourifh- 
nient  minjftred,  and  knit  together,  increafeth  with  the 
incrcafe  of  God."  Where  the  apoftle  cautions  againft  ^ 
ftrange  paradoxes  and  opinions  in  religion.  Altho'  fome^ 
for  maintaining  the  faith  of  tfieir  forefathers,  have  been 
calumniate  as  if  they  were  bringing  in  new  fchemes  of 
doftrine  *,  we  could  ftiow  how  fome,  in  oppofition  to 
them,  have  brought  in  ftrange  opinions  that  were  never 
before  heard  tell  of  in  this  church;  fuch  as,  gofpel-re- 
pentance  before  faith  and  juftification;  a  new  fcheme  and 
principle  that  may  be  charged  with  not  holdifig  the  Head, 
Jefus  Ghrift,  and  faitliin  him,  as  the  head  of  allother  gofpel- 

♦  Tliefe  who  cfoouicd  the  Marrow  do^rine,  at  this  time  cb'ntro verted, 
W«rc  tJ'ii'  uniuilly  accufedt     Sv^c  Vol.  L  p.  232,    Vol.  If,  p.  304,  30.7. 
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graces.  Ofthis  nature  is  that  of  maintaining  the  believer's 
obl-Jlation  to  take  the  law  out  of  the  hand  of  a  God  out 
of  Chrift.  How  is  this,  and  many  other  points  that  I 
could  naifle,  chargeable  with  not  holding  the  Head  Chrift, 
from  which  all  the  body  by  joints  and  bands,  having 
nourilhment  miniltrcd^^nd  knit  together,  increafeth  with 
the  increafe  of  God? — A  fifth  caveat  is  againft  all  fuper- 
ftitious  ordinances  of  men,  ver.  21,  22,  23.  Thefe  fu- 
perftitious  ordinances  of  men  are  but  a  tempting  of  God, 
A6ls  XV.  10.  *'  Wiiy  tempt  yc  GoS  to  put  a  yoke  upon 
the  neck  of  difciples,  which"  neither  we,  nor  our  fattfers, 
were  able  to  bear  ?"  The  apollle  there  fpeaks  of  Itigal  c^'re- 
monies  that  were  inftituted  of  God,  after  they  c4i^^ 
be  abolilhed;  and  the  argument  is  the  ilronger:  f<iT{S(lK' 
was  a  tempting  of  God  to  make  ufe  of  thefc  ccremoAfcft^ 
that  God  himfelf  had  inftituted  of  old,  then  what jHiqpcHtfHj 
gious  tempting  of  God  is  it  to  bring  in  mch'5::i5|fiptfiitfc  .  fj 
ous  and  ceremonial  fervice  into  the  worfliip  of  Gocl,  as 
is  intirely  of  human  invention? — In  a  word,  the  fixth 
caveat  is  againft  all  deviations  whatfoever  from  Chrift 
and  his  truth,  and  this  is  the  fcope  of  the  whole  chapter: 
He  fortifies  them  againft  all  deviations  and  declinings; 
and  how  does  he  that?  juft  as  you  would  do  a  hgufe  that 
leans  to  tlie  one  fide;  Avhat  would  yon  do?  furely  you 
would  labour  to  get  it  upright  and  perpendicular  to  its 
foundation:  Even  fo,  the  apoiUe  ilrivcs  to  make  the 
church  here  perpendicular,  and  upright  upon  their  foun- 
dation, and  that  is  Chrift  and  his  doftrine ;  exhorting 
them,  under  the  phrale  of  holding  the  head,  ver.  19.  and 
.  getting  a  full  affurance  of  underftanding  to  the  acknovv*. 
Icdgment  of  the  myftery  of  God.  And  fo  in  the  text, 
"and  immediate  context,  it  is  exprefied  by  a  walking  in 
him,  a  beingjjrooted  and  built  up  in  him,  and  eftabliftied 
in  the  faith  as  ye  have  been  taught,       v 

The  apoftle  here  ufeth  fimilitudes  ;  and  there  are . 
thefe  three  coniparifons  couched  here.  1.  That  Chrift 
is  the  way;  and  this  is  implied  in  thefe  words,  w^/i  ye 
in  bim.  2.  That  Chrift  is  the  root,  and  this  is  implied 
in  thefe  words,  rooted  in  bim.  3.  Tfa^t  Chrift  is 'the 
foundation,  and  that  is  implied  ia,  thefe  words,  iuHt  ufi 
in  him,    .Why,  fay  you,  how  can  a  man  ftand  reoted 
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and  ftable,  and  yet  walk  ?  Why,  you  may  walk,  and 
yet  keep  your  way  ftedfaft ;  you  may  build,  andj^yet 
build  high  iji  Chrift ;  you  may  be  rooted  in  Ghrift,  the 
true  vine,  and  yet  grow  in  him.  And  henc&  that  em- 
phafis,  in  the  6th  and  7th  verfes,  As  ye  have  received^ 
and,  As  ye  have  been  taught.  Why^  fome  may  think  they 
cannot  grow  unlefs  they  change  and  over-grow  their 
principles,  as  a  child  does  over-grow  his .  old  clothes. 
But  why  cannot  a  nian  mend  his  pace,  and  yet  go  on 
in  his  right  path  ftill?  Cannot  a  man  build  high,  and  yet 
build  upon  the  foundation  Ifiil  ?  Cannot  a  man  grov/  in 
grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  truth 
of  Chrift,  and  yet  grow  upon  the  everlafting  root  ftill  ? 
Yea,  furely :  we  are  to  walk  as  we  have  received,  and 
to  be  eftabliihed  as  we  have  been  taught.  And  here. is 
comfort  to  belig^^ers  that  are  of  the  loweft  form,  fuch  as 
have  no  gwsat  ffock  of  knowledge  to  trade  with  in  diffi- 
cult queftions  ;  here  there  is  comfort,  that  fundamental 
points  are  few  and  clear;  fo  few,  that  a  weak  capacity, 
in  any  meafure  divinely  fpiritualized,  may  bear  them; 
and  fo  clear,  that  a  dim  eye,  in  any  meafure  divinely 
enlightened,  may  fee  them.  Would  you  know  what  is 
the  fiel4  where  all  the  flowers  of  truth  grow  ?,  It  is 
the  word :  Therefore  fays  Chrift,  Search  the  Scriptures^ 
for  thefe  ere  they  that  teftify  of  me.  The  Scripture  is 
God's  word,  God's  field  ;  and  Chrift  is  the  treafure  hid 
in  the  field :  fearch  in  that  field  till  you  find  the  treafure, 
and  then  you  will  find  all  truth  treafured  up  in  them. 
Hence  the  apoftle,  Eph.  ii.  20,  fums  up  all  fundamental 
truths  in  two  words  to  believers;  "  Ye  are  built  upon  the 
foundation  of  the  apoftles  and  prophets,  Jefus  Chrift  him- 
felf  being  the  head  corner-ftone."  There  is  the  fum-total 
of  doftrinal  fundamentals,  or.  fundamental  doftrines. 
Yea,  the  very  feme  apoftle  hath  learned  us  to  fum  up 
all  in  one  word,  '^riAu  xmC  m  «■««  x^is-*?.  Chrift  is  All,  and 
in  all.  God  can,,  with  oJie  glance  of  Qffrift^s  glory,  in 
the  light  of  his  word  and  Spirit,  give  you  a  view  of  all. 
Why,  the  Scripture  is  to  believed,  becaufe  it  is  in- 
fpired  by  God,  it^is  a  garden  of  God's  planting  ;  but 
there  is  a  garden  within  that  garden  5  the  gofpel  is  the 
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paradife  of  the  whole  fcripture,   and  Chrift  is  the  tree 
of  life  in  the  midft  of  that  gofpel-paradife. 

But  befijjcs  the  doftrinal  fundamentals,  there  are  what 
we  may  call  pradlical  fundamentals,  which  pertain  to  tlie 
ftate  and  being  of  a  true  Chriftian,  and  thefe  are  two, 
and  they  arel)oth  in  our  text;  the  one  is  a  receiving  of 
Chrift  Jcfus^  and  the  other  is  a  ^walking  in  bim.  The 
former,  viz.  the  receiving  of  Cbrifty  is  nccefl|ry  to  tlie 
cffence  and  being  of  a  Chriftian;  the  latter,  viz.  Hjoclking 
in  Cbrifty  is  neceffary  to  the  progrefs,  growth,  and  well- 
being  of  a  Chriftian. 

Kbw,  in  tlie  words,  you  niay  notice  thefe  four  things. 
I.  The  believer's  cbaraEier  and  ffi^ilege;  he  is  one  that 
hath  received  Cbrift  Jefus  the  Lord.  2.  The  believer'3 
duty  J  namely,  to  walk  in  bim.  3.  The  rule  of  his  duty, 
which  is  to  walk  in  him  as  he  hath  receivied  him.  4.  The 
conneSion  betwixt  the  character  and' the  duty,  the  one 
being  fuppofed  to  the  other,  gofpel-faith  being  the 
ground  of  gofpel-praflice  ;  no  walking,  in  Chrift,  unlefs 
tiiere  be  a  receiving  of  him  :  As  ye  have  received  Cbrift 
Jefus  tbe  Lord,,  fo  Vialk  ye  in  bim. 

Now,  I  ftiall,  as  the  Lord  may  affift,  explain  thefe 
parts  of  the  text,  in  thje  profecution  of  this  doftrine. 

Observ,  That  as  true  believers  are  thefe  that  have 
received  Cbrift  Jefus  tbe  Lord :  fo  they  ought  tM 
walk  in  bim  as  they  have  received  hitn* 

The  method  may  be  according  to  the  feveral  parts 
of  the  text. 

I.  To  fpeak  of  the  believer's  cbaraSler  and  dignity 
as  a  receiver  of  Chrift  JefuSfthe  Lord* 

II.  To  fpeak  of  the  believer's  duty^  namely,  to  walk 
in  Chrift*.  '^ 

"'    III.  To  fpeak  of  the  rule  of  his  duty,  and  the  propor- 
tion  it  Ihould  bear  to  his  reception  of  Chrift,  name- 
ly, that  he  is  to  walk  in  Chrift  as  he  hath  received  • 
him. 
IV.  Tq  fpeak  of  the  connexion  betwixt  the  charader 
and  the  duty,  or  between  receiving  Ghrvft  «.\55i 
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walking  in  Him ;  where  we  may  inquire  into  the 
order  of  this  connexion  and  the  reafon  of  it. 
V.  Draw   fome   Inferences    for   tlie  ApuUcation  of 
the  whole. 

L  The  firft  general  Head  is  to  fpeak  of  \he  believer's 
character;  he  is  one  that  receiveth  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord. 
Receiving  Chrill  and  believing  in  him  are  equivalent 
terms;  John  i.  12.  "  To  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  gave  he  pjwer  to  become  the  fons  of  God,  even 
to  them  that  believe  in  his  name."  And  as  tliey  have 
power  J  or  privilege^  to  become  the  fons  of  God,  bvbe- 
lieving  in  him,  or  raCf  iving  him ;  fo  they  have  p^er 
to  receive  him  by  virtue  of  their  receiving  the  fpirit  of 
faith,  by  the  means  of  the  doctrine  of  faith,  or  the  gofpel- 
do6lrine,Gal. iii.  2,  "Received  ye  the  Spirit  by  tlie  works 
of  the  law,  or  by  ttie  hearing  of  faith?" — But  that  I  may 
fpeak  more  clofely  to  this  point,  the  receiving  of  Chrift 
Jefus  the  Lord;  the  texj:  leads  me  to  inquire  into  three 
things.  1.  The  aft  of  faith,  as  it  is  n  teceiving.  2.  The 
obje£t  of  it,  Chrift.  3.  The  capacil^,  or  refpecl,  under 
which  this  objeft  is  received,  namely,  as  he  is  Chrift, 
Jcfu5^  the  Lord.  Thefe  points  being  very  great  and 
momentuous,  I  would  touch  at  them  feverally. 

Firft,  The;  act  of  faith,  it  is  called  a  receiving  of 
Chrift.  Now,  to  explain  this  a6t  of  receiving  Chrift, 
as  diftinftly  as,  through  grace,  I  can,  you  may  notice 
that  it  hath  fomething  fuppofed  that  it  relates  to,  and 
fomething  imported  that  it  confifts  in. 

i/>.  It  hath  fomething  fuppofed  that  it  relates  to.  This 
receiving;  then  does  refer  or  relate  unto  fome  offer  or 
tender  that  is  made  of  Chrift  to  him  that  does  receive 
him.  For  Chrift  is  ullknown  to  nature,  he  is  unknown 
to  reafon,  and  unknown  to  the  wifdom  of  the  wifeft  men 
upon  the  earth,  until  he  be  revealed  and  offered,  there 
being  no  footfteps  of  the  gofpel  in  the  heart  or  nature 
of  man ;  whatfoever  there  may  be  of  the  law,  there  is 
none  of  the  gofpel.  Now,  therefore,  receiving  relates 
to  offering  ;  a  receiving-hand  hath  relation  to  an  offer- 
ing-hand, holding  forth  Chrift  to  be  received,  and  that 
i$  the  hand  of  God's  free  grace  in  the  difpenfation  of 

the 


SeR.  XXXrV".        and  Walking  in  bim^  opened.  15 

the  gofpel.  And  this  offer  of  Chrift  unto  fmners  in  the 
gbfpel,  in  order  to  their  being  believers,  is  fometiraes 
in  fcripture  called  a  giving  of  Chrirt, John  iii.  27.  "A  man 
can  receive  nothing,  unlefs  it  be  given  to  him  from  hea- 
ven." And  therefore  we  maintain,  that  as  it  is  the  duty 
of  all  that  hear  this  gofpel  to  receive  Chritt,  and  believe 
*TO  him;  fo  it  is  the  privilege  of  all  that  hear  the  gofpel, 
that  (JJiriit  is  given  to  them  in  the  offer  thereof.  It  is 
true,  the  giving  in  poffeffion  follows  faith ;  My  Father 
givetb  you  the  f^ue  bread.  The  taking-hand  cf  faith, 
prc-fuj^fes  tlie  giving-hand  of  God.  God's  promife  in 
the  golpel  is  tlie  offering-hand,  that  offers  Chrill ;  a 
faving  faith  of  God's  operation,  is  the  receiving-hand 
which  goes  forth  to  the  hand  that  offers  ;  and  when 
thefe  two  hands  meet  together,  then  the  work  is  done, 
there  is  a  refeciving.  But  that  you  may  the  better 
ttnderftand  this  point  of  receiving  Chrift,  by  confidering 
this  offer  that  receiving  relates  to,  there  are  three  things 
that  may  be  obferved.  i.  To  what  kind  of  perfons  the 
gofpel  offers  Chrift.  2.  Upon  what  grounds.  3.  For 
what  ends.  Mark  thefe  three  then  in  the  offer  of 
Chrift. 

I.  To  what  kind  of  perfons  the  offer  is  made.  To 
whom  doth  the  hand  of  the  promife  hold  them  out  ? 
The  perfon  to  whom  he  is  held  out,  is  no  other  than  a 
loft  finner,  a  loft  foul;  Chrift  came  to  feek  and  fave  them 
that  were  loft :  I  mean  not  only  thefe  that  are  fenfible  of 
their  loft  ilate,  but  thefe  that  are  in  a  loft  ftate,  whether 
they  be  fenfible  of  it  or  not:  if  the  gofpel  comes  to  them, 
the  offer  of  Chrift  comes  to  them:  ".  To  you,  O'men,  dcj 
I  call;  and  my  voice  is  to  the  fons  of  men.'*  We  are  war- 
ranted to  preach  the  gofpel  to  every  rational  creature, 
Mark  xvi.  15.  The  offer  of  Chrift  comes  to  you.  Why, 
may  not  fm  exclude  us  from  the  offer  ?  By  no  means ; 
for  Chrift  came  to  feve  finners,  i  Tim.  i.  15.  If  finners 
were  excepted,  all  mankind  would  be  excepted  ;  for  all 
have  finned.  But  is  it  to  grofs  finners  ?  Yea,  Ifa.  i.  18. 
**  Come  let  us  reafon  together, — ^though  your  iniquities 
were  like  fcarlet,  I  will  make  them  white  as  fnow;  tho* 
they  be  red,  like  crimfon,  I  will  make  them  as  wool." 
To  murderers  of  the  Lord  gf  glory  was  the  offer  madi5> 
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Afts  ii,  41.  But  are  mockers  and  fcorners  under  the 
offer  ?  Yea,  they  are,  as  you  fee,  Prov.  i.  22,  23.  But 
what  if  a  perfon  cares  not  for  the  offer,  and  thinks  him- 
fslf  happy  enough  without  Chrift,  and  believes  himfelf 
well  enough  as  he  is  without  him ;  is  the  offer  of  Chrift 
to  fuch  ?  Certainly  it  is  ;  *'  Wherefore  do  you  fpend 
money  for  that  which  is  not  bread;  and  your  labour  fe^  . 
that  which  fatisfieth  not  ?  Hearken  diligently  unto  me,  ^* 
and  eat  ye  that  which  is  good;  and  let  your  foul  delight 
itfelf  in  fatnefs,"  Ifa.  Iv,  i,  2.  But  if  a  man  be  neither 
convinced  of  fin  or  mifery,  nor  fee  any  need  of  Chrift, 
is  Chrift  offered  to  him?  Yea,  undoubtedly  he  is;  Rev. 
iii.  18.  "  I  counfel  thee  to  buy  of  me  gold  tried  in  the  fire, 
that  thou  mayeft  be  rich; .  and  white  raiment  that  thou, 
mayeft  be  cloathed."  Let  them  venture  to  fhut  tlie  door 
of  the  gofpel-ofier  who  will,  we  muft  open  it  in  God's 
name  to  all  who  hear  this  gofpel,  and  tell  them  that 
Chrift  is  offered  to  them,  that  he  niay  be  received  by 
them;  and  if  there  were  no  offer,  it  would  not  be  their 
duty  to  receive,  and  fo  unbelief  would  not  be  their  fin. 
Again,  let  them  Ihift  the  offer  of  the  gofpel  who  will, 
and  think  Chrift  is  not  offered  to  them,  this  offer  will  rife 
up  in  judpneat  againft  them,  if  they  do  not  anfwer  it;  for, 
He  that  believetb  not,  Jhall  be  damned.  And  one  of  two 
fliaU  take  place  upon  this  univerfal  offer,  either  ye  fhall'* 
receive  him  asoffered,  or  ye  fhall  all  be  made  inexcufablc 
that  receive  him  not:  I  am  pretty  fure,  tho'  we  reach  not 
the  firft,  yet  the  fecond  fliall  take  place,  tho'  I  Ihould 
fay  no  more  than  I  have  faid.  Tlie  gofpel-offer  does 
not  tell  who  will  come ;  for  many  get  the  offer  who  will 
ntever  receive  the  gift  offered  to  them  :  but  it  tells  wio 
Jbould  come^  and  that  is  <ill  .•  But  tho*  all  fhould  come, 
whether  they  be  fenfible  of  their  loft  ftate  or  not :  yet 
thefe  that  fee  themfelves  ioft,  are  in  the  faireft  way  to 
receive  the  offer  of  a  Saviour;  and  none  will  come,  till 
God  make  them  fee  themfelves  loft  and  undone  without 
Chrift,  as  all  of  you  are  loft  indeed,  though  few  are 
fenfible  of  their  loft  ftate.  However,  I  fay  to  loft  fouls, 
Chrift  is  offered  to  thefe  that  are  fpoiled  by  the  fentence 
of  the  law,  arraigned,  convifted,  condemned,  and  ac- 
curfed ;  th^  hand  of  Uie  gofpel-pronufe  holds  -out  QYfi^ 

to 
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to  you;  for,  where  Mofes  leaves  you,  there  Joihua  finds 
you  ;  where  the  law  ends,  there  the  gofpel  begins  :  the 
law  ends  in  the  ihipwreck  of  the  finner,  in  fplittin^;;  him 
upon  the  rock  of  its  terrors  and  curfes,  drowning  him 
in  the  ocean  of  divine  wrath,  and  fmking  him  into  the 
depths  of  defpair  ;  and  juft  there  the  gofpel  begins  ;  it 
comes  to  the  bottom  of  the  pit  of  fin  and  mifery,  and 
offers  a  Chrift,  a  Saviour*  Thus,  where  Mofes  leave* 
you,  there  JoHiua  finds  you-  Wlien  the  law  ctids,  Chrift 
begins  ;  and  when  the  foul  is  fo  Ihipwrecked  by  the  law, 
that  he  is,  as  it  were,  all  to  pieces,  to  fuch  an  one  is 
the  gofpel-offer  moft  welcome ;  for  the  hand  of  grace 
holds  forth  Chrift,  like  a  plank  after  ftiipwreck,  a  plank 
to  fwun  aftiore  upon-  Such  a  foul  is  encouraged  to  lee 
no  other  qualification  required  of  him  to  come  to  Chrift, 
and  receive  him,  but  juft  that  he  is  loft,  which  he  finds 
himfelf  to  be ;  and  there  is  no  other  condition  or  quaii- 
fication  required,  but  that  you  be  a  loft  man,  a  fmful 
iniferaMe  perfon.  Some  will  offer  Chrift  upon  fuch  and:  . 
fuch  terms,  faying,  you  muft  be  fo  and  fo  humbled,  fa 
and  fo  penitent,  before  Chrift  can  be  offered  to  you ;  fo 
that  a  man  tliat  finds  himfelf  a  loft,  finful,  unhumbled, 
impenitent,  wretched  creature,  can  never  come  to  their 
hand,  or  meddle  with  what  they  offer :  juft  like  a  man 
holding  out  a  cup  of  excellent  wine  to  his  friend,  and 
offering  him  a  drink,  but  in  the  mean  time  he  hath  made 
the  wine  fcalding  hot  upon  the  fire,  fo  as  the  man,  to 
whom  it  is  offered,  dare  not  touch  it  with  his  lips:  even 
fo,  .many  offer  Chrift,  and  hold  forth  the  cup  of  falva- 
tion  to  the  people,  but  they  heat  their  gofpel-liquor,  as 
•  it  were,  red  hot  upon  the  fire  of  the  law ;  I  mean,  with 
fo  many  legal  terms,  conditions,  and  qualifications,  that 
the  poor  foul,  that  finds  himfelf  a  loft  finner,  every  way 
finful,  deftitute  of  all  good  qualifications,  dare  not  come 
near,  and  thinks  he  may  not,  he  ought  not  to  come 
near  with  his  lip  to  tafte  it.  We  need  be  at  no  pains  to 
hinder  finners  from  coming  to  Chrift,  to  receive  the; 
offer,  for  they  are  unwilling  enough  of  themfelves.  Be- 
fides  that,  they  will  never  have  a  good  qualification  till 
they  come  to  him  and  receive  him,  and  all. good  in  him; 
all  grace  and  gloxy,  all  holinelk  and  hs^pi»eJ[s.*^Thus 
35roL.  HI.  f  B  "       ^-o^i 
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you  fee  to  what  kind  of  perfons  the  oiFer  of  Chrift  is  ma<fev 
which  the  receiving  of  .Ghrift  doth  relate  to. 

2.  Upon  what  ground  is  the  offer  made?  Or,  whatis 
the   ground  upon  which  Qirift  is  ofiered  ?     To  this  I 
anfwer,  only  in  general,  It  is  jull  upon  the  ground  of 
free  grace ;  fbvereign  grace  in  Ghrift  crucified.     And 
hence  the  gofpel  is  called  by  the  name  of  Grace,  Tit. 
ii.  II.  ^'  The  grace  of  God  that  bringeth  falvation  hath 
appeared  to  all  men;"  or,  as  in  the  margin,.  "  The  grace 
of  God  that  bilngetli  falvation  to  all  men:"  it  brings  the 
offer  of  Chrift,  and  fo  of  falvation  to  all  men  to  whom 
the  gofpel  comes ;   and  it  is  grace  that  does  it,  without 
'  the  confideration  of  any  condition,  or  qualification  In  us. 
Sovereign  grace  is  a  thiilg  tliat  can  neither  be  promoted 
by   our  goodnefs,  or  hindered  by  our  badnefs.     Free 
^grace,  that  makes  the  offer,  looks  neitlier  to  the  worthi- 
^nefs,  nor  unworthinefs  of  the  receiver ;  neither  to  his 
merit,  nor  demerit ;  neither  to  the  merit  of  his  virtue^ 
nor  the  demerit  of  his  vice.     It  is  the  hand  of  the  pro- 
mife  that  offers  Ghrift  to  the  loft  finner,  upon  the  ground 
©f  free  grace  alon.e  :   and  here .  is  the  moft  inviting  en- 
couragement to  a  loft  finner  that  can  be,  that  as  he  hath 
no  worthinefs  to  plead  for  liim,  [which  if  he  had,  grace 
would  be  no  grace;]  'fo  his  unworthinefs  is  no  bar 
Jigainft  him;    for,  if  it  were,  then  grace  would  be  no 
grace  alfo  in  this  refpeQ::  for  if  your  worthinefs  did  work 
it,  then  it  would  not  be  the  work  of  grace  ;  or,  if  your 
unworthinefs  did  hinder  it,  then  it  would  not  be  the. 
doing  of  grace :  yea,  grace  would  never  do  any  thing 
at  all ;  for  all  are  unwortliy.    Here  there  is  encourage- 
ment to  all  finners  to  receive  an  offered  Ghrift..    But   ' 
v/hat  is  the  obftrudlion  ?  Why,  when  a  man  Ihould  take  ' 
hold  of  Ghriil,  then  his  heart  goes  about  to  mar  the  free- 
dom of  grace,  before  he  dare  venture  his  foul  upon  it; 
and  how  is  that?  Even  by  feeking  fome  qualifications  in  i 
himfelf  that  Chrift  ftiould  be  offered  unto  him :  why,  I  ' 
fnould  be   fo  and  fo  holy,  before  I  meddle  witli  Chrift; 
lb  and  fo  humble  and  penitent,  before  I  reckon  the  gof- 
pel^^fFer  belongs  to  me.     Thus  a  man  naturally  would 
be  looking  after  fomething  in  himfelf,  and  he  would 
g-I^jr  £nd  it,  that  he  m^y  t^ua  \:^\ul4  xiv^  %oi^\  w^otl  \i» 
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law;  God  upon  the  man;  Clirift  upon  felf;  and  free 
grace  upon  works;  for  it  is  no  better  than  fo :  and  thus 
the  foul  will  not  come  to  free  grace;  he  will  be  obftruft- 
inghimfelf;  and  in  this  mire  he  lies  till  free  grace  teach 
him  how  to  come  to  the  market  of  free  grace,  without 
money,  and  v/ithcut  price  ;  till  then  all  is  but  nothing : 
the  ground  of  tJie  ofier  is  free  and  foVereign  grace. 
What  a  great  dfeal  cf  latent  obftruftions  are  there  that 
hinder  our  receiving  this  ofier  of  Chrift  made  by  free 
grace !  Why,  when  a  loll  finher  comes  ever  to  find 
himfelf  a  loft  fmner,  then  he  ftands  aback,  becaufe  he 
thinks  either  he  is  too  much  loft,  or  too  little  loft* 
Either, 

(r.)  He  thinks  he  is  too  much  loft,  liis  fins  are  fo  very 
great;  and  fo  the  man  fecretly  fays,  that  he  would  buy 
his  pardon  with  his  own  goodnefs,  if  he  had  it,  and  will 
Hot  be  obliged  to  free  grace  for  it ;  or  by  this  means  he 
magnifies  the  demerit  of  his  fins,  above  the  merit  of  the 
blood  of  Chrift,  which  is  a  great  affroilt  poured  upon 
the  infinitely  glorious  bargain  that  is  in  his  ofter*    Or, 

(2-)  He  thinks  he  is  too  little  loft,  his  fenfe  of  fin  and 
humiliation  is  fo  Very  little;  and  this  is  another  obftruc* 
tion.  He  would  be  more  broken  and  moi-e  humbled, 
before  he  thinks  the  offer  belongs  to  him ;  and  thi^ 
ihews  the  fulnefs  of  his  heart,  that  tliough  he  thinks  he 
cannot  buy  Chrift  at  the  gofpel  market,  with  his  good 
works,  yet  he  would  buy  and  purchafe  Chrift  with  his 
humiliation,  deep  down-cafting,  and  the  like-  Now,  this 
cannot  be,  it  is  but  a  rotten  excufe ;  for,  what  though 
you  fhould  fink  as  far  into  tlie  deeps  of  legal  convifition^ 
as  defpair  itfelf ;  yet,  will  that  defpair  merit  any  thing 
at  the  hand  of  God,  or  yet  make  God  better  pleafed 
with  him  ?  No :  to  defpair  is  to  difpleafe  him,  as  well 
as  to  prefume.  And  as  you  cannot  prefume,  if  you 
come  to  take  him  in  the  tenor  of  our  text,  namely,  as  ^ 
Chrift,  as  a  Jefus,  as  a  Lord,  (of  which  afterwards ;) 
fb  you  cannot  defpair,  if  you  know  that  the  ground  of 
the  offer  is  free  grace.  Would  you  be  humbled  to  de- 
fpair in  yourfelf,  and  of  all  your  excellencies^  and  o€ 
recommending  yourfelf  to  God  by  any  good,  axv^  Vw- 
niiJjtjr  of  yourSf  it  were  a  good  defpair*,  Wt  \i  ^cvyv. 
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Would  be  humbled  for  fin,  fo  far  as  to  expe£t  thereupon 
the  favour  of  God,  and  forgivenefs  of  fin,  this  can  ne- 
ver be.  But  here  a  queilion  may  be  propofed.  What 
meafure  of  humiliation  ftiould  I  have  ?  We  anfwer.  So 
much  humiliation  as  makes  you  fee  your  want  of  humi- 
liation, your  want  of  all  good,  all  grace,  all  conditions, 
and  qualifications ;  fo  much  as  ftiall  oblige  you  to  rc- 
linquifli  your  own  fancied  goodnefs,  and  make  you 
come  to  Chrift  for  all,  and  accept  of  him  upon  gofpel 
terms,  and  the  term  of  the  gofpel  is  free  grace.  I  Avill 
tell  you,  by  a  comparifqn,  the  true  level  of  humiliation: , 
When  is  the  metal  fufiiciently  melted  in  the  fire  ?  It  may 
be  burnt  in  the  fire,  and  it  may  be  melted  too  little ; 
but  when  is  it  enough  ?  Why,  it  appears  to  be  melted 
enough  when  it  runs  cafily  into  the  mould :  but  now, 
It  is  not  the  melting  that  gives  it  the  fhape,  the  form, 
or  fafhionj  but  the  melting  makes  it  run  into  the  mould, 
and  the  mould  gives  it  the  form  or  ftiape  :  fo  I  fay  here, 
When  is  the  foul  melted  enough  ?  It  is  when  it  runs 
into  the  gofpel  mould.  There  are  fome  that  have,  as  it 
Were,  too  much  of  the  fire ;  there  are  thefe  that  appre- 
hend themfelves  fuch  great  finners  that  they  dare  not 
eome  to  Chrift.  There  are  others  that  have  too  little  of 
the  fire ;  thefe  are  they  that  only  think  they  are  not  fo 
good  as  tliey  ought  to  be,  and  therefore  they  Ihould  not 
come.  There  are  others  that  have  nothing  of  the  fire 
at  all ;  and  thefe  are  tliey  that  think  they  are  good 
enough  already,  and  they  need  not  Tcome  to  receive 
Chrift.  But  then  only  is  the  foul  melted  enough  in  the 
fire,  when  it  runs  into  the  mould.  What  .is  the  gofpel 
mould?  It  is  even  Ohrift.  And  when  theinelted  foul, 
like  melted  lead,  or  other  metal,  runs  into  this  mould, 
then,  and  not  till  then,  does  it  get  a  go(xl  ftiape :  it  is 
not  the  melting  that  gives  it  the  ftiape  or  fafliion,  or 
form,  but  it  is  the  mould  that  gives  the  form.  And  fo 
never  expeft  to  have  any  good  form,  any  good  fliape, 
any  good  qualification,  till  youi*  foul  run  into  this  mould, 
by  receiving  Chrift  Jefus  tlie  Lord,  thus  offered  to  you 
upon  the  ground  of  free  grace. — And  thus  you  fee  the 
ground  of  tlie  offer.  ^ 

3.  For  what  eod  is  the  offer  made  ?   Why,  Chrift  is 
•    •  oftered 
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cflFered  to  the  loft  finner,  upon  the  ground  of  free  graces 
to  be  both  a  Jefus  and  a  Lord.  As  he  is  to  be  received 
as  fuch,  (of  which  we  may  afterwards  fpeak,)  fo  he  i& 
offered  as  fuch,  even  as  a  Saviour  and  a  Lord;  that  is, 
he  hath  coupled  the  falvation  of  Chrift,  and  the  domini- 
on of  Chrift  together ;  and  it  ihows  that  all  whom  he 
faves  he  will  fanftify;  that  whom  he  laves  by  the  price 
of  his  blood,  he  will  conquer  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit; 
he  being  the  Chrift  of  God,  Anointed  of  God,  Sealed 
of  God,  to  be  both  a  Saviour  and  a  Lord ;  and  he  ia- 
offered  for  this  end  to  be  both.  This  ftiews  what  a  fuit- 
able  offer  it  is  to  the  poor  fmner  that  is  both  under  the 
wrath  of  G^d,  the  curfe  of  the  law,  condemned  to  hell- 
fire,  which  makes  him  ftand  in  need  of  Chrift  as  a  Savi- 
our ;  and  alfo,  he  is  under  the  power  of  fin,  the  flavery 
of  lufts,  the  bondage  of  Satan,  which  makes  him  ftand 
in  need  of  Chrift  as  a  Lord ;  and  here  is  encouragement 
to  the  poor  foul,  that  would  be  fandlified  as  well  as  jufti- 
iied,  Chrift  is  offered  for  wifdom,  righteoufncfs,  fandli- 
fication,  and  redemption:  he  is  not  offered  as  a  Saviour 
only,  to  fave  from  hell ;  but  as  a  Lord  alfo,  to  deliver 
from  fin*  Now,  what  is  the  great  obftruftion  here, 'that 
hinders  the  receiving  of  the  offer  ?  Why,  it  i«  even  the 
falfe  heart  that  would  divide  falvation  from  dominion ; 
would  be  content  to  have  his  foul  feved,  but  not  to  have 
the  fin  conquered;  would  have  Chrift  as  a  Jefus,  but  not 
as  a  Lord :  the  man  would  be  under  his  garment,  and 
yet  riot  under  his  governments  In  this,  cafe,  the  man  is 
not  To  much  out  of  love  with  fin,  as  out  of  love  with  hell: 
not  fo  much  in  love  with  Chrift,  as.  with  his  benefits  : 
while  his  guilt  craves  Chrift' s  falvatio»,  his  lufts  oppofe 
Chrift's  Lordfliip*  •  If  Chrift  were  offercid  ais  a  cloak  to 
your  lufts,  tlien  the  falfe  and  bloody  calumny  of  fome 
would  be  true,  that  wc  call  men  to  believe,  and  then 
live  as  they  lift.  Why,  if  Chrift  were  offered  as  a  Jefua^ 
a  Saviour,  and  not  as  a  Lord,  then  fiich  a  thing  might 
be  fuppofed ;  but  let  the  mouth  of  calumny  be  ftopt:  we 
offer  Chrift  to  finners,  'upon  the  ground  of  free  grace, 
both  as  he  is  a  Jefus  and  a  Lord;  and  I  defy  any  man  in  the 
world  to  receive  this  offer,  and  yet  defire  to  live  as  he  lifts. 
It  is  riot  poffible  in  nature:  For  if  the  language  of  man' a 
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heart  be,  Lord  let  my  foul  be  faved,  but  let  my  lufts  reign; 
in  tliis  cafe  tlie  offer  is  not  received ;  for  then  the  man 
fays,  Let  me  have  Chrift  as  a  Saviour,  but  not  as  a  Lord: 
and  fo,  the  oflfer  not  being  received,  it  is  not  faith,  but 
a  fancy,  a  delufion;  for,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  de^ 
fires  fuch  a  latitude,  he  refufes  the  offer  of  Chrift  as  a 
Lord ;  yea,  and  betrays  the  rottennefs,  of  his  faith  in  him 
as  a  Saviour,  while  he  would  divide  falvation  from 
dominion,  and  Chrift's  prieflhood  from  his  lordfhip. 

When  God  brings  a  man  therefor^  to  receive  his  of- 
fer in  the  gofpel,  he  makes  him  to  pafs  under  three  con- 
victions, which  three  you  read  of,  John  xvi.  8.  *'  When 
the  Spirit  is  come,  he  will  convince  the  world  of  fin,  of 
righteoufHcfs,  and  of  judgment,"  i .  He.  palTes  under  the 
conviftion  of  fin  ;  both  of  his  general  fin,  in .  rebelling 
againil  and  contemning  the  authority  of  a  commanding 
God  in  the  law  ;  and  of  his  particular  fin  of  unbelief,  in 
defpifing  the  grace  of  a  promifing  God  in  the  gofpel 
2.  He  pafTes  under  the  conviftion  of  righteoufnefs ;  that 
is,  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrifl:  as  a  Saviour,  a  Prieft, 
a  Sacrifice,  and  as  the  Lord,  our  righteoufnefs,  for  juftifi- 
cation :  he  is  convinced  that  he  is  lofl  for  ever  without 
an  intereft  in  thia  righteoufnefs.  3.  He  paffes  under 
the  convi£tion  of  judgment;  that  is,  of  the  government 
of  .Chrifl ;  making  the  man  willing  to  be  fubjeft  to  him, 
as  well  as  juflified  by  him ;  to  be  under  the  dominion 
of  his  grace,  as  well  as  under  the  covert  of  his  blood* 
Now,  till  a  man  have  paffed  thefe  three  convidlions, 
he  is  ftill  blocked  up,  and  concluded  under  unbelief. 

There  are  two  things,  which  when  they  do  appear, 
tend  mightily  to  draw  out  the  heart  toward  the  gofpel- 
offer ;  the  one  is  in  us,  the  other  is  in-Chrifl.  The  firft 
is,  the  neceffity  of  the  finner ;  and  the  fecond  is,  the  ex- 
cellency of  the  Saviour,  The  neceffity  of  having  Chrift 
upon  pain  of  death,  and  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge 
of  Chrift,  The  one  makes  the  man  willing  to  be  faved 
by  him,  the  other  makes  the  man  willing  to  be  fubdued 
by  him.  Such  is  my  neceffity,  Oh  I  mull  have  him  for 
a  Jefus  to  me !  Such  is  his  excellency.  Oh  I  rauft  have 
him  for  a  Lord  to  me  !  And  thus  he  is  brought  to  go  in 

to 
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to  the  proper  ends  of  the  gofpel-offer,  namely,  to  receive 
Oirift  as  Jefus  the  Lord. 

Thus  I  have  Ihewed  you  fomewhat  relative  to  tlic 
offer  which  this  receiving  of  Chritt  relates  to.  And  from 
this  manner  of  offering  Chrift,  it  appears,  that  though 
the  offer  be  to  fmners,.  and  grounded  upon  free  grace, 
yet  what  a  hard  thing,  yea,  how  impoffible  it  is,  without 
the  almighty  power  of  God,  to  receive  the  offer,  or  to 
believe  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  What  a  mighty  hard 
work  it  is,  when  there  arc  fuch  obftruftions  in  the  way!. 
Many  think  it  is  an  eafy  tiling  to  be  believers  ;  and  fo 
it  may  be  faid  indeed  of  a  multitude  of  ordinary,  fuper- 
ficial,  dogmatical  believers  in  the  world.  But  faving 
4aith,  though  it  be  the  cafieft  and  fwqeteft  thing  in  the 
world,  under  the  conduct  of  divine  grace,  and  the  draw- 
ings of  the  divine  Spirit,  yet,  without  thc^t,  it  is  the 
Jiardeft  thing  in  the  world.     Why  ? 

1.  For  a  loft  finner,  under  the  curfe  of  the  law,  to 
"believe  that  God  Ihould  be  as  good  to  him,  as  the  pro- 
mife  of  the  gofpel  tells  him,  is  hard ;  nay,  he  is  afraid 
the  promife  be  too  good  to  be  true,  and  this  ^rgues  his 
•want  of  faith ;  for  whatever  unbelief  does,  faith  never 
•queftions  the  truth  of  God's  promife, 

2.  For  a  proud  man  to  be  beholden  to  free  graee, 
when  he  hath  been  building  his  hope  all  his  days  upon 
ibme  good  work  or  deed  of  his  own  ;  for  fuch  a  finner 
to  ftrip  himfeif  of  his  own  righteoufnefs,  and  look  upon 
it  as  a  filthy  rag ;  how  hard  is  this !  nay,  publicans  and 
hariots  go  to  heaven  fooner* 

3.  For  a  finner  filled  with  fclf-love,  felf-eafe,  feif-Vv^ill, 
felf-wifdom,  felf.fufiiciency,  felf-eftimation,  felf-juftinca- 
tion,  to  deny  himfeif,  his  finful  felf,  bis  natural  felf, 
moral  felf,  worldly  felf,  religious  felf,  and  go  wholly  out 
of  himfeif,  and  wholly  in  to  Chrift  for  all;  all  this  is 
very  hard:  and  yet  for  this  end  Chrift  is  offered,  tliat  h<i 
may  be  thus  received,  even  for  wifdom,  righteoufnefs, 
fan£tification,  redemption,  and  all ;  for  wifdom,  that  is, 
as  a  Prophet  to  teach  you;  for  righteoufnefs,  that  is,  as  a 
Prieft  to  juftify  you;- for  fanftification,  that  is,  as  a  King- 
to  fanflify  you;  and  for  compleat  redem^Xioxv^  \^vi!^\.v5,> 
for  your  all  in  all;  even  the  whole  of  youY  I^n^vv^u^ 

B  4  vs? 
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in  time  and  through  eternity.  Now,  tlie  hardnefs  and 
difHculty  of  believing  and  accepting  of  this  noble  offer, 
does  not  ly  in  fome  great  work  that  you  have  not  power 
to  Ao^  for  •  faith  and  v/orks  are  oppolite  here  ;  believing 
is  not  working:  He  tliat  belie veth,  is  he  that  worketh  not, 
.  but  believeth  on  him  tliat  juiiifie^  the  ungodly,  llom.iv.  5. 
but  the  difficulty  rather  lic;5  in  fome  great  worth,  and 
appreiiended  good>  tliat  you  have  no  will  to  quit,  till  a 
day  of  power  make  ycu  willing ;  fuch  as,  your  own  wit 
and  wifdom,  which  you  oppofe  unto  Chrift  as  a  Prophet; 
your  own  works  and  righteoufnefs,  which  you  oj^fe 
unto  Chrill  as  ^  Prieft ;  your  own  ftrengtli  and  power, 
together  with  your  own  felf-love  and  fin-love,  which 
you  oppofe  unto  Chrift  as  a  King.  In  receiving  this 
offer,  the  man  not  only  quits  his  fin  and  lull,  which  is 
very  hard  ;  but  quits  his  righteoufnefs  and  works,  which 
is  yet  harder.  Need  I  to  explain  this,  for  preventing 
mittakes,  in  this  critical  age  and  day  of  reproach? 
When  I  fpeak  of  quitting  our  works,  I  mean,  a  quitting 
them,  not  in  point  of  performance,  but  in  point  of  de- 
pendence ;  it'  is  a  quitting  of  the  law,  not  as  a  rule  of 
obedience,  but  as  a  rule  of  acceptance,  or  as  a  covenaitf 
of  works.  Now,  1  fay,  it  is  the  hardeft  of  all  for  a  man  to 
quit  his  works  and  righteoufnefs,  and  have  no  hope  of 
any  favour  or  acceptance  witli  God  for  them ;  for  the 
light  cf  nature  will  tell  him,  that  he  Ihould  qui,t  his  fins; 
but  the  light  of  nature,  and  the  remainders  of  the  legal 
covenant  in  him,  will  never  tell  him  that  he  fhould  quit 
his  works  and  righteoufnefs  ;  nay,  it  will  tell  him,  on  the 
quite  contrary,  that  he  muft  do,  or  be  damned;  that  he 
muft  do  and  live  ;  and  work  fo  and  fo  well,  and  Gcki 
will  accept  of  him.  This  is  the  way  of  the  covenant  ef 
works,  the  natural  way ;  and  to  quit  that  way  is  right 
hard,  fo  as  to  venture  all  upon  the  works  of  another, 
the  righteoufnefs  of  another ;  Indeed  it  is  not  fo  hard 
for  a  camel  to  go* through  the  eye  of  a  needle,  with  his 
bunch  on  his  back,  as  for  a  rich  man;  I  mean,  one  that 
is  rich  in  his  own  conceit,  rich  and  increafed  with  goods, 
and  ftanding  in  need  of  nothing ;  nay,  it  is  impoffible  for 
hilrfVith  his  bunch  of  duties  and  works  of  righteoufnefs 
on  his  back,  to  enter  into  heaven.    Some  by  the  needle- 
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tye  underftand  the  wicket  of  the  gate  of  Jerufalem,  na 
camel  with  his  burden,  could  go  in  ;  fo  it  is  here.  O- 
thers,  by  tlie  camel^  underftand  a  cart-rope,  as  they 
think  the  word  we  tranfla^  camely  may  be  rendered ; 
and  as  a  cart-rope  cannot  go  thro'  the  eye  of  a  needle, 
unlefs  it  be  untwifted,  and  put  through  the  needle's  eye, 
tliread  by  thread;  neither  will  any  get  to  heaven,  unlej& 
the  cart-rope  of  his  righteoufnefs  be  untwifted  and  dif- 
folved  piece-meal ;  for  otherwife  his  cart-rope  will  be 
fit  for  nothing,  but  cafting  anchor  en  tlie  fandy  bank 
of  the  law,  where  his  veffel  will  be  broken*  to  pieces, 
and  his  foul  will  fink  into  the  fea  of  God's  wrath  :  for, 
By  tire  deeds  cf  the  law^  no  fefi  living  can  be  j^ftijied. 

So  that,  I  fay,  tlie  difficulty  here  lies  not  lb  much  in 
fome  great  thing  that  you  have  not  power  to  do,  but  in 
fome  great  thing  that  you  have  not  will  to  undo:  and  fo 
the  greateft  knack  of  true  religion  lies  in  being  made 
willing ;  and  the  great  power  of  |God  is  neceffary  for 
that  end;  "  Thy  people  fhall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy" 
power ;"  >and  when  this  day  of  power  comes,  then,  to 
receive  the  offer  of  Chrift  for  the  ends  for  which  he  is 
offered,  becomes  as  eafy  as  ever  before  it  was  hard ; 
why,  the  offer  takes  hold  of  the  man's  lieart, .  and  the 
offering  hand  takes  hold  of  the  receiving  hand  :  like  « 
child,  that  never  had  a  pen  in  his  hand,  and  caimot 
write  a  word,  the  father  takes  the  child's  hand  within 
his,  and  leads  it ;  fo  here,  the  Lord  takes  the  man's 
hand,  and  leads  it  to  write  down  his  name,  to  fign  the 
offer,  faying,  I  accept. 

Now^  what  ftiall  we  fay  ?  Is  there  any  here  to  whom 
the  offer  is  come  with  power  ?  The  external  difpenfa- 
tion  of  this  gofpel,  and  revelation  of  this  offer,  make 
it  the  unqueftionable  duty  of  every  one  of  you  to  accept 
and  receive  it ;  but  it  is  the  internal  effectual  revelation 
of  it  only,  that  will  determine  you  aftually  to  accept  and 
receive  it  freely,  without  money,  and  without  price :  with- 
out terms  and  conditions  on  your  fide  ;  renouncing  aU 
the  good  qualifications  you  dreamed  of  haying  to  re- 
commend you  to  him,  and  coming  to  him  for  all ;  likie 
a  black  and  ugly  monfter  coming  to  accept  of  an  offer 
that  can  make  you  f^ir  and  clean,  .  It  k  «a  «ffer  of  aU 
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things  in  Chrift;  and  nothing  makes  it  hard  and  uneafy 
but  yourfelf,  that  you  will  not  quit  an  all,  that  is  nothing, 
and  take  an  all,  that  is  all  things.  The  natural  man 
finds  it  hard,  becaufe  it  is  a  quitting  all  the  good  that 
he  has ;  but  the  enlightened  foul  finds  it  eafy,  becaufe 
it  is  juft  a  taking  all  the  good  that  he  wants  ;  and  when 
he  is  taking  all  things  in  Chrift,  he  does  not  find  it  hard 
to  quit  all  in  himfelf :  why,  he  fees  all  things  lofs  and 
dung,  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift;  and 
when  he  fees  that,  he  finds  it  is  not  hard  to  relinquilh  a 
heap  of  jewels,  and  a  pearl  of  infinitely  great  price  in 
the  midft  of  them.  O  !  is  there  any  here  welcoming 
God's  ojBfer  ?  Here  is  his  offering  hand,  where  is  your 
receiving  hand  ?  Here  is  the  hand  of  grace  offering, 
where  is  the  hand  of  faiUi  £^ccepting?  Is  any  here  tak- 
ing God's  offer  off  his  hand  ?  Do  you  fee  the  offer  is  to 
you;  to  you,  man;  to  you,  woman;  whether  young  or 
old  ?  "  To  you  is  the  word  of  this  falvaticn  fent."  The 
greater  gift  it  is  that  is  offered  to  you,  the  lefs  will  you 
be  ready  to  take,  as  long  as  you  think,  it  cannot  be  to 
me.  But  to  you,  I  fay,  it  is,  man,  woman ;  whoever 
you  are,  the  promife  is  to  you ;  the  offer  is  to  you,  be 
who  you  will. — Now,  are  you  receiving,  are  you  tak- 
ing God's  offer  ?  Why,  if  you  be  doing  fo,  it  is  eafy, 
through  grace,  to  know  that  you  are  doing  fo.  How 
do  you  know  when  you  are  taking  a  gift  that  a  man  of- 
fers you,  in  an  outward  fenfe  ?  The  man  holds  it  out 
in  his  hand,  faying.  Take  it;  and  if  you  receive,  then 
you  hold  out  your  hand  to  his,  faying.  Content,  I  will 
take  it :  or,  if  your  hand  be  fhort,  and  cannot  reach 
his,  yet  you  will  hold  it  out  in  teftimony  of  your  accept- 
ance, faying.  Well,  come  and  give  it.  So  here,  in  a 
fpiritual  fenfe,  if  you  be  taking  God's  offer  off  his  hand, 
then  your  heart  will  be  determined  to  fay.  Content, 
Lord;  even  fo  I  take  the  unfpeakable  gift  that  thou  of- 
fereft :  or,  if  your  hand  be  ftiort,  or  withered,  that  you 
think  you  cannot  get  the  offer  embraced  as  you  would, 
yet  you  will  be  ftretching  out  heart  and  hand  as  you  can, 
faying.  Come,  Lord,  and  give  what  thou  offereft  ;  even 
a  whole  Chrift  tobewifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fanftifica- 
tion,  rddemption,  and  all  to  me.     O  !.  is  this  the  Ian- 

guage 
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guage  of  your  foul,  I  have  nothing,  but  let  Chrift  come 
and  be  all  to  me  ;  I  can  do  nothing,  but  let  Chrift  come 
and  do  all  for  me  ;  I  have  a  world  of  felf-enmity,  and 
innumerable  -evils,  tliat  oppcfe  Chrift  within  me,  but 
let  Chrift  come  in  and  put  all  to  tlie  door  that  hold  him 
out ;  I  cannot  take  him,  but  let  him  take  me,  and  take 
my  bleffing  for  ever  ?  Why,  if  that  were  the  language 
of  your  heart  and  foul,  I  hope  tliere  hath  been  fome 
fecret  power  working  in  you  to  make  you  thus  far  to 

receive  the  offer  of  God. And  thus  I  have  confider- 

ed  the  offer  which  the  receiving  of  Chrift  relates  unto. 
Now,  I  told  you  that  as  to  this  aft  of  receiving  we  would 
confider  what  it  relates  to,  and  what  it  confifts  in.  Hav- 
ing then  Ihewed  what  it  relates  to,  namely,  the  offer,  I 
come  to  Ihew, 

2dly,  What  it  confifts  in.  Here  I  need  not  tell  you, 
that  receiving  and  believing  are  all  one,  according  to 
John  i.  12.;  and  this  believing  is  not  a  mere  notional, 
perfuafion,  or  dogmatical  opinion  concerning  Chrift;  for 
that  is  too  flight  a  thing  to  be  accounted  a  receiving  of 
Chrift;  but  this  receiving  of  Chrift, 

(i.)  In  general,  to  exprefs  it  in  a  word.  If  poflSble,  it 
may  be  called  (as  one  of  our  renowned  commentators 
expreffes  it)  a  fiducial  knowledge;  that  is,  fuch  a  know- 
ledge of  Chrift  as  leads  the  foul  to  an  affured  confidence 
in  him.  Our  Shorter  Catechifm  defines  faith  to  be,  a  re- 
ceiving of  Chrift,  and  refting  on  him,  for  falvation,  as  he 
is  offered  in  the  gofpel.  And  thia  refting  is  not  fo  much 
a  different  aft  from  that  of  receiving,  as  it  is  a  continua- 
tion of  that  aft  of  receiving;  for  when  we  receive  hii);i  for 
falvation  we  begin  our  refting  on  him;  and  when  we  reft 
upon  him  for  falvation,  we  continue  our  receiving  of  him, 
or  believing  in  him.  The  reception  is  the*reft  begun;  and 
the  refting,  is  the  reception  continued.  And  therefore 
M'hateV^er  application  of  Chrift  is  imported  in  refting  on 
him,  the  fame  is  imported  in  receiving  of  him.  And  as 
Chrift  is  offered  to  every  one  in  particular,  that  hear  the 
gofpel ;  fo  it  is  the  duty  of  every  one  to  receive  the  of- 
fer by  applying  Chrift  to  himfelf,  for  his  own  particu- 
lar good,  benefit,  and  falvation.  I  could  here  lay  be- 
fore you  fcversil  terms  or  exprefTions  whereby  this  faith. 
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things  in  Chrift;  and  nothing  makes  it  hard  '  fi  but 
but  yourfelf,  that  you  will  not  quit  an  all,  ^'^  -C  is  ''  a 
and  take  an  all,  that  is  all  things.     T  thrift  for 

iinds  it  hard,  becaufe  it  is  a  quitting  .  offered  in 

he  has ;  but  the  enlightened  foul  !!•  is,  Here  is 

it  is  jull  a  taking  all  tlie  good  tha'  erefore  I  re- 

he  is  taking  all  tilings  in  Chrift  .  -ing  to  the  of. 

to  quit  all  in  himfelf :  why,  >  -;  for,  ''  With 

dung,  for  the  excellency  of  f*  Acfs :   My  heart 

when  he  fees  that,  he  find  -  pfalmift.  Some 

heap  of  jewels,  and  a  p  -^i'^  ^'^at  they  may 

the  midft  of  them.     ^  ^^'^^  perfuafion  which  yet 

God's  offer ?     Here  ^polition  to  fuch  we  aflert, 

receiving  hand*?  -tire,  faith  is  an  aft  of  the  whole 

wher-e  is  the  har  ^unii  ^vill,  and  affeftions^  and  hence 
ing  God's  offe^  ../.'/Wip^u^-^'  make  faith  to  be  an  aft  of 
you;  to  you  /''f^f.3-  ''  ^  ^^7  ^"^i  ^^7  f^^^  trulleth  in 
old  ?  "  Tr  ,p^  [>Ju  3.  ''  O  my  foul,  thou  haft  faid  unto 
greater  r,  '/'/f^'V^^^  ^7  Lord.   O  my  foul,  wait  thou  only 


out 
be- 


^fi^'thc  {onV^  clofmg  with  him;  tlie  foul's  going 
^r^Vjjim;  '>!'  g^^'ii^g  i^  to  him  as  offered,   fo  as  to 
t^^^on^  with  him.     As  you  fee  how  grafts  are  knit  to 
c^^Qcy^t  ^'^  ^^  ^^  become  one  with  the  ftock,  and  one  in 
*  ^  ftockj  ^^  ^If^  it  cannot  live  in  a  vegetative  manner ; 


/the  foul  is  by  faitli  knit  imd  unite  to  Chrift, 
be  ^^^  ^^'^^^  him,  'and  one  in  him  ;   for  tru' 


to 


the  root, 
e  faitli  fo 


lofes  with  Chrift,  as  not  merely  to  have  a  Chrift  Vv'ithout 
^e  man,  but  a  Chrift  within  him;  and  therefore  the  foul 
jjy  faith,  goes  in  to  Chrift,  fo  as  not  only  to  unload  his 
debt,  and  leave  his  fui  and  guilt  upon  him,  but  alfo  to 
furrender  himfelf  into  his  poflellion  and  property. 

But  that  I  may  further  open  up  tliis  acl  of  receiving 
Chrift,  I  would, 

(2.)  And  more  particularly  confiderthe  nature  there- 
of, in  the  following  qualities  of  it. 

I.  This  act  of  receiving  Chrift  is  a  fpiritual  aft,  in 
oppofition  to  all  natural  a-^s  done  by  natural  wit  and 
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ftrength:  men  may  believe  that  way  with  a  cradle  faith, 
a  natural  faith,  a  common  faith,  and  believe  unto  per- 
dition; but  will  never  believe  to  the  faving  of  their  fouls. 
True  faith  is  a  fpiritual  aft,  under  the  conduft  of  the 
Spirit  of  faith ;  and  therefore  faith  is  called  a  fiiiit  of 
tiie  Spirit,  Gal.  v.  22.;  and  of  the  power  of  the  Spirit, 
even  the  exceeding  greatnefs  of  his  mighty  p(m*er,  Eph. 
i.  19.  It  is  a  fruit  and  effeft  of  the  day  of  God's  power, 
and  the  revelation  of  his  arm,  Ifa.  liii.  i.  It  is  the  gift 
of  God,  and  a  fruit  of  his  free  grace;  and  hence  we  read 
o£  fome  that  through  grace  believed,  Adta  xviii.  2 7 •  The 
power  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  creates  it  where  it  is  not ; 
and  that  fame  power  of  the  Sjririt  excites  it  where  it  is. 
It  is  a  fpiritual  a£t. 

2.  This  aft  of  receiving  Chrift  is  a  judicious  a£l,  in 
oppofition  to  darknefs  and  confufion.  The  man  being 
afted  by  the  Spirit  of  faith  doth  a(3:  judicioufly  and  di- 
ftindily,  as  in  a  matter  of  the  greateft  concern,  witli  judg- 
ment and  underftanding,  faying,  as  John  vi.  68.  "  To 
whom  ihall  we  go, thou  haft  the  words  of  eternal  life?  We 
believe  and  are  fure,  that  thou  art  that  Chrift,  the  Son  of 
the  living  God."  The  man  believes  the  promife,  and  the 
doCtrine  of  grace  and  falvation  fo  judicioufly,  that,  as  his 
judgment  approves  it  as  a  truth,  fo  the  will  accepts  it 
as  a  good;  '*  This  is  a  faithful  faying,  and  worthy  of  all 
acceptation,  that  Jefus  Chrift  came  into  the  world  to 
fave  fmners,  of  whom  lam  the  chief,'*  i  Tim.  i.  15. 

3.  This  a£t  of  receiving  Chrift  is  a  warrantable  aft, 
in  oppofition  to  prefumption  and  delufion.  True  faith 
ads  upon  a  fufficient  warrant.  It  afts  upon  the  warrant 
of  an  objeftive  fufficiency;  there  is  a  fufficient  Chrift  pre- 
fented  to  him.  O  the  fufficiency  of  his  perfon,  being 
Gkxi-man,  in  one  perfon  !  the  fufficiency  of  his  offices, 
whether  his  general  offices,  as  a  Mediator,  a  Surety, 
a  Redeemer ;  or  his  particular  offices,  as  a  Prophet, 
Prieft,  and  King  •/  the  fufficiency  of  his  righteoufnefs, 
his  doing  and  dyijag,  his  obedience  and  fatisfaflion ; 
the  fufficiency  of  his  power,  being  able  to  fave  tQ  the  ut- 
termoft ;  the  fufficiency  of  his  will,  while  he  proclaim? 
his  good-will  towards  men,  and  that  God  is  \tv  Gl\^\ft.  t^- 
owQiVrng  the  wi^rld  to  hmHi.    BqM^s^  liiX\x  ^Qt^  uv«^ 
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or  receiviiig  of  Chrift,  is  held  forth  in  the  fcripture,  but 
I  confine  m/felf  to  the  text.  .  Receiving  of  Chrift  is  "  a 
*'  going  out  of  the  whole  foul,  to  clofe  with  Chrift  for 
*'  complete  falvation  to  a  man's  felf,  as  he  is  offered  in 
"  the  gofpel;"  and  fo  the  language  of  faith  is,  Here  is 
an  offer  made  by  God  to  me  myfelf ;  and  therefore  I  re- 
ceive Chrift  for  falvation  to  myfelf,  according  to  the  of- 
fer, and  that  with  my  whole  heart  and  foul;  for,  *'  With 
the  heart  man  believeth  unto  righteoufnefs :  My  heart 
trufted  in  him,  and  I  am  helped,"  faid  the  pfalmift.  Some 
make  faith  to  be  only  an  a£t  of  the  will,  that  they  may 
exclude  from  the  nature  of  faith  that  perfuafion  which  yet 
cannot  be  excluded.  In  oppofition  to  fuch  we  aflert, 
That,  according  to  fcripture,  faith  is  an  a£l  of  the  whole 
foul;  the  underftanding,  will,  and  affeftionsv  and  hence 
thefe  and  the  like  fcriptures,  make  faith  to  be  an  ad  of 
the  foul,  Pfal.  Ivii.  2.  "  O  my  God,  my  foul  trufteth  in 
thee/'  Pfalm  xvi.  2.  ''  O  my  foul,  thou  huft  faid  unto 
the  Lord,  Thou  art  my  Lord^  O  my  foul,  wait  thou  only 
upon  God,  for  my  expeftation  is  from  him.  My  foid 
raaketh  her  boaft  in  the  Lord.  My  foul  thirfteth  for  the 
living  God.  Return  to  thy  reft,  O  my  foul."  All  emi- 
nent expreflions  of  faith.  Now,  I  fay,  this  receiving  of 
Chrift  is  the  foul's  clofmg'with  him;  the  foul's  going  out 
toward  him;  or  going  in  to  him  as  offered,  fo  as  to  be- 
come one  with  him.  As  you  fee  how  grafts  are  knit  to 
the  ftock,  fo  as  to  become  one  with  the  ftock,  and  one  in 
the  ftock,  or  elfe  it  cannot  live  in  a  vegetative  manner ; 
fo  the  foul  is  by  faith  knit  and  unite  to  Chrift,  the  root, 
to  be  one  with  him,  'and  one  in  him  ;  for  true  faith  fo 
clofes  with  Chrift,  as  not  merely  to  have  a  Chrift  without 
the  man,  but  a  Chrift  within  him;  and  therefore  the  foul 
by  faith,  goes  ii>  to  Chrift,  fo  as  not  only  to  unload  his 
debt,  and  leave  his  fin  and  guilt  upon  him,  but  alfo  to 
furrender  himfelf  into  his  poffeflion  and  property. 

But  that  I  may  further  open  up  this  aft  of  receiving 
Chrift,  I  would, 

(2.)  And  more  particularly  confiderthe  nature  there- 
of, in  the  following  qualities  of  it. 

I.  This  a£t  of  receiving  Chrift  is  a  fpiritual  a6t,  in 
ajyxxGtion  to  all  ii^ural  ads  done  by  natural  wit  and 
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ftrength:  men  may  believe  that  way  with  a  cradle  faith, 
a  natural  faith,   a  common  faith,   and  believe  unto  per- 
dition; but  will  never  believe  to  the  faving  of  their  fouls. 
True  faith  is  a  fpiritual  aft,  under  the  conduft  of  the 
Spirit  of  faith ;   and  therefore  faith  is  called  a  fruit  of 
the  Spirit,  Gal.  v.  22.;   and  of  the  power  of  the  Spirit, 
even  the  exceeding  greatnefs  of  his  mighty  power,  Eph. 
i.  19.     It  is  a  fruit  and  effeft  of  the  day  of  God's  power, 
and  the  revelation  of  his  arm,  Ifa.  liii.  i.     It  is  the  gift 
of  God,  and  a  fruit  of  his  free  grace;  and  hence  we  read 
o£  fome  that  through  grace  believed,  Adta  xviii.  2 7 .    The 
power  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  creates  it  where  it  is  not ; 
and  that  fame,  power  of  the  Sjririt  excites  it  where  it  is. 
It  is  a  fpiritual  aft. 

2.  This  a£t  of  receiving  Chrift  is  a  judicious  a£l,  in 
oppofition  to  darknefs  and  confufion.  The  man  being 
a6ted  by  the  Spirit  of  faith  doth  a(3:  judicioufly  and  di- 
ftin£tly,  as  in  a  matter  of  the  greateft  concern,  with  judg- 
ment and  underftanding,  faying,  as  John  vi.  68.  "  To 
whom  ihall  we  go,  thou  haft  tlic  words  of  eternal  life?  We 
believe  and  are  fure,  that  thou  art  tliat  Chrift,  the  Son  of 
the  living  God."  The  man  believes  the  promife,  and  the 
doCtrine  of  grace  and  falvation  fo  judicioufly,  that,  as  his 
judgment  approves  it  as  a  truth,  fo  the  will  accepts  it 
as  a  good;  '*  This  is  a  faithful  faying,  and  worthy  of  all 
acceptation,  that.  Jefus  Chrift  came  into  the  world  to 
fave  finners,  of  whom  I  am  the  chief,'*  i  Tun.  i.  15. 

3.  This  aft  of  receiving  Chrift  is  a  warrantable  aO:, 
in  oppofition  to  prefumption  and  delufion.  True  faith 
adls  upon  a  fufficient  warrant.  It  afts  upon  the  warrant 
of  an  objeftive  fufficiency;  there  is  a  fufficient  Chrift  pre- 
fented  to  him.  O  the  fufficiency  of  his  perfon,  being 
Grod-nian,  in  one  perfon  !  the  fufficiency  of  his  offices, 
whether  his  general  offices,  as  a  Mediator,  a  Surety, 
a  Redeemer ;  or  his  particular  offices,  as  a  Prophet, 
Prieft,  and  King  f  the  fufficiency  of  his  righteoufnefs, 
his  doing  and  dyijig,  his  obedience  and  fatisfaflion ; 
the  fufficiency  of  his  power,  being  able  to  fave  tot  the  ut- 
termoft  ;  the  fufficiency  of  his  will,  while  he  proclaim? 
his  good-will  towards  men,  and  that  God  is  \w  Clmft.  t^- 
CQVQiUng  the  wotli  to  hi^nfelf.     B^&d^s^  laiXk  ^Qt^  \v^5^s% 
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the  warrant  of  a  general  difpenfation  of  grace,  throirgh  ' 
Chrift,  in  the  external  revelation  of  the  word,  where 
the  elc£l*are  not  charaderized  more  than  others,  but 
life  and  falvation  through  Chrilt  held  out  to  finners  of 
mankind,  without  dillinftion  of  nation,  ftate,  or  con- 
dition, and  fo  in  an  indefinite  way.  Thus  run  all  the 
promifes,  except  thefe  that  are  made  to  believers,  or 
iuch  as  haNve  grace  already;  to  them  indeed  the  promifes 
arc  definite,  as  alfo  they  are  definite  to  the  eleftin  the 
purpofe  of  God ;^  but  in  the  external  difpenfation  of  the 
gofpel,  they  are  indefinite  and  general,  Acts  ii.  32.  Rom. 
ix.  4,  And  as  the  promife  is  indefinite,  fo  the  call  is 
univerfal,  whether  by  exhortations,  invitations,  counfels, 
or  commands,  to  all  and  every  one  to  come  and  receive 
Chrilt,  and  all  his  fure  mercies,  freely.  And  upon  fuch 
like  warrants  as  thefe  does  faith  a£t« 

4.  This  a£l  of  receiving  Chrid,  it  is  an  adventuring 
a£l,  in  oppofition  to  defpondency,  diffidence,  and  diftruft: 
hence  it  is  called  a  boldnefs;  ''  We  have  boldnefs  to  en- 
ter into  the  holieft,  by  the  blood  of  Jefus/'  It  is  a  ven- 
turing our  fouls,  our  life,  upon  the  blood  of  .the  Son  of 
God,  and  upon  the  promife  of  God  in  Chrift.  To  re- 
ceive Chrift,  and  believe,  is  in  effe£l  to  fay,  I  adventure 
my  foul  upon  nothing  in  the  world,  but  upon  the.  pro- 
mife of  a  God  that  I  have  provoked,  and  been  an  enemy 
to,  all  my  days ;  I  have  nothing  but  the  word  of  this 
God,  and  yet  I  muft  venture  upon  it  my  everlafting  all. 
It  is  an  adventuring  grace,  like  Peter  upon  the  boifte- 
rous  water,  with  this  in  his  mouth  and  heart,  "  Mailer, 
fave  me,"  Mat.  xiv.  30.  To  venture  upon  the  promife 
of  a  provoked  God,  and  to  believe  him  to  be  a  God  in 
Chrift  reconciled,  according  to  his  word,  upon  the  ac- 
count of  the  ranfom  he  hath  found  out,  and  the  propiti- 
ation he  hath  fet  forth  ;  here  is  the  boldnefs  of  faith:  It 
is  aT  venturing  aft. 

5,  This  a6"t  of  receiving  Chrift,,  it  is  an  evangelical 
aft,  in  oppofition  to  a  legal  f^ith.  It  is  evangelical  in 
the  ground  of  it :  legal  faith  adls  upon  the  ground  of 
&  legal  inherent  ftrength,  and  perfonal  righteoufnefs  ; 
but  true  faith  upon  a  borrowed  ftrength,  and  an  imputed- 

right^ouCacfB  vl  anpth^r,  fayiixg,  ♦*  SureA^  m\i\^  "Lk^tA. 

^x^7 
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only  have  I  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength;"  and  it  is  a  fetf- 
emptying  grace,  ftripping  the  man  of  his  own  righteouf- 
nefs,  of  his  own  ftrength,  and  taking  him  intirely  off  his 
own  bottom.  It  is  evangelical  in  the  order  of  it,  receiv- 
ing him  as  a  Jefus,  and  then  as  a  Lord;  firR  for  jullifica- 
tion:  legal  faith  perverts  that  gofpel-order,  feeking  fanc- 
tification  firil,  that  upon  that  bottom  it  may  build  its 
juftification;  ^*  Seeking  righteoufnefs,  as  it  were,  by  the 
works  of  the  law,'*  Rom.  ix.  32.  It  is  evangelical  in 
its  fruit ;  legal  faith  is  a  fruitlefs  faith,  it  brings  forth  no 
acceptable  fruit,  either  from  a  right  principle  or  to  a 
right  end  ;  and  fo  all  its  fruits  of  good  works  are  rejec- 
ted,  as  unprofitable  and  vain :  but  true  faith,  brings  vir- 
tue and  good  from  its  objeft;  fuch  as,  eafe  to  the  con- 
fcience,  quiet  to  the  mind,  holinefs  to  the  heart,  and  holy 
luftre  to  the  whole  life:  when  faith  touches,  if  it  were  but 
the  hem  of  Chrift's  garment,  virtue  comes  out,  and  heals 
the  foul ;  grace  comes  forth,  and  purifies  the  heart ;  yea» 
it  brings  forth  all  the  good  fruit  of  gofpel -grace ;  **  Out 
of  his  fulnefe  have  we  all  received,  and  grace  for  grace,'* 
John  i.  16.  Faith  is  the  receiving  grace,  and  other  graces 
are  received  by  it ;  it  fetches  them  out  of  Chrift's  fulnefs; 
it  brings  out  repentance,  and  then  it  is  a  penitential  faith : 
gofpel-repentance  is  in  it,  and  with  it,  and  after  it,  but 
not  before  it.  As  true  faith  is  a  j^enitent  faith;  even  fo 
it  is  a  humble  faith,  a  joyful  faith,  a  thankful  faith,  an 
obediential  faith,  a  working  faith;  yea,  faith  is  the  root  of 
all  thefe  fruits  that  natively  grow  upon  it,  and  go  along 
with  it. 

6.  This  aft  of  receiving  Chrift,  it  is  a  particular,  ap- 
propriating, fiducial  a£l,  in  oppofilion  to  the  general 
doubtfome  faith  of  the  Papifts,  which  we  have  abjured 
in  our  National  Covenant.  The  man  that  believes, 
truly  believes  applicatively.  The  man  that  receives  Chrift 
rightly,  receives  him  with  a  particular  appropriation  to 
himfelf;  juftasa  man  eats  and  drinks  for  his  own  par- 
ticular benefit;  and  hence  faith  is  called  aA  eating  of  the 
flefli,  and  drinking  of  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God ;  that  is, 
he  takes  borne  Chrift,  his  merit,  righteoufnefs,  media- 
tion,, and  the  benefits  thereof  to  his  own  fovil.  KtA. 
thus  k  is  aJU9a£duGiala&i,  importing  axv  ^^\xt^^  c;-^^^- 
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dence,  according  to  the  meafare  of  it,  in  oppofition  to 
an  uncertain  faith-  A  doubtfome,  wavering  faith,  is 
not  the  faith  that  receives  Chrift ;  nay,  it  is  a  faith  that 
receives  nothing,  if  we  will  take  God's  word  for  it, 
James  i.  5,  6,  7.  "  If  any  man  lack  wifdom,  let  him  alk 
it  of  God; — but  let  him  afk  in  faith,  nothing  wavering; 
for  he  that  wavereth  is  like  a  wave  of  the  fea,  driven  with 
the  wind  and  toffed;  for  let  not  that  man  think  that  he 
fliall  receive  any  thing  of  the  Lord."  Why  then,  a 
doubtfome  faith  receives  nothing,  far  lefs  fuch  a  prize  as 
Chrift.  I  know  how  fome  have  been  reproached  on  tliis 
head,  liotwithftanding  of  this  plain  fcriptural  dodtrine,  as 
if  they  afferted,  that  they  had  no  pity  upon  doubting  be- 
lievers. Really  we  fliould  have  no  pity  upon  ourfelves  if 
we  fhould  fay,  that  no  believers  have  tlieir  doubts-  Well 
fay  you,  may  not  a  man  that  hath^faith  have  doubts  i 
Yea,  to  be  fure  he  may;  but  his  doubts  are  not  his  faith 
but  his  unbelief ;  and  who  ever  faid  but  a  believer  may 
have  much  unbelief  ?  I  would  allc  fuch  perfons,  May  not 
a  man  that  hath  grace,  have  corruption?  And  yet  you 
will  own  tliat  his  corruption  is  none  of  his  grace  ;  nay, 
it  is  the  direft  oppofite  of  grace:  even  fo,  a  man  that 
hath  faith  may  have  doubts,  but  yet  his  doubts  are  not 
his  faith,  but  his  fin,  his  unbelief,  and  the  quite  oppoiite 
of  faith:  there  is  no  doubting  in  his  faith,  even  as  there 
is  no  corruption  in  grace  ;  they,  are  antipodes.  And  it 
is  not  by  his  doubting,  but  by  his  believing,  that  he  re- 
ceives any  thing  from  God.  The  Lord  deliver  us  from 
juftifying  a  doubtful  faith  which  Chrift  reproves  :  "  O 
thou  of  little  faith,  wherefore  doft  thou  doubt  ?''  Some 
make  doubting^  a  mark  of  faith;  but  it  is  fuch  a  mark  of 
faith  as  corruption  is  a  mark  of  grace,  as  in  the  follow- 
ing fenfe :  Why^  fay  you,  there  is  a  notorious  profligate 
finner,  tliat  fays  he  never  doubted  all  his  days,  but  ftill 
had  a  good  hope;  that  is  indeed  a  fign  that  he  hath  no 
feith:  whereas  the  poor  foul  that  finds  a  world  of  doubts 
may  yet  be  a  true  believer.  Very  true;  and  therefore 
I  fay  it  is  fuch  a  mark  as  corruption  is  a  mark  of.  grace, 
in  this  fenfe;  there  is  an  impenitent  wretch  that  fays  he 
never  faw  what  they  call  corruption  within  him  all  his 
ikys;  say,  he  blc&s  Ood  h^  is  a  %oo4  CXvi"v&aa.u,  ^ 
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good  neighbour,  and  hatli  always  had  a  good  heart  to 
God ;  there  is  an  evidence  that  he  hath  no  grace  : 
whereas  the  poor  foul  that  finds  corruption  workings 
and  fin  raging  within  him,  may  yet  be  a  true  fiiiiit. 
Thus  as  corruption  felt  may  be  a  mark  of  grace,  becaufc 
grace  fights  againft  corruption  ;  even  fo,  doubting  felt 
may  be  a  mark  of  faith,  becaufe  faith  fights  againlh 
doubting,  and  oppofes  it,  as  being  quite  contrary  to  its 
very  nature.  But  will  any  therefore  put  doubting  into 
the  nature  of  faith,  as  if  it  were  effential  to  faith  to 
doubt?  Or,  will  any  therefore  exclude  perfuafion  from 
the  nature  of  faith,  as  if  it  were  not  effential  for  faith  to 
be  perfuaded,  becaufe  the  man  that  hath  faith  is  fome- 
times  doubting  ?  Juft  as  if  it  were  not  in  the  nature  of 
the  eye  to  fee,  becaufe  the  man  that  hath  eyes  is  Ibme- 
times  fleeping:  nay,  we  fay,  it  is  in  the  nature  of  faith 
t6  fee,  and  be  affured,  and  perfuaded,  becaufe  it  is  a 
fiducial  a£k;  hence  thefe  and  the  like  fcriptures,  Horn, 
iv.  20,  21.  "He  ftaggered  not  at  the  promife  of  God, 
thro*  unbelief,  but  was  ftrong  in  the  faith,  giving  glory- 
to  God;  btmgjully  perfuaded^  that  he  that  had  promifed 
was  able  to  perform."  And  Heb.  xi.  13.  it  is  faid  of 
all  the  Old-Teftament  believers,  to  whom  notwithftand- 
ingthe  revelation  of  the  objeft  of  faith  was  not  fo  clearly 
made  as  under  the  New  Tefl:ament,  that  they  received 
the  promifes:  well,  but  what  fort  of  an  a£l  v/as  that  re- 
ceiving a£t  of  theirs?  Why,  it  follows,  they  ^ere  per- 
suaded of  tbenp,  and  embrvced  them. 

The  common  fenfe  of  mankind  ufually  takes  faitli, 
or  believing,  for  a  perfuafion :  I  believe  fuch  a  thing ; 
that  is,  I  am  perfuaded^  or  affured  of  it;  I  do  not  doubt 
it :  I  believe  fuch  a  man ;  that  is,  I  am  perfuaded  it  is 
truth  that  he  fays  :  if  the  honeft  man  give  me  his  word, 
his  oath,  his  bond,  this  fortifies  the  perfuafion,  and 
certifies  the  perfon  that  hath  ado  with  him..  So  here, 
to  believe,  is  to  be  perfuaded,  affured,  and  certified  up- 
on the  word,  the  oath,  the  bond,  the  promife,  the  co- 
venant, yea,  the  blood  and  righteoufnefs  of  God  ;  and 
he  that  believeth  upon  fuch  a  ground,  as  all  true  believ- 
ers  do,  mufl:  believe  with  perfuafion,  accorim^  to  \kv^ 
jjieafare  of  faith:  if  it  be  a  weak  faith,  il  b  ^  we?J^  ^^t- 
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if  a  ftrong  faith,  a  ilrong  perfuafion.  And  it  is  not  a 
natural  perfuafion,  a  man's  per  funding  himfclf,  and  fo 
no  more  of  it ;  nay,  it  is  fupernatural,  and  comes  of 
God,  which  the  former  does  not;  Gal.  iv.  8,  *''  This 
perfuafion  cometh  not  of  him  that  calleth  you;"  intimat- 
ing, that  right  perfaaficn  cometh  of  God. 

This  a£l  of  receiving  Chrill  tlien  is  a  fiducial  aft,  a 
fiducial  perfuafion,  which  £bme  call  a  fiducial  aflurance. 
1  know  that  one  great  ground  of  miftalce  in  tliis  point  is, 
the  confounding  of  fiducial  aflurance  with  evidential  af- 
furance.  The  former  is  the  aflurance  of  faith,  and  in 
the  nature  of  it;  the  latter  is  the  afliu'ance  of  fenfe,  and 
the  efteft  of  faith;  and  is  not  properly  faith  at  all,  but 
lenfe  : — They  differ  in  their  afts;  by  fiducial  aflurance, 
wc  receive  Chrift  as  ours ;  by  evidential  aflurance,  we 
Icnow  him  to  be  ours :  the  former  every  believer  hath^ 
w^hen  he  a£ls  faith;  the  latter,  many  believers  want,  even 
when  they  ad  faith;  becaufe^  though  they  may  be  con- 
fcious  that  they  are  acting,  yet  they  may  not  be  confcious 
of  the  quality  of  the  aft,  if  it  is  faving  or  not. — Again, 
this  fiducial  and  evidential  affurance  differ,  as  in  their 
afts,  fo  in  their  order;  we  firfi:  believe  by  a  fiducial  per- 
fuafion, and  then  we  are  fure  by  an  evidential  perfuafi- 
on ;  the  one  is  the  caufe,  the  other  the  effeft:  the  per- 
iuafion  that  is  in  faith,  is  like  heat  in  tlie  fire  ;  the  per- 
fuafion that  is  after  faith,  is  like  fire  in  the  room,  that 
is  the  effeft  of  the  other. — They  differ,  in  their  objeft; 
the  objeft  of  fiducial  affurance  is  witliout  the  man,  and 
looks  to  the  promife  of  God,  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift; 
but  the  objeft  and  foundation  of  evidential  affurance  is 
within  the  man,  and  looks  to  the  work  of  God  within; 
fach  as,  graces,  attainments,  and  experiences. — ^They 
difter  in  their  effefts ;  the  effeft  of  judicial  perfuafion  is 
juftification,  the  effeft  of  evidential  perfuafion  is  confola- 
tion :  a  man  is  not  jufl:ified  by  his  evidential  knowledge, 
or  by  knowing  that  Chrift  is  his  ;  but  he  is  juftified  by 
his  fiducial  knowledge,  or  his  receiving  and  refting  up- 
on Chrift  for  falvation,  as  he  is  offered  in  the  gofoel. 
''  By  his  knowledge,  fliall  my  righteous  Servant  juftify 
many."     Faith  is  a  fiducial  aft. 

7,  In  a  word,  It  is  an  interefting  aft^wlvereby  a  man 
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is  interefted  in  Chrift  and  all  that  he  is  worth;  inforauch, 
that  upon  his  believing,  all  his  dc4)ts  are  paid  :  as  a 
woman  that  is  in  debt,  upon  her  marriage  to  a  rich  man, 
all  her  debt  is  paid  ;  becaule,  by  her  marriage,  all  her 
debt  is  transferred  upon  the  hufband  that  l!ath  married 
her:  fo  the  foul,  being  married  to  Chrift,  hath  all  his 
debt  paid  j  the  foul  beinpr  now  under  the  covert  of  its 
hufband,  is  not  anfwerable  for  its  own  debt,  nay,  hath 
not  its  own  fms  to  anfwer  for,  but  Chrift  tiie  hufl)and 
anfwers  for  them. — ^And  thus  much  conccrninaj  the  act 
of  faith  in  receiving  Chrift  ;  it  is  a  fpiritual  adl,  a  war- 
rantable aft,  a  venturin;^  aft,  an  evangelical  a6l,  and  a 
fiducial  aft,  as  alfo  an  interefting  adl.  I  come  now  to 
confider, 

Secondly^  The  object  of  this  ait,  namely,  Chrift ; 
As  ye  have  received  CuRifiT  ;  whicli  admits  of  a  double 
interpretation,  i.  By  Chrift  may  be  meant,  Chrift  doc- 
trinally  confidered;  or  the  doftrine  of  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift.  2.  By  Chrift  may  be  meant,  Chrift  perfonally 
confidered;  or  Chrift  himfelf  received  in  and  by  that 
doftrine. 

I.  I  fay,  by  C6riff  may  be  meant,  Chrift  doftrinally^ 
or  the  doftrine  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  as  Eph.  iv.  20. 
"  Ye  have  riot  fo  learned  Chrift:"  that  is,  ye  have  been 
otherwife  taught  the  doftrine  of  the  gofpel.  And  who- 
ever views  accurately  the  context  here,  both  the  verfe 
preceding  the  text,  and  the  verfe  following,  as  for- 
merly explained,  will  find,  tliat  by  CJbrift  here  may  evi- 
dently be  underftood  the  doftrine  of  Chrift,  or  the  gof- 
peL  And  indeed  rione  can  receive  Chrift,  and  rejeft 
his  doftrine;  but,  in  receiving  Chrift,  muft  firft  receive 
his  doftrine,  and  fo  Chrift  tliereiri  ;  sind  fo  he  that  re- 
Ceiveth  Chrift  is  faid  to  believe  the  gofpel;  and  every  true 
receiver  of  Chrift  is  a  receiver  of  his  doftrine,  becaufe 
that  is  the  feed  by  which  he  is  conceived  and  born;  and 
it  is  the  milk  by  which  he  is  brought  up  and  nouriflied 
to  eternal  life,  i  Pet.  i.  23.  chap.  ii.  2.  I  need  not  here 
ftand  to  commend  the  gofpel-doftrine  :  It  is  enough  to 
fay,  that  by  the  Lord's  bleffing  upon  it,  it  is  the  feed  to 
conceive,  and  the  milk  to  nourilli  all  the  c\\\\ik^\\  ^>S. 
Cod.    Whjr/'  it  is  the  channel  in  wliicU  t\ve  ?>^\t\X  x\\xvs\ 
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*'  Received  ye  the  Spirit  by  the  works  of  the  \2lv^^  or  by 
the  hearing  of  faith?"  Gal.  iii.  ^, — It  is  the  organ  of  the 
almighty  power  of  God ;  '^  I  am  not  alhamed  of  the  gof- 
pel  of  Chrili,  for  it  is  the  pov/er  of  God  to  falvation,  to 
every  one  that  believeth:"  his  power  iii  working  faith, 
his  power  in  meafuring  faith,  and  his  power  iii  favliig 
fmners  in  a  way  of  believing,  is  put  fordi  in  the  gofpd ; 
Why?  '^  For  therein  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  revealed 
froiA  faith  to  faith,"  Rom.  i.  i6,  17.  The  law  hath  con- 
vinced many,  but  never  converted  one  to  this  day ;  afid 
ft  gofpel-minifter  may  preach  the  law  for  many  good  ends, 
but  it  is  the  gofpel  part  of  preaching  that  doth  the  bufi- 
iiefs,  if  the  power  of  God  be  going  aloilg  with  it;  for  the 
gofpel  only  is  the  channel  wherein  the  converting  power 
of  tlie  Spirit  ruils ;  "  Faith  comes  by  hearing,  and  hear- 
ing by  the  word  of  God:"  Ghrift  is  revealed  therein  in 
order  to  his  beiiig  received^  It  is  not  the  gofpel  of  itfelf, 
but  Chrift  revealed  therein  that  heals  the  fmner.  It  is 
like  the  ferpent  lifted  up  upon  the  pole  in  the  wildernefs^ 
the  pole  did  not  heal,  but  the  ferpent  upon  the  pole,  that 
healed  the  fling ;  but  the  pole  held  it  up  to  be  feen : 
Even  fo,  it  is  not  the  pole  of  the  gofpel  that  heals,  but 
Chrift  lifted  up  upon  the  pole*  It  is  Chrift  that  is  to  be 
received,  but  he  is  to  be  received  as  offered  in  the  gof- 
pel; and  the  gofpel  holds  out  Chrift  to  the  eye  of  faith  : 
it  is  with  refpefl  to  Chrift  what  the  pole  was  with  refpeft 
to  the  ferpent ;  and  therefore  they  that  pull  down  this 
pole  of  the  gofpel^  in  any  relpeSt,  they  take  away  Ghrift  . 
from  the  eye  of  the  wounded'  Ibul,  the  ftinged  finner : 
they  that  pull  down  the  pole,  they  take  away  the  ferpent 
out  of  view  that  the  finner  cannot  fee  it.  Caft  down 
Chrift  they  cannot,  but  they  will  piill  down  tlie  pole, 
and  fo  take  him  oiit  of  fight.  They  that  are  concerned 
to  have,  or  to  give  others  a  fight  of  Chrift,  will  be  con- 
cerned to  have  the  pole-ftraight  that  holds  him  up; 
I  rnean,  the  gofpel  found  and  clear,  that  holds  him 
forth. 

Now,  there  is  no  good  merchant  for  the  kingdom  of 

heaven,  but  for  the  treafure's  fake  that  is  hid  in  the  field, 

v/ill  buy  the  whole  field;  Mat.  xiii.  44.  "  The  kingdom 

£>/  Jiesfven  i§  like  a  treafure  hid  xtv  a  tdd  v  ^i^^  Vb:\c\v^ 
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when  a  man  hath  found,  he  hideth;  and  for  joy  thereof? 
goeth  and  fclleth  all  that  he  hath,  andbuyetli  that  field.'* 
Well,  did  the  man  buy  the  treafure  only  and  not  the  field;, 
as  many  think  they  can  take  Ghrift,  and  rcjefl:  the  gof- 
pel?"  No;  he  went  and  bought  the  field  where  tlie  trea- 
fure was.  The  treafure  is  Chrift  ;  the  field  is  the  gof- 
pel ;  and  he  bought,  he  received  tlie  gcfpel ;  and  fo  had 
the  treafure  in  it,  Every  true  believer  values  tlie  gofpel 
(It  a  very  high  rate  ;  and  the  reafon  is,  bccaufe  it  is  the 
field  where  the  treafure  is  hid,  where  Clirift  is  to  be  had. 
And  yet  withal  many  mtiy  receive  the  gofpel-doftrine 
by  a  dogmatical  fakh,  an  opinionativq  faiUi,  and  not  re- 
ceive Chrift  himfelf.  This  is  a  faith  that  thoufands  pe-r 
rifli  by;  but  true  faith  receives  tlie  gofpel,  and  Chrift  iri 
it.     Therefore, 

2.  By  Chritt  here,  as  the  object  of  Auth,  we  are  to, 
underlland  Chrift  himfelf  to  be  received  ;  Chrift  perfo- 
nally  confidered.  The  object  of  faith  is  Chrift  tlie  Son  of 
God,  not  excluding  tlie  Father,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
for  each  perfon  of  the  glorious  Trinity  is  the  object  of 
faith  ;  Fatl^er,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  one  God ;  but 
this  God  would  be  as  inacceflible  to  us  as  to  tlie  fallen 
angels,  were  it  not  through  Chrift,  Chrift,  you  know,^ 
fignifies  ANOINTED,  and  to  receive  Chrift  is  to  receive 
him  as  the  Meffiab^  the  Sent,  Sealed,  and  Anointed  of 
God,  Ifa.  Ixi.  i.  His  anointing  fignifies  his  fingularor- 
^ination  to  be  our  Redeemer,  and  to  perform  the  work 
of  our  redemption;  for,  Him  bath  God  the  Father  Jtalcdy 
John  vi.  27,;  Sealed,  by  the  fupereminent  unftion  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  aijithorizcd  of  tlie  Fatli^r  to  it :  he 
4id  not  undertake  this  work  prefumptuoufly,  without  a 
call,  but  by  the  ordination  and  appointment,  of  God. 
His  being  the  Chrift,  points  out  his  eminent  qualificati- 
ons for  the  work  of  our  redemption;  ^s  he  is  a  Redeem- 
er of  God's  fending,  fo  of  God's  qualifying ;.  He  bath 
laid  help  upon  One  that  is  mighty;  One  that  is  stble  of 
himfelf,  and  enabled  of  his  Father  to  work  out  our  falva-. 
tion  and  redemption-work:  and  fo  to  receive  Chrift,  is 
-to  receive  God's  Sent,  God's  Anointed,  God's  Sealed 
One.  And  here  faith  views  the  divine  authority  o^  \\\v 
cocjmiffioi?^  in  that  he  is  given  of  the  ¥5xt\vet  Xo  \ie,  ^ 
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Prophet,  Prieft,  and  King ;  and  came  from  the  Father 
in  his  nanie  aild  authority.  And  hence  there  is  nothing 
that  Chrift  commends  more  in  the  New  Tettament  than 
this  faitli  that  believes  his  divine  mifficn,  his  divine  or- 
dination to  this  mediatory  work;  as  John  xvii.  8.  "I 
have  given  unto  tliem  the  words  which  thou  gaveft  ninto 
me,  and  they  have  received  them,  and  have  known 
furely  that  I  came  out  from  thee;  and  they  have  believed 
that  tliou  didft  fend  me."  To  receive  Chrift  then,  is  to 
receive  God's  Ambaffador,  God's  Anointed ;  and  that 
is  a  noble  faith. 

But  again,  to  confider  the  termination  of  faith  upon  this 
glorious  objeft:  the  man  that  receives  Chrift,  receives 
him  as  a  living  root,  and  as  a  glorious  head:  as  a  living 
root,  in  v/hom  he  is  implanted;  g^nd  as  a  glorious  head,  to 
whom  he  is  united,  Faith  goes  in  to  him;  and  fb  by  faith 
there  is  a  faving  implantation  in  him,  a  fpiritual  union 
to  him;  and  fo  this  receiving  of  him  makes  all  that  is  in 
Chrift  yours.  If  a  man  fliould  look  for  life  and  righteouf- 
nel*s  from  Chrift,  without  union  to  Chrift,  it  is  as  if  a  wo- 
man fliould  look  for  an  eftate  from  a  man  by  conveyance, 
and  not  by  marriage :  now,  God  gives  not  any  faving  be- 
nefit to  finners  by  conveyance, but  by  marriage  and  union 
with  Chrift.  Many  indeed  have  a  great  deal  of  gifts, 
parts,  and  abilities;  and  fuch  knowledge  as  peradventure 
you  may  call  it  revelation;  thefe  things  are  given  to  men 
thro'  Chrift,  but  v/ith  this  difibrence;  fome,  they  receive 
thefe  things  from  Chrift  as  a  fteward,  that  may  difpenfe 
them;  but  not  from  him  as  a  head,  flowing  in  to  them 
as  members.  To  natural  men,  and  wicked  nicn,  thefe 
things  come  from  Chrift  as  a  fteward ;  but  they  come 
not  from  him  as  a  head  of  union  ;  for  thefe  only  that 
are  united  to  him  by  faith,  have  fpiritual  bleflings  flow- 
ing to  tliem  from  Chrift,  as  the  head,  to  them  as  mem- 
bers. It  is  true,  that  unions  are  great  myfteries  ;  the 
union  of  God  and  man  into  one  Chrift,  is  a  great  my- 
ftery;  the  union  of  Chrift,  and  all  his  members  into 
one  body,  is  a  great  myftery;  the  apoftle  calls  it  a  great 
myftery,  faying,  I /peak  concerning  Chrift  and  his  churchy 
Eph.  V.  32.  The  believer  receiving  Chrift,  is  in  him  as 
^  member  is  in  the  head,  and  as  a  btaxidv  v^  m  \1\^  root; 
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and  in  him  fo  as  that  he  lives  by  the  life  of  Chrift,  and 
is  righteous  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  and  is  afted 
by  tlie  Spirit  of  Chrift.  Neither  is  this  union  to  Chrift 
by  receiving  him,  leffened  by  this,  that  Chrift  is  in  hea- 
ven, and  v/e  upon  earth ;  for,  as  the  union  between 
man  and  wife  is  not  leffened,  the  one  towards  another, 
though  they  be  a  thoufand  miles  afunder,  (though  the 
communion  is  not  fo  much  :)  fo  here,  the  union  that  we 
have  to  Chrift,  by  receiving  him,  is  not  leffened  by  his 
being  in  heaven  and  v/c  upon  the  earth:  It  is  true,  tlie 
communion  is  not  fo  clofe,  nor  fo  intimate,  as  it  would 
be,  if  we  were  in  the  fame  place  with  him;  but  the  uni- 
on is  not  leffened  :  they  are  united  and  married  to  the 
perfon  of  Chrift  by  receiving  him. 

Now,  the  objeft  of  faith  being  Chrift's  perfon,  and 
the  receiving  of  Chrift,  a  clofmg  with  this  i^rfim,  here 
is  the  honour  of  all  tlie  faints.  What  a  comfortable  and 
honourable  ftation  is  it,  to  be  a  member  united  to  this 
glorious  Head!  And  therefore,  before  I  pafs  this,  I 
would  acquaint  you  with  a  thing  which  you  will  find 
true  in  your  experience,  namely,  many  are  very  much 
troubled  and  tried  in  feeking  this  and  tlie  other  benefit 
from  Chrift,  fuch  as,  the  pardon  of  fin,  and  mortifying 
of  , corruption;  they  feek  and  are  never  the  better;  and 
what  is  the  reafon  ?  Even  becaufe  they  begin  at  the 
wrong  end  of  the  gofpel;  at  the  wrong  end  of  religion 
and  Chriftianity:  tliey  feek  the  things  of  Chrift  but  not 
the  perfon  of  Chrift ;  they  look  out  for  his  graces  and 
benefits,  without  clofing  with  his  perfon.  O!  fays  one, 
for  fuch  and  fuch  a  benefit  from  Chrift,  and  fuch  and 
fuch  graces  of  his  Spirit ;  very  well :  but  would  you 
have  them  from  Chrift  without  union  to  him  ?  Would 
ye  have  bleffings  from  Chrift,  without  Chrift  himfelf  ? 
Why,  what  though  you  ftiould  get  fome  bleffings  from 
him,  if  you  live  and  die  without  him.  O,  fays  one,  that 
goes  to  a  facrament,  O  for  fome  communion  with 
Chrift!  very  good;  but  here  is  the  falfity ;  you  would 
have  communion  without  union  to  him,  and  that  can- 
not be.  Union  to  his  perfon  is  the  foundation  of  true 
communion  with  him  in  his  benefits;  and  t.V\e.te.fo\'c  ^;W- 
majr  feek  communion  with  him,    and  yet  tve^tSx    V  = 
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foundation.  You  cannot  have  true  communion  without 
union  by  faith,  receiving  Chrift  himfelf ;  for  as  the 
graft  cannot  have  fap  from  the  root,  unlefs  it  be  fet  in- 
to tlie  flock  ;  if  it  be  not  ingrafted,  it  cannot  have  com- 
munion with  the  root :  fo,  neither  can  you  have  thefe 
graces  and  comforts  tliat  you  would  have  in  a  way  of 
communion  with  him,  unlefs  it  be  firft  in- a  way  of  uni- 
on  to  him.  And  therefore,  let  it  be  your  gi-eat  bufinefs, 
through  .grace,  to  clofe  with  Chrift  himfelf,  the  perfon 
of  Chrift,  as  he  is  handed  to  you  in  the  do£lrine  of  the 
gofpel:  never  reft  till  the  ofiering  hand  of  the  gofpel, 
and  the  receiving  hand  of  faith  meet  together ;  for  when 
Chrift  is  received,  then,  and  not  till  then,  is  there  a  real 
union  ;  and  this  is  the  foundation  of  all  true  and  fpiri- 
tual  communion. — ^Thus  much  fliall  fuffice  concerning 
the  objeiSl,  namely,  Chrift  dodtrinally  and  perfonally  con- 
fidered. 


SERMON       XXXV. 

CoLOS.    ii.  6. 
As  ye  have  rcceivedCbriftJefus  the  Lord^fo  ^aalkye  in  bim* 
[The  Second  Sermon  on  this  Text.]  * 

TN  the  illuftration  of  tlie  firft  head  of  method,  which 
-*•  was  to  fpeak  of  the  believer's  charafter  and  dignity 
as  a  receiver  of  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord,  we  propofed  to 
confider  the  aEi  of  faith,  as  it  is  a  receiving  of  ChriflfS 
next  the  objeSl  of  it,  Chrift;  and  then  the  capacity  .or  re- 
JpeSl  under  which  this  obje6t  is  received,  viz.  as  he  is 
Cbrift  Jefus  tbe  Lord.  We  have  confidered  the  firft 
two,  the  aft  and  objeft.     It  remains. 

Thirdly^  That  we  confider  the  capacities  or  refpeSs 
in  v/hich  Chrift  is  to  be  received,  namely,  as  a  Jefus^ 
and  a  Lord\  which  will  ftill  farther  clear  the  objeSb. 
There  are  three  letters  of  Chrift's  name  here  that  point 

him 
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him  out  beyond  all  other  names  in  the  world.  I  have 
formerly  told  you,  that  Chrift  is  offered  in  thefe  capaci- 
ties, and  I  have  juff  now  fpoke  of  the  firft  letter  of  his 
name,  viz.  Christ,  the  Anointed  of  God;  and  indeed 
it  is  not  found  faith  that  dotli  not  take  him  as  the  Sent 
of  Grod,  and  qualified  of  God  for  the  whole  redemption 
work.  But  tlie  other  two  letters  of  his  name  remain 
yet  to  be  touched  at.  And  you  may  confider  them  under 
this  view  as  the  two-fold  capacities  in  which  we  are  to 
Teceive  Chrift,  namely,  as  Jefus  the  Lord.  i.  As  he  is 
Jejus.     2.  As  he  is  the  Lord. 

I.  As  he  is  Jesus,  that  is,  a  Saviour.  This  is  the  firft 
name  given  Chrift  in  the  New-Teftament,  Mat.  i.  21. 
*'  His  name  fliall  be  called  Jesus,  becaufe  he  Ihall  fave 
his  people  from  their  fins;"  and  it  is  the  beft  name  that 
finners  can  hear  tell  of :  it  is  a  name  above  all  names, 
both  for  the  glory  of  him  that  bears  it,  and  the  comfort 
of  them  that  hear  of  it.  Now,  to  receive  Chrift  as  a 
Jefus^  is  to  receive  him  as  a'  fingularly  mighty  Saviour, 
that  is  able  to  faye  to  the  utmoft,  as*  appears  by  his  doing, 
dying,  fuffering,  fatisfying,  conquering;  and  furely, 
he  that  was  able  to  atone  God,  and  conquer  the  devil, 
is  able  to  fave  finners.  To  receive  him  as  a  Jefus,  is  to 
receive  him  as  an  univierfal  Saviour ;  I  mean,  not  only 
in  the  apoflJe's  fenfe,  i  Tim.  iv.  10.  that  he  is  the  Savi- 
our  of  all  men,  but  efpecially  of  them  that  believe ;  but  I 
mean  in  refpedl  of  the  falvatioh  that  he  brings  to  them 
whom  he  makes  to  believe  in  him:  and  fo  I  mean,  in 
the  fenfe  of  the  fame  apoftle,  Afts  xiii.  39.  **  By  him 
all  that  believe  are  faved  and  juftified  from  all  things, 
from  which  they  could  not  be  juftified  by  the  law  of  Mo- 
fes."  What  law  of  Mofes?  Why,  as  his  ceremonial  law 
could  not  do  the  bufinefs;  for.  It  was  impoflible  that  the 
blood  of  bulls  or  goats  ftiould  take  away  fin,  fatisfy  offend- 
ed juftice  or  pacify  a  wounded  confcience;  fo  his  moral  law 
could  not  juftify ;  for  we  having  broken  and  tranfgrefled  it, 
inftead  of  juftifyingus  it  condemns  us;  therefore.  What 
the  law  could  not  do,  in  that  it  was  weak  thro'  the  flefti, 
that  Chrift  by  the  gofpel  does :  he  juftifies  from  all  things; 
from  all  ^uilt,  fo  as  the  believer  can.  never  beconie  liable 
to  the  fanOion  of  the  law.     Some  would  have  the  ber 
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liever  juftified  only  from  fame  things^  as  it  were,  and 
ftill  liable  to  the  lalh  of  the  law  ;  but  we  maintain  the 
apoftle's  doftrine,  that  the  believer  is  juftified  from 
ail  things^  fo  as  nothing  can  be  laid  to  his  charge:  and 
feeing,  It  is  God  that  juftijietby  HvJbo  is  he  that  can  con-  I 
demn^  or  make  him  liable  thereunto  ?  To  receive  him 
as  a  Jefus,  then,  is  to  receive  him  as  a  complete  Saviour, 
a  perfect  Saviour;  that  faves  meritorioufly,  by  the  price 
of  his  blood,  and  his  mediation  for  us;  and  efficacioufly, 
by  the  power  of  his  Spirit,  and  his  effeftual  operation 
in  us  ;  that  faves  from  the  law  as  a  covenant  both  in  its 
commanding  and  condemning  power ;  that  faves  from 
death,  hell,  and  wrath.  But  salvation  is  a  great  word 
that  we  cannot  now  enlarge  upon ;  only,  to  receive 
Chrift  as  a  Jefus,  is  to  receive  and  reft  upon  him  alone 
for  falvation,  and  all  the  falvation  that  we  npfcd,  tem- 
poral, fpiritual,  or  eternal,  in  a  fuitablenefs  to  his 
promife  and  offer  in  the  word. 

2.  As  he  is  the  Lord\  which  imports  a  defire  to  be 
fubjeft  to  him,  as  he  is  a  King ;  and  to  be  conquered 
by  him,  as  well  as  faved  by  him.  Chrift  hath  lipon  his 
vefture  and  thigh  this  name  written.  King  of  kings^  and 
Lord  of  lords  i  He  is  the  King  and  Head  of  his  church; 
the  government  of  all  is  upon  his  flioulder,  particularly 
the  government  of  Zion,  where  he  hath  left  officers  to 
rule  under  him,  according  to  the  laws  of  his  kingdom, 
and  in  a  fuitablenefs  to  the  liberties  of  his  fubjecls,  point- 
ed out  in  his  word ;  and  to  have  any  hand  in  marring 
the  beautiful  order  of  his  government  that  he  hath  ap- 
pointed, or  incroach  upon  the  liberties  of  his  people, 
doth  ill  become  any  that  profefs  to  receive  him  as  a  Lord; 
as  little  doth  it  become  them  to  fay  in  efFedl,  Our  Lord 
delays  bis  comings  and  fo  begin  to  fmite  tlieir  fellow-fer- 
vants,  and  fo  fall  out  with  one-another,  efpecially  when 
a  tommon  enemy  is  creeping  in  that  would  fubjeft  the 
government  of  Ghrift's  houfe  intirely  to  a  fecular  power, 
whether  it  be  patrons  or  prelates,  princes  or  popes. 
Surely  they  that  receive  Chrift  as  a  Lord  and  King  over 
themfelves  will  not  be  carelefs  or  indifferent  about  his 
iordlhip  and  government  over  Zion,  as  a  King  and  Head 
^pfjjis  church ;  for  if  they  be  carekfe  a\>ouX\v\^  ^g^Ne-m- 
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ment  that  way,  whether  it  Hand  or  fall,  they  give  evi- 
dence of  their  never  truly  receiving  him  as  a  Lord. 

But  more  particularly,  to  receive  him  as  a  Lord,  is 
to  clofe  witli  him  for  fanftification  as  well  as  falvation, 
and  to  welcome  him  in  his  kingly  oiEce,  to  fubdue  fin, 
conquer  Satan,  and  deftroy  the  works  of  the  devil.  A 
true  believer  dpes  receive  Chrift  not  only  as  he  is  a 
Saviour,  but  as  he  is  a  Lord.  Confider  both  thefe  capa- 
cities jointly,  and  they  may  fearch  every  corner  of  your 
heart.  The  eye  of  a  loft  fmner  is  firft  upon  Chrift  as 
a  Saviour ;  fo  God  proponds  him,  and  fo  we  may  come 
to  him  ;  but  obferve,  there  may  be  much  felf-love  in 
feeking  Chrift,  a  Saviour,  for  falvation ;  for  falvation 
may  be  defired  merely  out  of  felf-lovc,  which  is  evident, 
if  we  are  for  dividing  Chrift,  for  taking  the  Saviour, 
and  leaving  out  tlie  Lord.  Many  would  divide  between 
his  falvation  and  his  dominion ;  they  would  have  Chrift 
as  a  Saviour,  to  fave  from  wrath ;  but  not  as  a  Lord, 
to  deftroy  their  lufts  and  fins.  But  herein  true  receiv- 
ing of  Chrift  will  difcover  itfelf ;  the  Lord  makes  the 
man  as  weary  of  his  load  of  corruption,  as  he  is  weary 
of  his  load  of  condemnation.  The  man  that  is  Aveary  of 
condemnation  only,  would  have  Chrift  as  a  Saviour ; 
but  he  that  is  weary  of  corruption  alfo,  would  have 
Chrift  as  a  Lord.  But  when  tlie  heart  would  have 
water  as  well  as  blood,  then  it  is  in  a  right  temper; 
when  the  man  would  have  water  to  purify  the  heart, 
9s  well  as  blood  to  pacify  the  confcience.  Our  defire 
of  Chrift  for  falvation,  may  be  tried  with  this  touch- 
ftone,  whether  we  have  the  fame  defire  for  Chrift^ 
the  Lord ;  as  for  Chrift,  the  Jefus^ 

I  think  it  is  utterly  impoflible  there  can  be  any  more 
uprightnefs  in  your  defirp  after  the  falvation  of  Chrift, 
than  there  is  of  a  defire  after  the  dominion  of  Chrift. 
Faith,  whatever  it  is,  will  bring  a  man  out  from  under 
the  commanding  power  of  fin,  as  well  as  from  under 
the  condemning  power  of  it.  And  however  a  believer 
may  ly  in  darknefs,  yet  I  conceive,  that  foul  is  out  of 
danger,  who  is  made  willing  to  receive  Chrift  both  as  a 
Saviour  and  a  Lord ;  and  fo,  willing  to  receive,  out  q€ 
hi^  hand,  poifon  to  kill  his  lufts ;    as  wdV  a^  ^ax^oxvxs^ 
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remove  his  guilt :  the  defire  of  pardon  of  fin,  and  the 
defire  of  purification  of  heart,  bear  proportion  ;  none 
can  truly  take  Chrifl:,  as  a  Saviour  for  jullification,  but 
they  will  alfo  truly  take  him,  as  a  Lord,  for  fanOiificati- 
on.  This  we  maintain,  let  calumny  fay  what  it  will;  as 
if  our  doftrine  were  an  enemy  to  boltnefs  * !  What  can 
be  the  ground  of  the  calumny,  I  cannot  know,  unlefa 
it  be  that  men  cannot  diftinguifh  betwixt  faving  faith, 
and  juftifying  faith ;  for  faving  faith  (of  which  we  are 
now  fpeaking)  rcfpecls  Chrill  in  all  his  oflSces,  as  a 
Prophet,  Priett,  and  King :  but  when  we  fpeak  of  faith 
merely  as  it  is  juftifying,  we  maintain  againfl:  all  the 
fubtil  Popery  in  the  world,  that  it  rcfpefts  Chrift  only  as 
a  Prieft,  as  a  facrifice,  and  propitiation ;  but  not  Chrift 
as  a  King.  For,  to  make  that  a6t  of  faith,  that  receives 
Chrift  as  a  Lord,  to  be  the  juftifying  ad  of  faith,  is  the 
very  foul  of  Popery,  that  builds  juftification  upon  fanc- 
tification,  or  upon  fanftifying  faith :  whereas  it  is  the 
receiving  of  Chrift  as  a  Prieft,  that  alone  juftifies  Ijefore 
God.  It  is  true,  faith  in  Chrift  as  a  Saviour  and  a  Lord, 
go  hand  in  hand  together,  they  are  infeparably  connec- 
ted ;  even  as  the  eye  and  ear  are  both  joined  together 
in  one  head ;  yet  it  is  not  the  office  of  the  eye  to  hear, 
or  of  the  ear  to  fee  ;  no,  but  it  is  the  office  of  the  eye 
to  fee,  and  of  the  ear  to  hear  :  even  fo,  though  faith  in 

♦  It  hath  been  the  fate  of  the  wjtncfTjs  for  the  trnth's  of  God,  in  every  perlid 
of  the  church,  efpcci.illy  fin.c*  the  commencement  of  Chnftianity,  to  be  traduced 
and  reproached  with  the  mof}  fciirrllous  epilhL'ts  and  opprobrious  names.  Tiie 
blefTed  Author  of  the  Chriltian  rcii^,ion  himfelf  did  not  efcape  the  obloquy,  con- 
'fumely,  and  cenfures  of  the  world;  and  his  difciples  were  acculed  with  beings 
hirbulent  and  pcftilent  fellows,  and  fuch  as  turned  the  world  uplid^  down. 
When  it  fared  fo  with  them,  wc  need  not  be  furprized  that  their  fncceffoi^ 
fhould  be  flouted  at,  mal-treat-d,  and  evil  fpoken  of  l)y  thofe  who  do  not  favour 
the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus — About  the  time  when  our  Author  d<rliverrd  thefc 
difcourfes,  an  irreligious  difpofition,  and  legal  fpirit,  wns  like  to  fiJiead  univcr- 
ially,  and  had  arrived  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  riiany  could  not  endure  to  hear  found 
do^rine  ;  and  the  teachers  and  defenders  thereof  were  the  obje<fls  of  the  refent- 
inent  both  of  the  infidel  and  legalifl.  As  our  worthy  Author  was  fincercly 
attached  to  the  do<Srines  of  the  gofpcl,  he  could  not  but  be  fmcerely  affefted  and 
truly  alarmed  at  every  encroachment  upon  the  facred  truths  of  his  ever  rloriouj 
Mafter,  fo  this  led  him  frequently  to  notice,  in  his  public  appearances,  the  afj-Hsr- 
fions  caft  upon  him  and  othern,  in  inculcatinc;  the  molt  impor'anr  truths  of  the 
gofpcl  of  Chrift,  particularly  their  being  derided  as  favourers  of  Aniinomianifuri, 
and  enemies  to  holinefs,  for  their  befriending  the  freedom  of  the  dcMJlrine  of 
grace,  in  aiferting  the  necefHty  of  finners  dying  to  the  law,  in  point  of  Jusxr- 
ncATioN,  in  order  to  thsir  living  to  God,  in  point  of  Sajjctificatioj^.— 
Sec  Vol.  I.. p.  232.     Vol.  II.  p.  304,  305. 
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(Thrift  as  a  Jefus  and  as  a  Lord  go  together  in  one  and 
the  fame  believer,  and  at  one  and  the  fame  time,  yet  they 
have  their  different  offices :  Chritt  as  a  King  and  Lord  is 
not  the  objeft  of  jufiifying  faith,  but  only  Chrift  as  a 
Prieft  and  Saviour.  It  is  not  Chrifr  as  the  Lord,  fubdu- 
ing  my  fm,  that  is  the  matter  of  my  juftification  before 

.  God;  but  Chrill  as  a  Prieft  paying  all  my  debt:  it  is 
,  not  my  perfonal  righteoufnefs,  even  in  my  gracious  fub- 
jedlion  to  Chrift  as  a  Lord,  that  can  be  the  ground  of 
juftification;  but  it  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  alone 
as  a  Prieft,  hi$  doing  and  dying,  that  is  the  ground  of 
juftification.  And  therefore  it  is  not  faith  dealing  with 
Chrift  as  a  'Lord  that  juftifies,  but  faith's  dealing  with 
Chrift  as  a  Prieft,  a  Saviour,  and  a  complete  Righteouf- 
nefs.  This  is  the  doftrine  of  the  word ;  which,  when 
our  Reformers  began  to  publifti,  they  were  branded  as 
enemies  to  holinefs  and  good  works  :  and  if  fomething 
of  this  be  not  at  the  root  of  many  reproaches  in  our 
day,  I  know  not  what  it  is ;  and  if  this  be  the  ground 
of  Aefe  reproaches,  we  may  gladly  bear  them  as  our 
glory. 

But  now,  we  are  fpeaking  of  the  oijefl  of  faith,  more 
largely  taken,  in  its  latitude,  as  it  is  faving  faith;  which» 
we  fay,  hatli  a  refpeft  to  Chrift  in  all  his  offices,  and 

'  particularly,  as  in  our  text,  it  receives  him  as  a  Saviour 
and  a  Lord  both;  and  truly,  the  receiving  of  Chrift  as 
a  Lord,  for  fanflification,  is  the  beft  mark  imaginable  of 
right  receiving  .of  Chrift  as  a  Saviour,  for  juftification. 
You  may  meafure  your  faith  and  intereft  in  Chrift,  not 
by  the  degree  of  your  perfuafioh  concerning  him  as  Sk 
Saviour,  but  rather  by  the  degree  of  his  virtue  and  power 
in  you  as  a  Lord:  it  is  better  to  meafure  it  by  the  depth 
of  his  work  in  you,  than  by  the  height  of  your  confidence 
in  him,  which  may  be  too  proud  and  bold.  If  yoif. 
ftiould  meet  a  man  travelling  upon  the  way,  and  fliould 
afk  him  how  many  hours  high  the  fun  is,  you  need  not; 
marvel,  if  inftead  of  looking  up  to  the  fun  to  fee  how 
high  it  is,  he  fliould  look  down  to  your  Ihadov/  to  fee 
how  fliort  it  is;  for  he  can  tell  that  way  better  than  look- 
ing upon  the  fun  itfelf :  even  fo,  if  a  man  would  judge 
how  much  of  Cljrift  is  iji  him,  the  beft  way  to  try  is  rather 
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to  look  downward  than  upward:  look  in  to  your  heart, 
and  fee  what  dafli  your  pride  hath  got,  and  what  abate- 
ment your  corruption  is  brought  under  ;  ifor  the  fhortef 
thefe  dark  Ihadows  are  in  you,  the  higher  is  the  Sun  of 
righteoufnefs-     Now,  the  grand  corruption  of  the  heart 
of  man,  the  great  root-fin,  which  fets  itfelf  againft  Chrift, 
as  a  Lord,  I  will  tell  you  what  it  is,  it  is  that  lord  of  all 
mif-rule.  Self  ;   that  is  the  lord  that  lords  it  over  you ; 
and  all  other  fins  are  but  the  brats  of  Self :  they  are  but 
fub-fervants,  under-fervants  to  this  great  lord  of  felf- 
love,  felf. pride,  and  felf-righteoufnefs.     Now,  a  true 'be- 
liever is  righteous  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  another  ;  he 
lives  by  the  life  of  another  ;   he  is  afted  by  tlie  fpirit  of 
another ;  and  therefore  he,  of  any  man  in  the  world, 
fliQuld  have  leaft  of  felf  in  him;  becaufe  Ghrifl:,  as  Lord, 
doth  abfolutely  fet  himfelf  againfl:  this  great  corruption. 
And  therefore,  if  you  would  know  one  excellent  way  of 
judging  of  Jefus  Chrift  the  Lord,  his  being  in  you,  it  is 
by  the  breaking  and  cafting  down  of  felf  y  for  the  more 
full  that  a  man  is  of  felf,  the  more  empty  is  he  of  Chrift; 
and  the  more  full  he  is  of  Chrift,  the  more  empty  he  ia 
of  felf ;  for  the  lord-felf,   and  the  Lord-Ghrift,  cannot 
ftand  together  :  the  lordfliip  of  Chrift  and  the  lordftiip  of 
felf  are  inconfiftent;  when  you  receive  the  Lord-Chrift, 
then  the  lord-felf  is  unthroned  and  thrown  down. — Thus 
much  of  the  believer's  charafter  and  dignity,  as  a  re- 
ceiver of  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord* 

IL  The  fecond  general  head  is,  To  fpeak  of  the  be- 
liever^s  duty,  having  received  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord,  then 
to  'vjalk  in  bim.  You  have  heard  of  the  two  tables  of 
the  law,  and  if  you  never  heard  of  the  two  tables  of  the 
gofpel,  you  may  fee  them  in  our  text ;  the  firft  is  to 
receive  Chrift^  and  the  fecond  is  to  ^alk  in  bim,  Tho' 
I  make  not  the  gofpel,  ftriftly  taken,  to  be  a  doftrine 
of  commandments  and  precepts  ;  yet,  where  tlie  law, 
is  in  the  hand  of  Chrift,  and  where  Chrift  is  the  Alpha 
and  Omega,  there  we  will  find  the  two  tables  of  the 
gofpel:  Cbrijt  is  All  in  all;  and  thefe  two  alls  make 
the  two  tables  of  the  gofpel.  Or, ,  if  the  two  tables  of 
the  gofpel  muft  anfwer  to  the  tables  of  the  law,  then 

con- 
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confider  the  lav/  as  a  covenant,  or  as  a  rule,  and  we  get 
both  fulfilled  in  Chrift;  the  law  as  a  covenant  is  fulfilled 
by  receiving  Cbrifti  the  law  as  a  rule  is  fulfilled  by  mjalk-- 
ing  in  bim:  and  fo  the  two  tables  of  the  law,  in  either  of 
thefe  refpefts,  are  anfwered  by  tliefe  two  tables  of  the 
gofpel;  for,  *^  Chrift  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteouf- 
nefs,  to  every  one  that  belie veth." 

I  muft  only  here  touch  a  little,  i.  At  the  denomination 
of  the  duty,  it  is  a  mialking.  2.  The  qualification  of  it> 
it  is  a  Hualking  in  Christ.     As  to  the    . 

Firfi^  The  denomination  of  this  duty,  it  is  a  waliing. 
I  know  many  things  might  be  faid  in  running  the  paral- 
lel; but  I  do  not  defignto  fqueeze  the  metaphor  beyond 
the  fcope  of  the  text,  but  juft  to  obferve  what  is  intend- 
ed therein.  And  tliere  are  thefe  three  things  that  I  ^- 
prehend  are  intended.  It  plainly  denotes,  i.  Praftice. 
2.  Progrefs.     3.  Permanency. 

[i.]  It  denotes  praftice,  or  prafticalnefs.  And  this 
is  oppofed  to  a  dogmatical  faith,  where  there  is  no  prac- 
tical religion.  Thefe  that  have  received  Chrift  they 
ought  to  be  practical  Chriftians,  praftical  believers;  As 
ye  bave  received  Cbrift  Jefus  the  Lord^  fo  walk  ye  in 
bim:  let  your  faith  be  a  working  faith.  As  by  the  fame 
hand  that  we  receive  a  thing,  by  the  fame  hand  we 
work ;  fo  your  faith,  if  it  be  faving,  then  as  it  receives 
Chrift  in  the  promife  of  the  gofpel,  fo  it  will  work  by 
love  in  the  precept  of  the  law:  if  it  receives  Chrift  in  the 
covenant,  it  will  work  by  love  in  the  commandment; 
Gal.  v.  6.  "In  Chrift  Jefus,  neither  circumcifion  avail- 
eth  any  thing,  nor  uncircumcifion,  but  faith  that  works 
by  love:'^  Why?  his  commandments  are  not  grievous. 
Quest.  If  we  have  received  Chrift,  what  need  we 
more :  Chrift  hath  done  all,  and  therefore  we  need  do 
nothing? 

Answ.  Indeed  many  good  principles  are  abufed  in  the 
world;  e.g.  Chrift  hath  done  all  fyr  his  people  in  point 
of  merits  and  he  does  all  in  his  people  in  point  oi  po^er  ; 
and  fo  without  him  we  can  do  nothing:  here  is  a  good 
jwinciple;  but  thence  to  infer,  that  tne  duty  and  lawful 
iife  of  means  is  not  ours,  is  to  abufe  this  good  princi- 
jple  to  licentioufnefs. — *'  When  fin  abounds,^  grace  much 
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more  aiounds;  there  is  a  good  principle ;  but  thence  to 
infer,  Let  us  fm,  that  grace  may  abound,  is  to  abufe  that 
good  principle,  and  a  turning  the  grace  of  God  to  wan- 
tonnefs. — ^We  are  juftified  by  faith,  without  the  works 
of  die  law;  there  is  a  notable  gofpel  principle:  but  thence 
to  infer,  that  a  juftified  man  needs  hot  be  conform  to  the 
law,  here  is  a  good  principle  abufed;  for,  "  Do  we  make 
void  the  law,  through  faith  ?  God  forbid  ;  nay,  we  efta- 
blifh  the  law." 

There  are  two  things  concerning  a  juftified  perfon, 
which  call  for  praftical  religion  ;  the  one  is,  God  glo- 
rifies him;  and  the  other  is,  he  is  to  glorify  God.  God 
glorifies  him ;  for,  **  Whom  he  juftifies,  them  he  alfo 
glorifies,"  Rom.  viii.  30.  But  then  God  is  to  be  glori- 
fied as  well  as  he,  and  will  be  glorified  by  all  that  are 
juftified;  and  therefore,  that  they  may  glorify  God,  they 
are  to  bring  forth  good  fruit.  And,  on  this  account,  may 
the  Lord  deliver  us  from  a  dead,  unfruitful,  and  uprofi- 
table  faith. 

There  are  four  great  reafons  why  they  that  have  re- 
ceived Chrift,  by  a  gofpel-faith,  Ihould  walk  in  him,  by 
a  gofpel-praftice,  namely,  becaufe  hereby  the  power  of 
faith  is  feen;  hereby  the  trial  of  faith  is  made;  hereby  the 
beauty  of  it  appears  to  others  ;  and  the  comfort  of  it  ac- 
crues to  ourfelves. 

I.  Hereby  the  power  of  faith  is  feen,  in  that  it  lead* 
to  a  gofpel-pradice.  How  is  it  that  its  power  is  thus 
feen  ?  Why,  even  in  oppofing  many  and  ftrong  lufts  : 
though  it  Ihould  not  conquer  them,  yet  it  oppofes  them; 
and  ta  oppofe  and  fight  againft  fin,  in  fcripture-language, 
is  to  conquer  it:  this  is  a  fighting  the  good  fight  of  faith. 
The  power  of  faith  is  feen  in  a  gofpel-praftice,  while 
faith  is  thus  exercifed  in  fouring  the  fweeteft  fin,  in 
bearing  the  greateft  burden,  and  making  eafy  the  hard- 
eft  commandment.  When  Chrift  fpeaks  of  doing'  the 
greateft  things,  then*he  compares  faith  to  the  leaft 
jthings  ;  when  he  fpeaks  of  removing  mountains,  then  he 
compares  faith  to  a  grain  of  muftard  feed:  and  indeed, 
faith  makes  a  man  to  remove  mountains  of  pride,  and 
fets  a  man's  hatred  upon  that  which  he  loved;  and  fets 
^  man's  love  upon  that  whigh  h^  Vi^\^d*    "R^^  ftva\l% 
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heavy  weight  of  lead  be  made  eaf/  to  a  cluld?  Wliy,  if 
you  do  not  pare  the  lead,  to  make  the  weight  lefs,  then 
you  muft  add  ftrength  to  the  child ;  and  if  he  has  more 
ftrength,  though  the  weight  be  not  pared,  yet  it  makes 
no  matter,  becaufe  the  child  hath  ftrength  to  bear  it : 
even  fo,  Grod  in  the  gofpel  makes  the  ajmmand  light 
and  eafy ;  how  fo  ?  not  by  paring,  or  abating  the  com- 
mandment, or  diminilhing  the  rule,  (that  is  our  corrupt 
way;)  but  God  does   it  by   giving  more  of  faith,   and 

more  of  Ghrift. ^And  fo  tlie  power  of  faith  is  feen  in 

carrying  a  man  thro'  the  greateft  duties  nnd  trials. 

2.  Hereby  the  trial  of  faitli  is  made;  I  fay,  by  a  gof- 
pel praftice-  Many  judge  of  the  truth  of  their  faith  by 
the  degrees  of  their  Confidence  ;  but  the  bell  trial  is  by 
the  degrees  of  their  conqueft  over  fin ;  the  degi-ecs  of 
their  conquefts  over  their  lufts  and  corruptions.  As  I 
faid  before,  you  may  know  the  height  of  the  fim  by  the 
fliortnefs  of  your  ftiadow,  more  than  by  the  degrees  of 
altitude*  How  much  doth  a  man  believe?  even  as  much 
as  his  faith  purifies  his  heart,  and  mortifies  his  lufts;  fo 
much  does  he  believe,  and  no  more.  It  is  true,  a  man. 
may  be  believing  in  Chrift  for  juftification,  and  com- 
ing under  the  covert  of  his  blood,  while  in  the  mean 
time  he  fees  no  meafure  of  fandlification ;  but  on  the 
contrary  his  heart  full  of  hell,  and  enmity  and  corrupti- 
on; yea,  but  in  the  mean  time  what  is  that  light  where- 
in he  fees  his  own  vilenefs,  but  fanftifying  light?  And 
what  is  that  grace  whereby  he  is  loathing  and  abhorring 
himfelf,  but  fanflifying  grace?  And  fo  when  juftifying 
faith  is  bufy  flying  under  the  covert  of  blood,  fan&ify- 
ing  grace  is  not  idle;  nay,  the  more  that  faith  afts  upon 
Chrifl  for  juftification,  the  more  will  it  aft  in  purificati- 
on.    Again, 

3.  Another  reafon  why  a  gofpel  faith  fhould  have  a 
gofpel-praftice  is,  becaufe  hereby  the  beauty  of  faith  ap- 
pears to  others,  and  our  light  fhines  before  men,  fo  as  they 
feeing  our  good  works,  do  glorify  God.  The  beauty  of 
faith  is  feen  by  others,  not  in  faith  itfelf,  but  in  the  gof- 
pel-walk  and  praftice  that  it  produces.  If  a  man  would 
know  in  the  morning  whether  the  fun  be  xifetv  m  \kv^ 
eafl:,  he  will  readily  look  to  the  weft,  and  fe^  \N\\e>Jsve^ 

Vol.  Ill  I  D  \v^ 


^o  The  Duty  of  Reaching  Christ, 

he  can  notice  the  refledlion  of  the  fun-beams  upon  the 
top  of  a  houfe,  or  the  top  of  a  hill ;  he  looks  the  quite 
contrary  way  from  the  fun  ;  and  yet  he  does  it  ingeni- 
oufly  enough  :  even  fo  here,  if  a  man  would  know  you 
to  be  a  believer,  he  will  not  look  into  your  faith,  but 
will  look  out  to  your  life,  or  look  back  to  your  conver- 
fation,  and  fee  what  marks  your  Yarth  makes  there ; 
hence  faith  the  apoille,  Sbev)  me  thy  faUb  by  tby  nvorks. 
Faith  and  works  are  contrary  in  point  of  juftification, 
and  yet  when  a  man  would  fee  your  faith,  he  will  look 
to  the  contrary  part,  and  fee  how  it  appears  in. your  walk 
and  work :  and  if  it  appears  not  there,  the  beauty  cf 
faith  is  not  feen. 

4.  Hereby  the  comfort  of  faith  accrues  to  yourfelves: 
^venby  a  gofpel-practice  you  have  the  comfort  of  faith; 
for,  *'  Great  peace  have  all  they  that  love  his  law  :  t&e 
fruit  of  righteoufnefs  is  peace."  There  is  no  greater 
comfort  in  the  v/orld  than  for  a  man  to  get,  by  faith, 
maftery  over  fm,  and  grace  to  do  duty  for  God.  What- 
ever a  man  does  for  God,  leaving  felf  behind  him,  it  car- 
ries the  fweeteft  relilh  in  the  world  with  it.  All  duties, 
and  fufferings  -both,  are  made  fweet  by  this,  that  it  is 
done  for  God.  Self,  in  any  duty,  doth  four  the  duty  be 
it  never  fo  admirable;  "  Let  every  man  prove  his  own 
work, faith  the  apoftle,  thenlhall  he  have  rejoicing  in  him- 
felf,  and  not  in  another,"  Gal.  vi.  4. — Thefe  are  fonie 
reafons  why  gofpel-faith,  in  receiving  Chrift,  muft  be  at- 
tended with  gofpel-praftice  in  walking  in  him. 

Many  talk  of  pradlical  religion  in  our  day,  but  few 
know  what  it  is  to  walk  in  it;  they  are  like  the  lark  that 
fmgs  with  the  higheft,  but  builds  with  the  loweft  :    fome   • 
fmg  with  the  higheft,  as  if  they  were  almoft  angels;  but 
where  do  they  build?  where  are  their  affeftions?  where 
are  their  hearts,  their  aims,  their  ends?    They  are  low, 
earthly,  and  fenfual.     You  that  profefs  to  be  fi'iends  to 
the  gofpel,  O  let  the  moutlis  that  reproach  religion  be 
ftopped  by  tlie  power  of  religion  in  your  walk.     If  the 
world  call  us  Antinomians;  "  It  is  the  will  of  God,  that    , 
by  well-doing  we  put  to  filence  the  ignorance  of  fooBlh    , 
men,"  i  Pet.  ii.  15.   We  account  tliem  the  greateft  ftars 
tAat  give  tlie  greateft  light ;  fo  men  v? \1\  ^^o\3J!Lt  them  | 
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ftill  the  greateft  Chriftians  that  give  the  grcateft  light,  by 
their  gofpel  praflice  in  holinefs  toward  God,  and  righ- 
teoufnefs  toward  men.  If  you  be  not  a  better  fervant, 
a  better  child,  a  better  parent,  a  better  mailer,  than 
you  were,  or  than  otliers  are,  what  credit  will  religioil 
get  by  you  ?  Therefore,  feck  a  pradlical  faith,  leading 
to  a  gofpel  pra6lice. 

[2.]  This  walk  imports  not  only  praftice,  but  pro4 
grefs  ;  to  Hand  ftill  is  not  to  walk.  Walking  imports 
progrefs  and  growth  from  faith  to  faith,  from  ftrength 
to  ftrength,  from  glory  to  glory.  For  the  truth  is,  by 
reafon  of  corruption,  we  are  like  the  boat  in  a  ftrcam  5 
if  we  go  not  forward  by  the  oar,  we  go  backward  by 
the  tide  :  fo,  if  we  go  not  forward,  by  the  ftrength  of 
grace,  we  will  go  backward,  by  the  ftrength  and  powei* 
of  corruption ;  even  as  the  boat  in  tlie  ftream  cannot 
ftand,  it  muft  go  backward.  It  is  true,  people  may  be 
at  a  ftand  in  religion  and  yet  feem  to  walk  ;  men  may 
go  the  round  of  duties,  and  yet  not  be  walking  ;  like  a 
fpinning  wheel,  it  goes  round,  but  yet  it  is  in  the  fame 
place  fUll.  Many  may  be  called  old  job-trot  profeffors; 
they  are  the  fame  now  that  they  were  twenty  years  ago; 
no  more  holinefs,  no  more  knowledge,  no  more  expe- 
rience. 

Quest.  What  is  this  growth  arid  pfogrefs  ? 
I  anfwer.  It  is  not  like  a  wheel  that  runs  round,  and 
ftands  ftill  in  the  fame  place ;   but  where  there  is  more 
knowledge  of  Chrift,  more  infight  into  the  myfteries  of 
the  gofpel,  more  feeling  of  the  power  of  the  gofpel,  more 
viftory  over  lufts  and  corruptions,  &?c.  tliere  is  growth 
and  progrefs.^    It  is  true,  a  child  of  God  may  fdl,  and 
he  may  relapfe,  and  fall  again  ;  his  feet  may  be  be- 
numbed that  he  cannot  walk  :  but  here  is  the  happinefs 
of  a  true  cliild  of  God,  one  that  hath  truly  received 
Chrift,  that  his  fins  are  always  beneficial  to  him ;  he 
will  gain  more  in  holinefs  by  one  fin,  than  a  natural 
man  will  gain  by  an  hundred 'duties:  for  his  fall  is  like 
I  the  ftumbling  of  a  horfe  that  makes  him  ride  the  fafter; 
V  fc  the  believer  may  ftumble,  but  when  he  gets  to  Kv'i 
J  feet  again,  ht  runs  the  fatter,  makes  quicker  ipto^ttS.^ 
W  iathe  wajrs  of  God;  his  fall  humbles  him,  asxd  xrv^^^ 
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him   more    dependent,   more  watchful,   more  chxum- 

[3.]  Thin  walk  imports  permanency  both  in  the  way 
and  do£lrine  of  Giiriib,  accordin^^  to  the  following  vcrfe, 
Rcoted  and  eftablijhcd  l:i  the  faith.  A  fi  iglc  ilep  is  not  a 
walk,  it  is  a  p'^irmancnt  motion;  therefore  it  vs  called  a 
being  eftablilhcd  in  tlie  faitli,  a3  we  have  been  taught, 
Wliy,  how  can  a  man  walk,  and  yet  Le  rooted  ;  walk, 
and  yet  ftand  ftable?  thefe  are  very  inconnllent;  i  Cor. 
XV.  50.  "Be  ye  ftedfLifc  and  unmovcable,  always  abound- 
ing in  the  work  of  the  Lord:"  stf^dvast,  and  yet  abound- 
iiig'  in  tbe  'vcork;  moving,  and  yet  tmvioveable !  lilce  tlie 
tv/o  feet  of  a  pair  of  compaffes,  the  one  foot  cf  the 
compafs  ftands  laft  in  the  centre,  and  the  other  drav/3 
the  line,  and  goes  romid:  fo  it  is  with  the  believer,  his 
faith  is  like  the  foot  of  the  compafs,  tiiat  ftands  faft  in 
the  centre,  Chriil  and  his  doclrine;  but  his  gofpel-prac- 
tice  is  the  part  that  is  like  the  other  foot  of  the  compafs, 
it  never  ftands,  but  ever  moves  in  the  way  of  tlie  Lard. 
Hit  ftands  faft  in  tbe  faith ^  and  yet  walks.  As  in  v/alk- 
ing,  one  foot  ftands  while  the  other  moves,  or  elfe  a 
man  is  leaping  and  not  walking ;  fo  wliUe  v/e  go  for- 
ward in  the  way  cf  gofpel-obedien.^c,  Vv"c  muft  ftand  fall 
in  the  faith;  that  foot  muft  ftand  vvhile  the  foot  of  obedi- 
ence moves,  or  elfe  we  are  like  them  that  leap,  rather 
tiian  like  thefe  that  walk:  I  mean,  there  are  fome 
who  will  leap  out  of  one  doclrine  into  anotlier,  not  being 
eftabliihed  in  tlie  faith  of  Chrift,  which  was  a  ftediiiftnefe 
v/hich  the  apoftle  commends  in  the  ColoIIians  here>  in 
the  verfe  immediately  preceding  our  text.  But  as  a 
tree  that  is  planted  in  one  place  to-day,  and  tranfplanteil 
t )  another  place  to-morrow,  and  fo  on  frcm  place  to  place, 
cannot  bear  fruit ;  fo  the  foul  doth  not  ftand  faft,  but 
leaps  from  dedlrine  to  dc6lrine;  from  principle  to  princi^ 
pie;  from  prcfelTion  to  profeflion;  and  is  unfettled  in  the  , 
principles  of  religion,  cannot  be  fruitful:  Therefore  the 
apoftle  exhorts,  Eph,  iv.  14,  15.  '^  That  we  hencefortk 
be  no  more  children,  tolled  to  and  fro,  and  carried  about-! 
with  every  wind  of  doftrine,  by  the  flight  cf  men,  and 
cunning  craftinefs,  whereby  tliey  ly  in  wait  to  deceive: 
But  fpeaking  the  truth  in  love,  may  grow  up  into  IximifJ 

an 
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all  things  which  is  the  head,  even  Chrift."  And  Hcb. 
xiii.  9.  ''  Be  not  carried  about  with  Grange  dodriiies ; 
for  it  is  a  jrood  thing  that  the  heart  be  cllabUfhed  with 
grace." — And  thus  you  lee  what  ma}'^  be  imported  in 
^izllcinf^* 

S;fconJiy^  The  qualification  of  tliis  duty  is,  it  is  a  v^alk- 
ing  in  Christ.  Here  is  a  great  word,  and  many  tilings 
might  be  faid  upon  it;  bat  all  that  I  oiler  fliall  be  in  two 
lliort  words  on  it  at  tiie  time.  To  wailc  in  Cbrif:  is  net 
to  walk  in  oiirfelves^  but  out  of  ourfches.  Now,  there 
is  a  twofold  felf-denial  ;  a  L-lf-denial  in  point  of  fm  ; 
tliat  is,  a  denyin;i^  ungo'Jlinefs  and  worldly  lufts:  this  the 
grace  of  God  tliat  brings  falvatiun  teaches  cfTcdlually, 
as  the  law  teaches  precept ivcly.  Again,  there  is  a  feil- 
dcnial  in  point  c^f  grace.  Now,  there  is  a  two-fold  de- 
nial of  grace,  the  one  is  in  point  of  juliificjition,  ar.d 
the  other  is  in  point  of  fauiiiilication.  Confider  thefe 
two  a  little,  in  order  to  know  what  it  is  to  walk  in 
Chrift. 

I-  There  is  a  deniiil  of  grac^  in  point  of  jufiification; 
a  felf-dcnial  with  refpett  to  grace  in  point  of  iubniling 
with  God  in  jullificalion.  I  would  alk  y^^u.  How  do  you 
fubfift  in  a  jullified  iLile?  Are  you  juliified  by  faith  in 
Chrift  without  the  works  of  the  law  ?  Doth  your  grace, 
or  fanttlfication,  juflify  you,  or  expiate  your  f;n?  Nay, 
that  which  brought  you  into  the  favour  (.f  God  at  firll 
TAuft  keep  you  tliere  ftilL  You  that  are  brought  into 
the  favour  of  Gcxl,  how  do  you  fraud  in  favour  with 
him  ?  It  is  not  Ix^caufe  of  your  favoury  vcnifon,  but 
your  elder  brother's  deaths ;  it  is  not  your  graces  or 
beft  holinefs,  but  the  gannent  of  Chrift's  rightcoufnefs 
that  brings  you,  and  keeps  you  in  favour  witli  God. 
Nov/,  to  v/alk  in  Chrift  in  the  matter  of  juftific^ticn,  or 
looking  for  acceptance  witli  God,  is  to  be  denied  to 
your  graces  in  j[X)int  of  acceptance ;  but  to  let  Chrift 
have  his  proper  room :  put  npt  grace  in  the  room  of 
Chrift  and  his  righteoufnefs;  be  as  holy  as  you  can,  but 
never  a  whit  more  juftified  are  you  thereby;  grace  hath 
its  place  in  fanftification,  and  walking  before  God,  but 
it  muft  have  no  place  here  ;  for  a  man  doth  not  fublift 
in  a  juftified  ftate  by  his  graces,  or  holincls ;    hence 
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though  Paul  could  fay,  Rom.  Vii.  22.  "I  delight  in  the 
law  of  God,  after  the  inward  man;"  but  behold  how  de- 
yiied  he  is  to  this,  faying,  ver.  24.  "  O  wretched  man  that 
I  am!  who  ihall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  fin  and 
death?"  What  then  does  he?  "  Thanks  be  to  God,  fays 
he,  throiigh  Chrift;  for  there  is  no  condemnation  to  them 
that  iare  in  Chrift."  He  fets  not  fandification  in  the  - 
room  of  Chrift'15  righteoufnefs. 

2.  There  js,  in  fome  fojt,  a  denial  of  grace,  even  in 
refpe£]t  of  fandification;  that  is  imported  in  a  walking  in 
Chrift  thus  5  even  becaufe  a  believer  doth  not  walk  in 
Chrift  n^erely  by  the  ftrength  of  habitual  grace;  nay,  he 
icannot  do  it  but  by  the  operation  and  motion  of  the  Spi- 
rit of  Chrift  that  cometh  down  from  above  !  for,  as  we 
ufe  to  fay,  the  ftxip  does  not  go  by  its  fails,  but  by  the 
wind  ;  the  fails  indeed  take  in  the  wind,  but  it  is  the 
wind  that  makes  the  fliip  to  go ;  fo,  when  a  believer 
walk§  in  fpirituaj  ob^dignc^,  either  aftive  or  paflive,  in 
doing  or  fufFering,  it  is  owing  to  grace  that  comes  down 
like  auxiliaries,  which  makes  him  walk  in  him.  This 
is  what  the  apoftle  calls  grace  fufficient  for  hini;  ''  My 
grace  ftiall  be  fufiicient  for  thee:"  and  this  makes  a 
weak  believer  ftrong,  in  a  moment,  both  for  work  and 
warfare.  "  My  grace  fliall  be  fufficientfor  thee;"  why, 
had  not  the  apoftle  grace  within  him?  Yea,  but  the 
fcripture  gives  ground  for  this  diftindion;  there  is  grace 
in  a  man,  and  grace  with  a  man;  grace  in  the  believer, 
that  is,  habitual  implanted  grace;  grace  with  the  belie- 
ver, that  is,  adual  aflifting  grace,  that  comes  and  carrier 
him  on  in  his  courfe,  and  by  this  means  he  walks  in  Chrift 
being  denied  to  his  own  habitual  grace,  and  refling  on 
liim  for  adual  conftant  fupply. — To  walk  in  Chrift  in 
both  thefe  refpeds,  is  for  a  foul  to  fay,  "  In  the  Lord' 
pnly  have  I  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength :  In  the  Lord  only 
have  I  RiGHTJEousNEss;"  there  is  the  denial  of  grace,  in 
point  of  juftification:  *'  In  the  Lord  only  have  I 
STRENGTH,"  there  is  the  denial  of  grace,  in  point  of 
fandification  V 
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CoLos.  ii.  6. 
As  ye  have  received  Cbr  if t  J  efus  the  Lord^fo  ^alkye  in  bim. 

[The  'J  hlrd  Sermon  on  this  Text.] 


BUT  that  I  may  a  little  more  fully  confider  the  qua- 
lification of  this  duty  of  walking  in  Chrift,  we  may 
sonfider,  i.  What  it  fuppofes.  2.  What  it  excludes. 
3»  What  it  includes.     4.  What  it  infers. 

ift,  What  this  walking  in  Chrift  fuppofes.  Thefe  two 
things  efpecially  are  ifuppofed  to  a  walking  in  Chrift. 
I.  That  Chrift  is  the  way.  2.  That  we  have  got  in  to 
that  way. 

I.  It  fuppofes  that  Chrift  is  the  way.  To  walk  in 
Chrift,  fays  plainly  that  Chrift  is  the  way ;  and  there- 
fore Chrift  fays  himfelf,  John  xiv.  6.  I  am  the  m^ay^  8scc. 
There  was  one  other  way  to  heaven  before  tlie  cove- 
nant of  works  was  broken,  namely,  perfeft  perfonal  0- 
bedience;  but  now  there  is  no  other  way  to  heaven  but 
Chrift,  Adls  iv.  12.  *^  There  is  no  name  given  under  hea- 
ven, whereby  to  be  faved,  but  the  name  of  Chrift."  What 
fort  of  a  way  Chrift  is,  we  may  afterwards  fliew,  in  purfu- 
ing  of  this  text;  but  here  I  fliall  only  add,  that  whatever 
elfe  be  called  the  way,  fuch  as  the  commandments  of 
the  law,  and  holy  obedience  thereto ;  yet,  take  Chrift 
out  of  that  way,  and  behold  it  will  never  reach  halfway 
to  heaven;  take  Chrift  out  of  the  Bible,  and  you  will 
find  no  way  for  a  finner  there,  but  what  will  land  him 
in  hell.  Chrift  is  the  good  old  way,  the  new  and  living 
v/ay,  and  the  way  of  holinefs  itfclf ;  for  there  is  no  holi-. 
nefs  but  w^hat  is  contained  in  him,  and  derived  from 
him:  and  hence  fome  eminent  divines  exp\a\\\\5[v^^  Wv^- 
turc  of  CArllt himfelf,  Jfa.  xxxv.  8.  ^*  Au\vV^  \n^7  ^^. 
'      D4  ^^^ 
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be  there,  and  it  Ihall  be  called  the  way  of  holinefs."  There 
is  no  holinefs  where  there  is  no  walking  in  Chrift.  Ne- 
ver believe  the  tongue  that  fays  the  preaching  of  Chrift 
is  a  difcouragement  of  hoiinefs;  for  to  walk  in  him  is  the 
only  way  of  holinefs :  it  is  a  holy  walk,  for  he  is  the  holy 
way. — It  fuppofes  that  Chrift  is  the  way. 

2,  Our  walkin^^  in  Chrift  fuppofes  that  we  have  got 
in  to  that  way.     We  cannot  walk  in  him  unlefs  we  be 
in  him.     And  therefore  receiving  Chrift  is  here  prefup- 
pcfed  to  a  walking  in  him.     By  receiving  Chrift  we  get 
in  to  him;   and  then,  and  not  till  then  are  we  in  cafe 
to  Vv'alk  in  him.     The  union  of  matter  and  form  makes 
a  body ;   the  union  of  foul  and  body  together  makes  a 
man  ;  the  union  of  a  man  and  Chrift  together  makes  a 
Chriftian:    and  till  then,   empty  is  he  of  Chrift,  and  of 
all  true  good  works  or  fpiritual  walking.     A  man  may 
bring  forth  the  fruit  of  good  works,  morally  good,  and 
materially  fo,  and  may  bring  them  forth  as  a  tree  upon 
his  own  rojt,   upon  old  Adam's  root;   but  he  can  never 
walk  in  Chrift,  or  bring  forth  fruit  in  Chrift,  till  he  be 
in  Chrift ;  for  what  is  fruit  that  grows  upon  a  tree,  but 
the  fap  of  the  root  concofted  into  fruit;    fo,  what  is 
walking  in  Chrift,  or  working  in  him?  it  is  juft  the  fap 
of  the  Spirit  of  grace  putting  itfelf  forth,  into  the  fruit  of 
new  obedience;   and  this  fuppofes  union  and  implantati- 
on into  the  root.     Many  err  in  this  matter;  they  refolve 
to  walk  in  the  way  of  duty  before  ever  they  have  received 
Chrift,  or  got  in  to  him;  and  by  thefe  means,  they 
think  they  will  get  in  to  Chrift  and  receive  him  :  they 
walk  fo  and  fo  devoutly  that  they  may  receive  Chrift, 
Thus  they  invert  the  order  of  the  text,  and  put-  the . 
plough  before  the  horfe  ;   for,  receiving  of  Chrift,   muft 
^o  before  walking  in  him:  yea,  it  is  impoffible  tliere  can 
be  a  walking  in  him,  before  there  be  a  receiving  of  him. 
Walk  as  you  will  before  you  receive  Chrift,  it  is  a  walk- 
ing on  your  own  legs ;  and  to  think  that  thefe  v^rill  bring 
you  to  Chrift,  is  as  if  a  branch,  by  bearing  fruit  upon 
its  own  tree,  could  be  thereby  tranfplanted  upon  ano- 
ther tree;   no:   it  is  not  by  bearing  fruit  upon  its  own 
tree,  but  it  muft  be  cut  off  from  its  own  root,  ere  it  can 
be  ingrafted  in\.o^    or  bring  fortVi  fruiX.  \rpoia.  ^caother: 
cvQn  foj  it  is  not  your  bearing  frmX.  on  voux  own  ^ 
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ftock,  or  doing  many  good  works  that  will  bring  you  to 
Ghrift ;  nay,  you  are  miftaken ;  you  mull  be  cut  off 
from  your  old  flock,  and  from  your  own  works,  and 
ingrafted  into  Ghrift. — Thus,  walking  in  him  fuppofes 
union  to  him.     Therefore, 

adly,  What  this  walking  in  Ghrift  excludes.  It  ex- 
cludes fin  and  felf ;  a  finful  walk,  and  a  felfifli  walk. 
So  far  as  a  man  walks  in  Ghrift  he  cannot  walk  in  fin^ 
nor  walk  in  himfelf. 

I.  It  excludes  a  finful  yralk,  a  walking  in  fin  or  in 
the  flefli ;  for,  they  that  are  in  Ghrift,  they  walk  not 
after  the  flefti;  but  after  the  Spirit,  Rom.  viii.  i.  Tho* 
they  have  fin  in  them  yet  tliey  do  not  walk  in  it,  like  the 
reft  of  the  world;  becaufe  fo  far  as  Ghrift  comes  in,  fin 
goes  out.  Some  fpeak  of  forfakitig  fin,  in  order  to,  and 
before  coming  to  Ghrift;  but  never  will  you  forfake  fin 
evangelically,  till  once  Ghrift  come  to  you,  and  you 
come  to  him.  When  Ghrift  comes  in  to  the  temple,  he 
drives  out  all  the  buyers  and  fellers;  and  tlierefore,  let 
him  in,  and  he  will  make  the  houfe  clean.  His  coming 
is  like  the  coming  of  light ;  as  tlie  light  comes  in  to  the 
houfe,  the  darknefs  goes  out;  even  fo,  as  the  Sun  of  righ* 
teoufnefs  Ihines  in  to  the  foul,  the  fliadows  of  fm  and 
darknefs  evanifli. — When  a  man  walks,  he  leaves  fome- 
thin^  behind  him,  which  he  turns  his  back  upon;  fo  he 
that  walketh  in  Ghrift,  he  tijrns  his  back  upon  his  old 
mafter,  the  devil,  faying.  Wo  is  me  that  I  have  been 
fo  long  led  captive  by  him  at  his  will ! — He  turns  his 
back  upon  his  old  acquaintance,  the  world,  faying,  O 
vain  world!  I  have  feen  fometliing  of  the  matchlefs  glory 
of  the  Son  of  God,  and  therefore  look  upon  all  worldly 
glory  as  nothing,  and  lefs  than  nothing  and  vanity.—- 
He  turns  his  back  upon  his  old  lufts  and  idols,  faying 
with  Ephraim,  What  have  I  any  more  to  do  *witb  idols  ? 
Fain  would  he  be  rid  of  fin ;  Lord,,  take  vengeance  on 
this  luft  and  that  luft ;  give  it  a  dead  ftroke  that  it  may 
never  revive  again. — He  turns  his  back  upon  his  old  re* 
ligion,  that  he  may  ferve  the  Lord  in  newncfs  of  Spirit, 
and  not  in  the  oldnefs  of  the  letter.  He  leaves  his  cradle- 
faith  behind  him,  and  gets  a  faith  of  God's  o^rati<m\ 
J}e  leaves  bis  old  hops  behind  him,  w\ud\\iBA  tv.o  lovav- 
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dation  but  fand,  and  is  begotten  again  to  a  new  and 
lively  hope:  He  leaves  his  old  legal  way  of  performing 
duty  behind  him,  and  learns  a  new  obedience,  influen- 
ced by  new- covenant  grace-,  and  by  the  love  of  Chrift 
conftraining  him.     And  therefore, 

2,  It  excludes  a  felfiih  walk.  This  walking  in  Chrift 
excludes  a  walking  in  felf ;  for  the  more  that  a  man 
walks  in  Chrift,  the  more  does  he  walk  out  of  felf:  as 
Chrift  comes  in,  felf  goes  out;  when  Chrift  is  received, 
felf. is  expelled.  The  felf- righteous  finner  is  like  an 
empty  bottle  filled  with  nothing  but  air;  but  pour  wine 
into  the  bottle,  and  as  the  wine  goes  in,  the  air  goes 
out :  fo,  the  foul  is  filled  With  nothing  but  airy  fpecu- 
lations,  and  a  light,  vain  efteem  of  himfelf ;  but  let 
Chrift  in,  let  tlie  wine  of  the  Spirit  be  poured  into  the 
foul,  as  that  wine  goes  in,  the  air  will  go  oiit.  The 
felfifti  finner  is  like  an  empty  ftomach,  filled  with  no- 
thing but  wind;  but  if  wholefome  food  be  received  and 
digefted,  then  the  wind  is  gradually  difpelled  ;  fo  here, 
the  finner  is  filled  with  the  wind  of  pride  and  felf;  but 
if  Chrift,  the  bread  of  life,  and  water  of  life,  be  received 
and  digefted,  then  it  diflipates  the  wind  of  pride  :  his 
felf-eftimation  is  turned  to  felf-abhorrence ;  his  felf-jufti- 
fication  is  turned  to  felf  condemnation ;  his  felf-love  is 
turned  to  felf-loathing  ;  his  felf-dependence  is  turned  to 
felf-renounciation ;  his  felf-feeking  is  turned  to  felf* 
fearching,  and  felf-examination,  and  to  a  feeking  of 
God  and  his  glory.  Inftead  of  ferving  himfelf,  his  de- 
fire  is  now  to  ferve  God  as  his  only  Mafter:  inftead  of 
exalting  himfelf,  his  defire  is  now  to  glorify  God  as  his 
chief  end :  inftead  of  pleafing  himfelf,  his  defire  is  to 
pleafe  God,  not  to  fatisfy  his  juftice,  as  a  Judge,  for 
that  the  Surety  hath  done,  but  to  pleafe  his  heart  as  a 
Father;  he  dares  not  venture  on  any  thing  that  will 
difpleafe  fuch  a  kind  Father:  inftead  of  refting  in  him- 
felf, his  defire  is  to  reft  in  the  Lord,  and  enjoy  him, 
faying,  O  to  enjoy  him  in  his  grace,  and  in  his  glory ! 
to  enjoy  him  in  this  and  that  duty;  in  this  and  that  or- 
dinance ;  until  I  enjoy  him  fully  in  heaven? 

Now,  when  a  felfiih  walk  is  excluded,  it  excludes  at 
the  fame  time^  a  jiatural  walk,  ^  \e^^\  vj^YV.,  ^tvd  ^ 
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pharifaical  walk. — It  excludes  a  natural  walk,  which 
being  grounded  only  upon  the  light  of  nature,  amounts 
to  no  more  but  a  natural  righteoufnefs. — It  excludes  a 
legal  walk,  which  being  grounded  only  upon  the  light 
of  the  law,  and  that  a5  a  covenant,  makes  but  a  legal 
imperfeft  righteoufnefs. — It  excludes  an  hypocritical 
walk,  which  being  grounded  only  upon  the  external 
light  of  the  gofpel,  makes  only  a  pharifaical  righteouf- 
nefs, where  the  man  hatli  the  form  of  godlinefs,  but  denies 

the  power  of  it. Many  things  here  might  be  added 

^s  to  what  this  walking  in  Chrift  dpth  exclude,  which 
may  afterward  fall  in  upon  the  application.  I  come, 
therefore, 

3flf/y,  To  confider  what  this  walking  in  Chrift  dotli 
include.  Not  to  multiply  particulars  here  either;  there 
are  two  things  more  efpecially  that  it  Icems  to  include. 
Walking  in  Chrift  is,  i.  A  walking  in  a  conformity  to 
him.     2.  In  the  improvement  of  him. 

I.  It  is  a  ^yalking  in  a  conformity  to  him,  and  fo  to 
walk  in  Chrift  is  to  be  like  him.  In  heaven  the  faints 
fliall  be  like  him,  for  they  fhall  fee  him  as  he  is :  Even  fo 
here,  when  we  behold  his  glory,  and  are  changed  into  the 
fame  image,  then  it  is  that  we  walk  in  him;  even  as  the 
body  walks  wherever  the  head  walks  ;  and  where  the 
head  and  the  body  walk,  there  the  feet  walk ;  all  tliat 
is  in  the  head  walks.  .This  then  is  a  walking  in  him 
who  is  the  glorious  Head,  v/hen  the  members  foUov/ 
the  Head,  and  walk  in  a  conformity  to  him. — It  is  a 
walking  in  a  conformity  to  his  nature,  being  holy  as  he 
is- holy,  perfedl  as  our  heavenly  Father  is  perfeft,  mer-  * 
cifiil  as  he  is  merciful,  &?c. — It  is  a  walking  in  a  con- 
formity to  his  way  of  walking;  i  John  ii.  6.  "  He  that 
faith  he  abideth  in  him,  ought  to  walk  even  as  he  alfo 
walked.'*  Did  he  walk  in  love  to  God  and  man?  Did  he 
walk  in  zeal,  fo  as  the  zeal  of  God's  houfe  did  eat  him 
up  ?  Did  he  walk  in  meeknefs,  patience,  humility, 
and  aftivity,  always  going  about  doing  good,  never 
weary  of  well-doing?  We  are  to  walk  as  he  thus  walk- 
ed.— ^It  is  a  walking  in  a  conformity  to  his  ends  that  he 
fet.  before  him  ;  his  end  was  the  glory  of  God,,  the  ad- 
vancement oi  his  kingdom^  the  ruin  o£  SaX^Ti^?*  Vyr%*  - 
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doni,  and  in  all  the  praife  of  his  rich  and  free  grace ; 
and  furely  we  will  walk  in  him,  when  we  have  thefe  for 
our  ends  which  were  his  ends. — It  is  a  walking  ia  a 
conformity  to  his  law,  which  is  a  tranfcript  of  his  com- 
jnunicable  nature  for  our  pra£lice ;  6e  walked  in  a  con- 
formity to  his  own  law,  in  all  its  holy,  juft,  good,  and 
merciful  ways;  and  we  will  walk  in  him,  when  We  walk 
in  a  gofpel-conformity  to  the  fame. — It  is  a  walking  in 
a  conformity  to  the  relations  that  he  comes  under  to  us; 
and  fo  it  is  a  walking  in  him  as  our  Redeemer,  by  price 
and  power,  which  we  do  when  we  walk  as  thefe  who 
are  not  their  own,  but  bought  with  a  price,  therefore  glo- 
rifying the  Lord  in  our  fouls  and  bodies  which  are  his. — 
It  is  a  walking  in  him  as  our  Head,  by  living  as  mem- 
bers of  fuch  a  Head,  and  deriving  fpiritual  virtue  from 
him. — It  is  a  walking  in  him  as  our  Father,  depending  on 
him  as  children  upon  their  father. — It  is  a  walking  in 
him  as  our  Judge,  Lawgiver,  and  King;  and  fo  a  walk- 
ing as  thefe  that  are  accountable  to,  and  as  we  ftiall  an- 
fwer  at  the  tribunal  of  this  Judge ;  fitting  at  the  feet, 
and  receiving  the  law  from  the  mouth  of  tliis  Lawgiver; 
and  yielding  the  tribute  of  praife,  obedience,  and  fub- 

jeftion  to  this  King. In  a  word,  it  is  a  walking  in 

conformity  to  tlie  privileges  we  receive  from  him :  Hath 
he  enlightened  us  in  the  knowledge  of  himfeif  ?  Then 
to  walk  in  him,  is  to  walk  as  children  of  light,  and  not 
is  thefe  that  are  in  the  darknefs  of  ignorance. — Hath  he 
called  us  effefitually  ?  Then  to  walk  in  him,  is  to*  wdUc 
worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  we  are  called. — Hath 
he  given  us  grace  ?  Then  to  walk  ia  him,  is  to  walk,  not 
as  gracclefs,  but  as  gracious  perfons  ;  not  as  tliefe  that 
are  in  a  ftate  of'  nature,  "but  in  a  ftate  of  grace. — Hath 
he  pardoned  our  fins,  juilified  our  perfons,  brought  us 
into  peace  witJi  himfeif  ?  Then  to  walk  in  him,  is  to 
walkfo  as  to  Hand  faft  in  the  liberty  wherewith  he  hath 
made  us  free. — Hath  he  poured  in  the  promife  into  our 
hearts  ?  Then  to  walk  in  him,  is  to  walk  fo  as  having 
thefe  promifes.  to  cleanfe  ourfelves  from  all  filthinefs  of 
the  flefh  and  fpirit,  perfefiling  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord. — Hath  he  made  us  heirs  of  glory?  Then  to  walk 
ia  him,  is  to  walk  as  candidates  for  heaven,  as  pilgrims 

and 
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and  ftrangers  in  the  earth,  and  fo  having  our  converfa- 
tion  in  heaven. 

2.  It  is  a  walking  in  the  improvement  of  him.  To  walk 
in  Chrift  is  to  improve  him  by  faith,  as  v»'^e  receive  hira 
thereby.  It  is  to  improve  and  make  ufe  of  him  for  light, 
life,  ftrength,  motion,  acceptance,  and  ail  in  him. — And 
lb  to  walk  in  him,  is  to  walk  as  thefe  that  have  their 
life  in  him,  and  cannot  live  without  him,  no  mere  than 
the  body  can  live  without  tlic  head;  ''  Without  me  ye  can 
do  nothing,"  John  xv.  5. — To  walk  in  hira,  is  to  walk  as 
thefe  tliat  have  their  light  in  him,  faying,  "  The  Lord  is 
my  light;  and  though  I  walk  in  darknefs,  the  Lord  will 
be  a  light  to  me." — To  walk  in  him,  is  to  walk  as  thefe 
that  have  their  ftrength  in  him,  faying,  "  Not  that  we 
are  fufficient  of  ourfelves  to  think  any  thing  of  ourfelves, 
but  jour  fufficiency  is  of  God:  And,  I  can  do  all  tilings, 
thro*  Chrift  ftrengthening  me;"  hence  they  are  called  to 
be  ftrong  in  the  grace  fiiat  is  in  Chrift.  Art  thou  in 
Chrift?  Then  the  grace  that  is  in  him  is  forthcoming  for 
thee:  as  the  life  that  is  in  the  heart  is  in  the  toe,  the  foot, 
the  outermoft  member  of  the  body;  fo  is  the  believer's 
grace  in  Chrift;  and  if  the  gi'ace  that  is  in  Chrift  were  not 
in  the  believer  alfo  in  his  meafure,  how  could  he  be 
ftrong  in  the  grace  that  is  in  Clu'itt? — To  walk  in  Chrift 
is  to  v/alk  as  thefe  that  have  their  acceptance  in  liim ;  we 
are  accepted  in  the  Beloved;  not  merely  for  his  fake,  but 
in  him  as  our  Head;  who  having  fulfilled  the  law,  and 
fatisfied  the  jufticc  of  God,  his  doing  is  ours,  becaufe 
we  are  in  hira:  the  Head  having  done  it,  the  body  is 
reputed  as  having  dene  it ;  and  fo  we  arc  accepted  in  hira. 
— To  walk  in  Chrift,  is  to  walk  as  thefe  that  have  their 
motion  in  him  :  we  cannot  move  fpiritually,  but  by  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift  ;  and  indeed  if  our  life  and  ftrengtii  be 
in  him,  our  motion  muft  be  in  him  alfo. — To  walk  in 
Chrift,  is  to  walk  as  thefe  that  have  their  fulnefs  in  him; 
their  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fa.idlification,  and  redemp- 
tion ;  and  are  complete  in  him  by  virtue  of  their  union 
to  hira. — You  fee  what  a  vaft  field  is  here,  and  how 
much  lies  in  this  vralking  in  Chrifh  It  is  an  improvement 
of  him  for  all,  as  having  our  all  in  him. 

And  yet  furtlicr,  this  walking  in  Chrift  imp)rts  fuch 
an  improvement  oi  Clirift  by  faith,  as  I  toVd  yo\x\>eS;o\:^ 
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this  walking  did  import.  Walking,  I  faid,  did  import 
thefe  three  things  efpecially,  namely,  practice,  progrefs, 
and  perrnanency  :  fo  here,  this  walking  in  Chrilt  im- 
ports a  pra£lical  improvement'  of  Ghrift ;  a  progi'effive 
improvement  of  him ;  and  ^  permanent  improvement  of 
him. 

(i.)  A  pradical  improvement  of  Ghrift;  that  is,  not  on- 
ly a  receiving  of  Ghrift,  and  then  fuftering  it  to  ly  fleep- 
ing,  as  it  were,  in  the  dull  habit;  but  it  implies  faith  in 
praflical  aftings  and  vigorous  yxercile  of  it,  and  laying 
fafter  and  faller  hold  upon  him;  and  reducing  your  faith 
into  prafikice,  that  you  may  adorn  the  doflrine  of  God, 
our  Saviour,  in  all  things. 

(2.)  A  progreflive  improvement  of  Ghrift;  a  following 
on  to  know  the  Lord.  It  is  not  a  ftanding  ftill,  a  fitting 
down,  or  going  back,  but  a  walking  in  Ghrift,  a  going 
forward;  "  Forgetting  the  things  that  are  behind,  and 
reaching  forth  to  the  things  that  are  before,  and  prefling 
towards  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of 
God,''  Phil.  iii.  13.  The  man  that  walks  in  Ghrift  can 
never  get  enough  of  him. 

(3.)  It  is  a  permanent  improvement  of  Ghrift.  A  man 
that  takes  a  ftep  or  two  forward,  and  then  fits  down 
again,  he  cannot  be  faid  to  walk :  fo,  fome  take  a  ftart 
of  devotion,  a  fit  of  zeal  and, concern  for  religion,  per- 
haps about  a  communion,  but  it  dies  out.  Thefe  can- 
not be  faid  to  walk  in  Ghrift  ;  for  walking  in  him  is  a 
conftant,  permanent,  perfevering,  and  continued  im- 
provement of  him.  It  is  true,  this  conftant  progrefs  is 
not  always  difcemable;  faints  themfelves  may  have  their 
winter- withering,  as  well  as  their  fummer-frjiit:  and  we 
are  not  to  judge  of  the  growth  of  a  tree  by  looking  to  it 
this  day  from  what  it  was  yefterday  ;  for  there  m,ay  be 
no  fenfil^le  alteration  ;  but  ftay  till  the  fpring  come,  and 
tlien  you  will  difcern  the  flourifti  and  the  fruit ;  yea,  let 
fome  years  pal's,  and  then  you  may  fee  fome  fenfible 
growth  of  the  whole  tree :  fo,  the  children  of  God  are 
not  always  to  judge  of  their  continued  growth,  by  com- 
paring what  they  are  this  day,  with  wliat  they  were  the 
former  day ;  or  what  they  are  this  month,  with  what 
thev  wcr^  tlie  former  month,  left  lliete  \3^  xvo  d^vlc^tm- 
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ble  advance  ;  but  let  them  (at  leaft,  if  they  be  of  any 
Handing  in  Chrift)  judge  by  what  they  are  now,  from 
what  they  were  at  tlieir  firll  ingraftment  into  Chrill:,  and 
they  will  find  that  they  have  attained  more  knowledge  of 
Chrift  than  at  firft,  more  experience  of  his  favour,  more 
outlettings  of  his  grace  than  they  underftood  before ; 
more  infight  into  tlie  gofpel,  more  ftroaks  that  their  cor- 
ruptions have  got,  and  fo  more  fruit  and  growth. 

This  improvement  of  Chrift  is  permanent;  it  is  a  walk- 
ing in  Chrift,  and  abiding  in  him;  John  xv.  5.  **  He  that 
abideth  in  me, and  I  in  him,  the  fame  bringeth  forth  much 
fruit;  for  without  n^,  (or  separate  from  me,)  ye  can 
do  nothing.  And  ver.  6.  If  a  man  abide  not  in  me,  he 
is  caft  forth  as  a  branch,  and  is  withered ;  and  men  ga- 
ther them,  and  they  are  caft  into  the  fire,  and  are  burnt." 
To  receive  Chrift,  is  to  enter  upon  the  bridge;  and  to 
walk  in  him,  is  to  keep  the  bridge ;  for  a  downfal  on 
either  fide  is  dreadful.  Some  fall  down,  as  it  were,  on 
the  right  fide  of  the  bridge,  as  hypocrites  and  felf-righte- 
ous  perfons;  fome  on  the  left  fide  of  the  bridge,  as  thefe 
that  give  themfelves  over  to  profane  praftices.  There  is 
a  few  that  keep  the  bridge,  and  thefe  are  true  believers 
and  receivers  of  Chrift  ;  or,  if  they  happen  to  fall,  they 
are  like  a  man  that  falls  half  down,  as  it  were,  and  is  kept 
up  by  a  chain  faftened  to  his  body  ;  he  may  gdt  a  hurt 
by  the  fall,  and  put  to  a  terrible  fright  by  it,  left  he 
drown  and  perifti;  but  the  chain  pulls  him  up  again;  even 
fo,  the  believer,  he  is  tied,  as  it  were,  to  the  bridge  by  a 
chain,  a  double  chain,  namely,  the  fpirit  of  faith  dwel- 
ling in  him,  and  the  grace  of  faith  wrought  in  him;  for, 
"  He  that  is  joined  to  the  Lord  is  one  fpirit;"  and  of  this 
faith  Chrift  hath  faid,  "  I  have  prayed  for  thee,  that 
thy  faith  fail  not:"  yea,  there  is  the  chain  of  a  fure  pro- 
mife,  the  cham  of  divine  faithfulnefs,  the  chain  of  an 
cverlafting  righteoufnefs.  However,  if  he  do  not  keep 
the  chain,  he  may  fall  To  as  to  be  put  in  fear  of  periih- 
ing,  in  the  gulf  of  everlafting  wrath  ;  and  he  may  hing  ' 
at  the  chain,  as  it  were,  betwixt  hope  and  defpair  :  he 
may  hurt  his  peace  and  comfort  by  his  unwatchfulnefs; 
and  God  may  vlfit  his  iniquity  with  the  rod^aiidVvm^VCvKv 
over  the  gulf,  till  the  chain  pull  him  up  agaiti.  Ix  v&  xJaet^- 
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fore  dreadful  in  any  cafe  not  to  keep  the  bridge.     I  come 
now  to  confider, 

^tbly^  What  this  walking  in  Chrift  doth  infer.  It 
infers  and  brings  along  with  it  efpecially  two  things, 
namely,  a  walking  with  his  Father,  and  a  walking  in  his 
Spirit. 

1.  A  walking  with  his  Father.  "Enoch  walked  with 
God.  Walk  humbly  with  thy  God.'*  And  what  is  it  to 
walk  with  God,  but  to  walk  in  communion  whh  him, 
and  comfortable  enjoyment  of  him? — In  communion  with 
him;  in  a  conftant  contemplation  of  him,  fanflifying  the 
Lord  in  our  hearts;  in  a  conftant  ajBTeflion  to  him,  hav- 
ing his  love  Ihed  abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghoft; 
and  in  a  conftant  dependence  on  him,  receiving  our  all 
from  him  by  faith,  and  returning  our  all  to  him  in  duty 
and  gratitude. — It  is  a  walking  in  the  comfortable  enjoy- 
ment of  him,  as  all  our  portion  and  happinefs,  all  our 
falvation,  and  all  our  defire ;  renouncing  all  things  in 
heaven  and  earth,  as  our  portion,  but  a  God  in  Chrift 
alone :  and  indeed  to  enjoy  God,  is  to  enjoy  all,  and 
more  than  words  can  exprefs,  or  thouj^ht  conceive  ;  it 
is  to  enjoy  beikg  itfelf,  in  whofe  nature  is  ingroffed  all 
poflible  perfefiUons. 

2.  It  infers  a  walking  in  his  Spirit;  Gal.  v.  i6.  "  Walk 
in  the  Spirit,  and  ye  fliall  not  fulfil  the  lufts  of  the  flelh.'' 
And  to  walk  in  the  Spirit  is,  in  Ihort,  to  walk  in^c 
light  of  the  Spirit,  as  a  Spirit  of  wifdom  and  revelatioi!% 
the  knowledge  of  Chrift. — It  is  to  walk  in  the  love  of  the 
Spirit,  as  a  Spirit  of  love  in  the  foul,  working  love  to- 
wards God  and  man. — It  is  to  walk  in  the  liberty  of  the 
Spirit,  with  enlarged  hearts  towards  God,  and  the  things 
of  God. — In  the  comforts  of  the  Spirit,  A£ls  ix,  31.— 
In  the  ftrength  and  power  of  the  Spirit,  Rom.  viii-  2.— 
And  in  all  the  graces  and  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  Gal.  v. 
22,  23. 
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SERMON     XXXVII. 

CoLos.  ii.  6. 
s  ye  have  received  Cbrift  Jefus  theLord^fo  walk  ye  in  bimm 

[The  Fourth  Sermon  on  this  Text,] 


rHERE  are  two  things  which  the  fcnptures  princi- 
pally  teach,  (as  you  may  all  know  by  your  Cate- 
dfm)  viz.  '  What  we  are  to  believe  concerning  God, 
md  what  duty  God  requires  of  man/  Faith  and  prac- 
:e  are  the  two  great  things  in  itj  what  we  are  to  be- 
;ve,  and  what  we  are  to  do.  This  text  then  is  a  fliort 
mpend  of  the  whole  fcripture;  for  it  contains  all  that 
ncerns  firft  our  fciith,  and  next  our  praftice:  yea,  it 
t  only  teaches  wnat  we  are  to  believe,  and  what  we 
e  to  do,  or  pradlife,  but  alfo  how  we  are  to  believe, 
id  how  we  are  to  praftife.  How  are  we  to  believe  ? 
ven  by  receiving  Cbrift  Jefus  tbe  Lord;  for  believing 
id  receiving  is  the  fame  thing,  John  i.  I2,  "  But  as 
any  as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  become 
e  ^ns  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on  his  name,'* 
nd  fo  to  believe  aright  is  to  receive  Chrift,  and  to  re- 
ive him  aright  is  to  receive  him  as  a  Jefus,  and  as  a 
ord ;  as  a  Jefus,  that  we  may  be  faved  by  the  price  of 
LS  blood;  and  as  a  Lord,  that  we  may  be^ governed  by 
le"  power  of  his  Spirit.  Again,  how 'are  \ffe  to  praftife; 
iren  by  walking  in  him;  and  v/alking  in  hini  as  we  have 
^ceived  him.  Now  as  to  the  rule  of  the  believer's  walk, 
:  Ues  mbft  emphatical  here  in  the  as  and  the/c?,  in  the 
5Xt;  As  je  have  received^  So  w/z/i.-  which,  in  the  gene- 
al,  injports,  that  a  gofpel-walk  is  ^yriilking by  faith;  for 
i%  we  receive  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord  l>y- faith,  so  we  are 
o  walk  in  him,  namely,  by  faith/  There  can  be  no 
ight  walking,  or  working,  but  by  feith;  this  is  the 
priog  of  the  fpiritual  life ;  The  juft  Jhall  five  b^ .  ;faitb^ 
Vol.  IIL  f  E  ics^m. 
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Rom.  i.  17.  Hab.  ii.  4.  Gal.  iii.  11.  Heb.  x.  38,  And 
this  walk  is  exprefly  called  a  walking  by  faith,  zGor.v.;. 
We  vjalk  by  faith,  and  not  by  fight.  As  ye  have  receiv- 
ed Cbrift,  fo  ^alk  ye  in  him:  Did  you  receiye  him  by 
faith  ?  So  walk  in  him  by  a  continual  receiving  of  him, 
and  drawing  virtue  from  him  to  enable  you  to  hold  on 
your  way.  But  tliis  leads  us  to  the  next  general  head 
of  the  method. 

III.  The  third  general  head  of  the  method  is,  To 
fpeak  of  the  rule  of  the  believer's  duty,  and  the  propor- 
tion it  Ihould  bear  to  his  reception  of  Chrift,  namely, 
That  he  is  to  walk  in  Chrift,  as  he  hath  received  him. 

More  particularly,  feeing  tlie  great  emphafis  of  the 
text  lies  in  the  as  and/o,  importing,' that  the  walk  is  to 
be  fuitablc  to  the  reception,  we  would  enquire  what  pro- 
portion and  fuitablenefs  this  walk  Ihould  have  to  the  re- 
ceiving of  Chrift :  And  here  confider,  i.  The  proportioii 
and  fuitablenefs  of  this  walk  to  the  aSl  of  receiving,  or 
the  ;w^««<?r  wherein  we  receive  Chrift.  2.  The  propor- 
tion and  fuitablenefs  thereof  to  the  objeEi  received,  or  to 
the  capacities  wherein  we  received  Chrift,  namely,  as, 
he  is  Cbrift  Jefus  the  Lord. 

Firfty  The  proportion  or  fuitablenefs  of  this  walk  to 
the  a6i  of  receiving;  or  the  manner  wherein  we  received 
him.  Here  then  I  muft  addrefs  the  believer,  who  only! 
is  capable  of  this  work,  becaufe  he  only  hatli  received 
Chrift,  and  muft  enquire  at  him  how  he  hath  received 
Chrift,  that  he  may  be  direfted  how  to  walk  in  him.     , 

I.  Then,  Did  you  receive  Chrift  obedientially  andj 
warrantably,  upon  the  warrant  of  the  call  and  comni'i 
of  God,  requiring  you  to  come  to  him,  and  receive 
Did  you  not  fee  the  authority  of  God  interpofed,  fe; 
"  This  is  his  commandment  that  ye  believe  in  the 
of  his  Son  ?"  And  to  this  authority  you  was  made  to 
in  a  day  of  power.  Why  then,  as  ye  have  received 
obedientially,  fo  walk  ye  in  him,  namely,  obedientia 
from  a  regard  to  the  Sovereign  will  and  authority  ** 
God  in  Chrift.     And  this  is  the  will  of  God  in  Cb 
concerning  you,  even  that  you  receive  the  law  it 
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Chrift's  mouth^^iid  out  of  his  hand ;   This  is  my  b<;!oved 
Son^  in  w/bom  I  am  <voell-pleafed^  bear  ye  him* 

2.  Did  you  receive  Glirifl  humbly  and  meekly?  Was 
your  foul  humbled  to  the  dull  when  you  received  him  ? 
Did  you  ly  proftrate  before  him,  under  a  fenfe  of  your 
own  emptinefs,  weaknefs,  and  wickedncfs  ?  Did  you 
trample  upon  yourfelf  as  a  bead,  a  dog,  a  devil,  a  lump 
of  hell,  having  no  confidence  in  the  flefh  ?  V/ell,  as  ye 
have  received  him  humbly,  fo  walk  in  him;  Walk  hum- 
bly ivitb  tby  God^  Micah  vi.  8.  Walk  in  a  humble  de-» 
pendence  upon  him,  receiving  your  all  from  him  by  faith, 
and  returning  your  all  to  him  in  duty  and  gratitude. 

3.  Did  you  receive  him  deliberately  and  refolutely, 
with  due  deliberation,  judgjnent,  and  confideration,  re- 
folving.to  take  your  hazard  with  him,  to  part  with  all  for 
him,  and  to  follow  him  whitherfoever  he  goes,  to  wel- 
come his  crofs  and  his  crown?  Why  then,  fo  walk  ye  in 
him,  namely,  with  deliberation  ;  weighing  the  advanta- 
ges in  one  fcale,  and  the  difadvantages  in  anotlier,  of 
walking  in  him  or  not.  You  will  meet  with  nothing  in 
this  way,  but  what  you  was  made  to  weigh,  if  you 
rightly  received  him.  Even  though  loffes,  and  crofles, 
and  martyrdom  Ihould  be  in  the  fcale  where  Chrift  was  ; 
and  the  world,  and  all  the  profits,  pleafures,  and  pre- 
ferments of  it,  in  the  other  fcale  ;  yet  you  was  made 
to  choofe  Chrift.  Why  then,  fo  walk  in  hiili,  by  evi- 
dencing it  in  your  life,  that  whatever  reproaches  you 
fufFer  for  his  name,  or  whatever  trials  you  may  fuffer, 
you  are  at  a  point.  Having  deliberately  received,  de- 
liberately walk. 

4.  Did  you  receive  Chrift  uprightly,  with  the  utmoft 
integrity,  fincerity,  and  exaftnefs?  TVTiy  then,  fo  walk 
ye  in  him,  evidencing  in  your  life  the  fame  uprightnefs 
and  integrity:  He  tbat  noalketb  uprightly  sualketh  furely^ 
faith  Solomon:  See  then  that  ye  ^alk  circumfpeSlly^  faitli 
the  apoftle,  Eph.  v.  15.  the  word  is  akribos,  that  is,  ex- 
aBlyy  accurately^  and  precifely.  Some  are  cenfured  as 
if  they  were  too  precife  in  their  reUgion;  but  it  is  the 
command  of  Qod,  that  we  be  as  exa£l  and  upright  in 
the  way  of  walking*  in  Chrift,  as  in  the  aOi  oi  b^Xi^Vvcv^ 
ia  him,  and  receivwg  of  him. 
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5.  Did  you  receive  Chrift  cordially,  chearfiilly,  and 
lovingly?  Did  you  receive  him  with  the  heart,  and  with 
a  thoufand  good-wills  ?  And  oh!  how  fweet  was  he  to 
you  in  the  day  that  God  revealed  him  in  you,  and  that 
you  was  made  to  ftrike  hands  with  him.  Then  fo  walk 
ye  in  him;  that  is,  endeavour,  through  grace,  to  keep  up 
that  frame  of  heart  that  you  had  in  clofmg  with  him,  and 
to  bring  up  your  converfation  to  the  way  and  manner  in 
\yhich  ye  received  him,  by  walking  in  him  cordially  and 
chearfuUy ;  having  the  joy  of  the  Lord  for  your  ftrength; 
rejoicing  in  Chrift  Jefus:  for,  he  meeteth  him  that  re- 
joiceth  and  worketh  righteoufnefs;  and  entertaining  a 
fenfe  of  his  love  which  you  had  in  the  day  of  believing, 
fo  as  his  love  may  conftrain  you  to  obedience  ;  and  you 
may  fear  the  Lord  and  his  goodnefs.  In  the  day  of  be- 
lieving, was  you  not  more  elevated,  and  more  chearfbl,. 
than  ever  the  bird  that  fat  upon  the  brier  ?  Was  you 
not  filled  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory?  Away 
then  with  fmful  difcouragement  in  your  walk,  faying, 
*'  Why  art  thou  caft  down,  O  my  foul?  why  art  thou 
difquieted  within  me  ?  Hope  in  God,  for  I  ftiall  yet  praife 
him,  who  is  the  health  of  my  countenance,  and  my  God," 
Pfalm  xliii.  5. 

6.  Did  you  not  receive  him  fpirituaHy ;  that  is,  in 
the  ftrength,  and  under  the  condufl:  of  his  own  Spirit, 
without  whofe  influence  and  afliftance  you  could  do  "no- 
thing ?  Then,  fo  walk  ye  in  him  fpirituaHy,  dependii^ 
on  the  grace,  ftrength,  conduft,  and  influence  of 'his 
Spirit,  for  ftrengthening  you  both  for  your  woi*k  and 
warfare ;  and  fo,  with  the  true  circumcifion,  worfliq>- 
ping  God  in  the  Spirit,  praying  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and 
walking  in  the  Spirit  of  Chrift.  The  Spirit  is  in  etwy 
believer  according  to  his  meafure;  and  when  the  bea- 
ver is  in  the  Spirit,  then  it  is  well  with  him;  Rev.  L-IO.^ 
*'  I  was  in  the  Spirit  on  the  Lord's  day."  The  man  " 
walketh  in  ChrHl,  as  he  hath  received  him,  waSfi^j 
not  carnally  but  fpirituaHy,  juft  as  he  revived  him; 
hence  he  cries  for  the  Spirit,  faying,  ^'  Lord,  hold 
v/ith  thy  free  Spirit;  and  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit^ 

we:  Thy  Spirit  is  good,  lead  me  to  the  land  of  upri| 
ncfs.  '^ 
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7.  Did  you  not  receive  Chrift  fpeedily  ?  Yea,  none 
can  tell  how  fpeedily  tlie  poor  foul  that  faw  himfelf  ready 
to  drop  into  hell,  doth  flee  to  Chrift  in  a  day  of  power. 
Oh  !  with  what  eagernefs,  and  earneftnefs  doth  the  con- 
•vinced  fnincr  flighter  after  him  ?  and  how  actively  he 
runneth  in  to  him  ?  Well,  did  you  receive  him  fpeedi- 
ly and  aftively  ?  So  walk  ye  in  him^  by  endeavouring 
through  grace,  to  be  fpeedy  in  your  motion,  ready  and 
active  in  his  fervice.  This  is  to  have  a  walk  fuitable  to 
the  manner  of  your  receiving  of  Chrift.  To  be  lazy  and 
unadlive  doth  not  anfwer  die  right  reception ;  but  to 
run  in  the  way  of  his  commandments,  and  to  run  without 
\5  varying,  this  is  fuitable  ;  for  in  a  d^y  of  believing,  tlie 
foul  is  far  from  wearying,  nay,  then  he  flies  on  the  wings 
of  faith  and  love. 

8.  Did  you  not  receive  him  fiducially  and  confidently, 
having  boldnefs  to  enter  into  the  holieft  by  the  blood  of 
Jefus,  and  drawing  near  with  full  affurance  of  faith,  and 
with  fome  meafure  of  application,  appropriation,  and 
perfuafion?  Whatever  unbelieving  difiidence  took  place, 
yet  according  to  the  meafure  of  faith,  fuch  was  the  mea- 
fure  of  holy  confidence,  truft,  and  perfuafion,  founded 
upon  the  truth  and  veracity  of  God  in  the  promife. 
Well  Xh^Vi^foHualk  ye  in  bim^  whatever  oppofition  be  in 
the  way;  faying,  with  Job,  ''  Tho'  he  flay  me,  yet  will 
I  truft  in  him.  Caft  not  away  your  confidence,  faith  the 
apoflle  to  the  Hebrews,  which  hath  great  recompence  of 
reward,"  chap.  x.  35.;  and,  "  Hold  faft  the  confidence," 
chap.  iii.  6.;  for,  "We  are  made  partakers  of  Chrift,  if 
we  hold  faft  the  beginning  of  our  confidence  ftedfaft  unto 
the  end,"  ver.  14. 

9.  Did  you  not  receive  Clirift  wholly  and  undividedly, 
iji  all  his  three  offices,  and  in  all  the  four  excellencies 
that  the  apoftle  puts  together,  i  Cor.  i*  30.  for  wifdom, 
righteoufnefs,  fa^idification,  and  redemption?  Did  you 
receive  him  for  wisdom,  to  make  you  light  in  the  Lord  ? 
for  RiGHTEoysNEss,  to  make  you  accepted  in  the  Belov- 
ed? for  sANCTiFicATioN,  to  makc  you  holy  ?  and  icT 
EEDfiMPTioK,  to  make  you  happy  ?  Why  then,  fo  ^alk 
ye  in  Aim.   Y?  cannot  walk  wifely,  if  ye  do  not  improve 
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him  for  your  wifdom;  ye  cannot  walk  acceptably,  unlefs 
ye  improve  him  for  righteoufnefs  ;  nor  holily,  unlefs  ye 
improve  him  for  fanftification;  nor  fafely,  unlefs  ye  im- 
prove him  for  your  complete  redemption. 

lo.  Did  you  not  receive  Chrilil  orderly  and  evangeli- 
cally, or  in  the  gofpel  order,  namely,  as  the  Lord  pur 
righteoufnefs  and  ftrength;  firft,to  be  your  righteoufiiefe 
for  your  juftification;  and  then  to  be  your  ftrength  for 
fandlification?  The  legal  order  is  juft  the  reverfe  of  this; 
the  man  would  do  by  his  own  ftrength,  and  then  be  juf- 
tified  by  his  own  doing.  But  true  faith  receives  Chiift 
in  the  gofpel  order ;  that  is,  firft  to  be  juftJfied  by  his 
righteoufnefs;  and  then  fanftified  by  his  grace  anci 
ftrength;  knowing  that  his  performances  cannot  be  ac- 
cepted, nor  acceptable  fervice,  until  his  perfon  be  ac- 
cepted in  the  Beloved.  Now,  have  you  received  Chrift 
orderly,  then  walk  in  him  orderly;  for,  "  To  him  that 
ordereth  his  converfation  aright,  will  I  ftiew  the  falvation 
of  God,*'  Pfal.  1.  23.  And  walk  in  him  evangelically  as 
ye  have  received  him  ;  that  is,  from  a  gofpel-principle ; 
the  love  of  Chrift  conftraining  to  a  gofpel-end,  the  glory 
of  a  God  in  Chrift;  and  in  a  gofpel-manner,  going  on  in 
the  ftrength  of  the  Lord,  making  mention  of  his  righte- 
oufnefs, and  his  only. 

In  a  word,  Did  you  not  receive  him  irreverfibly,  fo  as 
never  to  part  with  him?  Wiiy  then,/o  walk  ye  in  bim^  fay- 
ing, as  Ruth  to  Naomi,  "  Intreat  me  not  to  leave  thee,  or 
to  return  from  following  after  thee;  for,  whither  thou  goeft 
I  will  go;,  and  where  thou  lodgeft,  I  will  lodge;  thy  peo- 
ple ftiall  be  my  people;  and  thy  God  my  God:  Nothing 
fliall  part  thee  and  me,"  Ruth  i.  16,  17. — And  thus  we 
fee  the  proportion  that  this  Vv^alk  fliould  bear  to  the  receiv-  * 
ing  of  Chrift,  with  refpeft  to  the  manner  of  receiving  him. 

Secondly^  The  proportion  or  fuitablenefs  of  this  walk 
to  the  objedl  received,  or,  to  the  capacity  wherein  we  re- 
ceive him,  comes  next  to  be  fpoke  to.  Here  we  may 
confider,  i.  The  three  generals  mentioned  in  the  text, 
Christ,  Jesus,  the  Lord,  2.  The  manifold  particu- 
lars that  are  comprehended  under,  and  deduceable  from 
thefe;  and  in  all  thefe  we  may  view  the  proportion  that 
our  walk  Ihoukl  bear  to  our  fa\l\v  oVj^&.\Nt\7  ^^^fvdered. 
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ift^  Notice  the  three  generals  in  the  text  holding  forth 
the  object  of  faith,  Christ,  Jesus,  the  Lord.     And, 

I.  Have  you  received  him  as  the  Christ,  the  Anoint- 
ed of  the  Father?  fo  'walk  ye  inbim;  even  in  him  as 
the  Chrift.  Now,  as  I  obl'erved  in  the  former  part  of 
the  doftrinal  heads,  Chriit  is  to  be  confidered  both  doc  • 
trinally  and  perfonally. 

Confider  Chrift  dotlrinally ;  that  is,  the  doclrine  of 
Chrift,  which  you,  believer,  have  received,  while  you 
received  Chrift  in  his  word  and  in  the  dodtrine  of  the 
gofpel.  As  ye  have  received,  or  believed  the  doftrine 
of  Chrift,  or  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  fo  walk  ye  in  it* 
If  you  confider  the  text,  with  the  context,  both  preced- 
ing and  following,  you  will  fee  that  Chrift,  doctrinally 
confidered,  is  particularly  here  intemled,  not  excluding, 
"but  including  "Chrift  perfonally  confidered.  And  indeed 
none  can  receive  Chrift,  and  rejeft  his  doftrine  :  If  a 
man  p>rofefs  to  take  Chrift,  and  yet  negleft  the  gofpel, 
he  is  a  liar ;  for  he  that  will  have  the  treafure,  muft 
buy  the  field  where  the  treafure  is.  Mat.  xiii.  44.  Now, 
did  you  receive  Chrift  doftrinally,  by  receiving  the  trutli 
as  it  is  in  Chrift?  then/o  walk  ye  in  bim;  that  is,  walk 
in  the  truth;  2  John  4.  ''  I  rejoiced  that  I  found  thy 
children  walking  in  truth.  I  am  the  way  and  tlie  truth," 
fays  Chrift:  If  we  vv^alk  in  this  way  we  muft  walk  in  the 
truth.     And  this  intimates  to  us, 

(i.)  That  they  cannot  be  walking  in  Chrift,  who  are 
not  zealous  for  truth,  and  againft  error;  zealous  for 
Chrift,  the  Truth,  in  opppfition  to  all  error ;  and  fo  to 
walk  in  Clirift,  is  to  contend  for  the  faith  once  delivered 
to  the  faints;  for,  if  we  have  received  the  truth,  as  it  is 
in  Chrift,  then  to  walk  in  him,  as  we  have  received  him, 
is  to  maintain  his  truth,  and  perfever^  in  the  true  doc- 
trine of  the  gofpel,  in  oppofition  to  all  error  on  the  right 
and  left  hand,  not  holding  the  head,  Col.  ii.  19.  If  a  man 
be  carelefs'  whether  truth  fink  or  fwim,  he  is  not  one 
who  walks  in  Chrift,  or  holds  the  head.  '  Some  inftead 
of  holding  by  the  head,  they  hold  by  the  foot ;  it  is 
enough  to  them,  that  fuch  a  good  man,  or  fuch  a  learn- 
ed man  fays  fo  and  fo,  concerning  this  or  that  truth  : 
and  fo  thej  that  let  the  head  go^  and  hold  by  \\ie  ^c>ot^ 
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not  regarding  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Chrift,  but  the  truth 
as  it  is  delivered  by  fuch  a  man,  whom  they  efteem, 
and  fuch  another  man,  that  hath  this  and  that  good 
charafter.  Why,  Sirs,  if  ye  have  received  Chrift  as  the 
Truth,  then  ye  are  to  walk  in  him  as  the  Truth;  as  the 
head  and  the  heart  of  the  Truth,  and  not  to  hang  your 
faith  on  the  belt  of  any  man  or  angel ;  for,  "  If  we,  or 
an  angel  from  heaven,  preach  anodier  gofpel,  let  him  be 
accurfed."     Again, 

(2.)  It  intimates  to  us,  that  they  cannot  be  walking 
in  Chrift,  who  are  not  zealous  againft  all  aboliflied  cere- 
monies; for  Chrift  is  the  Truth,  in  oppofition  to  types 
and  ceremonies;  thefe  were  fliadows  of  things  to  come, 
but  the  body  is  Chrift,  ver.  17, — 23.  The  falfe  apoftles 
joined  the  doftrines  of  Chrift  with  the  ceremonies  of  Mo- 
fes ;  but  the  Coloflians  are  exhorted,  that  as  they  have 
received  Chrift,  the  fubftance  of  all  the  ihadows  and  ce- 
remonies, fo  they  iliould  walk  in  him,  not  in  Mofes ; 
*^  The  law  came  by  Mofes,  but  grace  and  truth  came  by 
Jefus  Chrift:"  And  if  they  that  profefs  to  receive  Chrift, 
as  the  fubftance  and  body  of  all  the  ceremonies,  and  yet 
do  walk  in  conformity  to  the  Mofaical  ceremonies  that 
were  inftitute  of  God,  do  not  at  all  walk  fuitably  to  their 
profeffion  of  receiving  Chrift;  much  more  they  that  pro- 
fefs to  repeive  Chrift,  and  yet  conform  themfelves  to  cere- 
monies that  were  never  inftituted  of  God  at  all,  but  are 
the  mere  inventions  of  men ;  fuch  as,  the  abjured  cere- 
monies of  the  church  of  Rome  and  England.  Thou^ 
ceremonial  fervice  and  fuperftitious  worlhip  had  never 
been  abjured,  by  folemn  National  Covenant,  as  it  was ; 
yet  we  ftand  obliged,  by  the  word  of  God,  to  renounce 
and  rejedl  the  fame;  becaufe  we  are  obliged  to  ^alk  in 
Cbrift^  and  to  wdlk  in  him  as  we  have  received  bim'  and 
if  we  received  him  aright,  we  have  received  him  doftri- 
nally  as  he  is  the  Truth;  the  Truth,  in  oppofition  to  er- 
ror; and  the  Truth,  in  oppofition  to  Ihadows  and  cere- 
monies.    Again, 

Confider  Chrift  perfonally,  as  he  is  the  Anointed  of 
the  Father.  Now,  believer,  have  you  received  Chrift  as 
the  Anointed  of  God?  that  is,  not  only  have  you  been 
jrasde  to  beiieve  that  he  is  feaied  aui  ^Mtthorij^^  of  the 
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Father  to  his  mediatorial  work,  and  qualified  for  it  of 
the  Father  by  the  fupereminent  unftion  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft:  but  alfo,  have  you,  by  faith,  gone  in  to  him,  and 
doied  with  him  as  fuch,  and  fo  are  made  a  partaker  of 
the  fame  anointing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  by  virtue  of  union 
to  Chrift;  for,  "  He  that  is  joined  to  Ae  Lord,  is  one 
Ipirit?"  Why  then,  fo  walk  ye  in  him  that  being  in  him 
you  may  abide  in  him  by  a  lively  faith,  John  xv.  5.  be 
rooted  and  built  up  in  him,  and  eftablilhed  in  the  faith; 
vpr.  7.  of  this  chapter  where  the  text  lies,  "  Even  in 
Chrift  in  whom  we  are  builded  together,  for  an  habitati- 
on of  God,  thro^  the  Spirit,"  Eph.  ii.  22. — Have  ye  re- 
ceived him  as  the  Chrift,  the  Anointed  of  God?  Then 
fo  walk  in  him,  by  improving  him  and  employing  him 
ftiU  to  anoint  you  with  the  fame  anointing. — Have  ye 
received  him  as  the  Chrift,  the  Authorized  of  the  Fa- 
ther ?  Then  fo  walk  in  him,  by  employing  him  as  one 
that  hath  a  warrant  and  authority  to  fave,  to  heal,  and 
help  you  in  time  of  need.  ^ 

2*  Have  you  received  him  as  a  Jesus,  a  Saviour  ? 
This  is  anotfier  title  he  hath  in  the  text ;  as  one  that 
faves  from  the  guilt  of  fin,  the  wrath  of  Gt>d,  the  curfe 
of  the  law,  and  from  all  things  from  which  ye  could  ne- 
ver be  j'uftified  by  the  law  of  Mofes.  Why  then,/o  wWi 
ye  in  bim;  even  in  him  as  a  Jefus,  in  which  capacity  ye 
have  received  him.  Be  daily  looking  to  him  for  daily 
falvation,  and  daily  flying  into  his  faving  arms,  and  tak- 
ing flielter  under  die  fliadow  of  his  blood  and  righteouf- 
nefs;  and  let  your  walk  and  converfation  before  God  and 
the  world,  evidence  that  you  have  received  him  as  a 
Jefus,  a  Saviour. 

(i.)  Have  you  received  him  as  a  Jefus  ?  fo  walk  in 
him  before  Grod,  by  refting  on  him  for  complete  falvati- 
on; and  rejoicing  in  him  as  God's  Salvation,  as  old  Si- 
meon called  him,  "  Now  mine  eyes  have  feen  thy  falva- 
tion." Look  not  for  any  falvation  you  need  from  God, 
by  any  other  means,  but  only  in  and  through  this  Jefus; 
for  the  excellencies  and  perfeftions  of  God  do  all  ftand 
againft  you  atod  your  falvation  by  any  other  way  :  but 
in  this  Jefiis,  he  can  fave  you  to  the  honour  of  all  Ivfe 
trath^  and  tbepraife  of  all  his  other  peTfcO\oi\s>  '•^\«» 
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the  way,  fays  Chrift,  no  man  cometli  to  the  Father  but 
by  me:"  and  to  walk  in  this  way,  as  ye  have  received 
him,  is  juft,  having  received  him  to  be  the  way  to  the 
Father,  to  be  ftill  coming  nearer  and  nearer  to  God  in 
this  way,  till  falvation  be  complete,  and  till  you  come  to 
the  end  of  your  faith,  the  falvation  of  your  foul. 

(2.)  As  ye  have  received  him  as  a  Jefus,  fo  walk  in 
him  before  the  world,  by  giving  evidence  in  ypur  con- 
verfation  that  this  Jefus  hath  faved  you,  and  called  you 
with  a  holy  calling ;  and  by  fetting  him  forth,  as  you 
can,  to  all  that  are  about  you,  that  he  is  an  excellent 
Saviour,  the  chief  among  ten  thoufands  :  that  he  is  an 
able  Saviour,  mighty  to  lave :  and  that  he  is  a  complete 
Saviour,  a  perfeft  Jefus.  Tell  your  children,  families, 
friends,  and  all  that  you  can  have  regular  accefs  to  do 
good  unto,  that  religion  is  no  fancy;  but  that  which,  you 
have  heard,  and  fecn,  and  handled,  of  the  word  of  life,  de- 
clare unto  thenr,  that  they  may  have  fellowfliip  with  you, 
if  they  hear  ;  that  you  have  feen  a  glory  in  Chrift  that 
they  never  faw  ;  and  felt  a  fweetnefs  that  they  never 
felt,  a  joy  unfpeakable,  and  a  peace  that  paffed  all  under- 
ftanding,  which  they  are  ftrangers  unto:  it  may  ftir  them 
up  to  fay,  as  it  is,  Zech.  viii.  23.  "  We  will  go  with  you, 
for  we  have  heard  that  God  is  with  you,''  Sirs,  a  fer- 
vant  will  commend  his  matter  that  may  be  little  worthy 
of  commendation;  and  will  you  not  commend  a  Jefus 
who  have  received  him  as  fuch,  and  walk  in  his  name? 
Micah  iv.  5.  "  For  all  people  will  walk  every  one  in  the 
name  of  his  god,  and  we  will  walk  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  our  God  for  ever  and  ever."     Again, 

3.  Have  you  received  him  as  a  Lord?  This  is  ano- 
ther letter  of  his  name  in  the  text;  and  thefe  three  let- 
ters of  his  name,  Chrift,  Jefus,  the  Lord,  point  him 
out  .beyond  all  otlier  names  in  the  world.  Have  you, 
I  fay,  received  him  as  a  Lord?  Then  walk  in  him  as 
a  Lord,  otlierwife  you  walk  not  in  him  as  you  have  re- 
ceived him.  The  true  believer  doth  not  only  receive 
Chrift  as  a  Jefus,  and  Saviour ;  but  akb  as  a  Lord,  and 
Governor.  Many  would  divide  betwixt  his  falvation  and 
his  dominion;  they  would  have  Chrift  as  a  Saviour,  to 
fave  them  from  wrath ;  but  not  as  a  Lord,  to  deftroy 
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their  lulls  and  fins:  but  the  true  receiver  of  Chrift  is  as 
weary  of  the  load  of  corruption,  as  he  is  weary  of  the 
load  of  condemnation,;  and  therefore  not  only  being 
weary  «f  condemnation,  would  he  have  Chrift  as  a  Sa- 
viour, but  being  weary  of  corruption  he  would  have 
Chrift  as  a  Lord:  and  indeed  when  the  heart  would  have 
water  as  well  as  blood,  then  it  is  in  a  right  temperature  ? 
when  the  man  would  have  water  to  purify  the  heart,  as 
well  as  blood  to  pacify  the  confcience,  this  argues  honeft 
receiving ;  for  Chrift  comes  by  water  and  blood,  i  John 
V.  6.  He  comes  not  only  to  juftify,  but  alfo  to  fandVify; 
he  comes  not  only  as  a  Jefus,  to  fave  by  price  ;  but  alfo 
as  a  Lord,  to  fave  by  power. 

Now,  have  you  received  Chrift  in  the  capacity  of  a 
Lord?  Then  fo  walk  in  him  as  he  is  a  Lord,  and  as  ye 
have  received  him.  The  reft  of  the  world  give  evidence 
that  they  never  received  him  as  a  Lord,  by  their  pra6\i- 
cally  faying,  that  they  will  not  have  this  man  to  reign 
over  them:  but  know,  man,  that  he  will  never  be  a  Jefus 
to  fave  you,  if  he  be  not  alfo  a  Lord  to  conquer  you, 
and  reign  over  you;  and  you  can  never  receive  him  as 
a  Jefus,  and  reje6l  him  as  a  Lord,  without  being  rejeft- 
ed  of  him  in  both  thefe  capacities;  for  he  will  not  be  a 
Jefus  where  he  is  not  a  Lord.  But  you,  believers,  who 
have  received  Chrift  as  a  Lord,  are  you  walking  in  him 
as  thefe  that  have  thus  received  him,  and  giving  evi- 
dence that  ye  have  received  him  as  a  Lord,  before  God 
and  the  world?  Surely,  if  it  be  fo,  it  will  fome  way  ap- 
pear by  the  language  of  your  hearts,  and  the  language 
of  your  lives.  The  language  of  your  hearts  will  be,  "  O 
Lord,  other  lords  have  had  dominion  over  me  ;  but  now 
by  thee  only  will  I  make  mention  of  thy  name  :"  Oh? 
may  Chrift  be  the  Lord  of  my  heart,  and  of  all  the 
thoughts  of  my  heart,  fo  as  they  may  be  captives  to  the 
Son  of  God;  and  of  all  the  afieftions  of  my  heart,  fo  as 
they  may  terminate  upon  him  alone  ;  and  of  all  the  de- 
fires  of  my  heart,  fo  as  that  they  may  go  out  after  him. 
Why,  the  reft  of  the  world  Ihew  they  never  received 
him  as  a  Lord,  becaufe  the  devil,  the  ^  world,  and  the 
flelh,  have  the  whole  of  their  hearts,  their  thoughts^ 
nffe&ions,  and  dcGreSj  being  wholly  taken  w^  mX^N^ 
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nilhing  worldly  lufts,  idols,    and  trifles.     But  though 
the  world  may  have  much  of  a  believer's  heiart  fome- 
times,  yet  it  hath  but  the  white  of  the  egg,  as  it  were, 
Chrift  hath  the  yoke  of  the  heart  of  that  man  ;  his  top 
and  liiperlative  thoughts  and  defires,  becaufe  he  hath 
taken  Chrift  for  the  Lord  of  his  heart, — ^Again,   if  you 
have  received  Chrift  as  a  Lord,  then  you  will  fo  defire 
to  walk  in  him,  by  faying,  O  let  him  be  the  Lord  of  my 
tongue!  while  others  are  faying,  "  Our  tongues  are  our 
own,  who  is  Lord  over  us?"  and  fo  loofing. their  tongues 
againft  heaven,  by  curfmg,  fwearing,  railing,  reproach- 
ing: but,  O  fays  the  man  that  hatii  received  Chrift  the 
Lord,  May  Chrift  be  the  Lord  of  my  tongue,   and  may 
it  be  occupied  in  his  fervice,  in  praying,  praifing,  and 
edifying  difcourfe  upon  all  occafions.  Sabbath  and  work- 
ing days.     Many  by  their  carnal  difcourfe  and  conver- 
fation,  and  by  their  evil  and  unprofitable  communicati- 
on, give  evidence  that  it  is  not  Chrift,  but  the  devil, 
that  is  lord  of  their  tongues. — Again,  if  you  have  re- 
ceived Chrift  as  a  Lord,  then  you  will  fo  defire  to  walk 
in  him  as  to  make  him  L')rd  of  your  time,  fo  as  not  to 
fquander  it  away  with  idle  company,  idle  vifits,  idle  di- 
verfions  ;    as  if  it  were  good  for  nothing  but  to  be  caft 
away  upon  any  trifle  ;  but  you  will  defire  and  endea- 
vour to  "  Walk  circumfpeftly,  not  as  fools,  but  as  wife, 
redeeming  the  time."  Many  fliow  that  Chrift  is  not  their 
Lord,  by  living  as  if  they  were  lords  of  their  own  time 
and  talents,  which  yet  are  but  lent  of  the  Lord,  who 
fays.  Occupy  till  I  come.-^If  you  have  received  him  as 
a  Lord,  then  fo  to  walk  in  him,  is  to  make  him  Lord  of 
your  life,  fo  as  to  live  to  him;  the  Lord  of  your  fouls  and 
bodies,  fo  as  to  glwify  him  in  your  fouls  and  bodies  which 
are  his.  Others  live  as  if  they  were  lords  of  their  own  life, 
lords  of  their  own  fouls,  and  might  caft  them  away  at  ran- 
dom; and  lords  of  their  own  bodies,and  might  defile  them 
with  drunkennefs  and  whoredom  as  they  pleafe;  an  evi- 
dence that  Chrift  is  not  their  Lord. — If  you  have  received 
him  as  a  Lord, then  fo  to  walk  in  him,  is  to  make  himLord 
ef  your  confciences,  and  the  Lord  of  your  light,  fo  as  not 
to  enflave  your  light  and  confcience  to  any  man  on  earth, 
5»^  devil  Jn  belly  or  any  idol  in  th^  Yrotld%    Many  pve 
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evidence  that  Chrift  is  not  their  Lord,  by  crofling  their 
light  and  confciences  for  a  trifle  ;  whereas  if  Chrift  were 
tlie  Lord  of  their  light  and  confciences,  they  would  die 
in  his  caufe  rather  than  put  out  his  candle  which  he  hath 
kindled  in  their  breaft. — ^Again,  if  you  have  received 
him  as  a  Lord,  you  will  fo  walk  in  him  as  to  make  him 
the  Lord  of  your  w/7//,  he  having  made  you  willing  in  • 
the  day  of  power  :  whatever  remaining  enmity  or  r^e- 
bellion  of  will  take  place,  yet  your  habitual  deiire  will 
be  to  have  your  will  in  fubjeftion  to  his  will,  whether 
preceptive  or  providential,  witliout  tfighting  againft  his 
•precept,  or  fretting  againft  his  providence ;  at  leaft  every 
fighting  and  fretting  thought  will  be  matter  of  exercife 
to  you,  while  your  foul's  defire  will  be  to  have  a  due 
fubjeSdon  to  his  precept,  and  iubmifrion  to  his  provi- 
dence. The  reft  of  the  world  give  evidence  that  Chrift 
is  not  their  Lord,  becaufe  they  are  fuch  as  carry  as  if 
they  were  lords  of  their  own  wUls;  their  wills  were -ne- 
ver fubdued.-^Again,  if  Chrift  be  received  ^s  a  Lord, 
you  will  fo  walk  in  him  as  to  make  him  the  Lord  df 
your  comforts  and  enjoyments  in  a  world,  fo  as  to  blefs 
him  when  he  gives  or  takes,  faying,  "  It  is  the  Lord  tiiat 
giveth,  the  Lord  that  taketh,  bleffed  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord."  Take  worldly  comforts  away  from  a  man  that 
never  took  Chrift  for  his  Lord,  he  will  cry,  "  O  ye  have 
taken  away  my  gods,  and  what  have  I  more?"  But  the 
believer  will  fay,  even  with  refpe^:  to  fpirhual,  as  well 
as  outward  comforts,  "  It  is  the  Lord,  let  him  do  what 
feemeth  good  to  him:"  If  hehirafelf  be  my  Lord,  let  him 
difpofe  of  me  and  mine  as  he  will.— If  you  have  receiv- 
ed Chrift  as  your  Lord,  then  fo  walk  in  him  as  tomafce 
him  Lord  of  your  graces^  who  gives  grace,  and  the  ex- 
ercife  of  it,  as  he  pleafes  ;  and  fo  your  defire  will  be  to 
be  ftrong,  not  in  yourfelves,  or  your  own  grace,  but 
ftrong  in  the  grace  that  is  in  Chrift,  faying,  if  you  want 
any  grace  in  exercife,  O!  he.  is  the  Prince  exalted  by 
the  right  hand  of  God,  to  give  it,  and  tlierefore  to  him 
will  I  look  for  it ;  or  if  you  have  any  grace,  O  !  it  is 
not  of  me,  it  is  by  grace  I  am  what  I  am. — You  will  own 
him  alfo  as  the  Lord  of  your  duties,  aitd  tive  \jot^o1. 
ordinances,  that  only  can  put  ableffingAn  Xhtftttiot  ^wx 
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good ;  and  as  the  Lord  your  righteoufnefs,  in  whom 
alone  you  can  have  acceptance  ;  and  the  Lord  your 
llrength,  from  whom  alone  you  can  have  affiftance:  they 
that  perforin  all  their  duties  in  tlieir  natural  ftrength, 
and  fo  think  to  have  acceptance  of  God,  and  favour 
with  him  upon  their  doing  fo,  they  both  put  themfelves 
in  the  room  of  the  Lord  their  ftrength,  and  their  duties 
in  the  room  of  the  Lord  their  righteoufnefs. — In  a  word, 
if  you  have  received  Chrift  as  the  Lord,  you  will  walk 
in  him,  by  making  him  the  Lord  of  your  faith. — 
The  falfeapoftles  made  Mofes  the  lord  of  their  faith  and 
obedience  equal  with  Chrift  ;  and  therefore  they  joined 
the  Mofaical  ceremonies  with  the  dodtrine  of  Chrift ; 
but  the  Goloflians  had  received  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord, 
and  fo  they  are  called  to  walk  in  hira  as  they  had  re- 
ceived him.  Some  make  the  church  Lord  of  their  faith; 
they  believe  as  the  church  believes,  or  as  this  or  that 
man  believes,  which  flxews  that  Chrift  is  not  their  Lord. 
Some  make  the  devil  the  Lord  of  their  faith,  they  be- 
lieve the  devil  rather  than  the  God  of  truth,  and  the 
devil,  the  Father  of  lies,  learns  them  to  believe  a  lie : 
fee  2  Thef.  ii.  ii,  12..  Some  make  their  reafon  the 
lord  of  their  faith,  they  believe  no  more  than  their  car- 
nal reafon  can  digeft.  But  the  trup  believer  makes 
Chrift  the  Lord  of  his  faith  ;  and  the  veracity  of  Chrift 
the  ground  of  it,  and  the  dodtrine  of  Chrift  the  rule  of 
it :  It  is  true,  the  devil,  and  the  believer's  remaining 
Unbelief,  wage  war  againft  his  faith,  and  feek  to  be 
lords  of  his  faith  ;  and  it  is  a  fliame  that  the  believer, 
in  the  day  of  battle,  fliould  yield  to  any  other  lord,  and 
let  his  faith,  hope,  and  confidence  fall  to  the  ground : 
Jt  is  a  marvellous  fault  in  believers  to  call  the  love  of 
God,  and  the  truth  of  God  in  queftion  upon  every  oc- 
cafion  by  unbelief.  Faith  is  the  believer's  flxield,  and 
hope  his  helmet,  Eph.  vi.  16.  Now,  would  they  not 
be  very  foolifli  who  would  wear  their  ftiield  and  helmet 
when  there  is  no  war  nor  ftir;  and  as  foon  as  ever  they 
fee  an  adverfary  coming,  or  a  battle  beginning,  then  to 
caft  away  their  fliield  and  helmet,  and  to  do  fo  ufually? 
Why,  even  fo  it  is  with  many,  perhaps,  true  believers; 
the/  will  talk  of  their  faith  and  Yio^^  m  ^\!vcafc  c&^^ 
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fperity  and  eafe,  when  all  is  in  peace,  and  no  feeming 
war  from  heaven  or  hell ;  then  they  wear  their  Ihield 
and  helmet :  but  when  war  comes,  when  affliction  comes, 
and  temptation  comes,  then  they  childiflily  call  away 
both  their  faith  and  hope,  both  their  Ihield  and  helmet; 
and  till  their  fenfe  and  reafon  be  fatisfeed,  they  will  not 
be  perfuaded.  Oh  !  how  difhonouring  is  tliis  to  the 
Lord,  whom  ye  have  taken  to  be  the  Lord  of  your  faith, 
the  Captain  of  your'falvation.  To  walk  in  Ghrift  as  ye 
have  received  him  for  a  Lord,  is  to  make  him  the  Lord 
of  your  faith,  in  fpite  of  the  devil  and  the  world,  who 
feek  to  lord  it  over  you  and  your  faith. — Finally,  if 
you  have  received  him  as  your  Lord,  you  will  fo  walk 
in  him,  as  to  make  him  the  Lord  of  your  obedience. — 
Others  by  obeying  the  devil,  by  obeying  their  lufls  and 
idols,  and  by  obeying  the  fmful  commandments  of  men, 
fhow  that  Ghrift  is  not  the  Lord  of  their  obedience. — 
But,  believer,  if  you  walk  in  Ghrift,  as  you  have  re- 
ceived him,  you  give  evidence  that  he  is  the  Lord  whom 
you  obey  and  ferve  ;  faying,  with  Jofhua,  "  As  for  me 
and  my  houfe,  we  will  ferve  the  Lord."  And  tlien,  let  it 
be  the  language  of  your  life  and  converfation  before  the 
world,  that  Ghrift  is  your  Lord.  If  you  would  judge 
of  yourfelves  that  Ghrift  is  your  Lord,  it  is  even  to  be 
tried  by  your  fubjeftion  to  him,  and  his  fubduing  of  fin 
in  you.  The  higher  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  is  rifen, 
the  Ihorter  will  the  fliadows  of  your  fin  and  corruption 
be.  If  the  world  judge  of  your  receiving  of  Ghrifl,  as 
a  Lord,'  and  of  your  faith,  they  will  judge  it  by  your 
walk  and  converfation,  and  by  your  works,  as  I  faid 
before,  upon  the  fecond  head. 

2^/y,  I  come,  as  I  propofed,  to  obferve  all  the  mani- 
fold particulars  comprehended  under,  and  deduceable 
from,  thefe  generals  in  the  text ;  and  in  all  thcfe  we 
may  further  view  the  proportion  that  our  walk  Ihould 
bear  to  our  faith  objectively  confidered.  Now,  thefe 
generals  in  the  text  comprehend  all  the  particular  capa- 
cities wherein  he  is  held  forth  in  the  gofpel ;  and  to 
name  all  thefe,  at  prefent,  were  impracticable :  we  offer 
but  fome  of  them  for  inftances,  and  yet  i\\a\\  exvdie^Noxvc^ 
through  grace,  npt  altogether  to  fcritnp  or  fcxQ^i  w^x 
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the  matter,  that  we  may  hold  forth  this  Lord  Jefus 
-Chrift  as  a  full  Saviour,  anfwering  all  the  cafes  that 
any  poor  fmner  can  be  brought  into.    . 

Now,  you  know,  that  Chrift  is  to  be  received  as  he  is 
oflFered  in  the  gofpel,  according  to  your  Catechifm,  which 
fays,  "  That  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift,  is  a  receiving  and 
"  refting  upon  him  alone  for  falvation,  as  he  is  offered 
"  in  the  gofpel :"  The  receiving  relates  to  an  tiering; 
and  he  is  to  be  received  as  he  is  offered,  and  then  walk- 
ed  in  as  he  is  received.  The  queftion  then  is.  How  is 
he  offered  in  the  gofpel,  or  in  what  capacity,  that  we  may 
know  further  how  he  is  to  be  received,  that  fo  being, 
thus  received,  he  may  be  thus  walked  in  ?  Well,  his 
being  offered  as  a  Christ,  a  Jesus,  a  Lord,  as  I  have  > 
Ihewed  already,  comprehends  thefe  following  particu- 
lars ;  and  while  we  are  telling  you  in  what  capacky 
Chrift  is  offered,  O  lo(dt  to  the  Lcwrd  to  give  you  grace 
to  receive  him  as  he  is  offered  ;  that  having  received 
Jiim  in  thefe  capacities,  you  may  walk  in  him. 

I.  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord  is  offered  in  the  gofpel  in  the 
capacity  of  a  Prophet  and  Teacher,  that  being  thus  re- 
ceived ye  may  fo  walk  in  him.  Is  there  any  poor,  blind, 
ignorant  fouls  here,  that  know  nothing  of  God,  or  Chrift, 
or  the  covenant  of  grace  ?  Behold,  Chrift  is  offered  to 
you  in  the  capacity  of  a  Prophet  that  hath  compafficm 
on  the  ignorant,  faying,  "  Learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek 
and  lowly  in  heart,"  Matth.  xi.  29.  Never  wiU  you 
learn  till  you  be  bound  and  entered  to  Chrift;  for,  "Who 
teacheth  like  him  ?"  Job  xxxvi.  22.  Minifters  maty 
preach,  but  they  cannot  give  you  a  capacity  to  learn ; 
but  Chrift  can  give  you  a  heart  to  know,  as  well  as  aii 
ear  to  hear ;  for  he  gives  eyes  to  the  blind,  ears  to  the 
deaf,  and  underftanding  to  the  fimple.  What  is  the 
reafon  that  there  is  fo  much  preaching,  and  fo  little  fpi- 
ritual  profiting,  and  fpiritual  life  ?  It  is  even  became 
Chrift,  the  great  Prophet,  is  fo  little  with  us,  2  Kings 
iv.  31.  There  was  neither  voice  nor  hearing  by  the  pro- 
phet's ftaff,  until  the  prophet  came  and  ftretched  himfelf 
upon  the  dead  child  :  even  fo  it  is  here,  the  ftaff  of  a 
preached  word  does  not  the  bufmefs,  till  the  great  Pro- 
phet  come.    Now^  have  you  enXeteO^  yo\xtfe\v^^  Xo  Vj^ 
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his  fcholars  ?  Have  you  received  him  as  a  Pr.  phet  ? 
Then,  fo  walk  in  him  by  daily  improvement  of  him  in 
that  capacity,  to  enlighten  your  underllanding,  faj'-ing, 
Lord,  I  have  heard  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  but  little 
have  mine  eyes  feen  of  tliee  :  I  have  been  l(;ng  in  Clhriirs 
fchool,  but  made  little  proficiency  :  O  come  and  teach 
me  to  profit !  let  my  eyes  be  opened,  that,  in.  the  ordi- 
nances of  thy  inftitution,  I  may  fee  the  glory  of  Gc>d> 
the  vilenefs  of  fin,  the  beauty  of  Chrift,  and  the  excel- 
lency ,of  his  righteoufhefs. — Thus  having  received  him 
as  a  Prophet,  fo  walk  ye  in  him,  by  coming  always  for 
more  and  more  inftruclion  from  him. 

2.  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord  is  offered  in  tlie  gofpel  in  the 
capacity  of  a  Pried,  that  being  thus  received  ye  may  fo 
walk  in  him.     How  fweet  is  this  offer  of  Chrift  to  all 
poor  things  that  are  wreftling  with  the  guilt  of  fin,  and 
the  debt  they  owe  to  the  juflicc  of  God  !  for  it   is  only 
in  Chrifl:  that  God  is  wcU-pleafed  even  in  him,  "  Whom 
God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation  through  faith  in 
his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteoufnefs,  that  he  might  be 
juft,   and  the  jufl:ifier  of  them  that  believe  in  Jefus.'* 
They  that  believe  in  Jefus,  the  propitiation,  have  gotten 
all  their  debt  paid;  and  God's  honefly  and  fidelity  is  fuch, 
that  he  will  never  crave  the  debt  over  again.     Chritt  is 
offered  as  a  Prieft  for  reconciliation,  and  a  Prlefl:  for  in- 
terceffipn.     They  that  take  hold  of  Chrifl:  as  a  Prieft:, 
they  have  nothing  ado  in  heaven  but  they  are  fure  to 
have  it  done  ;  for,  there  he  makes  continual  interceflion 
for  us.     Are  you  fo  vexed  with  temptations  that  you 
cannot  get  a  compofed  thought  in  duty  ?     Here  is  rc- 
frelhment  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  even  a  Friend 
in  heaven,  who  never  gives  over  to  make  interceflion. 
Now,  have  you  received  Chrift  as   a  Prieft  ?     Then, 
fo  walk  in  him,  by  daily  improving  him,  his  fatisfafti- 
on  and  interceflion,  as  the  ground  of  your  peace  with 
God,  pardon  of  fin,  and  acceptance  in  every'  perform- 
ance. 

3.  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord  is   offered  in  the  gofpel  in 
the  capacity  of  a  King  and  a  Captain,  that  being  tlius 

j  Teceived,  ye  may  fo  walk  in  him.     Behold  I  he  \^  \ve\A. 
|.  forth  as  a  JCi/ig-,  to  fabdue,  bv  his  power;  tocoxvcvdat^ 
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by  his  grace;   and  defend,  by  his  providence,  from  all 

temptations  without,  and  corruptions  within  ;,  and  as  a 

.Captain,  even  the  Captain  of  our  falvation,  who  hath, 
good  fkill  to  lead  on  in  the  battle,  and  viftory  is  (till  up^ 
on  his  fide.  In  Pfal.  xci.  4.  there  you  fee  he  hath  wings 

Avherein  you  may  trull,  and  his  truth  fliall  be  thy  fliield 
and  buckler;  tliou  fhalt  not  be  afraid  of  terrors  by  night, 

.por  for  the  arrows  that  fly  by  day.  He  is  a  G^tain  whofe 
name  is,  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  the  mighty  God, 
the  Prince  of  peace;  a  Prince  exalted  by  the  right-hand 
of  Gody  to  give  repentance  to  Ifrael,  and  remiflion  of  fins;  j 
Now,  have  you  received  him  tliu3  as  a'  Prince,  a  Cap- 

•tain  of  fdvation?  So  walk  in  him,  by  employing  him 
Hill  to  fubdue  all  your  fins,  and  to  defend  you  from  all 
fpiritual  and  temporal  evils.  To  defend  you  from  all 
fpiritual  evils?  for,  you  wreftle  not  againft  flelh  and  blcwd, 
but  principalities  and  powers,  and  the  rulers  of  the  dark- 
nefs  of  this  world,  and  fpiritual  wickednefTes  in  high 
places;  therefore,  be  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  Eph.  vi*  10. 12- 
*'  f'or  the  weapons  of  our  warfare  are  not  carnal,  but 
mighty  thro'  God,  to  the  pulling  down  of  ftrong  holds," 
2  Cor.  X.  4,  5.  To  defend  from  all  temporal  evils:  But 
here  a  quelHon  may  be  moved,  How  doth  this  Captain 
defend  his  foldiers  from  temporal  evils,  calamities,  and 
afflictions  ?  To  which  we  reply,  It  is  even  by  taking  away 
the  fting  of  thiem.  Some  may  think,  how  are  the  Lord*s 
people  Supported  under  the  temporal  evils  they  are  meet- 
ing with?  Why,  the  everlafting  arms  of  Jehovah  are 
underneath  them,  and  that  is  enough.  If  the  Lord  fee 
fit  that  temporal  goods  be  taken  from  them,  he  makes  it 

.  up  an  hundred  fold  in  giving  them  fpiritual  goods.  They 
.would  count  it  good  intereft  who  get  ten  of  the  hun- 
dred ;  but,  behold!  the  people  of  God  get  a  hundred 
fold  in  this  life;  and  for  any  lofs  in  temporals  they  get 
it  repaired  in  fpirituals,  as  in  the  intimation  of  the  par- 
don of  fin,  and  there  is  gold  for  copper.  Many  know  aot^ 
how  the  Lord  fupports  his  people  under  the  difficultiflt; 
they  are  brought  into  in  this  world;  but  he^Hath  pledg! 
his  word  to  defend  them  from  all  temporal  and  fpiritoi 
.  evils,  and  he  never  failed  in  his  word,  wherein  he  hitttl 

.faidy  "  The  place  of  their  defence  ftvill  be  the  mumtioai 
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cT rocks." — Now,to  receive  Chrift  as  a  King  andCaptaia 
to  rule  and  defend,  is  to  receive  him  as  he  is  ofFered ; 
and  to  improve  him  daily  l\)r  this  end,  is  to  walk  in  him 
as  we  have  received  him. 

■  4.  Chrift  Jeius  tiie  Lord  ic  ofFered  in  tlie  gofpel  in- 
the  capacity  of  an  Ark  «irid  a  Uei'uge,  that  being  thus  re- 
ceived, w^e  may  fo  v/alk  in  him.  He  is  held  ft»rth  as 
an  Ark  and  a  Refuge.  Nov/,  have  you  received  hin\ 
as  an  Ark,  that  only  can  fave  you  from  drowning  by  the 
flood  of  God's  wrath,  faying,  '  Lord,  there  is  no  other 
*.  ark  to  fave  me  but  tlice,  for  I  am  fhipwrecked  in  A- 
'  dam,   and  there  is  no  plank,   but  Chrift,  to  bring  me 

*  to  ihore  r'  Have  you  therefore  clafj-^ed  to  him  by 
the  hand  of  faith,  faying,  Lord^favemc^  or  elfe  I perifb-? 
Why  then,  having  thus  received  him,  do  you  fo  walk  in 

.him;  keep  within  your  Ark,  and  abide  in  him,  feeking 
no  other  ark,  and  repofing  confidence  no  where  elfe  ; 
tills  is  to  walk  in  him  as  ye  have  received  hhn. — Have 
you  received  him  as  a  Refuge  and  hiding-place,  Il'a. 
xxxii.  2.  faying,  *Lord,  I  flee/to  thee  to  hide'^me;  for 

*  the  avenger  of  blood,  the  law  and  juftice  of  God,  are 

*  at  my  heels  purfuing  me  ;  and  if  they  find  me  afar 

*  off  firom  thee,  I  am  flain  witliout  mercy ;  the  clefts 

*  of  the  Rock  are  my  only  hiding-place,   which  I  take 

*  to  be  a  fafeguard  to  me  ?'  Well  then,  fj  walk  ye  ux 
him,  by  taking  llielter  ft  ill  in  this  fancluary.       . 

*  5-  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord  is  offered  in  the  gofpel  in 
the  capacity  of  a  Cautioner  or  Surety,  that  being  thus  re- 
ceived we  may  fo  walk  in  him.  There  are  two  things- 
requifite  in  a  cautioner,  and  both  are  to  be  found  in. 
Chrift:  The  one  is  that  he  hefohendoy  able  to  pay  all 
the  debt;  and  the  other  is  that  he  be  willing,  as  well  as 
able,  to  undertake  the  debt.  Now,  Chrift  is  able  to  fave 
to  the  uttermoft,all  that  come  to  God  by  him,  Heb- vii.  25. 
and  allcomers  are  welcome;  Wbofoev^r  ^ijo'dl  ht  bimcome: 
q.  d.  the  will  fliall  not  be  wanting  on  my  fide.  Now, 
have  you,  as  a  bankrupt-debtor,  received  Chrift  a&  u 
Surety,   faying,   *  I^ord,   I  owe  many  thoufands.  more 

*  than  I  can  pay,  but  thou  haft  a  fufliciettt  ranfom  to 
^  pay  all  my  debt ;  and  I  flee  to  thee  as  my  Surety,  that 

*  I  be  not  feized  by  juftice,  and  dragged  to  the  prifon 

F  2  ^  v>l 


84  5^^^  Duty  of  Rccehinj  Christ, 

*  of  hell.'  Have  you  thus  received  him  as  a  Surety? 
Then  lb  walk  in  him  by  employing  him  ftiil  as  a  Surety 
for  debt  and  duty  both ;  for  clearing  your  confcience 
With  refpeft  to  ail  your  debt,  and  for  carrying  your 
foul  honourably  through  every  duty,  and  doing  all  your 
works  in  you  and  for  you. 

6.  Chrili:  Jefus  tlie  Lord  is  offered  in  the  gofpel  in 
fhe  capacity  of  an  Advocate,  that  being  thus  received 
we  may  fo  walk  in  him;  "  Thefe  things  I  write  to  you, 
jthat  ye  fin  not;  but  if  any  man  fm,  we  have  an  Advocate 
with  the  Father,  Jefus  Chrift  the  righteous,"  i  Jchn  ii, 
I.  Well  is  it  with  the  poor  foul  that  hath  many  chal- 
lenges for  fin  and  guilt,  and  is  fadly  exercifed  therewith, 
vAitn  yet  it  can  put  its  cafe  in  the  hand  of  him  who  is 
an  Advocate  widi  the  Father;  he  can  fully  anfwer  and 
propofe  able  defences  againft  all  challenges  from  con- 
fcience. But,  alas  !  I  fear  there  arc  many  fleeping  con- 
fciences  among  us.  However,  freedom  from  all  challen- 
ges is  only  by  the  blood  of  Chrifl:,  and  the  faith  of  his 
advocating  our  caufe  with  the  Father ;  and  well  is  it 
with  us  that  we  have  a  righteous  Jefus,  a  finlefs  Jefus, 
for  our  Advocate,  who  can  comfort  under  the  faddeft 
difcouragement,  and  relieve  from  the  faddeft  intricacy; 
for,  he  underftands  all  heart-fecfets,  his  underftanding 
being  infinite  :  and  he  is  not  lordly  in  his  employment. 
There  is  much  lordlinefs  among  eartlily  advocates,  and 
great  men  of  that  profelTion  ;  you  muft  come  and  wait 
at  their  gates,  with  hat  in  hand,  and  perhaps  never  be 
the  better ;  for  advocates  with  us  may  be  honeft,  and 
yet  lofe  a  good  caufe:  but  here  is  an  Advocate  in  your 
offer,  to  be  received  by  you,  v/ho  never  loft  a  caufe 
that  was  put  in  his  band. — Nov/,  liave  you  received  him 
as  an  Advocate?  Then  fo  walk  ye  in  him,  by  ftill  em- 
ploying him  in  that  capacity,  faying,  *  Lord,  my  crimes 

*  are  great,  my- caufe  is  bad,  but  never  a  caufe  mif- 

*  carried  that  thou  didft  take  in  hand:    Oh!    let  every 

*  one   of  tliy  wounds  be  as  fo    many  open  mouths  t» 

*  plead  for  me ;  let  thy  blood  fpeak,  that  fpeaks  better 

*  things  thaa  tlie  blood  of  Abel." 

7.  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord  is  offered  in  the  gofpel,  in 
the  cnpaQity  o[  a  Phylitian,  th^lbdtv^t\v\x^xt.Cfewed  wc 
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may  fo  walk  in  him.  Wc  are  full  of  plagues,  maladies, 
fores,  and  fpiritual  difeafes.  Ghrill  is  exhibited  to  us 
as  a  Phyfician  that  hath  Ikill  of  all  difeafes,  and  can  heal 
them  all  be  what  they  will;  Plal.  ciii,  3. — JVjbo  kealetb 
till  toy  difeafes:  he  knows  tlie  right  time  of  applying  the 
healing  word;  Pfal.  cvii.  21.  He  fent  bis  word  and 
healedrtbem^  and  delivered  tbem  from  tbeir  deft ruH ion: 
He  heals  with  his  own  blood,  and  mixes  his  own  blood 
with  the  word,  a  ftrange  mixture  and  compound  to  be 
a  healing  potion;  for,  he  fealsthe  word  with  his  bloocL 
Many  are  whole,  and  fee  no  need  of  the  Phyfician ; 
they  are  whole  hearted;  their  hearts  were  never  pierced 
with  an  arrow  of  legal  conviftion.  But,  if  you  have 
feeh  your  malady,  and  prized  the  remedy  ;  if  you  have 
received  Chrift  as  a  Phyfician,  then  io  walk  ye  in  liim, 
by  coming  ftill  with  your  broken  bones  to  his  door, 
faying,  *  ilord,  here  lies  a  Job  full  of  boils,  a  Lazarus 
^  full  of  fores  at  thy  gate ;  here  a  paralytic  hand ;   here 

*  a  blind  eye;  here  a  hard  heart;  here  is  a  plague,  and 
•there   is   a  wound;    here  is  my  atheifm,   ignorance, 

*  enmity,    unbelief;    Oh!  heal,  heal;  let  mc  have  a 

*  touch  of  thy  garment,  and  I  ftiall  be  whole." — Now, 
if  you  have  received  Chrift  as  a  Phyfician,  to  continue 
in  the  improving  of  him  thus,  is  to  walk  in  him  as  ye 
have  received  him. 

*  8.  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord  is  oitered  in  the  gofpel  in  the 
capacity  of  a  Head  and  Huiband,  that  being  thus  receiv- 
ed we  may  fo  walk  in  him,  Chrift  is  offered  in  tlie  gof- 
pel as  a  friend  in  the  room  of  all  friends,  a  friend  that 
fticketh  clofer  than  a  brother;  a  huft)and  to  the  widow,  a 
father  to  the  fatherlefs,  and  a  ftay  to  the  orphan;  '*  When 
my  father  and  mother  forfaketh  me, the  Lord  will  take  me 
up,'*  PfaL  xxvii.  10.  And  Jer.  xlix.  11.  "  Leave  thy  fa- 
therlefs children  upon  me,  I  will  preferve  them  alive  ; 
and  let  thy  widows  tru^l  in  me:"  and  again,  "  Thy  Ma- 
ker is  thy  huft)and.''  Our  Lord  hath  a  kind  heart  to  the 
widow  and  orphans;  for-,  he  is  an  ocean  of  love,  and  a 
fountain  of  mercy,  and  he  hath  a  liberal  hand  towards 
them;  for  he  gives  durable  riches  andrighteoufnefs;  And 
I '(oill  fill  tbeir  treafures^  Prov.  viii.  21.  AH  the  filver  and 
gold  in  the  world  cannot  &ll  one's  heart-,  but  ?ays  CJcsrv^^ 
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*^  I  will  fill  their  tre'afures."  Let  a  gracelefs  man  have 
the  greateft  fabftancc  in  the  world,  he  is  but  a  poor  mi- 
Jerable  wretch;  but  the  pooreil  foul,  married  ■  to  Chrill, 
hath  durable  riches;  yea,  unfearchable  riches,  Eph.iii.8. 
Take  the  greateil  prince  and  monarch  in  the  world,  a 
few  figures  in  aMtlimetic  will  count  all  his  wealth,  and 
all  that  he  is  v/orth ;  but  all  the  arithmetic  in  the  world 
cannot  count  the  believer's  ftock,  who  harth  Ghrift  for  his 
Friend  and.  Hufl)and;  for,  it  is  the  unfearchable  riches 
of  CliritL  They  that  are  ill-friended  in  the  world,  may 
be  fapplied  here ;  Ghrilt  is  offered  as  a  Friend,  a  Head, 
and  Hufband. — Now,  have  you  received  him  as  a  Head, 
and  Hufoand  ?  Then  fo  walk  in  him.  Have  you  re- 
ceived him  as  fuch,  fome  time  a-day,  when  you  was 
brought  to  fay,  ^  Lord,   though  I  be  the  moft  deform- 

*  ed,  black,  and  unworthy  bride  that  ever  was,  having 

*  nothing  but  poverty,  debt,  and  danger  to  recommend 

*  me  to  thee  ;   yet  fince  thou,  who  art  the  chief  among 

*  ten  thoufands,  art  content  to  match  with  me,  behold! 

*  I  fay.  Amen  to  that  marriage-covenant,  defiring  to 
'  aCent  to  all  the  articles  of  it.' — Have  you  thus  re- 
ceived him,  I  fay,  as  a  Head  and  Hufband?  Then  fo 
walk  ye  in  him  by  maintaining  the  relation,  and  faying, 
3Iy  Beloved  is  nii7ic^  and  I  am  his;  and  again,  /  am  my 
Beloved'' s^  and  my  Beloved  is  mine^  Song  vi.  3.  Let  me 
fee  more  and  more,  that  neither  death  nor  hell,  fin  or 
Satan  Iliall  be  able  to  locfe  the  marriage -knot ;  and  let 
me  have  fweet  communion  and  fellowftiip  with  this  glo- 
rious Head,  and  love-communications,  and  love-vifits 
from  this  glorious  Huft)and. — Thus-you  may  come  to 
walk  in  him  as  ye  have  received  him. 

9.  Ghrift  JefuG  the  Lord  is  offered  in  the  gofpel  in  the 
cai)acity  of  a  Helper  and  Reliever,  that  being  thus  re- 
ceived we  may  fo  walk  in  him  and  improve  him.  He 
is  offered,  I  fay,  as  a  Helper  of  the  needy,  and  a  Re- 
liever of  the  burdened  foul ;  he  is  therefore  declared  to 
be  a  prefent  help  in  time  of  trouble^  who  gives  grace  to 
help  in  time  of  need;  and  with  refpedl  to  all  bjiirdens 
fays,  Caft  thy  burden  on  the  Lord^  and  be  vjill  fuftain  tbee* 
Now,  have  you  received  him  as  a  Helper  ?  Then  fo 
walk  ye  in  him  by  ftill  taking  his  help,  and  employing 
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liim  to  help  you,   faying,  '  Lord,   I  have  deftroyed  niy- 

*  felf,   but  in  thee  only  is  my  help  ;   help  me  in  refpecl 

*  oi'  deliverance  from  the  mire  of  fin  and  mifery  into 

*  which  I  have  caft  myfclf ;  hglp  me  in  rcfpcct  of  i'upply 

*  out  of  thy  fulnefs,   lor  never  a  poorer  wretch  came  to 

*  tliy  door  than  I ;  not  a  j^cnny  of  grace  is  there  left  to 
*help  me,   nor  a  crumb  to  keep  in  my  Hie:    Oh!  let 

*  me  not  go  from  thy  treafure-houfc  without  an  alms; 

*  for,    There  is  bread  enough  in  thy  houfc  and  to  /pare  : 

*  though  I  be  a  dog,  let  me  not  go  without  a  crumb/ 
Thus  by  faith  and  prayer  you  may  walk  in  liim  as  a 
Helper,  if  you  have  received  him  as  fuch. — ^Again,  liave 
you  received  him  as  a  Reliever  ?  (to  put  both  thefc  to- 
gether that  are  fo  nigh  of  kin)  Then  fo  walk  in  him  by 
employing  him  ftill  to  relieve  you  of  your  burdens,  fay- 
ing, *  Oh!  fin  is  heavier  than  a  milftone,  and  how  many 

*  of  thefe  milffones   are  on  my  back  !     Angels  cannot 

*  free  me  of  ray  burdens  ;  for  the  burden  of  one  fin  I'unk 

*  many  thoufands  of  them  to  the  bottomlefs  pit :    faints 

*  cannot  do  it,  they  have  burdens  enough  of  their  own  ;. 

*  nay,  the  whole  creation  cannot  bear  my  burden;  for  it 

*  groans  under  the  weight  of  me  and  it :   but.  Lord,  art 

*  not  thou  the  Rock,  the  mighty  Rock,  on  whom  Gcd 

*  hath  laid  the  help  of  poor  finners  ?  '*  The  Lord,  hath 

*  laid  on  him  the  iniquities  of  us  all;"  and  there  I  roll 

*  my  burden,  even  upon  tl>is  Burden-bearer:  let  me  be 
'  eafed,  for  the  Rock  can  bear  it  without  any  difficulty.' 
In  this  way,  having  received  him  as  a  Reliever  and  a 
Burden  bearer,  you  are  to  improve  him,  and  fo  to  walk 
in  him.. 

IQ.  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord  is  offered  in  the  gcfpel  in 
the  capacity  of  a  Shepherd,  that  being  thus  received  we. 
may  fo  walk  in  him.  See  Ifa.  xl.  11.  ^^  He  fhall  feed  his 
flock  like  a  Ihepherd;  he  fhall  gather  the  lambs  with  his 
arms,  and  carry  them  in  his  bofom,  and  gently  lead  thofe 
that  are  with  young."  Chrift  is  held  forth  in  the  gofpel 
as  the  wife  Shepherd,  that  knows  his  fheep,  and  puts  his 
mark  upon  them,  and  fealsthem;  "The  foundation  of  God 
ftandeth  fure,  having  this  feal,  The  Lord  knoweth  them 
tliat  are  his:"  They  are  fealed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  ofpro- 
mife, — He  is  the  careful  Shepherd  thax\va\.\\^  io\4.  W, 
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them;  "  Other  flieep  I  have  that  are  not  of  this  fold,  then 
alfo  I  rniiH:  bring,  and  they  ftiall  hear  my  voice." — ^He 
is  the  faithful  Shepherd,  that  rejoiceth  in  the  thriving  of 
his  flock,  and  will  give  a  good  account  of  all  the  fheep; 
hence  he  fays,  *'  This  is  the  will  of  my  Father,  that  of 
all  he  hath  given  me,  I  fliould  lofe  nothing,  but  feould 
raife  it  up  at  the  lalt  day,"  John  vi.  39.;  and  he  will  at 
that  day  feparate  the  ftieep  from  the  goats, — He  is  the 
kind  Shepherd,  that  feeds,  and  leads,  and  heals,  and 
watches,  and  waters,  and  defends,  and  gathers  his  flock. 
Now,  have  you  received  Chrifl  as  a  Shepherd  to  perform 
thefe  kind  offices  tov/ards  you  ?  Th^n  fo  walk  ye  in  him 
by  depending  on  him  for  the  continual  communication  of 
that  paftoral  care.  Faith  is  called  a  returning  to  the 
Shepherd  of  our  fouls,  i  Pet,  ii.  25,  ''  Ye  were  as  flieep 
going  allray,  but  are  returned  to  the  Shepherd  and  BIflicp 
of  your  fouls."  Now",  the  life  of  faith,  and  walking  in 
him  in  this  capacity,  is  juft  a  remaining  with  him,  and 
depending  en  him  as  a  Shepherd.  It  is  depending  an  him 
as  a  Shepherd  to  feed  you ;  for,  he  feeds  his  flock  as  no 
other  Ihepherd  doth;  he  feeds  them  upon  a  green  pafture, 
and  the  pallure  is  himfelfj  John  x,  9,  "  I  am  the  door, 
by  me  if  any  man  enter  in,  he  fliall  be  faved;  and  he  fliall 
go  in  and  out,  and  find  pafture:"  compare  this  with  John 
vi.  51.  '^  I  am  the  living  bread  that  came  down  from  hea- 
ven; the  bread  that  I  give  is  my  flefh,  which  I  give  for  the 
life  of  the  world." — It  is  a  depending  on  hini  as  a  Shep. 
herd  to  lead  you;  The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd^  I  Jhail  not 
svant.  He  leadeth  me  by  the  f till  waters/  he  l^adetb  the  blind 
in  a  way  they  know  not;  he  maketh  darknefs  light  before 
them  ;  he  guides  them  by  his  counfel,  and  brings  them 
to  his  glory:  and  if  you  walk  in  him,  you  take  him  for 
your  guide,  and  employ  him  as  your  guide  to  give  you 
counfel,  bec^ufe  he  is  the  wonderful  Counfellon  It  is  a 
depending  on  him  as  a  Phyfician  to  heal  you  ;  but  of 
Chrift  as  a  Phyfician  I  fpoke  already. — ^Again,  it  is  de- 
pending on  him  as  a  Shepherd  to  watch  over  you  ;  for 
he  is  the  watchful  Shepherd  that  watches  his  flock  night 
and  day;  the  watchman  of  Ifraelf lumbers  not  nor  fleeps : 
he  never  gives  fo  much  as  a  nap,  for  then  we  wef^e  un- 
done, in  regard  Satan  never  fleeps,  and  enemies  are  ftOr 
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ver  idle. — ^Ii:  is  a  depending  on  him  as  a  Shepherd  to 
water  you  ;  he  waters  his  flock  as  well  as  feeds  them ; 
and  as  he  feeds.tliem  with  his  flelh,  fo  he  waters  them 
with  his  blood,  and  witli  tlie  influences  of  his  Spirit : 
here  is  the  river,  the  ftreams  wheyeof  make  glad  the  city 
of  God  :  he  pours  water  on  him  that  is  thirfty,  and  floods 
upon  the  dry  ground, — It  is  a  depending  on  him  as  a 
Shepherd  to  proteft  you  ;  for  he  defends  his  flock  from 
all  wolves,  from  all  harm  and  injury  :  know  you  what 
the  devil  faid  of  Job  ?  Though  he  be  the  father  of  lies, 
yet  he  fpsike  a  truth,  when  he  would  gladly  have  had 
Ood's  hand  of  proteftion  removed  from  Job,  chap.  i.  10. 
**  Doth  Job  ferve  God  for  nought  ?  Hall  thou  not  made 
an  hedge  about  him  and  his  houfe,  and  all  ihat  he  hath 
on  every  lide?'^  I  believe  there  are  many  of  you  know 
not  that  the  devil  is  going  about  your'  doors,  leeking  to 
devour  you  ;  but  here  is  the  mercy  of  all  the  flock  of 
Chrift,  that  their  Shepherd  hatli  fet  an  hedge  about  them, 
that  nothing  may  harm  them;  neidier  can  violence  touch 
them  without  his  fpecial  permiflion  and  order,  and  that 
for  their  advantage;  for,  "  All  things  fliall  work  together 
for  their  good." — Finally,  It  is  to  depend  upon  him  as 
a  Shepherd  to  gather  you;  ^*  He  gathers  the  lambs  with 
his  arms :"  they  go  aftray  many  times,  and  wander  fo  far 
away, that  they  feem  to  be  quite  loft;  but,  *'  He  feeks  and 
faves  that  which  is  loft:"  And  he  hath  a  long  arm  to  gath- 
er them,  and  bring  them  back  to  himfelf,  that  they  may 
get  a  mark  anfwerable  to  his  gracious  care. in  reducing 
them;  Ifa.  Ixii.  12.  "  Thou  flialt  be  called.  Sought  out, 
a  city  not  forfaken."  Have  you  received  him  then  as 
a  Shepherd  ?  So  walk  ye  in  him,  as  to  employ  him  to 
gather  you  from  all  your  far  wanderings;  your  wandering 
thoughts,  your  wandering  words,  your  wandering  afFec* 
tions,  your  wandering  converfations;  faying,  with  the 
Pfalmift,  Pialm  cxix.  176,  "  I  have  gone  aftray  like  a  loft 
flieep,  feek  tliy  fervant;"  verfe  10.  "O  let  me  not  wander 
from  thy  commandments :  And  if  I  wander,  O  bring  me 
back,  and  let  thy  hand  be  upon  the  man  of  thy  right  hand, 
the  Son  of  man,  whom  thou  haft  made  ftrong  for  thyfelf ; 
and  henceforth  I  will  not  go  back:  Turn  thou  me,  and  I 
ihall  be  turned;  draw  me,  and  I  fliall  run  after  thee." 
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Have  you  received  him  in  the  capacity  of  a  Mediator 
and  Peace-maker?  Then  fo  walk  in  him,  by  employing 
him  ftill  to  take  up  all  quarrels  between  God  and  your 
foul,  faying,  "  Lord,  ftand  betwixt  me  and  the  flaming 
"  fword*;  and  let  me  have  the  fenfe  of  the  Father's  love, 
*'  the  atoning  blood  of  the  Lamb ;  and  bring  the  news 
**  of  peace  to  my  foul." 

.  Have  you  received  him  as  the  Ranfomejr  of  captives? 
Then  fo  walk  in  him,  by  employing  him  ftill  to  affert 
your  liberty,  to  knock  off  your  fetters,  to  loofe  your 
bands,  and  to  bring  your  fouls  out  of  prifon,  that  you 
may  ferve  and  praife  him. 

Have  you  received  him  as  a  Saviour  ?  Then  fo  ^yalk 
in  him,  by  employing  him  to  carry  on  your  falvation  to 
perfeftion  ;  and  to  fave  you  from  fin,  from  the  law, 
from  death,  and  wrath. 

Have  you  received  him  as  a  Sun,  as  the  Sun  of  righ- 
teoufnefs  ?  Then  fo  walk  in  him,  by  rejoicing  i»i  his 
light,  and  ftiunning  all  the  darknefs  of  ignorance  and 
error  ;  "  O  houfe  of  Krael,  walk  ye  in  the  light  of  the 
Lord." 

Have  you  received  him  as  your  righteoufnefs  and 
ftrength?  Then  fo  walk  in  him,  by  going  in  the  ftrength 
of  the  Lord,  making  mention  of  his  righteoufnefs,  and 
of  his  only. 

I  may  add  to  all  that  has  been  faid,  that  Chrift  is  of- 
fered as  a  pattern  and  example.  Have  we  received  him 
in  that  capacity?  Then  let  us  fo  walk  in  him.  The  body 
muft  walk  where  the  head  walks  ;  the  .  body  and  head 
mutt  walk  where  the  feet  walk  ;  and  the  head  having 
influence  upon  the  body,  the  feet  muft  walk  in  a  con- 
formity. They  that  have  received  Chrift  as  a  pattern  and 
example,  if  they  walk  as  they  have  jpeceived  him,  muft, 
through  grace,  follow  his  example;  that  is,  they  are  to 
follow  him  in  his  faith;  for  he  trufted  in  his  Father; 
fo  muft  we  beware  of  cafting  off*  the  profeffion  of  our 
faith,  or  deviating  to  error  and  herefy. — They  are  to 
follow  him  in  his  love^  Eph.  v.  2.  "  Walk  in  love,  as. 
Chrift  alfo  loved  us  :  being  followers  of  God,  as  dear 
children." — They  are  to  follow  him  in  his  boHnefsi 
"  Bg  ye  holy  as  I  am  holy," — Xn  his  %taU  "  The  zeal 
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of  God's  houfe  hath  eaten  him  up^'*  even  his  zeal  fof 
the  glory  of  God. — He  walked  in  a  conformity  to  the 
Hvill  of  God ;  did  always  the  things  that  pleafed  him ; 
fought  tlie  glory  of  his  Father  in  all  tliat  he  did. — In  liisi 
aSiivity;  he  went  up  and  down  doing  good;  never 
refted  till  he  faid,  "  1  have  finiflied  the  work  which  thou 
gaveft  me  to  do."  So  we  are  not  to  weary  in  well-doing. 
In  his  meeknefs^  patience^  and  humility;  "  Follow  me» 
for  lam  meek  and  I6wly." — In  \\\s>boldnefs7ind  conftancy^ 
in  adhering  to  the  truth  in  fpite  of  all  oppofition  ;  "  For 
the  joy  that  was  fet  before  him,  he  endured  the  crofs, 
and  defpifed  the  lliame."  So  we  are  to  take  up  the  crofs 
and  follow  him. — This  is  to  walk  in  him,  as  we  have 
received  him. 

You  may  fee  what  a  large  field  of  matter  is  here  ; 
there  would  be  no  end  gf  fpeaking  of  the  way  or  the 
walk  here,  becaufe  Chrift  •  is  the  way,  and  the  walk 
fuitable  thereto  is  accordingly  nioft  extenfive. 

Thus  you  fee  the  rule  of  the  believef's  walk,  and 
what  proportion  and  fuitablenefs  his  walk  Ihould  have 
to  his  receiving  Jefus  Chrift  the  Lord,  and  fuitable  to 
all  the  capacities  wherein  he  receives  him. 


SERMON     XXXVIIL 

CoLos.  ii.  6. 
As  ye  have  received  Chrift  Jefus  theLord^fo  *^alkye  inbim. 

[The  Fifth  Sermon  on  this  Text.] 

"1T7E  have,  in  the  preceding  difcourfes,  effayed  to 
^  ^  point  out,  in  a  great  variety  of  particulars,  in 
what  capacity  Chrift  is  offered  in  the  gofpel,  and  fliewn 
what  it  is  to  walk  in  him,  *  in  thefe  different  capacities. 
We  now  go  on, 

'   IV,  To  the  Fourth  general  Head  Y^toij^ofedw  \tv  n^^ 


9*  Tbd  Duty  of  deceiving  Christ, 

method,  which  was,  To  fpeak  of  the  connexion  betwixt 
the  believer's  charafler  and  the  believer's  duty,  or  be- 
twixt receiving  Chrift,  and  walking  in  him  5  where  we 
promifed  to  enquire  into  the  order  of  the  connexion,  and 
the  reafons  of  it.  Now,  in  fpeaking  to  this  head  we  may 
confider,  ^r/>,  in  general,  how  this  text,  and  tl^e  duties 
therein  called  to,  are  connefted.  with  the  context ;  and 
fecondly^  in  particular,  how  the  parts  of  the  text  are 
connefted  one  with  another,  and  fo  come  more  clofely 
to  the  order  of  this  connejiion. 

jF/r/ir,  Let  us  confider,  for  clearing  this  matter  tlie 
more  evidently,  how  this  text,  and  what  we  are  called 
to  therein,  are  connefted  with  the  context.  The  Ihort 
text  is  fomewhat  longer,  if  you  take  it  witli  what  went 
before,  and  what  follows  ;  for,  texts  of  fcripture  are 
like  the  links  of  a  chain  that  are  faftened  together,  fome 
before,  and  fome  after.  Look  before,  and  then  you 
will  fee,  that  the  apollle  fpeaks  to  believers  ;  in  whom 
he  notices  their  order,  and  the  ftedfallnefs  of  their  faitli 
in  Chrift  :  look  after,  and  then  you  will  fee,  that  this 
receiving  of  Chrift,  and  walking  in  him,  are  joined  witli 
a  being  rooted  and  built  up  in  him,  and  eftabliflied  in 
the  faith.  And  thus  looking  to  the  fcope  round  about 
the  text,  and  viewing  both  fides  of  it,  I  notice  thefe 
two  remarks  for  your  edification. 

Remark  i.  That  thofe  whom  the  apoftle  commends, 
for  their  ftedfaftnefs  in  the  faitli,  yet  he  doth  exhort  to 
walk  in  Chrift.  See  verfe  5th,  compared  with  the  text. 
And  this  teaches  us  this  excellent  leflbn,  That  Chrift 
is  to  be  lived,  as  well  as  known  ;  to  be  lived  in,  as  well 
as  believed  in.  The  beft  of  believers  h^th  need  of  the 
fpur  of  exhortation  ftill  to  walk ;  proportionable  to  the 
knowledge  and  faith  that  a  believer  hath  in  Chrift,  an- 
fwerably  will  he  find  the  need  of  Chrift,  and  of  living 
and  working  in  him:  and  fo  proportionable  to  his  know- 
ledge and  faith,  fliould  this  living  and  walking  in  Chrift 
be.  A  man  may  have  much  of  the  kno^yledge  and  faith 
of  the  Son  of  God,  and  yet  walk  very  unanfwerable  to 
that  meafure  of  faith  and  knowledge  that  he  hath;  and 
a  man  may  have  a  little  meafure  of  faith  and  knowledge 
of  Chrilt,  and  yd  live  in  very  mucb  of  that  little  know- 


Ser.  XXXVIII.       and  Walkinv^  in  iim^  (Opened.  93* 

lejge  and  faith,  by  walking  in  Chrift  proportionably 
thereto.  There  are  lufts  to  be  mortified  in  the  believer, 
as  long  as  he  lives;  there  are  paffions  to  be  ilibdued  by 
the  Spirit,  and  graces  to  be  quickened  and  blown  up  by 
the  Spirit,  that  they  go  net  out :  This  may  take  up  the 
whole  man,  and  there  is  no  end  of  this  work,  till  fm 
be  quite  abolilhed,  and  grace  be  perfedled.  And  fo 
there  is  work  enough  for  the  believer  all  his  days :  though 
he  be  eftabliftied  in  the  faith,  he  will  find  work  enough 
ftill  to  be  working  and  going  on.  Therefore,  the  beft 
believers  need  the  fpur  of  exhortation,  to  quicken  them 
to  practical  obedience.  Suppofe  a  man  be  highly  ad* 
vanced  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  furely  the  more 
knowledge  he  hatli,  the  more  doth  he  fee  into  himfelf, 
and  the  more  corruption  will  he  fee  in  himfelf  than  he 
faw  before  :  as  by  the  bright  fun  that  Ihines  in  at  the 
window,  we,  will  fee  thofe  motes  fly  up  and  down,  that 
we  cannot  fee  by  the  clear  day-light.  The  more  light, 
the  more  a  man  fees  into  himfelf,  and  fo  the  more  cor- 
ruption does  he  find  in  him,  than  before  he  thought  of. 
Yea,  take  any  man  that  walketh  in  Chrift,  and  he.  hath 
this  property^  the  further  he  goes,  the  lefs  he  thinketh 
he  hath  gone  :  and  it  is  a  certain  truth,  a  man  that  hath 
gone  a  great  way  forward  in  religious  exercifes,  the  lefs 
he  thinks  he  has  done :  for  the  nearer  he  comes  to  God,  * 
the  greater  doth  he  find  this  God  to  be,  and  the.  know- 
ledge of  him  ftill  the  more  myfterious  ;  and  the  farther 
he  dives  into  this  depth,  the  deeper  doth  he  find  it  to 
be.  And  therefore,  even  thofe,  tha^  are  commended 
for  their  ftedfaftnefs  of  faith,  need  to  be  exhorted  to  walk 
in  Chrift :  here  is  walking,  and  walking  further  and 
further.  If  any  man  fiiould  fay,  I  care  for  no  more  than 
will  bring  me  to  heaven  ;  this  very  thought  ftiews  the 
corruption  and  rottennefs  of  his  heart;  and  that  hefeeks 
grace  to  be  faved,  'and  not  to  be  fruitful.  It  is  a  great 
flaw  in  a  man's  heart,  in  the  very  defiring  of  grace  itfelf, 
when  he  defires  grace  to  be  laved,  fo  as  he  may  be  glo- 
rified in  heaven  ;  and  not  to  be  fruitful,  fo  as  God  may 
be  glorified  on  earth.  I  fliall  not  fay  but  fomething  of 
this  naughtinefs  may  be  in  the  heart  of  a  true  believer  \ 
but  SurelXf  where-ever  it  is  in  its  full  power  ari<it  domv- 
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nion,.  it  evidences  the  man  to  be  no  believer,  to  feek 
grace  merely  as  it  is  a  beneficial  grace,  to  get  heaven 
for  himfelf ;  but  i;iot  as  it  is  a  ferviceable  grace,  to  be 
laid  out  in  the  fervice  of  God  in  Ghrift. — ^This.is  one 
remark  from  the  precedent  text. 

Remark  2.  Is  from  the  fubfequent  context,  That 
walking  in  Chrift,  and  being  rooted,  built  up  in  him, 
and  eftabliflied  in  the  faith,-  are  coupled  together: 
compare  the  text  with  verfe  ytli.  And  fo  we  are  taking 
a  look  of  the  other  fide  of  the  text,  Walk  in  bim^  rooted^ 
buiit  up  in  bim^  and  eftablijlyed  in  the  faitb.  And  thefe 
are  coupled  together  two  ways,  both  as  to  the  manner 
of  walking,  and  as  to  the  end  of  walking  :  the  manner 
qf  walking  in  him,  fo  as  to  be  alfo  rooted  in  him  ;  and 
the  end  of  walking  in  him,  fo  as  to  be  established  in 
the  faith. 

(i.)  They  are  coupled  as  to  the  manner  of  walking 
in  Chrift  ;  for  it  is  a  walking  in  him,  fo  as  to  be  alfo 
rooted  and  eftabliihed  in  him.  Why,  here  is  walking, 
and  yet  a  ftanding  ftill,  a  being  rooted.  It  is  here  juft 
as  it  is  with  the  foot  of  the  compafs;  the  one  foot  of  the 
compafs  ftandsfaft  in  the  centre,  and  the  other  goes  round, 
and  draws  the  line:  foit  is  with  the  believer;  as  to  his  faith, 
he  ftands  faft  and  unmoveable  in  the  matters  of  dodtrine, 
that  is  the  foot  of  the  compafs  that  keeps  the  centre  and 
ftands  faft;  but  as  to  his  gofpel-obedience,  or  obediential 
walking,  according  to  the  command  in  the  law,  in  the  hand 
of  Ghrift,  that  is  the  part  that  moves  forward,  and  indeed 
never  ftands.  And  thus  the  believer  moves,  and  yet  ftands 
faft;  walks, and  yet  is  rooted  and  eftabliflied.  As  it  is  with 
a  man  in  walking,  there  is  ftill  one  foot  ftands,  while 
the  other  mo^es,  or  elfe  a  man  does  not  walk,  but  leap: 
fo,  pany  do  not  ftand  faft  in  tlie  faith,  with  oi>e  foot ; 
nor  walk  in  the  truth,  with  the  other  foot,  as  it  were ; 
but  they  leap  out  of  one  doctrine  to  another,  not  being 
eftabliihed  in  the  faith,  nor  walking  in  Chrift,  fo  as  alfo 
to  be  rooted  in  him.  And  thus  we  may  underftand  the 
fcriptures  that  fometimes  injoin  us  to  go  forward,  and 
fometimes  command  us  to  ftand  faft  :  you  may  tlius  re- 
concile the  fcripture  that  fays,  "  Stand  faft  in  the  faith;" 
a^ad  another  fcriptuvc  that  fsiys, "  RuivXtve  tac^  fet  before 
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you:'^  Why,  in  the  way,  run;  in  the  truth,  Hand.  If  a 
man  Hand  ftill  in  the  way  of  obedience,  fuch  a  man 
Hands  when  he  ftiould  run;  but  if  he  runs  out  of  the  faith 
or  dofitrine  of  the  gofpel,  this  man  runs  when  he  Ihould 
Hand,  If  a  tree  be  removed  to-day  from  this  place,  and 
tranfplanted  to-morrow  to  another  place  :  and  fo  on 
from  place  to  place,  it  drys,  and  cannot  bear  fruit:  even 
fo,  the  Chriftian  that  changes  from  dodlrine  to  do6lrine, 
decays  in  fruitfulnefs  ;  he  is  loofe,  and  not  eftabliflied  in 
the  faith,  and  fo  cannot  walk  in  Ghrift ;  for  tliefe  two 
are  coupled  together,  namely,  walking  in  him,  and  being 
rooted  and  eftabliflied  in  the  faith. — Thus  they  are  coiw 
nefted  as  to  the  manner  of  walking  in  Ghrift. 

(2.)  They  are  coupled  as  to  the  end  of  walking  in 
him;  for,  the  end  of  walking  in  Ghrift,  is  to  be  rooted 
and  eftabliflied.  It  is  a  remarkable  promife  made  to 
poor  feeble  ones  in  Ghrift*s  houfe,  John  vii.  17.  **  If  any 
man  will  do  his  will,  he  fliall  know  the  doftrine  whether 
it  be  of  God.'*  This  doftrine  is  not  man's,  but  God's. 
Now,  how  fliall  I  know  whether  the  doftrine  be  of 
God,  or  not?  Why,  if  you  do  his  will,  you  fliall  know  it; 
that  is,  by  walking  in  Ghrift  he  fliall  get  much  experi- 
ence :  for,  as  true  knowledge  makes  way  for  practice ; 
fo  gofpel-praftice  makes  way  for  more  knowledge  and 
experience.  O  but  a  praftical  Ghriftian  is  the  moft 
experienced  Ghriftian  in  the  world  !  You  may  very 
eafily  obferve,  that  a  tree  is  not  rooted  in  a  day;  but  the 
■  more  it  grows  upward,  the  more  it  is  rooted ;  and  the  more 
it  is  rooted,  the  better  it  is :  fo,  tliey  that  walk  in  Ghrift, 
fliall  be  confirmed  and  eftabliflied  in  the  faith.  You  will 
never  find  a  man  of  mere  notional  knowledge,  that  hath 
any  rootednefs  or  ftedfaftnefs;  nay,  but  the  prafitical 
Chriftian  comes  to  be  more  and  more  an  experimental 
'  Chriftian.  "  He  that  doth  his  will,  fliall  know  the  doc- 
trine:" tlie  meaning  is  not,  that  our  knowledge  and  ex-  • 
perience  is  owing  to  our  work;  but  that,  where  a  man, 
through  grace,  is  helped  to  practical  religion,  fo  as  not  to 
fatisfy  himfelf  with  notions  and  fpeculations,  but  fo  a^s  to 
fubjefl  himfelf  to  tlie  preceptive  will  of  the  Lord,  that 
man  is  in  the  high  way  of  growing  in  knowledge^  aad 
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further  experience. — Thus  the  text  ftancis  conneSed 
with  the  context. 

Secondly^  Let  us  confider  how  the  par  ts  of  the  text 
ftand  connefted  with  one  another :  As  ya  have  recei^gd 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrijt^  fo  ^alk  ye  in  him.  Here  you  fee, 
receiving  of  Ghrift,  and  walking  in  him,  are  coupkd 
together  :  what  God  hath  joined,  no  -man  Ihould  put 
afunder,  otherwife  it  is  at  his  peril,  ^ind  though  thefe 
two  cannot  be  feparated  in  reality,  yet.  the  moft  part  of 
people  feparate  them  in  effect :  fome  pretend  that  they 
receive  Ghrift,  and  yet  certainly  they  do  not  walk  in 
him ;  and  fo,  on  the  otlicr  hand,  feem  to  walk  in  him, 
in  fome  outward  good  life  and  worV_s,  and  yet  certainly 
do  not  receive  Ghrift.  Now,  if  you  fever  thefc  two  forts 
of  profeffors  from  the  reft  in  the  vi' ible  church,  thofe  that 
profefs  to  receive  Ghrift,  and  yet  do  not  walk  in  him, 
and  thofe  that  feem  to  walk  in  him  by  their  good  works, 
and  yet  have  not  received  him,  you  will  find,  that  thofe 
that  truly  receive  Ghrift,  and  'walk  in  him,  are  very  thin 
fown:  for,  as  few  of  thofe  in  fcripture,  tliat  called  Abra- 
ham, father,  were  indeed  his  children ;  fo  our  Lord 
tells  us,  as  few  of  thofe  that  pretend  to  Ghrift,  are  in- 
deed Ghriftians.  Look  upon  the  greateft  part  of  the 
world  this  day,  it  is  unchriftian;  becaufe  they  receive  not 
Ghrift  :  look  to  the  greateft  part  of  Ghriftendom,  and 
they  are  unchriftian  too ;  becaufe  they  walk  not  in  him, 
.though  they  pretend  to  receive  him :  thefe  two  rauft  be 
coupled^  and  the  dividing  thefe  two,  mars  the  whole, 
lile  is  no  Ghriftian  that  does  not  receive  Ghrift ;  and  he 
iff  no  receiver  of  Ghrift,  that  doth  not  walk  in  him;  and 
tht^Tefore  ihe  is  no  Ghriftian  that  doth  not  receivd  and 
waJk  in  Q  irift  :  in  a  true  Ghriftian  thefe  two  meet,  re- 
cei^dng  and  walking.  It  may  well  be  faid  of  many, 
"  The  voice  is  Jacob's  voice,  but  the  hands  are  the  hands 
of  Efau  :"  Their  voice  is  the  voice  of  a  Ghriftian, 
but  tlieir  han  ds  are  the  hands  of  an  atheift,  or  an  infi- 
del. V/here  Ghrift  is  moft  named  and  profeffed,  with- 
out being  tixUy  received,  there  he  is  diftionoured. 
Search  the  whi  >le  world  over,  and  where  will  you  find 
the  moft  proucl,  the  moft  cruel,  the  moft  felfilh,  the 
molt  carnalj  wicked,  and  worldly  p^tfo^v^  \   It  is  even 
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among  notional  and  nominal  Chriftians,  who,  hearing  of 
Chrift,  either  profefs  toreceive  him,  but  never  walk  in  him; 
or,  fancy  they  walk  in  him,  and  yet  never  receive  him. 

If  you  alk  me,  Where  is  the  moft  unfavoury  dung-hill  ? 
I  anfwer,  It  is  where  the  fun  fliines  hottell :  fo,  in  thefe 
days  of  the  gofpel,  where  in  the  world  will  you  find  the 
greateft  fins  committed,  or  the  moft  naufeous  dung-hill 
of  finful  corruptions  ?  it  is  even  where  the  fun  Ihines 
hotteft,  and  where  the  gofpel  fhines  brighteft.  Think 
not  ftrange  to  fee,  that  where  the  gofpel  fliines  mofl: 
brightly,  there  the  devil  works  moft  fpitefuUy,.  that  he 
may  break  this  chain,  viz.  the  receiving  of  Chrift,  and 
walking  in  him:  when  thefe  two  are  cut  afunder,  it  fpoils 
all.— r-Thus  much. for  the  conneftion. 

But  now,  the  order  of  this  connexion  follows  to  be 
confidered :  it  is  firft  a  receiving  of  Chrift,  and  then  a 
walking  in  him  :  receiving  is  firft,  in  as  much  as  the 
branch  muft  firft  be  in  the  vine,  before  it  can  bear  fruit : 
there  muft  be  an  inbeing,  before  there  can  be  a  fruit- 
bearing,  John  XV.  I, — 5.  There  it  is  Chrift's  dodlrine, 
and  here  it  is  the  apoftle's.  Now,  we  muft  enquire  in- 
to the  reafons  of  this  order,  that  there  muft  be  a  receiv- 
ing BEFORE  a  walking,  and  a  walking  after  the  receiv- 
ing. We  would  therefore  fliew,  i.  Why  there  muft  be 
a  receiving  of  Chrift,  before  there  can  be  a  walking  in 
him.  2.  Why  there  muft  be  a  walking  in  him,  after 
the  receiving  him. 

i/>,  Why  there  niuft  be  a  receiving  of  Chrift  before 
there  can  be  a  walking  in  him. 

I.  Becaufe  receiving  of  Chrift  is  that  which  conftitutes 
and  gives  being  to  a  Chriftian.  Now,  we  have  a  con^mon 
rule,  effe  muft  go  before  operare;  that  being  muft  go 
before  working,  life  before  walking.  Now,  if  you  alk. 
What  is  it  that  conftitutes  and  gives  being  to  a  faint,  to  a 
Chriftian,  to  a  believer?  I  reply.  It  is  tihis  receiving  of 
Chrift;  it  is  by  this  means  that  we  become  the  fons  of  God; 
John  i.  12.  "  But  as  many  as  received  him,  to  them  gave 
he  power,  [or  privilege]  to  become  the  fons  of  God  ; 
even  to  them  that  believe  on  his  name."  'It  is  by  this 
means,  that  we,  having  union  with  Chrift,  have  tlv^  xV'gcv- 
Xtoninets  ofChriH;  Phil  iii-  Q.  "  That  1  may  \]fc  Waw^i 
V6l.  III.  T  G  va 
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in  him,  not  having  mine  own  righteoufnefs,  but  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  God  by  faith:"  Firft,  we  mull  be  found  in 
him,  before  we  can  have  any  thing  from  him  ;  and  this 
union  is  by  a  faith  of  hij  own  operation  :  this  gives  the 
being  and  conftitution;  for,  till  we  receive  Chrift,  we 
arc  not  unite  to  him,  and  fo  have  no  fpiritual  life  or  be- 
ing. It  is  true,  in  regeneration,  the  Spirit  of  life  comes 
in  to  tlie  foul;  but  the  firll  a£l  of  Jjpiritual  life  is  faith, 
whereby  the  foul  clofes  with  Chrift,  and  fo  becomes  a 
Chriftian  indeed.  As  the  union  of  matter  and  form, 
makes  a  body;  the  union  of  body  and  foul  together, 
makes  a  man ;  and  the  union  of  a  man  and  Chrift  together 
makes  a  Chriftian:  and  fap  from  this  root  makes  him  a 
growing  one :  fo,  it  is  not  good  fruit  that  makes  a  good 
tree,  but  a  good  tree,  that  makes  the  good  fruit ;  and 
as  it  is  fap  from  the  root,  and  the  reception  of  it,  that 
makes  the  branch  to  bring  forth  ;  fo  it  is  not  the  fruit 
of  works  and  obedience  that  conftitutes  a  Chriftian,  or 
gives  him  a  being,  but  it  is  the  reception  of  Chrift,  thft 
receiving  of  him  as  Jefus  the  Lord;  and  therefore  that 
muft  be  firft. 

2.  Becaufe  receiving  of  Chrift  is  the  rife  and  ground 
of  v/alking  in  him;  and  therefore  receiving  is  firft,  as 
the  caufe  before  the  effeft.  A  man  may  bring  forth  the 
fruit  of  works  morally  good,  and  may  bring  forth  upon 
his  own  root,  as  a  natural  man;  but  he  can  never  walk 
in  Chrift,  until  he  do  it  in  virtue  of  receiving  Chrift, 
and  receiving  fap  from  him.  As  the  fruit  of  a  tree  is 
the  fap  of  the  root  concofted  ;  fo  walking  and  working 
in  Chrift,  is  juft  the  fap  of  the  Spirit  of  grace,  putting 
forth  itfelf  into  obedience ;  and  that  fap  muft  be  receiv- 
ed from  the  root,  ere  it  can  be  produced  in  fruit ;  and 
therefore  receiving  muft  go  before  walking.  Noije  can- 
walk  in  Chrift  unlefs  they  be  in  him:  as  the  branch  "can- 
not bear  fruit  in  the  tree,  unlefs  it  knit  to  the  ftock ;  fo 
we  cannot  walk  in  Chrift,  without  being  united  unto 
him.  Works  and  duties,  though  they  be  performed  in 
a  conformity  to  the  law,  as  the  rule  ;  yet  this  is  not 
walking  in  Chrift,  unlefs  it  be  done  by  virtue  fifom 
Chrift,  and  drawn  out  of  him.  Conceive  it  thus;  a 
wan  may  write  a  copy  by  \v\s  o\vti  ^xX.  ^tA\5KN^^«Bi* 
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man  may  write  with  his  hand  by  another  man's  guiding 
it ;  even  fo,  oiit  of  moral  principles,  a  man  may  lliape 
his  adlions  according  to  the  law  and  rule  ;  he  may  write 
this  copy  with  his  own  hand  :  but  tlien,  as  one  that 
writes  with  his  hand  in  another  man's  hand  that  guides 
it,  fo  one  that  is  in  Chrift,  walks  indeed  in  a  conformi- 
ty to  the  law  as  a  rule,  otherwife  it  is  no  walking  aright 
in  Chrift ;  but  he  walks  in  the  life  and  Spirit  of  Chrift, 
he  writes  after  the  copy  with  his  hand  in  the  hand  of 
Chrift,  being. acted  by  thefe  influences  and  graces  of 
the  Spirit,  that  through  his  union  with  him,  are  always 
flowing  to  him.  And  thus  a  believer's  walking  is  dif- 
tingiiilhed  from  all  other  walkings  in  the  world,  he  be- 
ing adted  by  the  very  Spirit  and  life  of  Chrift:  he  bears 
fruit  by  the  fap  and  life,  which  he  receives  from  the  tree 
of  life,  to  which  he  is  united ;  and  not  upon  the  old  ftock 
frorcL  which  he  is  tranfplanted. 

3.  The  third  reafon,  why  receiving  of  Chrift  goes  be- 
;for£  walking  in  him,  is,  becaufe  receiving  of  Chrift  is 
one  of  the  principal  things,  whereby  any  foul  can  honour 
God.  The  world  little  confiders  this,  how  God  is  ho- 
noured by  their  taking  Chrift  oflF  his  hand  ;  how  he  is 
honoured  by  this  aft  of  faith  in  receiving  of  Chrift:  for, 
l?y  receiving  him,  we  renounce  ourfelves,  and  all  con- 
fidence in  tlie  flefli.  Now,  while  a  man  hath  any  thing 
to  truft  to  in  his  own  opinion,  he  will  never  feek  after 
Chrift  the  Saviour;  but  when  a  man  begins  to  count  all 
his  gain  lofs,  and  can  throw  himfelf  over-board,  that  he 
may  come  to  Chrift  only ;  how  doth  this  glorify  and 
honour  God! — Again,  when  a  great  finner,  that  lies 
under  an  infinite  load  of  fin  and  guilt,  notwitliftanding  ^ 
all  difcouragements  from  the  multitude  and  magnitude 
of  his  fins,  though  infinitely  great,  yet  doth  fo  value 
the  truth  of  God's  word,  and^lay  fuch  ftrefs  upon  the 
veracity  of  his  promife,  as  to  break  through  all  difcou- 
ragements, and  throw  his  foul  upon  God's  promife, 
faying.  If  I  perijh^  Iperijh;  what  infinite  honour  doth 
this  bring  in  to  ilie  crown  of  heaven  ! — ^Again,  when  a 
benighted  foul  fees  no  light  of  comfort  in  all  the  world, 
and  yet  can  throw  himfelf  upon  a  God  in  Chrlix^  i!ia?jvcv^ 
**  Though  he  flay  zne,  jet  will  I  truft  in  luxaV'^  V\vv&\\.o- 

G  2  T^ou-t^ 


lOO  Tie  Duty  of  Receiving  Christ, 

nours  God  greatly:  for,  ftill  we  may  mark  this  at  any 
time,  the  faith  that  carries  the  foul  Uirough  the  greateft 
difficulties  and  contrarieties  to  God,  doth  bring  the 
greateft  glory  and  honour  to  him.  Men  do  not  think 
they  honour  God,  but  by  outward  works  of  piety,  equity, 
charity,  and  the  like :  but,  however  we  ought  to  glo- 
rify Gud  that  v/ay;  yet  God  gets  the  greateft  glory  by 
the  ftrongeft  faith.  "  Abrali^m  was  ftrong  in  the  faith, 
giving  glory  to  God:"  How  did  he  honour  God  this 
way  ?  Even  by  trufting  God,  notwithftanding  all  unlike- 
lihood, Rom.  iv.  19,  20,  21.  Yea,  by  faith  God  is  fo 
much  honoured  and  glorified,  that  nothing  pleafes  him 
without  it;  "  Without  faith  it  is  impoffible  to  plcafe 
God,"  Heb.  xi.  6. 

4,  The  fourth  reafon  is,  becaufe  before  a  man  receive 
Chrift,  he  hath  neither  power  nor  will  to  walk  in  him; 
but  by  receiving  of  him,  he  hath  both  :  before  receiv- 
ing of  Chrift  he  hath  no  power  nor  ability ;   but  he  is 
afted  and  enabled  by  receiving  of  Chrift  to  walk  in  him. 
As  it  is  impoffible  for  a  dead  man  to  walk  ;  fo  it  is  im- 
poffible for  a  man  that  hath  not  received  Chrift  to  walk 
in  him.     No  unbeliever,    no  unregenerate    man  ever 
d\d,  or  can  walk  in  Chrift  ;  fuch  a  man  is  not  in  him, 
all  his  works  are  out  of  him.     Rut,  on  the   contrary, 
every  man  that  hath  received  Chrift  by  faith,  is  in  Chrift; 
and  being  in  him,  he  hath  all  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength 
in  him,   and  fo  ability  to  walk  in  him :    and  he  may  be 
ftrong  in  the  grace  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  ;  ftrong  in  Ae 
Lord:  he  hath  alfo  a  new  principle  ;  the  feed  of  God  in 
him.  And  as  he  hath  a  power,  fo  he  hath  a  will  to  walk 
in  him ;  for  his  enmity  and  antipathy  againft  God  and 
Chrift  is  broken;  fo  that  it  becomes  as  eafy  and  pleafant 
to  walk  in  Chrift,  as  before  it  was  uneafy,  unpleafant, 
and  hateful.     If  water  be  poured  out,  it  will  run  down- 
ward to  the  centre ;  but  water  metamorphofed  and  trans- 
formed into  air,  v/ould  mount  upwards,  becaufe  of  its 
new  principle  ;  and  it  is  impoffible  for  it  to  come  down : 
fo  here,  before  you  receive  Chrift  by  faitli,  whereby 
you   are  united  to  him,    it  is  impoffible  but  tliat  you 
fliould  go  downward  to  your  own  centre,  to  feek  your- 
felvcs  in  \vh^,t  yoM  do  ;  but  \v\v^n  ?l  maxi  \v^\5c^  ^xtfAkr 
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principle,  he  goes  the  quite  contrary  way,  with  aq^  much 
eafmeis  as  he  did  the  other  way;  fo  it  is  with  every  be- 
liever, as  tar  as  he  is  under  the  influence  of  the  new 
Spirit,  tliat  is  put  within  him.  And  fo  you  fee  why  re- 
ceiving is  firft. 

2^/jy,  Why  there  mull  be  a  walking  in  him,  aftkr 
the  receiving  o£  him;  and  fo  we  are  come  to  the  reafcns, 
wliy  believers  Ihould  walk  inChrill  as  they  have  received 
him;  or  why  a  gospel-faith  muft  have  a  gospel-prac- 
tice*. Why,  it  is  every  way  reafonable  and  neceffary, 
and  that  in  refpeft  of  God,  and  man,  and  ourfelves,  and 
cur  faith. 

1.  Thtfrft  reafon,  why  they  that  receive  Chrift  muft 
walk  in  him,  is  in  refpeft  of  (xod;  that  he  may  be  glori- 
fied; and  Christ,  that  he  may  be  honoured.  It  is  by 
walking  in  him  that  we  gloriiy  and  honour  him  :  the 
glory  of  God,  Futlier,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft  is  concern- 
ed here  ;  for  the  glory  of  the  Father,  as  the  end;  tlie 
Son,  as  tlie  way;  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  the  guide, 
are  all  honoured  by  this  gofpel-walk,  John  xv.  8.  ''  Here- 
in is  my  Fatlier  glorified,  that  ye  bear  much  fruit.'*  John 
xvii.  lo. — ''  And  I  am  glorified  in  them,"  fays  Chrilh 
And  the  believer  being  the, temple  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
furely  he  is  glorified  when  his  temple  is  not  defiled,  by  a 
finful  walk.  In  a  word,  it  is  a  great  affront  upon  Chrift, 
not  to  walk  in  him  as  we  recefve  him :  it  is  the  greateft 
injury  done  to  Chrift;  "  By  this  they  give  great  occafion 
to  the  enemies  of  the  Lord  to  blafpheme,"  2  Sam.  xii.  14. 
A  wrong  ftep  in  a  believer,  is  very  diflionouring  to  God, 
and  makes  enemies  to  blafpheme  the  name  of  lie  Lord. 
Therefore, 

2.  The  fecond  reafon,  why  they  tliat  receive  Chrift  are 
to  walk  in  him,  is  in  refpefl  of  man,  that  they  may  be 
edified,  and  brought  to  glorify  God  alfo  :  *'  Let  your 
light  fo  ftiine  before  men,  that  others,  feeing  your  good 
works,  may  glorify  God."  Men  will  not  look  into  your 
heart,  to  fee  your  faith;  nor  up  to  your  head,  to  fee  what 
knowledge  you  have;  but  down  to  your  feet,  to  fee  what 

*  See  what  was  fald  on  the  fecond  general  head,  page  48,  &c.  Hereby  the 
jpowcr  of  fAith  is  feen,  the  trial  of  faith  ic  made,  the  bcAUly  oC  ^3iv\\\  ^^^t^v<i 
ociiers^  ajid  rJi^  comfort  of  fakb  accrues  to  ourrelves,  t*.c,    . 
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for  a  walk  you  have :  they  cannot  look  to  the  fap  that 
is  within^  but  they  will  look  to  the  fruit  that  is  without, 
and  judge  of  the  tree  by  the  fruit,  and  of  your  faith  by 
your  works. 

3 .  The  third  reafon,  why  they  that  receive  Chrift  are 
to  ./alk  in  him,  is  in  refpedl  of  yourselves,  who  are 
believers,  and  receivers  of  Chrift,  that  you  may  be  con- 
firm,:; J  ;  for  you  are  to  judge  the  truth  of  your  fiaith, 
not  by  the  degrees  of  your  confidence,  but  by  the  de- 
grees of  your  conqueft  over  fin,  Satan,  and  the  world, 
in  a  v^ofpel-walk ;  even  as  you  may  know  the  height  of 
the  fun  by  the  Ihortnefs  of  your  lliadow,  rather  than  hj 
the  degrees  of  altitude  ;  if  the  ihadow  be  ihort,  the  fun 
is  high  ;  if  the  fhadow  be  long,  the  fun  is  low  :  fo  here, 
if  the  ihadow  of  fin  and  corruption  be  long,  your  faith 
is  low ;  but  if  it  is  fhort,  your  faith  is  in  a  more  lively 
cxercife.  How  can  you  have  the  comfort  of  faith,  if  you 
do  not  rife  and  walk,  as  you  have  received  him?  If  you 
do  not  walk,  it  is  d,  fign  you  never  received  light, 
I  John  i.  7, 

4.  The  fourth  reafon,  why  they  that  receive  Chrift, 
are  to  walk  in  him,  is  in  refpeft  of  faith  itfelf :  faith, 
wherever  it  is,  brings  in  this  walk  in  point  of  neceffity, 
congruity,  obligation,  and-  encouragement, 

(i.)  In  p»int  of  neceflity:  It  is  native,  as  I  faid,  for  a 
man  that  hath  received  Chrift  to  walk  in  him;  it  implys 
a  contradidlion,  not  to  walk  in  him,  and  yet  to  receive 
him;  "  How  fhall  we  that  are  dead  to  fin,  live  any  longer 
therein  ?"  Rom.  vi.  2.  The  believer  is  dead,  and  his 
life  is  hid  Vv'^ith  Chrift  in  God,  Col.  iii,  3.  I?  ye  be  dead 
^nd  buried,  united  to  Chrift,  in  his  death  and  burial, 
how  can  ye  live  in  fin?  You  can  no  more  live  therein, 
than  a  dead  man  can  come  back,  and  eat  and  drink  in 
the  world.  Therefore,  if  you  do  not  walk  in  Chrift,  ye 
plainly  declare  that  your  pretending  to  receive  him,  was 
but  a  cheat  and  a  fham;  for,  he  that  receiveth  hlra  muft 
walk  in  him,  and  will  walk  in  him,  and  cannot  but  walk 
in  him.  Why?  he  that  receiveth  Chrift,  receiveth  him 
as  a  Jefus  and  as  a  Lord:  which  infers  two  parts  of 
wa6tical  religion  ;  the  fiducial  part,  which  is  a  receivi 
fng  him  as  a  Jefus,  a  Saviour-,  and  the  obediential  part, 
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which  is  a  receiving  him  as  a  Lord,  and  fo  walking  in 
him  as  a  Lord  and  Law-giver  :  fo  tliat  they  who  re- 
ceive him,  muft  walk  in  him. 

(2.)  In  point  of  congruity:  Is  it  not  congruous  to  die 
foul's  deed  in  receiving  him  i  Did  you  not  receive  him 
as  the  way  to  the  Father  ?  Why  tlien,  if  you  walk  not 
.in  him,  you  take  another  way,  and  look  to  another 
airth, — ^Is  it  not  congruous  to  the  end  for  which  you 
received  him  ?  Did  you  receive  him  only  to  look  to  him 
a  while,  and  tlien  to  let  him  go  ?  No :  if  ever  you  received 
him,  it  was  that  you  might  abide  in  him. 

(3.)  In  point  of  obligation  ;  there  is  the  ftrongeft  ob- 
ligation upon  every  man  that  receives  Chrift,  to  walk  in 
him  ;  even  as  in  marriage,  when  two  are  married  to- 
gether, there  is  a  mutual  obligation  they  come  under 
to  thofe  duties  that  are  required  of  each  of  tliem  :  fo^ 
a  man,  when  he  receives  Chrift,  he  is  married  to  him, 
and  fo  comes  under  the  ftrongeft,  and  yet  the  fweeteft 
obligations :  for,  in  the  day  of  efpoufals,  the  foul  is  made 
to  fay,  as  Jer.  1.  5.  "  Come  and  let  us  join  ourfelves  to 
tlie  Lord,  in  a  perpetual  covenant,  that  Ihall  not  be 
forgotten."  It  is  a  joining  to  the  Lord  as  our  ftrength, 
to  carry  us  on  in  the  way  wherein  we  Ihould  go;  fo  that 
we  raa,y  be  exalted  to  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles, 
run  and  not  weary,  walk  and  not  faint. 

(4.)  In  point  of  encouragement;  the  man  that  receiv- 
eth  Chrift,  hath  the  greateft  encouragement,  and  incite- 
ment in  the  world,  to  walk  in  Chrift :  for  he,  receiving 
Chrift,  received!  all^diings  that  can  contribute  for  car- 
rying him  on  in  this  way  and  walk.  What  does  a  man 
receive,  when  he  receives  Chrift  ?  i.  Hq  received!  the 
pardon  of  all  his  fins  ;  *'  In  him  we  have  redemption,. 
through  his  blood,  even  d!e  remiffion  of  fin,"  Col.  i.  14. 
And  what  encouragement  is  this  to  walk  in  Chrift !  Alay 
not  a  man  love  much,  who  hath  io  much  forgiven  him? 
2.  When  you  receive  Chrift, you  receive  peace  and  recon- 
ciliation with  God:  "We  have  peace  through  dxe .blood  of 
his  crofs,"  CoL^i.  20.  And  what  encouragement  is  this, 
that  you  have  to  do  with  a  reconciled  God  !  O  ftrung 
encouragement  to  walk  in  himj  3.  When  you  receive 
Chriftj  you  receive  gr^ce;  for,  "  Out  of  lih  iu\t^d^  NM^xti-. 
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ceive,  and  grace  for  grace."  And  what  encouragement  is 
this  to  walk  in  him,  that  you  receive  grace  from  him  I 
Do  you  not  receive  him  for  this  end,  that  you  may 
have  grace  in  him,  and  grace  from  him?     And  why  then 
not  walk  in  him  as  ye  have  received  him?    4.  When  you 
receive  Chrift,  you  receive  the  promife;  yea,  all  the  pro- 
mifes  of  the  new  and  well-ordered  covenant ;  for,  they 
are  all  Yea  and  Amen  in  Chrift.    He  hath  given  us  ex- 
ceeding great  and  precious  promifes,  faith  the  apoftle 
Peter,  2  Pet.  i.  4.     And  now,  '^  Having  thefe  promifes, 
faith  the  apollle  Paul,  let  us  cleanfe  ourfelves  from  all 
filthincfs  of  the  flefti  and  fpirit,  perfecting  holinefs  in  the 
fetir  of  God,"  3  Cor.  vii.  i.  5.    When  you  receive  Chrift 
you  receive  the  Spirit;  and  here  is  the  principle  of  a  holy 
walk:  '^  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you,  and  caufe  you 
to  walk  in  my  Itatutes."     Is  not  this  encouragement,  to 
walk  in  him  as  ye  have  received  him,  that  you  have  the 
Spirit  dwelling  in  you  as  an  inhabitant  ?     6.  When  you 
receive  Chrift,  you  receive  the  adoption  of  children;    \ 
Ilom.  viii.  15.  "Ye  have  received  the  Spirit  of  adoption." 
And  again,   Gal.  iv.  4,  5.  '*  Becaufe  ye  are  fons,  God 
hath  fent  forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  into  your  hearts,  cry- 
ing, Abba,  Father."     John  i.  12.  "  To  as  many  as  re- 
ceived him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  become  tihe  fons 
of  God;  even  to  them  that  believe  on  his  name.'*  Is  not 
this  encourasfement  to  be  followers  of  God  as  dear  chil- 
dren?    7.  When  you  receive  Chrift,  you  receive  a  right 
and  title  to  eternal  glory;  John  xiv.  2,  3.  "In  my  Fa- 
ther's houfe  are  many  manfions ; — I  go  to  prepare  a  place 
for  you,  and  I  will  come  again,  and  receive  you  to  my- 
felf,  that  where  I  am,  there  you  may  be  alfo.''  And  what 
encouragement  is  this  to  walk  in  him,  in  the  joyful  hope 
of  walking  in  him  in  white  for  ever!     8.  When  you  re- 
ceive Chrift,  you  receive  all  things  in  him.   I  cannot  tell 
what  you  receive,  or  how  much  you  receive,  when  you 
receive  Chrift,  for  he  is  all  in  all;  and  in  him  dwells  all 
the  fulncfs  of  the  Godhead  bodily.  Col.  ii.  9.    "  It  pleafed 
the  Father,-  that  in  him  fliould  all  fulnefs  dwell,"  GoL 
i.  19.     "  And  in  him  are  hid  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom 
and  knowledge,"  Col.  ii.  3.     He  is  all  for  prefent  fup- 
portj  and  nil  for  after-happinefe ;  and  if  he  be  yours, 
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All  is  yours*  What  more  encouragement  can  be  given  to 
walk  in  him,  and  improve  him  as  your  all? — Thus  you 
fee,  why  walking  in  him  muft  go  after  the  receiving  ; 
and  why  believers  in  Chritt  are  to  walk  in  him. 

Now,  what  fay  you  of  your  Chriftianity,  man  ?  you 
that  profefs  to  be  a  ChrilUan,  that  is,  a  receiver  of 
Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord,  do  you  fo  walk  in  him  ?  I  believe 
it  to  be  a  needful  work  to  un-Chrift  many  that  pretend 
to  be  in  Chrift :  you  know  Chrift,  in  his  preaching, 
went  about  to  un-Mofes  fome ;  to  bring  the  Jews  from 
under  the  wings  of  Mofes,  under  whole  name  they  did 
the  works  of  the  devil ;  and  from  under  the  wings  of 
Abraham:  he  fliows  v/hofe  children  they  were,  indeed 
not  Abraham's,  but  the  devil's.  Even  fo,  it  were  a 
needful  work  to  un-Chrift  fome  perfons,  that  pretend 
to  be  Chriftians,  and  to  bring  them  from  under  the 
wings  of  Chrift,  under  whofe  wings  they  do  the  works 
of  the  devil :  Surely,  if  ever  Chrift  was  received  by  you, 
fo  as  to  be  in  you,  he  would  produce  thefe  graces  in 
you,  which  he  hhnfelf  had,  and  which  he  himfelf 
preached,  while  he  was  here  :  but  while  men  bring  ar- 
guments from  Chrift,  to  ftielter  their  bafe  lufts  and  idols, 
their  bafe  ends  and  purpofes,  it  is  the  greateft  diflionour 
done  to  the  name  of  Chrift;  for,  "  The  foundation  of 
God  ftandeth  fure,  having  this  feal.  The  Lord  knowetfi 
them  that  are  his :  and,  Let  every  one  that  nameth  the 
name  of  Chrift,  depart  from  iniquity.'* 

Thus  much  for  the  fourth  general  head,  viz*  the  con- 
neftion  between  the  believer's  charafter  and  his  duty ; 
t)r,  between  receiving  Chrift^  and  nvalking  in  him. 
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SERMON       XXXIX. 

CoLOs.  ii.  6. 
As  ye  have  received  Cbrift  J  efus  the  Lord^fo  vjalkye  in  bim. 

[The  Sixth  Sermon  on  this  Text.] 


IF  believers,  who  have  received  Chrift,  do  not  walk 
ia  him,  none  in  all  the  world  will ;  if  they  ftand  ftill, 
who  will  go  forward?  Many  there  are  in  our  day,  that 
are  like  the  fun  in  Joihua's  time,  that  flood  ftill ;  nay, 
many  worfe,  like  the  fun  in  Hezekiah's  time,  that  went 
bj^ckward  ten  degrees  ;  they  have  gone  backward  many 
degrees :  few  there  are  like  the  fun,  in  its  ordinary 
courfe,  ftill  going  forward;  ftill  walking  in  Chrift,  as 
the  fun  doth  run  in  tlie  firmament.  It  is  true,  as  the 
fun  once  ftood  ftill,  and  another  time  went  backward ; 
fo  the  faint  may  ftand  ftill,  and  through  temptation,  be 
driven  backward :  but  his  denomination  is  to  be  taken 
from  his  ordinary  courfe,  and  habitual  walk.  It  was 
the  commendation  of  Enoch,  that  he  walked  with  Grod: 
and  how  ftiall  one  walk  with  God?  It  is  by  walking  in 
Chrift,  And  how  ftiall  one  come  to  walk  in  Chrift?  It 
is  by  the  means  of  receiving  him,  under  the  influence 
of  heaven  ;  As  ye  have  received  Cbrift  J  efus  the  Lord^  fa 
^walkyeinbim. 

V,  The  fftb  thing  was  the  application  of  the  doftrine. 
Is  it  fo,  That  it  is  the  great  and  indifpenfible  duty  of  all 
true  believers,  who  have  received  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord, 
to  walk  in  him  as  they  have  received  him?  then  hence 
many  things  might  be  inferred,  and  many  ufes  deduced: 
I  ftiall  confine  myfelf  to  thefe  four  in  a  fpecial  manner. 

1.  For  information,  to  inftruft  us  in  fome  precious  truths. 

2.  For  reproof,  to  convidt  us  of  fome  errors,  both  doc- 
tjinal  and  praftical.  3,  For  examiaaUoa^tQ  try  our  faith 
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and  obedience.  4.  And  more  efpecially,  for  exhortati- 
on, to  excite  and  direct  us,  both  to  receive  Chrift  and 
walk  in  him. 

Firft^  The  firft  Ufe  is  for  Information,  Is  it  fo,  that 
a  gofpel-principle,  or  a  gofpel -faith,  is  the  foundation  of 
a  gofpel-pradlice,  then  hence  fee, 

1.  The  nature  and  excellency  of  the  gofpel;  it  is  juft 
that  whereby  God  makes  an  offer  of  Chritt  to  us,  and 
all  falvation  in  him ;  for  tlie  receiving  of  Chrift  here, 
hath  a  relation  to  the  offer,  A  receiving  faith  prefiip- 
pofes  an  offering  hand :  now,  Chrift  is  oflfered  to  us  in 
the  gofpel ;  there  is  God's  offering  hand  :  but  where  is 
our  receiving  hand  of  faith  ?  Alas !  whence  is  it,  that 
we  cannot  take  Chrift  that  is  offered  to  us  ?  Even  be- 
caufe  our  hand  is  full :  the  empty  hand  is  a  receiving 
hand ;  but  our  hands  are  fo  full  of  fin,  fo  full  of  the 
world,  fo  full  of  felf-righteoufnefs,  that  we  have  not  an 
empty  hand,  to  receive  what  is  offered  to  us,  by  the 
hand  of  free  grace,  in  the  gofpel :  and  we  have  no  will 
to  quit  our  hold  of  that,  with  which  our  hands  are  full; 
and  hence  cannot  take  a  grip  of  Chrift  offered  to  us. 
However,  herein  lies  the  excellency  of  the  golpel,  that 
it  is  a  Chrift,  a  Jefus,  a  Lord  that  is  offered  to  us  therein: 
and  the  gofpel  is  to  be  preffed  on  this  account,  becaufe, 
as  all  that  rejedt  it,  rejefts  Chrift;  fo,  all  that  receives  it 
truly,  doth  receive  Chrift  hi  it.  Human  do£bine,  how- 
ever true,  brings  nothing,  at  beft,  but  knowledge  and 
fpeculation  to  us  ;  but  gofpel  dofltrine  brings  falvation 
to  us ;  yea,  the  Saviour  hinifelf  to  our  hand,  to  be 
received  :  and,  when  the  offering  hand  of  the  gofpel, 
and  the  receiving  hand  of  faith  meets  together,  then 
the  good  work  is  begun, 

2,  Hence  fee  the  nature  and  excellency  of  faith  ;  it  is 
a  receiver  of  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord,  as  he"  i^  held  forth 
in  the  word  and  facrament.  It  is  true,  there  is  a  dif- 
ference  between  the  receiving  of  Chrift  in  the  word,  and 
the  receiving  of  him  in  the  facrament,  /.  e.  in  tlie  Lord's 
fupper.  More  generally,  in  the  word,  all  finners  are 
welcome  to  Chrift,  as  a  Saviour  and  Lord ;  and  in  the 
facrament,  all  believers  are  welcome  tcj  come  to  him 
wew.    But  more  particularly,  in  tliQ  Yrotd  yj^  t^q^^vm^ 
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Cbrift  under  an  offer  and  a  promife ;  but  in  the  facra- 
ment,  we  receive  him  under  a  pawn,  a  pledge,  and  a 
feal.  However,  herein  lies  the  nature  and  excellency 
of  faith,  that  it  is  a  fiducial  reception  of  Ghrift  Jefus  the 
Lord.  You  fay  you  believe,  man;  but,  what  is  it  that 
you  do  believe  ?  Is  it  only  that  God  offers  Chrift  to  your 
faith  ?  Why,  furely  there  is  more  than  a  believing  that 
Chrift  is  offered  to  you  :  'v/hat  is  a  poor  man  the  richer 
for  believing  that  one  offers  him  a  Ihilling  ?  What  is  a 
condemned  man  the  better  for  believing,  that  a  pardon 
is  offered  to  him  ?  But,  do  you  receive  the  offer  ? — !t 
is  true,  many  come  not  this  length  to  ^^elieve  truly,  that 
Ood  offers  Ghrift  to  them  in  particular;  and  yet,  where 
it  is  without  any  more,  it  is  but  the  faith  of  the  truth 
of  the  offer  :  you  believe  this  to  be  a  truth  ;  and  if  you 
believe  no  more,  that  faith  doth  but  ferve  to  your  juft 
condemnation:  it  is  not  merely  the  truth-acknowledging, 
but  the  Chrift-receiving  faith  that  bringeth  falvation. 
A  woman  may  believe  a  man  to  be  rich  and  honourable, 
and  real  in  his  fuit ;  yet,  that  believed,  doth  not  make 
marriage,  but  aclual  coiifent  to  take  him  for  a  huft)and: 
Even  fo,  a  man  or  woman  may  believe  Chrift  to  be  a 
full,  glorious,  and  fuitable  Saviour  and  Lord,  and  real 
in  his  fuit  and  offer  ;  but  that  believed,  doth  not  make 
marriage  and  union  to  Chrift,  but  a£tual  confent  to  take 
him  for  your  Saviour,  and  your  Lord. 

3.  Hence  fee,  what  is  the  glorious  objeO:  of  faith;  and, 
therein  alfo  the  difference  between  faving  and  juftifying 
faith.  Chrift  Jefas  the  Lord  is  the  objett  of  faith;  and 
faith,  as  it  is  faving,  doth  embrace  Chrift  in  all  his  offices, 
and  in  all  thefe  capacities,  as  Chrift,  Jefus,  the  Lord.  But 
now,  there  are  two  fpecial  branches  of  falvation,  namely, 
juftification  and  fanftification  ;  and  thefe  being  two  dif- 
ferent things,  faith  ads  upon  Chrift  for  them,  in  a  dif- 
ferent manner.  Faith  a£ls  upon  Chrift  for  juftification, 
as  he  is  a  Jksus;  or  by  receiving  him  as  a  Jefus:  faith 
a£ts  upon  Ghrift  for  fanftification,  as  he  is  a  Lord;  or 
by  receiving  him  as  a  Lord.  In  juftification,  we  receive 
him  as  a  Jefus,  to  be  faved  from  the  guilt  of  fin ;  in 
fanftification,  we  receive  him  as  a  Lord,  to  be  delivered 
from  the  power  of  fm,    Now^  thaugh  both  thefe  afts 
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of  faith  go  together,  to  make  up  faving  faith ;  though 
they  be  infeparable  from  one-another,  in  the  fame  faith; 
yet  they  differ,  as  the  eye  and  the  ear  in  the  fame  head: 
for,  as  we  do  not  fee  with  the  ear,  nor  hear  with  the 
eye  ;  fo,  neither  are  we  juftified  by  that  a£t  of  faith, 
that  receives  Chrift,  as  a  Lord,  for  fanftification  ;  but 
by  tnat  a£t  of  faith  that  receives  him,  as  a  Jefus,  for 
juftification  :  we  are  not  juftified  by  that  aft  of  faith  that 
receives  Chrift,  as  a  King ;  but  by  that  aft  of  faith  that 
receives  Chrift,  as  a  Prieft*.  However,  when  we  fpeak 
of  falvation.  in  general,  which  refpedb  both  juftification, 
fanclification,  and  all ;  the  objeft  of  it  is  a  whole  Chrift, 
both  as  a  Jefus  and  a  Lord ;  to  be  redeemed  by  him  as 
a  Jefus,  and  governed  by  him  as  a  Lord.  It  is  not  true 
faith  that  blows  hot  and  cold  out  of  the  fame  mouth  ; 
that  cries, ''  Hofanna  to  the  Son  of  David;''  and  yet  fays, 
**  We  will  not  have  this  man  to  reign  over  us.'* 

4.  Hence  fee  what  is  the  root  of  right  religion,  and 
where  it  begins  ;  and  what  is  the  root  of  true  obedience, 
and  the  principle  of  it:  It  is  rooted  in  union  to  Chrift, 
by  the  faith  of  God*s  operation;  for,,  there  is  no  walking 
in  him,  till  once  there  be  a  receiving  of  him.  Men 
may  have  a  moral  walk,  a  fair  outward  life,  a  good 
complication  of  many  excellent  beautiful  virtues,  and 
the  matter  and  metal  of  them  may  be  very  good  ;  but, 
like  coin  that  does  not  pafs,  they  want  the  king's  fuper- 
fcription  upon  them ;  having  nothing  of  Chrift  in  tliem. 
Yea,  thefe  moral  virtues,  tliat  fome  boaft  of,  are,  many 
times,  the  greateft  obftruftions  againft  Chrift,  that  can 
be  ;  while  the  man  is  puft  up  with  his  felf-fitnefs,  and 
felf-righteoufnefs.  A  bottle  ftopped  with  gold  receives. 
not  fo  much,  as  an  empty  ftiell  will  do  :  even  fo,  fome 
may  be  filled  and  flapped  with  golden  virtues ;  and 
hence  they  receive  not  fo  much  as  an  empty  foul,  def- 
titute  of  all  thefe,  will  do.  But  here  perhaps  you  will 
fay,  Is  there  any  need  that  a  change  be  wrought  upon 
a  virtuous  man,  one  that  has  lived  a  virtuous  life  all  hia 
days  ?  Yea,  furely  there  is ;  for,  there  is  as  great  3 
difference  between  a  life  of  moral  virtue,  and  a  life  of 

•   Sec   this   'important  point  of  dockiine   move   f.o\HCM(V>«  \vaixv3\^\  ^JciCi-^t, 
at  tbt  chfeofthc  f.rfi  gcnfrai  head,  page  40. — 4-6. 
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true  grace,  as  there  is  between  the  light  of  the  ftars, 
and  the  light  of  the  day  :  j\nd,  when  grace  changes  fuch 
a  man,  it  is  a  change  from  ftar-light  to  day-light :  Let 
him  have  never  fo  many  virtues,  all  thefe  ftars  will  not 
make  a  day.  It  is  true,  religion  is  under  a  great  eclipfe 
in  our  day;  and,  as  a  bright  ftar  will  Ihine  and  make 
a  figure  in  the  eclipfe  of  the  fun ;  fo  will  moral  honefty, 
when  true  Chriftianity  is  under  fuch  an  eclipfe;  but  yet, 
let  me  tell  you,  that  this  is  not  a  gofpel  ftate :  The  true 
invifible  church,  is  a  woman  clothed  with  the  Sun,  the 
Sun  of  righteoufnefs.  There  mull  be  an  implanting 
into  Chrift,  a  receiving  of  him,  before  there  can  be  any 
true  gofpel-v»Aalk.  Religion  muft  begin  at  receiving ; 
and  the  walking  tliat  goes  before  receiving,  is  but  mo- 
rality at  beft;  and  whatever  ufe  it  may  be  of  to  others, 
ijt  is  not  what  will  be  for  your  comfort  or  falvation, 
;  5.  Hence  fee,  that  the  dodtrine  of  the  gofpel  doth  not 
^ive  any  room  for  licentious  walking.  They  reproach 
the  gofpel,  who  flander  it  as  a  doflrine  of  carnal  liberty 
and  licentioufnefs  :  for,  it  calls  to  receive  Chrift,  and 
then  to  walk  in  him.  Gospel-liberty,  is  not  a  liberty 
to  fin,  but  a  liberty  and  freedom  from  fin.  True  be- 
lievers are  praftical  Ghriftians  :  as  by  the  fame  hand  we 
receive  a  thing,  we  alfo  work ;  fo  faith  is  the  receiving 
hand,  that  receives  Chrift  in  the  promife  ;  and  it  is  a 
working  hand,  that  works  by  love  in  the  commandment: 
and  love  makes  his  commandments  not  grievous.  Why? 
becaufe  faith's  receiving  Chrift  and  the  promife,  is  firil: 
for,  in  the  law,  the  obedience  to  the  command  is  firft, 
and  this  engages  the  promife  ;  Do  tbis^  and  live  r  but, 
in  the  gofpel,  Chrift  and  the  promife  is  firft  received, 
and  this  brings  in  gofpel-obedience  to  the  law,  and  that 
in  all  duties,  both  of  humility  towards  God  ;  and  righ- 
teoufnefs towards  man.  In  humility  towards  God;  or, 
walking  humbly  with  him.  What  a  fcandal  is  it,  to  hear 
it  faid.  There  goes  a  proud  profeffor;  there  goes  a  drunk- 
en profeffor  of  religion,  or  the  like  ?  But  a  humble 
walk  before  God,  adorns  religion  ;  and  felf-denial  is 
the  glory  of  all  our  duties.  The  doftrine  of  the  gofpel 
is  a  doftrine  according  to  godlinefs  ;  it  gives  no  tolera- 
tjon  to  /In,  or  impiety  toward  God* — -la  T\^X^QNj£aftfe 
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towards  man,  doth  this  gofpel-obedience  alfo  vent  itfelf : 
duties  of  religion,  without  righteoufnefs  towards  man, 
are  hateful  to  God;  I  bate  your  facrijices^  faith  the  Lord, 
tbey  are  full  of  blood.  True  religion  is  pradkical ;  it 
doth  not  ly  in  profeflion,  but  gofpel-prafticc  ;  not  in 
talking  of  Chrift,  but  walking  in  Chrift.  Many,  as  I 
faid  before,  are  like  the  lark,  that  fmgs  with  the  higheft, 
but  builds  with  the  loweft;  they  fm^^  with  tlie  higheft, 
as  high  as  angels,  in  their  profeflion,  but  they  build 
with  the  loweft,  as  low  as  devils  in  their  praftice :  in 
their  profeflion  they  fing  and  mount  towards  heaven ; 
but  in  their  pradlice  they  build  upon  the  earth,  and 
their  afFedlions  are  low,  earthly,  and  fenfual :  they  build 
their  neft  in  the  earth. — Gofpel-liberty  doth  not  ly  in 
fonie  faint  refolutions  ;  but  real  performances,  through 
the  grace  of  Chrift.  Many,  under  conviftionsr,  will  flee 
to  their  good  purpofes  and  refolution?  ;  like  a  mariner 
in  a  ftorm  at  fea,  who,  for  the  time,  xvill  do  any  thing ; 
but  when  the  danger  is  blown  over,  he  is  juft  where  he 
was.  A  man  that  hath  the  falling-ficknefs,  in  his  lucid 
intervals  may  refolve  to  fall  no  more ;  but  it  is  to  little 
purpofe,  without  fome  application  to  the  difeafe,  that 
lies  within  :  fo  it  is  with  refolutions,  upon  convifilions 
of  confcience,  without  application  to  Chrift,  •  for  mortis 
fying  grace,  to  fubdue  their  corruptions  ;  and  purifying 
grace,  to  walh  away  their  pollutions. -^Gofpel-liberty 
doth  not  ly  in  legal  conviftion ;  for,  without  union  to 
Chrift,  by  faith,  there  is  no  true  fanftity,  or  gofpel  walk- 
ing, whatever  way  a  man  may  be  bruifed,  in  the  mortar 
of  legal  Gonvi£lion  and  humiliation,  and  broken  with 
the  hammer  of  the  law.  Cut  a  bee  in  pieces,  yet  ftie 
puts  forth  her  fting ;  fo  here,  ftill  the  fting  of  enmity 
remains.  Let  iron  be  broken  into  pieces,  yet  ftill  it 
remains  hard ;  fo,  a  heart  may  be  broken  in  pieces, 
and  yet  remain  hard  and  unhumbled.  But  true  humi- 
lity is,  when  the  foul  is  melted,  fo  as  to  run  into  this 
gofpel-mould ;  fo  as  to  receive  Chrift,  and  wallc  in 
him. 

6.  Hence  fee,  that  true  religion  is  a  qualified  motion; 
for  it  is  a  walk.     It  is  a  progreflive  motion^  ^TaaN\w^ 
forward;  a  preSing  towards  the  mtxrV;.  •,  a  ?pm?>  l^oxa. 
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ftrength  to  ftrength  ;  from  glory  to  glory;  from  faith  to 
faith  :  We  are  like  the  boat  in  the  ftream,  if  it  goes 
not  forward  by  the  oar,  it  will  go  backward  with  the 
tide  ;  it  cannot  ftand  ftill.  Many,  as  I  noticed  before, 
are  like  a  wheel,  they  go  round,  yet  ftill  keep  the  fame 
place  ;  they  go  the  external  round  of  duties,  but  have 
no  union  to  Chrift,  make  no  progrefs  in  the  way  of 
holinefs.  But  this  walk  is  progreffive  ;  the  man  grows 
in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift. — It  is  a  per- 
manent motion  :  it  is  a  motion,  and  yet  a  ftedfaftnefs, 
as  I  faid  before;  for,  the  man  ftands  fall  in  the  £aith,  and 
yet  walks  faft  in  obedience  :  he  walks  in  Chrift,  rooted 
and  eftablilhed  in  him,  as  he  hath  been  taught.  The 
apoftle  guards  the  Galatians  from  declining  from  the 
fimplicity  of  the  gofpel,  upon  this  argument,  GaL  i,  8, 
There  is  not  another  Jefus,  than  he  whom  we  have 
preached ;  there  is  not  another  Spirit,  than  he  whom 
ye  have  received;  there  is  not  another  gofpel,  than  that 
which  we  have  publiflied  :  if  there  were  another,  then 
ye  might  receive  it ;  but  becaufe  there  is  not  another, 
therefore  keep  by  this  Jefus.  There  is  but  one  Chrift, 
and  truth  cannot  be  but  one  :  if  there  were  more  truths 
than  one,  or  more  gofpels  than  one,  the  apoftle  could 
not  have  faid  there,  "  If  we,  or  an  angel  from  heaven, 
preach  another  gofpel,  let  him  be  accurfed."  Whatever 
manifold  articles  of  truth  there  be,  yet  truth  itfelf  is  but 
one ;  and  Chrift  the  centre  of  truth  is  but  one  :  if  there 
were  any  more  truths  or  gofpels  but  one,  why  would 
the  apoftle  curfe  the  angels,  that  ftiall  preach  another? 
For  that  which  they  preach  may  be  truth  too:  no,  fays 
he,  fpeaking  of  juftification  by  Chrift,  and  not  by  the 
works  of  the  law,  "  If  any  man,  or  angel  from  heaven^ 
preach  another  doftrine,  let  him  be  accurfed.**  This 
doQ:rine  we  are  to  hold  faft.  It  is  a  permanent  walk, — 
And  again^  it  is  a  pei^petual  motion ;  a  perfevering  thing; 
a  couftant  motion :  to  walk,  is  not  to  make  a  ftep  or  two, 
but  it  imports  conftancy ;  "  The  righteous  holdeth  en  his 
way."  It  is  true,  his  fin  may  make  him  go  halting;  and 
this  is  what  makes  a  faint  continually  jealous,  that  he 
knows  notliing  of  walking  in  Chrift;  becaufe  he  thinks, 
it  13  not  a  con/tant  motion  that  he.maVt^  \  \3nx\.\^  xaaxq 
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times  and  ways  interrupted.  But  I  would  fay,  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  weak  believer,  that  fin  may  be 
felt,  and  yet  the  walk  in  Chrift  may  be  conllant;  a  man 
may  be  lame,  and  halt  in  his  walking,  and  yet  go  on  : 
Jacob  wreftled  with  God,  and  yet  went  av\  ay  halting ; 
Paul  had  a  thorn  intheflefli,  that  made  him  halt;  how- 
ever, he  faw  the  ufe  of  that  thorn,  like  a  corrofive  to 
eat  away  the  proud  flefh  growing :  "  Left  I  Ihould  be 
exalted  above  meafure,  there  was  given  me  a  thorn  in 
the  flefli.**  Hence,  fays  one  of  the  fathers,  *  Proud  hearts 
*  have  need  of  fins,  as  proud  fores  of  eating-plaifters:'  in 
this  cafe  it  is  better  to  feel  a  corruption,  than  to  be  quit 
of  it.  A  child  of  God  will  fometimes  fee  his  grace,  by 
looking  to  his  fin  :  To  apply  to  this  a  fimile  that  I  ufed 
for  reprefenting  another  thing;  A  man  may  look  for 
the  fun's  rifing  in  the  eaft,  but  he  that  looks  for  it  to- 
ward the  weft,  on  the  top  of  a  high  tower  or  fteeple, 
may  fee  it  firft  :  Even  fo,  a  man  may  fee  and  know  his 
grace  fooner  many  times,  by  looking  to  his  fins,  than 
to  his  graces,  though  they  be  contrary  one  to  another  : 
grace  is  more  apt  to  fee  fin  than  to  fee  itfelf ;  for,  the 
eye  that  fees  other  things,  doth  not  fee  itfelf:  io^  grace 
may  not  fee  itfelf,  but  it  fees  fin  and  corruption ;  and 
thus  humbles,  and  fo  carries  the  man  forward, — 
Finally,  it  is  a  regular  motion ;  it  is  a  walking  by  rule ; 
a  walking  in  Chrift,  according  as  we  have  received  him : 
of  which  I  fpoke  at  large,  on  the  doctrinal  part. 

7.  Hence  fee  what  is  the  way  to  heaven :  Chrift  is  the 
way,  and  holinefs  is  the  walk  in  it ;  and  fo,  holinefs  is 
as  neceifary  to  heaven,  as  a  man's  walking  in  a  way,  is 
neceffary  to  come  to  his  journey's  end:  hence,  "  Without 
holinefs  no  man  fliall  fee  God ;"  for,  it  is  juft  a  walking 
in  the  way  to  heaven:  and  the  excellency  of  holinefs  lies 
in  this,  that  it  is  a  walking  in  Chrift  by  faith.  Chrift  is 
the  only  way  ;  he  that  thinks  to  reach  to  heaven  out  of 
this  way,  fliall  wander  like  a  blind  man,  and  never  come 
there.  The  text  fliews,  how  faith  and  manners  all 
centre  in  Chrift.  In  our  receiving  Chrift,  is  the  aft 
of  faith  ;  in  our  walking  in  him,  is  the  life  of  faith  : 
He  is  the  all  of  our  faith  and  obedience.  Itv  out  t^cwi- 
ingy  he  is  the  obje&  to  be  received ;  in  our  \v^\VAu^^\ve. 
Vql.JIL       '^  ^H  vs. 
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is  the  way  we  are  to  walk  in.  Many  pretend  to  b« 
Chrillians  ;  but,  being  ftrangers  to  Ghrift,  they  are 
moniters  :  for,  to  be  a  Chrillian,  witliout  Cllrift,  is 
like  a  body  without  a  head, 

8.  Hence  fee,  that  true  faith  is  never  alone,  but  ftill 
joined  with  gofpcl-obedience :  As  ye  have  received,  fo  walk. 
He  that  would  disjoin  faith  from  obedience,  endeavours 
.to  walk  with  one  foot,  whicli  is  imjx)flible.  Faith  and 
works,  faith  and  holinefs,  are  the  two  feet  by  which  a 
man  doth  walk  in  Chrift :  and  when  the  Spirit  of  Chrifr 
doth  promote  the  one,  he  doth  promote  the  other  alfo. 
If  a  man  lliould  effay  to  go  upon  one  foot^  he  could  not 
Xvalk,  but  only  hop,  which  would  be  impoffible  for  hira 
to  continue  long  in  :  neither  can  obedience  be  without 
faitli,  nor  faith  without  obedience  ;  but  according  to 
the  mcafure  of  the  faith,  fuch  will  be  tlie  meafure  of 
the  gofpel-walk.  As  the  fuller  a  veffel  is,  the  fafter 
will  it  run  over  at  the  top  ;  fo,  the  fuller  views  a  man  i 
gets  of  Chrift,  by  faith,  the  fafter  will  he  run  in  the 
way  of  evangelical  obedience.  When  Jacob  had  feen 
the  fweet  vifion  in  Bethel,  he  lift  up  bis  feet^  Gen. 
xxix.  I. ;  it  put  mettle  into  him  :  So  here,  when  the 
poor  foul  bath  once  received  Chrift,.  and  got  the  faith  of 
his  own  operation,  he  is  made  chearfuUy  to  run  the  way 
of  his  commandments*     Therefore, 

9.  Hence  fee,  that  the  believer  hath  always  much  ado 
with  Chrift  ;  having  received  Chrift,  he  is  ftill  to  make 
ufe  of  him,  by  walking  in  him:  habitual  grace  will  not  i 
do  his  bufinefs,  without  aftual  grace*  TTie  believer  is 
like  the  fhip ;  it  is  not  enough  that  he  hath  the  fails  of 
grace  implanted,  but  he  muft  have  the  wind  of  the  Spi- 
rit filling  his  fails,  otherwife  he  cannot  make  way  to- 
wards the  heavenly  port.  Tlie  believer  is  like  a  branchy 
that  hath  nothing  of  its  own,  but  what  it  receives  firom 
the  root,  even  as  itfelf  doth  fo  fpring  frora  the  root: 
he  is  like  the  moon  which,  as  appeareth  from  the  eclipfe, 
hath  no  light  of  itfelf,  but  increafeth,  and  cometh  to  mil, 
as  it  receiveth  from  the  fun.  Let  none  think,  that  be- 
lievers have  no  further  ufe  for  C^irift,  after  their  firft 
believing  and  receiving  of  hira  ;    nay,  as^  Chrift  is  the 

author, 


Ser,  XXXIX.       and  Walking  in  biiUy  opened.  ttg 

autlior,  fo  he  is  the  finiflier  of  faith  :   Therefore,  As  ye 
hcce  received  bim^  fo  ^alk  ye  in  him. 

lo.  Hence  we  may  fee,  what  is  tlie  heft  fortification 
againft  all  ungodlinefs,  and  antidote  againft  apoftacy* 
This'  inference  I  deduce  from  the  text,  compared  with 
the  whole  conte:^;  for  it  crimes  in  witli  an  antidote  againft 
defection  :  for  the  apoftle  tells,  there  were  fome  that 
went  about,  to  burden  them  with  vain  philofophy,  human 
propofitions,  and  fuperftitious  ceremonies,  ven  8.  16,17, 
18.  20.  23.  You  fee  then,  I  would  not  go  off  from 
the  fcope  of  my  text,  to  fpeak  upon  this  fubjeft ;  for, 
how  doth  the  apoftle  fortify  them  againft  thefe  evils  ? 
It  is  even  by  this;  As  ye  have  received  Cbrift^fo  ^^alkye 
in  him  :  So  that  receiving  him,  and  v/alking  in  him,  is 
the  only  way  to  be  kept  from  dcfedlion.  Let  a  man  re- 
ceive Chrift,  and  he  will  rejed  thefe  things  ^  l^t  a  man 
walk  in  Chrift,  and  he  will  go  out  or  the  way  of  thefe 
dangerous  rocks  ;  if  a  man  receive  Chrift,  and  walk  in 
him,  he  will  abandon  and  flight  all  the  trafh  of  hell  and  * 
Rome.  He  that  hath  eijough  ado  to  get  food  for  his 
family,  he  will  not  beftir  himfelf,  to  take  in  chaff  and 
trafli ;  but,  if  a  baker  come  with  an  armful  of  bread, 
he  will  take  in  fomewhat  from  him  :  fo  it  is  here,  they 
that  fee  a  need  of  Chrift,  and  receiving  of  him  into' 
their  houfe,  their  heart,  as  the  bread  of  life,  they  will 
not  be  careful  to  take  in  empty  chaff,  and  fuperftitious 
trafti.  They  that  take  in  Chrift,  the  body,  the  fubftance, 
will  not  regard  the  fliadow  and  ceremony,  ver.  17.  "  And 
why  are  yefubjedttoordinances,or  burdened  therewith?'* 
faith  the  apoftle,  ver.  20.  Men  v/ill  not  willingly  fuffer 
under  impofitions  in  their  free-holds  in  the  world  ;  ai^d 
far  lefs  Ihould  they  fuffer  the  world  to  impofe  burdens 
upon  their  fouls;  fuch  as  the  burdenfome  worfliip  of 
Antichrlftian,  prelatic,  abjured  ceremonies.  You  heard 
the  laft  Lord's  day,  of  tlie  evil  of  fuch  fuperftitious  ce- 
remonial worffiip,  as  it  is  a  breach  of  Scotland'^s  Cove- 
nants, and  a  profanation  of  God's  name,  and  an  incur- 
ring the  judgment  threatened  in  the  third  command : 
nay,  as  my  reverend  Brother  *  told  you  the  danger  of 
it,  fo  I  would  tell  you  the  antidote  againft  it ;   and  it  is 

*  The  Rev,  Mr.  Jai^es  Wa^dlaw,  our  AuiVvor'sGoUt^Jkiajie. 
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juft  in  my  text,  to  receive  Chrift,  and  to  walk  in  him. 
As  Ghrift  and  Antichrift  are  oppofites  ;  fo^  if  you  re- 
ceive Chrift,  you  cannot  but  rejefl  the  trafli  of  Anti- 
chrift. .  To  walk  in  Chrift,  and  to  walk  in  the  road  of 
fuperftition,  is  irreconcileable  :  let  Chrift  in,  and  Anti- 
chrift will  go  out;  let  faith  take  place,  and  fuperftitious 
fancies  will  evanifti. 

In  a  word,  O  fee  that  your  faith  be  a  Chrift-accept- 
ing  faith,  fo  as  to  receive  him  ;  and  a  Chrift-improving 
faith,  fo  as  to  walk  in  him  :    If  your  faith  be  not  of  this 
kind,  it  is  not  a  faving,  but  a  damning  faith.     Many 
have  a  faith  that  keeps  them  from  faith  ;  a  believing 
that  holds  them  faft  in.  unbelief.     All  the  terrors  of  the- 
law  draws  no  blood,  all  the   invitations  of  the  gofpel 
moves  you  not;  why?  becaufe  you  lie  under  the  canopy 
and  Ihelter  of  this  faith  and  believing,  which  defeats  the 
operation  both  of  law  and  gofpel,  till   God  open  your    , 
•eyes  to  fee  through  it.    O  feek,  that  the  Lc^rd  may  bring   ' 
you  to  a  faith,  that  receives  Chrift  indeed,  and  fo  walks 
in  him  !   The  life  of  believers,  after  cbnverfion,  is  an 
aftive  life  :  none  of  them  can  fay,  Nov/ 1  have  no  more 
ado,  having  received  Chrift  ;   I  may  walk  at  random, 
and  live  as  I  lift;   no,  by  no  means  >  after  Ifrael  were  ' 
come  through  the  Red-fea,  they  had  a  wildernefs  to 
.walk  tlirough ;  and  fo  it  is  with  every  believer,  while 
here  in  this  world:  but  though  he  hath  a  journey  to  go, 
yet  he  hath  the  greateft  encouragement  to  walk  forward; 
for  he  is  in  Chrift,  in  whom  he  hath  all  fulnefs  ;    and 
therefore  let  duties  be  never  fo  difBcult,  and  his  empti- 
nefs  and  infufficiency  for  them  never  fo  great,   yet  no  . 
ground  of  difcouragement,  while  he  is  in  Chrift,  and 
complete  in  him;  and  called  to  walk  in  him  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  progrcfs  ;  yea,  to  walk  in  him  &s  he  hath 
received  him.    And  if  believers  were  walking  in  Chrift, 
fo  as  to  keep  up  the  fame  frame  of  heart  in  their  walk, 
that  they  had  in  their  clofing  with  Chrift,  it  would  be 
the  fweeteft  and  pleafanteft  life  imaginable  :  O  what  a 
holy,  humble,  fcnfible  frame  of  fpirit,  took  place  when 
you  were  receiving  Chrift  !  how  precious  !  how  fweet ! 
how  lovely  was  Chrift  every  way  to  you  tlien  !    What 
/Irong  de fires  after  him,  and  aTAttv\.\w^\'c>\C\Ta^  ^^d 
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joyful  delight  in  him,  took  place,  in  the  day  when  you 
joined  hands  with  him !  And  now,  what  a  fweet  life 
would  you  have,  if  this  frame  of  foul  was  maintained^ 
through  grace,  in  your  walk  and  converfation  ?  Why, 
this  is  what  you  are  here  called  to ;  As  ye  have  received 
Cbrijt  Jcfus  the  Lord^  fo  walk  ye  in  bim. 

Secondly^  The  fecond  Ufe  is  for  reproof  and  refuta- 
tion of  errors,  both  doftrinal  and  praftical.  I  begin 
with  the  former  of  thefe,  namely, 

i/V,  Doctrinal  errors,  which  this  doftrine  doth 
refute  and  reprove.     And, 

I.  It  refutes  the  error  of  thefe,  that  take  fiducial  ap- 
plication out  of  the  nature  of  juftifying  faith,  while  cur 
text  makes  faith  to  be  a  receiving  of  Chrift  Jefus  the 
Lord.  It  is  not  only  an  allenling  to  the  truth  of  the 
gofpel,  but  a  '  receiving  and  reihng  upon  Chrift,  and  his 
'  righteoufncfs,  therein  held  forth,  for  pardon  of  fin,  and 

*  for  accepting  and  accounting  of  a  man's  own  perfon 

*  righteous,  in  the  fight  of  God  for  falvation,*  as  our 
Larger  Catechifm  defcribes  juftifying  faith  ;  and  thefe 
divines  confirm  their  defcription,  from  Afts  xv.  11. 
*^  We  believe  that, -through  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefua 
Chrift,  we  fliall  be  faved."  So  that,  a  man's  believing 
that  he  ftiall  be  faved,  through  the  grace  of  Chrift,  and 
receiving  and  refting  .on  him,  for  this  end,  is  made  the 
very  eflence  of  juftifying  faith,  by  the  pureft  ftandards 
of  this  church,  in  a  conformity  to  tlie  word  of  God  :  fo 
much  afliirance  and  appropriating  perfuafion  belongs  to 
the  nature  of  faith,  according  to  the  doftrine  of  all  our 
Reformers,  that  take  away  unbelief  from  faith,  and  not 
a  fingle  doubt  will  remain  behind.  Whatever  doubts. 
may  be  in  the  believer,  there  is  no  doubt  iu  his  faith  : 
it  is  his  unbelief  that  creates  his  doubts,  and  not  his:  faith. 
The  general  doubtfome  faith  of  the  Papifts,  is  not  faith, 
but  unbelief :  and  therefore  no  wonder  that  our  fore- 
fathers abjured  it,  in  our  National  Covenant,  It  is  not 
a  woman's  believing  a  man  to  be  rich  and  honourable, 
but  her  aftual  confent  to  take  him  for  her  hufl)and,  that 
makes  marriage  ;  fo,  k  is  not  peoples  believing  Chrift 
to  be  a  great  and  glorious  Saviour,  but  afitual  reception 
of  him  for  theirs,  that  makes  a  fpiritu^l  TcimVai^^  ^'^^ 
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union  to  Chrift  :  the  receiving  of  Chrift.hath  as  clofe 
and  particular  an  appropriation  of  him  to  ourfelves  in  it, 
as  a  man's  receiving  of  the  meat  and  drink,  whereby  his 
body » is  nourifhed ;  and  therefore  it  is  called  an  eating 
and  drinking  of  the  flefh  and  blood  of  the  Son  of  God, 
John  vi.  53, — 57.  ^'  Except  ye  eat  the  flelh  of  the  Son  of 
man,  and  drink  his  blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you.  Whofo 
eateth  my  ilefti,  and  drinketh  my  blood,  hath  eternal  life, 
and  I  will  raife  him  up  at  the  latt  day,8cc."  What  is  more 
ours  than  the  meat  we  eat?  Yet  know,  the  beft  meat  and 
drink  doth  no  good,  except  you  make  it  your  own. 

2.  This  dodlrine  refutes  the  error  of  thefe,  who  con- 
found the  covenant  of  works  and  the  covenant  of  grace; 
the  law  and  the  gofpcl ;  jnllification  and  fanfilification. 
The  gofpel-order  of  things  defcribed  in  our  text,  while 
it  makes  juftifying  faith,  in  receiving  Chrift,  to  go  be- 
fore fajtiftification,  or  walking  in  him,  doth  refute  the 
legal  mixture  that  many  make  in  our  day,  while  they  put 
DOING  in  the  fame  room  it  had  in  the  covenant  of  works; 
for  the  legal  order  was,  Do^  and  live;  firft  the  duty,  and 
then  the  promife;  and  fo,  the  promife  was  made  to  do- 
ing and  walking  uprightly:  but  the  gofpcl-order  is,  firft 
the  promife,  and  then  duty;  firft  Chrift  is  received,  and 
the  promife  of  life  in  him,  and  then  the  duty  of  walking 
in  hitn  follows  ;  the  foul  being  fweetly  encouraged,  by 
the  promife,  to  the  duty.  The  inverting  of  this  order 
is  legal  doftrine  v/ith  a  witnefs.  For  men  to  make  a 
promifoiof  life  to  any  duty  or  work  of  ours,  tlio*  wrought 
by' grace,  is  to  turn  the  gofpel-covenant  to  a  covenant 
of  works  ;  where  the  promife  of  life  was  made  to  man, 
upon  his  doing,  by  the  grace  and  ftrength  he  had  received 
from  God  in  his  firft  creation  :  It  is  a  new  mould  of 
a  covenant  of  works,  to  make  the  promife  of  life  to  our 
duty  and  work,  wrought  by  the  grace  of  God, '  in  the 
new  creation:  nay,  the  promife  is  not  made  to  our  work- 
ing nov/,  but  to  Chrift,  and  in  him  to  us;  and  this  pro- 
mife of  life  being  made,  and  apprehended  and  received 
in  Chrift,  then,  and  not  till  then,  can  a  man  evangeli- 
cally work  and  walk  in  Chrift,  ^  he  hath  received  him. 

With  the  fame  breath,  it  refutes  the  inverting  of  the 
gofpcl'Ordcr  o/juftification.  and  lLati&i&.ca\.\oia\  for^  where- 
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as  our  text  makes  juftification  by  faith,  in  receiving 
Chrift,  to  go  before  fanftification,  or  walking  in  him. 
Some  now-a-days  will  tell  us  of  gofpel-repentance,  which 
is  a  fpecial  part  of  fant\ification,  going  before  faith  and 
juftification;  yea,  neceflary  in  order  to  it.  The  repeat- 
ing of  our  text  is  refutation  enough  to  fuch  dodtrine  : 
For,  it  plainly  informs  us,  that  juttifying  faith,  receiv- 
ing Chrift  Jefus,  is  requifite  firft,  in  order  to  fanctifica-. 
tion,  or  walking  in  him:  and  fo  to  aftual  holinefs:  for, 
habitual  grace  is  infofed  by  the  Spirit,  in- regeneration, 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  Spirit  enables  the  foul  to  re- 
ceive Chrift;  but  aftual  holinefs  cannot  take  place,  till 
after  this  reception;  and  to  this  agrees  the  antient  faying 
of  fome  of  the  fathers,  Fidts  f^tajuftijicat  ante  partnm; 
i.  e.  '  Faith,  however  fruitful  and  big  with  child  of  good 
*  works,  yet,  it  juftifieth  before  it  bring  forth  any/  All 
the  promifes  are  Yea  and  Amen  in  Chriltand  madeto  him. 
I  It  is  true,  godlinefs  is  faid  to  have  the  promifes  of  this' 
Kfe,  and  that  which  is  to  come,  i  Tim.  iv.  8,;  but  it  is 
not  to  godlinefs  of  itfelf,  but  godlinefs  in  Chrift,  All  that 
live  godly,  do  it  iil  Chrift,  2  Tim,  iii.  12.;  no  godly  walk- 
ing but  in  Chrift  ;  and  therefore  no  promife  to  a  godly 
walk,  but  in  Chrift.  To  make  a  promife  belong  to  our 
doing  then,  or  to  make  our  works  have  a  federal  cafua- 
lity,  or  conditionallity,  in  obtaining  life,  is  erroneous 
legal  dofitrine. 

3.  This  doftrine  refutes  the  error  of  thofe,  who  bring 
the  believer  under  an  obligation  to  obey  the  law,  as  in 
the  hand  of  God  Creator,  out  of  Chrift:  Whereas,here  he 
is  laid  under  obligation  only  to  walk  in  Chrift;  tliat  is, 
to  obey  the  law  in  Chrift:  not  to  have  any  tiling  to  do 
with  an  abfplute  God,  but  a  God  in  Chrift;  As  ye  have 
received  Chrift^  fa  walk  ye  in  him.  The  believer  hath 
notliing  to  do  with  a  God  out  of  Chrift ;  tlie  authority 
and  majefty  of  God  is  in  Chrift,  in  whom  all  the  fulnefs 
of  tlie  Godhead  dwells.  And  by  the  autliority  of  God 
the  Father,  we  are  obliged  to  take  the  law,  only  out  of 
the  hand  of  Chrift,  who,  in  regard  of  effence,  is  one 
with  the  Father,  and  who,  as  Mediator,  God  man,  is  not 
diyefted  of  his  effential  glory  :  "  This  is  my  beloved 
Son,  In  whom  I  am  welJ-pleafed,  hear  ye\i\mv  ^^  xl'^^sx^ 
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is  in  him,"  faith  the  Father;  my  authority,  fupremacy, 
fovercignty,  and  ail:  and  we  dilhonour  the  Father,  if  we 
pat  not  this  honour  upon  the  Son,  to  receive  th€  law  from 
his  mouth.  It  is  fo  far  from  derogating  from  the  honour  of 
the  Father,  that  we  cannot  honour  him  any  other  way, 
than  in  Ghriil :  for  there  is  no  coming  to  the  Father,  but 
by  him ;  and  no  right  walking  but  in  him. 

4,  This  doftrine  refutes  tlie  error  of  thofe,  who  would 
bring  the  l/elicver-i  in  any  refpect,  under  the  yoke  of 
the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works  ;  while,  *  being  in 
^  Chrift,  he  is  wholly  and  altogether  delivered  from  it ; 

*  fo  as  his  perfoii  is  not  under  it,  either  ^s  to  its  Qom- 

*  manding  or  condemning  power,  fo  as  it  c^n  neither 

*  juftify  njr  condemn  him,'  as  our  Gonfeflion  and  Stand- 
ards aflert.  It  can  neither  juftify  him  for  his  obedience, 
nor  condemn  him  for  h}s  difobedience :  Why?  he  is  juf- 
tified  by  faith,  in  receiving  Chrift,  before  ever  he  can 
t)bey  by  walking  in  him;  and  fo  cannot  be  juftified  by  | 
his  obedience  to  the  la\y :  and  being  juftified,  his  juftifi^ 
cation  is  perfeft  in  Chrift,  and  his  perfect  righteoufnefs; 
he  is  freed  from  condemnation;  and  no  more  liable  to  it 
for  his  difobedience,  whatever  contrary  apprehenfions  he 
may  have,  than  thofe  that  are  already  in  heaven  ^relia- 
ble to  condemnation,  It  is  true,  he  is  liable  to  fatherly 
wrath  and  chattifement,  while  here,  but  being  \r\  Chrift, 
his  glorious  Head,  and  ^  part  of  Chrift  myftical,  he  is  no 
more  liable  to  condemnation,  fo  long  as  he  remains  uniti 
ed  to  Chrift,  which  is  to  eternity,  When  a  man  receives 
Chrift,  he  rejects  the  law  as  a  covenant;  when  he  is  mar* 
ried  to  Chrift,  he  is  divorced  from  the  law,  Rom.  vii.  4, 

*'  Ye  are  dead  to  the  law,  by  the  body  of  Chrift,  that  y^ 
fliould  be  married  to  another,  even  to  him  who  is  raifed 
from  the  dead,  that  he  ftiould  bring  forth  fruit  unto  Grod.** 
Where  alfo  you  fee  the  believer's  freedom  fronxthe  law 
as  a  covenant,  ftrengthens  his  obligation  to  it  as  a  rule; 
for,  "  Chrift  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs,  to 
every  one  that  believeth.''  His  righteoufnefs  of  m^rit^ 
for  juftification,  is  the  end  of  the  law  as  a  covenants  his 
righteoufnefs  of  Spirit^  for  fanftification-,  is  the  end  of 
the  law  as  a  rule-  and  both  thefe  are  reached  by  receivn 
\ng  Cij/ift,  and  walking  in  him^ 
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5.  This  doftrine  refutes  the  error  of  thofe,  who  make 
the  believer's  obedience  to  be  influenced,  by  tlie  legal 
hopes  of  heaven,  or  flavifli  fears  of  hell.  Why,  to  re- 
ceive Chrift  as  a  Jefus,  is  to  receive  him  as  a  Saviour,* 
to  fave  from  hell,  fo  as  to  bring  the  man  to  heaven ; 
and  to  walk  in  him  as  we  receive  him,  is  to  walk  in  him 
as  a  Saviour,  and  fo  to  improve  him  for  that  falvation  ; 
both  negatively,  in  delivering  from  hell,  and  all  things 
that  lead  to  it ;  and  pofitively,  in  bringing  him  to  hea- 
ven, and  to  all  the  aneans  that  lead  to  it:  and  tlierefore, 
as  far  as  we  do  not  improve  him,  for  both  thefe 
ends,  we  do  not  walk  in  him  by  faith,  but  depart  from 
him  by  unbelief.  To  walk  in  Chrift,  as  we  have  receiv- 
ed him,  is  to  obey  him  as  a  Saviour ;  and  to  obey  him 
as  a  Saviour,  that  hath  purchafed  heaven  for  us,  and  fa-» 
tisfied  vindiftive  juftice  in  our  room  :  and  yet  to  obey 
from  a. legal  hope  of  heaven,  as  if  our  obedience  was  to 
obtain  it ;  or  from  a  flavilh  fear  of  hell,  as  if  our  obedi- 
ence could  procure  freedom  from  it :  I  fay,  to  walk  in 
him,  and  obey  him  as  a  Saviour,  and  yet  to  be  influenced 
by  fuch  a  legal  hope  or  flavilh  fear,  is  inconfiftent ;  for 
the  one  is  the  believer's  duty,  the  other  his  fin:  the  be- 
liever  may  be  guilty  of  it  through  his  unbelief,  but  it 
can  never  be  his  duty.  To  have  the  faith  of  hell,  is  the 
believer's  duty;  but  to  be  moved  by  the  fear  of  hell,  is 
his  fin,  and  makes  his  obedience  fo  far  flavifli  and  fervile, 
not  filial:  to  fear  hell  is  to  fear  vindiAive  wrath,  or  the 
wrath  of  a  terrible  Judge,  which  is  oppofite  to  the  holy 
fear  of  him  as  a  loving  Father,  which  is  always  his  duty. 
And  furely,  to  walk  in  Chrift,  and  yet  to  fear  the  wrath 
of  God  out  of  Chrift,  are  contrary ;  for,  to  fear  God  in 
Chrift,  is  to  fe^r  him  as  a  God  reconciled  in  Chrift,  and 
not  as  a  judge  dealing  with  us,  according  to  the  tenor.-of 
the  covenant  of  works,  which  is  in  vindictive  wraths 
TherQ  may  be  the  fear  of  hell,  where  there  is  not  a  fpark 
of  grace,  .or  true  faith  ;  as  we  fee  in  devils  and  repro- 
bates; their  ^i90>i  the  punifliment  of  fin  may  take  place, 
while  their  wiflingnefs  to  fin  lives  :  and  fo,  this  ffear  no 
more  changes  the  inclination  of  their  wills,  than  the  whip 
or  chain  doth  the  nature  of  the  fox  or  wolf.  It  is  holy 
f^ar  that  works  a  godiy  iorxow^  and  it  is  t):as.  ^0^^  ^t- 
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row  that  brings  forth  thefe  feven  fruits  you  read  of, 
2  Cor.  vii.  II.  And  thus  godly  forrow,  which  is  the 
happy  mother  of  fo  many  good  children,  is  caufed,  like 
Peter's  weeping,  by  the  looks  of  Chrift ;  the  reproofs, 
tlie  frowns,  the  ofiences  of  a  gracious  God  thaws  tlie 
heart  into  melting  fears,  and  would  do  fo  though  there 
was  no  hell ;  as  a  meek  child  needs  no  other  houfe  of 
correftion  than  his  father's  looks. — ^Again,  hope  of  hea- 
ven is  the  believer's  duty,  when  it  is  looked  upon  as  a 
reward  of  grace;  for,  he  is  to  have  refpeft  to  the  recom- 
pence  of  reward;  and  may  excite  and  influence  him  in 
his  obedience ;  but  the  legal  hope  of  heaven,  fo  as  to 
expect  to  obtain  it,  by  our  obedience  and  good  works, 
is  a  Chriftlefs  doftrine  :  for,  to  fay  tliat  our  works  doth 
fave  us,  is  to  deny  that  Chrift  is  our  Saviour.  How  is 
he  your  Saviour,  if  you  itiight  fave  yourfelves  by  your 
works  ?  Or,  wherefore  fhould  he  die  to  fave  you,  if 
any  works  might  have  faved  you?  Nay,  fays  the  apoftle,  j 
*  If  righteoufnefs  come  by  the  law,  Chrift  is  dead  in  vain.' 
If  you  do  goods  works,  to  get  the  inheritance  of  heaven 
thereby,  you  do  not  walk  in  Chrift;  for,  "  Eternal  life  is 
the  gift  of  God,  thro'  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord."  And  if 
}'X)u  feek  to  attain  falvation  that  way,  you  would  receive 
the  good,  npt  as  the  gift  of  God,  but  as  a  debt  unto 
you;  and  make  yourfelf  fellow  with  God,  becaufe  you 
will  take  nothing  from  him  for  nought. 

6.  This  doflrine  refutes  the  error  of  thofe,  that  make 
good  works  and  holinefs  the  produft  of  man's  free-wiU, 
natural  power;  or,  at  leaft,  of  the  common  and  general 
afliftance  of  God ;  or  to  proceed  from  him  only  as  the 
moral  cauie,  and  not  by  way  of  powerful  efficiency. 
Surely  fuch  do  alfo  herein  err,  that  lay  .fo  much  ftrefs 
upon  natural  endeavours,  and  moral  ferioufnefs,  as  to 
conned  the  fame  infallibly  with  faving  grace:  furely 
none  of  thofe  duly  ponder,  that  Faith  is  the  gift  of  God, 
and  the  work  of  God's  almighty  power,  requiring  the 
fame  powerful  efficiency, that  raifed  Chrift  from  the  dead; 
and  that  true  obedience  and  good  works,  is  a  walking 
in  Chrift;  and  that  walking  in  Chrift,  is  a  walking  by 
the  ftrength  and  power  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  who  fays 
that  fFifiout  me  ye  can  do  nothing.    P^.\\ltelU  us^in  his 
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own  name,  and  in  the  name  of  all  believers,  that  they 
are  not  fufiicient  of  themfelves,  to  think  any  thing,  as  of 
themfelves,  but  tliat  their  fufficiency  is  of  God;  and  that 
it  is  God  that  worketh  in  us,  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his 
good  pleafure.  All  the  working  and  walking  that  men 
are  capable  of,  before  they  receive  Chrift,  is  but  evil 
works  before  God;  for,  "  Without  faith  it  is  impcffible 
to  pleafe  God:  and,  Whatfoever  is  not  of  faith  is  fin," 
*•  And  furely  evil  works  never  make  a  good  man;  for 
*•  good  works  themfelves  do  not  make  a  good  man  :   no 

*  works,  good  or  evil,  make  a  man  either  good  or  evil. 

*  As  good  fruit  makes  not  a  tree  goo(f,  nor  is  it  evil 
*-  fruit  that  makes  a  tree  evil;  but  a  good  tree  bears  good 

*  fruit,    and  an  evil  tree  evil  fruit :    fo,  good  works 

*  make  not  a  good  man,  nor  evil  works  an  evil  man  ; 

*  but  a  good  man  bringeth  forth  good,  and  an  evil 
'  man  bringeth  forth  evil  works.     For,  as  the  tree  is 

*  good,  ere  it  bringetli  forth  good  fruit,   and  evil,  ere 

*  it  bringeth  forth  evil  fruit ;  fo,  a  man  is  good,  ere 
'  he  bring  forth  good  fruit,  and  evil,  ere  he  bring  forth 

*  evil  fruit.     So  that  our  works  make  us  neither  good 

*  nor  evil  *.' 

If  a  man  hath  not  received  Chrift,  he  is  not  a  good 
man,  and  cannot  walk  in  Chrift,  or  do  any  good  work ; 
but  if  a  man  hath  received  Chrift,  then,  and  not  till 
then,  is  he  a  good  man,  and  fo  is  capable  of  walking 
in  Chrift,  and  bringing  forth  good  works  ;  yea,  native- 
ly doth  this  good  tree  bring  forth  good  fruit.— Thus 
you  fee,  how  this  doftrine  fets  itfelf  in  oppofition  to  ma- 
nifold  erroneous  principles:  thefe  are  only  a  few  of  many 
that  might  be  named,  which  this  text  and  doflrine  doth 
refute ;  and  too  many  of  them  are  either  direQly,  or 

•  Thefe  are  the  words,  and  part  of  the  articles  of  that  valiant  and  heroic 
champion  for  the  truth,  and  famous  martyr  for  the  caure^of  Christ,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Patrick  Hamilton,  who  was  raifed  up  by  God  to  be  a  happy 
JDihumcnt  of  our  Reformation  from  Popery,  in  contehding  zealoully  aoainft  iha 
abominations  of  Rome,  till  he  at  laft  fell  a  facrlfice  to  his  cruel  and  mercilcft 
enemies,  by  chearfully  yielding  his  body  to  the  tormenting  flames  at  St.  An- 
drews, while,  in  that  fiery  chariot,  through  ihe  aerial  region,  his  foul  af(ynded 
to  the  ccleftial  country,  to  poffefs  eternal  bleffednefs,  on  the  htt  day  of  Fe« 
bruary  1527.— The  famous  Mr.  George  Wishart,  fufFered  for  the  fame 
good  caufc,  ja  the  very  fame  place,  and  in  the  fame  maautT,  oiv\\vt  ^\^  csjt 
March  ij^. 
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indireftly  countenanced  in  our  day,  even  by  public  a£l:s*, 
and  thofe  tliat  ought  to  contend  moft  zealoufly  for  the 
truths  of  Chrift. 

The  doflrine  of  the  gofpel  is  like  a  bridge,  by  which 
alone  men  can  go  from  this  valley  of  mifery,   to  the  re- 
gions of  blifs  and  happinefs  ;   and  the  principles  of  reli- 
gion, or  truths  of  the  gofpel,  ^re  like  fo  many  arches 
which,  joined  and  united  together,  doth  make  upl  this 
bridge :  and  therefore  thefe  errors,  that  doth  overturn 
any  of  thefe  principles,  do,  as  it  were,  cut  out  an  arch 
from  the  bridge,  whereby  a  breach  is  made,  and  the 
paffage  by  it  unto  heaven,  is  either  cut  off,  if  the  errjor 
be  fundamental ;  or  greatly  obftrufted,  if  it  nearly  con- 
cerns  the  fundamentals  of  religion.     Some  perhaps  will 
think.  Whether  or  uot  am  I  making  all  thefe  funda- 
mental errors,  and  fo  all  that  maintain  them  to  be  cut 
off  from  heaven  ;  and  confequently  accufe  the  moft  part 
of  the  miniilers  of  this  church,  except  a  very  few  ?     To  | 
tvhich  I  would  reply.  That,  as  I  do  not  defire  to  be  like  ^ 
thofe,  that  think  all  Blackamoors  except  themfelves; 
fo  I  prefume,  that  the  judgment  of  the  generality  of  the 
church  of  Scotland  is  to  be  gathered  from  the  public 
Standards  of   doftrine,    in  our    Gonfeffion,    and  Cate- 
chifms,    deliberately  enafted  by   this  church,    and  to 
which  all  profefs  adherence;   and  not  from  any  particu- 
lar A£ts  relative  to  doclrine,  either  made  by  an  over- 
fight,  or  maintained  by  mere  human  authority.     And 
therefore,  whatever  may  be  the  dangerous  confequence 
of  public  deeds  of  that  nature  ;  yet,  I  entertain  charity 
for  the  moft  part  of  the  minifters  of  the  church  of  Scot- 
land, that  tlie  latter  A6ts,  that  feem  to  clafh  with  our 
Standards,  hath  nothing  of  their  deliberate  approbation. 
However,  the  leaft  truth  ought  to  be  faAed  to  every  one 
of  us,  who  are  called  to  prove  all  things,  and  hold  faft 
that  which  is  good;   for,  the  lofs  of  the  leaft  truth,  whe- 
ther you  reckon  it  fundamental  or  not,  is  of  dangerous 
confequence :  the  lofs  of  the  leaft  divine  truth,  is  as  the 
lofs  of  a  diamond  out  of  a  ring ;   or  of  a  jewel  out  of 

•  Our  Author  here  probably  lias  his  eye  upon  the  adls  of  AfreroUy* 
1720.  and  1722.  condemning  the  Marrotv  of  Modem  Dmnity,  Seo 
VoL  Lp.  232,     VoL  IL  p.  304;  305%  39S, 
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the  Mediator's  crown.  The  gofpel  is  like  a  ladder,  that 
hath  io  matiy  fteps,  or  rounds  ;  every  truth  is  like  a 
round  of  the  ladder  ;  and  by  thefe  rounds  we.  climb  up 
to  heaven  :  if  you  break  off  any  round,  you  are  in  dan- 
ger of  falling ;  and  your  climbing  up  is  rendered  either 
difficult,  or  impoffible.  The  truths  of. the  gofpel  are 
like  ftepping-ftones  over  a  deep  water ;  take  away  any 
of  thefe  ftones,  and  you  make  fuch  a  wide  and  dange- 
rous ftep,  that  you  are  in  hazard  of  falling  into  the  deep. 
I  now  proceed, 

2fl?/y,  To  the  other  branch  of  this  ufe  of  reproof,  name- 
ly, to  mention  fome  praftical  errors  that  this  dofilrine 
doth  reprove ;  as, 

1.  Thofe  that  walk  in  darknefs  ;  we  read  this  of  the 
wicked,  Pfal.  Ixxxii.  5.  that  they  walk  on  in  darknefs; 
even  in  the  darknefs  of  ignorance,  error,  fin,  and  fe- 
curity.  Can  they  walk  in  Chrift  who  walk  in  dark, 
nefs  ?  No  :  "  If  any  man  fay  he  hath  fellowfliip  with 
Chrift,  and  yet  walk  in  darknefs,  he  is  a  liar,''  i  Jdhn 
i.  6. 

2.  Thofe  that  walk  in  vanity,  Jen  ii,  5.  "  Thus  faith 
the  Lord,  What  iniquity  have  your  fathers  found  in  me, 
that  they  have  gone  far  from  me,  and  have  walked  after 
vanity,  and  are  become  vain?"  O  the  vanity  of  mind, 
the  vanity  of  thought,  word,  and  aflion?  Is  this  to  walk 
in  Chrift?  No,  no:  he  fays,  '*  Follow  me,  for  I  am  meek 
and  lowly  in  heart." 

3.  It  reproves  thofe  that  walk  in  profanity  and  lafcivi- 
oufnefs;  i  Pet.  iv.  3,4.  **  For  the  time  paft  of  our  life 
may  fuifice  us  to  have  wrought  the  will  of  the  Gentiles^ 
5vhen  we  walked  in  lafcivioufnefs,  lufts,  excefs  of  wine, 
revellings,  banquettings,  and  abominable  idolatries : 
wherein  they  think  it  ftrange  that  you  run  not  with  them 
to  the  fame  excefs  of  riot,  fpeaking  evil  of  you."  Do 
thefe  walk  in  Chrift,  that  walk  in  drunkennefs,  whore-  ^ 
dom,  fwearing.  Sabbath-breaking,  and  fuch  like  abomi- 
nations ?     Oh  !  it  is  blafphemy  to  think  it ! 

4.  It  rieproves  thofe,  that  inftead  of  walking  in  Chrift, 
do  walk  in  lies;  Jer.  xxiii.  14.  ^'  I  have  feen  alfo  in  the 
prophets  of  Jerufalem  an  horrible  thing;  tii^^  cotomK. 
adultery,  and  walk  in  lie?j'^  &c.    They  tWt  vf^XkvxOciN- 
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pocrify  and  lies,  inftead  of  walking  in  Chrift,  do  rather 
walk  in  the  devil,  the  father  of  lies,  and  who  was  a  liar 
from  the  beginning.  God's  children  are  called  children 
that  will  not  lie, 

5.  Thofe  that  walk  as  flanderers,  Jer.  ix.  4, 5.  "  Every 
brother  will  utterly  fupplant,  every  neighbour  will  walk 
with  flanders.'^  O  flandering  tongue!  Is  that  the  way  to 
>valk  in  Chrift  ?  No,  no.  See  what  is  the  charafler  of 
a  godly  man,  that  Ihall  abide  in  God's  tabernacle,  and 
dwell  in  his  holy  hill;  he  is  one  that  fpeak's  the  truth  in 
his  heart;  he  backbiteth  not  with  his  tongue,  nor  doth 
evil  to  his  neighbour,  nor  taketh  up  a  reproach  againd 
his  neighbour,  Pfal.  xv.  2,  3. 

.  (6.)  Thofe  that  walk  in  pride:  fuch  a  walk  you  have 
defcribed  in  the  daughters  of  Jerufalem,  Ifa.iii.  16.  "Be- 
caufe  the  daughters  of  Zion  are  haughty,  and  walk  with 
ftretched-forth  necks,  and  wanton  eyes,  walking,  and 
mincing  as  they  go,  and  making  a  ti^kling  with  their  I 
feet.''  And  you  fee  how  Nebuchadnezzar  learned  to 
preach  this  doftrine,  after  the  Lord  had  humbled  him  for 
his  pride,  as  low  ai  tlie  beafts  of  the  field:  **  Thofe  that 
walk  in  pride,  he  is  able  to  abafe,"  Dan.  iv.  37. 

7.  Thofe  that  walk  in  carnality,  or  walk  after  the  flefli, 
and  after  the  imagination  of  their  own  evil  heart,  and  fo 
walk  contrary  to  God :  See  fuch  a  walk  defcribed,  Eph. 
ii.  2,  3.  "  Wherein  in  time  paft  ye  walked  according  to 
the  courfe  of  this  world,  according  to  the  prince  of  the 
•power  of  the  air,  the  fpirit  that  now  worketh  in  the  chil- 
dren of  difobedience.  Among  whom  alfo  we  all  had  our 
converfation  in  times  paft,  in  the  lufts  of  our  flefli,  ful- 
filling the.  defires  of  the  flelh,  and  of  the  mind,  and  werq 
by  nature  the  children  of  wrath,  even  as  others.".  To 
walk  in  Chrift  is  a  fpirit ual  walk;  and  furely  they  do  not 
walk  in  Chrift,  who  walk  in  the  flefti,  2  Cor.  x.  3. 

8.  Thofe  that  walk  in  fuperftition  ;  even  in  fuperftiti- 
ous  worftiip  and  ceremonial  .cuftoms,  A£ls  xxi.  21.  We 
read  there  of  fome  that  walk  after  the  cuftoms,  viz.  the 
Jewifli  ceremonies  that  were  aboliflied :  Thofe  walk  not 
in  Chrift  the  fubftance,  who  walk  in  the  ftiadow.  Col- 
ii.  17. 

p,  Thofe  that  walk  in  felf,  or  fe\i-T\%\\teoufv\efs;  **  Go- 
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ing  about  to  eftablilh  their  own  righteoufnefs,  not  fubmit- 
ting  themfelves  unto  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,"  Rom.  x. 
3.  Thus,  fonie  make  works  their  righteoufnefs;  fome 
make  faith  their  righteoufnefs;  and  they  walk  in  this 
faith,  not  in  Chrift  by  faith;  but  it  is  not  faith  that  faves 
merely,  but  Chrift  received  by  faith.  As  it  is  not  the 
laying  on  the  plaitter  that  heals  the  fore,  but  the  plaifter 
itfelf  that  is  laid  on  ;  fo  it  is  not  our  faith,  or  receiving 
of  Chrift,  but  Chrift  received  by  faith  that  faves  us.  It 
is  not  our  looking  to*  the  brazen  Serpent  myftical,  but  the 
myftical  brazen  Serpent  looked  unto  by  faith,  Chrift  re- 
ceived by  faith,  that  faves  us.  O  but  felf  is  fubtile  I 
But  if  we  knew  ourfelves,  felf-knowledge  would  be  ja 
fchool-mafter  of  humility.  One  of  the  firft  works  which 
the  word  and  Spirit  works  in  men,  is  to  give  them  light 
to  go  down  into  thq  dark  cellar  of  their  hearts,  and  make 
difcoveries:  we  are  proud  becaufe  we  do  not  know  our- 
felves; he  that  knoweth  himfelf,  loaths  himfelf  j  he  that 
knoweth  his  wants,  prays  in  earneft ;  he  that  knoweth 
his  weaknefs,  fears,  and  flies  to  the  Rock;  he  that  brings 
knowledge  of  himfelf  to  a  fermon,  gathers  out  of  the 
garden  thofe  herbs,  that  are  medicinal  to  him.  It  is  true, 
the  heart  is  deceitful,  and  who  can  know  it  ?  but  as  we 
need  not  tafte  all  the  water  of  the  fea,  or  every  drop 
thereof,  to  know  that  it  is  fait  and  brakiih;  nor  tafte  e- 
very  apple  of  the  tree,  to  know  the  tree :  fo,  the  tafting  of 
fome  evils  of  our  heart,  may  make  us  to  know  what  we 
are;  fo  as  to  make  us  flee  out  of  ourfelves  to  Chrift. 

10.  This  doftrine,  in  a  word,  reproves  all  LatitudL- 
narians  and  Libertines,  who  think  they  believe,  and  fo 
that  they  may  dowhat  they  pleafe?  having  received  Chrift 
they  think  there  is  no  need  of  walking  in  him:  they  pleafe 
themfelves  with  a  fuperficial,  opinionative,  inoperative 
faith.  Know,  Sirs,  that  men  are  not  to  judge  of  them- 
felves, either  by  their  faith  without  works,  or  by  their 
works  without  faith ;  but  by  their  faith,  as  it  works  by 
love. — ^The  legal  hypocrite  judges  himfelf,  by  his  works 
without  faith.  But,  as  by  fair  and  beautiful  children,  we 
cannot  judge  of  lawful  marriage;  fo,  neither  by  the  fruit 
of  good  works,  can  a  perfon  judge  of  his  marria'j^e.  lev 
Chrift:    where. there  was  never  a  formaX  coxv^^wX.^  ^"^ 
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receiving  of  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord,  all  the  profeffed  walk- 
ing in  him,  is  but  hypocrify. — Again,  the  gofpel  hypo- 
crite  judges  himfelf,  by  his  faith  without  works;  he  pro- 
feiSes  to  receive  Chrift,  but  he  walks  not  in  him.  A  man 
may  have  a  found  faith,  and  yet  not  a  faving  faith;  he 
may  be  called  an  orthodox  believer,  but  yet  an  heterodox 
praftitioner,  an  erroneous  walker;  found  in  his  princi- 
ples, but  not  in  his  morals ;  and  this  difcovers  the  naugh- 
tinefs  of  his  faith:  for,  true  faith  works  by  love. 

May  the  Lord-  bear  home  the  reproof  himfelf,  and 
give  us  underftanding  in  all  things. 


SERMON     XL. 

CoLOs.  ii.  6. 
As  ye  have  recehedCbrift  Jefus  the  Lord^fo  fsalkye  in  him. 

[The  Seventh  Sermon  on  this  Text.] 

THERE  is  but  one  Being  that  we  have  moft 'to  do 
with,  in  all  the  world,  who  yet  is  moft  neglefted 
by  the  generality  of  mankind,  and  that  is  God,  the  Be- 
ing of  all  beings ;  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  one 
God.  There  is  one  of  thefe  perfons  of  this  glorious  Tri- 
nity, that  ftands  very  nearly  related  unto  man;  and  yet  . 
men  are  generally  very  little  acquainted  with  him,  and 
that  is  the  fecond  perfon,  the  Son  of  God,  who  is  Grod- 
man  in  one  perfon.  God  and  man  cannot  meet  togcAer 
in  peace,  after  our  fall  into  fin,  But  only  in  this  centrical 
place,  this  glorious  perfon,  God-man,  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift:  without  union  to  him,  and  communion  with  him, 
we  cannot  meet  with  God  in  mercy.  Now,  the  way  to 
have  union  to  him,  is  by  receiving  him ;  and  the  way 
to  communion  with  him,  is  by  walking  in  him  :  and  fo, 
the  whole  myftery  of  true  religion  lies  here  before  us ; 
As  ye  bav^  received  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lordy  fo  walk  ye  in 
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We  now  come  to  the  third  ufe  of  the  doflirine,  which 
is  for  trial  and  examination.  There  are  two  things  that 
we  all  need  to  examine  and  try,  nam.ely,  Our  State^ 
and  our  JVclk\  our  fpiritual  being,  and  our  fpiritual 
well-being:  both  thefe  are  before  us  in  the  text.  The 
Hate  and  being  of  a  Chriftian  lies  in  this,  that  he  hath 
received  Chrift  :  the  behaviour,  and  well-being  of  a 
Chriftian  lies  in  this,  that  he  is  one  that  walks  in  Chrift. 
And  therefore  let  us  try  in  botli  thefe  particulars,  i.  Let 
us  try  our  faith,  namely,  if  ye  have  received  Chrift  Je- 
fus  the  Lord;  and  fo  come  to  try  our  ftate  and  fpiritual 
being.  2.  Let  us  try  our  gofpel-obedience;  namely,  if 
we  be  walking  in  Chrift  ;  and  we  may  thus  know  our 
well-being. 

Firft^  Let  us  try  our  faith ^  whether  we  have  recciv- 
ed  Chrift  Jiefus  the  Lord;  yea  or  not:  and  fo,  whether 
or  not  we  be  in  a  ftate  of  grace.  O  man,  woman,  poor 
dying  mortals ;  according  as  you  have  this  faith  or  not, 
fo  will  it  fare  with  you  through  all  eternity:  if  you  die 
in  unbelief,  you  die  in  your  ftns^  John  viii.  24.  And 
better  die  in  a  ditch,  and  die  like  a  dog^,  than  die  in 
your  fins.  If  you  die  in  your  fins,  you  will  rife  in  your 
fins,  and  ftand  at  the  tribunal  of  God  in  your  fins :  you 
can  never  receive  remiflion  of  the  guilt  of  fin,  nor  re- 
demption from  the  power  of  fin,  fi>  long  as  you  have 
not  received  Chrift;  and  therefore  refle6t  folemnly  up- 
on this  matter,  man,  whether  you  have  received  Chrift 
or  not.  If  all  that  you  are  worth  in  a  world,  lay  in 
one  precious  ftone,  and  that  ftone  was  to  be  tried  by  a  . 
fkilful  jeweller,  whether  it  wera  true  or  falfe,  whether 
it  would  fly  or  endure,  under  the  fmart  ftrojce  of  his 
hammer;  furely  your  thoughts  could  not  be  uhconcern- 
ed,  about  the  ifliie  of  fuch  a  trial.  Why,  man,  wo- 
man, all  that  you  are  worth  in  tliis  worlds  and  in  the 
world  to  come,  depends  upon  the  truth  of  your  faith, 
which  now  we  call  you  to  try,  whether  it  will  fly  or  en- 
dure the  trying  ftroke  of  the  hammer  of  God's  word. 
Have  you  no  concern  in  this  matter  ?  Ypu  would  be 
loath  to  put  to  Xea,  tliough  it  were  but  to  ci5ofs  a  Ihoit 
ferry,  in  a  rotten  leaky  bottom  ;  and  will  you  dapce.  Xo 
venture  mtot}i&  occm  0/ eternity,  in  a  falfe  xo\Xetv.WvNiKN^ 

Vol.  in.  \\  O 
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O  man  !  can  you  be  too  exaft  and  careful  about  that, 
on  which  the  determination  of  your  whole  eftate  depends, 
and  that  for  ever  ? — Well  then,  fay  you,  How  fliall  I 
Icnow,  If  I  have  received  Ghrift,  by  a  faving  faith  ?  I 
do  not  incline  to  multiply  marks.  Th^e  are  two  quef- 
tions,  I  would  have  you  to  examine  this  great  matter 
by,  whether  you  have  faving  faith,  or  not ;  fuch  as 
hath  received  Ghrift  Jefus  the  Lord,  i.  Enquire  how- 
it  was  created  by  the  Spirit-  2.  How  it  was  a£ted  in 
your  foul. 

i/>.  How  it  was  created  by  the  Spirit  ?  Many  pretend 
to  faith,  but  can  give  no  account  how  they  came  by  it, 
or  where  they  got  the  hand  to  receive  Ghrift  withal : 
but  it  is  Chrill  that  receives  and  embraces  the  foul,  be- 
fore the  foul  can  receive  or  embilice  him.  Faith  is  the 
iruit  of  the  creating  power  of  the  Spirit  of  God  :  and 
hence,  it  is  called  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit,  Gal.  v.  22.;  fo 
it  is  called  the  faith  of  the  operation  of  God,  Col.  ii.  12-  \ 
And  fuch  a  powerful  operation,  as  is  called  the  effeft 
of  the  exceeding  greatnefs  of  his  mighty  power,  which  he 
wrought  in  Ghrift,  when  he  raifed  him  from  the  dead, 
Eph.  i.  19,  20.  But  fome  have  experienced  the  power- 
ful working  of  the  Spirit  in  creating  faith,  that  yet  can- 
not give  a  diftindt  account  of  his  operation  therein;  and 
therefore  I  will  tell  you  of  thefe  two  or  three  things, 
that  the  Spirit  doth  ufually  in  creating  this  faith,  where- 
by the  foul  receives  Ghrift. 

I.  He  prepares  his  way  by  a  work  of  conviftion,  John  ( 
:xvi.  8.  and  legal  humiliation.  The  Spirit  firft  convinces 
of  fin,  and  then  of  righteoufnefs :  and  furely  the  child  of 
faith  is  not  ordinarily  born  without  pangs  ;  fome  have 
greater  pains  than  others,  but  all  have  their  meafure  of 
convidlion  of  fin,  and  deep  concern  about  their  loft  ftate 
by  nature.  Now,  were  you  ever  deeply  convinced,  and 
Itabbed  to  the  heart,  by  the  fliarp  fword  of  the  law ; 
and  put  to  that  plight,  Men  and  brethren^  ^bat  Jhcll  Idof 
Were  you  ever  put  to  your  wits-end,  fo  as  you  knew 
not  what  to  do  in  all  the  world,  or  what  hand  to  turn 
yourfelves  to  ?  Wer^  you  at  that  pafs,  that  you  would 
have  given  a  thoufand  worlds  for  light  and  diredioo, 
where  you  might  find  outgate  axvd  ^^^N^iaTiaB  to  your 
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weary  fpirit?  Were  you  ever  deeply  weighted  and  af- 
fefiled,  with  your  guilt,  fin,  and  danger,  by  the  powers 
of  the  world  to  come;  and  the  thoughts  of  your  fpiritu- 
al  and  eternal  Hate  actuating  upon  your  foul,  with  fuch 
invincible  force,  that  you  could  have  no  reft,  no  fatis- 
faftion,  no  contentment,  till  you  got  fome  fovcreiga 
outgate?  Was  you  ever  deeply  wounded  upon  the  ac- 
count of  your  fm  ?  Was  it  like  a  fword  in  your  bones^ 
and  like  a  weight  of  iron,  and  a  mountain  of  lead  ujx.n 
your  foul  ?  Surely,  if  ever  ycai  have  received  Chrill, 
you  have  feen  a  need  of  him.  When  you  are  fick,  you 
will  readily  fee  the  need  of  a  phyfician  ;  when  poor,  you 
will  fee  the  need  of  riches  ;  when  naked,  you  will  fee 
the  need  of,  cloathing :  whatever  temporal  ftraits  ly  up- 
on you,  you  will  find  your  need  of  fuitable  fupply  :  E- 
ven  fb,  if  ever  the  Spirit  of  conviftion  hath  come  in, 
fiirely  you  have  feen  a  need  of  Chritt,  a  need  of  mercy 
and  pity,  and  of  a  fovereign  antidote  againft  your  ma-^ 
ladies  and  miferies,  which  have  been  difcovered  ip 
you. 

2.  The  Spirit  having  convinced  th^  foiil  of  fiil,  in  or- 
der to  make  the  foul  fee  a  need  of  Chrift,  having  brought 
the  man  to  conviftion,  doth  next  bring  him  to  defpera-* 
tion ;  I  mean,  to  felf-defpair  :  This  is  imported  in  the 
language  of  thofe,  A£ts  ii.  37*  Men  and  brethfen^  vsbat 
Jhall  we  do  ?  They  are  at  a  total  lofs  about  deliverance^ 
and  tlie  way  of  efcape.  It  is  an  emphatic  word  to  this 
purpofe,  the  apoftle  ufeth.  Gal.  iii.  23.  '*  Before  faith 
came,  we  were  kept  under  the  law^  fliut  up  unto  the  faith 
which  Ihould  afterwards  be  revealed;"  Jhut  up  unto 
the  faith,  vvyx.iKMta-ft,%m^  as  men  befieged  and  diftfefled 
in  a  garrifon,  in  a  time  of  ftorm,  when  the  enemy 
pours  in  upon  them  through  the  breaches,  and  over- 
powers them ;  there  is  but  one  port  or  gate,  at  which 
they  can  efcape,  and  to  that  they  all  throng,  as  defpair- 
ing  of  life,  if  they  take  any  other  courfe  1  Eveft  fo  doth 
convictions  befiege  men,  and  diilrefs  them,  beat  them 
off  from  all  their  holds  and  entrenchments,  and  fhut 
them  up  tmto  Chrift,  as  the  only  way  of  efcape.  The 
man  once  thought  his  duties. would*  fave  hita.-,  lA^  x^- 
iormation  would  fave  him;    that  a  \\ll\^  T^^^Tv^aiT^ce. 
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would  fave  him,  or  that  a  ftrifiler  life  v/ould  do  the  bu- 
linefs:  but  now  there  is  no  hope  appears  in  the  whole 
horizon  of  fenfe  ;  there  is  no  way  but  one,-  Chrift  or 
condemnation  for  ever.  Now  the  man  is  brought  to  fay, 
Oh!  I  cannot  deliver  myfelf  out  of  the  wretched  ftate: 
men  and  angels  cannot  deliver  me  :  all  my  former  re- 
fuges will  not  fecure  me  :  I  find  the  bed  is  too  Ihort, 
the  covering  is  too  narrow;  and  if  Itruft  to  thefe  Egyp- 
tian reeds,  th^y  will  not  only  fail  me,  but  pierce  and 
wound  me  too. 

3.  The  Spirit,  in  working  th?s  faith,  whereby  the 
foul  receives  Ghrift,  having  wrought  the  foul  to  this 
conviftion,  this  felf-defpair,  doth  next  bring  the  foul 
readily  to  the  greateft  pinch  and  ftraits,  and  folemn  con- 
cern, that  ever  it  was  under  about  any  thing  in  the 
world,  as  we  fee  in  the  experience  of  the  jaylor,  A6ls 
xvi.  29.  He  came  trembling,  and  alked,  why  the  judg- 
ement of  the  great  day,  was  afted  by  way  of  anticipation 
in  his  confcience?  It  is  with  no  little  concern,  that  peo- 
ple do  revolve  thefe  and  the  like  queltions  in  their  minds 
<laily;  What  Ihall  I  eat?  what  fliall  I  drink?  and,  how 
Jhall  I  and  mine  be  fed  and  cloatlied?  But  furely,  much 
deeper  impreffions  upon  the  heart,  when  the  foul  is  un- 
der the  awakening  influences  of  the  Spirit  of  bondage,  do 
•thefe  queftions  make  in  the  man's  breafl: ;  What  fliall  I 
do  to  be  faved?  and,  What  fhall  come  of  me  thro*  eter- 
nity? The  man  is  brought  to  a  folemn  and  awful  con- 
tern  about  his  everlafting  condition;  and  to  be  in  fad 
'Carneft  about  his  eternal  ftate.  All  frolics  and  frothi- 
nefs  doth  evanilh,  and  here  the  man  lies  at  God's  mercy 
unable  to  help  himfelf,  and  unworthy  that  God  fliould 
Kelp  him ;  and  owning  that  he  deferves  to  be  thrown 
into  the  bottomlefs  pit ;  and  that  it  will  be  a  wonder  of 
grace,  and  a  miracle  of  mercy,  if  God  ftiall  pity  him. 
And  then, 

4.  The  Spirit,  in  working  this  faith,  whereby  the 
man  receives  Chrift,  doth  come  into  the  foul  by  a  pow- 
erful, faving,  conquering  illumination;  even  as  a  Spirit  of 
wifdom  and  revelation,  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  EjA. 
i.  17.     Some  enlightening  work,  fettinghome  the  law, 

and  difi^ovenng  fin,  makes  v/ay  iox  >w\i^\.\\«iN^'%leeady 
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mentioned  :  but  now  faving,  powerful  illumination  takes 
place,  for  difcovering  the  glorious   objeft  pf  faith,  the 
Ix)rd  Jefus  Chrift;  for  there  muft  be  a  feeing  of  the  Son, 
ere  there  can  be  a  believing  in  him,  John  vi,  40.     As 
faith  without  works,  fo  the  confequent  of  it  is  dead;  as 
faith  without  light,  fo  the  antecedent  of  it  is  blind  : 
faith  is  the  hand  whereby  we  receive  Chrift,  but  know- 
ledge  is  the  eye  by  which  that  hand  is  diredled.     New, 
hath  ever  God  opened  your  eyes,  and  given  you  a 
heartfome  view  of  Chrift,  the  King  in  his  beauty,  as  fair- 
er than  the  children  of  men;  as  more  glorious  than  moun- 
tains of  prey;   as  brighter  than  the  firmamental  fun,  in 
his  meridian  fplendor  and  glory  ?     Have  you  got  fuch  a 
view  of  him,   that,   fuppofe  God  fliould  come  to  you 
with  Chrift  in  one  balance,  and  ten  thoufand  worlds, 
full  of  all  imaginable  pleafures  and  honours,  in  another 
balance ;   and  faid  to  you,  Which  of  them  will  you 
choofe?    You  would  have  rejedtedall  thofe  with  dildain 
and  abhorrence,  and  your  foul  would  have  flightered  af- 
ter a  Redeemer,  faying,  "  I  count  all  but  lofs  and  dung 
for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my 
Lord?^'    Have  you  got  fuch  glorious  difcoveries  of  the 
grace  and  love  of  God  in  Chrift,  intbegofpel,  as  hath 
drawn  out  your  heart  to  the  oiFer  thereof  ?     It  is  by  the 
fhining  of  the  gofpel  light,  thro*  the  free  promife,  into 
the  heart,  that  the  man  is  turned  from  darknefs  to  light. 
The  higheft  natural  light  will  leave  a  man  Ihort  of  the 
difcovery  of  fin,  in  its  exceeding  finfulnefs ;   and  of  the 
riches  of  grace  in  Chrift,  for  the  recovery  of  loft  finners : 
thefe  cannot  be  feen  aright,  till  they  be  revealed  by  the 
.  divine  Spirit;  For  fejh  and  blood rev^alftb  them  not^  Mat. 
xvi.  17.    The  heart  ftood  immediately  before,  at  an  in- 
finite diftance  from  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  was  full  of  op- 
pofition  againft  him;  but  now,  a  divine  power  being  ex- 
erted, by  the  word  of  the  gofpel,  for  drawing  the  foul 
off  from  all  other  objefts,  to  pitch  upon  Chrift  alone  for 
falvation,  in  the  way  of  free  grace;  then  it  accepts  of  the 
blelfed  offer,  when  all  arguments  in  the  world  before  could 
not  prevail  with  it.     Hath  the  Spirit  of  God  cleared  up 
to  you  the  gofpel  offer  of  Chrift,  in  order  to  your  receiv- 
ing of  him  ?  for,  •**  Therein  is  the  right^ouWfe  ol  Oc^^ 
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revealed  from  faitli  to  faith.''  It  is  in  a  gofpel-glafs, 
Jhat  the  foul  gains  a  right  difcovery  of  the  excellency  of 
Chrift,  and  that  righteoufnefs  of  his,  without  which  there 
is  no  f;alvation.  This  firft  acquaintance  witli  Chrift  doth 
make  fuch  a  powerful  alteration,  by  difcovcries  above 
fenle,  bringing  the  heart  towards  Chrift  beyond  all  other 
means,  that  it  ufually  hath  a  mark  upon  it,  in  fo  much 
that  it  is  mott  evidencing,  and  carries  its  evidence  along 
with  it.  Such  firll  things  have  a  mark  upon  them,  and 
are  of  a  moft  defirable  nature ;  the  ftate  thereupon  being 
fo  vaftly  different  from  what  it  was,  how  refined  foever 
the  nature  was  before. — Thus  try  your  faith  by  the  way 
how  it  was  created  by  the  Spirit.  t 

.  2dly^  How  was  fe^ith  afted  in  your  fouls,  when  Chrift 
was  received  ?  or,  how  did  it  a£l  ?  To  be  fure,  in  ge- 
neral, faith  afls  und^r  the  influence  of  the  fame  Spirit 
that  work?  it;  for,  as  he  works  it,  fo  he  draws  it  forth 
to  aft  and  exercife;  and,  under  this  conduct,  the  foul,  in 
receiving  Chrift,  afts  in  the  foUoy/ing  manner. 

1.  The  foul,  in  receiving  Chrift,  doth  a£t  humbly; 
Ezek.  xvi,  63,  '^  That  thou  mayeft  remember^  and  be 
confounded,  and  never  open  thy  mouth,  becaufe  of  thy 
fharae,  when  I  am  pacified  towards  thee,  for  all' that  thou 
Jiad  done."  O  but  a  foul  convinced  of  its  unwortliinefs, 
and  defert  of  hell,  and  that  fcarce  can  expe£l  any  thing 
but  utter  damnation,  how  doth  the  firft  dawpings  of 
mercy  melt  and  humble  it !  O  whence  is  this  to  fuch  a 
worm -as  I!  He  ftands  behind  Chrijl  weeping  and  waft- 
ing his  feet  with  tears.  When  one  of  the  firft  worics  of 
the  word  and  Spirit  is,  to  give  the  foul  a  light  to  go 
flov/n  to  the  dark  cellar  of  hi^  heart,  and  make  difcove- 
ries,  fo  as  he  is  ftanding  amazed,  and  trembling  at  the 
fight  of  himfelf :  and  the  next  work  of  the  Spirit  is,  to 
lead  him  into  the  lightfome  chamber  of  the  King  of  glory 
to  bring  him  from  darkncfs  to  light;  how  is  he  melted 
with  the  fenfe  of  mercy ! 

2.  The  foul,  in  receiving  Chrift,  doth  aft  vehemently, 
and  with  ardent  defire  after  Chrift,  and  hungering  and 
thirfting  after  righteoufnefs;  and  crying  for  faith  itfelf, 
which  yet  may  be  hid  from  the  man's  own  fight,  faying, 
Zff/u^j  I ifiUeve^  help  my  unbelief  \  he  fees  his  own  inabi- 
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lity.  to  believe,  and  that  the  work  of  faith  is  wholly  fu- 
pernatural;  and  cries,  O  enable  me  to  come  to  Chrill! 
O  give  me  Chrift,  or  I  perilh  for  ever!  It  is  thy  work, 
O  reveal  thy  arm!  O  man,  wonian,  where  are  the  bed- 
fides,  and  fecret  corners  where  you  have  befieged  hea- 
ven with  fuch  a  cry  ?  faying,  O  for  a  drink  of  the  wa- 
ter of  the  well  of  Betlilehem !  O  for  a  drop  of  that  pre- 
cious blood?  O  for  a  fmile  of  a  God  in  Chriil!  "  As 
the  heart  pianteth  after  the  water-brooks,  fo  panteth  my 
foul  after  thee,  O  God,"  Pfal.  xlii.  i. 

3.  The  foul  in  receiving  Chrill,  adts  intirely  and  un- 
dividedly;  he  receives  him  as  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord. 
As  the  three  offices  are  undivided  in  Chrill,  fo  ar^  they 
in  the  believer's  acceptance:  O  my  ignorance,  fays  the 
ibul,  makes  him  neceffary  and  defirable  as  a  Prophet  I 
O  my  guilt  makes  him  neceffary  and  defirable  as  a 
Prieft  !  And  my  ftrong  corruption  makes  him  neceffary 
and  defirable  as  a  King  !  To  receive  Chrifl:  as  a  Jefus, 
in  fubmitting  to  his  obediential  righteoufnefs,  for  ac- 
ceptation unto  life,  is  faith  unto  juftification,  Rom,  x.  10. 
And  to  confent  to  have  him  for  our  Lord,  to  rule  over 
us,  by  his  Spirit  dwelling  in  us,  is  faith  unto  fandlifica- 
tion,  Rom,  viii.  9,  10,  ii.  Is  it  thus  that  you  receive 
Chrift? 

4.  The  foul  in  receiving  Chrift,  a£ls  confidently;  for, 
in  him  we  have  boldnefs  and  confidence,  thro'  the  faith 
of  him ;  for  it  afts  upon  an  infallible  teftimony,  tlie  di- 
vine veracity  and  faithfulnefs ;  or.  Thus  faith  the  Lordy 
is  the  firm  foundation  upon  which  faith  is  built :  faith 
is  a  fetting  to  the  feal  that  God  is  true.  When  faith  is 
afted,  God  gives  the  man  a  teftimonial ;  Heb.  xi.  5,  6. 
*^  Enoch  had  this  teftimony,  that  he  pleafed  God  :  But 
without  faith  it  is  impoflible  to  pleafe  God.'*  But  what, 
is  yet  more  ftrange,  faith  not  only  gets  a  teftimonial  from 
God,  but  gives  a  teftimonial  to  him,  as  I  formerly  ob- 
ferved;  John  ii<  33«  "  He  that  hath  received  his  tefti- 
mony, hath  fet  to  his  feal,  that  God  is  true."  It  is  at 
receiving  the  record  of  God :  here  is  the  confidence  and 
affurance  of  faith,  according  to  the  meafure  of  it ;  and  all 
afits  of  faith  without  this,  are  but  as  fo  many  arrov:^ft\^\. 
at  randojH,  into  the  oip^n  air. 
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5.  The  foul  ill  receiving  Chrift,  ads  violently;  "  The 
kingdom  of  heaven  fufFereth  violence,  and  the  violent  take 
it  by  force."  It  afts  peremptorily,  faying,  If  I  periih,  I 
perifli;  at  Chrift  I  muft  be.  It  a£b  in  a  manner*  wilfiil- 
Ij'y  "  Altho'  he  flay  me,  yet  will  I  truft  in  him.  I  will 
not  let  thee  go,  until  thou  blefs  me."  The  foul  ventures 
upon  the  free  grace  and  faithfulnefg  of  God,  in  the 
greateft  diftrefles;  and  here  it  lies,  as  it  were,  ^t  anchor, 
in  fuch  ftormy  days,  Heb.  vi.  19, 

6.  The  foul,  in  receiving  Chrift,  afts  exclufively,  ex- 
cluding all  other  f^viours,  all  other  helps,  all  other  props; 
receiving  him,  and  refting  upon  him/  alone;  frying,  "  I 
will  maivc  njention  of  thy  nghteoufnefs,  even  of  thine 
<mly,  Pfal.  Ixxi.  16,  ''  And  be  found  in  him,  not  having 
mine  o\yn  righteoufneft,  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that 
which  is  thro'  the  faith  of  Chrift,  the  righteoufnefs  which 
is  of  God  by  faith,"  Phil,  iii,  19.  To  depend  partly 
upon  Chrift's  righteoufnefs,  and  pai'tly  upon  our  own,  is 
to  fet  one  foot  upon  a  rock,  ^nd  another  in  the  quick 
fands:  Chrift  will  either  be  to  us,  ell  in  all^  in  point  of 
righteoufnefs,  or  elfe  nothing  at  all;  as  he  did  the  whole 
work,  fo  He  will  have  the  whole  praife  :  If  he  be  not 
able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft,  why  do  we  depend  upon 
him  at  all  ?  If  he  be,  why  do  we  lean  upon  any  befide 
him  ?  If  we  lean  partly  on  Chrift,  and  partly  on  our- 
felves,  or  our  owrj  good  works,  wiflies,  aftions,  or  af- 
fections we  infallibly  ruin  ourfelves.  If  a  man  fet  one 
foot  upon  dry  land,  and  the  other  upon  deep  water,  and 
lean  to  them  both  with  equal  weight ;  yea,  if  he  give 
any  of  his  weight  to  the  water,  he  will  fink  there  :  So 
here,  if  a  perfon  reft  partly  upon  the  merits  of  Chrift, 
and  partly,  or  in  any  degree,  upon  his  felf-righteoufnefs 
for  falvation,  he  will  inevitably  perifli.  Man's  righ- 
teoufnefs indeed  was  once  in  himfelf ;  and  becaufe  he 
was  endowed  at  firft  with  a  perfeft  reftitude  of  nature, 
and  ability  fufiicient  to  have  yielded  perfedl  obedience 
to  the  law,  and  thereby  to  have  obtained  eternal  life, 
had  he  perfevered  in  his  integrity  :  fo  there  is  ftill  a 
mighty  bias  in-  his  heart,  though  now  depraved,  to  feek 
righteoufnefs  by  the  works  of  the  law  ;   and  all  his  bell 

^diion3  favour  much  of  this\e^a\  tuxivol  mva^.    Itw 


SeR.  XL.  and  Walking  in  biniy  opened.  13 7 

with  all  Adam's  pofterity  as  with  bees,  which  have  been 
accuftomed  to  go  to  their  own  hive,  and  carry  all  hither; 
if  the  hive  be  removed  to  another  place,  they  will  ftill 
fly  to  the  old  place,  hover  up  and  down  about  it,  and 
creep  about  the  fides  of  it,  and  rather  die  there  than  go 
to  a  new  place  :  fo  it  is  witli  us,  God  hath  removed  our 
righteoufnefs  from  ourfelves  to  Chrift,  it  is  not  now  in 
ourfelves  but  Chrift;  but,  who  is  prevailed  with  to  for* 
fake  felf,  and  felf-righteoufnefs  ?  Corrupt  nature  will 
venture  to  be  damned  rather  than  do  it.  The  proud  felf* 
conceited  heart  will  not  ftoop  to  live  upon  a  ftock  of  ano* 
ther's  righteoufnefs:  but  now,  by  faith,  or  in  the  day  of 
believing,  the  man  is  brought  to  this  ;  *^  Surely  fliall 
one  fay,  In  the  Lord  have  I  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength;'' 
and  adts  upon  Chrift  exclufively,  excluding  all  other 
faviours,  all  other  righteoufnefs,  in  point  of  juftificati- 
on;  yea,  and  excluding  all  other  lords  in  point  of  fane- 
tification:  for,  whereas  unbelief  fays,  ''  We  will  not  fuf- 
fer  this  man  to  reign  over  us;"  and  h)^ocrites  fay,  We 
will  have  this  man,  and  the  world  ;  this  man,  and  our 
lufts  both,  to  reign  over  us:  Faith  fays,  we  will  have 
none  but  this  man,  this  God-man,  to  reign  over  us,  A 
man  may  as  lawfully  join  faints  and  angels,  in  his  me- 
diation with  Chrift,  as  his  graces :  *  It  is  grofs  idolatry, 

*  fays  one,  \viz.  Mr.  Burgefs,]  to  make  the  works  of 

*  God,  a  God;  and  it  is  but  a  more  fubtile  idolatry,  to 

*  miake  the  works  of  Chrift,  a  Chrift.' 

7.  The  foul,  in  receiving  Chrift,  afts  regularly ;  I 
mean,  according  to  the  gofpel-rule,  and  fuitable  to  the 
gofpel-olFer ;  *^  So  we  preached,  and  fo  ye  believed,** 
I  Con  XV.  II*  Faith  anfwers  the  gofpel-ofier,  as  the 
imprefs  upon  the  wax  doth  anfwer  the  engraving  of  the 
feal:  fo  Chrift  offers  himfelf,  and  fo  faith  receives  him, 
namely,  for  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fandtification,  and 
redemption. 

8.  The  foul,  in  receiving  Chrift,  afts  methodically, 
receiving  firft  the  perfon  and  then  the  benefits:  God 
gives  Chrift^  and  then  with  him  all  things^  Rom.  viii. 
32.  And  fo  faith  receives  Chrift,  and  then,  in  and 
with  him  all  things.  It  is  true,  falvation  muft  be  m.o& 
o!  all  in  the  Snner's  eye,  at  his  firft:  beWwvt\^\  ^^^  ^^"^ 
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many,  in  their  acting  faith  at  firft,  may  be  filled  witli 
much  confufion,  and  are  not  diftindt  in  their  a^ngs  of 
faith :  but  this  is  the  proper  order  in  believing,  as  will 
afterward  be  more  and  more  clear  to  every  believer,  up- 
on his  repeated  ads  of  faith,  firft  to  accept  the  perfon, 
and  then  the  benefits, 

9,  The  foul,  in  receiving  Chrift,  afts  freely  ;  he  re- 
ceives the  water  of  life  freely,  Rev.  xxii.  17.  Ifa»  Iv.  i. 
The  man  comes  to  receive  Chrift  with  an  empty  hand, 
as  to  one  that  juftifies  the  ungodly;  Rom.  iv.  5.  '*  To 
him  that  worketh  not,  but  belie veth  on  him  that  juftifieth 
the  ungodly,  his  faith  is  counted  for  righteoufnefs.''  To 
him  that  miorketb  noty  in  the  law  fenfe;  not  to  work,  and 
not  to  work  perfectly,  is  all  one  to  the  law.  Now,  the 
man  is  convinced  that,  as  he  cannot  work  perfeflly,  nay, 
cannot  work  at  all,  fo  he  comes  to  Chrift  as  one  that 
is  in  himfelf  ungodly,  acknowledging  that  the  righteouf- 
nefs,  by  which  he  can  ftand  before  God,  is  only  in 
Chrift,  and  not  in  himfelf,  in  whole  or  in  part.  The 
man  comes  emptied  of  all  qualifications  to  recommend 
him  to  God  ;  he  fees  himfelf  qualified  for  nothing,  but 
hell  and  damnation ;  and  thus  comes  freely,  to  get  all 
good  out  of  Chrift's  fulnefs;  he  is  an  empty-handed  fin- 
ner;  but  he  comes  to  one  who  is  a  full-handed  Saviour ; 
for  he  hath  fuch  a  ftock  of  grace  as  cannot  be  exhaufted: 
angels  have  a  fulnefs  of  fufficiency,  but  they  have  none 
to  Ipare  ;  but  Chrift  hath  a  fulnefs  of  redundancy,  that 
hath  been  flowing  over  to  fmners,  near  thefe  fix  thoufand 
years,  and  yet  is  not  leffened :  and  it  is  he  that  lets  out 
of  his  grace  with  the  word  you  hear,  or  elfe  you  get  no 
good  of  the  fermon. 

10.  The  foul  in  receiving  Chrift,  ads  fuccefsfuUy  and  * 
fruitfully;  and  by  its  fruit  you  may  know  it:  for,  true 
faith  is  a  fruitful  faith.  It  brings  forth  the  fruit  of  gojpel- 
repentance,  Zech.  xii.  10.  ''  They  Ihall  look  on  him 
whom  they  have  pierced  and  mourn."  O  but  the  appre- 
henfion  of  grace  and  mercy  in  Chrift,  thaws  and  melts 
the  heart!  It  brings  forth  the  fruit  of  love  to  Chrift,  his 
ways,  his  people;  ''Faith  worketh  by  love,  Gal.  v.  6. 
Again,  To  you  that  believe,  he  is  precious.  O !  Whom 
have  I  in  heaven  but  thee,  and  xVv^^^  \^  tvoi^Q  in  ,all  the ; 
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earth  that  I  defire  befides  thee." — ^It  brings  forth  the  fruit 
of  heart  and  life  purity;  Adts  XV..9.  Purifying  their 
hearts  by  faith.  Morality  may  hide  corruption,  but  faith 
purifies  the  heart  from  it;  and  it  cleanfesthe  hands  alio; 
the  man  is  fandlified  by  that  faith  which  is  in  Chrift. — 
It  brings  forth  the  fruit  of  zeal;  zeal  for  the  Lord's  name, 
and  honour,  and  glory:  O  the  man  could 'wilh,  that  all 
the  world  would  come  and  admire  him ;  that  all  the 
world  would  come  and  adore  him,  and  love  him !  The 
xnan  is  made  amtent  to  do  and  fuffer  for  him,  to  live 
and  die  for  him,  fo  as  he  is  a  witneis  for  Chrift,  at  leaft 
in  the  intention,  and  a  martyr  in  refolution  :  this  takes 
place  when  faith  is  up. — ^Zeal  againft  fin  :  O  the  more 
fweet  thit  Chrift  is  to  the  man,  the  more  bitter  is  fin  !  . 
O  that  abominable  thing  that  God  hates !  He  now  re- 
folves  to  purfue  it  to  death:  he  not  only  confefles,  but 
forfakes;  not  only  forfakes,  but  hates;  and  not  only 
hates,  but  kills  and  crucifies;  and  not  only  kills  it,  but 
defires  to  bury  his  dead  out  of  fight ;  to  have  his  feed 
buried  in  Chrift' s  grave;  to  be  faved  by  him  and  rife 
with  him. — Zeal  for  God's  houfe,  and  love  to  the  ordi- 
nances of  his  appointment :  Oho^  amiable  are  thy  taber* 
naclesl  Thy  nnords  'xtre  found  of  me^  and  I  did  eat  them. 
The  word  and  ordinances  are  the  very  food  of  faith ; 
and  the  defire  of  the  believer's  foul  is  after  the  fame : 
and  here  he  is  painful  and  diligent  in  his  attendance  up- 
on the  fame.  If  we  weigh  the  pains  for  bodily  food, 
"with  the  pains  that  men  take  for  their  foul,  in  the  balance 
of  the  fandluary,  many  would  difcover  their  want  of 
faitli,  or  their  faith  to  be  lighter  than  vanity  :  how  do 
men,  even  without  all  fenfe  of  pain,  undergo  fore  labour 
and  toil,  for  the  matter  of  a  fliilling?  How,  in  the  time 
of  harveft,  will  they  even  melt  themfelves  in  the  heat, 
and  yet  are  merry  and  pleafant?  How  will  they  in  win- 
ter ride  to  markets,  and  ftand  in  the  open  and  cold  air 
all  day  long,  to  vend  their  commodities,  without  fretting? 
But  now  compare  this  to  the  other :  fee  what  vain  and 
flelhly  excufes  men  will  have,  about  the  hearing  of  the 
word ;  as,  who  can  endure  to  go  to  church  when  the 
weather  is  fo  hot,  there  is  fuch  crouding  ?  and  what  a 
mifery  is  it  to  Jland  all  the  time  of  the  fetmou'l  ^^^^ 
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who  can  endure  to  fit  an  hour  in  the  cold  church?  tru* 
ly  it  is  enough  to  make  a  man  catch  his  death!  Why, 
man,  can  you  endure  the  fummer-heat  and  winter-cold 
about  your  outward  affairs,  and  Hand  a  whole  day  in 
your  Ihop,  or  in  the  market,  in  the  coldeft  of  winter  ? 
and  do  you  excufe  yourfelves,  or  fret  for  an  hour  in  the 
church  ?  Can  you  be  content  to  labour  fix  days,  for 
your  bodily  food  ;  and  tliink  you  it  great  pains  to  be- 
flow  one  day  in  following  the  gofpel-market  for  your 
fouls?  What  does  tliis  argue  in  you,  but  that  you  have 
no  faith  to  feed  upon  the  word;  no  affeftion  or  defire  af- 
ter the  bread  of  life,  for  yourfpiritual  maintenance  andfuf- 
tenanqe  ?  If  you  had  a  fervent  zeal  for  the  word,  it  would 
cool  the  heat  of  fummer,  and  warm  you  againft  the  cold 
of  winter ;  you  would  little  regard  fuch  trifles  as  cold 
and  heat,  wind  and  weather;  thefe  would  evanifh  before 
this  zeal,  as  the  morning  dew  before  the  fun:  thefe  Ihifts 
and  excufcs  could  not  lland  the  zeal  of  God's  houfe ;  it 
would  eat  up  and  confume  them.  Now,  try  yourfelves 
by  thefe  things. 

It  may  be,  fome  weak  believer  may  be  faying.  Some 
of  thefe  marks  I  know  to  my  experience;  but  others  are 
dark  to  me,  therefore  I  doubt  of  all.  To  which  we  re- 
ply. If  indeed  you  have  one  faving  folid  mark,  and  can 
really  clofe  with  it;  it  may  fatisfy  you,  tho'  you  be  in 
the  dark  in  others.  If  a  child  cannot  go,  yet  if  it  can 
fuck;  if  it  cannot  fuck,  yet  if  it  can  cry ;  if  it  cannct 
cry,  yet  if  it  can  breathe,  it  is  a  mark  of  life:  fo,  there 
may  be  breathings  in  the  foul,  that  are  evidential  of  life 
and  faith,  when  other  things  are  hid.  O  try  yourfelves, 
and  look  to  God  to  fekrch  and  try  yoil !  it  is  by  his 
judgment  you  fl:and  or  fall. 

Secondly^  Let  us  try  our  Gofpel-obedlence^  or  our  walk- 
ing in  Chrift.  Chrift  is  the  way  to  heaven,  and  faith 
is  the  way  to  Chrift :  This  faith  hath  two  offices,  the  one 
is  acceptance,  and  the  other  is  dependance:  O!  what  a 
mercy  is  it  that  we,  who  are  by  nature  out  of  the  way, 
have  the  way  to  heaven  fet  before  us,  namely,  Chrift ; 
and  the  way  to  this  way,  namely,  faith;  and  the  nature 
and  office  of  this  faith  :  the  firft  office  of  it  is  accept- 
ance,  or  the  reception  of  Chrift  •.  tiv^  fecond  office  of  it, 
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is   depcndance  on  him,  or  walking  in  him :  and  both 
thele  are  here  before  us  in  the  text;  As  ye  have  received 
Cbrift  J  ejus  the  Lord^  fo  walk  ye  in  bim.  Here  is  a  very- 
large  field,  and  it  is  not  poffibie  to  travel  through  it  all ; 
for  it  concerns  both  the  internal  difpofition,  and  thfe  ex- 
ternal converfation ;  and  to  both  tliefe  we  mull  have  a 
view,  in  the  progrefs  of  this  trial.     This  walk  in  Chrift 
is  juft  the  obedience  of  faith;   and  when  we  propofe  to 
try  this,  it  is  all  one  as  to  try,  whether  or  not  we  be 
living  the  life  t)f  faith  ;  for,   as  to  receive  Chrift,  is  to 
come  to  him  by  faith;  fo,  to  walk  in  him,  is  to  live  on 
.  him  by  faith  ;  for,  to  walk  in  Chrift,  is  to  walk  by  faith, 
Tis  we  have  received  him  ;  or  fuitably  to  the  reception 
of  him,  as  I  (hewed  at  length  on  the  doctrinal  part,  and 
might  refume  it  by  way  of  trial;  but  becaufe  I  enlarg- 
ed  fo  much  upon  it  then,  Ihall  offer  fome  particulars 
diftin£t,  at  leaft  in  the  enlargement,  from  what  I  then 
propofed  and  profecuted.    To  be  fure  thofe  do  not  walk 
in  Chrift,  whom  I  fpoke  of  in  the  ufe  of  reproof,  that 
habitually  walk  in  the  darknefs  of  ignorance  and  error; 
that  walk  in  vanity  and  profanity;  that  walk  in  lies  and 
flander ;  that  walk  in  proud  felf  and  fuperftition  ;  that 
walk  in  carnal  liberty,  in  rioting  and  drunkennefs,  cham- 
bering and  wantonRefs  ;  yea,  Siefe  that  never  received 
Chrift,  are  not  capable  of  this  walking  in  him ;   and 
therefore  th^  root  of  this  walk  is  the  reception  of  Qirift, 
concerning  which  I .  offered  fome  marks  before.     Now, 
I  infift  the  longer  upon  tliis  ufe  of  trial,  not  only  be- 
caufe we  may  thereby  try  ourfelves,  but  alfo  therein  be 
further  inftrufted,  concerning  tlie  nature  and  excellency 
of  this  walk.     There  are  two  general  heads  I  propofe 
in  this  part  of  the  ufe  of  trial,  whether  we  know  or  not, 
what  it  is  to  walk  in  Chrift,  namely,  i.  To  try  by  the 
fcriptural  qualities  of  it.     2.  By  the  gofpel  provifion  for 
it. 

i/>.  Try  this  Chriftian  walk,  or  walking  in  Chrift,  by 
the  fcriptural  qualities  of  it.     And, 

I.  It  is  a  mixed  walk:  this  we  may  view  co^cerni^iig 
it  more  generally ;  it  is  a  mixed  kind  of  a  walk,  inter- 
woven with  a  great  many  viciffitudes  :  as  long  as  be- 
lievers are  in  this  vsiXicy  of  tears,  fom^tAxa^^  X\i^^  >*i^2i^ 
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in  the  light  of  God's  countenance,  fometimes  they  walk 
in  darknefs;  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  15.  ''  Bleffed  are  the  people 
that  know  the  joyful  found ;  they  fhall  walk,  O  Lord, 
in  the  light  of  thy  countenance."  Ifa.  1.  10.  "  Who  is 
among  you  that  feareth  the  Lord,  that  obeyeth  the  voice 
of  his  Servant,  that  walketh  in  darknefs  and  hath  no 
light  ?"  It  is  a  changeable  kind  of  walk,  not  in  refpeft 
of  the  believer's  ftate,  nor  yet  his  habitual  tendency  to- 
wards  God  and  heaven ;  but  in  refpeft  of  his  inward 
frame  and  outward  condition ;  he  is  like  a  man  that,  in 
a  journey,  is  fometimes  going  up  hill,  and  fonietimes 
down  ;  fometimes  in  a  valley,  and  fometimes  on  a  moun- 
tain ;  fometimes  meets  with  a  piece  of  dirty  way;  fome- 
times with  a  more  plain  and  eafy  road.  It  is  faid  of  the 
wicked,  Becaufe  tbey  have  no  cbatiges^  therefore  they  fear 
not  God :  It  is  true,  the  wicked  may  have  their  outward 
changes,  from  profperity  to  adverlity ;  yea,  and  their  in- 
ward changes,  from  an  ill  mood  to  a  good  mood ;  but  as 
they  are  ftill  always  the  fame  thing;  fo  their  moft  re- 
markable changes  differ  from  the  changes  of  God*3  peo- 
ple, whofe  mixed  walk,  and  interchangeable  circum- 
Ilances,  do  mainly  confift  in  their  feeling  fometimes  the 
fmiles,  and  fometimes  the  frowns  of  the  Lord  :  now  he 
fhines,  and  then  he  hides  ;  now  he  is  prefent,  and  then 
he  is  abfent:  "  I  faid,  my  mountain  ftandeth  ftrong;  but 
lo,  thou  didft  hide  thy  face,  and  I  was  troubled.*'  The 
changes  of  the  hypocrite,  is  like  that  of  a  ftone  put  into  the 
fire ;  it  is  changed  from  cold  to  hot,  but  it  is  a  hard  ftone 
ftill:  but  that  of  a  believer,  is  like  gold  put  into  the  fire;  it 
is  tried  and  purified  thereby,  and  purged  from  fome  drofs. 
2.  It  is  a  denied  walk:  To  walk  in  Chrift,  is  as  much 
as  to  walk,  not  in  ourfelves ;  the  man  is  denied  to  him- 
felf,  and  his  own  underftanding  and  wifdom ;  to  his 
own  ftrength  and  righteoufnefs.  The  difciple  of  Chrift 
muft  deny  himfelf,  and  have  no  confidence  in  the  flefti : 
hence  it  is  called,  a  walking  humbly  with  our  God, 
Micah  vi.  8.  Auguftine  being  aft^ied,  What  was  the  firft 
grace?  Anfwered,  Humility:  What  is  the  fecond?  Anf- 
wered,  Humility:  What  is  the  third?  Anfwered,  Hu- 
mility. Indeed  it  is  the  varnifti  of  every  grace ;  and  God 
^/ves  ^race  $0  tb^  humble  ;  \i^  lo\ts  to  Is^y  ^^^^  wines  in 
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the  loweft  cellars.  The  motto  of  a  humble  faint  is. 
Poor  and  needy;  poor  infpirit:  and  here  the  pooreft  are 
the  richeft ;  the  man  is  empty  in  himfelf,  but  fiill  in 
Chrift;  hath  nothing  in  himfelf,  but  hath  all  in  Chrift; 
and  is  filled  with  felf-debafing,  God-exalting,  grace- 
admiring  thoughts-,  faying  with  Jacob,  "  I  am  lefs  than 
the  leaft  of  thy  mercies,"  Gen.  xxii.  10.;  and  with  Job, 
*t  I  abhor  myfelf,  and  repent  in  duft  and  afhes."  And 
with  Afaph,  ^*  So  foolifti  was  I  and  ignorant,  I  was  as 
a  beaft  before  thee."  And  with  Agur,  "  I  am  more 
brutiih  tlian  any  man."  And  with  Ilaiah,  "  I  am  un- 
clean.'' And  with  Paul,  ''  I  am  the  chief  of  fmners^ 
and  the  leaft  of  faints."  It  is  a  humble  and  denied  walk; 
the  man  is  denied  to  himfelf,  brought  out  of  himfelf. 

3.  It  is  a  dependant  walk:  it  is  a  living  by  faith  in  the 
Son  of  Gt)d,  and  dependance  on  him  ;  like  the  fpoufe, 
*'  Going  up  from  the  wildernefs,  leaning  on  theBeloved," 
As  it  is  with  a  woman,  fhe  firft  gives  her  confent,  and 
becomes  a  wife  :  and  then,  being  a  wife,  fhe  looks  upon 
her  hufcand,  as  the  only  perfon  to  fupply  her,  proteft 
her,  comfort  her,  and  provide  for  her  :  fo  it  is  with 
faith,  it  firft  efpoufes  the  foul  to  Chrift,  takes  him  as  a 
Lord  and  Huft)and ;  and  then  cafts  all  the  proviiion  of 
the  foul  upon  him,  all  fupplies  and  helps;  'trufts  on  him 
for  righteoufnefs,  for  pardon  of  fin,  for  grace,  for 
ftrength,  for  comfort,  for  eternal  life  ;  and  commits  all 
to  him,  2  Tim.  i.  12.  "  I  know  in  whom  I  have  believed, 
fand  I  am  perfuaded  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have 
committed  unto  him  againft  that  day."  Though  other 
things  Ihould  all  fail,  faith  depends  upon  Chrift  :  when 
the  fpider's  wel5  is  fwept  down,  when  the  cob- webs  of 
creature-confidences  are  fwept  down,  faith  will  fee  a  fure 
•foundation  to  reft  upon  :  **  Tho'  the  fig-tree  fliould  not 
bloffom,  neither  Ihall  fruit  be  in  the  vines;  the  labour  of 
the  olive  fhall  fail,  and  the  fields  ftiall  yield  no  meat,  the 
flock  ihall  be  cut  off*  from  the  fold,  and  there  fliall  be  no 
herd  in  the  ftalls:  Yet  I  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  I  will 
joy  in  the  God  of  my  falvation,"  Hab.  iii.  17,  18.  He 
that  hath  crutches,  it  he  lean  not  on  them  in  his  walking, 
take  away  his  crutches  and  he  will  walk  ftill ;  but  take 
awa/  a  crippk^s  crutches  that  goes  "a^ti  )ivOTv^  ^-a^V^ 
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comes  to  the  ground  prefently  :  fo,  if  we  did  not,  like 
cripples,  lean  upon  thefe  outward  things,  or  outward 
frames,  we  would  not  be  fo  eafy  thrown  down,  in 
their  removal.  To  walk  in  Ghrift  is  to  depend  upon 
him  ;  it  is  a  dependant,  a  believing  walk  ;  leaning  up- 
on the  word  of  God,  his  bare  word  :  and  indeed,  if 
a  man  of  worth  ftiould  be  alked  a  pawn,  and  not  credit- 
ed  upon  his  word,  he  would  .  take  it  in  ill  part :  what  a 
fliame  is  it,  that  we  cannot  credit  God,  without  pawn 
and  caution! 

4.  It  is  ah  extenfive  walk  :  what  is  faid  of  tlie  com- 
mandment of  God,  we  may  fay  of  this  walk  ;  "I  have 
feen  ^  end  of  all  perfeftion,  but  thy  commandments  are 
exceeding  broad."  It  is  a  narrow  and  ftrait  way  indeed, 
in  regard  of  its  difficulty  to  nature,  and  the  paucity  of 
thofe  that  walk  in  it ;  but  it  is  broad  in  itfelf,  in  refpeft 
of  its  extent.  This  walk  of  Chrift  extends  to  all  the  com- 
mandments of  God  ;  for  the  man  that  walks  in  Chrift, 
hath  a  refpeft  to  all  God's  commands.  It  extends  to  all 
the  duties  of  religion,  and  to  all  the  graces  of  the  Spirit. 
It  extends  to  all  the  motions  of  the  heart,  and  all  the 
anions  of  life  ;  to  every  thought,  word,  and  deed.  In 
all  thefe,  we  are  called  to  walk  in  Chrift  by  faith.  Yea, 
it  extends  to  .all  the  circumftances  of  the  believer's  life; 
to  all  the  indigencies  of  his  life  ;  and  all  the  exigencies 
of  his  foul;  for.  The  juft  Jhall  live  by  faith ^  Rom.  i.  17. 
Where  is  the  believer  on  earth,  but  hath  the  fenfible 
feeling  ftill  of  fome  diftrefs  or  other,  inward  or  outward; 
whether  it  be  fenfe  of  fin,  or  fenfe  of  guilt,  or  fenfe  of 
corruption,  or  fenfe  of  temptation,  or  fenfe  of  defertion, 
or  fenfe  of  wickednefs,  or  fenfe  of' want,  or  fenfe  of  af- 
lliftiou  from  God,  or  fenfe  of  contradiction  from  the 
world  ?  Now,  in  all  thefe,  he  is  to  live  by  faith,  and 
to  walk  in  Chrift,  knowing  there  is  enough  in  him  to 
anfwer  all.  The  foul  cannot  be  caft  into  any  fea,  but 
Chrift  is  a  fure  Ihip  and  fafe  harbour.  To  walk  in  him, 
is  to  improve  him  in  every  cafe,  and  to  truft  in  him  for 
relief,  in  every  exigency.  A  man  is  faid  to  walk,  not 
merely  when  he  hath  feet  to  walk  with,  but  when  he  is 
making  uie  of  his  feet,  to  carry  him  on  his  way  :  .  even 
io,  a  J72an  walks  in  Chrift,  not  m^rdy  when  he  hath 
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faith,  and  hath  received  Chriil,  but  wlien  he  is  by  faitli 
improving  Chrift,  in  every  time  of  need,  for  pardon^ 
light,  life,  liberty,  comfort,  and  coniniunication  :  the 
habit  and  quality  of  faith  is  one  tlnng ;  the  ufc  and  ex- 
crcife  of  faith  is  another.  A  nnm  is  faid  to  live  by  bread, 
not  when  he  hath  it  in  his  cup-board;  but  v/hen  iie  takes 
and  eats  it :  {o^  to  live  by  faith,  is  to  put  foirh  to  ex- 
ercife ;  to  bring  tbe  pitcher  tt)  the  Vvxll  and  draw  wa- 
ter. Why,  fays  the  man  that  is  walking  in  Chrili:, 
there  is  corruption  working  a|.^ain  ;  but  I  v/ill  away  to 
Chrift  again  to  fubdue  it :  Satan  renews  his  temptati- 
ons, but  I  will  renew  my  addrefs  to  Chrift  ;  lie  will  a- 
gain  bruife  Satan  under  my  feet:  my  comforts  are  gone, 
but  I  will  go  to  Chrift;  he  will  come  again,  and  my  joy 
fliall  be  full.  The  life  of  faith  is  a  multiplied  work,  and 
a  repeated  work  ;  it  leads  the  foul  often  to  loc^k,  even 
for  the  fame  kind  of  Jupply.  To  live  by  faith,  is  to 
keep  houfe  with  Chrift,  and  to  be  his  daily  gueft;  to  re- 
ly upon  him  as  often  as  we  have  need,  and  to  draw  ftill 
from  the  fame  fountain. 

5.  This  walk  in  Chrift,  is  a  gofpel-walk;  ^'  Only  let 
your  converfation  be, as  it  becometh  thegofpel  of  Chrift,*' 
Phil,  i.  27.  It  is  under  a  gofpel -conduct ;  according  to 
a  gofpei-rule;  from  a  gofpel-motive ;  in  a  gofpel-manner ; 
to  a  gofpel-end ;  and  by  a  gofpel-fpirit,  v/hich  were  a 
large  theme,  if  I  could  infift  upon  it. — This  gofpel-walk 
hath  gofpel-holinefs  in  it,  and  fo  it  is  a  holy  walk;  ^'  Ee 
ye  holy  as  I  am  holy:  holinefs  becometh  his  houie  for 
ever:  And  witibout  holinefs,  no  man  fliall  fee  tlie  Lord.'* 
It  hath  gofpel-circumfpeftion  in  it,  and  fo  it  is  called  a 
pir^umfpeft  walk;  *'  See  that  ye  walk  circumfpedly,  net 
as  fools,  but  as  wife,  redeeming  tlie  time,  becaufe  the 
days  are  evil.'* — And  a  watchful  walk,  knowing  that 
there  is  a  deceitful  heart  within,  a  flattering  world  with- 
out, and  a  tempting  devil  going  about  us:  tlierefore, 
what  Chrift  fays  to  one,  he  fays  to  all,  watch. — It  hath 
a  gofpel-uprightnefs  in  it ;  and  fo  it  is  called  an  upright 
walk;  "  He  that  walketh  uprightly,  walketh  furely :  The 
way  of  the  Lord  is  ftreight  to  the  upright:  He  will  give 
grace  and  glory,  and  no  good  thing  v/ill  lie  w\\ivo\d  ixe.Tcv 
them  that  walk  uprightly. ^^ — It  hath  a  ^o^^viVot^^x  vc\ 

Vol.  Ill  t  K  '^"^ 


"J 


14^  The  Duty  of  Receiving  Christ, 

it;  and  fj  it  Is  called  a  well-ordered  walk;  *'  To  him  that 
ordercth  liis  CvTiVerfation  aright,  will  I  fhew  the  I'alvation 
of  God."  And  as  a  wiilk  is  orderly,  vvnen  a  man  gives 
every  dut}'-  its  proper  time  and  place,  and  fuffers  not  one 
to  clalh  with  another,  or  one  to  Ihuiile  out  another ;  fo, 
gofpel-order  in  our  walk,  will  make  a  man  bring  all  from 
Chrift,  and  then  improve  all  fca*  him;  it  makes  a  man 
live  upon  him  as  the  Alpha  of  his  life,  and  to  him  as 
the  Omega  of  it. — In  a  word,  a  gofpel-walk  hatli  a  gof- 
fpel  fpirit  influencing  it.;  and  fo  it  is  a  chearful  walk,  ac- 
cording to  the  meafure  of  the  Spirit;  The  joy  of  the  Lord^ 
is  the  mansftrengtb:  and  this  joy  is  not  inconfiftent  with 
gofpel-forrow;  for  it  may  be,  and  frequently  is,  both  a  joy- 
ful and  a  mournful  walk  at  once ;  for  a  man  never  begins 
to  mourn  as  a  child,  till  he  hath  faith  to  fee  God  as  a 
Father;  the  gracious  looks  of  Chrift  are  the  fprings  of 
gofpel-repentance :  And  bleffed  are  they  that  thus  mouruy 
for  they  fnall  he  comforted. 

6.  This  walk  of  Chrift,  it  is  a  heavenly  walk :  the 
m?.n  that  walks  in  Chrift,  hath  his  converfation  in  hea- 
ven, where  Chrift  is,  Phil.  iii.  20.  There  is  here  ahea- 
venlinefs  of  thought:  the  man  in  this  walk  comes  to  be 
heavenly  minded;  at  leaft  he  is  burdened,  that  he  can- 
not get  his  thoughts  placed  on  heavenly  things,  and 
beft  pleafed  with  himfelf,  when  he  gets  his  heart  fet  in 
lieaven.  There  is  a  heavenlinefs  of  fpeech  that  he  en- 
deavours, when  he  is  walking  in  Chrift ;  a  heavenlinefs 
of  language ;  a  heavenlinefs  of  afFefilions  ;  a  heavenli- 
nefs of  trading  by  faith  and  prayer,  drawing  bills  of  ex- 
change, as  it  were,  upon  Chrift  for  whatever  he  ftands 
in  need  of.  How  unluitable  is  it  for  them,  that  have 
received  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord,  to  have  an  earthly  walk! 
like  the  bird  they  call  a  lapwing,  that  hath  a  crown  up- 
on his  head,  and  yet  feeds  upon  excrements.  Hath  the 
Lord  crowned  you  with  loving-kindnefs,  and  yet  do  you 
live  upon  the  dung  of  this  world  ;  mad6  you  an  heir  to 
.  a  kingdom,  and  yet  you  ly  tumbling  among  afhes  ?  If 
God  hath  given  you  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  and 
yet  j'-ou  are  auxioufly  careful  about  the  drops,  that  are 
m  the  broken  ciftern  ;   furely  you  are  not  walking  in 
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Ghrifl:.     The  faint  that  doth  not  live  above  the  vC^orld, 
he  lives  beneath  himfelf. 

7.  It  is  a  iledfail  walk;  Ec  yc pedfaft  and  unmo'oeabh^ 
I  Cor.  XV.  58.  It  is  progrellive,  and  yet  fledfall ;  for^ 
as  I  have  formerly  obferved,  the  very  word  walking^ 
imports  progrefs  and  permanency.  There  is  a  conilant 
progrefs  in  it;  "  The  ri^^htcous  holdeth  en  his  w'ay,  and 
he  that  haih  clean  liands,  v/axcth  ftronger  and  ftrongcr. 
The  path  of  the  juft  is  as  the  fhining  light,  that  Ihincth 
more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day."  True  grace  is 
cf  a  growing  nature.  It  is  true,  the  believer  may  not  be 
fenfible  of  his  gnnvth,  as  we  do  not  fee  ourfelvcs  or  o- 
thers  grow;  but  that  we  are  grown,  is  plain;  neither  do 
we  fee  how  much  the  light  increafes,  by  every  Itep  of 
the  fun's  riling  higher;  it  is  by  imperceptible  inftances 
or  degrees.  When  power  of  refilling  temptati.>ns,  and 
mortifying  lufts,  wiiich  before  were  too  hard  for  us  dv^th 
appear,  w^e  may  fee  our  growth;  as  we  fee  our  fliadows 
are  Ihortened,  when  the  fun  rifes  higher,  but  how  much 
in  a  minute  we  fee  not;  yet  it  is  a  progreflive  walk.  If 
the  believer  be  not  walking  forward,  he  is  not  walking 
in  Chrifl ;  for,  when  he  walks  in  Chrift,  he  is  always 
coming  fpeed :  and  this  walk  in  Chrift,  or  living  by- 
faith  on  him,  is  the  only  ftedfaft  and  abiding  life  and 
walk.  Though  the  mariners,  when  they  put  to  fea, 
may  quickly  lofe  fight  of  land,  yet  they  never  lofe  fight 
of  heaven ;  how  f^r  foever  they  fail,  in  whatever  tem- 
peft,  yet  ftill,  if  they  look  up,  they  will  fee  the  fame 
heaven  :  even  fo,  the  man  that  walks  in  Chrift,  and 
lives  by  faith,  his  faith  never  lofes  its  fight  of  its  rock ; 
he- may  lofe  fight  of  land,  fight  of  friends,  fight  of  relati- 
ons, and  enjoyments  of  time,  and  all  human  props;  but 
faith  afiled,  will  never  lofe  fight  of  God,  and  Chrift,  and 
the  promife:  though  all  fenfible  enjoyments  fly  off,  yet 
the  man  who  lives  by  faith,  is  at  no  lofs  :  What  can  he 
lack,  who  hath  him  that  is  all  in  all  ? 

.  8.  It  is  a  familiar  walk;  So  %>ialk  ye  in  him*  O!  who 
can  walk  more  familiarly,  one  with  another,  than  this, 
for  one  to  walk  in  another?  Walk  in  biml  T^o  cannot 
v)alli  together^  except  they  be  agreed'  here  is  the  {W^^Ve^ 
agreemei2t  and  familiarity.  There  are  {Qvet^\  aSl^  <2»l  i-a.- 
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miliarity,  by  which  this  intimate  walk  is  expreffed  in 
fcripturc;  and  each  of  them  might  alfo  be  matter  for  our 
trial,  whether  we  know  this  familiar  walk.  There  is 
commimion  between  Chrifl  and  the  believer;  ''  Truly 
our  fellowihip  is  witli  the  Father,  and  vvitli  the  Son,  thro* 
the  Spirit.  He  fups  with  tliem,  and  they  with  him." — 
There  is  communication;  "  The  fccrct  of  the  Lord  is 
with  them;"  and  they  impart  their  fecrets  to  him.— - 
There  is  cohabitation;  he  dwells  in  them  by  his  ^Spirit; 
*'  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you.  I  in  them,  and  thou 
in  me,  that  they  may  be  one  in  us:''  and  they  dwell  in 
him  by  faith. — There  is  co -ambulation;  he  walks  with 
them,  and  they  'walk  with  him;  ^'  He  walks  in  the  midft 
of  the  golden  candlefticks:"  they  fliall  walk  with  him 
all  the  day  long. — There  is  confabulation;  he  fpeaks'to 
them,  and  they  to  him:  they  converfe  together:  ^'  Thou 
.'faidll.  Seek  ye  my  face;  my  heart  faid  unto  thee,  Thy 
face,  Lord,  will  I  feek." — There  is  mutual  vifitation;  he 
vifits  them  in  a  way  of  grace,  and  they  him  in  a  way  cf 
duty. — There  is  mutual  feafting  and  banquetting;  **  He 
brought  me  to  the  banquetting-houfe,and  his  banner  over 
me  was  love." — There  is  mutual  falutation  and  embrace- 
ment;  they  greet  each  other  with  a  holy  kifs :  "  Let  him 
kifs  me  with  the  kiffes  of  his  mouth;  for  his  love  is  better 
than  Vv'ine."  And  they  learn  to  kifs  the  Son,  left  he  be 
angry. — But  I  enlarge  not  upon  thefe  now:  what  know 
you  of  thefe  things,  when  thus  you  fee  v/hat  fort  of  a 
walk  it  is,  this  walking  in  Chrift? — Try  yourfelves,  by 
Tearching  into  the  fcriptural  qualities  of  it. 

idly^  Try  this  walk  by  the  gospel-provision  for  it. 
All  that  know  this  walk,  and  truly  walk  in  Ghrift^  they 
•are  provided  for  the  journey:  God  fends  none  a  ware- 
fare  on  their  own  charges  ;  nor  doth  call  any  to  walk  in 
him,  without  providing  them  for  the  way.  And  there 
are  thefe  eight  things  that  travellers  need  for  their 
journey,  and  all  thefe  things  fpiritual  travellers  have 
in  Chrift  ;  yea,  and  communicate  from  him,  according 
to  the  exigencies  of  their  journey. 

I.  The  traveller  muft  have  a  guide  to  direSt  him: 
even  foj  if  yQ  walk  in  Chrift,  ye  have  a  guide  ;  Chrift 
hinifclf  is  the  guide:  "  TVv\s  God  \^  o^ait  G^iot  ^e.t 
frnd  Qvcty  and  v/ill  be  gur  gu.\de  eN^u\«xto  iifc'^ScL^''--^'^ 
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is  a  flvilful  guide,  that  knows  every  flep  of  the  way, — ^A 
faithful  guide,  that  doth  not  miflead  his  people. — ^A  ten- 
der guide,  that  helps  the  weak  traveller. — And  a  conti- 
nual guide,  that  never  leaves  them  nor  forfakes  them.-— 
Now,  what  know  you  of  his  guiding  you  by  his  v^^ord  and 
Spirit  ?  Do  you  ever  hear  the  voice  behind  you,  faying, 
This  is  the  Kuay^  Kvalk  ye  in  it^  when  you  go  to  the  right- 
hand,  or  to  the  left  ?  And  have  ycu  been  made  to  refign 
yourfelves  to  his  conducl  ? 

2.  The  traveller  muft  have  light,  for  it  is  hard  to  walk 
in  the  dark ;  and  fight,  that  his  eye  may  be  upon 
the  road  :  for  though  a  traveller  have  light,  yet  if  he 
ftiut  his  eyes,  or  fuifcr  them  to  gaud,  or  to  wander, 
without  noticing  the  way,  he  i3  ready  to  ftumble,  or  turn 
afide  ;  lb  the  fpiritual  traveller,  that  walks  in  Chrill,  he 
gets  light  and  figlit :  and  indeed  Chrill  hirafelf  is  his* 
light ;  for,  "  He  is  the  light  of  the  ivorld:  and  his  Spirit 
is  given  to  the  believer,  as  a  Spirit  of  wifdom  and  reve- 
lation; and  it  is  he  that  gives  him  fight  as  well  as  lights 
and  fixes  his  eye:   hence  prays  the  Pfalmift,  ''  Turn 

•away  mine  eyes  from  beholding  vanity,  and  quicken  me 
in  thy  way,"  Pfal.  cxix.  37.  Right  walking  is  influenced 
-by  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrill:  the  more  we 
know  of  Chrift,  the  more  will  we  walk  in  him ;  yea, 
^nd  the  more  we  walk  in  him,  the  more  will  v/e  know 
him:  He  that  doth  his  will,  fhall  know  his  do£lrine : 
they  influence  one-another.  ^ven  as  the  body  warms 
the  cloaths,  and  then  the  cloaths  v/arm  the  body  :  fo, 
the  knowledge  of  Chrift  leads  to  gofpel-pradlice ;  and 
gofpel-pra£tice  leads  to  more  knowledge. 

3.  The  traveller  muft  have  a  cordial,  that  he  faint 
not  by  the  way  :  even  fo,  they  that  walk  in  Chrift  have 
a  cordial  provided;  and  indeed  Chrift,  who  is  the  way,, 
is  alfo  the  cordial ;  for,  he  is  the  confolation  of  Ifrael : 
and  he  affords  them  foraetimes  ftrong  confolation,  fo  as 
the  joy  of  the  Lord  is  their  ftrehgth.  Wifdom'* s  ways  are 
pleafantnefs^  though  the  world  reproach  it  as  a  melan- 
choly way. — ^Now,  what  know  you  of  the  gofpel-cor- 
dial,  or.  of  the  intimations  of  divine  love,  filling  your 
hearts,  at  fometimes,  with  joy  unfpcalcable,  and  peace 
that  paffeth  all  natural  underftanding;    TVvv^Vs.  >n\v^vV^ 
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safibrds,  now  and  then,  to  tliofe  that  walk  in  him:  he 
hath  provided  public  inns  for  their  refrefhment  and  en- 
tcrr.  /mraent ;  and  thefe  are  the  public  ordinances  of  his 
graee  ;  the  banqaetting-houfes,  where  he  fatiates  and 
i(  «ace3  his  people  with  himfelf,  on  the  feaftof  fat  things, 
even  the  true  bread  that  cometh  down  from  heaven,  and 
difplays  his  banner  of  love  over  them. 

4,  The  traveller  muii  have  a  purfe  and  money  to  bear 
Jiis  expejnces:  even  fo,  they  that  walk  in  Chrift,  they  get 
unfearchable  riches  in  him;  Out  of  bis  fulnefs  tbey  re- 
ceive^ and  grace  for  grace-  they  get  what  they  need,  tho' 
not  always  what  they  would;  but  he  is  a  wife  difpenfer, 
and  thev  have  enough  in  him:  yea,  are  complete  in  him; 
^n.  wnoin  is  fulnefs  of  merit  for  their  juftitication,  and 
fulnefs  of  Spirit  for  their  fanftification :  Money  that  en* 
fwers  all  things;  yca,  durable  riches  and  righteoufnefs ; 
jriches  that  will  not  rot  in  the  grave,  nor  take  the  wings 
of  the  morning  and  fly  away,  as  temporal  enjoyments  do: 
liere  is  enough  to  pay  all  his  charges,  fatisfy  all  his  cre- 
ditors, and  anfwer  all  the  law-pleas  of  the  devil,  of  con- 
fcience,  yea,  of  juftice,  and  the  law  itfelf. — Know  you 
what  it  is,  man,  to  be  fupplied  out  of  this  ftock  ? 

5.  The  traveller  muft  have  armour  for  his  journey: 
even  fo,  they  that  walk  in  Chrift^  they  get  weapons  to 
defend  them  from  robbers  and  wild  beafts,  that  are  rea- 
dy to  bereave  them  of  their  life,  and  of  their  goods. 
See  the  Chriiiian's  complete  armour,  Eph.  vi.  11, — 17. 
You  have  the  feveral  pieces  of  arlnour  there  mentioned; 
and  Chrift  himfelf  is  the  great  magazine  of  this  military 
provifion  :  the  traveller  walks  in  Chrift,  and  in  him 
hath  all  thefe  pieces  of  armour ;  therefore  is  called, 
to  be  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  6f  his  might. 
Arc  you  acquaint  with  this  way  of  travelling,  and  walk- 
ing in  arms,  depending  on  the  power  of  a  Mediator,  to 
fight  all  your  battles  againft  fin  and  Satan  ? 

6.  A  traveller  muft  have  a  girdle  for  his  loins,  to 
keep  up  his  loofe  garments,  and  to  keep  his  loins  firm, 
that  he  do  not  weary  with  the  length  of  his  journey : 
Even  fo,  they  that  walk  in  Chrift,  need  to  gird  up  the 
loins  of  their  mind,  as  the  apoflle  cxprefles  it ;  and  to 
}inv^  thqiv  lo'ms  girt  about  wilh Itulh^  E^h,  vi,  14.  Now, 
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as  Chrift  is  the  w/zj,  fo  he  is  the  truths  and  can  give 
trutli  in  the  inward  part;  and  therefore  will  provide  them 
of  a  girdle:  "  His  truth  Ihall  be  thy  Ihield  and  buckler,'* 
Pfal.  xci.  4.  Spiritual  travt^Uers  are  therefore  taught 
the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jefus:  both  the  truth,  in  refpeft  of 
gofpel-principles;  and  the  truth  of  God  in  his  promife. 

7.  The  traveller  mud  have  Ihoes  for  his  feet :  even  ib, 
they  that  walk  in  Chrift,  they  muft  have  their  feet  fhod 
with  the  preparation  of  the  gofpel  of  peace;  that  is,  with 
a  heart  prepared  to  adhere  to  the  gofpel,  and  abide  by  it: 
now,  this  preparation  of  the  heart  is  from  the  Lord. 
Do  you  find  your  heart  prepared,  fortified,  and  ftrength- 
ened  by  his  grace,  notwichftanding  of  difficulties  that  are 
in  the  way  of  adhering  to  his  truth,  his  gofpel,  his  caufc, 
and  his  intereft  in  the  world  ? 

8.  The  traveller  muft  have  a  ftafF  in  his  hand,  to 
help  him  forward,  and  to  lean  upon  :  even  fo,  they  that 
walk  in  Chrift,  have  a  ftaft'  put  in  their  hand  ;  ^*  Thy 
rod  and  thy  ftafF,  they  comfort  me,*'  Pfal.  xxiii.  4.  And, 
what  is  the  ftafF  they  lean  upon  ?  CuHist  himfelf  is 
the  ijiain  ftaft';  *^  She  goeth  up  from  the  wildernefs^ 
leaning  upon  her  Beloved."     More  particularly, 

(i.)  The  ftafF  of  his  all-fufficiency  :  faith  God  to 
Abraham,  ''I  am  God  all-fufficient,  walk  before  me  :'* 
I  have  enough  in  myfelf,  and  enough  for  every  creature; 
as  the  fun  hath  light  enough  for  a  whole  world,  and  a 
fountain  of  water  enough  for  a  whole  country.  Walk 
before  me:  if  yoii  want  light,  you  will  look  to  the  fun  ; 
if  you  want  water,  you  will  go  to  the  fpring  ;  and  fo, 
if  you  want  any  good,  will  you  not  look  up  to  me,  v/ho 
am  goodnefs  itfelf,  and  infinitely  able  to  fuccour  ;  All- 
fufficiency  itfelf,  and  infinitely  able  to  fupply  ?  There 
is  a  ftrong;  ftalF. 

(2.)  The  ftafF  of  his  promife  ;  as  when  God  fays,  *^  I 
am  thy  Ihield,  and  thy  exceeding  great  reward:  Fear  not, 
for  I  am  with  the^;  I  will  uphold  thee  with  the  right-hand 
of  ray  righteoufnefs."  Not  only  have  I  all  good,  all-fuffi* 
ciency,  but  there  is  a  promife,  might  he  fay,  that  all 
the  good  I  can  do,  I  will  do  it  for  thee.  There  is  no 
particular  want  of  the  believer,  but  hath  a  partici  iat^ 
promife.     If  70U  knew  a  man  to  be  iuSvcv^xvt^  W-i^  v^ 

K4  ^^^-^^ 
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have  an  eftate  worth  tea  thoufand  pounds,  and  all  free, 
you  would  I'jon  truft  him  for  an  hundred  pounds  :  but 
if  he  Jhoukl  tell  you  particularly^  and  fay,  Friend,  I 
have  a  great  eltate,  and  1  pray  thee,  if  tliou  haft  need 
of  any  thing,  at  any  time,  repair  to  me,  I  give  thee  my 
v/ord,  and  if  that  be  not  enough,  my  bond  and  feal, 
that  I  will  help  thee;  it  were  enough,  he  needed  fay  no 
more.  Yet,  thus  faith  the  Lord  to  the  man  that  hath 
received  Chrift,  Not  only  am  I  an  all-fufficient  God, 
but  I  promife  that  I  wijl  give  thee  grace  and  glory,  and 
v/ith-hold  no  good  thipg  from  thee:  as  true  as  I  am  God, 
/  will  not  i,\7ve  Hjce^  nor  forfck^  tbee*  Is  not  this  an  ex- 
ceil  jut  ^l  M*  to  lean  upon: 

(3.)  The  ILili' .r-  h;i  pcwer:  Whatever  God  promif- 
eth,  lie  is  iible  to  make  good.  Many  a  man  is  undone 
by  iliretvihip  ;  lie  iaffers  himfelf  to  be  bound  beyond 
hij  abi'ity  :  but  it  is  net  fo  v/ith  God.  If  a  fubjcck  pro- 
mil -J  t)  relc  '.fe  and  pardon  a  malefactor,  it  is  notliing; 
he  i:^  not  tr.ifr  ^'],  becauiV  he  hath  not  power  of  life  or 
death.  Il  a  ^.o^.t  man  promife  to  difcharge  a  great  debt, 
nobody  will  cr-dit  bis  promife  ;  becauie  his  ability  is 
not  anfwerable  to  his  undertakings:  But  behold  here, 
Ghrill  hath  ability  to  make  good  all  his  promifes  :  he 
hath  promifed  great  things  ;  to  pardon  great  fins,  to 
conquer  great  temptations,  to  fubdue  great  corruptions, 
to  convey  great  confolations.  Well,  but  he  is  a  great 
Gxl;  is  any  thin,':^  too  h?vrd  for  him?  Do  your  particu- 
lar wants  flill  incrcafe  and  renew  thsmfelves?  Well,  as 
veffels  whigh  we  fdl  to-day,  need  a  new  filling  to-mor- 
row ;  the  ttomach  which  v/e  feem  to  fatisfy  juft  now, 
witliiu  a  few  hours  is  empty  and  craving  again :  fo  here, 
the  foul  that  hath  once  tailed  and  feenthat  God  is  good, 
fees  that  this  tafle  is  not  fuflicient  to  fupport  hina,  and 
that  created  fulncfs  will  foon  be  diminiflied,  if  it  is  not 
daily  fupplied,  and  therefore  Hill  wants  more,  faying, 
Evermore  jrive  us  this  bread.  But,  here  lies  the  comfort, 
tliat  thouj^h  the  veffel  be  dry,  the  fountain  is  not ; 
though  the  vefl'el  be  empty,  the  fountain  is  full ;  and 
his  power  to  help  is  a  creating  power;  fuch  as  can  com- 
mand tilings  into  being.     O  v/hat  a  wonderful  ftaff  is 

this! 
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this  !    Do  you  know  what  it  is  to  walk  with  this  ftaff 
in  your  hand  ? 

(4.)  The  ftaff  of  his  fidelity :  behold,  the  promifes 
are  fealed  with  truth;  it  is  God  who  cannot  lie,  who  halh 
promifed:  "  Faithful  is  he  who  hath  promifed,  who  alfo. 
will  do  it."  He  takes  his  own  time,  but  he  will  be  true 
to  his  word  ;  "  Behold,  the  days  come,  faith  the  Lord, 
that  I  will  perform  the  goc^d  thing,  which  I  have  promifed 
to  tlie  houfe  of  Ifrael,  and  to  the  houfe  of  Judah.*' 

(5.)  In  a  word,  Chrill  himi'elf,  and  his  everlafting 
righteoufnefs,  his  meritorious  obedience  to  the  death, 
with  which  God  is  well  pleafed,  and  his  valuable  in- 
terceffion,  whom  God  heareth  always,  is  tije  Itaff  which 
the  believer  leans  upon  :  he  that  is  the  way  tiiey  walk 
in,  is  the  ftaff  they  walk  with,  and  lean  upt/U  ;  for,  in 
him  are  all  the  promifes  Yea  and  Amen ;  und  one  word 
of  promife  from  a  God  in  Chrill,  is  enough  to  faitli* 
If  a  mariner  can  get  to  the  top  of  the  mall,  and  defcry 
but  a  point  of  land,  then  he  is  glad,  and  all  1%  well ;, 
thus  the  believer  by  faith  climbs  to  the  top-maft,  4nd 
fees  the  promife  afar  off',  Heb.  xi.  13-;  and  rejoices  in 
Chrift^  in  whom  it  ftands  faft.  Every  believer  is  ordi- 
narily brought  to  fuch  circumftances,  that,  if  he  do  not 
live  by  faith^  he  cannot  live  at  all :  he  Is  brought 
to  Jehofaphat's  plight ;  "  We  know  not  what  to  do, 
but  our  eyes  are  towards  thee/*  It  is  with  them, 
many  times,  as  with  a  ihip  laden ;  on  a  fudden  it  is 
broken  to  pieces,  and  now  of  neceffity  they  muft  fwim 
to  the  fliore,  to  the  rock;  fo  doth  God  dafti  all  our  lower 
confidences;  he  cracks  our  full  ftate  ;  feparates  us  from 
all  our  fenfible  enjoyments  ;  and,  it  may  be,  gives  not  ^ 
a  heart  to  any  to  Ihow  us  compaflion;  that,  when  forrows 
are  poured  in  on  all  fides,  a  ijnan  may  have  nothing.  \vk 
all  the  world  left  him,  but  God's  Bible,  his  word  of 
promife,  his  Chrift ;  and  here  he  may  reft,  when  all 
means  under  heaven  cannot  give  relief. 

Now,  here  are  the  qualities  of  this  walk  in  Chrift, 
and  here  is  the  ordinary  provifion  that  is  given  believers 
for  this  walk :  a  guide,  a  light,  a  cordial,  a  purfe,  ar- 
mour, a  girdle,  Ihoes,  and  a  ftaff.  What  know  ye  of 
this  walk  in  Chriil?  Thefe  are  fome  fonptvitTA.  %.^<:.c>\x\:*^'^ 
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of  it,  by  which  we  may  try  ourfelves.  I  fear  this  walk 
is  a  myftery  to  many  of  us  :  thefe  that  never  received 
Chrift^  know  nothing  of  it ;  and  many  that  have  receiv- 
ed Chrill,  know  but  too  little  of  this  walk  in  Chrift,  this 
life  of  faith. 

O  man,  woman ;  what  do  ye  think  of  Chrift  ?  and 
'what  do  you  think  of  this  walk  ?  Is  he  not  a  better 
portion  than  all  the  vanities  of  time  can  be  to  you  ? 
Yea,  *'  The  portion  of  Jacob  is  not  like  thefe ;  for,  he 
is  the  former  of  all  things,  and  Ifrael  is  the  rod  of  his 
inheritance;  the  Lord  of  hofts  is  his  name,"  Jer.  li.  19- 
Is  not  this  walk  in  him,  a  better  walk  than  the  world 
are  taking,  who  are  walking  in  the  broad  way,  and  reje£t 
Chrift?  Alas,  Sirs!  however  lightly  you  think  of  Chrift, 
and  his  way  now,  yet  I  will  affure  you,  if  you  die  not 
like  a  fot,  you  will  think  otherwife  when  the  dead  fweat 
tegins  to  break  upon  you;  you  would  then  give  a  thou- 
fand  worlds  to  have  faving  acquaintance  with  this  way 
iind  this  walk:  and  it  may  be,  all  that  you  will  hear 
then,  inftead  of  this,  will  be^  As  you  have  given  the 
devil  the  flour  of  your  age,  fo  give  him  the  bran  alfo. 
O  feek  in  to  Chrift,  that  you  may  know  him,  receive 
him,  and  walk  in  him  ! 


SERMON      XLI. 

CoLos.  ii.  6. 
As  ye  have  received  Chrift  J  ejus  theLord^fo  ^alkye  in  him* 

[The  Eighth  Sermon  on  this  Text.]  . 

nnHERE  are  two  excellent  gifts  which  all  men  ftand 
-■-    in  need  of ;  and  as  God  only  can  give  them,  fo 
every  one  fliould  earneftly  covet  them. 

The  firft  is  Christ,  who  is  exprefly  called  the  gift 
John  iv.  10,    This  gift  is  the  more  to  be  prized, 


Serm.  XLI.         and  Walking  in  bim^  opened.  155 

that  when  God  gives  it,  he  gives  himfelf  and  his  Spirit 
vyith  it.  When  a  man  gets  Chrift,  he  receives  God  in 
and  with  him ;  and  therefore  Chrift  fays  to  fuch,  My 
Fatter  is  ycur  Father^  and  my  Gad  your  God.  And^ 
when  a  man  receives  Chrill,  he  gets  the  Spirit  in  him 
and  v/ith  him;  for,  "  If  any  man  have  not  tlie  Spirit 
of  Chrift,  he  is  none  of  his.'' 

TJie  fecond  is  faith,  which  is  exprefly  called  the  gift 
of  God  alfo,  Eph.  ii.  8.  When  God  gives  tliis  latter 
gift,  he  juft  gives  grace  to  receive  the  former  gift.  In- 
finite Majefty  cannot  give  a  greater  gift  than  Chrift ; 
and  infinite  poverty  cannot  receive  a  greater,  or  more 
faitable  gift :  Chrift  is  the  greateft  gift  t!iat  heaven  can 
give,  or  earth  can  receive.  There  is  a  giving  of  Chrift 
in  the  gofpel-offer,  which  is  prcfuppofed  to,  and  confti- 
tutes  the  duty  of  receiving  :  for,  ^^  A  man  can  receive 
nothing,  except  it  be  given  himfroin  heaven,"  John  iii.27. 
Now,  the  whole  life  of  religion  litn  in  thefe  two  things, 
viz.  faith's  reception  of  Chrift;  and  faith's  improvement 
of  him:  both  are  in  our  text ;  As  ye  have  received  Cbrzft 
Jefus  the  Lordy  fo  nualk  ye  in  Jbiin, — Vv  e  are  now  upon 
die  Application.     And 

The  Fourth  Ufe  of  the  doftrine  is  for  Exhortation  ; 
which  we  ftiall  tender  to  two  forts  of  perfons  :  i .  To 
unbelievers,  who  never  received  Chrift,  that  they  receive 
CHrift  Jefus  the  Lord.  2.  To  believers,  who  have  re- 
ceived Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord,  that  they  walk  in  him  as 
they  have  received  him, 

Firfty  The  firft  branch  of  the  exhortation,  is  to  all 
unbelievers,  who  never  have  believed  in  Chrift,  that  they 
believe  in  him,  and  receive  him. :  this  is  the  great  call 
of  the  glorious  gofpel  to  all  finners  that  hear  this  gofpel. 
And  though  believers,  who  have  received  Chrift  already, 
be  called  to  receive  him  again  and  again;  and  fo  are  not 
to  exclude  themfelves,  but  are  to  improve  the  call  that 
is  given  to  unbelivers,  in  order  to  their  further  recep- 
tion  of  Chrift  ;  yet  their  duty  falling  more  natively  in 
my  way,  upon  the  latter  part  of  the  text,  and  fo  in  the 
fecond  branch  of  the  exhortation,  I  ftiall  more  efpecially 
now  addrefs  myfelf,  as  the  Lord  may  aflift,  unto  thofe 
that  never  yet  have  truly  receivedChnft.*  O  wrici€*C\e,NYWi|^ 
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foul,  wlia  art  afar  oJiFfrGm  God,  be  exhorted  to  receive 
Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord.  And  that  I  may  the  more  enforce 
this  exhortation,  I  would,  i.  Shew  who  they  are  that  I 
call  unbelievers,  that  never  received  Chrift  as  yet. 
2.  Ofier  fome  Motives  and  Confiderations  to  urge  you 
to  the  receiving  of  Chrift.  3.  Give  fome  Directions,  in 
order  to  the  receiving  of  Chrift.  4.  Endeavour  to  remove 
fome  obftruflions,  and  anfwer  fome  objeftions  againft  tlie 
receiving  of  Chrift. — What  I  here  propbfe,  will  make 
me  launch  further  yet,  into  this  gofpel-fubjeft,  than  ever 
I  propofed,  when  I  entered  upon  it,  tho'  I  have  enlarged 
much  upon  the  text  already  :  but  yet,  it  being  fuch  a 
neceffary  comprehenfive  theme,  containing,  in  a  manner, 
the  whole  Bible  in  one  verfe ;  the  whole  gofpel  in  one 
dcntence  ;  and  fo,  being  of  the  utmoft  concern,  I  think 
this  may  be  fufficient  ground  and  reafon,  for  my  enlarg- 
ing thereupon,  as  the  Lord  may  pleafe  to  aflift.     And, 

i/>,  I  am  to  fliew  who  they  are  that  may  be  called 
unbelievers,  who  never  yet  received  Cliritt :  for,  when 
I  am  calling  all  unbelievers,  efpecially  to  believe,  it  is  fit 
you  know  whom  I  mean ;  for  it  is  a  great  bar  and  hin- 
derance  to  faith,  in  multitudes  of  people,  that  they  think 
they  are  believers  already,  and  that  they  have  received 
Chrift;  and  hence  they  never  take  a  word  to  tliem,  that 
is  direfted  to  them  ;  and  are  proof  againft  all  the  calls 
of  the  word,  bccaufe  they  think  they  have  faith  already, 
they  have  believed  already,  and  have  received  Chrift 
already.  But  that  they  who  never  received  Chrift,  may 
nor  deceive  themfelves,  I  will  offer  you  fome  evidences 
of  an  unbeliever,  that  hath  not  received  Chrift.  As  the 
learned  fpeak  of  twelve  figns  in  the  heavens,  fo  I  might 
tell  you  of  twelve  figns  of  unbelief,  which,  where  they 
take  place  in  their  power,  difcover  the  man  was  nevei* 
gained  thereby,  to  the  acceptance  of  Chrift. 

I.  The  firtt  fign,  or  difcovery  of  reigning  unbelief, 
is  total  hardnefs  of  heart;  when  a  man  is  not  moved  or 
afFefted  with  his  own  mifery,  nor  the  remedy  provided 
by  Chrift,  nor  the  invitations  of  grace  in  the  gofpel :  It 
IS  faid,  AQ:s  xix.  9.  That  divers  were  bar  den  ed^  and  be- 
iieved  not.  An  hard  heart  is  one  of  the  devil's  impreg- 
nable  forts,  /landing  out. againft  the  word,  ^nd  flighting 
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the  offers  of  Chrift.  Hardnefs  of  heart  is  known  by  the 
foolithnefs  of  it:  When  feeing,  we  fee  not;  and  hearing, 
we  hear  net:  when  we  have  the  grammatical  knowledge 
of  things,  but  no  fpiritual  difcerning.— It  is  alfo  known 
by  the  infenfiblenefs  of  it ;  Vvrhen  men  have  no  feeling 
of  fear  and  terror  by  the  law ;  no  feeling  of  peace, 
joy,  and  hope  by.  the  gofpel ;  no  tafte  of  the  good 
vvord  at  all ;  but  are  as  iFones,  unmoved  with  all  that  is 
fpoken.  This  hardnefs  Ihews  your  unbelief  to  be  fuch, 
as  that  you  have  not  received  Chrift.  Believers  may- 
feel  much  heart-hardnefs  ;  but  this  hardnefs  I  fpeak  of, 
is  paft  feeling,  being  feared  as  with  a  hot  iron. 

2.  The  fecond  fign,  or  difcovery  of  unbelief,  is  the 
total  negleft  of  fpiritual  and  heavenly  things;  when  men 
make  it  not  their  bufinefs,  to  look  after  thefe  things ; 
**  They  made  light'of  it,  and  one  went  to  his  farm,  ano- 
ther to  his  merchandife,"  Mat.  xxii.  5.  Do  not  thouf- 
ands  bewray  their  unbelief,  and  that  they^never  received 
Chrift,  in  that  the  world  hath  engroffed  all  their  care  ? 
Would  Chrift,  and  heavenly  things,  be  thus  flighted, 
and  lightly  efteemed,  if  they  fcundly  believed  in  him, 
or  believed  the  word  of  God. .  Surely,  when  men  make 
the  world  their  main  care,  and  take  no  heed  to  the  great 
offers  of  the  gofpel,  they  do  not  look  upon  it  as  a  certain 
truth,  whatever  faith  they  fancy  they  have. 

3.  The  next  fign,  or  difcovery  of  unbelief,  is  a  fecret 
fufpicion  concerning  the  truth  of  the  gofpel ;  like  him 

'that  called  the  gofpel,  Fabula  Cbrlfti;  they  look  upon  it 
as  an  excellent  fable,  a  golden  dream,  to  make  fools  fond 
of  it;  and  that  all  opinions  in  religion,  are  but  a  Logo- 
machy, a  mere  ftrife  of  n»ords;  a  cloftrine  to  fet  the 
world  together  by  the  ears,  and  that  they  need  not  trouble 
their  heads  about  it.  They  may  have  fome  underftacd- 
ing  about  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  but  no  affurance  of 
undefftanding^  Col.  ii.^.  It  is  true,  fuch  thoughts  may 
rufli  into  the  heart  of  a  godly  man,  but  they  are  abcv 
minate  and  caft  out  with  indignation :  but  in  wicked 
men  they  reign  and  dwell ;  they  live  by  thefe  kind  of 
principles  ;  natural  atheifrfi  in  them  is  not  cured  ;  and 
that  faitli  they  pretend  to,  is  but  a  locfe  and  wavetlwj^ 
opinion^  not  u  grounded  and  fettled  T^itu^^vcivx^  oS.  ^ia& 
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gofpel :  the  affurance  of  underftanding^  fpoken  of,  Col. 
ii.  2.  depends  upon  experience,  and  an  inward  fenfe  of 
the  truth,  and  is  wrought  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  when  the 
gofpel  comes  not  in  word  only,  but  in  power,  and  in 
the  demonltration  of  the  Spirit. 

4.  The  fourth  fign,  or  difcovery  of  unbelief,  is  a 
fecret  rejefl:ing  of  the  counfels  of  falvation,  Afts  xiii.  46. 
All  natural  men  are  childi^en  of  difobedience  ;  out  of 
pride  fcorning  either  the  meffages  of  God,  for  they  are 
ibolilhnefs  to  them ;  or  the  meflengers  of  God,  Is  not 
this  the  carpenter^s  fon?  Is  not  this  preacher  of  the  word 
fuch  and  fuch  an  infignificant  perfon?  Thus  unbelievers 
fancy  of  the  metliods  of  grace  ufed  to  gain  them. 

5.  The  fifth  difcovery  of  unbelief,  is  unhblinefs  of  life 
and  converfation:  the  truth  of  faith  brings  in  the  obedi- 
ence of  faith,  Rom.  xvi.  26.  Where  the  prince  is,  there 
will  his  train  be;  where  faith  is,  there  will  gofjiel-obe- 
dience  be;  and  where  unbelief  is,  there  is  difobedience: 
faith  hath  its  train  of  gofpel-fervices  ;  unbelief  hath  itJ 
train  of  ungodly  praftices.  When  men  give  themfelves 
up  to  drunkennefs,  and  wh:)red.)m,  and  Sabbath-break- 
ing, and  fwearing,  and  lying,  and  backbiting,  and  live 
as  carnally  and  carelefs  as  infidels,  who  will  believe  that 
they  are  believers,  let  them  fay  what  they  will  ? 

6.  The  next  difcovery  of  unbelief,  is  mens  hearing 
the  word,  v/ithout  ever  applying  it  to  their  own  ufe; 
without  application  it  worketh  not ;  it  caufeth  not  a  man 
fee  himfelf  involved,  and  inclofed,  and  included  in  the 
general  promife  or  precept,  fo  as  to  give  a  particular 
anfwer;  as  Pfal.  xxvii.  8.  the  call  is  in  the  plural,  Seek 
YE  my  face :  the  anfwer  is  in  the  Angular;  Thy  face^ 
Lord,  will feek.  The  gofpcl-call  is  general;  Believe 
in  the  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift^  and  receive  him  :  the  anfwer 
muft  be  particular ;  /  believe  ;  Lord,  help  my  unbelief 
When  people  fufFej  truths  to  hover  in  the  brain,  without 
application ;  or  learn  things  as  children  do  their  Cate- 
chifm  by  rote,  never  reflecting.  What  am  I?  What  have 
I  done  ?  Where  am  I  going  ?  What  will  become  of  me? 
What  efFe£t  h^th  this  word  upon  me  ?  Unbelief  remains 
undillurbed. 

7.  The  icventh  fign,  or  difcovery  o^  xxxto^Vv^^^  W  total 
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apoftacy,  or  falling  off  from  God  :  for,  as  by  faith  we 
Hand,  and  continue  in  well  doing,  Rom.  ii.  7.  if  we  are 
believers ;  fo,  by  unbelief,  or  by  reafon  of  unbelief, 
men  fall  off  from  God,  they  tire  and  grow  weary  of  his 
fervice  ;  and  fo  wholly  give  up  with  it. 

8.  The  next  fign,  or  difcovery  of  \unbelief,  is  final 
defperation  ;  Jer.  xviii.  12.  ''  There  is  no  hope,  but  we 
will  walk  after  our  own  devices,  and  we  will  every  one 
do  the  imagination  of  his  evil  heart.''  When  men  think 
tliere  is  no  hope,  it  is  in  vain  to  trouble  ourfelves:  when 
men  think  their  danmation  is  fixed,  and  therefore  refolve 
to  go  to  hell  as  fail  as  they  can;  fuch  defperate  wicked- 
nefs  there  may  be  in  the  heart  of  man,  like  thofe,  Job 
xxi.  15."  What  is  the  Almighty,  that  welhould  ferve  him? 
And  what  profit  Ihould  we  have,  if  we  pray  unto  him  ?'* 

9.  The  ninth  difcovery  of  unbelief,  is  people's  dif- 
trufting  all  prefent  means,  faying,  "  If  one  come  from 
the  dead,  they  would  believe."  If  we  had  oracles  or 
miracles,  or  if  God  did  fp^ak  to  Us  from  heaven,  then 
we  would  believe  :  but  Mofes  and  the  prophets  are 
a  fufiicient  ground  of  faith,  and,  "  If  we  believe  not 
them,  neither  would  we  believe,  though  one  rofe  from 
the  dead."  Extraordinary  means  will  not  work  with 
them,  upon  whom  ordinary  means  doth  not  prevail. 

10.  The  next  fign  and  difcovery  of  unbelief,  is  de- 
murs and  delays  as  to  a  complete  clofing  with  Ghrift  : 
here  is  a  refined  degree  of  unbelief ;  the  man  feems  to 
approve  the  report  of  the  gofpel ;  hath  nothing  to  objeSt 
againft  Chrifl:;  but  there  is  a  fecret,  dilatory,  procrafti- 
nating,  delaying  fpirit  in  him :  he  hath  a  will  for  a 
future,  but  not  a  prefent  choice  of  Chrifl ;  he  cannot 
yet  bid  adieu  to  his  beloved  lulls  :  A  little  fieep^  a  little 
f  lumber  more  he  muft  have,  in  the  lap  of  his  Delilah. 
Luke  ix.  59.  Follow  me^  fays  Chrifl:;  why,  fays  the  man? 
Lord^  fuffer  me  jirfi  to  go  and  bur f*  my.  father ;  txCM^Q  . 

.  me  for  a  while. '  Again,  ver.  61.  Lord^  I  loill  follow, - 
but  let  it  be  deferred  for  fome  time  ;  let  me  firft  go  and 
bid  tbem  fareHi)el  which  are  at  home  at  my  houfe*  Tfius 
awakened  finners  put  off  Ghrift,  as  Felix  did  Paul,  with 
delays  ;  thefe  delays  are  but  a  fly  rejedlion  of  Chrift: 
a  will  for  hereafter  is  a  prefent  nilU  yout  t^^^Wm^^*^ 
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hereafter,  fays  you  have  no  heart  at  prefent.But  the  longer 
you  delay,  tlie  more  averfe  will  you  be  from  believing: 
and  before  your  hereafter  comes,  you  may  be  ia  hell. 

11.  The  next  fign  and  difcovery  of  unbelief,  is  men'i 
receiving  a  falfe  Chrift,  an  idol  of  their  own  fancy,  in- 
ftead  of  the  true  Ghrift :  they  that  com}X)und  Chrift, 
or  add  any  thing  to  him,  make  to  themfelves  a  falfe 
Ghrili  ;  as  they  that  would  have  Chrift  and  the  world 
both,  Chritt  and  their  lufts  too  :  Chrift  they  muft  have, 
to  fatisfy  their  confciences  ;  and  lufts  they  rauft  have, 
to  fatisfy  their  heart.  Hence  they  meditate,  and  meditate 
a  lea^e  between  Chrift  and  their  dariing  idols:  fuch 
a  mixed  Chrift  is  a  falfe  Chrift.  Thus  many  would  make 
their  own  righteoufnefs,  their  tears,  and  melting  affec- 
tions, in  part,  if  not  wholly,  their  Chrift.  As  the  gofpel 
hypocrite  makes  his  very  faith  his  Chrift ;  fo  the  legal 
hypocrite  makes  his  duties  his  Chrift.  The  political 
hypocrite  v/ill  join  his  carnal  prudence  with  Chrift's 
wifdom,  and  fo  make  it  in  part  his  Chrift.  The  refined 
hypocrite  will  make  the  common  affiftance  and  influences 
of  the  Spirit  refts  to  him,  and  put  them  in  the  room  of 
Chrift.  Are  not  all  thefe  fo  many  falfe  Chrifts  ?  Yea, 
a  divided  Chrift  is  a  falfe  Chrift,  while  men  would  re- 
ceive him  as  a  Jefus,  to  fave  them  from  hell;  but  not  as 
a  Lord,  to  rule  over  their  lufts :  they  would  (hare  in  his 
benefits,  but  not  in  his  perfon.  There  is  fomething  in 
Chrift  that  they  like,  and  fomething  that  they  diflike  ; 
they  like  the  blood  that  came  forth  of  his  heart,  to  wafh 
their  guilty  confciences;  but  they  diflike  the  water  that 
came  forth  alfo,  to  wafli  their  filthy  hearts. 

12.  The  laft  fign  and  difcovery  of  unbelief,  is  men's 
receiving  a  true  Chrift  in  a  falfe  manner ;  as  w^hen  Chrift 
is  received,  but  not  in  his  grandeur.  A  prince  is  then 
received  aright,  when  he  is  received  according  to  his 
dignity  :  if  a  fubjefit  ftiould  receive  his  prince,  and  en- 
tertain him  no  otherwife  than  he  would  do  a  peafant,  or 
country  neighbour,  this  would  be  interpreted  a  con- 
tempt:  So,  if  Chrift  be  not  received  according  to  his 
grarideur,  and  dignity,  and  ftate,  he  counts  it  a  con- 
tempt  rather  than  a  right  reception  of  him.    Chrift  will 

be  received  as  a  Lord,  or  not  aX^W;  \vfc^V\\ife^K\s<3^ 
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or  nothing.  This  was  the  fm  of  the  Jews,  they  could 
be  content  to  receive  Chrift  as  a  great  Prophet,  as 
the  Mahometans  do  ;  but  tliey  did  not  receive  him  ac- 
cording to  his  grandeur,  or  that  greatnefs  and  glory 
which  he  was  invelled  with,  and  therefore  they  are  laid 
not  to  receive  him;  John  i.  ii,  ''  He  came  to  his  own, 
but  his  own  received  him  not."  Whereas  John  fays  of 
the  believing  Jews  that  received  him,  that  they  beheld 
his  glory,  as  the  glory  of  the  only-begotten  of  the  Father 
fiill  of  grace  and  truth;  that  is,  they  received  him  in  all 
his  grandeur,  fplendor,  majefty,  and  glory.  Thus  men 
receive  not  Chrift,  but  fliew  their  unbelief,  even  in  re- 
ceiving the  true  Chrift  in  a  falfe  manner.  When  Chrift 
is  not  received  as  he  is  offered  in  the  gofpel,  he  is  receiv- 
ed in  a  falfe  manner:  He  is  offered  fully,  freely,  cordi- 
ally, and  conftantly ;  and  the  right  reception  is  alfo  full, 
free,  cordial,  and  conftant:  men  may  therefore  receive 
him  in  .a  falfe  manner,  which  is  as  good  as  rejedling  of 
him;  when  they  do  not  receive  him  fully,  without  divid- 
ing him;  freely,  without  buying  him;  cordially,  without 
reluftancy;  and  conftantly,  without  repentance,  or  being 
diffatisfied  with  the  bargain. 

Now,  let  ^11  thefe  twelve  figns  and  difcoveries  of  un- 
belief be  confidered,  and  they  will  fliew,  how  many  pre- 
tenders to  faith  are  yet  unbelievers  :  even  all  that  are 
under  the  power  of  heart-hardnefs ;  live  in  the  total  ne- 
gle£l  of  fpiritual  and  heavenly  things  ;  in  a  Secret  fufpi^ 
cion  of  the  truth  of  the  gofpel ;  and  a  fecret  rejedling 
of  the  counfel  of  God ;  in  habitual  unholinefs  of  life 
and  converfation  ;  and  that  hear  the  word  without  any 
application  fuitably  to  themielves  ;  who  give  themfelves 
up  to  a  total  apoftacy,  and  a  final  defperation ;  a  dif . 
trufting  of  all  prefent  means ;  to  delaying  and  demur- 
ring about  clofmg  with  Chrift;  who  either  receive  a  falfe 
Chrift,  or  yet  a  true  Chrift  iii  a  falfe  manner.  Thefe 
are  unbelievers,  that  have  not  yet  received  Chrift  the 
Lord.     I  now  proceed, 

zdly^  To  the  next  thing  propofed,  namely,  to  offer 
fome  motives  and  confiderations  to  urge  you  to  the  re- 
ceiving of  Chrift.  If  any  here  would  know  wbg^t  \^  \.W\ 
ftar,  1^  r^igh  th^y  may  be  led  to  t\ie  tiVa^^  \Av«^  x>£\^ 
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Lord  Jefus  lies  ?  why,  it  is  juft  this  everlafting  gofpel ; 
it  points  out  Chrilt,  faying,  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God. 
There  are  but  two  great  requelts  that  heaven  makes  to 
us  all  by  this  glorious  gofpel :  the'  firft  requeft  is  to  all 
Chrifdefsperfons  whatfoever,  that  hear  this  gofpel,  viz. 
That  they  receive  Chrill  Jefus  the  Lord.  The  fecond  is 
to  all  Chriftians  that  have  received  him,  viz.  That  they 
walk  in  him:  As  ye  have  received  Cbrift  Jefus  the  Lord^ 
fo  walk  ye  tK  him.  Now,  you  would  know  before  hand, 
that  no  motive  will  move  you,  no  argument  will  per- 
fuade  you  to  receive  Chrift,  unlefs  it  be  backed  witli  the 
almighty  power  of  God  :  and  therefore  if  you  think  fal- 
vation  a  bufmefs  worth  your  while,  O  fend  up  an  eja- 
culatory  prayer  to  heaven,  that  God  would  make  this 
gofpel,  the  power  of  God  to  your  falvation,  through  Je- 
fus Chrift.  We  are  now  calling  you  in  the  name  of  5ie 
great  and  eternal  God,  to  believe  in  his  Son  Jefus  Clirift, 
and  receive  him,  fo  as  you  may  walk  in  him,  till  you 
come  to  walk  with  him  in  white  among  the  redeemed 
above ;  and  there  is  this  general  motive,  that  ftiould  be 
inftead  of  a  thoufand  to  you  all ;  and  which,  if  duly  re- 
garded, there  would  be  no  need  of  any  more;  and  that 
is,  the  fupreme  authority  of  God  the  Father  is  interpofed 

V  in  this  matter:  For^  this  is  his  commandment ^  that  toe 
Jbould  believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  I  John 

S^-iii.  23.  And,  Ihall  we  think  nothing  to  trample  upon 
the  authority,  and  contemn  the  command  of  that  God, 
who  can  command  us  to  hell  in  a  moment?  Here  Cxod 
'  fums  up  all  the  ten  commands,  as  it  were,  into  one  ;  and 
fays.  If  you  obey  this,  you  obey  all ;  if  you  break  this, 
you  break  all:  the  man  that  doth  not  believe  in  the  Son 
of  God,  he  breaks  both  the  tables  of  the  law  at  one 
dafli ;  and  violates  every  precept  of  the  law  in  the  moft 
droadful  manner.  You  have  heard  fometimes,  how  the 
fin  of  Adam,  in  eating  the  forbidden  fruit,  was  at  once 
a  breach  of  all  the  ten  commands.  But  do  yoii  confider, 
that  your  unbelief,  in  not  receiving  Chrift,  is  a  tramp- 
ling under  foot  the  authority  of  God  in  every  one  of 
thefe  commands,  and  that  in  the  moft  grievous  manner. 
— The  man  that  receiveth  not  Chrift,  he  rejefteth  God 
Liinfdfas  his  God  •,  for  \ie  u  xiol  x!tv^  Oo^i  kA  «xy  man, 
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neither  will  be,  but  in  Clirift. — The  man  that  reoeivea 
not  Chrift,  all  his  woriliip  is  at  bell  but  idolatry  and  fu- 
perftition;  for  God  cannot  be  worlliipped  acceptably  a- 
ny  other  way  tlian  in  Chriil,  who  is  the  inia^^c  of  the  in- 
vifible  God.; — The  rejefter  of  Chrift  is  a  profaner  uf  the 
name  of  God;  for  God's  name  is  in  him:  and  it  is  in  him 
efpecially*  tliat  God  muketh  himfelf  known. — The  man 
that  doth  not  receive  Chrift,  he  cannot  fanftify  the  Sab- 
bath-day, nor  hallow  it;  f  )r  all  the  days  of  his  life,  where- 
in he  lives  witliout  Chrift,  are  unholy  days  ;  his  whole 
time  is  a  finful  time.— The  man  in  this  cafe,  is  difobedi- 
ent  to  his  heavenly  Parent,  diflionours  his  heavenly  Fa- 
ther; and  fo  can  never  put  due  refpedt  upon  earthly  pa- 
rents.— He  kills  his  own  foul,  and  crucifies  the  Lord  of 
glory  afrelh,  and  fo  can  never  have  a  right  hrve  to  man. 
He  is  guilty  of  the  groffeft  fpiritual  aduLery,  in  depart- 
ing from  the  Lord,  and  cannot  be  othervvifc  clean. — He 
fteals  and  robs  God  of  his  glory,  fo  cannot  in  other  ref- 
pei^s  be  altogether  innocent. — He  bears  falfe  witnefs  a- 
gainft  God,  by  making  God  a  liar,  and  reje£ting  the  tefti-« 
mony  that  God  gives  concerning  his  Son;  and  having  fa 
little  regard  to  God's  name,  he  cannot  have  much  for  his 
neighbour's. — ^And,  finally,  he  is  guilty  of  covetoufnefs, 
which  is  idolatry,  and  that  of  the  moft  atrocious  nature ; 
for,  he  through  unbelief,  and  rejedling  of  Chrift  as  a  Sa- 
viour, and  thinking  of  falvation  by  his  own  means,  doth 
covet  that  glory  and  honour  which  is  only  due  to  God 
and  Chrift,  to  be  afcribed  to  himfelf:  felf  is  his  Gt)d,  and 
felf-righteoufnefs  is  his  Chrift;  and  what  will  he  not 
c?ovet,  who  covets  to  be  in  God's  room  ? 

Thus  the  fin  of  unbelief,  in  rejedling  of  Chrift,  doth 
at  one  ftroke  dafli  the  whole  commands  of  God  to  pie- 
ces; and  therefore,  no  wonder  that  this  be  his  great 
command,  that  we  believe  in  the  name  of  his  Son  :  fee- 
ing alfo  that,  by  receiving  him,  we  fulfil  the  whole  law, 
namely,  by  receivin;:^  him  for  our  righteoufnefs  and  fanc- 
tification;  for  in  receiving  him  for  ,our  righteoufnefs, 
we  fulfil  the  law  as  a  covenant,  and  that  perfonally  in 
-him,  who  hath  yielded  perfect  obedience  in  our  room, 
and  paid  the  penalty  alfo  for  its  violation;  and  in  receiv- 
ing him  for  our  /M^ifi<;^tion,  we  fulfil  \JlV^\v«  «^^t\?X.^^ 
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by  a  perfedion  of  parts,  through  his  fanftifying  Spirit 
in  us,  which  goes  oa  to  a  perfeftion  of  degrees  in  hea- 
ven. Therefore,  I  fay,  when  we  rejeft  Chriil,  we  rejeft 
thef^reat  cx)mmand  of  God,  and  contemn  his  autliority 
in  the  moft  fignal  inftance.  Know  then  that,  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  eternal  God,  you  are  obliged  to  believe  ; 
end  let  this  general  motive  be  in  the  room  of  alL 

But  I  Ihall  name  fome  more  particular  motives  ;  and 
there  are  thefe  fix  confiderations  that  Ihould,  and  would, 
if  the  Lord  would  powerfully  concur  with  them,  engage 
us  to  receive  Chrift*  i.  Confider  whom  you  are  called 
to  receive.  2.  How  few  of  the  world  do  receive  him. 
.3.  What  you  Ihall  receive  when  you  receive  Chrift.  4- 
What  you  mull  receive,  if  you  receive  not  Chrift.  5. 
What  is  the  malignity  and  danger  of  unbelief,  in  rejecting 
of  Chrift^  And,  6.  What  is  the  excellency  and  neceflity 
of  faith,  in  receiving  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. — ^Now,.  we 
would  effay  to  open  fome  of  thefe  at  the  time  ;  and  ear- 
"neftly  beg  your  attention  to  what  may  be  faid.. 

[i.]  Confider  Hubom  you  arc  called  to  receive.  It  is 
Mo  lefs  than  the  Lord  of  glory;  the  Lord,  mighty  in  bat- 
tle :  we  are  exhorted  from  this  very  confideration,  Pfal. 
xxiv.  7,8,  "  Lift  up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates;  and  be  ye 
lift  up,  ye  everlafting  doors,  and  the  King  of  glory  fliall 
come  in.  Who  is  this  King  of  glory  ?  the  Lord  ftrong  and 
mighty,  the  Lord  mighty  in  battle.*'  Who  would  not  caft 
open  thefe  gates,  to  receive  fuch  an  honourable  gueft!  O 
let  us  open  the  gate  of  our  underftanding,  to  behold  him; 
and  open  the  gate  of  our  will,  to  choofe  him  ;  and  open 
the  gate  of  our  affeftions,  to  embrace  him;  and  open  the 
gate  of  our  whole  heart  and  foul,  to  receive  him.  O 
what  an  excellent  One  is  he !  What  excellent  company 
for  travellers!  What  excellent  food  for  tlie  hungr)",  and 
drink  for  the  thirfty !  What  excellent  medicine  for  the 
difeafed,  and  excellent  falvation  for  the  needy!  Man  is 
the  excellency  of  the  creatures,  j^race  is  the  excellency 
of  man,  f>:lory  is  the  excellency  of  grace ;  but  Chrift  is 
-  the  excellency  of  all.  It  is  greater  honour  to  be  one  of 
Chrift's  little  ones,  than  one  of  the  world's  great  ones. 
O  confider  whom  you  are  to  receive,  it  Is  ribt  a  man  or 
9n  an^el;   but  he  that  is  Lord  6^  mt-u  'aLTA-^Tk?5{yfe\  Vbe 
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Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth;  He  is  the  plant  of  re^ 
nowu;  the  chief  among  ten  thoufand.  His  beauty  and 
glory  outfliines  the  fun  in  its  meridian  fplendor:  lie  is 
fairer  than  the  fons  of  men ;  be  is  altogether  lovely.  He 
is  The  defire  of  all  nations,-  and  hence  believers  in  all 
nations,  bath  before  and  fince  his  incarnation,  have  ef* 
teemed  him  mcft  defirabl^:  and  fliall  we  find  in  our 
hearts  to  reject  and  defpife  him?  He  is  th^  confolatioa 
of  Ifrael;  and  to  all  who  believe  he  is  precious:  And  in- 
deed ever  thing  in  him  is  preC^ioris.  What  is  in  Chrift? 
Why,  if  you  duly  confidered  what  is  in  Chrift,  you  would 
never  rejedl  or  neglett  him;  for  God  is  in  Chrift;  2  Cor, 
V.  19.  For  Godj^  in  Chrift  reconciling  the  <ivorld  to  him- 
felf  He  is  God  manifefted  in  the  fejh;  this  is  the  p^r^^^ 
tnyftery  of  godlinefs^  1  Tim.  iii.  16.  A  Godhead  dwell- 
ing in  flefti,  is  the  world's  wonder:  it  is  fuch  a  wonder^ 
fach  a  rayftery,  tliat  the  world  cannot  receive  it :  yet 
God  is  in  him,  fo  as  in  receiving  Chrift  you  receive 
God.  But  here  it  may  be  alked,  What  of  God  is  in 
Chrift?     Why  confider, 

1.  The  authority  of  God  is  in  Chrift;  My  name  is  in- 
bimy  Exod.  xxiii.  21.  God  hath  authorized  and  fealed 
him  ;  for,  Him  hath  God  the  Father  fealed^  John  vi.  27. 
He  hath  a  commiflion,  under  the  great  feal  of  heaven, 
to  fave  you ;  and  therefore  he  comes  in  his  Father's 
name,  as  well  as  in  his  own,  to  feek  and  fave  you.  And 
this  glorious  One  is  come  this  day,  in  this  gofpel,  to  feek 
your  acceptance  of  him,  as  a  Saviour  every  way  well 
qualified  to  fave  even  the  chief  of  finners,^  Ob  t  ftiall 
mch  a  One  be  rejected  \ 

2.  The  wifdom  of  God  is  in  him;  Chrift  is  the  m^ifdom 
of  God,  I  Cor.  i.  24.  ^.and  in  him  are  bidadl  the  trtafures 
ofHoifdom  and  inovf  ledge ,  Col.  ii.  3,.  Never  did  the  wif- 
dom of  God  difplay  itielf  in  fuch  an  illuftrious  and  tran- 
fcendent  manner,  before  the  eyes  of  men  and  angels,  as 
it  hath  done  in  Chrift  :  wifdom  in  uniting  the  moft  dif- 
tant  extremes,  God  and  man,  and  God's  glory  and  man'a 
happinefs:  he  is  the  centre  of  the  union* 

3.  The  power  of  God  is  in  him;  as  he  is  the  wifdomi» 
fo  he  is  the  power  of  God,  i  Cor.  i.  24. :  and  all  power 
in  heaven  and  eartli  is  given  unto  him>  M.^.Ux:i»Nm^^Sk- 
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He  hath  not  only  the  wifdom  of  God.  to  contrive,  but 
the  power  of  God  to  accomplilh  and  perform  whatever 
concerneth  us,  and  our  eternal  happinefs.  In  an  effen- 
tial  way,  he  hath  all  power  as  he  is  God ;  and  in  a 
donative  way,  he  hath  all  power  as  he  is  God-man 
Mediator:  therefore^  he  is  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft. 
You  are  called  to  receive  a  Chrift,  by  the  power  of 
Chrlfl: ;  to  receive  One  that  can  give  you  power  to 
receive ;  as  one  abfolutely  feeble,  you  are  invited 
to  come  and  to  take  hold  of  his  ftrength,  that  you  may 
be  enabled  to  go  from  ftrength  to  ftrength. 

4.  T\t  Spirit  of  God  is  in  him ;  "  I  have  put  my 
Spirit  jpon  hii^.,"  Ifa.  xlii.  i.;  God  gives  not  the  Spirit 
by  meafure  to  him.  Men  and  angels,  that  have  tlie 
Spirit  of  God  in  them,  they  have  their  meafures  ;  fome 
mere,  feme  Icfs  of  the  Spirit;  but  the  Spirit  is  in  Chrift 
without  meafure:  "  He  \s  anointed  with  the  oil  of  glad- 
nefs  above  his  fellows  :^'  and  he  difpenfes  to  every  one 
their  ftiare,  as  feemeth  fit  to  him;  for  he  hath  the  com- 
munication of  the  Spirit  in  his  hand:  "  The  Father  hath 
loved  the  Son,  and  hath  given  all  things  into  his  hand.'* 
He  received  gifts  for  men,  and  he  giveth  gifts  to  men. 

5.  The  righteoufnefs  of  God  is  in  him,  by  which  only 
a  poor  guilty  fmner  can  be  juftified  before  God  ;  for  he 
is  Jeiiovah'.s  righteous  Servant,  who  brings  in  an  ever- 
laftin^  righteoufnefs  ;  and  brings  it  near  to  juftify  many; 
for,  '*  We  are  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him," 
2  Cor,  V.  21.  He  is  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs,  Jer.xxiii.6. 
Jehovah-tsidkenu  ;  the  Lord  that  juftifies  us,  and  is 
our  juflifying  righteoufnefs.  And  this  righteoufnefs  is 
meritorious  of  all  bleifings,  being  every  way  perfeft  and 
con:plete.  And  therefore  in  him  is  the  righteoufnefs 
and  juftice  of  God  manifefted  ;  "  Whom  God  hath  fet 
forth  to  be  a  propitiation,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to 
declare  his  righteoufnefs  for  the  remiffion  of  fins  that  are 
paft.,  thro'  the  forbearance  of  God,"  Rom.  iii.25.  Again, 

6.  The  love  and  mercy  of  God  is  in  him  :  the  very 
yearning  bowels  of  divine  love  are  in  him.  Whsit  is 
Chrift  but  the  love  of  God  wrapt  u|i  in  a  garment  of 
fefti  and  blood  ?  i  John  iv.  9, 10.  "  In  this  was  manifefted 

^         *  of  God  towards  us>-^-— And  herein  is  love, — 
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that  God  fent  his  Son."  This  is  the  higheft  flight  that 
ever  divine  love  made;  and  higher  than  this  it  cannot 
mount. — ^The  mercies  and  compaflions  of  God  are  all  in 
Ghrift,  Jude  21.  God's  mercy  is  the  thing  that  poor 
fmners  cry  for,  when  breathing  out  their  laft,  as  the  only 
thing  that  can  do  them  good.  O!  what  would  a  mau 
give  for  mefcy,  in  the  moment  of  death,  and  mercy  at 
the  great  day  !  Why,  if  you  receive  Chrift,  you  re- 
ceive the  mercy  of  God ;  but  out  of  him  there  is  no 
mercy  to  be  expefted  out  of  God's  hand ;  for  he  will 
never  fhew  mercy  to  the  prejudice  of  his  juftice  ;  and  k 
is  only  in  Chrirt,  that  mercy  and  juftice  meet  together, 
and  harmonioufly  embrace  each  other. 

7.  The  falvation  of  God  is  in  him;    Nei titer  is  there 
falvation  in  any  other ^  A£ls  iy.  12.    Chrift  is  the  doqr  of 

falvation;  and  faith  is  the  fcey  that  opens  that  door ;  or  it  is 
juft  the  man's  entering  in  by  it;  and  therefore,  they  that 
receive  not  Chrift,  they  exclude  themfelves  from  all  hope 
of  falvation;  for  the  falvation  of  God  is  no  where  to  be 
found  but  in  Chrift :  for,  *'  In  vain  is  falvation  hoped  for 
from  the  hills  or  multitude  of  mountains:  tryly  in  the 
Xord  our  God  is  the  falvation  of  Ifrael,"  Jer.  iii.  22.  And 
fuch  as  receive  Chrift  for  falvation,  will,  in  the  ifl'ue, 
take  up  old  Simeon's  fong,  **  Now,  letteft  thou  thy  fer- 
vant  depart  in  peace ;  for  mine  eyes  have  feen  thy  fal- 
vation," Luke  ii.  29. 

8.  The  fulnefs  of  God  is  in  Chrift:  /^  bath pleqfed  the 
Father  that  in  him  jhould  all fi(lnefs  dwells  Col.  i.  19.  And 
ch.  ii.  9.  In  him  dwelleth  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead 
bodily.  The  fulnefs  of  all  God*s  attributes  and  perfeftions 
are  in  Chrift,  He  is  the  brightnefs  of  the  Father's  glory, 
and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon.  And  there  is  a  me- 
ritorious fulnefs  of  bleffings  in  him,  to  be  communicated 
unto  the  members  of  his  body,  being  full  of  grace  and 
truth,  John  i.  14.  O  what  a  full  Saviour  I  what  a  full  - 
Chrift  are  ye  called  to  receive  ! — Thus  you  fee  what  of 
God  is  in  him,  to  induce  us  to  receive  him;  and  whom 

it  is  that  we  are  called  to  receive :  he  is  Chrift,  he  is  Je- 
fus,  he  is  the  Lord:  ftiall  we  rejeft  fuch  an  One? 

[2.]  -The  fecond motive  is:  Confider  how  few  in  the 
world  do  receive  him ;  notwithftandvTv^  oi  \!ci.tl^  ^*^xn-    . 

t4  .  "^"^^ 
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ous  excellencres  that  are  in  him,  yet  the  moft  part  of  the 
world  do  reje£l  him:  "  He  came  to  his  own,  and  his  own 
received  him  not,"  John  i,  ii.  The  language  of  the 
moll  part  is,  "  Who  is  the  Lord,  that  we  fliould  ferve 
him?  We  will  nnt  have  this  man  to  reign  over  us." 
Now,  i^  this  nothing  to  you,  all  you  that.pafs  by?  Do  you 
think  it  a  fmall  matter,  to  lee  tlie  worjd  crucifying  the 
Lorcl  of  glory,  and  renewing  the  bloody  tragedy  again? 
And  Ihall  you  have  a  hand  in  this  interpretative  murder 
alfo  ?  The  more  they  be  that  reje^i  him,  the  more  cordi- 
ally fliould  you  receive  him.  What !  fay  you  ?  who  would 
rejecl  fuch  an  one  as  Chrift?  Is  it  poffible  that  any  will 
ba  fo  mad  as  to  defpife  this  plant  of  renown?  Y^a,  there 
is  av/hole  generation  of  Chrift-defpifers,  and  fee  that  you 
be  not  in  the  midft  of  them.  I  will  give  you  a  repre- 
fentation  of  them,  and  Ihew  what  they  are  like,  tliat  you 
may  know  them,  and  knoiiy  if  you  be  among  thCTi  that 
av^  reje£lers  of  Chrift,  in  thefe  eight  particularSt 

1.  There  is  a  Gallio-like  generation, that  care  for  none 
of  thefc  things.  Are  there  not  many  among  us,  that  will 
not  give  a  fig  fir  the  richeft  offers  of  Chrift  in  the  gof- 
pel  ?  They  \rill  not  give  a  fig  for  the  ordinances  of  Chnft; 
they  will  not  give  a  farthing  for  the  gofpel ;  they  will 
not  give  a  farthing  for  a  fermon  concerning  Chrift;  they 
will  not  give  a  ftraw  for  a  week  day's  preaching,  nor 
think  it  worth  their  while,  to  go  the  length  of  a  ftreet 
for  it ;  fo  little  do  they  care  for  Chrift  and  his  gofpel, 
that  the}^  will  not  give  a  ftraw  to  ftay  away  from  a  Sab. 
bath  day's  ferrnon  ;  they  care  for  none  of  thofe  things. 
A  fenfelefs  ftqry  of  Thomas  the  Rhymer  would  go  bet-- 
ter  down  with  them. 

2.  Tliere  is  a  Demasrlike  generation,  who  are  over- 
fondly  attached  unto  the  things  of  this  world  :  Demas 
bctb  forfaksn  me^  bcving  loved  this  pref^nt  ^orld.  Xhey 
difcover  their  rejefting  of  Chrift,  by  their  putting  the 
world  in  his  room;  If  any  man  love  the  m^orld^  the  love 
of  th^  Father  is  not  in  him.  And  they  that  love  not  the 
Father,  they  love  not  the  Son,  whatever  they  may  pre-r 
tend  and  profefs  to  do;  for,  "  Every  one  that  lov^  him 
that  begat,  loveth  him  alfo  that  is  begotten  of  him."  It 
/5  not  ChnRj  but  the  world  they  cure  taken  up  with. 
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3.  There  is  a  Pilate-like  generation,  who,  tliough  they 
find  nothing  againft  tlie  man,  yet  will  cry,  Take  you  bim^ 
and  crucify  bim.  They  find  no  fault  with  him,  and  yet 
are  content  that  he  be  crucified  :  they  have  no  objecti- 
on againft  him ;  and  yet  are  content  though  the  world 
trample  upon  and  abufe  him ;  they  are  eafy  and  indif'^ 
ferent :  they  have  nothing  to  fay  againft  him,  and  yet 
they  are  content  to  live  without  bim.  Surely  tliey  are 
rejefters  of  Chrift, 

4.  There  is  a  Felix -like  generation,  that  will  fay  gg 
he  did  to  Paul,  "  Go  your  way  at  this  time,  and  I  will 
hear  thee  at  a  more  convenient  feaibn."  They  are  not 
for  hearing  Chrift  to-day ;  they  are  for  putting  oiF  to 
another  feafon;  and  that  feafon  may  never  come:  ^'  To- 
day- if  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  harden  not  your  hearts;" 
for  all  the  world  cannot  pronjife  you  a  to-morrow,  or 
another  offer  of  Chrift,  How  fad  is  it,  that  the  world 
fhould  be  ftiU  for  delays  !  A  delay  for  the  future,  is  a 
denial  for  the  prefent.  You  rejeft  him,  if  you  do  ndt 
prefently  hearken  to  him, 

5.  There  is  an  Agrippa-like  generation ;  "  Almoft 
thou  perfuadeft  me  to  be  a  Chriftian.'*  They  that  are 
but  half  perfuaded,  are  wholly  loft  and  undone,  unlciSs 
they  be  wholly  brought  over  to  Chrift,  and  altogether 
perfuaded.  They  are  but  aluioft  perfuaded  to  receive 
Chrift,  are  but  almoft  believers ;  and  they  that  are  but 
almoft  believers,  are  but  almoft  faved ;  and  they  thtt 
are  but  almoft  faved,  they  will  be.  altogether  damned  5 
and  more  fearfully  damned,  tlian  if  they  had  nev«r  been 
fo  near  to  falvation.  O  feek  to  have  it  to  fay,  "  Loixj, 
thou  haft  perfuaded  me,  and  I  was  perfuaded.'' 

6.  There  is  a  Herod-like  generation,  who  can  he^r 
the  word  gladly,  and  do  many  things;  but  an  Herodias 
is  dearer  to  him  than  a  John  the  Baptift,  whofe  head  is 
ferved  up  in  a  charger,  to  pleafe  and  gratify  her.  They 
are  but  rejefiters  of  Chrift,  that,  rather  than  be'croffed 
in  a  Delilah,  and  touched  in  a  particular  luft  and  idol, 
will  give  up  with  aH  their  pretended  kindnefe  to  mm- 
fters  and  difpenfers  of  the  word:  touch  them  in  the.  fore 
heel,  and  then  they  are  perfecutors,  either  by  tongic 
or  hand,  as  woil  as  in  heart:  if  they  \iajie.Bfii!L  ^\i  ^s^^nsnt* 
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tunity  of  open  violence,  yet  at  leaft  John  Baptift's  head 
is  brought  in  a  charger,  by  and  by  into  every  company : 
the  minitter  will  be  beheaded  of  his  good  name,  by 
reproach  and  ignominy  caft  upon  him.  If  any  faithful 
reproof,  that  refle£ls  upon  your  honour,  or  croffes  your 
carnal  fatisfaftion,  raife  in  you  a  perfecuting  fpirit 
againft  tlie  reprover,  it  is  an  evidence  of  your  being 
but  a  rejefter  of  Ghrift. 

7.  There  is  a  Judas-like  generation,  who  betray  the 
Son  of  man  with  a  kifs  ;  with  the  kifs  of  a  prpfeffion, 
with  the  kifs  of  a  feigned  fubjeftion,  with  a  kifs  of 
flattery,  or  a  kifs  of  baflard  faith,  that  never  had  God 
for  the  father  of  it,  nor  the  word  of  God  for  the  mother 
of  it :  "  They  profefs  to  know  God,  but  in  works  they 
deny  him ;  havinp^  a  form  of  godlinefs,  but  denying  the 
power  thereof,''  They  want  but  an  opportunity  to  be- 
tray Ghrift;  whatever  prof-flion  of  love  to  him  they  make, 
yet,  whenever  the  trial  of  temptation  comes,  they  betray 
his  caufe,  they  betray  his  truth,  they  betray  his  people, 
they  betray  religion,  and  are  ready  to  turn  to  any  way, 
or  do  any  thing  that  the  world  defires  them,  rather  than 
lofe  the  bag  :  yea,  they  will  fell  Chritt  for  thirty  pieces 
of  filver;  and  Efau-like,  fell  their  birth-right  for  a  mefs 
of  pottage.  They  will  give  up  with  Ghrift,  and  with  a  good 
caufe,  and  a  good  confcience  too,  for  a  wordly  trifle, 

8.  There  is  a  Balaam-like  generation,  that  will  defire 
to  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  to  have  their  laft 
end  like  his  ;  yet  they  love  not  to  live  the  life  of  tlie 
righteous.  They  would  defire  to  die  as  faints,  but  to 
live  like  pagans  :  they  would  defire  to  have  Ghrift  when 
they  are  dying,  but  they  care  not  for  Ghrift  when  they 
are  living.  But,  how  foolifli  is  that  defire,  whereby 
they  would  die  in  the  Lord,  but  live  without  him!  Yea, 
the  life  of  many  is  a  praftical  faying  with  the  Jews, 
Away  with  Ghrift,  away  with  him;  away  with  him,  and 
give  ine  Barabbas.  The  hearts  of  many  fay.  Away  witli 
that  Ghrift  whom  you  call  fo  glorious  and  tranfcendent, 
and  give  me  the  world,  give  me  my  lufts  and  idols. 

In  thefe  eight  particulars  you  fee  a  fight  of  the  world, 
the  temper  and  difpofition  of  the  moft  part,  and  how 
Cbrift  is  defpifed  and  rejefliecl  of  men;  and  Ihall  that  be 
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your  difpofition  too?  Can  you  find  in  your  heart  to  turn 
your  back  upon  this  glorious,  matchlefs  Prince  of  the 
kings  of  the  earth,  with  the  reft  of  the  world  ?  Are 
you  content  that  he  get  no  backing  to  follow  him  and 
praife  him  ?  O  the  more  you  have  rejedted  him,  the 
more  Ihould  you  receive  him.     Again, 

CS*]  'The  third  motive  is,  confider  what  you  will 
receive  if  you  receive  Chrift.  I  remember  upon  the 
do£trinal  part  *,  when  I  Ihewed  the  reafons,  why  they 
that  have  received  Chrift,  are  to  walk  in  him,  in  fliew- 
ing  what  encouragement  a  man  that  receiveth  Chrill^ 
hath  to  walk  in  him,  I  told  of  eight  things  that  a  be- 
liever receives  when  he  receiveth  Chrift,  namely,  that 
he-  receiveth  pardon,  peace,  grace,  the  promifes,  the 
Spirit,  the  adoption  of  children,  a  title  to  heaven,  and 
even  all  tilings,  when  he  receiveth  Chrift:  but  this  all^ 
that  he  receiveth  in  Chrift,  will  admit  of  infinitely  more 
particulars.  I  fliall,  at  this  time,  name  a  few  things 
more  that  you  will  receive,  if  you  receive  Chrift. 

I.  If  you  receive  Chrift,  you  receive  light  with  him; 
f  jr  he  is  the  light  of  the  world ;  and,  in  his  light  Ihall 
we  fee  light  clearly.  You  ftiall  be  in  a  cafe  to  fay, 
Once  I  was  blind,  but  now  I  fee  ;  once  darkncfs,  but 
now  light  in  the  Lord.  If  Chrift  be  not  received,  you 
have  no  light  in  you.  O  poor  ignorant  foul,  dark  and 
blind  creature,  ready  to  fall  into  utter  darknefs  !  may 
not  this  be  motive  enough  for  yoii,  to  look  after  Chrift, 
and  feek  an  intereft  in  him,  that  if  you  follow  him,  you 
fliall  not  walk  in  darknefs,  but  ftiall  have  the  light  of  life; 
you  fliall  fee  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift? 
*'  Said  I  not  unto  thee,  if  thou  wouldeft  believe,  thou 
fliouldeft  fee  the -glory  of  God  ?''  And  that  fight  will  be 
an  introduction  to  the  vifion  of  his  glory,  for  ever  in 
heaven.  Surely  if  you  were  not  utterly  blind,  you  would 
pot  rejefl  this  light.  The  light  of  the  natural  fun  is  de- 
Arable,  to  any  that  have  eyes  to  fee  it;  but  ten  thoufand 
times  more  is  the  light  of  this  Sun  of  righteoqfnefs;  yea, 
infinitely  more  than  the  lightof  reafon,or  the  light  of  lear- 
ning and  human  wifdom;  for  you  may  have  t)bat  light,  and 

yet 
♦  Fi'z.  On  the  fourtli  general  head,  p.  lo^ij  lov 
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yet  a  dead  man;  but  this  ia  the  light  of  life,  John  viii.  12. 
Therefore, 

2.  If  you  receive  Chrift,  you  receive  life ;  fpiritual 
life,  eternal  life;  John  vi.  47.  ''  He  that  believeth  on  me, 
hath  eternal  life."  He  is  the  refurre£lion  and  the  life; 
and  he  came  to  give  life,  and  to  give  it  more  abundantly. 
He  himfelf  is  the  bread  of  life,  that  you  ftiould  live  upon; 
and  for  maintaining  of  your  life,  you  ftiould  be  fed  with 
the  fineft  of  the  wheat,  and  with  honey  out  of  the  rock, 
Why,  man,  you  would  give  much  for  your  natural  lifq 
if  it  was  in  hazard;  but  what  think  you  of  fpiritual  and 
eternal  life  ?  The  life  of  juftification  and  fanftifi^jation  ? 
The  life  of  joy  and  confolation?  The  life  of  communion 
and  feJlowlhip  with  God  ?  The  life  of  begun  glory  ? 
And  to  be  in  cafe  to  fay,  To  me  to  live  is  Cbrift.  Chrift 
is  the  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  giver  and  reftorer  of  this 
life  ;  the  maintainer  and  preferver  of  it ;  the  food  and 
medicine  of  it ;  and  the  very  bufniefs  of  the  man's  life; 
To  me  to  live  is  Cbrift. 

3.  If  you  receive  Chrift,  you  receive  liberty ;  John 
viii.  36.  **  If  the  Son  make  you  free,  then  are  you  free 
indeed."  You  fliall  have  freedom  from  the  iron  yoke 
of  the  law^  in  its  terrible  threatenings,  legal  command- 
ments, and  dreadful  curfes,  which  now  you  are  under: 
freedom  from  the  wrath  of  God ;  freedom  from  your 
idols;  for  he  proclaims  liberty  to  captives  ;  and  he  hath 
the  key  of  the  prifon-houfe,  to  open  your  prifon-doors. 
It  is  a  dark  prifon  in  which  you  are,  wherein  you  can 
underftand  no  more  favingly  of  God,  than  the  ftones  of 
the  wall :  but  he  fays  to  the  prifoners,  Go  fortby  and 
behold  tbe  ligbt. — It  is  a  fearful  pit  wherein  you  are, 
in  which  you  will  be  furprized  with  the  fear  of  death 
and  hell,  if  confcience  but  awaken  upon  you ;  but  he 
comes  to  deliver  them,  who  through  fear  of  death,  were 
all  their  life-time  fubjeft  to  bondage.  Such  freedom 
from  the  fting  of  death  doth  he  give,  that  if  you  receive 
him,  you  may  welcome  death  when  it  comes,  faying, 
Come^  ftinglefs  death ;  welcome,  O  friend  ! 

4.  If  you  receive  Chrift,  you  receive  advantage  by 
every  ordinance,  and  particularly  you  receive  the  good 
of  the  word :  '^  The  word  preached  doth  not  profit, 
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not  being  mixed  with  faith,^'  Heb.  iv.  2.  But  now^ 
when  it  is  mixed  with  faith,  and  receiving  of  Chrift^ 
then  the  word  preached  ihall  profit,  and  you  Ihall  pick 
out  fonie  fpiritual  advantage  out  of  this  word,  and  that 
word,  as  we  ufe  to  pick  out  of  every  corner  of  the  fhell 
that  is  broken,  (as  of  a  wahmt),  the  kernel  that  is  in  it; 
fo  will  you  be  in  cafe  to  pick  out  the  kernel  of  this  and 
the  other  word  and  ordinance,  and  get  focd  and  nourifti- 
ment  to  your  foul.  Out  of  the  fame  rofe  there  is  honey 
to  the  bee,  and  poifon  to  the  fpider  ;  fo,  the  word  and 
ordinance  that  proves  the  favour  of  life  to  one,  proves 
the  favour  of  death  to  another. 

5.  If  you  receive  Chrift,  you  Ihall  receive  advantage 
by  every  providence  ;  Rom.  viii.  28.  "  All  things  ihall 
work  together  for  good,  to  them  that  love  God,  to  them 
who  are  the  called  according  to  his  purpofe."  Merciful 
providences  will  make  you  thankful,  and  crofs  provi* 
dences  will  make  you  humble  ;  and  you  fhall  have  oc- 
cafion  to  fmg  of  mercy  and  judgment.  And  though 
under  a  temptation,  or  the  prevalence  of  imbelief,  you 
may  come  to  fay  in  an  hour  of  diftrefs,  *'  All  thefe 
things  are  againft  you  ;"  yet  you  Ihall  find  all  moving 
for  you,  and  that  he  hath  done  all  things  well. 

6.  If  you  receive  Chrift,  you  receive  righteoufnefs, 
even  a  robe  of  righteoufnefs,  in  which  you  may  appear 
bpldly  before  the  ti'ibunal  of  infinite  juftice^  and  before 
the  throne  of  infinite  holinefs,  without  being  alhamed 
or  afraid :  becaufe  holinefs  is  vindicated,  juftice  is 
fatisfied,  ^nd  the  law  is  magnified,  by  the  aftive  and 
paffive  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  which  fhall  be  imputed 
to  you  ;  fo  as  you  fhall  be  in  cafe  to  fay.  Surely  in  the 
Lord  have  I  righteoufnefs. 

7.  If  you  receive  Chrift,  you  receive  ftrength  as  weU 
as  righteoufnefs :  ftrength  to  enable  you  in  all  your  du- 
ties; and  alfo  ftrength  to  fupport  you  in  all  your  4iffi^til- 
ties;  Surely  in  the  Lord  have  I  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength. 
Yea,  you  fhall  be  able  to  do  all  things,  through  Chrifl 
•ftrengthening  you.  You  fhall  be  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and 
in  the  power  of  his  might:  and  ftrong  in  the  grace  that.is 
in  Chrift  Jefus.  Let  this  be  an  arguTcent  to  thofe  who  are 
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by  nature  without  ftrength  .to  receive  Chrift  Jefus  the 
Lord,  that  they  may  be  ilrengthened  to  walk  in  him. 

8.  If  you  receive  Chrift,  you  fliall  receive  fupply  of 
all  your  wants :  when  the  Lord  is  your  fliepherd,  you 
ihall  not  want,  Pfalm  xxiii.  i.  You  fhall  want  no  good 
thing ;  you  ftiall  receive  the  .fupply"  of  all  your  fpiritual 
wants ;  out  of  Chrift's  fulnefs,  you  \yill  receive  grace 
for  grace :  your  God  will  fupply  all  your  needs,  accord- 
ing to  his  riches  in  glory  by  Chrift:  Yea,  you  will  get 
a  fupply  of  all  your  temporal  wants  and  loffes  ;  you  re- 
ceive that  which  will  be  abundantly  up-making  to  you, 
in  all  your  loffes.  Have  you  loft  huft)and,  wife,  child- 
ren, or  any  dear  and  intimate  relation  ?  Well,  this  may 
be  very  affixing,  but  Chrift  can  well  compenfate  all 
loffes  of  that  kind  ;  for  he  is,  and  will  be  to  his  people, 
better  than  ten  thoufand  wives,  or  children,  or  familiar 
concerns  ;  for  he  is  all  in  all. 

And,  in  a  word,  in  your  receiving  Chrift,  joxx  fliall 
receive  more  than  eye  hath  feen,  or  ear  heard,  or  heart 
conceived  here,  and  an  immortal  crown  of  glory  hereafter. 
Yea,  he  that  receiveth  Chrift,  receiveth  God;  Mat. x. 40. 
"  He  that  receiveth  me,  receiveth  him  that  fent  me." 
And  what  can  be  more  faid?  He  is  an  heir  of  God.  As  he 
that  receiveth  a  tree,  gets  not  only  the  fruit,  but  all  that 
is  on  the  tree,  and  all  that  it  can  produce  to  himfelf ;  fo  be 
that  gets  Chrift,  gets  not  only  the  fruit  that  grows  on  the 
tree  of  life,  but  all  tliat  is  in  the  tree  to  himfelf:  and,  fince 
God  is  in  Chrift,  he  that  receiveth  Chrift,  receiveth  God. 
A  man  may  eat  of  the  fruit  of  a  tree,  and  yet  have  no 
intereft  in  the  tree:  even  fo,  many  eat  fome  of  the  fweet 
fruit  of  this  tree,  in  common  providence  and  grace;  but 
he  that  receiveth  Chrift,  hath  intereft  in  the  tree  itfelf, 
as  well  as  in  the  fruit ;  yea,  here  the  believing  eater 
grows  into  the  tree,  being  a  branch  thereof;  /  am  tbe^ 
vine^  ye  are  the  branches^  John  xv.  5.  Yea,  he  hath  the 
tree  of  life  planted  in  his  heart ;  Chrift  dwells  in  their 
hearts  by  faith,  Eph.  iii.  17.  It  were  grofs  to  afk,  how 
Chrift  in  heaven,  and  believers  on  earth,  can  be  fo.  clofe- 
ly  united ;  for  man  and  wife  are  one  fiejhy  though  a 
thoufand  miles  afunder;    much  more  Chrift  and  the 

believer 


Ser.  XLI.  4ind  Walking  Hn  bim,  opened.  175 

believer  are  one  Spirit^  though  the  vifible  heavens  in- 
terveen  betwixt  them,  i  Cor.  vi.  17. 

[4.3  The  fourth  motive  is,  Confider  what  you  re- 
ceive, if  you  receive  not  Chrift :  Why,  there  are  four 
things  you  mull  receive,  if  you  receive  not  Chrift  :  you 
muft  receive  lufts,  for  your  laws ;  tlie  devil,  for  your 
mafter;  the  curfe,  for  your  comfort;  and  hell,  for  your 
portion  and  reward. 

1.  If  you  receive  not  Chrift,  you  muft  receive  lufts, 
for  your  laws :  either  you  rhuft  receive  Chrift  or  Barab- 
bas.  When  you  roceive  not  Chrift,  you  receive  fin;  and 
fin  Ihall  have  dominion  over  you,  while  you  rejed  the 
Saviour,  who  faves  from  fin  :  and  what  for  a  gueft  is 
fin,,  which  you  receive  in  Chrift's  room  ? — It  is  a  Gcd- 
oppofing  gueft  ;  for,  it  is  enmity  againft  God. — It  is  a 
God-provoking  gueft ;  for  it  expofes  you  to  his  fury.— 
It  is  a  foul-defiling  gueft ;  it  defiles  all  the  houf(?  where 
it  is;  nay,  makes  you  abominable  to  God.— It  is  a  moft 
expenfive  gueft ;  it  will  coft  you  dear,  even  the  lofs  of 
your  immortal  foul. 

2.  If  you  receive  not  Chrift,  you  muft  receive  the 
devil,  for  your  mafter ;  for  there  is  no  midft,  either 
Chrift  or  the  devil  muft  be  your  mafter :  and  when  you 
receive  fuch  a  gueft  as  this,  in  the  room  of  Chrift,  do  you 
confider  what  for  a  gueft,  a  dreadful  gueft  the  devil  \&  ? 
He  is  a  gueft  that  will  blind  you ;  for,  the  god  of  this 
world  doth  blind  the  minds  of  them  that  believe  not.-— 
He  is  a  g\ieft  that  will  harden  you  fo,  as  you  ftiall  be  like 
the  adamant,  and  get  no  good  of  word  and  rod,  ordinance^ 
or  providences.— He  is  a  gueft  that  will  deceive  you  ; 
either  by  perfuading  you  that  you  have  received  Chrift 
already,  that  you  are  a  good  enough  believer ;  or  by 
perfuading  you  to  believe  untruths,  and  turn  you  into 
damnable  errors  to  believQ  a  lie.  Whence  come  all  the 
errors  of  our  day,  but  from  the  devil,  who  is  a  liar  from 
the  beginning  ? — He  is  a  gueft  that  will  not  only  delude 
you,  but  deftroy  you,  and  devour  you  ;  for,  "  He  goeth 
about  as  a  roaring  lion,  feeking  whom  he  may  devour." 
And  as  now  he  is  your  tempter,  fo  afterwards  he  will 
be  your  accufer. 

J.  1/ 70U  receive  not  Chrift,  you  mv3&  ^^c^\\^  "C^ 
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curie  for  your  comfort :  no  comfort  in  all  the  word  of 
God  belongs  to  you  that  are  reje£ters  of  Chrift,  but  only 
the  curfe  of  the  law ;  "  Curfed  is  every  one,  that  con- 
tinueth  not  in  all  things  that  are  written  in  the  book  of 
the  law  to  do  them.''  You  receive  more  and  more  of 
this  fentence  of  condemnation;  the  more  you  live  in  un- 
belief, the  more  doth  this  curfe  take  place,  binding  you 
over  to  more  and  more  of  wrath  ;  J'  He  that  believeth 
not,  is  condemned  already;  and  the  wrath  of  God  abid- 
eth  on  him."  You  are  under  the  wrath  of  God  :  and, 
oh!  what  is  that?  The  ^ojratb  of  a  king^  is  as  the  roaring 
of  a  lion-'  but,  oh  !  what  is  the  wrath  of  God  like!  Surely, 
The  thunder  of  his  wrathful  power  none  can  underftand. 
Nebuchadnezzar  was  in  great  wrath  and  fiiry,  when 
the  vifage  of  his  countenance  changed  againft  the  three 
children;  and  he  commanded  the  furnace  to  be  madefeven 
times  hotter  :  but,  oh!  what  is  the  wrath  of  God,  when 
he  is  as  angry  as  Nebuchadnezzar  was  !  And  truly  he 
is  angry  with  the  wicked  every  day.     Therefore, 

4.  If  you  receive  not  Chrift,  you  muft  receive  hell 
for  your  portion;  Mark  xvi.  16.  "  He  that  believeth  not, 
fliall  be  damned."  Do  not  think  it  is  a  minifter  only 
that  fays  it ;  it  is  the  word  of  God:  and  if  you  think  not 
the  SAY  of  a  Grod,  the  word  of  a  God  of  truth  enough, 
he  hath  sworn  it,  as  well  as  faid  it ;  you  have  the  oath 
of  God  interpofed  in  the  matter;  Heb.  iii.  18.  He  fwears 
in  his  wrath,  that  you  Ihall  not  enter  into  his  reft:  And 
to  whom  does  he  thus  Iwear  in  his  wrath?  Even  to  them 
that  believe  not.  And,  oh!  what  think  you  of  this  dam- 
nation which  God  fwears  you  ftiall  receive,  if  you  receive 
not  Chrift  ?  It  will  be  damnation  proportioned  to  the 
mean.^  you  have  enjoyed ;  damnation  propK)rtioned  to 
tiie  worth  of  the  blood  of  Chrift,  which  you  have  tramp- 
led under  foot.  And,  O!  what  think  you  of  that  debt, 
which  is  as  great  as  the  price  of  the  blood  of  Chrift  ? 
Will  you  ever  be  able  to  pay  it  ?  No,  by  no  means: 
you  will  fmk  under  it  for  ever.  It  will  be  wrath  pro- 
portioned to  the  greatnefs  of  that  falvation  which  you 
neglcft.     See  Heb.  ii.  3.  and  chap.  x.  29, 30,  31. 

And  now,  what  do  you  think  of  all  this,  that  I  have 
been  frying  ?   Is  there  no  we\gVit  \ti  ^vik  COT&Aewtlon^ 
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namely,  whom  you  are  called  to  receive  ;  and  how  the 
moft  part  of  the  world  are  rejecting  Chrift ;  and  what 
you  Ihall  receive  if  you  receive  Chrift  ;  and  what  you 
muft  receive  if  you  receive  not  Chrift?  Do  you  think 
all  thefe  tilings  fancies,  or  realities  ?  If  the  devil  be 
tempting  you  to  think  they  are  but  fancies  :  I  tell  you, 
in  the  name  of  the  great  God,  that  they  are  realities  : 
and  you  ftiall  find  them  fadly  to  be  lb,  when  death's  cold 
fweat  begins  to  break  upon  you;  when  your  eye-ftrings 
begin  to  loofe  :  and  the  union  between  the  foul  and  body 
begins  to  be  diffolved,  and  you  called  to  go  to  the  tribu- 
nal of  God.  O  man  then,  to-day,  while  it  is  called  to-day, 
harden  not  your  heart  as  in  the  provocation.  Do  you 
know  that  you  Ihall  hear  another  offer  of  Chrift  again  ? 
Nay,  all  the  world  cannot  affure  you,  that  you  ftiall  have 
another  Sabbath-day;  nor  certify  you  that  you  ftiall  have 
a  to-morrow. 

I  think  there  is  as  much  weight  in  what  hath  been 
faid,  as  may,  at  leaft,  engage  you,  when  you  go  home, 
to  go  to  your  knees,   ^nd  cry,  '  Lord,  what  a  fad  cafe 

*  am  I  in  while  without  Chrift  !    O  give   me  Chrift,  or 

*  elfe  I  die!  O  give  me  the  fpirit  of  faith,  that  I  may  re- 

*  ceive  Chrift!  for  I  perifli  eternally  without  Chrift!'-— 
May  the  Lord  himfelf  awaken  and  quicken  you. 


SERMON      XLII. 

CoLos.  ii.  6. 

Aiye  have  received  Chrift  J  efus  theLord^fo  Hjuclkyein  bim^ 

[The  Ninth  Sermon  oh  tliis  Text.] 

AS  it  is  not  fafe  walking  clofe  by  tlie  fea-fide,  when 
the  waves  are  tumbling  out  upon  the  fliore  ;   fo  it 
is  not  fafe  to  walk  in  this  world,  accordm^  to  \iv^  cqvx5:\^ 
thereof,  when  the  fleluge  of  God^^  wxath.  \s  cetvi\^ 
Vol.  III.  -J-  M  \>t^^vci^ 
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breakings  out  upon  it :  it  is  the  fafeft  courfe  to  get  into 
the  Ark,  and  walk  therein.  In  this  goipel  there  is  an 
Ark  provided,  even  Chrill ;  and  tliere  is  a  window  c- 
pened  in  the  fide  of  this  Ark  ;  yea,  the  hand  of  'mercy- 
put  forth  at  this  window,  to  pull  in  ihelterlefs  doves, 
that  can  find  no  rell  elfewhere.  Many  hover  without, 
till  the  Hood  wafli  them  off  from  the  fides  of  the  Ark, 
and  they  perifti  eternally:  but  happy  they  that  are  taught 
to  fly  in,  by  the  wing  of  faith  ;  and  this  is  what  here  we 
are  called  to,  namely,  to  receive  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord, 
and  fo  to  walk  in  him. 

In  the  preceding  difcourfe,  we  mentioned  four  mo- 
tives to  engage  you  to  receive  Chrift.  We  now  proceed 
to  the  other  two.  The  firft  of  which  we  fhall  difmifs  at 
the  time. 

[5.]  The  fifth  motive  we  adduce  is,  Confidcr  the 
malignity  of  unbelief  in  rejecting  Chrift,  or  not  receiving 
of  him,  as  he  is  offered  to  us  in  th€  gofpel.  Now,  the 
malignity  of  unbelief  will  appear,  if  you  confider  both  tlie 
linfulnefs  and  the  hurtfulnefs  of  it. 

(i.)  The  finfulnefs, of  unbelief  in  i-ejeSking  Chrift,  and 
not  receiving  him.  If  a  man  be  guilty  of  murder,  adul- 
tery, or  the  like,  prefently  he  is  odious,  and  juftly  look- 
ed upon  as  a  monftrous  finner ;  but  yet  your  fin  of  un- 
belief goes  a  ftep  beyond  all  tliefe,  if  you  duly  confider 
it ;  for,  when  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  fent  to  convince  the 
world  of  fin,  John  xvi.  9.  he  pitches  upon  this  fin,  as 
if  there  was  no  other  that  the  world  needed  to  be  con- 
vinced of;  'VHe  will  convince  the  world  of  fin,  becaufe 
they  believe  not  on  the  Son  of  God:"  Why  ?  becaufe 
there  is  more  finfulnefs  in  it,  than  any  other.  Oh!  y/hat 
an  abyfs  of  iniquity  is  in  the  bowels  of  unbelief!  What 
made  the  old  world  fo  fecure,  before  the  deluge  came 
and  fwept  them  away,  but  unbelief?  And,  how  comes  it 
that  now,  both  wife  and  foolifli  virgins  do  flumber,  be- 
fore the  coming  of  the  Bridegroom,  but  from  unbelief? 
Unbelief  is  virtually  all  fin.  Scandalous  fins  have  more 
infamy,  but  unbelief  hath  more  of  obliquity  and  guilt 
in  it,  it  being  againft  the  greateft  law,  and  ftrongeft 
obligations.     But,  more  particularly,  we  may  take  tip 

the 
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the  finfulnefs  of  unbelief  in  the  fallowing  particulars; 
fuch  as  thefe, 

I.  The  fmfulnefs  of  unbelief  in  reje^linp;  Chrift  will 
appear,  if  we  confider  it  with  reipedt  to  God  ;  for,  un- 
belief doth  difhonour  God  more  than  any  other  fin,  by 
calling  in  queftion  all  his  attributes,  and  calling  an  af- 
front upon  all  his  perfecli<)ns  :  no  greater  indignity  can 
be  done  to  the  glory  of  God,  ti;ian  is  done  by  unbelief ; 
it  hath  a  mouth  full  of  blafphemy  againft  Qod. — Why? 
by  unbelief  v»^e  trample  upon  the  authority  of  God  that 
commands  us  to  believe  :  it  is  a  proud  ccaitompt  of  the 
divine  command,  under  the  mafic  of  humility  ;  for,  un- 
belief doth  ordinarily  pafs  vailccf  under  the  vizard  of 
fome  refined  virtue;  and  tliat  is  one  of  the  reafons  why 
it  is  io  little  feen,  and  that  pc^^plc  arc  convinced  of  other 
fms  and  breaches  of  the  commands  of  God,  but  not  of 
this :  befides  that  grofs  fms,  the  convidlion  of  them 
may  arife  from  a  natural  confcience^  but  the  light  of 
nature  dotli  not  lead  men  to  the  (fonviftion  of  unbelief ; 
it  being  a  gofpel,  and  more  fpiritual  fin  :  however,  the 
more  fpiritual  it  is,  the  worfe,  in  trampling  upon  the 
authority  of  that  God  who  is  a  Spirit. — By  unbelief,  as 
we  defpife  his  authority,  fo  we  deny  his  faithfulneis,  and 
charge  him  with  a  lie;  ^'  He  that  believeth  not,hath  made, 
God^  a  liar;  becaufe  he  believeth  not  the  record  that  God 
gave  concerning  his  Son,"  i  John  v.  10.  As  he  that,  be- 
lieveth,fets  to  his  feal  that  God  is  true;  fo,  he  that  believ- 
eth not,  fets  his  feal  to  that  dreadful  untruth,  that  God 
is  a  liar.  We  may  tremble  to  mention  the  evil  of  un- 
belief. To  give  the  lie  is  reckoned  the'  greatefl:  injury 
among  men;  for,  truth  is  the  ground  of  commerce,  and 
human  fociety:  io  that  to  fay  that  a  man  is  a  liar,  is  as 
much  as  to  fay,  he  is  unworthy,  and  unfit  to  keep  com- 
pany with  men  :  And,  alas!  what  an  injury  is  this  to 
God,  who  Hands  more  upon  his  word  than  any  other 
part  of  his  name  !  Pfal.  cxxxviii.  2.  lie  bath  magnljied 
his  svord  above  ell  bis  name:  in  fo  much  that  we  have 
more  experience  of  God,  in  making  good  his  word, 
than  in  any  other  thing. — By  unbelief  we  deny  the  wif- 
(dom  of  God,  and  charge  him  with  folly.  All  the  trcaju^es 
0/  'iffi/dom  are  laid  up  in  Chrift^  and  m  tJ\^  cgii&ivN^Tvs:.^ 
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of  falvation  througli  him  :   here  is  the  manifold  wifdom 
of  God ;   which  the   angels  admire-     Behold,   unbelief 
imputes  folly  to  the  only  wife  God;  and  that  in  tlie  moll 
fignal  iriilance  of  it. — Again,  by  unbelief  you  deny  the 
power  of  God,  and  queftion  his  ability:   Can  God  furnijh 
c  table  in  the  v)ildernefs?  Pfal.  Ixxviii*  19,  20.      Can  the 
Jon  of  Jeffe  give  you  vineyards?  fays  unbelief.     Though 
he  be  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft;  unbelief  fuppofes  there 
is  I()mething  Joo  hard  for  God,   that  he  cannot  do,  and 
which  his  power  cannot  reach. — By  unbelief  we  deny 
the  love  and  mercy  of  God,   and  charge  him  witli  un- 
mercifulnefs,  and  defeft  of  goodnefs,  as  if  he  was  an 
implacable  Judc^e  ftill,   and  not  upon  a  throne  of  grace, 
uor  a  God  in  Chrill  reconciling  the  world  to  himfelf.  God 
fo  loved  the  ivorld^  that  be g^ve  bis  only  begotten  Son;  tkat 
^bofoever  believetb   in  bim^  Jfjonld  not  perijlj^    but  have 
ever laf ting  life^  John  iii.  16.     But  unbelief  contemns  all 
the  difcoveries  that  God  makes  of  his  love  and  goodwill 
Xo  men  in  Chrift.    God  fays,  you  need  my  Son,  you  are 
damned  if  you  take  him  not;  and  I  freely  offer  him  to  you 
that  you  may  be  faved,  a^d  yet  v/e  reje6l  tliis  grace. — 
Yea,  by  unbelief  we  flrike  at  the  very  being  of  God,  and 
make  an  attempt  upon  God's  life:  fo  much  atheifm  is  in 
unbelief,  that,  at  one  ftroke,  we  thereby  take  away  the 
fcriptures,  God  and  Chrift,  and  all  the  good  things  that 
belong  to  our  peace.     So  much  blafphemy  is  in  it,  that 
every  unbeliever,  by  his  fecret  and  open  murmurings  a- 
gainft  God,  doth  raife  many  black  fcandals  upon  Gcd. 
So  miich  idolatry  is  in  it,  that  every  unbeliever  idolizes 
himfelf,  his   own  carnal  wifdom,  pride,  will,  common 
gifts,  felf-fufficiency,    legal  righteoufnels,  and  feeming 
good  duties,   and  by  felf-dependetlcy  maketh  himfelf  his 
God.    Thus  doth  he  deify  himfelf  and  undeify  the  true 
God.    As  faith  honours  God,  fo  doth  unbelief  diflionour 
him.    What  God  doth  to  the  creature,  that  faith  doth  to 
God:    God  juftifieth,  fanftifieth,  and  glorifieth  the  crea- 
ture;   and  ib  faith  doth  juftify,   fanftify,  and   glorify 
God. — ^Faith  doth  juftify  God,  Luke  vii.  29.;- acquit  him 
from  all  the  jealoufies  that  the  carnal  world,  and  the 
carnal  heart  doth  caft  upon  him. — ^Faith  doth  fanftify 
Gody  Nam.  xx.  i2,;  by  feilm^\{\m^!acr«^^^atu^ 
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lieving  that  he  can  make  good  his  word,  when  the  courfe 
of  all  things  fcems  to  contradict  it. — Faith  doth  glorify 
God,  Rom.  iv,  20.;  declaratively  giving  him  the  glory 
of  his  excellencies  :  but  unbelief,  inftead  of  juftifjing, 
doth  .accufe  fiim  ;  inftead  of  fanilifying  his  name,  doth, 
but  profane  it ;  inftead  of  glorifying,  doth  difnonour 
him.  And  therefore  it  is  the  mott  heinous  and  hateful 
fin. 

2.  Th<5  finfulnefs  of  unbelief  will  appear,  if  we  con- 
fider  it  with  refpccl  to  Christ.  Unbelief  reproaches 
him,  betrays  him,  kills  him,  and  curfes  him. — By  unbe- 
lief, in  rejefting  Chrift,  you  reproach  him  as  if  he  was  a 
deceiver;  for,  the  native  language  of  unbelief  is,  he  is 
not  the  Saviour  of  fmncrs  ;  he  is  but  an  impoftor,  and 
fo  we  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  him:  his  Words  feem 
to  you  as  idle  tales,  and  you  believe  them  not;  as  if  he 
was  like  Naphtali,  cheating  you  with  goodly  words. — 
By  unbelief  you  betray  him,  faying,  Haily  Majter^  under 
a  pretence  of  friendfliip.  Many  eat  his  bread,  wear  his: 
livery,  call  him  Mafter,  and  yet  lift  up  the  heel  againft 
him.-'—By  unbelief  you  kill  and  crucify  him  afrelh:  know  . 
it  from  the  Lord,  Sirs,  they  may  have  a  haftd  in  cruci- 
fying Chrift,  that  never  faw  his  face;  Heb.  vi.  6.  They 
crucify  to  tbemfelves  the  Son  ofGodafreJh. — Yea,  by  un- 
belief you  curfe  him,  and  call  him  accurfed,  whom  God 
hath  bleffed  ;  and  of  whom  it  is  faid,  that  Men  pail  be 
blejfed  in  bim^  and  all  nations  Jhall  call  bim  bleffed.  It 
may  be,  you  w^dl  ignorantly  rejeft  this  charge  and  fay, 
you  never  curfed  Chrift,  or  called  him  accurfed  all  your 
days:  but  in  vain  do  you  excufe  yourfelves,  if  you  be 
an  unbeliever  under  the  gofpel;  for,  every  one  that  hath 
heard  the  gofpel,  do^  either  by  faith  fay,  that  Jefus  is 
the  Lord,  receiving  him  as  fuch  ;  or  elfe,  by  unbelief,, 
do  practically  call  him  accurfed,  and  rejeft  him  as  aa 
horrible, impoftor  :  yea,  every  unbeliever  doth  trample 
on  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  count  the  blood  of  the 
covenant  an  unholy  thing,  Heb.  v.  29.  All  unbelief  hath 
fomething  of  this  in  it.  The  apoftlc  fhews  how  ^11  that 
hear  of  Chrift,  do  either  by  faith  crown  him,  or  by  un- 
belief curfe  him ;  Wherefore  I  give  you  to  underftand^ 
that  no  manfpeaking  by  tbe  Spirit  of  Gody  calleib  ^ejus 
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xiccurfed:  and  that  no  man  can  fay  tbatyefus  is  the  Lord^ 
but  by  the  Holy  Gboft^  I  Cor.  xii.  3.  And,  oh!  Ihall  we 
reckon  it  a  light  matter,  thus  to  tread  upon  the  Son  of 
Gad,  and  trample  uprm  God's  moft  precious  jewel, 
wherein  he  is  well-pleafed  ;  and  to  loath  that  which  God 
loves  above  all  things?  What  horrible  ingratitude  is  it 
•  to  llight  that  remedy,  that  the  infinitiely  wife  God  hath 
been  at  lb  great  pains,  and  lb  much  expences  to  pre- 
pare for  us  ;  and  hath  00ft  him  more  than  the  creating 
of  ten  thoufand  worlds  would  have  done !  And  that  we 
ihould  flight  the  works,  which  he  prefers  to  all  his  other 
works  !  How  criminal  mult  it  be  to  undervalue  that, 
and  to  prefer  the  devil  and  our  lufts  before  it ! 

3.  The  finfalnefs  of  unbelief,  in  not  receiving  Chrift, 
will  appear,  if  we  confider  it  with  refpeftto  the  Spirit; 
fvr  unbelief  bears  its  curfed  oppofition  againft  a  whole 
glorious  Trinity  :  and  feeing  God,  in  the  gofpel, .  doth 
Itrive  with  people  by  his  Spirit,  and  the  motions  tliereof; 
people  cannot,  by  unbelief,  rejeft  Chrift,  but  they  muft 
fin  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft,  as  well  as  againft  the  Father 
and  the  Son.  Indeed,  every  fin  is  a  fin  againft  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  tho'  every  fin  be  not  that  which  is  called  eminent- 
ly the  fin  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft;  for,  there  are  manifold 
degrees  of  finning  that  take  place,  before  it  comes  to  that 
dreadful  and  unpardonable  fin.  There  are  five  or  fix 
degrees  of  unbelief,  which  all  bear  a  reference  to  the 
Spirit  of  God,  and  every  one  of  them  is  worfe  than  ano- 
ther,  and  the  laft  the  moft  terrible. — One  degree  of  un- 
belief is  that  whereby  the  Spirit  is  faid  to  be  grieved; 
**  Grieve  not  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God:  Forty  years  long 
was  I.  grieved  with  this  generation." — Another  degree 
of  unbelief  is  that  whereby  the  Spirit  is  faid  to  be  vexed, 
Ifa.  Ixiii.  10.  They  vexed  his  Holy  Spirit.  Oh!  to  vex 
God  is  a  fad  matter. — A  third  degree  of  unbelief  is  that 
whereby  the  Spirit  is  faid  to  be  quenched;  ^encb  not 
the  Spirit^  I  Thefl".  V.  19.  We  are  apt  to  put  out  the 
fire  that  God  would  kindle  within  us. — A  fourth  degree 
of  unbelief  is  that  whereby  the  Spirit  of  God  is  faid  to 
be  refifted;  Do  ye  always  refift  the  Holy  GZ^i?/V ?  faid  Ste- 
phen to  his  unbelieving  hearers,  Afts  vii.  5. — The  fiftli 
degree  is  that  v/hereby  the  S^Vtvl  k  teckotied  to  be  def- 
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pi'fed  ;  and  when  it  comes  to  this,  people  are  nigh  unto 
curfmg :  *'  Beliold  ye  defpifers,  wonder  and  perilh." — 
But  then  the  fixth  and  lall,  and  truly  faddeft  degree  of 
all  is,  when  unbelief  comes  to  that  pitch,  whereby  the 
Spirit  is  faid  to  be  defpited,  Heb.  x.  29.  The  man  is 
filled  with  horrible  malice,  and  hath  done  delpite  unto 
tlie  Spirit  of  grace;  hnd  this  is  an  exprefilon  ufually 
taken  to  fignify  the  unpardonable  fin  againll  the  Holy 
Ghoft. — There  is  a  black  and  dark  ftair,  with  fix  fteps; 
and  as  we  would  not  chufe  to  go  down  to  the  lowell  ftep, 
let  us  beware  of  the  firft:  unbelief  hath  fome  ingredients, 
of  all  thefe  in  it.  And,  oh!  what  finfulnefs  may  we  fee 
from  hence  to  be  in  it ! 

4.  The  finfulnefs  of  unbelief,  will  appear,  if  we  con- 
fider  it  with  refpecl  to  the  gospel,  wherein  Ghrill  is  of- 
fered to  be  received.  Unbelief  doth  juli:  iVuilrate  .the  de- 
iign^nd  make  void  the  importance  of  the  gofpel  to  man; 
for,  be  receivetb  the  grace  of  God  in  vain^  %  Cor.  Vi.  i. 
As  goed,  yea,  better  had  it  been  for  fuch  a  man,  that- 
Ghrill  had  never  come  into  the  world ;  or  that  he  had 
laever  heard  of  him. — By  unbelief  we  fruilrate  Ghritt's 
glorious  expeditioj^  from  heaven  to  earth;  and,  in  a 
manner,  give  him  caufe  to  repent  of  his  death  and  bloody 
agony.  You  fay,  in  efteft,  Ghrift  might  have  remained, 
in  heaven,  kept  his  blood  in  his  veins,  and  that  he  died 
as  a  fool ;  and  you  give  him  no  thanks  for  his  pains. 
Alas!  fad  is  the  language  of  unbelief! — By  unbelief 
you  declare  a  gofpel-minittry  ufelefs  ;  you,  in  effeft,  not 
only  call  minifters  fools,  that  preach  the  gofpel,  but  the 
gofpel  itfelf  foolifhnefs;  "  The  preaching  of  the  crofs  is» 
to  them  that  perifli,  tboliftinefs  :  We  preach  Ghrift  cru- 
cified, to  the  Jews  a  ftumbling-block,  and  to  the  Greeks^ 
foolilhnefs." 

,  5.  The  finfulnefs  of  unbelief,  inr  rejecting  of  Ghrift,  . 
will  appear,  if  we  confider  it  in  the  effects  of  it,  with 
refpe£l  to  other  sins  :  As  it  is  the  mother  of  all  fin,  fo 
it  is.  the  mother  of  all  mifery.  Many  are  alharaed  of 
the  daughter,  but  not  of  the  mother :  they  are  alhara- 
ed of  theft,  murder,  and  adultery  ;  but  not  of  unbelief^ 
which  is  the  mother  of  all  thefe.  The  firft  fin  was  the 
fruit 'of  unbelief,  which  opened  the  door  Xo/aJX  W'^'^^ 
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xnifefy :  for,  had  not  Adam  difbelieved  the  word  of  God, 
he  had  not  believed  Satan,   nor  eaten  the   forbidden 
fruit:   and  ftill  it  is  the  prodigious  womb  of  all  thefe. — 
It  is  the  mother  of  hardnefs  and  ftupidity  of  heart;  **  He 
upbraided  them  for  their  unbelief  and  hardnefs  of  heart, 
becaufe  they  believed  not,"  Mark  xvi.  14, — It  is  the 
mother  of  apoftacy;  it  is  big  with  child  of  defetStion  from 
God;  "  Take  heed,  brethren,  left  there  be  in  any  of  you 
an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  in  departing  from  the  living 
God,"  Heb.  iii.  12.     Unbelief  travails  as  in  birth  till 
that  acpurfed.  child  of  apoftacy  be  brought  forth.     Why, 
thro'  unbelief,  the  man  lofes  the  thought  of  the  excellen- 
cy of  Chrift,   and  increafeth  in  thought  of  love  to  his 
idols:    for,  as  love  to  Chrift  doth  decreafe,   love  to  idols 
will  incrcafe.     And  again,  as  he  that  believeth  not  the 
threatening,   will  not  ttand  to  do  any  evil :   fo  he  that 
doth  not  believe  the  promife,  will  not  be  forward  to  do 
any  good;  hence  unbelief  makes  apoftacy. — Unbelief  is 
the  mother  of  lukewarmnefs  :  AH  our  negleft  and  cold- 
nefs  in  holy  duties,  comes  from  the  weaknefs  of  faith  or 
the  power  of  unbelief;  there  is  a  decay  at  the  root.  Faith 
makes  a  man  eameft  and  zealous;  but  unbelief  makes 
him  ooldrife  and  carelefs.  Unbelief  doth  even  turn  duties 
into  fin,   and  pollutes  every  duty,  every  adtion:    *'  To 
them  that  are  unbelieving,  is  nothing  pure;  ■  but  even 
their  mind  and  confcience  is  defiled,"  Tit.  i,  15.   **  The 
plowing  of  the  wicked  is  fin :  yea,  the  prayer  of  the  wick- 
ed is  abominable  to  God;  for,  whatfoever  is  not  of  faith 
is  fin."     And  as  it  turns   duties  into  fin  and  pollutes 
them;  fo  it  ftops  the  mortification  of  all  fin:  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  for  one,  in  the  exercife  of  unbelief,  to  mortify  a  luft 
or  idol.     You  may  allude  to,  Mat.  xvii.  20.  when  the 
difciples    alked  this   queftion.    Why  could  we    not  caft 
out  this  devil?   Chrift  anfwers,  Becaufe  of  your  unbelief 
So,  why  cannot  you  caft  out  that  devil,  that  luft,  that 
idol  ?  It  is  becaufe  of  your  unbelief. — Unbelief  is  the  mo- 
ther of  inftability.     Faith  is  a  fixing  grace;   My  heart  is 
fii/:ed^  trufing  in  the  Lord-  but  it  is  through  unbelief  that 
the  man  is  tofledto  and  fro;  If  ye  will  not  believe^  ft^^^^y 
ye  jhall  not  be  eftablijhed^  Ifa.  vii.  9. — Thus  it  is  the  fin 
of  all  fins,  the  prolific  woiub  of  every  other  fm. 
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6.  The  fmfulnefs  of  unbelief,  in  rejefting  Chrift,  will 
appear,  if  we  confider  it  more  clofely  with  refpeft  to  it- 
self. It  is  the  greateft  aft  of  folly  to  rejeft  and  not  to 
receive  Chrift;  ".They  have  rejefted  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  and  what  wifdom  is  in  them?''  Jer.  viii.  9.  Tho' 
ye  were  the  greateft  heads  of  wit  in  the  whole  world, 
while  ye  rejeft  Chrift,  ye  are  but  arrant  fools  ;  ye  can 
never  be  wife  unto  falvation  while  this  ijs  your  cafe.— 
What  a  greater  folly  than  to  refufe  a  remedy,  when  it 
is  in  our  offer?  For  an  wounded  man  to  flight  a  phyfici- 
an,  or  a  condemned  man  to  flight  a  pardon,  is  an  ar- 
gument he  is  not  in  his  right  wits.  He  is  as  guilty  of 
lelf-murder,  who  rejefts  a  proper  medicine,  againll  pre- 
fent  death,  as  he  that  cuts  his  throat :  and  fo  is  the  cafe 
here.  Nothing  can  be  more  foolifli  and  unreafonable 
than  to  rejeft  Chrift :  for,  as  he  hath  the  only  right  to 
your  fouls  ;  fo  he  out-bids  all  other  merchants  :  he  out- 
bids fin^  Satan,  and  the  world.  Can  thefe  give  you  more 
than  Chrift?  Can  the  world  give  you  more?  Let  them 
all  declare  their  ftrength  and  treafure.  Can  any  of  them 
give  redemption  to  you?  Can  any  of  them  procure  remif- 
fion  of  fin  to  you  ?  Can  any  of  them  fatisfy  God's  wrath 
for  you  ?  Can  any  of  them  prefent  you  righteous  before 
lie  judgment-feat,  or  fettle  eternal  life  upon  you  ?  All 
this  Chrift  can  do,  and  none  elfe.  How  unreafonable 
is  it  then  to  rejeft  him,  and  choofe  any  thing  elfe  befide 
him?  But  the  grievoufnefs  of  this  fin,  and  its  aggrava- 
tions, may  appear,  in  confidering  further  the  foUy  of  it, 
as  it  is  a  flighting  the  remedy,  when  you  view  ;yhat  for 
a  remedy  you  flight  by  unbelief.     Why, 

Your  unbelief,  in  refufing  Chrift,  is  a  flighting  of  a 
Jieedfiil  remedy.  O  Sirs  !  you  have  extreme  need  of 
Chrift.  Doth  not  a  finner  need  a  Saviour?  Were  you  in  a 
ftate  of  innocency,  as  at  the  firft  creation,  then  there 
would  be  no  need:  but  you  are  fallen,  and  broken,  and 
fold  under  fin.  Had  you  a  ftock  in  your  own  hand,  to 
fet  up  your  broken  fouls  again  ;  and  to  purchafe  peace 
and  falvation,  there  would  be  lefs  need  V  but  you  are  by 
nature  without  ftrength.  Could  any  plank  bring  you 
aftiore  but  Chrift,  then  there  were  the  lefs  hazard  :  but^ 
oh  !  Sirs^  ihtre  is  falvation  in  no  olVvet.    \x.  \^  wA-  ^^^^- 
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ful  that  you  come  to  Chrift  with  your  burden  ?    For, 
otherwife  the  whole  burden  of  fm  and  guilt  lieth  upon 
your  back  :    a  burden  that  will  fmk  you  to  the  loweft 
hell.     Your  foul  is  naked,  and  fwarms  with  the  vermin 
of  filthy  lufts :  Do  you  not  need  a  garment  to  cover  you, 
and  a  fountain  to  wafh  you  ?     Your  foul  is  enflaved  to 
enemies  and  idols  :    Do  you  not  need  a  Redeemer  to 
loofe  your  fetters  ?    You  are  under  the  wratli  of  God  : 
and  do  you  not  need  a  Reconciler  ?    God  is  angry  n^itb 
the  <xicked  every  day;  every  day  of  the  week,  and  every 
hour  of  the  day  :  when  you  go  out,  or  come  in ;  when 
you  rife  up,  or  ly  downy  God  is  ftill  angry  with  you. 
Wliil.e  in  a  ftate  of  unbelief,  the  flaming  fword  of  juf- 
tice  is  over  your  neck;  and  who  can  help  you,  if  Chrift 
be  neglefiled  ?  If  you  remain  Chriftlefs  now,  furely  you 
will  be  fpeechlefs  at  the   great  day,  when  the  wicked 
Ihall  have  none  to  pity  them ;  for  the  Judge  will  frown 
upon  them  ;    their  own   confcience  will  upbraid  them  ; 
tlie  faints  will  condemn  them;  their  friends  will  forfake 
them  ;  the  angels  will  deride  them  ;  the  devil  will  fcoflf 
at  them;  the  heavens  will  thunder  againft  them;  eartli 
will  flame  about  them;  hell  will  groan  for  them ;  and 
down  they  will  go,  roaring  and  howling  for  ever!  Why, 
man ;  there  is  no  remedy  but  one,  and  is  not  that 
a  needful  remedy  ?    Yet,  by  unbelief,  you  rejeft  it,-^— 
Your  unbelief  is  flighting  of  a  fuitable  remedy,  a  reme- 
dy fitted  to  your  need  :    look  upon  your  need  aright, 
and  then  judge  v/ho  but  Chrift  is  fitted  for  a  finner.  Are  • 
you  a  blinded  finner  ?     Here  is  a  Prophet  to  enlighten 
you :  Are  you  a  guilty  finner  ?  Here  is  a  Prieft  to  fatif- 
fy  for  you.    Are  you  an  enflaved  finner?  Here  is  a  King 
to  proclaim  liberty.     He  is  well  farniftied  and  qualified 
for  your  cafe  :  he  hath  gold,  for  your  poverty  ;  balm, 
for  your  wounds  ;  a  fountain,  for  your  filth  ;  a  ranfom, 
ior  your  debt ;    yea,  here  is  a  broad  plaifter,  for  your 
broad  fore ;  .a  deep  fountain,  for  your  deep  guilt;  a 
great  ranfom,  for  your  great  bondage  ;    the  chief  of 
Saviours,  for  the  chief  of  finners.     And,  O  what  thinlv 
you  of  unbelief,  that  rejefts  all  this  ? — ^Your  unbelief  is 
a  flighting  of  a  gracious  and  merciful  remedy:  Ah!  how 
would  fallen  angels  value  fuchamercyl  You  flight  your 
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own  mercy,  through  unb(;lief,  in  rejefling  of  Chrift  : . 
Godfo  loved  the  Hvorld,  that  be  gave  bis  only  begotten  Son: 
and  Chrift  fo  loved  the  world,  that  be  gave  binifelf.  Is  not 
Chrift  faying  in  the  gofpel,  Bebold  me^  heboid  me?  Is  he 
not  ftretching  forth  his  merciful  arms  ?  And  Ihall  not 
divine  love  melt,'  or  move  you  ?  Why,  fays  Chrift,  ihall 
I  vail  my  glory,  die  a  curfcd  Ihameftil  death,  and  bear 
the  fcorn  of  men,  the  wrath  of  God,  the  curfe  of  the 
law,  the  terror  of  death,  and  the  pains  of  hell  for  you, 
and  yet  you  care  not  a  ftraw  for  me? — Your  unbelief  is 
a  flighting  of  a  near  remedy;  Rom.  x.  6,  7^  8,  9.  The 
remedy  is  brought  to  your  very  door:  you  need  not  fay, 
*'•  Who  will  afcend  into  heaven,  to  bring  Chrift  down  ?  or, 
\v\xo  Ihall  defcend  into  the  deep,  to  bring  Chrift  again  from 
the  dead? — The  word  is  nigh  thee,  even  in  thy  mouth, 
and  in  thy  heart."  You  need  not  fay,  ''  Who  will  roll 
away  the  ftone  from  the  mouth  of  the  well  ?"  for,  Chrift 
hath  done  it  for  you  ;  and  now  it  is  an  open  fountain, 
and  running  by  your  door.  Well,  Sirs,  will  it  not  be 
fad  to  have  Clirifc  fo  near,  his  rigtteoufnefs  near,  and 
yet  eternally  to  mifs  him!  To  perifli,  like  the  thief  upon 
the  crofs,  with  a  Saviour  at  your  fide  !  To  be  within 
a  ftep  of  him,  and  yet  never  touch  him  !  Yea,  fuch  is 
t!ie  nature  of  your  unbelief,  to  fuffer  you  to  ftarve  for 
want,  befide  infinite  fulnefs  at  your  hand  in  the  gofpel- 
ofFer. — Your  unbelief  is  a  flighting  of  an  eafy  remedy ; 
for  the  gofpel  lays  no  obftruftion  in  your  way  of  clofing 
with  Chrift,  and  receiving  of  him  :  there  is  no  impedi^ 
ment  but  your  want  of  will,  which  you  lay  in  your  own 
way;  Tou  V}ill  not  come  to  me,  that  you  migbt  have  life* 
The  gates  of  the  gofpel  are  caft  open  to  all  paffengers; 
and  whofoever  will  are  commanded  to  enter.  Chrift  is 
the  door,  and  the  door  is  open,  and  you  may  come  in  ; 
yea,  if  you  look  but  in,  you  are  faved:  "  Look  unto  me,  . 
and.be  ye  faved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,'*  Ifa.  xlv.  22. 
Faith  is  indeed  the  effedl  of  the  almighty  power  of  God; 
but  your  powerlefnefs  lies  in  your  unwillingnefs:  the 
gofpel-offer  lays  no  obftruftion  in  your  way ;  and  there 
is  no  hinderance  on  God's  part.  In  this  refpeA  it  is  an 
eafy  remedy;  but  unbelief  flights  It,  notwithftanding  that 
the  Lord  fays,  "Whofoever  wiU^  let \v\m com^\  -^xAO^yccw 
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that  Cometh,  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  out." — Your  unbelier 
is  a  flighting  of  a  feafonable  remedy,  a  timely  remedy ; 
and  now  is  the  time,  now  is  the  feafon :  "  Now  is  the  ap- 
pointed time,  now  is  the  day  of  falvation.'*  You  know 
not  but  your  days  may  be  at  a  clofe,  ,fo  as  Chrift  fliall 
never  be  offered  to  you  again:  you  kao\V  not  but  this  is 
the  laft  fermon,*or  the  laft  Sabbath-day;  and  yet  fuch  is 
the  nature  of  your  unbelief,  that  it  neglefts  tlie  opportu- 
nity, which  'it  may  never  enjoy  again.— In  a  word,  this 
remedy  is  preffed  upon  you;  Chrill  is  in  earneft  offering 
himfelf;  Wifdom  cries  in  tbe  ftreets*  and  what  is  his  cry? 
See  Ifa.  Iv.  i.  '^  Ho,  every  one  that  thirileth,  come  ye  to 
the  waters;  and  he  that  hath  no  money,  come  ye,  buy 
and  eat;  yea,  come,  buy  wine  and  milk,  without  money 
and  without  price."  You  will  notice  three  times  come 
in  that  one  verfe:  he  is  crying,  Come,  come^  come.  O!  is 
he  not  purfuing  you  with  his  gracious  offers,  even  when 
you  are  running  away  from  him?  As  the  rock  followed 
the  Ifraelites  in  the  wildernefs,  with  its  running  ftreams 
of  water;  fo  Chrift,  the  fpiritual  Rock,  is  following  you 
with  the  ftreams  of  his  mercy  and  blood,  to  wafli  and 
fave  you.  O  how  compaffionately  doth  he  complain  of 
finners !  Te  will  not  come  to  me-^  that-  ye  nugbt  have  life^ 
John  V.  40.  As  if  he  fliould  fay  :  Why  run  ye  fo  faft 
away  from  me?  Why  will  ye  not  come  to  me,  that  am 
come  from  heaven  to  fave  you?  It  is  not  an  enemy  but 
a  friend,  that  you  run  from.  Oh  !  what  madnefs  are 
you  guilty  of  ?  Yea,  you  are  bufy  going  to  the  devil  to 
get  death  and  eternal  damnation  :  but  ye  will  not  come 
to  me  to  get  life  and  eternal  falvation.  Alas!  Sirs,- what 
horrid  and  unfpeakable  evil  is  there  in  unbelief! — Thus 
you  fee  the  fmfulnefs  of  unbelief.  I  Ihould  next  fpeak  of 
the  hurtfulnefs  thereof. 

{2.)  The  hurtfulnefs  of  unbelief  is  another  part  of  the 
malignity  of  it;  and  this  will  appear  in  thefe  particulars 
following. 

I.  It  is  moft  difpleafuig  to  God,   and  fo  cannot  but 

be  moft  hurtful  :   as  it  doth  moft  diflionour  God,   fo  it 

doth  moft  difpleafe  him.    Chrift  did  never  chide  his  dif- 

ciples  fo  much  for  any  thing,  as  for  their  unbelief;  "  O 

jrc  fools,  and  flow  of  heart  to  believe;  why  do  ye  doubt? 
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O  ye  of  little  faith !'^  When  they  were  afraid  of  periib* 
ing  in  the  llorm,  he  chides  them  before  he  chideth  the 
wind;  the  ftorm  firft  began  in  their  own  heart*  Ifracl 
were  caft  off  for  their  unbelief,"  Rom.  xi.  20,  If  we 
would  knowwhat  company  are  in  hell,  fee  Rev.  xxi.  8. 
it  begins  with  the  fearful  and  unbelieving. 

2.  Unbelief  is  hurtful,  in  regard  that  final  unbelief  is 
an  undoubted  evidence  of  reprobation;  "  Ye  believe  not, 
becaufe  ye  are  none  of  my  Iheep,"  John  x.  6.  Unbelief 
is  God's  prifon  wherein  he  keeps  the  reprobate  world ; 
For  God  bath  concluded  tbem  all  in  unbeliefs  Rom.  xi.  21. 
He  hath  fhut  i\x&d  yp  under  unbelief ;  As  ma^iy  as  were 
ordained  to  eternal  life  believed-  The  ele6t  Ihall  obtain, 
and  others  are  Ifafl^pned.  Why  then,  by  unbelief  you  put 
a  feal  to  your  own  reprobation,  and  continue  a  black  note 
upon  yourfelves.  '  While  you  flight  Chriil  you  increafe 
your  immortal  bonds,  and  are  twifting  a  cord  wherewith, 
to  bind  your  fouls  eternally,  in  thefe  unquenchable 
flames :  therefore,  "  Be  not  mockers,  left  your  b^nds  fae 
made  ftrong,"  Ifa.  xxviii.  22.  There  is  no  back-door  ta--^ 
efcape  God's  wrath,  if  Chrift  be  not  received. 

3.  It  is  hurtful  in  that  it  hinders  the  tokens  of  God's 
love,  and  deprives  us  of  much  good.  Nothing  doth  bar^ 
and  fliut  out  God's  operation,  in  order  to  our  relief,  fo 
much  as  this  fin;  He  could  not  do  many  inigbty  works  there 
becaufe  of  their  unbelief  Matth.  xiii.  58.  It  is  true,  he 
Could  by  his  power  deftroy  unbelief;  but  while  imbelief 
remained,  his  hands  were,  as  it  were,  bound;  Said T not 
unto  thee^  if  thou  vjouldeft  believe^  thou  Jhouldeft  fee  the 
glory  of  God^  John  ii.  40.  It  mars  the  comfort  of  ordi- 
nances; The  ^ord  preached  did  not  profit  them^  not  being 
mixed  <with  faith  in  them  that  heard  it^  Heb^  iv.  2.  It 
bars  the  gates  of  heaven  :  it  excluded  Adam  out  of  para- 
dife,  the  Ifraelites  out  of  Canaan,  and  will  exclude  us  out 
of  heaven,  if  it  be  not  removed,  Heb.  iii.  17,  18. 

4.  It  is  therefore  alfo  hurtful,  in  that  it  is  the  great 
murderer  of  fouls:  "  Kye  believe  not,  ye  fliall  die  in  your 
fins."  The  ruin  of  finners  is  laid  at  the  door  of  this  fin, 
as  if  there  were  none  other,  aiid  juftly  fo :  for,  if  the 
malefactor  was  offered  life,'  upon  his  accepting^  the 
king's  remiSion;  if  he  refufed  tViis,  Vxtov'^'^X.  ns^^X*; 
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4kid,  his  refufal  hanged  him  :  even  fo  here.  He  that 
ielievetb  not^  is  condemned..  Indeed  no  other  fin  would 
condemn  you,  if  you  were  not  guilty  of  this  fin  :  but 
this  is  the  fin,  that  binds  the  guilt  of  all  other  fins  hard 
and  fafl:  upon  you  ;  becaufe  by  unbelief,  you  rejeft  the 
fatisfaftion  for  all  fin,  by  refufing  Ghrift  ;  and  this  will 

aggravate  your  perdition  to  the  highefl:  degree. 

But  having  enlarged  fo  much  upon  the  finfulnefs  of  it- 
the  hurtfulnefs  plainly  follows  thence. 


SERMON     XLiir. 

CoLos.  ii.  6. 
As  ye  have  recehedChrift  JefustbeLord^fo  waliye  in  bivu 

[The  Tenth  Sermon  en  this  text.] 

TT  was  a  heavy  challenge  the  Lord  Jefus  gave  to  the 
■*-  Jews,  John  v.  43.  /^m  come  in  my  Father^ s  name^ 
and  ye  receive  me  not.  He  had  challenged  them  for  in- 
juring themfelves,  ver.  40.  faying,  And  ye  will  not  come 
unto  me^  that  you  may  have  life''  and  again,  ver.  42.  for 
their  difefl:eem  of  God,  faying.  But  I  know  you^  that  you 
have  not  the  love  of  God  in  you  :  and  now  here,  in  this 
verfe,  for  their  not  embracing  Chrilt,  though  come  in  his 
Father's  name.  Where  we  fee,  that,  though  Ghrift  be 
God  over  all,  equal  with  the  Father;  and  Lord  over  his 
own  houfe,  and  fo  a£ts  in  his  own  name  ;  yet  he  conde- 
fcends,  as  Mediator,  to  come  into  the  world  clothed 
with  a  commiffion  and  authority  from  the  Father,  to 
make  offer  of  hinifelf,  and  life  through  him,  Phil.  ii.  5, 
— 1 1 .  Matth.  xiii.  1 7 .  Heb.  v.  4, 5.  Obferve  alfo,  ChrHl, 
though  thus  coming,  is  to  be  received,  embraced,  and 
entertained ;  yet  fuch  is  the  perverfenefs  of  the  world, 
-as  not  to  make  him  welcome.  "When  Ghrift  raanifefts 
himfdfto  the  world,  it  is  \iiu^\mx\i'&^'^ix\o\xo\^^  out 
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feducers,  and  falfe  teachers,  to  ftudy  to  bear  him  down, 
and  make  the  way  of  truth  odious.  See  Math.xxiv.  5. 24. 
A£ts  V.  36;  37.  John  viii.  37.  But  the  true  difciple  of 
Chrill  difcovers  himfelf  at  all  times,  by  his  firm  attach- 
ment to  his  Mafter  ;  and  therefore  is  charafterized  hf 
our  Lord  himfelf,  as  one  that  not  only  gives  entertain- 
ment to  the  Father,  but  to  the  Son ;  *'  He  that  receiveth 
me,  receiveth  hira  that  fent  me,"  Matth.  x.  40.  Though 
feducers  may  pretend  to  come  in  Chrift's  name,  Matth. 
xxiv.  5.;  yet  they  come  but  in  their  own  .name,  having 
no  commiffir.n  from  the  Lord ;  making  themfelves,  and 
their  reputation  an  advantage,  their  chief  aim  in  their 
undertakings,  and  fpealun^s,  and  imaginations  of  their 
own  heart  ard  biahi,  without  any  warrant  from  God. 
Such  as  will  net  receive  and  embrace  Chrift,  will  eafily 
receive  and  embrace  feducers. 

We  now  come  to  the  laft  confideration  to  engage  you 
to  receive  Chrift. 

[6.]  The  fixth  motive  is,  to  confider  the  excellency 
and  neceffity  of  faith,  in  receiving  Chritt.  Faith  is  as 
helpful  and  advantageous,  as  unbelief  is  hurtful  and 
difadvantageous. 

All  that  I  ftiall  point  at,  concerning  the  excellency  of 
of  faith,  upon  this  head,  fliall  be  to  difcover  thefe  fix  ad** 
vantages  thereof,  befide  what  I  have  faid  before  :  For, 
I  have  told  you  what  it  is  we  receive,  when  we  receive 
Chrift  ^,  which  difcovers  the  unljp^akable  advantage 
thereof.  But  befides  what  was  then  offered,  let  us 
view  it, 

I.  With  refpefl  to  Chrift,  and  then  the  firft  excellen- 
cy of  faith  in  receiving  Chrift  is,  that  it  advances  Chrift ^3 
name,  and  makes  him  very  precious,  and  very  glorious 
in  the  man's  eyes:  To  you  that  believe  be  is  precious;  yea, 
more  glorious  than  mountains  of  prey.  And  herein  faith 
goes  beyond  fenfe,  or  fpiritual  fenfation  ;  for  fenfe  may 
take  up  the  glory  of  his  aftings ;  but  faith  fees  the  glory 
of  his  perfon. — Senfe  beholds  the  love  that  is  in  his 
fmiles  ;  but  faith  beholds  the  love  that  is  in  his  heart, 
even  when  fmiles  are  out  of  view. — Senfe  looks  to  what 
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Chrift  is  for  the  prefent ;  but  faith  will  look  to  what  he 
hath  -been  from  eternity,  before  time;  and  what  he  will 
be  to  eternity,  after  time  :  and  faith's  long  journey, 
from  eternity  to  eternity,  makes  it  fall  Into  an  ocean 
X)f  admiration,  and  raifes  the  thoughts  to  a  higher  pitch 
of  eftimation  of  Chrift. — Senfe,  in  a  word,  will  follow 
Chrift  for  his  love,  and  for  the  loaves  ;  but  faith  prizes 
him  for  himfelf.  And  furely  this  is  the  exercife  of  the 
higher  houfe,  to  be  dwelling  upon  the  contemplation  of 
Chrift's  beauty,  and  to  be  tranlported  with  love  to  him, 
and  joy  in  him. — ^By  faith  we  view  the  matchlefs  excel- 
lency, and  the  tranfcendent  properties  of  Chrift.  Faith 
makes  long  commentaries  and  precious  encomiums  up- 
on Chrift  :  "  It  is  the  faithful  fpy,  as  one  calls  it,  that 
"  brings  the  good  report  of  glorious  Chrift.''  Chrift's 
and  his  Father's  honour  are  both  advanced  at  once  by 
faith,  when  we  receive  Chrift. 

2.  The  fecond  excellency  in  faith,  is  with  refpedl  to 
•the  believer,  in  that  it  advances  the  believer  to  the  high- 
eft  dignity,  fuch  as,  the  dignity  to  be  a  member  of  Chrift; 
for,  by  faith,  Chrift  and  the  believer  are  fo  unite,  that 
they  are  no  more  two,  but  one  fpirit;  '*  He  that  is  joined 
to  the  Lord  is  one  fpirit."  And  herein  faith  keeps  afweet 
•correfpondency  with  her  fifter  love ;  for  faith  is  that 
nail  which  faftens  the  foul  to  Chrift ;  and  love  is  that 
grace  that  drives  the  nail  to  the  head.  Faith  takes  hold 
of  him,  and  love  helps  to  keep  the  grip.  Chrift  dwells 
in  the  heart  by  faith,  and  he  burns  in  the  heart  by  love, 
like  a  fire*  melting  the  breaft.  Faith  cafts  the  knot,  and 
iove  draws  it  faft. — The  dignity  of  being  God's  children; 
"  We  are  the  children  of  God  by  faith :  and  to  as  many 
as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  become  the 
fons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  in  his  name,"  John 
i.  1 2 .  And  is  tliis  a  fmall  thing  to  be  a  fon  to  the  King  of 
kings;  or  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of  his  children;  The 
fon  abide th  in  the  houfe  for  ever:  to  be  heirs  of  Grod,  and 
joint  heirs  with  Chrift  ?  O  if  we  knew  the  excellency  of 
this  dignity,  it  would  ftir  us  up  to  more  concern  after 
this  grace  of  faith  ! — The  dignity  of  power  with  CJod, 
*like  Jacob;  for,  he  hath  faid,  Wbatfoevetye  afk  in  prayer^ 
^e/ieving^  jejball  receive  it^  Mat,  "xx^,  ^^•   ficcd^  Wieed^ 
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if  ye  receive  Chrift,  ye  ihall  receive  whatfuever  ye  afk 
of  God.  It  is  ftrange  to  fee  his  condefcenfion,  in  that  he 
puts  a  blank  in  the  poor  believer's  hand  many  times, 
faying,  What  wih  thou  that  I  Jhould  do  U7ito  thee  ? 

3.  The  third  excellency  in  faith,  is  with  refpeft  to 
other  graces,  in  that  it  advances  all  other  graces  :  faith 
doth  quicken  every  other  grace. — It  advances  love;  and 
hence  faith  and  love  are  put  together  in  fcripture  fo 
frequently  :  for,  no  fooner  doth  faith  look  to  the  glori- 
ous objeft,  than  love  delights  in  it :  faith  draws  afide 
the  vail,  and  love  fits  down  and  folaces  itfelf  in  tlie  dil- 
covery. — Faith  advances  mortification;  for,  by  this  fliield 
of  faith,  we  quench  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked:  "  And 
this  is  the  viftory  whereby  we  overcome  the  world,  even 
our  faith*"  Faith  makes  the  foul  to  efteem  his  idols  to 
be  as  taftelefs  as  the  white  of  an  egg  :  and  that  which 
formerly  was  fweet  provifion  for  their  lulls,  doth  now 
become  f^rrowful  meat,  and  bitter  herbs. — Hence  faith 
advanceth  humility.  By  what  law  is  boafting  excluded? 
It  is  not  by  the  law  of  works,  but  by  the  law  of  faith  : 
yea,  faith  fees  fuch  glory  in  Chrift,  as  makes  the  man 

-  vile  in  his  own  eyes. — ^Faith  advances  joy  ;  for,  '^  The 
God  of  peace  doth  fill  with  joy  and  peace  in  believing: 
in  whom  believing  we  rejoice."  The  more  faith  the 
more  joy. — And  further,  faith  advances  the  grace  of 
hope.  We  cannot  hope  for  the  thing  promifed,  unlefs 
by  faith  we  clofe  with  the  promife  itfelf ;  for  faith  lays 
hold  on  the  promife,  and  hoj>e  to  the  thing  promifed. — 
In  a  word,  all  the  graces  of  the  Spirit  are<]uickened  and 
advanced  by  this  grace  of  faith;  as,  peace,  long-fuffering, 
gentlenefs,  goodnefs,  and  temperance. 

4.  The  fourth  excellency  in  faith,  is  with  refpefl  to* 
duty,  in  that  it  advances  duties  as  well  as  graces:  I  in- 
ftance  in  prayer  and  obedience. — It  advances  and  ex- 
cites to  the  duty  of  prayer:  a  believing  perfon  is  a  pray- 
ing perfon;  Lord^  I  believe^  faid  the  man,  Mark  ix.  24. ; 
there  is  thq  confeffion  and  profeffion  of  his  faith  :  Lord^ 
help  my  unbelief ;  there  immediately  follows  his  prayer. 
Faith  excites  to  the  greateft  diligence  in  attending  upon 
the  Lord  in  this  duty.  Little  faith  makes  little  pray- 
er :  little  fweet  diverfion  from  fleep,  u\  \Kv^  ^^vcvexxA 
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exercife. — Faith  advances  obedience:  it  makes  obedience 
eafy  and  pleafant;  Heb.  ix.  8.  '^  By  faith  Abraham, 
^hen  called  to  go  out  to  a  place  which  he  Ihould  after 
receive  for  an  inheritance,  obeyed."  Why  are  God's 
commands  a  burden?  Even  want  of  faith  is  the  reafon  : 
a  pleafant  obedience  is  impoffible  without  faith.  Faith 
diibovers  the  invaluable  excellencies  that  are  in  Ghrift, 
and  this  makes  the  perfon  look  upon  his  duty,  more  as 
his  dignity  than  his  duty.  Faith  takes  hold  of  that  infi- 
nite ttrength  that  is  in  Chrift,  and  draws  virtue  from 
him  :  and  this  makes  him  obey.  No  holinefs  without 
faith.  It  facilitates  every  duty,  and  makes  it  fweet:  but 
unbelief  makes  every  duty  a  burden. 

5.  The  fifth  excellency  in  faith,  is  with  refpeftto  ac- 
ceptance of  every  duty  and  aftion :  neither  our  prayers 
nor  fervices  are  acceptable  but  in  faith;  By  faith  Abel 
Xfffered  up  a  more  acceptable  facrifce  than  Cain^  Heb.  xi. 
4.  intimating,  that  without  faitli,  no  acceptable  facrifice. 
And  ver.  6.  Without  faith  it  is  impojfible  to  pleafe  God  i 
intimating,  that  by  faith  we  do  exceedingly  pleafe  him. 
Many  prayers  are  nothing  elfe  but  a  breach  of  the  third 
command,  in  taking  the  name  of  God  in  vain;  for  which 
the  Lord  will  not  hold  them  guiltlefs.  The  duties  of  the 
moft  part  are  nothing  but  abomination;  becaufe,  to  the 
unbelieving  and  impure,  nothing  is  clean.  Tit.  i,  15. 

6.  The  fixth  excellency  in  faith,  is  in  refpe-St  of  com- 
munion with  God.  Faith  is  that  grace  whereby  a  believer 
doth  attain  the  moft  intimate  communion  with  God,  and 
correfpondence  with  heaven  ;  for,  '^  Chrift  dwells  in  the 
heart  by  faith,"  Eph.  iii.  17.  By  the  exercife  of  other 
graces,  Chrift  is  as  a  paffenger  that  tarries  at  moft  for 
a  night:  but,  by  the  exercife  of  faith,  he  is  as  an  inha- 
bitant, that  comes  and  takes  up  houfe  with  us.  Th.e  acts 
of  faith  are  like  the  fteps  of  a  ladder,  by  which  we  go 
up  to  heaven,  and  converfe  with  the  higher  houfe ;  it 
uihers  the  believer  to  the  throne. — ^T'aith  is  the  grace 

■  whereby  the  believer  attains  the  moft  fenfible  enjoyments; 
f  )r,  it  keeps  the  eye  upon  the  moft  glorious  objeft:  and 
feeing  it  is  a  fenfible  a£l,  and  faith  is  a  feeing  of  him  who 
is  invifible,  Heb.  xi.  27.;  perhaps  fome  may  be  faying, 
WheucQ  {0  little  feeing  o£  iVv^  LotdJ     Alas  !  it  is  more 
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than  thirty  days  fince  I  faw  the  King  :  yea,'  fome  ma/ 
be  at  that ;  I  have  lived  thefe  two  years  at  Jerufalcm^ 
and  yet  have  not  ittn  the  King's  face  :  yea,  the  com^ 
plaint  of  fome  may  go  highqr;  theffc  three  years  and  fix 
month?,  it  hath  not  rained  upon  me,  but  the  clouds 
have  been  reftrained  and  bound  up,  and  the  hcavert^ 
bath  become  brafs;  and  why?  it  is  the  want  of  the  ex- 
ercife  of  faith  :  many  are  lefs  convinced  of  the  negledt 
of  the  duty  of  faith,  than  of  the  neglcdl  of  the  duty  of 
prayer:  but  if  we  knew  the  excellency  of  this  grace,  we 
would  have  a  holy  impatience  till  we  believed* — It  is  by 
faith  the  man  hath  a  clear  fiji:ht  of  the  things  promifed  ; 
the  great  things  in  the  promife,  as  well  as  the  promife 
itfelf:  by  faith  a  man  is  brought  within  fight  of  God,  and 
within  fight  of  heaven;  Faith  is  the  evidence  of  things 
not  feen^  Heb.  xi.  i.  So  by  faith  Mofes  faw  him  who  is 
invifible,  ver.  27.  Why,  is  it  poffible  to  fee  things  that 
cannot  be  feen  ?  yea,  faith's  difcoveries  of  God  are  as 
certain  as  the  difoveries  of  our  bodily  eyes  are  :  and, 
by  this  means,  it  comes  to  have  fuch  communion  with 
God  :  for  it  is  moll  myfterious  and  fublime  in  its  a£l- 
ings  ;  and  therefore  called  the  myllery  of  faith.- — Hence 
faith  can  believe  the  word  of  promife,  though  fenfe  feenis 
to  contradift  the  accomplifhment  thereof;  for,  it  walks 
not  upon  the  low  ground  of  fenfe  and  reafon,  but  upon 
the  high  road  of  the  fure  word  of  prophecy,  and  the  di- 
vine:-faithfulnefs  is  engaged  in  the  promife;  as  we  fee  in 
Abraham's  faith,  Rom.  iv.  19.  Thus  faixh  believed  the 
falling  down  of  the  walls  of  Jericho,  by  the  blowing  of 
rams  horns,  which  was  impoffible  to  fenfe  and  reafon. — * 
Faith  can  believe  the  promife,  though  the  pr  vidence  of 
•G«xt  feeras  to  contradict  the  accomplifhment;  fayin-gr 
with  Job,  "  Tho'  he  kill  me,  yet  will  I  truft  in  him." 
Notwithftanding  of  killing  difpenfations,  yet  he  would 
believe  the  Lord's  word. — Faith  can  believe  a  word  of 
promUj,  even  when  the  commands  of  God  feem  to  con- 
tradi<!l  the  accomplifhment :  thus,  when  Abraham  was 
commanded  to  facrifice  his  fon,  the  promifed  feed,  yet 
he  believed  the  promife  would  be  accomplifhed :   ■  He 

*  had  natural  affe£kion.to  wreftle  with,   and  the  com- 

*  ;nand  of  God  Teaming  to  coulrsidvSt  \\v^.  ^tomv^^  ^^ 
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*  God  ;  yet,  over  the  belly  of  all  thefe,  as  one  faith,  be* 

*  lieving  Abraham  gives  faith  to  the  promife,  and  brings 

*  Ifaac  to  the  altar,^  Heb.  xi.  17,  18,  19. — ^Faith  can 
believe  a  promife,  though  challenges  for  fin  and  convic- 
tion of  guilt  do  feeni  to  oppofe  and  contradict  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  the  promife;  2  Sam.  xxiii.  5,  **  Though  my 
liouTe  be  not  fo  with  God,"  yet  he  believed  the  promUe* 
faying,'  "  He  hath  m^de  with  me  an  everlalHng  covenant 
ordered  in  all  things  and  fure.''  Thus  again,  Pf.  lxv.3. 
*'  Iniquities  prevail  againft  me;"  yet  this  doth  not  inter- 
rupt his  faith;  "  as  for  our  tranfgreffions,thou  Ihalt  purge 
them  away:"  And  farely  it  is  a  noble  a£l  of  faith  to  be- 
lieve,notwithftanding  of  unanfwerable  challenges  of  guilt. 
The  bcft  way,  both  to  crucify  idols,  and  to  anfwer  chal- 
lenges, is  by  receiving  Chrift,  and  hoping  againft  hope. 
Now,  the  faith  of  a  promife  being  the  great  medium, 
the  grand  mean  of  communion  with  God,  and  inter- 
courfe  with  heaven,  we  may  fee  how  it  advances  com- 
munion with  God. — Yea,  faith  can  believe  ji  promife, 
though  temptations,  falls,  and  follies  feem  to  contradict 
the  accomplifhment.  Satan  aims  at  nothing  morQ,  than 
to  oppofe  and  vreaken  faith  ;  but  God  tunis  his  temp- 
tations, and  their  falls,  to  the  further  eftablifliment  of 
faith,  which,  like  a  tree,  ftands  the  ftronger  of  its  be- 
ing ihaken.  True  faith  ^o^ets  ftrcngth  by  every  fall  to  the 
ground,  it  rifes  and  fights  more  valiantly ;  as  w"e  fee 
in  Peter,  and  other  fcripture  examples.  Temptation  to 
faith  is  as  fire  to  gold,  i  Pet.  i.  7.  It  makes  the  true 
gold  more  pure  ;  and  inftead  of  deftroying  faith,  it  is 
the  occafion  of  refining  it,  and  adding  to  its  ftrength. 

1  might  enlarge  this  purpofe,   concerning  th^  ^l- 

ccllency  of  faith,  to  a  great  dec^ree  ;  frcmi  the  corifider- 
ation  of  the  wordr/ Prince  that  faith  receives,  Chrift  Je- 
fus  the  Lord :  and  the  walk  that  iffues  from  thence,  and 
ends  in  glory.  ^ 

3^/)',  The  third  thing  here  propofed,  in  thi#  exhor- 
tation to  receive  Chrift,  was  to  give  fome  direClions,  in 
order  to  the  receiving  of  Chrift  :  Ahd  the  directions  I 
would  offer  may  be  confined  to  thefe  four.  i.  Study 
the  fad  ftate  you  are  in  while  without  Chrift,  and  faith 
in  him.     2.  Study  the  T\g\vt  wfe  cA  \3w^  ifta^c^-^  of  faith. 
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3.  Study  to  have  the  ftbdruftions  and  impediments  of  faith 
removed.  4.  Study  the  art  of  pleading  with  God,  for 
this  grace  to  receive  Chrift. 

[i.]  Study  the  fad  ftate  you  are  in,  while  without 
Chriil,  and  without  faith  to  receive  him.  While  you 
are  deftitute  of  faith,  you  are  deftitute  of  Clirift ;  yea, 
you  are  yet  in  nature,  and  have  neither  part  nor  porti- 
on in  him  :  and  theref(;re,  O  man,  be  deeply  impreffed 
with  the  fad  cafe  and  Hate  you  are  in,  upon  this  account; 
for,  you  will  never  feelc  after  Ghriil,  nor  faith  in  him, 
-till  you  fee  your  need  of  hinx,  by  getting  your  natural 
ftate  difcovered  to  you.  Thougli  this  be  not  the  formal 
caufe  of  faitli,  yet  it  is  a  forcible  mean  to  engage  the 
foul  to  be  reftlefs;,  till  it  get  faith  in  Chrili ;  therefore  the 
law  is  faid  to  be  our  fchoolmaitcr,  to  lead  us  unto  Chrift, 
Study  therefore,  I  fay,  the  fadnefs  of  a  Chriftlefs  ftate. 
Wliy?' 

1.  A  Chriftlefs  ftate  is  a  burdened  ftate:  you  lie  un-. 
der  the  burden  of  all  your  fins,  original  and  aftual  s 
the  burden  of  tlie  guilt  of  all  your  finful  thoughts,  words, 
and  aftions  lies  upon  your  back ;  becaufe  you  never 
come  to.  Chrift  with  your  burdens  :  and  if  you  never 
come,  the  burden  will  fink  you  down  to  the  loweft 
hell. 

2.  The  Chriftlefs  ftate  that  you  are  in,  is  a  loatbfome 
-ftate.  All  your  adions,  whether  natural,  civil  or  reli- 
gious, are  vile  and  abominable  in  the  fight  of  God:  the 
very  prayer  of  the  wicked  is  fin.  You  are  full  of  nothing 
but  putrifying  fores,  from  the  crown  of  your  head  to  the 
fole  of  your  foot.  There  is  no  mire  fo  unclean,  no  vomit 
£9  loathfome,  no  peftilence  fo  noifome,  nc.  carrion  fo  of-, 
fenfive,  as  tliou  art  in  thy  Chriftlefs  ftate,  in  the  fight 
of  a  holy  God,  who  cannot  look  upon  iniquity  but  with 
abhorrence. 

3.  Thy  Chriftlefs  ftate  is  a  poor,  blind  and  naked  ftate. 
Your  foul  is  naked,  and  you  fwarm  witjii  the  vermm  of 
filthy  lufts :  you  are  deftitute  of  a  garment,  to  cover 
you;  of-eye-falve,  to  enlighten  you;  and  of  gold,  to 
enrich  you ;  there  feems  to  be  an  allufion  to  Chrift's 
threefold  office.  Rev.  iii.  18.  I  counjd  tbee  ta  buy  of  me 
gold  tried  in  fbejirey  that  thou  mayeft  te  ricbi  and  siibU'^ 
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rciiment^  that  thou  may  eft  be  clothed^  and  that  the  f dame  of 
fby  nakednefs  do  not  appear;  and  anoint  thine  eyes  vsitb 
eyefalve^  that  tboii  i^.ayeft  fee.  As  a  Prophet,  he  hath 
eye-falve;  as  a  Prieft,  he  hath  a  garment;  and  as  a  King, 
he  hath  gold ;  but  now,  you  are  deftitute  of  all  thefe, 
while  you  are  without  Chrift,'  and  without  faith  in  him, 

4.  Your  Ghriftlefs  Hate  is  an  enflaved  ftate.  You  are 
a  Have  to  Satan  ;  he  works  in  your  heart,  as  in  a  ihop, 
Eph.  ii,  2,  He  fays  to  you,  Go,  and  you  go;  do  this, 
and  ye  do  it.  Your  ftate  is  worfe  than  the  Egyptian  bon- 
dage ;  for,  Ifrael  groaned  under  theirs ;  but,  alas  !  yen 
3re  not  fenfible  of  yours  5  neither  do  ye  believe  it :  the 
devil  knows,  that  if  you  perceived  your  flavery,  you 
would  feek  to  make  your  efcape  from  him^,  therefore 
he  makes  all  fure.  He  doe6  with  you  as  the  Philiftines 
did  with  Sampfon;  puts  out  your  eyes  that  you  may  not 
fee  your  chains,  nor  look  to  Chrift  for  liberty, 

5.  Your  Ghriftlefs  ftate  is  therefore  a  wrathful  ftate, 
wherein  God's  wrath  is  burning  againft  you  ;  the  flam- 
ing fword  of  juftice  is  always  over  your  neck;  for,  God 
is  angry  ^mith  tbe  kicked  every  day^  Pfal.  vii,  II.  Every 
day  of  the  week,  and  every  hour  of  the  day;  when  you 
go  out,  and  when  you  come  in ;  when  you  rife  up,  and 
ly  down ;  God  is  ftill  angry  with  you  :  he  hath  bent  his 
bow,  and  made  ready  his  arrows  :  and  you  are  the  butt 
of  thefe  arrows  of  his  indignation:  and  if  he  let  them  fly, 
they  will  pierce  you  to  the  very  foul ;  and  who  will  heal 
that  wound  ?  Who  can  help  you  if  Chrift  neglefl  you  ? 
No  reconciliation  but  through  him. 

6.  Your  Ghriftlefs  ftate  is  a  curfed  ftate.  All  the  curfes 
of  the  broken  law  are  levelled  againft  you,  and  a  juft 
God  is  engaged,  by  his  oath,  to  ruin  you:  to  whom  doth 
he  fwear  in  his  wrath  that  they  fliould  not  enter  into  his 
reft,  but  to  them  that  believe  not?  Heb.  iii.  18.  Should 
not  the  thoughts  of  this  make  you  tremble  ?  Were  it 
but  the  oath  of  a  man,  or  a  company  of  men,  as  thefe 
forty  men,  that  bound  themfelves  with  an  oath,  that 
they  would  neither  eat  nor  drink  till  they  had  killed 
Paul,  it  would  bereave  you  of  your  night's  reft  and 
quiet, till  you  wer^made  friends  with  your  enemies:  And 

^\ll 
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will  the  oath  of  the  great  God  have  no  effeft  upon  you, 
nor  m:.ve  you  to  fly  to  Chrill  for  protefilipn  ? 

Study  this  fad  llate  you  are^in ;  for  withal,  it  is  a 
weak  ftate  ;  fince,  by  nature,  you  are  without  ftrengtli,, 
and  cannot  help  yourfelves.  You  can  by  no  means  re- 
deem your  own  foul,  or  pay  your  own  ranfom*  ^here- 
fore, 

[2.]  Study  the  right  ufe  of  the  means  of  faith..  Now^ 
when  we  fpeak  of  means,  you  would  know,  that  faith 
is  not  a  flower  that  grows  in  nature's  garden ;  By  grace- ' 
ye  are  faved^  through  faitb^  and  that  not.  ofyourfehes^  it 
is  the  gift  of  God.  Yea,  though  a  natuial  man  could 
gather  together  all  the  nxotives  and  arguments  of  the 
Bible,  yet  he  could  not  make  his  own  heart  to  believe, 
or  receive  Chrift:  Gcd  is  the  giver,  Chrift  is  the.  author,. 
and  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  the  efficient  caufe  of  faith  ;  yet 
notwithftanding  there  are  means  which  the  Lord  ufes 
to  blefs,  for  .working  faiths  And  in  general,  the  great 
mean  and  minifterial  inftrument  is  the  gofpel,  which  dif- 
covers  a  Ihore  for  a  Ihipwrecked  foul ;  and  it  is  the 
power  of  God  to  falvation. 

More  particularly,  the  ordinary  means  are  efpecially 
thefe  fix,  in  fo  many  words,  i.  IVIean  iS;  reading  of  the 
fcriptures;  thefe  are  they  that  teftify  of  Chrift,  the  great 
object  of  faith..  2.  Hearing  of  the  word  preached  ;  for. 
Faith,  comes  by  hearings  and  hearing  by  the  'Uford  of  God, 
3.  Meditation  :  for  if  a  man  never  think  upon  his  way, 
nor  confider  matters,  he  will  neither  know  God,  nor  be- 
lieve in  him;  The  ox  knoweth  his  jowner^  and  the  afs  his 
mafter^s  crib;  but  Ifrael  doth  not  ino=a^^  my  people  doth  no: 
conjider.  Meditate  on  Chrift's  fulnefs,  your  own  wants, 
the  fuitablenefs  of  the  promifes,  and  thia  freedom  of 
grace.  4.  Prayer;  waiting  at  Wifdom's  gates,  and  .crying 
for  Wifdom  to  put  forth  )ier  voice,  to  give  underftand* 
ing,  to  fpeak  of  excellent  things;  and  that  the  opening  of 
her  lips  may  be,  that  her  moutlj  may  fpeak  of  truth  and 
righteoufnefe.  5.  Gonverfation  with  the  godly;  for,  He 
that  ^alketb  wth  the  wife^Jhall  be  wife.  6.  Selfi-exami^ 
nation;  Examine  yourfelves^  whether  ye  be  in  the  faiths 
prove  your  o^'nf elves ;  know  ye  not  your  ownfelves^  ho^<jt 
that  yeftu  drift  is  inyou^  except  ye  6e  ref  rabates?  ^^"Jx-^ 
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ny  never  believe,  becaufe  they  never  examine,  nor  put 
the  quellion,  whether  they  have  believed  or  not, — = — 
Thele  are  Ibme  of  the  means.  Now,  I  fay,  ftudy  the 
right  ufe  of  the  means  of  faith. 

Quest.  What  is  the  riglit  life  of  thefe  means?  Indeed 
no  unbeliever  can  rightly  ufe  thefe  means:  but  you  are 
to  lludy  to  ufe  them  as  rightly  as  poflible-;  and  to  ufe 
them  right,  is  to  ufe  them, 

1.  Humbly,  knowing.tiiat  means  will  not  do  without 
the  Lord's  blefling  upn  the  means.  Never  think  that 
God  is  obliged  to  give  you  faith,  upon  the  account  of 
your ufing the  means;  but  ufe  them,  becaufe  he  enjoins 
them  as  means  :  put  them  in  their  own  place,  not  in 
Chrift'3  room ;  and.  do,  as  the  mariner ;  he  cannot 
command  the  wind,  yet  he  lies  ready  at  the  coaft,  and 
\\(aits  on  the  wind  ;  and  when  the  gale  comes,  he  lioills 
up  the  fails;  fo,  though  you  cannot  command  the  wind 
of  the  Spirit,  which  blows  where  it  lifts;  yet,, wait  hum- 
bly upon  his  blowing,  and  till  he  come  and  move  the 
waters. 

2.  Hopefully  and  believing;  "  It  is  good  for  a  man 
both  to  hope,  and  quietly  to  wait  for  the  falvation  of 
God,"  Lam.  iii.  26.  If  God  looks  upon  no  motive  in  us 
to  induce  him  to  give  us  Chrift;  who  then  may  not  hope 
and  expe£l  againit  hope,  and  believe  againft  unbelief? 
People,  in  ufing  the  means,  fliould  do  it  as  belie vijigly  as 
they  can,  by  trying  what  jthe  Spirit  of  faith  will  help  them 
to,  preffing  after  faith,  with  an  eye  to  the  promifed 
ftrength  :  and  fo  ftudy  to  mix  faith  with  the  ufe  of  the 
word;  for,  "  The  word  preached  did  not  profit,  not  being 
mixed  with  faith  in  them  who  heard  it."  And  the  word 
read  doth  not  profit,  not  being  mixed  with  faith  in  thera 
thati^ead;  neither  do  we  receive  any  thing  by  prayer, 
but  by  believing.  Therefore,  cry  for  the  Ipirit  of  faith 
to  accompany  the  means. 

3.  Means  are  to  be  ufed  frequently  :  be  often  about 
the  Lord's  hand,  In  the  ufe  of  the  means;   Bl^ftd  is  be 
tbatfo^etb  bcfide  all  Kvnters.     We  have  a  common  pro- 
Verb,  A  going  foot  is  always  getting  :   If  you  be  much- 
about  God's  h;ind,  there  will  be  fome  off-failings  now^ 
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and  then  to  be  got.  How  frequent  and  induftrious  was. 
Elijah  in  the  ule  of  the  means  !  He  w^ent  up  to  mount 
Carmcl,  and  there  fell  on  his  face,  and  prayed  for  rain; 
but  not  a  cloud  appears  :  he  fent  his  fervant  to  go  up 
and  look  toward  the  fea,  to  know  if  there  was  any 
appearance  of  rain  ;  he,  on  returning,  tells  there  is 
nothing :  he  doth  not  leave  praying ;  he  prays  again, 
and  fends  his  fervant  again,  even  to  feven  limes, 
I  Kings  xviii.  42,  43.  "Thus  ufe  the  me^ns  frequent}/ 
and  induftrioufly.     And  fo, 

4.  Ufe  them  fervently :  *'  Be  fervent  in  fpirit,  ferving 
the  Lord ;"  be  earnell  in  this  matter,  >  as  a  matter  of 
eternal  life  and  death ;  feeking  the  ipirit  of  faith  as 
what  you  cannot  want ; '  "  Aflv,  and  it  will  be  given ; 
feek,  and  ye  fhall  find  ;  knock,  and  it  fhall  be  opened 
unto  you,^'  Luke  xi.  9.     Why,  all  thefe  words,  <j/*, 

Jeek^  knocks  intimate  fervency,  as  well  as  frequency,  in 
the  ufe  of  means-:  and  what  are  we  thus  fer\^€nlly  to 
feek  ?  Even  the  Spirit,  ver.  13. 

5.  Patiently  ;  '^  Be  patient  therefore,  brethren,  unto 
the  coming  of  the  Lord :  behold,  the  hufbandman  waiteth 
for  the  precious  fruit  of  the  earth,  and  hath  long  pati- 
ence for  it,  until  he  receive  the  early  and  latter  rain,*^ 
James  v.  7.  "  Wait  patienly  for  him,  Pf.  xxxvii.7.  The 
L.ord  is  a  God  of  judgment,  blefTed  are  all  they  that  wait 
for  him,"  Ifa.  xxx.  18.  The  word  may  feem  ftrange,  for 
there  is  encouragement  in  waiting  on  aGod  of  mercy,but 
what  comfort  in  waiting  upon  a  God  of  judgment;  buft 
judgment  in  this  place  is  not  to  be  underftood  as  oppofed 
to  mercy,  but  to  folly :  he  is  aGod  of  judgment;  that  is,  of 
infinite  v/ifdom,whoknows  how  to  time  andorder  his  gifts, 

6.  Ufe  means  perfeveringly  ;  Hof,  xii,  6.  "  Wait  oa 
thy  God  continually,"  till  lie  come  in  with  regenemting 
grace :  do  not  limit  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael :  it  is  re^&a* 
able  to  wait  God's  leifure,  for  he  gives  grace  freely  and 
fov^reignly:  and  if  grace  come  in  the^nd,  what  though 
we  have  waited  long  for  it  ? — ^Ufe  the  meatns  honeftly, 
"  And  do  not  w-eary  in  well-doing  ;  for  in  due  tiiKe,  yc 
fhall  reap,  if  ye  faint  not."  Give  not  over  the  ufe  of 
means,  but  wait  on  him  who  waits  to  be  gracious.  We 
litYCThe&rdof  any  that  got  thiB  dU^olvUois  \jv>X  ^^^^ 
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found  their  waiting  on  tlie  Lord  was  not  in  vain ;  the 
Lord  pitied  them,  and  gave  them  a  heart  to  believe  and 
receive  Chrift. — This  is  the  direftion  I  offer  tlien; 
ftudy  the  right  ufe  of  the  means  of  faith. 

[3.]  Study  to  get  removed  from  you  all  the  obftruc- 
tions  and  impediments  of  faith  and  receiving  of  Chrift  : 
and  the  impediments  are  thefe  fix. 

1.  One  impediment  of  faith,  that  hinders  the  receiv- 
ing of  him,  is  natural  atheifm:  The  fool  bath  f aid  in  his 
hearty  There  is  no  God.  And  an  atheiftical  fpirit  hath 
moft  fordid  apprehenfions  of  God;  it  doth  not  take  him 
up  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  nature,  nor  in  the  authority 
of  his  word.  God  looks  not  like  a  God  to  that  perfon  : 
the  word  of  God  is  not  like  the  word  of  God ;  the  fweet 
promifes  are  but  empty  notions  to  the  man  ;  the  iharp 
threatenings  of  hell  and  wrath,  are  but  terrible  fables  to 
him.  O  feeic  that  the  power  of  God  may  remove  this 
impediment ;  otherwife  you  will  never  believe,  nor  re- 
ceive Chrift. 

2.  Another  impediment  is  grofs  ignorance;  ignorance 
of  God  and  of .  Chrift.  Many  fooliftily  queftion,  whe- 
ther or  not  they  have  an  intereft  in  Chrift,  before  ever 
they  know  that  there  is  a  Chrift :  they  are  ignorant  of 
Chrift,  and  his  excellency ;  ignorant  of  the  law,  and 
its  feverity ;  ignorant  of  the  gofpel,  and  its  cond^fcen- 
dency  ;  ignorant  of  themfelves,  and  their  finfiilnefs,  and 
mifery,  and  their  abfolute  need  that  they  ftand  in  of 
this  glorious  gofpel-remedy.  If  they  knew  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  God  towards  fmners  out  of  Chrift,  they  would 
not  take  reft,  while  they  are  expofed  to  that  confuming 
fire,  arid  within  the  flood-mark  of  his  wratli.  If  they 
were  not  ignorant  of  their  natural  ftate,  they  would  not 
reft  content  in  that  ftate.  If  they  knew  Chrift,  they 
would  not  be  content  to  live  without  him :  "  If  thou 
kneweft  the  gift  of  God,  (fays  Chrift  to  the  woman  of 
Samaria,)  and  who  it  is  that  faith  to  thee.  Give  me  to 
drink;  thou  wouldeft  have  aflced  of  him,  and  he  would 
have  given  thee  living  water,  John  iv.  10.  My  people 
are  deftroyed  for  lake  of  knowledge.''  O  ignorant  foub, 
you  are  nearer  hell  than  others;   your  ftate  is  darknefs, 

and  it  borders  upm  utter  darka^^s*  Xou^>N^^T,^t4lie% 
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and  drink  drunk,  and  break  tlie  Sabbath,  and  commit' 
uncleannefs;  you  flight  ordinances,  you  flight  duties,  you 
flight  prayer,  in  fecret  and  family;  you  go  on  in  fin  with- 
out flying  to  Chrift;  2ind  all  is  becauie  of  your  ignorance: 
Tbey  that  know  bis  name  put  their  truft  in  him;  but  you 
know  him  not,  and  therefore  believe  not.  Why,  fay  you, 
many  have  knowledge  that  make  no  good  ufe  of  it;  yea, 
they  are  more  gracelefs  and  profane,  than  we  that  are 
poor  ignorant  creatures.  I  anfwer.  That  their  knowledge 
is  but  head-knowledge,  and  not  heart -knowledge ;  or 
elfe  it  would  influence  their  heart  and  life ;  and  they 
have  a  fad  account  to  make,  for  finning  againft  fo  much 
knowledge;  but  this  will  not  help  you;  for  profanity 
kills  them,  and  ignorance  kills  you ;  they  die  of  one 
difeafe,  and  you  die  of  another.  Will  you  rejeft  know- 
ledge becaufe  fome  abufe  it?  Why,  that  is  as  ridicu- 
lous as  to  fay,  Becaufe  many  die,  who  have  both  food 
and  phyfic,  and  plenty  of  means  for  preferving  life ; 
therefore,  I  will  ufe  no  means,  for  preferving  of  my  life 
at  all.  They  that  have  food  and  phyfic  may  die  ;  but 
they  that  have  none  of  them  cannot  live  ;  fo,  whoever 
perifti,  ignorant  perfons,  that  flight  the  means,  are  fure 
to  perifh. 

3.  A  third  impediment  of  faith  that  you  need  to  feek 
removed  is  prefumption.  Many  prefume  they  have  Chrift 
already,  and  thus  they  need  not  receive  him:  they  will 
not  confefs  that  they  want  Chrift,  Many  prefume  they 
have  a  righteoufnefs  of  their  own:  Chrift  fpokea  parable 
to  certain  perfons  that  trutted  in  themfelves,  that  they 
were  righteous.  If  a  proud  man  hath  money  in  hia 
houfe,  he  will  fcorn  to  be  obliged  to  his  neighbour:  fo  it 
is  with  the  proud  finner,  his  language  is,  I  have  never 
wronged  any  man;  none  can  fay,  black  is  the  eye  of  ray 
head;  I  am  neither  whore  nor  thief;  I  have  a  good  heart 
to  God;  and  have  done  as  well  as  I  could.  Alas  !  poor 
deluded  creature,  cannot  the  God,  who  charges  his  an- 
gels  with  folly,  fee  a  fault  in  you  ?  yea,  millions  of  de- 
formities doth  he  fee :  and  is  this  a  fufiicient  bottom  for 
you  to  fail  in  to  heaven?  There  is  a  leak  in  the  veflel 
that  will  fink  you  for  ever  into  the  bottomlefe  y^1\  ^^^s. 
£oul  is  the  paffengoty  graces  are  tl\eta\\s»>  \>£\^^^\x^^^ 
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the  wind,  but  Ghritt  only  is  the  bottom,  in*  which  you 
can  fail  fafe  to  glory.  It  is  faid  of  fome  in  the  A£ts, 
they  came  and  burnt  their  books,  whenever  they  came 
and  believed  in  Chrift:  fo,  if  ever  you  believe  in  Chrift, 
that  tralh  mull  be  burnt;  you  muft  be  forced  out  of  your- 
felves,  and  obliged  to  relinquifh  every  thing  about  you. 

4.  The  next  impediment  of  faith,  is  earthly-minded- 
nefs  and  worldly  difpofitions.  The  vanity  of  the  world 
fo  pofieffes  the  mind,  that  there  is  no  room  for  Chrift: 
the  thoughts  of  the  world  Ihut  out  the  thoughts  of  God. 
As  Saul  hid  himfelf  among  the  fluff,  fo  many  are  buried 
and  abforbed  in  the  midft  of  the  world.  And  yet,  all 
the  beft  things  of  the  world  are  like  the  fliadow  of  the 
fun,  which  the  leall  cloud  can  remove ;  like  a  heap  of 
chaff,  which  the  wind  can  blow  away  ;  and  like  Jonah's 
gourd,  which  any  worm  can  eat  out. 

5.  A  fifth  impediment  of  faith  is,  a  heart-leagjie  with 
fin,  which  hinders  the  match  with  Chrift:  why,  we  are 
married  to  other  lovers,  and  in  love  with  fm ;  Chrift 
comes  as  a  Saviour  to  lave  from  fm  ;  well,  he  is  wel- 
come; yea,  but  it  is  to  fave  from  fuch  a  beloVed  fin,  as 
your  drunkennefs,  whoredom,  lewd  and  carnal  company: 
why,  here  the  heart  recoils  ;  Oh!  I  cannot  live  without 
my  nature;  I  cannot  part  with  Benjamin.  At  tlie  root 
of  unbelief,  try  when  you  will,  you  will  find  the  heart 
is  in  league  with  fome  luft,  which  it  cannot  part  with. 
O  Sirs,  feek  the  removal  of  thefe  impediments. 

■  6,  Impediment  of  faith  is,  the  cunning  artifices  of 
natural  unbelief.  The  unbelieving  heart  hath  a  thou- 
fand  deceits,' v/hereby  it  keeps  off  people  from  Chrift, 
and  from  th^receiving  of  him.  Sometimes  unbelief  pre- 
fents  impoffibilitics  before  the  man:  O  it  is  impoffible  that 
God  will  have  mercy  on  you  :  it  is  impoffible  that  the 
like  of  you  can  get  to  heaven.  Unbelief  will  prefent  a 
thoufand  difficulties  and  difcouragements;  There  is  a  lion 
in  the  nuay :  you  will  never  be  able  to  believe,  never 
be  able  to  pray,  never  be  able  to  hold  on  in  God's  way. 
Unbelief  doth  harden  the  heart,  and  turn  it  fo  ftupid, 
that  they  are  no  more  moved  with  the  word,  than  if 
they  were  a  thoufand  miles  from  ordinances.  Unbelief 
£JJs  the  heart  with  (IptMalnefe,  fo  ^^  xJsi^  'gi%.u  do^  not 
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pat  forth  his  hand,  as  it  were,  to  receive  the  oflPered 
Saviour  and  falvation.  Yea,  unbelief  prefents  a  world 
of  wrong  objedts  of  faith,  and  tliat  hinders  true  faith, 
or  believing  in,  and  receiving  of  the  Lord  Jel'us  Ghrift, 
the  only  true  object. 

There  are  four  things  that  unbelief  doth  cunningly 
lead  men  to  build  upon,  that  feem  good  things,  and  are 
io  indeed;  but  yet  wrong  objefts  of  faith,  namely,  fenfc, 
duties,  graces,  providence. 

(i.)  Through  the  cunning  of  unbelief,  a  man  will 
build  his  faith  upon  fenfe,  and  not  upon  Chrill :  thu5^ 
Thomas,  "  Except  I  put  my  fingers  into  the  print  of 
the  nails,  and  thruft  my  hand  into  the  hole  of  his  fide, 
I  will  not  believe."  O  Sirs,  to  believe  ia  a  bare  word 
of  promife,  abftrail  from  fenfe,  is  a  great  myftery  :  and 
and  therefore,  when  one  makes  fenfe  and  feeling  his  idol, 
God  ufually  withdraws  hirafelf,  and  denies  fenfible 
tokens  of  his  prefence,  that  he  may  learn  to  build  upon 
Chrift  only,  or  upon  a  bare  word  of  promife,  and  not 
upon  any  fenfible  enjoyment, 

(2.)  Through  the  cuAning  of  unbelief,  a  man  will 
build  his  faith  upon  his  duties,  and  eftablifhing  a  righte- 
oufnefs  of  his  own,  not  fubmitting  to  the  righteoufnefs 
of  God,  And  thus  he  builds  upon  felf :  or,  like  the 
whorilh  woman,  that  divided  the  child,  he  makes  the  ob- 

.  jeft  of  his  faiHh,  half  Chrift,  and  half  felf,  when  unbelief 

"  cannot  prevail  to  exclude  Chrift  wholly* 

(3.)  Through  the  cunning  of  unbelief,  a  man  will 
build  his  faith  upon  his  graces;  and  fo  lies  open  to  that 
challenge,  Ezek.  xvi.  i  j.  '*  Thou  didft  put  thy  truft  in 
thy  beauty.'^  And  thus,  through  the  cunning  of  the  old 
ferpent,  and  of  unbelief,  the  man  will  build  his  faith  upon 
his  faith,  and  not  his  faith  upon, Chrift  :  it  is  not  Chrift 
that  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  fuch  perfons,  but  their  faith 
is  their  righteoufnefc.  Hence  many  can  give  no  other 
ground  of  their  faith,  but  juft  this,  they  believe:  €ind 
what  is  the  foundation  of  their  faith?  Why,  they  believe 
becaufe  they  believe ;  they  hope  to  be  favcd,  becaufe 
they  believe  :  and  whence  do  they  believe,  but  becauf(^ 
they  believe  ?  Alas  I  it  15  a  ^cy  inftead  of  fi^ith  ;  and 
a  fancy  baiJt  upoa.g  fancy. 
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(4.)  Through  the  cunning  of  unbelief,  a  man  will 
build  his  faith  upon  providence :  hence,  alk  at  feme  peo- 
ple, what  is  the  ground  of  their  hope  for  heaven  ?  O, 
fay  they,  God  hath  been  good  and  kind  to  me  all  my 
days ;  he  hath  many  times  protedled  rae  from  danger, 
and  provided  for  me  in  difficulties,  and  fed  me  in  my 
liraits  ;  yea,  perhaps,  he  is  only  feeding  you  for  a  day 
of  flaughter  :  no  man  can  know  love  or  hatred  by  thefe 
outward  providences. — Thefe  wrong  objedls  of  faith, 
and  grounds  of  believing,  are  great  obftacles  and  im- 
pediments, in  the  way  of  true  believing  and  receiving  of 
Chrift. 

Now,  O  Sirs,  feek  that  all  thefe  impediments  of  faith 
may  be  taken  out  of  the  way;  whether  it  be  atheifm,  ig- 
norance prefumption,  earthly  mindednefs,  a  heart-league 
with  fin,  or  the  cunnings  of  natural  unbelief,  prefenting 
wrong  objefls  of  faith.     Another  direftion  is, 

[4.]  Study  the  art  of  pleading  with  God  for  grace  to 
receive  Chrift.  It  is  true,  G:A  is  not  b')und  to  hear  an 
unbeliever's  prayer;  but  he  that  hears  the  ravens  when 
they  cry,  may  hear  you  when  you  plead  with  him  for  the 
bleffing.  .  And,  if  you  would  learn  the  art  of  pleading, 
there  are  fix  pleas,  or  arguments,  wherewith  you  may 
urge^  him  to  pity  you. 

1.  Plead  his  promife,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26,  27.  ^'  A  new 
heart  alfo  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new  fpirit  will  I  put 
within  you;  and  I  will  take  away  the  fl:ony  heart  out  of 
your  fl'efli,  and  I  will  give  you  an  heart  of  flefti.  And  I 
will  put  my  Spirit  within  you,  and  caufe  you  to  walk  in 
my  ftatutes;  and  ye  Ihall  keep  my  judgments,  and  d^ 
tlieiti."  It  is  a  free  and  gracious  promife:  cry  to  him  to 
make  good  that  word  to  you,  feeing  he  hath  fald,  "  For 
this  \lriil  I  be  enquired  of  by  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  to  do  it 
for  them,"  ver.  37.  Tell  him,  that  now  you  are  come 
to  enquire,  and  requeft  him  to  do  it. 

2.  Plead  your  own  impotency  and  inability  to  help 
yourfelves;  this  was  the  impotent  man's  plea  at  the  pool 
of  Bethefda,  John  v.  6,  7.  When  Jefus  fa^o  bim  lie^  and 
knew  that  be  hud  been  no'iv  a  long  time  in  tbat  cafe^  be  Jaith 
unto  bim^  Wilt  thou  be  fnade  wboleP  Tbe  impotent  man 
a/i/wered  bim^  Sir^  I  have  no  man^  ^btv,  the  *mater  is 
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troubled^  to  put  me  into  the  pool »  but  nubile  I  am  comings 
another  fteppetb  down  before  me.  So  fay  you,  Lord, I  have 
lain  many  years  with  this  dead  plagued  heart,  befide 
the  open  fountain  of  thy  blood  ;  I  am  unable  to  move  to 
it  of  myfelf;  I  have  none  to  put  me  in:  ordinances  can- 
not do  it ;  minifters  cannot  do  it ;  thou  muft  put  to  th^ 
helping  hand,  or  elfe  the  work  will  remain  unperformed. 

3,  Plead  his  power,  in  a  fenfe  of  your  own  impotency. 
Do  you  feel  the  power  and  multitude  of  your  corrupti- 
ons within  you?  Say  with  Jehofaphat,  **  Lord,  I  have  no 
might  againft  this  great  company;  neither  do  I  know  what 
to  do  :  but  mine  eyes  are  upon  thee."  With  thee  all 
things  are  pofiible.  Tho'  I  mdy  defpair  of  help  in  myfelf 
and  others  ;  yet,  thou  haft  forbid  me  to  defpair  of  belgr 
in  thee,  "  Thou  faidft.  Let  there  be  light,  and  there  was 
light;''  O  fay,  let  there  be  faith,  and  it  will  immediately 
take  place;  for  faith  is  thy  work  and  thy  gift:  it  is  the 
WORK  of  God  that  we  believe  :  By  grace  we  are  faved, 
through  faith,  and  that  not  of  ourfelves,  it  is  the  gift 
of  God.     He  is  the  author  and  finifher  of  faith. 

4.  Plead  your  neceflity,  your  extreme  need  of  Chrift, 
and  of  faith  in  him.  O  man,  there  is  not  a  ftarving 
man  that  needs  meat  fo  much,  as  you  need  Chrift:  there 
is  not  an  wounded  man,  that  needs  a  phyfician ;  a  Ihip- 
wrecked  man,  that  needs  a  plank ;  a  dying  man  with 
the  dead  rattle  in  his  throat,  that  needs  breath  fo  much, 
as  thou.doft  need  Chrift.  *  O  then,  cry.  Give  me  Cbrift^ 
or  elfe  I  die.  I  may  live  without  friends,  without  wealth, 
and  honour,  and  pleafure ;  but  I  cannot  live  without 
Chrift,  and  without  faith. — ^Plead  his  power ;  how  eafy 
it  is  for  him  to  help,  faying,  as  in  Pfal.lxxx.  i.  "  O  thou 
that  dwelleft  between  the  cherubims,  ihine  forth!"  It  will 
coft  thee  no  more  pain  to  work  faith  in  me,  than  it  doth 
the  fuji  to  Ihine  forth.  Yea,  he  can  more  eafily  put 
forth  his  power  and  grace,  than  the  fun  can  dart  out  its 
beams.  It  is  no  trouble  nor  lofs  to  the  fun  to  ftiine  forth; 
fo  neither  will  it  be  to  him,  to  fhew  forth  his  power  and 
mercy  :  a  look,  or  a  touch, .  will  do  it ;  fmce  he  can 
fo  eafily  do  it.  You  may  cry  with  hope;  he  will  never 
mifs  an  alms  beftowed  on  a  beggar,  out  of  the  ocean  of 
his  bounty.     Nay,  as  the  fun,  the  mote  \\.  ^va^^v  $>S.- 
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plays  its  glory  the  more ;  fo  will  he  gain  glory  by  put- 
ting forth  his  power  to  help  you, 

5.  Plead  his  mercy,  and  the  freenefs  and  communi- 
cativenefs  of  it. — Plead  the  freenefs  of  his  mercy,  that 
needs  no  motive,  and  expects  no  worth  :  it  runs  freely, 
fo  that  the  mountains  cannot  Ibp  the  current  thereof, 
no  more  than  the  rocks  can  ftop  the  ebbing  and  flowing 
of  the  fea. — Plead  the  comraunicativenefs  of  his  mercy 
to  others:  he  had  compaffion  on  men's  bodies,  that  came^ 
to  him  for  healing,  and  will  he  not  have  compaffion  upon 
fouls,  that  come  to  liim  for  life  ?  Is  not  mercy  the  work 
that  he  delights  in  ?  that  perfection  of ,  his  nature  that 
he  takes  pleafure  to  difplay  ? 

6.  Plead  Ghrift's  commiflion,  Ifa.  Ixi.  i.  that  he  came 
to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captive,  and  the  opening  of 
prifon-doors  to  them  that  are  bound.  Cry,  Lord,  here  is 
a  poor  prifoner,  a  locked  and  bound  up  heart ;  here  is 
employment  for  thee  :  O  loofe  and  knock  off  ray  fetters, 
and  bring  my  foul  out  of  prifon. — O  here  is  a  naked 
fmner  for  thee  to  cover,  a  wounded  foul  for  thee  to  cure, 
a  loft  fheep  for  thee  to  feek  and  fave;  and,  was  not  this 
thy  errand  ?  Thou  didft  come  to  feek  and  fave  that  which 
Vv'-as  loft.  And,  wilt  thou  not  be  found  of  a  loft  finner, 
that  defires  to  feek  thee,  through  thy  grace  ? — Plead 
his  commiffion  under  the  broad  feal  of  heaven  ;  for. 
Him  bath  God  the  Father  fealed.  And  plead  the  value 
of  his  blood,  and  merit  of  his  righteoufnefs  ;  and  upon 
that  ground  whereby  all  grace  is  purchafed  :  plead  for 
faith,  and  grace  to  receive  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord. 

Thus  I  have  laid  before  you  fome  direftions,  in  order 
to  the  receiving  of  Chrift.  O  cry  for  grace  to  follow 
them,  and  put  them  in  praflice,  fo  as  you  may  indeed 
clofe  the  bargain  with  him.  — I  fliould  liow  anfwer 
fome  objeftions,  but  am  prevented  with  your  time. — O 
fhall  all  thefe  direaions  be  loft,  and  Chrift  be  ftill  flight- 
ed  and  rejefted  !  O  Sirs,  you  cannot  pleafe  God  better, 
than  by  coming  to  Chrift,  and  embracing  the  offer  of 
him:  and  you  cannot  pleafe  the  devil  better,  than  by 
refufing  the  offer  of  Chrift  ;  and  putting  him  off  with 
delays,  till  you  inevitably  perifli  in  your  unbelief. 

And  now  J  after  all  that  tiaxb.  bt^xi  f^vd^  wh.9.t  are  you 
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refolved  upon?  Will  you  receive  Chrift,  or  not?  Our 
glorious  Lord  and  Mafter  hath  fent  us  to  pofe  you,  man, 
woman;  and  demand  whether  you  will  receive  him  cr 
not?  O!  What  anfwer  fhall  we  return?  Mufb  we  go  and 
fay,  that  all  this  people,  upon  no  terms,  will  receive  him; 
none  of  them  are  for  precious  Chrift?  Oh!  God  forbid  ! 
fhall  he  not  fee  the  travail  of  his  foul,  who  travelled  thro' 
all  the  armies  of  God's  wrath  for  you,  and  gave  his  foul 
an  offering  for  your  fin?  .  O  give  your  foul  to  him,  fay- 
ing,  Lord,  in  fpite  of  the  devil  and  of  unbelief,  through 
gi-ace  I  will  open  my  heart  and  arms  to  receive  Chrift! 
— The  Lord  liimfelf  help  you  to  receive  him,  and  walk' 
in  him. 


SERMON      XLIV. 

Golds,  ii,  6. 
As  ye  have  recehedCbrift  Jefus  the  Lord^fo  ^alkye  in  bimm 

[The  Eleventh  Sermon  on  this  text.] 

nnHERE  are  two  things,  that  the  fum  of  Chriftianity^ 
-*■  and  the  whole  of  a  gofpel-life  doth  confift  in  ;  and 
they  both  have  a  refpeflt  to  Chrift;  and  are  thefc,  in  Ihort, 
I-  To  take  him.  2.  To  ufe  him.  Now,  behold  Chrift's 
name  founds  in  the  ears  of  multitudes,  that  never  yet 
could  be  perfuaded  to  take  him  and  ufe  him  :  to  take 
him  as  he  is  offered,  and  to  ufe  and  improve  him  as  he 
is  taken  ;  yet  this  is  the  great  call  of  God  in  the  words 
of  our  text;  As  ye  have  received  Cbrijt  J  ejus  the  Lord^ 
fo  vjalk ye  in  bint:  where  the  way  to  heaven  is  defcribed 
by  taking  Chrift,  fo  as  to  receive  him  as  Chrift  Jefus 
the  Lord;,  and  then  by  ufing  and  improving  him,  fo  as  to 
walk  in  him  fuitably  to  that  reception.  The  receiving  of 
Chrift  being  the  leading  thing  here,  \vithout  which  there 
can  be  no  walking  in  him;,  therefore,!  have  ixA&^d  ^.  cvssx- 
fiderabfe  time  on.  this  exhortation  to  xecmt  0\vtS&»  "^"^"^ 
Vol.  IIL  t  O  ^^"^^^ 
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after  all  that  hath  been  faid  for  convidlion,  excitation, 
and  dire£lion,  perhaps  the  hearts  of  hearers  are  filled 
with  a  thoufand  objections,  againft  this  great  and  ne- 
ceffary  duty  of  receiving  Chriil  Jefus  the  Lord.  And 
this  leads  us, 

^tbly^  To  the  fourth  thing,  upon  this  ufe  of  exhorta- 
tion to  receive  Chrifl,  which  was  to  anfwer  fome  objec- 
tions. We  cannot  anfwer  the  half  of  them  ;  yea,  no 
man  or  angel  can  anfwer  one  of  them  without  Chrift. 
All  objeftions  whatloeVer  would  vanifh  before  the  grace 
of  the  gofpel,  rightly  underftood,  and  powerfully  dif- 
played.  Chritt  Hands  in  the  goipel,  ready  to  hear  and 
anfvvcr  all  your  objections;  and  lie  can  do  it  with  a  word. 

If  the  foul  fay,  I  have  no  right  to  receive  Chrift,  for 
I  am  a  great  finner  :  his  anfwer  is  ready;  "  I  came  not 
to  call  the  righteous,  but  finners  to  repentance.'' — 0,fays 
the  foul,  my  fins  are  red  as  crimfon ;  Well,  fays  Chrift, 
'^  I  can  make  thee  white  as  wooL" — Oh!  but  I  have  no 
reafon  to  hope,  for  I  am  a  loft  creature:  nay,  fays  Chrift, 
*'  I  came  to  feek  and  fave  that  which  was  loft;"  and 
many  a  loft  flieep  I  have  fought  and  found. — O  but,  fays 
one',  I  am  paft  cure,  for  I  am  dead  and  rotten  in  the 
grave  of  fin  :  nay,  but  fays  Chrift,  "  I  am  the  refurrec- 
tion  and  the  life." — O  but,  fays  the  foul,  I  am  a  flave 
to  fin  and  Satan,  and  a  prifoner  to  juftice  :  Well,  fays 
Chrift  in  his  word,  •^  I  am  come  to  proclaiYn  liberty  to 
the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prifon  to  them  that 
are  bound."— O  but  I  have  many  burdens  of  fin,  and 
guilt,  and'confufion  ;  and  innumerable  burdens,  that  I 
cannot  mention:  well,  fays  Chrift,  *'  Come  unto  me  all 
ye  that  are  weary  and  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you 
reft." — O  but,  my  hand  is  withered,  I  cannot  receive 
Chrift:  well,  in  this  cafe,  Chrift  bids  you  ftretch  forth 
the  withered  hand,  believing  in  him  for  grace  to  believe; 
and  coming  to  him  for  grace  to  come. —  O  but,  fays  the 
foul,  I  am  lame,  and  cannot  walk  in  Chrift,  or  in  his 
way:  well,  fays  Chrift,  "  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within 
you,  and  caufe  you  to  walk  in  my  ftatutes." — Ah!  but 
he  may  withdraw  his  Spirit,  and  depart  from  me  :  no, 
fays  Chrift,  "  I  will  make  an  everlafting  covenant  with 
thee;  I  will  not  turn  away  tTo\u\5c^^taXo^c>>3cv!yccL^oQd.!' 
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O!  but  I  may  depart  from  him,  and  make  apoftacy:  no, 
lays  Chrift,  Jer.  xxxii.  4.  '*  I  will  put  my  fear  in  your' 
heart,  that  ye  Ihall  not  depart  from  me."  And  Jer.  iii* 
19.  ''  Tnou  Ihalt  call  me,  My  Father,  and  flialt  not  turn 
away  from  me." — O  !  but  I  may  be  overcome  with 
ftrong  temptations:  well,  fays  Chrill,  ''  Fear  not,  for  I 
am  with  thee;  my  grace  is  fufficient  for  thee." — Alas  !  . 
but  I  have  been  a  great  backflider  already  :  well,  fays 
Chrill,  there  is  a  word  for  you  to  fely  on,  in  anfwer  to 
that,  /  w///  heal  your  backfy;dings^  and  love  yon  freely • — » 
And  thus  Ghriil,  in- the  word  of  grace,  and  gofpel  .of 
falvation,  ftands  ready  to  anfwer  every  objection. 

But  more  particularly,  we  might  open  the  grounds  of 
nianifold  obje£lions,  that  fmners  make  againil  believing 
in,  or  receiving  of  ChrilL 

I.  Objefitions  are  drawn  from  the  greatnefs  and  mul- 
titude of  fins.  It  is  true,  there  arc  fome  wlio  have  no 
iuch  objeftion  as  this  at  all ;  they  are  as  fecure,  fenfe- 
lefs,  and  ftupid,  as  a  ftone  of  the  wall ;  there  is  no  hope 
f)f  faying  any  thing,  to  move  and  affeft  fuch,  unlefs  the 
Lord  himfelf  awaken  them.  But  if  any  here  were  ob^ 
je£ling  to  this  purpofe,  though  it  was  but  one  in  all  this 
company;  'Oh!  my  guilt  is  fo  griex^ous,  my  fins  are 
*-  fa  great,  and  my  tranfgreflions  are  fo  multiplied,  that 
-•  you  would  tremble  to  think  of  the  fins  I  have  been 
'  guilty  of,  and  what  light  I  have  finned'  againft ;  and 
*  this  makes  my  heart  fink':  none  knows,  but  God 
'  and  my  own  confcience,  what  a  finner  I  have  been ; 
'  and  will  Ghrifl:  ever  accept  of  me  ?'  Jm/w.  The 
greatnefs  of  your  fins  Ihould  be  a  great* argument  to  en- 
gage you  to  come  to  Chrift,  and  receive  him.  Yoaf 
fins  are  not  greater  than  God's  mercies  ;  your  guilt  is 
not  greater  than  Chrill's  merits.  It  is  hardly  to  be  flip- 
p:)fed,  that  you  are  worfe  than  fome  who  yet  have  6b- 
tained  mercy ;  fuch  as  Paul,  a  perfecutor  and  blafphe- 
mer ;  Manafleh,  a  murderer  and  wizard,  in  compadt 
with  the  devil ;  Mary  Magdalene,  in  whom  were  kvtn 
devils  ;  and  many  of  the  Jews  that  crucified  the  Lord  of 
glory,  who  yet  were  wafhed  in  that  blood  of  the  Lamb^ 
which  they  fixed.  The  merit  of  Chrift's  blood  \^  \\nSv- 
nite ;  though  yqur  iins  were  greater  X\iutv  ^  ^\sv^^  ^^ 

O  2  ^«^ 
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there  is  virtue  in  his  blood  to  expiate  them  ;  for.  It 
cleanfes  from  all  fin.  Though  the  fands  be  many  and 
large,  yet  the  fca  can  overflow  them  all :  fo,  though 
your  fins  be  numerous  and  great,  the  blood  of  Chrift 
can  cover  them  all. — In  a  word,  the  qnefl:ion  is  not  a- 
bout  the  greatnefs  of  your  fins,  but  your  prefent  duty  : 
be  your  fin  what  it  will,  the  Lord  calls  you  to  come  to 
Chrift  and  receive  him:  and  your  unbelief,  in  your  re- 
jefting  Chrift,  is  greater  than  all  your  other  fins;  for  it 
is  a  refufal  of  the  remedy,  whereby  you  may  be  relieved 
of  all  your  fin  and  guilt.  Your  other  fins  are  but  againft 
the  law;  but  this  fin,  in  rejefting  Chrift,  is  againft 
the  law  and  the  gofpel  both.  Other  fins  are  againft 
God ;  but  this  fin,  in  rcjefting  Chrift,  is  againft  God 
and  Chrift  both.  It  is  a  great  fin  to  think  any  fin  little; 
but  it  is  a  greater  fin,  to  think  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift 
is  not  above  all  fin.  Our  difobedience  is  the  difobedience 
of  man  ;.  but  Chrift's  obedience  is  the  obedience  of 
God  :  therefore,  our  believing  in  Chrift  doth  pleafe  God 
better,  than  if  we  had  continued  in  innocency,  and  ne- 
ver finned.  The  leaft  fin  is  unpardonable  without  this 
obedience  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  ;  and  the  greateft 
is  pardonable  by  it.  Therefore,  O  feek  in  to  Chrift,  to 
be  clothed  upon  with  this  righteoufnefs. 

2.  Objections   are  drawn  from  the  juftice  of   God.* 

*  Oh,  God  is  juft,   and  will  not  hold  the  finner  guilt- 

*  lefs:   therefore,  thouph  I  fliould  fly  to  the  horns  of  the 

*  altar,  there  I  fear  juftice  would  be  avenged  upon'me.* 
Anf.  This  is  alfo  an  argaraent  why  ycu  ftjould  receive 
Chrift.  God's  juftice  indeed  niuft  be  fatisfied ;  and 
there  is  no  way  in  the  world,  to  give  fatisfa£tion  to  God, 
but  by  believing  in  Chrift  ;  for,  God  is  in  Chrift  recon- 
ciling the  <coorldto  himfdf:  he  hath  endured  the  wrath  of 
God,  and  fo  there  is  no  way  to  anfwer  juftice,  but  by 
flying  to  that  fatisfafticn  he  hath  made ;  and  if  you  do, 
juftice  will  not  demand  a  double  fatisfaftion  ;  one  from 
thee,  and  another  from  thy  Surety:  no,  he- will  deliver 
from  going  down  to  the  pit,  becaufe  he  hath  fi)und  a  ran- 
fom.  It  is  contrary  to  the  nature  of  juftice,  to  demand 
a  double  fatisfadion,    when  the  fatisfadion  ^ven  by 

Chrilt  is  infinite. 
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3.  Objedlion  is  drawn /rora  the  finner's  unworthinefs. 

*  Oh  !    1  am  utterly  unworthy,   and  have  nothing  to 
'  move  God  to  pity  me ;   will  he  accept  of  the  like  of 

*  me  ?'  Anf.  What  think  ye  is  the  ftrength  of  that 
reafoning  ?  It  comes  juit  to  this  :  I  have  no  merit ; 
therefore,  God  will  have  no  mercy  :  there  is  no  falva- 
tion  for  me  by  the  law  ;  therefore  there  is  no  falvation 
for  me  by  the  goi'pel.  If  you  look  at  God  with  a  legal 
eye,  tiie  leait  lin  makes  you  incapable  of  mercy ;  but 
if  you  look  at  him  in  Chriil:,  or  with  an  evangelital  eye, 
the  greatelt  finner  is  capable  of  mercy  ;  yea,  the  fenfe 
of  unwortliinefs  makes  a  man  the  more  capable.  It  is 
an  unworthy  objedlion,  and  argues  lamentable  ignorance 
of  the  gofpel.  Come  to  him  as  deferving  nothing -but 
wrath,  ^nd  flying  to  God's  free  grace,  and  Chrill's  full 
merit,  and  the  covenant's  rich  promife.  It  is  with  faith^ 
•as  it  is  with  a  bird  call  into  the  wat^r,  it  cannot  fly,  the 
element  is  fo  grofs;  it  cannot  clap  its  wings  there;  but 
call  it  into  the  air,  then  it  will  clap  its  wings  and  mount: 
fo,  faith  is  the  wing  of  the  foul ;  when  it  looks  to  the 
man's  lelf,  and  his  own  worthinefs,  this  is  fuch  a  grofs 
clement,  faith  cannot  mount:  but  let  it  out  to  the  air  ef 
God's  free  grace  and  promife  in  Chrift,  then  it  will  a6t 
and  fly  :  yea,  grace  cannot  a6l  but  upon  an  unworthy 
obje£t,  and  without  any  caufe  from  the  ohje£t.  Juftice 
hath  an  eye  upon  the  difpofition  of  the  perfon,  in  its 
rewards  ;  but  grace  and  mercy  hath  an  eye  upon  itfelf. 
Thus,  if  a  king  execute  a  malefaftor,  this  is  an  a£t  of 
juftice,  and  the  caufe  of.  it  is  in  the  offender  ;  but  if  a 
king  pardon  a  malefaftor,  this  is  an.  act  of  grace,  and 
the  caufe  of  it  is  in  the  king's  breaft,  not  in  the  worthi- 
Befs  of  the  delinquent :  fo  here,  if  you  was  worthy,  you 
were  not  capable  of  this  free  gift.  If  ever  there  was  a 
gift  freely  given,  it  is  Chrift  ;  and  will  you  reject  him 
becaufe  you  are  unworthy  ?  Why,  if  you  was  worthy, 
it  would  not  be  a  free  gift.  Nay,  your  refufing  of  Chrift, 
and  ftanding  aback  from  him,  for  your  unworthinefs,  ia 
great  pride :  you  would  have  a  bladder  of  your  own, 
that  you  might  fwim  to  heaven,  without  being  obliged 
to  Chrift.  ■  If  you  meet  a  poor  beggar,  and  fee  tiQtKv^<^ 
but  mkry^^d  pov^tty  in  his  fac^,  ai\d  dixvw  ^^^^^  ^A^ 
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and  offer  him  a  fliilling ;  would  it  not  be'lb'ange  to  hear 
him  fay,  No,  I  will  not  have  it ;  I  am  not  worthy ; 
yonder  is  a  gentleman  in  gay  clpathing,  give  it  him,  for 
he  is  worthy  ?  Jult  as  ridiculous  is  the  cafe  here,  while 
you  Hand  aback  from  Chrift,  becaufe  of  your  unworthi- 
iiefs.  In  a  word,  Chrift  is  worthy  enough  of  your  tak- 
ing. What  if  the  greateft  prince  in  the  world  fhould 
mak^  fuit  to  the  pooreft  beggar,  that  hatli  neither  beauty 
nor  dowry,  though  Ihe  be  unworthy  to  hear  of  the  pro- 
pofal,  yet  the  peribn  is  worthy  who  hath  made  it,  and 
the  acceptance  of  the  motion  is  reafonable:  fo  it  is  here, 
if  Chrill,  the  Prince  of  life,  and  King  of  glory,  be  worth 
the  receiving,  tiien  rcjeft  not  his  offer  that  he  makes  of 
himfelf :  and  indeed  never  will  you  be  worthy  till  you 
receive  him. 

4.  Objedlion  is  drawn  from  a  doubt  and  fufpicion 
arifing  in  the  mind  if  Chrift  be  willing  :  "  Oh  !  I  fear 
*'  he  is  not  willing  to  accept  of  me."  Anfv).  He  de- 
clares, in  his  vrord,  that  he  is  n(.t  willing  that  any  Iliould 
perifli ;  and  he  fwears  that  he  hath  no  delight  in  the  deadi 
of  fmners.  And,  O  fmner  !  will  you  look  up  to  God's 
face  and  fay,  though  he  hath  both  faid  and  fworn  to 
that  purpofe,  yet  he  is  not  willing?  His  purpofe  of  grace 
in  faving  feme,  doth  not  fay  that  he  is  willing  to  de- 
ilroy  any  ;  it  only  fays,  that,  as  he  is  not  w^illing  that 
any  fhould  perifh,  fo,  he  is  refolved  that  all  ihall  not  get 
leave  to  deftroy  themfelves  ;  as  all  would  do,  if  he  did 
not  catch  hold  of  fome,  and  pluck  them  as  brands  out 
of  the  burning ;  and  his  doing  fo  fays,  that  none  are 
deftroyed  by  him,  unlefs  they  deftroy  themfelves.  None 
are  willint^  to  be  faved  by  him,  until  his  willingnefs 
prevents  theirs.  His  not  faving  all,  is  no  more  an  argu- 
ment of  his  willingnefs  that  any  Ihould  perilh,  than  a 
king's  not  pardoning  all  rebels,  is  an  argument  of  that 
prince's  willingnefs,  that  any  Ihould  live  in  rebellion 
ftgainft  him,  and  fall  under  his  furious  refentment:  and 
though  it  was  poffible  for  that  earthly^  prince,  to  make 
them  all  willing  fubjefts  to  him,  yet  it  v/ere  not  incon- 
fiftent  with  a  merciful  difpofition,  for  him  to  fuffer  fome 
to  take  their  will ;  that  he  may  fliew  how  obftinate  their 
mtiire  iS;  and  hov/  equa\  aTvd*^w%-\i^  \^ m^<t  ^AxMCvvftra- 
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tion  of  his  government:  for,  afts  of  juftice  toward  fome 
is  not  inconfiilent  with  a  will  to  Ihow  mercy  upon  all, 
.Carnal  reafon  and  unbelief  Hill  fufpefts  the  willingnefs 
of  Chrift;  efpecially  becaufe  of  a  decree  pall  in  heaven, 
which  the  word  mentions   concerning  the  falvation  of 
ibme,  from  which  they  know  not  but  they  may  be  ex- 
cluded :   but  as  this  is  a  powerful  temptation  of  Satan, 
leading  men  Ixildly  and  arrogantly  to  meddle  with  the 
records  of  heaven,  that  are   locked  up  from  men  and 
angels,  till  the  decree  break  forth  ;   fo  it  is  an  evidence 
of  our  curfed  enmity  againll  God,  that  we  will  not  be- 
iieve  his  good-will  ia  Chrill,  revealed  in  the  gofpel  to- 
ward  fmners,  by  fo  many  commands  and  promifes,  calh 
and    invitations.     If  you   would   obferve    inllances  (jf 
Chrift's  willingnefs,  behold  how  he  wept  over  Jerufalem, 
felf-deftroyingjerufalem,  rejefting  hisofl:er,Lukexix.4i, 
42.  "And  when  he  'vas  come  near,he  beheld  the  city,  and 
wept  over  it,  faying,  If  thou  hadft  known,  even  thou,  at 
Jeaft  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  which  belong  to  thy  i>eace; 
but  now  they  are  hid  from  thine  eyes.'*    What  a  moving 
iight  was  this,  to  fee  the  Son  of  God  in  a  flood  of  tears  for 
loft  fmners  !  Had  he  been  enquired  at,  as  he  did  Mar}^» 
in  another  cafe,  Bleffed  Lord,  what  fcekeft  thou  ?  Why 
weepeft  thou  ?    His  anfwer  readily  would  have  been, 
*^  I  feek  not  myfelf ;  I  weep  not  for  myfelf ;  for,  I  Ihall 
*''be  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  thoilgh  finners  be 
*'  not  gathered ;   but  I  weep  to  fee  finners  fo  mad,  as  to 
'*  rejeA  their  Saviour  and  falvation,   rather  than  part 
**  with  their  lufts,  that  have  damnation  attending  them; 
*'  I  weep  to  fee  them  content,  rather  to  caft  themfelvca 
*'  headlong  into  the  devil's  arras,  than  llirow  themlelvcs 
*'  into  my  arms  of  mercy,  or  receive  and  embrace  liic.''' 
Oh!  how  did  Chrift's  heart  melt  with  pity  f(.r  you,  and 
Avill  not  your  hearts   melt  with  dcfire    toward    him  ! 
Surely,  all  the  rivers  of  tears,  that  flov/ed  from  hi?  eyes, 
and  the  rivers  of  blood,   that  flowed  from  his  pierced 
head,  and  feet,   and  hands,  and  fide,   will   be  ftanding 
monuments  of  his  good- will  to  fave  finners.     How  would 
you  have  him  to  difcovcr  his  willingnefs  ?    Why,  man, 
v/oman,  he  juft  turns  a  humble  fupplicant  to  you;  and^ 
as  it  were,  upon  his  bare  knees  befeec\\^^  ^o\i\.vi\i^  \^- 
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conciled  to  him;  2  Cor.  v.  20.  "  We  are  ambaffadors 
for  Chrift,  as  tho'  God  did  befeech  you  by  us;  we  pray 
you  in  Chritt's  ftead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God.'*  O  flu- 
penduous  and  amazing,  condefcenfion!  Behold,  divine 
mercy,  ftooping  down  to  a  fmner,  in  the  humbleft  pof- 
ture,  importuning  him  to  receive  a  Saviour,  and  to  re- 
ceive a  free  remiflion  through  him  !  Surely  the  humble 
intreaties  of  the  great  God,  Ihould  both  convince  us  of 
his  willingnefs  to  receive  us,  and  Ihame  us  out  of  our 
unwillingnefs  to  receive  Chrift,  and  falvation  through 
him. 

5.  Objedion  is  dr'awn  from  a  doubt  or  fufjncion  of 
our  being  prepared  tor  receiving  of  Chrift.     *  Oh  !  fays 
'  the  fmner,  that  is  any  way  fenfible,  I  am  not  hum- 
*  bled  enough  ;   Chrift  comes  to  bind  up  the   broken- 
'  hearted  ;   but  my  heart  is  not  broken  :   to  give  the  oil 
'  of  joy  for  mourning ;   but  I  have  not  a  mourning  or 
'  melting  fpirit :  therefore  I  may  not  believe,  or  receive 
'  Chrift.'     Anf.  You  will  never  reckon  yourfelf  hum- 
bled enough,  if  you  would  have  humiliation  proportion- 
ed  to  y(.ur  fm,  which  is  an  infinite  evil.     Legal  humili- 
ation, though  never  fo  deep,  though  your  heart  fliould 
be  broken  in  as  many  pieces,  as  the  glafs  doth  Ihudder 
againft  the  wall ;  and  though  you  were  roaring  day  and 
night,  under  the  difquiet  of  a  guilty  confcience,  and 
fearful  apprehenfions  of  God's  wrath  ;  yet  all  this  will 
not  fay,  that  you  are  now  fit  for  Chrift  :  thefe  humilia- 
tions  may  be  merely  judicial,   and  punifliments  of  fin, 
as  were  thofe  of  Cain  and  Judas ;   therefore,  you  cannot 
judge  yourfelf  by  your  legal  humiliations,  but  only  by 
the  ilTuc  and  event  cf  them.     Think  not,  then,  to  bring 
humiliation  in  your  hand  as  a  price  ;  this  will  but  more 
unfit  you  :   the  beft  humiliation  is,  to  fee  your  want  of 
humiliation  ;   the  beft  preparation,   to  fee  your  want  of 
preparation,   and  your  want  of  all  good  things  about 
you  :  and  to  receive  Chrift  is  the  only  way  to  true  gof- 
pel-humiliation.     The  law  is  like  a  thunder-clap,  that 
terrifies  ;  but  the  gofpel  is  like  a  warm  fun  that  diffolves 
the  ice.     Nothing  melts  the  foul  more  than  Chrift  ap- 
prehended by  faith;  "  They  ftiall  look  upon  me  whom 
thejr  have  pkrctij  and  they  ftv^\\mo\«a;'*  X^cXn.^'^av  lo. 
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Faith  fees  the  greatcft  love,  the  fwecteft  kindnefs ;  and 
this  melts  the  heart.  No  doubt,  the  ptxidigalnvas  more 
nKjlted  and  brcken,  by  his  father's  embracing  of  him 
fo  kindly,  than  by  all  his  former  miferies.  What !  art 
thou  embracing  me,  a  ftubbom  child,  and  unworthy 
fpendthrift  !  So  Chriil  comes  in  the  goipel,  faying, 
Come  thou,  poor  finner,  that  haft  done  ev^il  as  thou 
couldeft  ;  thou^  thou  haft  wronged  me,  and  my  Spirit, 
and  my  Father,  and  thylelf,  yet  come  and  I  will  get 
you  a  pardon  for  all  that ;  fear  not,  I '  will  be  thine  to 
favethee;  my  blood  thine,  to  wafli  thee;  my  righte* 
oufnefs  thine,  to  juftify  thee;  my  Spirit  thine,  to  fanc- 
tify  thee.  O  this  melts  the  heart !  What !  is  this  for 
me,  guilty  me,  rebelliovis  me  !  Yea,  it  is  for  thee 
gracioufly  and  freely  !  O  !  how  doth  the  foul  now  dif- 
folve  into  tears  ! 

6.  Objedion  is  drawn  from  fear  that  the  day  of  grace 
is  gone.    '  Alas !  I  have  refufed  many  calls,  invitations, 

*  and  offers,  in  fo  much  that  Chrift  will  not  regard  me ! 

*  I^have  often  flighted  the  gofpel-offer,  trampled  on  this 

*  precious  blocd  ;   and  with  what  confidence  can  I  now 

*  claim  it  ?'  Anf,  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  white  you 
have  this  call,  yet  to  receive  Chrift,  that  now  is  the  ac* 
cepted  time,  now  is  the  day  of  falvation;  if  your  former 
refufals  of  Chrift  have  not  yet  been  malicious  ^nd  de^ 
ceitful,  but  rather  timerarious  and  inadvertant,  which 
though  a  grievous  fin,  yet  not  unpardonable  :  and  now, 
fince  Chrift  doth  not  yet  exclude  you  from  the  gofpei- 
offer,  why  do  you  exclude  yourfelves  ?  The  more  you 
have  refufed  his  offer  formerly,  the  more  you  have  need 
of  a  pardon.  You  Ihould  go  to  God,  as  David,  faying. 
Pardon  mine  iniquity^  for  it  is  great.  This  would  indeed 
be  a  ftrange  argument  with  man.  Pardon  my  crime,  for 
it  is  great ;  but  it  is  a  ftrong  argument  with  God:  Lord, 
it  is  great,  and  fo  I  have  more  need  of  ^  pardon  ;  it  ifi 
great,  and  fo  thou  wilt  have  great  honour  in  pardoning : 
even  as  a  phyfician  hath  in  curing  a  defperate  difeafe^ 
The  finning  againft  Chrift's  blood,  or  flighting-  it,  \% 
indeed  a  heinous  fin  ;  but  the  more  heinous  it  is,  the 
•more  need  y6u  have  to  haften  to  this  blood,  as  the  quIy 
iountainthat  am  walh  away  the  gaAl^\x%5\\^vCi^ 
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it.  Nay,  though  you  had  Ihed  this  blood,  as  the  Jews 
.did,  yet  you  are  welcome  to  come  to.  it  for  mercy  :  fee 
the  commiffion  that  Ghrift  gives  to  his  apoftles,  Luke 
.xxiv.  46,  47.  ''Preach  repentarxe,.  and  remilfion,  in  his 
name,  to  all  nations,  and  begin  at  Jerufalem."  O!  why 
^t  Jerufalem,  where  he  was  mocked,  pierced,  crucified  ? 
Nay,  begin  there ;  for  they  have  moll  need  of  my  blood 
to  walh  tliem.  If  any  thing  could  alienate  Ghrill's  heart 
from  fmners,  furely  the  conlideration  of  their  crucify. 
ing  of  him,  and  ufmg  him  fo  deceitfully,  might  have 
done  it;  yea,  fays  he,  go  make  offer  of  my  blood  and 
mercy  to  thefe  my  murderers ;  and  accordingly,  it  was 
done  by  Peter,  A£ls  ii.  and  many  of  tLem  got  this  blood 
applied  to  them.     Again, 

7.  Objeftion  is  drawn  from  the  long  continuance  in 
fin.  *  I  am  an  old  finner ;  my  fins  are  of  very  long 
r  continuance ;  I  have  remained  long  in  the  grave  of 
*  fin :  and  I  am  juft  an  old  rotten  finner.'  Anfm.  I 
fear  there  are  fome  old  finners  here  very  near  to  hell 
and  damnation;  the  devil  hath  got  the  prime  of  their  age, 
and  he  is  likely  to  get  the  dregs.  Oh  !  if  gofpel-grace 
would  draw  you,  I  would  let  down  the  cord  of  love, 
by  telling  you,  that,  though  your  fins  be  old,  yet  they 
are  not  fo  old  as  Ghrift's  mercies,  which  are  everlafting 
.mercies.  It  is  not  the  firft  old  diftemper  that  Chrill 
liath  cured ;  he  raifed  Lazarus  with  a  word,  though  he 
had  been  four  days  in  the  grave :  he  ttopt  a  bloody  ifl'ue, 
with  the  hem  of  his  garment,  that  had  run  twelve  years: 
he  loofed  a  poor  woman,  whom  Satan  had  bound  eigh- 
teen years  :  he  cured  an  impotent  man  that  had  an  in- 
firmity thirty  years:  and,  can  he  not  eafily  cure  all  your 
old  foul-diftcmpers  ?  He  received  thofe  that  came  at  the 
eleventh  hour  :  he  received  fome  that  came  at  the  lall 
hour  ;  particularly  the  thief  on  the  crofs,  whpm  the  de- 
vil thought  he  was  fure  of,  having  drawn  him  the  length 
cf  the  mouth  of  hell,  juft  ready  to  caft  him  in  ;  yet, 
even  then,  upon  his  look  to  Chrifl:,  did  the  arms  of 
mercy  take  hold  of  him.  This  is  encouragement  to  you 
to  look  to  him. 

8.  Objeftion  is  drawn  from  a  doubt  or  jealoufy  about 
our  right  to  receive  Chrift,    ^  0\v\  ^^^  W5ftv  tkough 


& 


Ser.  XLIV.         and  Walking  in  bim^  opened,  219 

. '  Chrift  can  favc  me,  yet  I  have  no  right  to  receive 
him  :   though  his  blood  is  fufficient  to  walh  me,  yet 

*  I  have  no  right  to  it.'  Anf^j).  You  have  a  full  right 
and  warrant,  from  the  very  call  of  the  gofpel,  to  fly  to 
it :  fee  what  Chrift  enjoins  miniilers  to  do,  Mark  xvi. 
15.  *'  Go  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gofpel  to 
every  creature:'*  Make  offer  of  me  and  my  blood  to  all, 
without  diftinftion;  whatever  be  their  age,  fcx,  or  cir- 
cumftances;  man,  woman,  and  child.  Let  no  children 
hearing  me,  think  they  are  too  young  to  be  included  in 
this  call  to  come  to  Chrilt:  nay,  the  gofpel  is  preached 
to  you  as  well  as  to  old  folk:  you  may  die  in  your  youth  ;  • 
and  if  you  die  without  Chrift,  you  will  perilh  as  well  as 
old  Chriftlefs  perfons.  "  Preach  the  gofpel  to  every  crea- 
ture;" even  to  the  worft  of  fmners:  every  creature^  be 
they  never  fo  wicked;  even  though  they  haye  finned 
themfelves  into  the  likenefs  of  beafts  or  devils  ;  yet,  if 
they  be  creatures,  offer  my  blood,  my  mercy,  my  merit, 
my  righteoufnefs  to  them:  invite  and  prefs  them  to  come 
to  me  anfl  receive  me;  and,  **  Him  that  cometh,  I  will 
in  no  wife  caft  out."  O  finner,  let  the  gofpel-ofFer  be 
accepted:  and  you  lliall  find,  whatever  you  have  been, 
that  there  is  mercy  enough  in  God's  bowels  to  pity  you; 
merit  enough  in  Chrift's  blood  to  pardon  you;  and  power 
enough  in  his  interceflion  to  procure  and  apply  it  to  you. 
Lock  to  him  for  a  ftiare  of  t1iis  grace  offered  to  you ; 
and  receive  not  the  grace  of  God  in  vain. 

9.  Objedlion  is  drawn  from  the  power  of  fin.  *  Alas! 

*  I  find  fin  to  be  ttrong  in  me;  how  fliould  I  believe  or 

*  receive  Chrift  ?  none  have  fuch  an  abominable  heart ; 
'  furely  the  Lord  v/ill  loath  me.'  Ah/hd.  That  as  a 
fenfe  of  the  power  of  fin,  is  better  than  to  be  fenfelefs  and 
llupid  under  it;  fo,  confider  the  nature  of  unbelief  more 
than  the  ftrength  of  fin;  for,  it  is  an  evil  heart  of  unbe- 
lief, that  gives  ftrength  to  fin.  There  are  two  things 
you  muft  be  obliged  to  Chrift  for  :  his  merit,  to  get  the 
guilt  of  fin  pardoned;  and  his  Spirit,  to  get  the  power  of 
fin  fubdued.  There  is  no  healing,  but  under  the  wings 
of  Chrift  ;  and  tlierefore  you  muft  go  to  him  for  it. 
What  think  you  of  faith,  man  ^  Is  it  an  enemy  to  holl-- 
nek?  No^  by  iw  mcsinSf  it  is  the  oivVy  >n^.^  \.oSx.*     KsA. 
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do  you  find  fin  oppofing  you?  Why  then,  know,  that  a 
time  of  contrariety,  is  a  time  for  faith  to  work.  When 
a  man  fees  death,  then  it  is  time  for  faith  to  believe 
life  ;  when  he  fees  the  grave,  it  is  time  for  faith  to  be- 
lieve the  refurrefilion;  when  he  fees  guilt,  it  is  time  for 
faith  to  believe  pardoning  mercy;  and  when  he  fees  fin, 
it  is  time  for  faith  to  receive  a  Saviour  :  when  he  fees 
flrong  corruption,  tlien  it  is  time  for  faith  to  lay  hold 
on  Chrift's  ftrength,  and  cafl:  yourfelf  upon  his  faithful 
promife,  for  healing  and  pardoning  of  it.  You  may 
try  other  ways,  but  they  will  not  do  ;  you  may  wafli  in 
other  waters,  but  they  will  not  cleanfe  you  ;  you  may 
perplex  your  own  thoughts,  with  a  thoufand  Ihifts  be- 
fides  this,  but  they  will  not  avail  you  :  in  Chrift,  and 
the  promifes  of  the  covenant,  are  the  cures  pf  your  fin- 
ful  nature  ;  and  faith  doth  apply  the  healing  medicine. 
But  now,  to  name  no  more, 

lo.  Objedlion  is  drawn  from  the  weaknefs  of  the 
creature,  and  of  means.     *  Why,  fay  you,  I  have  no 

*  ftrength  to  believe  ;   no  ftrength  to  pray ;  no  heart 

*  to  duty  :    or,  if  I  effay  it  at  any  time,   I  have  no  fuc- 

*  cefs  in  it,  no  benefit  by  it/  Here  are  two  fcruples, 
and  I  fliall  divide  them,  in  order  to  give  a  more  diilinft 
reply. 

Well  then,  the  firft  part  of  the  objeftion  is  :  '  Oh ! 
'  I  have  no  ftrength  to  believe,  no  power  to  receive 

*  Chrift ;  yea,  no  heart  to  pray  for  faith.'  Anf.  It  is 
fit  you  know  your  own  utter  impotency  to  believe ;  they 
•who  think  they  can  believe  well  enough  of  themfelves, 
they  miftake  the  faith  of  God's  o}>eration  for  fancy,  and 
ftrong  imagination  of  their  own  brain.  But,  whereas 
you  lay  3rou  have  no  ftrengtii;  fee  that  the  difeafe  lies  not 
rather  ia  thisj  that  you  have  no  will:  if  you  were  made 
willing,  you  undoubtedly  would  find  yourfelves  made 
able  in  due  time:  therefore,  cry  for  one  pull  more  of 
omnipotent  gvace,  to  make  you  willing  in  the  day  of  his 
power.  And  whereas  you  fay  you  cannot  cry,  you  have 
BO  heart  to  pray;  it  is  perhaps  your  mercy,  to  be  kept 
empty -handed,  that  you  may  not  make  a  Chrift  of  your 
duty,  or  a  Saviour  of  your  frame  ;  for,  perhaps,  you 
would  re&  ttere.    However,  kawr  >  ^ix'ax.  MtiJo^^^t  \s  the 
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great  caufe  of  indifpoCtion  for  duty  ;  for  it  fills  the  maa 
with  hard  thoughts  of  God  :    *  Oh  !  fays  unbelief,  God 

*  is  fo  holy,  he  will  never  regard  ycu  ;  God  is  fo  juft, 
'  he  will  never  endure  you.'  Unbelief  makes  God  all 
full  of  frowns  and  anger  ;  and  fo  the  man's  fpirit  finks 
within  him  :  but  faith  would  bring  up  the  foul ;  Pfalm. 
xxvii.  13.  "I  had  fainted,  unlefs  I  had  believed  to  feje 
the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord,  in  the  land  of  the  living.'*  . 
Faith  fhews  God  to  be  on  a  throne  of  grace ;  and  thi» 
raifes  the  heart :  and  faith  fets  the  foul  upon  jwevailing 
motives  in  prayer ;  fuch  as,  the  naJne  of  God,  the  blood, 
of  Chrift,  the  promife  of  the  covenant,  the  interceflion  of 
Chrift,  the  faithfulnefs  of  God.  In  the  mean  time,  think 
not  either  to  believe  or  pray  aright,  without  oppofitioa 
from  Satan,  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  the  prevalency  of 
fin,  and  an  enfnaring  v/orld.  Ycu  muft  wreftle,  thro' 
grace,  all  the  way  to  glory  :  '*  The  kingdom  of  heaven 
iuffereth  violence,  and  the  violent  take  it  by  force.  Be 
ftrong  in  the  grace  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus.  Prefs  towa^ 
the  mark,  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  ia 
Chrift  Jefus." 

The  fecond  part  of  the  objefilion  is,  '  That,  though 

*  you  effay,  you  find  no  fuccefs  in  duty,  no  benefit  by' 

*  it;  I  am  ftill  where  I  was.'  Anf.  True  feeking  come& 
always  to  fometliing:  it  is  pride  and  impatience  that  fays^ 
"  It  is  vain  to  ferve  the  Lord:"  See  Mai.  iii,  14.  i?. 
and  Ifa.lxiii.  22,  23,  24.  "  God  is  faithful  who  hath  pro- 
niifed."  It  is  true,  many  aflc  and  receive  not,  becaufe 
they  alk  amifs,  and  do  not  alk  in  faith,  nothing  wavering. 
How  ihould  we  fpeed,  or  what  fuccefs  can  we  expeft,  M 
we  tell  the  true  God  to  his  face,  that  he  is  a  liar  and 
diffembler;  that  he  will  not  make  good  a  word  that  be 
fays  ?     Therefore,  feek  the  removal  of  this  unbelief. 

Befides,  remember  that  there  is  a  twofold  anfwer 
that  God  makes;  real  and  fenfible.  A  king  may  fi^ 
a  pardon  and  yet  the  criminal  not  know  it,  for  a.time  : 
an  anfwer  may  be  given  fometimes  when  we  know  not 
of  it ;  €.  g.  You  feek,  perhaps,  a  heart  to  pray,  and 
a  heart  to  hate  fin  :  well,  upon  tiiis,  perhaps,  you  find 
your  heart. harder,  to  your  feeling,  than  it  was;  and 
your  corruption  buriting  forth  uippxv  7o\x\  ^^aOsxTc^akav 
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you  ly  grovelling,  with  the  moft  fervent  importunity,  at 
heaven's  gate,  and  begets  the  moft  extreme  loathing  of 
your  depraved  nature:  why,  here  you  get  the  very  thing 
you  was  fe eking,  yet  you  are  not  fenfible  that  thefe 
things  are  anfwers  ;  becaufe  the  anfwer  comes  in  a  way, 
contrary  to  your  expeftation  :  for  the  heart  may  have 
4uch  thirftings  after  grace,  fuch  an  abomination  of  fin, 
that  thefe  prefent  anfwers  from  heaven  may  feem  to  be 
nothing ;  there  is  fomething  more  the  man  would  have : 
prefent  grants  are  not  a  fatisfying  of  his  defire ;  yet 
fomething  is  got  by  every  faithful  feeking:  the  man  gets 
either  more  addition  to  fome  grace,  or  more  averfion 
to  fome  fin ;  or  more,  grace  to  feek,  or  more  ftrength 
to  wait.  But  though  ye  get  not  fo  much  as  you  defire, 
furely  you  get  more  than  you  deferve  ;  though  not  fo 
much  as  to  I'atisfy,  yet  as  much  as  to  help  for  the  pre- 
fent. But  fuppofe  you  be  not  anfvvered  at  all,  it  is  your 
fin  to  murmur,  and  your  duty  to  wait :  and  remember, 
tliat  God  never  gives  his  people  fo  large  an  alms  here, 
but  that  they  need  to  become  beggars,  the  next  hour, 
at  the  throne  of  grace  again :  and  know,  that  God  loves 
to  be  urged,  but  he  does  not  love  to  be  haftened.  If 
God  doth  promife,  it  is  your  duty  to  believe  :  if  he  de- 
laysf,  it  is  your  duty  to  wait;  for,  he  waits  that  he  may 
be  gracious;  and,  Bleffed  are  all  they  that  vj  ait  for  bim. 
In  a  word,  the  Lord  may  keep  his  door  bolted,  that  you 
may  be  provoked  to  knock  the  harder.  The  woman 
of  Canaan  took  up  the  defign  of  Ghrift's  refufing  to  an- 
fwer her ;  therefore  fhe  turns  the  more  importunate  ; 
and  fo  gets  all  her  will.  Therefore,  whatever  difcou- 
ragemdht  you  nieet  with,  ref  ;lve  never  to  quit  the  throne 
of  grace,  but  always  to  lay  ygurfelves  in  Chrift's  way, 
and  never  to  go  to  another  for  help;  yea,  that  you  will 
die  waiting  on  him.  Remember  David's  experience, 
Pfal.xl.  I.  "  I  waited  patiently  on  the  Lord,  and  at  lengtji 
he  inclined  his  ear,  and  heard  my  cry."  You  may  meet 
with  difcouragement  and  temptation,  and  be  put  to  very 
hard  thoughts  ;  but  you  muft  be  refolute  in  looking  to 
Chrift  for  help ;  reafoning  with  yourfelves  like  the  four 
lepers  at  the  fiege  of  Samaria,  2  Kin^s  vii.  4,  If  I  live 
at  a  diAance  from  Chrift  1  wvW  voi^WfoVj  \yw&v^tlv^re  is. 
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no  hope  for  me :  if  Chrift  pity  me  not,  when  I  am  wait- 
ing on  him,  I  but  perifti ;  but  yet  there  is  hope,  he  will 
have  pity  at  length  ;  therefore,  if  I  perifli,  I  will  perifli 
at  Chrift's  feet;,  ftill  looking  up  to  him,  where  never 
one  yet  perilhed :  and  I  hope  he  will  not  let  me  be  the. 
firft.    •  . 

Thus  I  have  effayed  to  anfwer  fome  objeftions  :  but 
after  all  there  maybe  thoufands  of  objections  that  remain; 
and  it  is  the  Lord  only  that  can  efiedtually  and  power- 
fully anfwer  them,  or  any  of  thofe  already  mentioned. 
But  whatever  be  your  objedlions,  againft  receiving 
Chrift,  pray  -  to  Chrift  himfelf  to  anfwer  them  :  he  is 
content  that  you  receive  him  for  this  end,  to  anfwer  all 
your  objeftions,  as  well  as  to  pardon  all  your  fins,  and 
lubdue  all  your  cormptions. 

Notwithftanding  of  ^11  that  hatli  been  faid,  perhaps 
fome  ar^  ready  to  think,  my  objection  hath  not  been 
mentioned ;  my  cafe  has  not  been  touched  ;  for,  it  is  a 
fingular  cafe  :  I  am  no  more  moved  with  all  that  hath 
been  faid,  than  a  ftone  in  the  wall.  Well,  it  might  give 
fome  ground  for  faith,  if  you  confider  that  Chrift  can^- 
out  of.thefc  ftones,  raife  up  children  to  Abraham;  and 
that  he  hath  promifed  to  take  away  the  heart  of  ftone. 
O  Sirs,  will  ye  put  him  to  his  word  ?  Nay,  fay  you, 
my  heart  is  raging  in  enmity  againft  him,  like  a  devil. 
Well,  fay  not,  for  all  that,  there  is  no  hope;  for,. Chrift 
can  caft  out  devils  ;  and  it  is  his  work  and  bufinefs  to 
put  evil  fpirits  out,  and  to  put  his  own  Spirit  within  you: 
only  give  him  eniployment ;  for  it  is  one  of  the  ways  of 
receiving  him,  even  to  employ  him  to  receive  you,  and. 
to  deftroy  the  works  of  the  devil  within  you.  If  Chrift 
get  no  employment  here,  among  all  this  large  company, 
wo  is  us,  that  you  ftiould  all  give  fuch  a  vile  flight  to 
precious  Chrift,  as  that  you  prefer  your  bafe  lufts  to 
him,  and  will  not  fo  much  as  defire  him,  to  put  the  fa- 
crificing  knife  to  the  throat  of  your  lufts ;  and  though 
he  ftand  knocking  at  your  door,  yet  you  will  not  fo 
much  as  defire  him  to  come  in  ;  nor  invite  him  to  fliut 
up  the  door.  If  any  body  knock  at  your  door,  you 
will  readily  defire  them  to  open,  and  come  forward: 
and  ihpll  not  precious  Chrift  get  fo  Toudtx  x^c^^^vs^  ^cv.^ 
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that  from  you  ?     O  invite  him,  at  leaft,  to  put  in  his 
hand  by  the  hole  of  the  door,  and  then  your  bowels  will 

riiove'  for  him,  Song  v.. 4. May  the  Lord  perfuade 

you  to  receive  Ghrift,  and  anfwer  all  yoiir  objeditionft 
againft  him  ? 


SERMON      XLV. 

CoLos.  ii.  6. 

As  ye  have  received  Cbr  if t  J  ejus  the  Lor  d^  fa  sjiolkye  in  him. 

[The  Twelfth  Sermon  on  thb  Text.] 

^*^RACE  is  not  an  idle  habit,  but  an  operative  prin- 
^^-^  ciple :  religion  doth  not  make  men  loiterers,  but 
labourers*  After  a  man  hath  believed  in  Chrift,  and 
received  him,  he  is  not  then  to  ly  down  upon  a  bed  of 
flothfiilnefs,  as  if  he  had  no  more  ado  :  nay,  he  hath 
•  much  work,  relative  to  God's  glory,  and  his  own  good, 
to  be  employed  about :  he  hath  duties  to  be  perform- 
ed ;  many  evils  to  be  reformed ;  many  ordinances  to  be 
improved ;  many  heart-plagues  to  be  healed ;  many 
temptations  to  be  refifted ;  many  enemies  to  be  van- 
quifhed  ;  many  graces  to  be  exercifed ;  many  corrup- 
tions to  be  mortified  :  much  employment  to  give  to 
Chrift  all  hi^  days;  therefore.  As  he  hath  received Cbrift 
Jefus  the  Lord^  fo  he  is  to  ^alk  in  him. 

We  have  already  handled,  at  confiderable  length,  the 
firft  branch  of  the  exhortation,  which  was  to  unbelievers 
to  receive  Chrift.     We  now  proceed. 

Secondly^  To  the  fecond  branch  of  the  exhortation, 
which  was  to  believers^  who  have  received  Chrift,  that 
they  walk  in  him.  It  is  a  walking,  and  a  walking  in 
Chrift,  that  they  are  called  unto. 

I  have  already,  on  the  dodtrinal  part,  handled  this 
branch  of  the  text,  at  tome  \etv^^  %.tA  ^^^(^^tw  ^  the 
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duty  of  walking  ;  the  qualification  of  it,  as  it  is  a.  walk- 
ing in  Chrill;  and  alfo  the  rule  of  this  walk,  or  the  pro- 
portion it  fliould  bear  to  our  reception  of  Chrift,  by 
conudering  the  AS  and  the  SO  in  the  text;  AS  ye  have 
received^brift  J  ejus  the  Lord^  SO  v.^alk  ye  in  him.  And 
therefore,  all  that  now  remains  is,  (by  way  of  exhorta- 
tion and  direction)  to  prefs,  excite,  and  direft  unto  this 
walk.  And  in  order  to  the  more  diftindl  purfuing  of  this 
exhortation,  I  would,  i.  Offer  fome  confiderations,  for 
clearing  our  thouglits  and  conceptions,  concerning  this 
walk.  2.  Some  qualifications,  or  properties  of  this  walk, 
and  of  the  way  wherein  we  are  to  walk.  3.  Some  mo- 
tives and  perfuafives  that  believers  have  to  walk  in  Chrift. 
4.  Some  directions  in  order  to  our  walking  in  Chrill.  If 
in  profecuting ' any  of  thefe  particulars,  any  head  fliall 
occur,  that  may  coincide  with  what  was  faid  on  the 
doftrinal  part;  yet  the  different  enlargement  will,  I  hope, 
make  the  whole  tend  to  be  of  new  ufefulnefs. 

i/V,  I  am  to  offer  fome  confiderations,  for  clearing  our 
thoughts  and  uptakings  concerning  this  walk ;  and  for 
paving  the  way  to  what  may  afterward  be  offered  upon 
this  exhortation.     And  the 

I.  Gonfideration  I  offer  is,  that  this  Chriftian  walk  is 
Slot  to  be;  expected  in  any,  that  are  not  Chriftians  indeed: 
yea,  it  is  impoffible  for  a  man  to  have  a  truly  Chriftian 
walk,  if  he  be  not  truly  a  Chriftian.  What  is  it  to  be  a 
Chriftian?  Why,  it  is. for  Chrift  to  be  in  a  man  by  his 
Spirit,  and  the  man  to  be  in  Chrift  by  faith.— J[t  is  for 
Chrift  to  be  in  a  man  by  his  Spirit :  and  indeed  Chrift 
muft  be  in  us  by  his  Spirit,  as  a  Spirit  of  regeneration, 
before  we  can  poiEbly  come  to  him  by  faith:  and  as  re* 
generation  is  primarily  fuppofed  to  this  walk,  none  can 
walk  in  Chrift,  if  Chrift  be  not  in  them,-  and  if  they  be 
ftill  in  a  ftate  of  nature  and  unregeneracy  :  the  regene- 
rating Spirit  is  the  fpring  of  this  walk.  Men,  in  their  na- 
tural ftate,  are  dead,  and  cannot  walk.  I  have  read  of 
one  that  attempted,  by  art,  to  make  a  ftatue  to  walk 
and  fpeak ;  but  after  all,  when  he  found  his  art  fail 
him,  and  the  thing  iniprafticable,  he  was  obliged  to  cry 
out,  Alifued  deeft  tntusi  *  There  is  fomething  wantiti^j^ 
^  within/    Why,  tb«re  wanted  a  ^LQ^Ak^  a\iv\tt%  ^<v«vqa- 

Vol.  IIL  t  ?  ^"^^ 
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pie  within.     So  it  is  here  ;  men  in  nature  are  but  like 
dead  Itatues,  they  want  fomething  within  to  make  them 
walk  in  Chrift.     It  is  true,  as  watches  may  go  right  for 
an  hour  or  two,   but  will  not  hold  on,  if  the  fpring  be 
amifs ;   fo,   natural  men  may  take  a  pace  or  two,  in 
the  ways  of   God,    but  they    cannot  walk  untefs  the 
fpring  be  right,  tlie  heart  be  renewed,  and  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift  be  put  within  thejn. — Again,  to  be  a  Ghriftian, 
it  is  for  a  man  to  be  in  Chrift  by  faith:  there  is  no  walk- 
ing in  him,  till  there  be  a  receiving  cf  him,  and  clofing 
with  liira :  if  a  man  be  not  in  Chrift,  he  cannot  Walk  in 
Chrift,     Without  faith  there  is.  not  fo  much  as  a  good 
thought,  or  confideration  about  a  Chriftian  walk:  Now, 
ferious  confideration  is  requifite  thereunto;   "  I  thought 
on  my  ways,   and  turned  my  feet  to  thy  teftimonies. 
Witliout  faith  it  is  impoflible  to  pleafe  God:*'  but  to  walk 
in  Chrift  is  a  walk  that  pleafe th  God;  and  therefore  with- 
out faith  it  is  impofTible.to  walk  in  Chrift •     Faith  takes: 
ill  the  feength  of  God  to  enable  us  to  walk:  and  without 
this  ftrength  we  cannot  walk;   for,  *'  The  way  of  nian 
is  not  in  himfelf:   it  is  not   in  man  that  walketh  to 
order  his   fteps."     Therefore,   without  faith,  drawing 
ftrength  from  him,  we  cannot  walk  in  him :  Why  ?  be- 
«:aufe  we  cannot  walk  with  God,  without  God;  nor  walk 
in  Chrift,  without  Chrift.  In  a  word,  it  comes  all  to  this: 
A  Chriftian  walk  cannot  be  without  a  Chriftian  ftate.  O 
thcn,'feek  to  be  Chriftians  indeed;  /.  e.  To  have  Chrilt 
in  you  by  his  Spirit,  and  you  in  Chrift  by  faith:  and  not " 
only  to  be  in  him  by  faitli  in  die  habit ;  but  to  abide  in 
him  by  faith  in  tlie  lively  exercife  thereof  r  for,  without 
this,  you  cannot  bring  forth  fruit  unto  him,  John  xv.  5. 
2.  Confideration  I  offer  is,  that  there  are  not  a  few 
profefibrs,  whofe  walk  doth  give  their  profeflicn  the  lie: 
as  thofe  fpoken  of,  PfaL  Ixxviii..  34, — 37.  '^  TThey  re- 
turned, and  enquired  early  after  God:  and  they  remem- 
bered that  God  was  their  Rock,  and  the  high  God  their 
Redeemer:  neverthelefs  they  did  flatter  him  with  their 
mouth,  and  lied  to  Mm  wi^h  their  tongues;  for  their  heart 
was  not  right  with  God,  neither  were  they  ftedfaft  in  his 
covenant."     Many  profefs  to  know  God,  but  in  works 
they  do  deny  him.     Marvy  igTOia^  \ii&  uasaie  of.  Chrift, 
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who  never  fet  upon  the  bufinols  of  renovation,  to  be  re- 
newed in  the  Sjririt  of  their  mind;  and  fo  they  are  in  the 
cafe  of  thofe,  Pfalm  1.  i6, — 22.  to  whom  God  faith, 
'*  AVhat  halt  thou  to  do  to  declare  my  itatutes,  and  take 
my  covenant  in  thy  mouth;  feeing  thou  hateil  inftruction, 
and  caiieil  ray  words  behind  thee?"  &.c.  Yea,  many 
walk,  of  whom  the  apofile  tells  u3  weeping,  that  they 
are  enemies  to  the  crofs  of  Chrill;  whofe  end  is  deflruc- 
tion,  whofe  God  is  their  belly,  and  whofe  glory  is  in  their 
lliame,  and  who  mind  earthly  things,  Phil.  iii.  18, 19. 

3.  Confideration  is,  that  they  who  profefs  to  be  Chrif- 
tians,  and  yet  have  no  Chriitian  walk,  or  know  nothing 
of  walking  m  Chrift,  they  deceive  themfclves  with  their 
profeflion;  they  get  no  good  of  it,  and  God  gets  no  glory 
by  it.-^They  deceive  themfelves.     Profciiors,  who  are 
not  praftical,  they  are  but  foul-cheaters,  felf-cheaters  : 
they  are  the  worll  of  all  cheats  tliat  cheat  themfelVes ; 
*^  If  any  man  among  you  feem  to  be  religious,'andbridlcth 
not  his  tongue,  but  deceiveth  his  own  heart,  that  man's 
religion  is  vain,"  James  i.  26.  And  fo,  if  any  man  among 
you  feem  to  be  religious,  and  bridleth  not  his  heart,  but 
giveth  way  to  all  carnal  thoughts,  worldly  tlioughts,  while 
God  is  not  in  all  his  thoughts;  that  man's  religion  is  vain. 
If  any  man  among  you  feem  to  be  religious,  and  bridleth 
not  his  appetite^  but  giveth  way  to  gluttony  and  drunk- 
ennefs,  that  man^s  religion  is  vain, — If  any  man  feem  to 
be  religious,   and  bridleth  not  his  pajjions^  but  giveth 
way  to  anger,  and  wrath,  and  malice,   and  revenge,  for 
every  injury,  that  man's  religion  is  vain. — If  any  man 
feem  to  be  religious,  and  bridleth  not  his  Ups^  but  giveth 
way  to  lying,   and  fwearing,  and  curling,   and  obfcene 
filthy  talking,  that  man's  religion  is  vain. — If  any  man 
feem  to  be  religious,  and  bridleth  hot  the  faculties  of  his 
foul,   and  members  of  his  body,  his  hands  and  his  feet 
from  working  mifchief,   and  walking  in  the  broad  ways 
of  whoredom,    and  Sabbath-breaking,    and  negleft    of 
God's  worfhip,  in  fecret,  private,  and  public,  that  man's 
religion  is  vain;  he  deceiveth  his  own  heart.-— It  is  true, 
the  godly  have  fometiraes  call  off  the  bridle,  or  kept 
very  flack  reins,  and  lb  ftumbled  greatly,  and  fallea 
fouUv  :  but  this  is  not  the  tenor  o£  lVvQ.vv  yi^^  t^^^  ^"^^ 
.        '  P  2  ^^^i 
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Way  that,  as  Chriftians,  they  can  take  pleafure  in.  And, 
therefore,  the  propofition  remains  thus  ever  firm  :  they 
that  profefs  to  be  Chriftians,  without  having  a  Chriftian 
walk,  they  deceive  thenifelves. — Yea,tliey  get  no  good  of 
their  profeflion,  and  are  in  tlie  cafe  of  thofe,  Ezek.  xxxiii. 
31.  *'  They  come  and  appear  before  God  as  his  people; 
they  fit  before  him,  and  hear  his  words,  but  they  will  not 
do  them:  for,  with  their  mouth  they  Ihew  much  love,  but 
their  heart  goeth  after  their  covetoufnefs.'*  They  get  no 
good  of  their  profeflion,  who  know  nothing  of  the  life  and 
power  of  godlinefs  :  their  religion  is  vain  ;  they  pleafe 
ihemfelvco  with  the  empty  Ihell.but  never  eat  the  kernel. 
And  as  they  get  no  good  by  it,  fo  God  gets  no  glory  by 
it,  nor  the  gofpel  any  credit,  A  profeflion  without  a 
Chriftian  walk,  is  no  ornament  to  religion  :  we  ought 
to  adorn  the  dottrine  of  God  our  Saviour,  in  all  things* 
**  Let  your  light  fo  fhine  before  men,  that  others  feeing 
your  good  works,  may  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in 
heaven."  The  man  that  hath  nothing  of  this,  deferveth 
not  the  name  of  a  profeflbr.  Oh!  how  many  plagues  are 
in  our  bofom,  that  make,  inftead  of  an  ornament  to  reli- 
gion, a  ftain  to  the  Chriftian  name !  like  thofe,  i  Tim, 
V.  24.  *'  Some  men's  fins  are  open  before  hand,  going 
before  to  judgment;  and  fome  followafter."  Which  words 
feem  to  be  fpoken  concerning  church-cenfures  :  fome 
men's  fins  are  open,  and  obvious,  and  evident,  before 
ever  they  be  brought  under  any  cenfure :  others  they  fol- 
low after;  they  are  not  reformed  by  any  cenfure. 

4.  Confideration  is,  that  thofe  who,  through  grace, 
have  a  Chriftian  v/alk,  they  have  the  happieft  life  of  it, 
as  well  as  the  holieft:  hence  fays  Chrift  to  his  difciples, 
John  xiii.  17.  *'  If  ye  know  thefe  things,  happy  are  ye 
if  ye  do  them."  And  Pfal.  cxix.  i.  *'Blefled  are  the  un- 
defiled  in  the  way,  who  walk  in  the  law  of  the  Lord.'^ 
A  C'hriftian  v/alk,  indeed,  is  not  the  meritorious  or  pro- 
curing caufe  of  this  liappinefs ;  but  it  is  the  chara6\er, 
property,  and  quality  of  happy  men:  bleflings,  both  fpi- 
ritual  and  temporal,  are  entailed  upon  fuch  ;  yea,  it  is 
only  fuch  who  have  a  well-grounded,  well-fettled  hope 
of  heaven:  and  hence  this  walk,  and  this  hope,  are  join- 
ed  together,   Tit,  ii.  11,  iz,  ^^  TVv^  ^^c^q€  God  that 
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bringeth  falvation,  hath  appeared  to  all  men,  teaching 
us,  that  deny mg  ungodlinels  and  worldly  lulls,  we  fhould 
live  ibberly,  righteoufly,  and  godly,  in  this  prefent  world; 
looking  for  that  bleffed  hope,  and  tlie  glorious  appearing 
of  the  great. God,  even  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrifl,"  Here 
they  are  knit  and  buckled  together;  and  if  this  buckle 
be  loofed,  the  man  will  have  little  hope:  hence  if  a  pro- 
feffor  drink  drunk,  and  fvvear,  and  lie,  and  whore,  and 
cheat,  he  cannot  have  the  hope  of  heaven  in  fuch  a 
courie;  for,  fuch  folk  do  not  anfwer  Chrift's  defign  in 
the  gofpel;  7'o  be  a  peculiar  people^  zealous  of  good  ^Morks. 
For,  though  good  works,  and  a  Chriftian  walk,  be  not 
the  ground  of  the  m^n's  hoj^e,  (for  that  alone  is  Ghrift 
and  his  righteoufncfs,)  yet  it  is  the  garment  wherewith 
true  hope  is  adorned,  and  by  which  it  is  known  ;  and 
therefore,  ^'  He  that  hath  this  hope,  purifieth  himfelf, 
even  as  he  is  pure,"  1  John  iii.  3. 

5.  Confideration  I  offer  is,  that  this  Chriftian  walk 
is  many  ways  preffed  aiid  urged  in  fcripture  :  it  is  botli 
commanded  and  commended ;  and  there  are  both 
threatenings  and  promifes  relating  to  it. — The  Lord  doth 
command  it,  faying,  **  Walk  worthy  of  the  vocation 
wherewith  ye  are  called,"  Eph.  iv.  i.  Believers  in  Chrift 
are  exprefly  commanded  in  this,  Ai  they  have  recei*oed 

.  Cbrift^  fo  to  Hualk  in  bim.  And  we  may  fee  the  Lord 
commanding  this  very  walk  in  his  own  name  and  autho- 
rity, Jer,  vi.  16.  "  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  Stand  ye  in  the 
ways,  and  fee,  and  aflc  for  the  old  paths,  where  is  the  good 
way,  and  walk  therein,  and  ye  fhall  find  reft  for  your 
fouls." — The  Lord  not  only  commands  it,  but  commends 
it.  Thus  was  Noah  commended.  Gen.  vii.  i.  "  Come 
thou,  and  thy  lioufe  into  the  ark,  for  thee  .have  I  found 
righteous  before  me  in  this  generation.*'  Thus  was 
Enoch  commended;  for,  "  By  faith  he  walked  with  God, 
and  was  not,  for  God  took  him:  and  before  his  tranflati- 
on  he  had  this  teftimony,  that  he  pleafed  God."  And 
indeed  all  that  thus  walk,  Ihall  be  thus  tranflated;  tho* 
not  cor}X)rally  at  the  firft,  as  he  was.  The  body,  like 
Elijah's  mantle,  ftays  a  little  while  behind,  to  be  locked 
up  in  a  cabinet  of  duft,  while  the  {om\\^  U^.x\^'2>x&^  '^ 
deathj  to  be  with  God:  What  is  that?  tieve^t  t.-^  ^\^^^x^\ 

ficver  to  forrow  more;  always  praifms,  Go^\  ^^'^-^^  ^^ 
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joicing  in  him ;  and  prcffed  down  with  nothing  bat  a 
wei<>;ht' of  glory.  Thus  it  ihall  be  with  all  who  walk  in 
Chrift:  for  they  are  made  meet  for  this  inheritance  of 
the  faints  in  light.  Others  are  not  fit  for  heaven,  and 
ib  could  not  dwell  in  it.  But  I  was  faying,  that  GikI 
Cummends  this  walk;  and  to  -give  all  the  inftances  of 
comm2ndation,  that  he  gives  this  way,. would  lead  me  to 
enlarge  too  far.^ — There  are  threatenings  relating  to  this 
walk.  God  threatens  to  bring  fad  ftroaks  upon  fuch  as 
are  ftran^ers  to  this  Chriftian  walk;  Lev.  xxvi.  27.  "  If 
ve  will  not  for  all  this  hearken  unto  me,  but  walk  con- 
trary  unto  me  ;  then  I  will  walk  contrary  unto  you  alfo 
in  fury;  and  punifli  you  feven  times  more  for  your  fins.*' 
Yea,  if  God's  own  children  ftep  afide,  and  take  not  heed 
to  their  walk,  they  Ihall  fmart  for  it:  though  he-  take 
not  his  loving-kindnefs  from  them,  yet,  if  they  break  his 
laws,  and  walk  not  in  his  commandments,  he  will  vif.t 
their  tranfgreflions  with  the  rod,  and  their  iniquities  with 
ftripcs,  Pf.  Ixxxix.  30, — 33. — Again,  there  arepromifes 
relating  to  this  walk.  There  are  promifes  of  it,  and  to  it. 
Promifes  of  it,  like  that,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  27.  I  will  put  my 
Spirit  Hx>itbin  yoii^  and  caufe  you  to  Hvalk  in  my  ftattttes. 
And  indeed  none  would  walk  fo  much  as  a  right  ftep, 
without  the  Spirit  to  guide  them.  Then  there  are  pro- 
mifes to  it;  hence  godlinefs  is  faid  to  be  great  gain,  hav- 
ing  the  promifes  of  this  life,  and  that  which  is  to  come. 
This  Chriftian  walk  hath  promifes,  not  in  the  way  of  the 
iirft  covenant,  when  the  promifc  was  made  to  works  it- 
felf ;  but  here  it  is  made  to  the  worker,  or  walker  in 
Chrift  ;  or  to  tlie  walk,  as  it  is  an  evidence  -of  union  to 
him,  in  whom  all  the  promifes  are  Yea  and  Amen. 

6.  Confideration  I  cjfTer  is,  that  this  Chriftian  walk 
hath  a  reference  to  all  the  duties  of  religion,  to  all  the 
graces  of  the  Spirit,  and  to  all  the  direftions  of  the  word, 

which  is  the  rule  of  this  walk. It  hath  a  reference, 

I  fay,  to  all  the  duties  of  religion  ;  and  fo  they  cannot 
walk  in  Chrift,  who  neglect  the  duty  of  prayer,  the 
duty  of  watchfulnefs,  the  duty  of  vow^n*?,  and  paying 
our  vows  to  the  Lord,  as  David,  Pfal.  cxvi.  9.  14.  ccm- 
parech — It  hath  a  reference  to  all  the  graces  of  the  Spirit. 
Cliriil  is  the  way  that  t\ve  \3eYvtNet  >ii?i!^^  vci\  Xsvsx^'^^ 
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in  a  high  way,  there  are  feveral  foct  roads,  fome  on 
this  fide,  and  feme  on  that  fide  of  the  way,  which  a 
perfon  may  conveniently  walk  in,  and  yet  never  go  off 
from  the  high  way  :  I'o  here,  the  feveral  graces  of  the 
Spirit  are  like  fo  many  branches  of  the  way  and  road, 
fur  believers  to  walk  in,  fo  many  little  walks  by  the  way- 
fide. — There  is  the  walk  of  faith,  which  we  ^ire  daily 
to  fl:ep  into,  afting  faith  on  Chrifl:^s  righteoufnefs,  for 
acceptance  ;  acting  upon  his  ftrcngth  for  aflillance  ; 
adting.upon  his  fulnefs,  for  fupply ;  a^Sting  upon  hhii 
for  grace,  to  kill  fin  and.  to  quicken  the  foul ;  and  a£l- 
ing  upon  him  for  gloiy,  and  for  another  life  toc^imc. 
There  is  the  walk  of  repentance  :  while  the  foul  looks 
to  him  whom  it  pierced,  and  mourns,  O  Sirs,  when 
the  foul  looks  to  Chriil  crucified,  it  fees  more  of  the 
curfed  nature  of  fin,  and  more  of  the  curfed  dcfert  of 
fin,  than  it  is  capable  to  exprefs.  He  that  was  infinite- 
ly pleafed  with  his  Son,  could  not  but  be  infinitely  dif- 
pleafed  with  fin,  that  made  him  to  bruife  him,  till  he 
melted  under  the  burden  of  thefe  fiery  mountains  of 
wrath,  that  were  heaped' upon  him:  "  It  pleafed  the  Lord 
to  bruife  him." — ^There  is  the  walk  of  love,  Eph.  V.  2. 
**  Walk  in  love,  as  Chriil  alfo  loved  us,  and  hath  giveii 
himfelf  for  us;  an  offering  and  a  facrifice  of  a  fweet-fmel- 
ling  fay  our."  O!  here  is  a  pleafant  walk:  ''  God  is  love ; 
and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love,  dwelleth  in  God,  and  God 
in  him,"  1  John  iv.  16.  Many  walk  in  doubts  and  fears; 
but  if  we  were  more  in  the  fvvect  element  of  iove,  we 
would  doubt  lefs;  for,  ver.  18.  "  There  is  no  fear  in  love; 
but  perfeft  love  cafteth  out  fear;  becaufe  fear  hath  tor- 
ment: he  that  feareth  is  not  made  perfect  in  love/'  And 
if  we  were  more  in  this  happy  region  of  love  to  God,  we 
would  be  more  in  love  to  one-another.— There  is  the 
walk  of  joy,  that  the  believer  Ihould  be  fl:epping  into  ; 
'^  Rejoicing  in  Chrifl:Jefus:  Rejoicing  evermore."  This 
joy  is  not  only  a  privilege  but  a  duty  :  not  only  a  fiart 
of  our  happinefs,  but;  a  part  of  our  holinefs ;  a  part  of 
this  walk  ;  a  commanded  duty.  This  joy  of  the  Lord 
is  the  ftrength  of  the  foul :  and  this  walk,  in  holy  joy, 
is  not  inconfiftent,  with  a  walking  in  lioly  fe-^Lt  \  ^Jsvfc^ 
^re  both  put  togctlv^Vj  Afts  ix.  31  •  ^^  ^^WkVCi^m'^iv^^^^'^^ 
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of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  they 
were  multiplied.''  Is  the  believer  married  to  Chrift,  and 
fliould  he  not  delight  in  his  Hulband  ?  He  delights  in 
them,  and  fhould  they  not  delight  in  him  ?  Believers 
ill  >uld  mourn  all  their  lives  for  fin,  and  yet  rejoice  all 
their  life  in  Chrill:  "  Thefe  things  have  I  fpoken  unto 
you,  tliat  my  joy  might  remain  in  you,  and  that  your  joy 
might  be  full,"  John  xv.  11.  It  is  Chrift's  joy  to  fee  his 
people  rejoicing  in  him;  in  his  love,  in  his  death,  in  his 
refurreftion  and  interceffion,  in  his  fulnefs  and  righteouf- 
neft,  in  his  merit  and  Spirit :  for  this  holy  and  fpiritual 
walk  is  from  the  Spirit,  as  the.  principle;  in  the  Spirit, 
as  the  mover;  and  after  the  Spirit,  as  the  guide. — But 
again,  this  walk,  it  hath  a  reference  to  all  the  directions 
c  f  the  word,  as  the  rule  of  it.  The  man  that  wallis  in 
Chrilt,  hath  a  refpedt  to  all  God's  commandments;  and  a 
refpeft  to  the  whole  v/ord,  as  the  rule:  for,  *'  Whoever 
walketh  according  to  this  rule,  peace  be  on  him,"  faith 
the  apoftle,  ''  and  on  all  the  Ifrael  of  God."  Oh  !  how 
few  difcover  a  Ghriftian  v»ralk,  from  this  very  particular, 
that  they  are  fo  unacquainted  with  the  rule  of  the  ChrU- 
tian  walk;  fuch  ftrangers  to  the  Bible!  Many  caft  the 
rule  of  the  Bible  behind  their  ba^k.  Would  Ihe  not  be 
counted  a  whorifh  woman,  who  had  received  a  letter 
from  her  long  abfent  hufband;  and  when  flie  had  read 
it,  fliC  rent  it  in  pieces,  and  tread  it  under  foot  ?  And, 
indeed,  all  of  you  are  doing  this,  while  you  are  flighters 
of  the  Bible,  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath;  and  make  no 
confclence  of  walking  by  the  rule  of  the  word. 

7.  The  fevcnth  confideration  I  offer  is,  that  this  walk 
hath  a  preference,  beyond  all  other  walks ;  even  the  beft 
walk  of  any  in  the  world,  that  are  but  pretenders  to  reli- 
gion and  Chriftianity.  As  the  worfhippers  of  the  beaft 
have  the  mark  of  the  beaft:  God's  children-  have  God's 
feal,  2  Tim.  ii.  19.  The  foundation  ofGodftandefbfure^ 
having  this  feal^  the  Lord  kno^eth  them  that  are  his.  Let 
every  one  that  nameth  the  name  of  Cbrift^  depart  from  ini' 
qiiity.  God's  feal  hath  a  double  motto;  the  one  denotes 
their  fecurity;  The  Lord knowetb  them  that  are  his*  the 
other  denotes  their  fandlity  ;  They  depart  from  ini- 
fu/(y.     There  are  many  \vM  ftowct^  \xv  \5i^&  %l^4^s  ^3aa3L 
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bear  a  refemblance  unto,  and  look  like  the  flowers  in 
the  garden ;  but  are  really  not  the  fame :  fo,  many 
things,  at  a  dillance,  look  like  fauftification,  and  a 
Chriftian  walk;  but  at  ^  nearer  view  are  quite  different 
from  it. 

There  is  a  threefold  walk,  that  looks  like  a  Chriftian 
walk,  but  yet  it  is  not  only  different  from  it,  but  oppo- 
fite  to  it :  and  this  Chriftian  walk  is  fb  far  beyond  it^ 
as  heaven  is  above  earth. 

(i.)  The  walk  of  civility,  which  is  nothing  elfe  but 
a  fair  fhew  in  the  flefli ;  rather  a  Heathenifli  ftridlnefs, 
than  a  Chriftian  holinefs.     For,  mere  civility  is  ufually 
accompanied  with  ignorance  of  God,  and  the  mytteries 
of  his  kingdom.  Men  may  be  no  drunkards,  no  fwearers, 
no   adulterers,  no  rude  debauched  perfons  ;    and  yet 
grofly  ignorant  of  fpiritual  matters  :    fo  Nicodemus,  a 
ruler  in  Ifrael,  a  ftri£k  Pharifee,  a  civil  man ;  and  yet 
a  mere  ignoramus  in  the  new  birth,  John  iii.  lo.  Where- 
as a  Chriftian  walk  begins  with  knowledge,  and  with  the 
Spiritof  wifdom  and  revelation  in  the  knowledgeof  Chrift. 
Jefus  Chrift  is  ufually  little  prized  by  civil  men  \  they 
are  fatisfied  witli  their  own  righteoufncfs  ;  they  do  not 
hunger  and  thirft  afty  Chrift's  righteoufnefs.  .  The  law- 
is  more  natural  to  men  than  the  gofpel ;  yea^  the  gofpel 
is  not  at  all  what  nature  can  duly  imagine  about:  there- 
fore, legal  ftrains,  and  moral  maxims,  fuit  more  with 
them,  than  gofpel-doftrine :  but,  to  the  Chriftian,  drift 
is  all  in  alL — Some  reigning  luft  ufually  keeps  company 
wdth  civility ;  fuch  as  covetoufnefs,  for  ordinary.     The 
young  man  in  the  gofpel,  that  was  a  civil  honeft  man^ 
a  fair  dealer  in  the  world ;  and  could  fay,  /  have  kept 
all  tbefe  things ^  from  my  youth  ;    fo  he  might,  as  to  tbt' 
letter  of  them:  yet,  behold,  his  poffeffions  were  a  fnare 
to  him ;    at  the  narrow  bridge  of  felf-denial,  Chrift  and 
his  foul  parted. — In  a  word,  the  civilian  ufually  takes 
more  care  about  his  a£Uons,  than  about  his  lufla:   h« 
can  digeft  all  the  lufts  of  wrath,  malice,  pride,  worldly 
thoughts,  and  unclean  affeftions  ;    becaufc  the  cctnver- 
fation  feems  to  be  fmooth  and  fair,  thefe  crawliag  v^* 
rain  fwarm  in  the  heart  without  controul:  ^k'j  ^  wj'-^JSte^ 
13  all  for  outward  carriage;  it  minds  ivcA.  \!tveVA^x?L.  ^Sbsft. 


\>0i^ 


234  ^^^  Duty  of  Receiving  Christs, 

the  Chriftian  w.alker  complains,  even  of  the  law  in  his 
members,  the  finful  workings  of  the  heart:  his  eyes,  like 
the  windows  of  the  temple,  are  broad  inward  ;  he  looks 
much  within,  and  mourns  over  the  fins  of  the  heart, 
as  well  as  thofe  of  the  life.     But  there  is, 

(2.)  The  walk  of  the  Formaliil,  that  hath  but  a  dead 
form:  this  Chriftian  walk  is  vaftly  beyond  that.  Why? 
the  formalift  afts  from  foreign  confiderations,  motives 
from  without;  fuch  as  popular  applaufe,  carnal  refpeft, 
worldly  honours,  preferments,  and  the  like.  Juft  like 
puppits,  that  want  the  natural  motion  of  life  within,. and 
nre  artificially  moved  by  an  outward  force.  The  Spirit 
of  God  may  aflift  the  hypocrite  in  fome  duties  ;  but  he 
is  not  in  him  as  an  informing,  .quickening,  renewing 
principle  :  but  the  Spirit  is  in  the  believer,  like  a  living 
fountain,  natively  bullering  up;  "Out  of  his  belly  floweth 
rivers  of  living  water,"  John  vii.  37.  Formalifts  are 
carclefs  of  God's  fight  and  prefenc^  ;  they  can  neither 
appeal  to  God  for  their  fincerity ;  nor  live  in  his  pre  fence, 
as  in  the  eye  of  his  omnifcience  :  but  their  great  care  is, 
to  blind  the  world.  The  Chriftian  can  appeal  to  God, 
with  Peter ;  "  Thou  that  knoweft  all  things,  knoweft 
that  I  love  thee."  At  other  tin^s  he  loaths  himfelf, 
at  the  fight  of  God's  glorious  majefty  and  purity,  in  the 
fenfe  of  his  defects  ;  '^  Now  mine  eyes  feeth  thee;  there- 
fore, I  abhor  myfelf,  and  repent  in  duft  and  in  alhes." — 
The  formalift  is  proud  of  his  falfe  grace ;  but  the  Chrif- 
tian walk  is  always  attended  with  fpiritual  poverty. 
The  more  knowledge  the  faint  hath,  the  more  he  is 
fenfible  of  his  ignorance  :  the  more  faith,  the  niore  he 
bewails  his  unbelief:  the  more  love,  the  more  he  blames 
his  heart  for  want  of  love.  It  is  a  good  fign,  when  the 
foul  is  kept  hungry  and  humble,  in  the  fenfe  of  its  wants, 
amidft  the  height  of  its  enjoyments. 

(3.)  The  walk  of  .the  temporary  Chriftian  feemeth  ex- 
cellent; but  this  true  Chriftian  walk  hath  the  preference. 
Some  hypocrites  are  under  the  influence  of  reftraining 
grace,  chained  up  by  their  own  fears ;  but  not  moved 
by  gofpel-grace,  nor  reftrained  by  love  and  mercy  -. 
this  reftraining  grace,  where  there  is  no  more,  never 
deftroys  fm  ;   but  only  difcVv^rg^es  xicvt.  ^^  ^l\x  \  ^Wx. 
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true  grace  fweetly  inclines  the  heart,  to  hate  every  falfe  • 
way,  and  to  run  the  way  cf  God's  commandments. — 
Other  hypocrites  are  under  the  influence  of  common 
temporary  grace  :  this  hath  a  degree  of  excellency  be- 
5^ond  all  the  form,er,  and  j^et  comes  to  nothing.  It  differs 
from  civility,  becaufe  it  is  more  Chriftian  and  evangeli- 
cal. It  differs  from  formality,  becaufe  that  is  only  a 
flicv/,  and  this  is  a  real  work  on  the  foul.  It  differs 
fn)m  reftraining  grace,  for  that  avoids  fin,  and  performs  ' 
duty  from  Ilavilh  fear ;  but  this  feems  to  have  fomc 
affection  for  Chril!:  and  his  word:  this  a  man  may  have, 
and  yet  fall  away,  like  the  ftony-ground  heai-ers.  1'his 
is  the  nearefl  to  true  grace,  and  it  is  called,  Heb.  vi.  5. 
an  enlightening;  a  talle  of  the  heavenly  gift,  a  partaking 
of  the  Holy  Gholl,  namely,  in  his  gifts,  that  are  common : 
but  yet  the  light  here  fpoktn  of,  is  not  humbling ;  the 
tafte  is  not  ravifliing;  the  gifts  are  not  renewing:  all 
that  they  have  puffs  them  up.  The  foundations  fink 
that  are  not  laid  deep  enough.  The  true  ChrilUan  walk 
doth  magnify  Chrift,  and  debafe  felf :  this  Dagon  falls 
down  beJFore  the  ark.  In  a  word,  a  formalifl:  and  hy- 
pocrite, or  legalift,  may  have  the  Spirit,  and  yet  not 
be  born  of  the  Spirit :  he  may  have  the  Spirit  Ihining 
on  him,  like  the  glancing  of  the  fun-beams  upon  a  glafs 
window  :  but  the  faint  hath  the  Spirit  in  him,  like 
a  well  of  water  fpringing  up  to  everlafl:ing  life.  He 
enjoys  his  indwelling  prefenee  and  his  gracious  working, 
not  only  in  his  inferior  operation,  but  in  effeftual  rege- 
neration, and  fpiritual  transformation,^  and  fo  the  Spirit 
of  adoption,  crying,  Abba,  Father^  Gal.  vi.  5,  6.  But 
in  order  to  clear  this  difference  further, 

8.  The  laft  confideration  I  offer  is,  that  this  Chrifl:ian 
walk  is  different  from  all  other  pretenders  to  it,  efpecially 
in  its  relation  to  Chrift.  And  it  hath  chiefly  a  threefold 
relation  to  Chrift.  As  of  bim^  and  through  bim^  and 
to  bim  are  all  things:  fo,  this  v/alk  being  a  walk  in  Chrift, 
is  of  him,  as  the  author;  through  him,  as  the  altar  ; 
and  to  him,  as  the  end :  it  is  of  him,  as  the  Alpha  ; 
through  him,  as  the  way  of  acceptance  ;  and  to  him, 
as  the  Omega:    it  is  of  him,  as  th^  tffi^CA^^V  cjax!&&\ 
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through  him,  as  the  accepting  caufe ;  and  to  him,  as 
the  final  caufe. 

(i.)  This  Chrifcian  walk  is  of  bim^  as  the  Alpha, 
the  principle,  the  efficient  caufe :  /  live^  fays  Paul ;  yet 
not  /,  but  Cbrift  livetb  in  me.  Every  ttep  of  this  walk 
is  an  act  of  the  foul^  made  alive  unto  God  thro'  Clirill, 
and  his  quickening  it  by  the  fupereminent  influences  of 
the  Spirit  of  Chriil,  without  whom  we  can  do  nothing. 
We  have  neither  life  nor  legs  to  walk  without  Chrift : 
it  is  he  that  worketh  in  us,  both  to  will  and  to  do.  It 
is  he  that  giveth  power  to  the  faint,  and  increafeth 
ftre'ngth  to  them  that  have  no  might.  Then  they  run 
without  wearying,  and  walk  without  fainting.  The 
man  is  able  for  all  things,  through  Chrift  ftrengthening 
him :  now  he  furmounts  all  difficulties,  which  before 
were  infuperable.  Though  the  foul  be  the  formal  agent, 
yet  the  power  and  efficiency,  by  which  it  afts,-  is  from 
him:  as  the  foul  animates  the  body;  fo  Chrift  animates 
the  believer's  foul  in  this  Ghriftian  walk.  Here  is  a 
iuyftery  which  is  but  madnefs  and  melancholy  to  an 
ignorant  world  ;  and  particularly  to  blind  moralifts.. 

.  (2.)  This  Ghriftian  walk  is  tbrougb  biniy  as  the  Al- 
TAB..,  the  mean  of  acceptance,  and  the  accepting^ caufe; 
for,  We  are  accepted  in  the  Beloved.  It  is  in  him  alone 
that  God  is  well  pleafed :  this  is  the  altar  on  which  the 
gift  is  to  be  laid.  As  the  believer  draws  all  his  ftrength 
from  him  ;  fo  he  expefts  all  his  acceptation  through 
him  :  no  adion,  no  duty  is  accepted  but  as  perfumed 
by  the  merit  of  his  oblation.  Though  they  fliould  be 
melted  down  into  tears  of  gofpel-tendernefs  ;  yet  they 
dare  not  prefent  them  to  God,  for  acceptation  ;  but 
only  by  Chrift  :  they  carry  back  thefe  tears  to  be  bath- 
ed in  his  blood ;  knowing  that  their  fait  water  is  of 
little  value  with  God ;  expedling  only  to  be  accepted 
upon  the  value  of  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  the  virtue 
«nd  efficacy  of  his  interceffion. 

(3.)  This  Chriflian  walk  is  to  biniy  as  the  Omega, 

the  final  caufe,  and  the  end  of  it :  it  is  all  direfted  to  the 

praife  of  his  grace,  and  to  the  glory  of  God  in  Chrift. 

The  very  thoughts  of  robbing  God  of  his  glory,  and 

clothing  himfeU  with  the  fpoWs  ot\vv^\\oxift\vc,  ^x^  ^Qrca&- 
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times  terrible  to  him  :  why,  he  is  upon  a  God-exalting, 
Chrill-honouring,  and  grace-magnifying  defign.  This 
is  the  very  nature  of  the  Chriftian  walk,  and  that  which 
completes  the  image  of  God,  when  his  glory,  and  the 
exaltation  of  his  grace,  and  the  manifeftatipn  of  his 
glorious  perfeftions,  is  uppermoft  in  the  man's  thoughts, 
defires,  defigns,  and  endeavours.  When  it  is  the  man's 
greatett  wiTh  on  eartli,  to  Ihew  forth  \\\t  glory  of  his 
name  ;  and  his  grealeft  errand  to  heaven,  to  fee  this 
glorious  objeft,  and  be  in  cafe  to  extol  him  up  for  ever. 
This  is  the  walk  we  are  called  to,  and  herein  it  is 
diftinguiflied  from  all  that  moralifts,  formalifts,  legalifls, 
and  hypocrites  can  attain. — May  thefe  confiderations 
be  indeed  the  matter  of  your  confideration ;  and  m^y 
the  Lord  acquaint  you  with  this  walk ;  that  receiving 
Chrift,  you  may  fo  walk  in  him. 

2rf/y,  I  am  to  oflFer  fome  qualities  and  properties  of 
the  way.  Having  confidered  the  walk  already,  at  fome 
length,'  I  (hall  now  confine  myfelf  to  fpeak  a  little  of 
the  way  :  and  indeed  every  property,  that  I  am  to  offer 
of  this  way,  that  you  are  to  walk  in,  may  be  a  ftrong 
inducement  to  thofe  that  are  out  of  the  way,  to  come  to 
it;  and  thofe  that  come  to  it,  to  walk  in  it.  All  men  are 
walking  in  fome  way  or  other  :  What  is  the  way  moft 
part  are  walking  in  ?  Why,  they  are  walking  after  the 
flefli,  Rom.  viii.  i. ;  walking  in  the  way  of  their  own 
heart,  Eccl.  ii.  9. ;  walking  after  their  own  devices, 
Jer.  xviii.  2.;  walking  after  vanity,  Jer.  ii.  5.;  walking 
after  their  own  ungodly  lufts:  this  is  far  from  walking  in 
Chrift;  and  yet,  this  is  the  walk  of  the  moft  part  in  the 
world.  The  lafcivious  man  walks  in  his  lufts ;  the  co- 
vetous  man  walks  in  his  wealth,  as  in  his  ilrong  tower; 
the  voluptuous  man  walks  in  his  pleafures  ;  the  hypo- 
crite walks  in  his  formal  duties,  &?r.  Oh!  how  few  walk 
in  Chrift !  They  who  do  fo,  are  a  few  perfons  by  them- 
felves;  and  of  another  fpirit,  like  Caleb,  Numb.  xiv.  24.  • 
However,  this  is  the  walk  of  true  believers ;  and  if 
they  do  not  walk  fo,  th.ey  do  not  aft  like  themfelves  : 
As  ye  have  received  Chrift  J^f^^  *he  Lordj  fo  ^ali  ye  in 
bim.  Chrift  fays,  /  am  the  nuay^  John  xiv.  6.;  and  here 
his  apoftle  fays  the  fame:  Asyc  ba^  rccci'ocdGbTiJt '^eju* 
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the  Lord^  fo  KUiilk  ye  In  bhn .'  in  him,  who  is  the  way, 
wherein  ye  are  .to  walk.  And  now,  to  Ihevv  what  fort 
of  a  way  this  is,  we  need  not  be  at  a  lofs,  if  we  were 
under  the  condudl  of  the  v/ord  and  Spirit  of  Chrill,  who 
is  the  way.  There  are  thefe  ten  qualities  and  properties 
of  this  way,  wherein  you  are  to  walk :  all  the  conveni- 
ences that  the  heart  of  man  can  conceive  or  devife  r  all 
the  accommodations,  that  may  either  gain  people  to  this 
•way,  or  refi'elh  people  that  are  in  this  way :  and  there- 
fore apply  it  ftill,  as  we  go  along,  by  way  of  motive  to 
quicken  you  to  fet  footing  in  this  way,  if  you  be  out  of  it, 
and  to  make  progrefs  therein,  if  you  be  in  it. 

I.  One  property  is,  that  it  is  a  free  way  for  all  comers 
to  enter  into,  and  for  all  intrants  to  walk  in. — It  is 
free  for  all  comers  to  enter  into.  It  is  a  way  barred  up 
to  no  perfon  whatfoever ;  a  way  M^hofe  gates  are  call 
off  from  the  hinges  :  Whoever  will,  may  come  freely 
to  it,  without  money  and  without  price.  There  are  fome 
ways,  fome  bridges  over  certain  rivers,  which  we  cannot 
be  allowed  to  pafs  without  paying  fome  little  money,  for 
defraying  the  charges  of  the  building,  or  fupport  thereof: 
but  here  is  a  way,  a  bridge,  built  over  the  ocean  of 
God's  wrath  ;  a  way  for  fmners  to  get  to  God.  And, 
indeed,  it  is  a  coftly  way,  built  at  the  greateft  expence 
that  God  and  Chrift  could  be  at,  yet  free  to  us;  nothing- 
to  pay  for  the  paflage. — It  was  indeed,  a  colHy  way  to 
the  Father,  and  coft  him  his  own  Son ;  not  fo  as  to  lofe 
him  for  ever,  but  fo  as  to  kill  him  for  a  time.  Though 
a  man  do  not  lofe  his  child ;  yet  it  goes  to  his  heart  to 
fee  his  child  tormented ;  much  more  when  he  himfelf 
is  forced  to  be  the  tormentor.  Chrift  was  the  Father's 
beloved  Son,  the  delight  of  his  bofom ;  yet,  it  pleafed 
the  Lord  to  bruife  him :  he  not  only  beheld  the  tragedy 
that  v/as  afited  upon  him  by  roan,  but  allowed  the  fut 
fering;  yea,  and  was  the  chief  a£lor  of  it  himfelf:  it 
pleafed  him  to  bring  about  thefalvationof  finnersthis  way. 
It  was  coftly  to  Chrift  ;  he  parted  with  the  glory  of  his 
divinity,  for  a  while,  thou,9;h  not  with  the  effence  of  it : 
and  though  he  was  King  of  king?,  underwent  the  notion 
of  a  beggar,  and  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervant ; 
yea^  and  died  the  curfed  de3,tK  oilbs  ctofe,  .But  yet  it  is 
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a  free  way  to  us,  without  any  coft  or  charge  :  Chrift  is 
freely  given  of  the  Father,  to  be  the  fmner's  way  to 
him ;  and  it  is  by  way  of  abfolute  free  gift ;  *'  I  will 
give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people."  Not  for  our  fake 
doth  he  it,  but  for  his  own  name's  fake:  in  fo  much  that 
tlie  greateft  of  fmners  may  freely  enter  into  tliis  way ; 
**  By  grace  ye  are  faved,  through  faith;  and  that  not  of 
yourfelves,  it  is  the  gift  of  God."  If  any  thing  was  to 
be  done  on  our  part,  to  partake  of  Chrift,  we  might  have 
whereof  to  boaft;  Rom.  iv.  2.  "  If  Abraham  was  juftified 
by  works,  he  had  whereof  to  glory."  Therefore  Ood 
gives  Chrift  freely,  without  any  confideration  in  us, 
to  move  him  thereto;  yea,  contrary  to  all  the  evil- in  us, 
that  might  move  him  to  deny  Chrift  unto  us;  and  all  to 
the  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grace  ;  that  we  may  come 
boldly  to  this  throne  of  grace.  If  this  way  of  accefs  to 
God  was  not  free,  we  could  not  come  boldly.  If  God 
ihewed  a  regard  to  any  previous  good  in  U3,  it  would  mar 
ourboldnefs;but,we  have  boldnefs  to  enter  into  theholiefl:, 
not  by  his  blood  and  our  aftions,  but  only  by  his- blood.  If 
a  man  hath  a  mind  toftep  into  the  king's  high- way,  out  of 
his  houfe,wliich  is  the  fubjeft's  privilege,  no  man  can  fay 
to  him,  you  trefpafs  in  fo  doing;  it  is  made  to  be  com- 
mon for  all :  fo  Chrift  is  a  frjee  common  good  ;  a  com- 
mon way  to  all  forts  of  perfons  whatfoever,  to  whom 
there  is  a  heart  given  to  ftep  into  the  way.  Chrift 
allows  all  forts  of  finners  to  come  to  him,  and  enter  into 
this  way  :  but  he  allows  none  to  live  in  fm,  that  have 
come  to  him  ;  nay,  he  purges  out  their  fm.  Let  none 
take  it  amifs  that  we  fay,  the  vileft  of  finners  are  freely 
vC^elcome  to  this  way,  that  they  may  walk  in  it ;  and 
then  furely  they  will  walk  at  another  rate,  than  ,they 
have  done:  in  tihis  fcnfe  it  is  that  Chrift  fays.  Publicans 
and  harlots  may  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  before 
thefelf-righteousPharifees,Mat.xxi.  3 1.  Men'a  thoughts 
run  another  ftrange  way:  if  I  have  little  holinefsand  righ- 
teoufnefs,  then  the  man  thinks,  now  I  may,  in  regard  of 
that  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs,  without  prefumption,clofe 
with  Chrift:  why,thisistooverthrowthc  gofpelof  the  grace 
of  God  tn Chrift,  who fays,that  he  caniie  tofave  that  which 
was  loft;  and  came  not  to  call  the  T\^\\ltou^^\>\iX^\tcci&\%^ 
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It  is  a  free  way  For  all  comers  to  enter  into. — ^And  it 
is  free  for  all  that  have  entered  into  it  to  walk  in,  and 
to  walk  freely.  Walking  is  a  voluntary  motion,  and  the 
regenerate  foul  walks  freely,  without  force  or  compulfi- 
on,  or  a  bafe  mercenary  fpirit ;  The  love  of  Cbrift  con- 
f trains  bim  •'  love  is  a  golden  weight,  that  hangs  upon 
the  foul,  and  makes  every  wheel  of  it  to  move.  Chrift 
is  fuch  a  free  way,  as  makes  all  ins  people  volunteers 
in  his  fervice  ;  Thy  people  Jliall  be  *iv tiling  in  the  day  of 
tby  potoer.  It  is  their  choice,  their  delight,  their  optioH: 
I  have  cbofen  the  way  of  trutby  Pfal.  cxix.  3. 

2.  Another  property  is,  it  is  a.fafe  way  to  walk  in ; 
and  fo  as  there  is  here  the  freeft  walking,  fo  there  is 
here  the  fafcft  walking ;  hence  it  is  faid  of  the  man  that 
walketh  in  this  way,  Ifa.  xxxiii.  16.  "  He  fljiaJl  dwell 
on  high,  the  place  of  his  defence  fliall  be  the  munition 
of  rocks."  In  this  way  the  man  is  fo  lafe  that  he  needs 
fear  no  evil.  O  how  fweetly  do  thy  w^lkyr^o  can  iing 
the  twenty-third  Pfalm  in  the  very  view  of  death!  "  Yea, 
though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  fliadow  of  death, 
yet  will  I  fear  no  evil;  for  thou  art  with  me,  thy  rod  and 
thy  ftafF  they  comfort  me.'^  There  is  the  greateft  fecu-  - 
rity  in  this  way  ;  "  He  that  walketh  uprightly,  walketh 
furely.  He  that  dwelleth  in  the  fecret  place  of  the  moil 
High,  Ihall  abide  under  the  Ihade  of  the  Almighty,"  Pfal. 
xci.  r.  Let  a  man  take  any  other  way  in  the  world  to 
heaven,  but  Chrift,  and  there  are  a  thoufand  dangers  in  it, 
and  hazards  of  mifcarrying:  but  let  a  man  take  this  way, 
and  walk  in  it,  and  the  gates  of  hell  Ihall  not  prevail 
againft  him.  It  is  faid  of  this  way,  Ifa.  xxxv.  9.  **  No 
lion  fhall  be  there,  nor  any  ravenous  beaft  fliall  be- found  . 
there:  but  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  fliall  walk  there." 
Thofe  that  keep  clofs  to  this  way,  they  keep  out  of  the 
J-each  of  Satan,  the  roaring  lion;  that  wicked  one  toucheth 
them  not.  It  is  true,  they  are  the  objefts  of  his  greateft 
fpite  :  but  they  are  out  of  his  reach ;  he  can  do  them  no 
real  hurt,  while  they  keep  clofs  in  this  way.  They  that 
walk  in  their  lufts,  and  in  fm,  they  are  in  Satan's  way, 
and  he  hath  them  at  his  will :  this  is  the  way  to  hell. 
They  that  are  walking  in  their  own  righteou&efs, 
as  their  way  to  heaven,  Satan  hath  coutiaual -advantage 
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againft  them ;  becaufe  there  is  fo  much  fin  .hi  all  their 
righteoufnefs,  and  fo  much  of  the  devil  in  all  their  good- 
nefs,  they  are  not  out  of  the  reach  of  the  lion:  It  is  a. 
fafe  way  to  walk  in,  you  cannot  be  fafe  in  any  other 
way,  •that  hath  falvation  at  the  end  of  it ;  for  it  leads 
to  eternal  glory  and  eternal  happinefs  ;  Jlcb.  xii.  i,  2. 
*'  Let  us  lay  afide  every  weight,  and  the  fin  that  doth 
fo  eafily  bei'et  us,  and  run  with  patience  the  race  fet  be- 
fore us,  looking  unto  Jefus  the  author  and  finilher  of  our 
faith;  who  for  the  joy  that  was  fet  before  him,  endured 
the  crofs,  dcfpifing  the  fhame,   and  is   fet  down   at  the 

'right-hand  of  the  throne  of  God.'*  Other  ways  lead  to 
hell,  this  takes  to  heaven;  for  the  promife  is  made  to 
this  way,  and  to  the  walkers  in  it;  for,  All  the  promife s' 
»re  in  Chrift  Tea  and  Amen.  And  thofe  that  live  godly 
in  Ghrifl:  Jefus,  have  the  promifes  of  this  life,  and  of  that 
which  is  to  come. ' 

3.  The  third  property  is,  it  is  a  lightfome  way  to  walk 

.  in ;  for  there  is  much  light  in  this  way:  hence  fays  the 
prophet,  Micah  vii.  8,  9.  "  When  I  fit  in  darknefs,  the 
Lord  will  be  a  light  unto  me;  he  will  bring  me  forth  to 
the  light,  and  I  ftiall  behold  his  righteoufnefs.  Pfalm 
cxix.  130.  The  entrance  of  thy  word  giveth  light ;  it 
giveth  nnderfi:anding  to  the  fimple.'*  It  difcovers  fin  to 
be  fin,  and  duty  to  be  duty.  "  It  is  a  pleafant  things 
(fays  Solomon)  for  the  eye  to  behold  the  fun;"  and,  Oh! 
it  is  a  heavy  thing  for  a  traveller  to  be  benighted  and 
overtaken  with  darknefs!  And  hence  the  fummer-feafons 
are  the  beft  feafons  for  travellers  in  the  way,  becaufe  it 
ifi  lightfome.  Now,  Sirs,  all  other  ways  but  this  are 
darknefs:  Chriil  is  the  light  of  the  world;  John  viii.  12. 
*'  I  am  the  light  of  the  world ;  he  that  foUoweth  me  lliall 
not  walk  in  darknefs,  but  lliall  have  the  light  of  life.*' 
The  light  of  knowledge,  in  oppofition  to  the  darknefs  of 
ignorance  and  error,  is  in  this  way;  for  he  that  is  the 
way,  teacheth  all  the  travellers,  according  to  his  pro- 
mife; *^  They  Ihall  all  be  taught  of  God:"  never  a 
fchoolmafter  in  the  world,  can  teach  the  perfedl  trade  of 
walking  uprightly,  but  Ghrifl:,  the  God-man :  they  ar^ 
all  but  unflcilful,  that  are  not  taught  of  him,  and  by  his 
Spirit,  as  a  Spirit  of  wifdorri  and  reve\a\\oTv\xv  \^cv^V\nr;^ - 
ledge  of  him.  Wq  thatVe  mirAfteu.  \^^\^^M^  ^^^^^  "^ 
Vol.  III.       -  t    ^  ^^^' 
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but  unpolifhed  dunces  in  Chriftianity,  till  the  Lord  him- 
lelf  come  in  to  that  miniftry  ;  and,  by  his  Spirit,  teach 
your  fpirit3  :  and  then,  when  he  comes,  he  can  make 
you  wifer  than  your  teachers.     Again, 

4.  The  fourth  property  is,  it  is  a  firni  and  folid  way 
to  walk  in  ;  there  is  no  fear  of  finking,  while  we  keep 
this  caufcway,  this  road*  ■  Gluts  of   rain  make  forae 
miry,    boggy  ways  finking,    to  both    men  and  horfcs. 
But  here  is  a  way  that  is  a  firm  rock ;  all'tlie  rain  tfiat 
falls  upon  it  runs  away;  it  is  a  fure  foundation:  it  is  firm 
in  the  fuulell  as  well  as  in  the  fairef l  weatlier.    Chriftis 
a  way  that  will  deceive  none  that  walk  in  him  :    fome 
ways  will  Look  well  enough  to  the  eye,  and  yet  deceive 
people:    fome  places  will  look  as  green  and  fair  as  any 
other  parts^of  fclid  ground,  and  yet  they  are  fuch  quag- 
mires  and  bogs,  that  men  and  horfes  will  fink  to  the 
neck  therein:   even  fo,  there  is  a  way  of  felf-rigbteouf- 
nefs,  and  legal  obedience^  that  feems  to  be  a  fair,  green 
way,  that  promifes  firmnefs  ;  but  he  that  walks  there, 
will  hinifelf  fink  ;   and  if  Chrilt  come  not  to  pluck  him 
out,  he  will  fink  over  head  and  ears.    Paul  durft  not  be 
found  in  that  way  of  his  own  righteoufnefs,  but  looked 
upon  it  as  dung,  Phil.  iii.  8,  9.     Now,  you  know,  dung 
makes  both  a  ftinking  way,  and  a  finking  way :   even  fo, 
when  men  go  about  to  eftablilh  their  own  righteoufnefs, 
for  jullification,  and  fo  the  way  to  the  Father,   it  fmells 
in  the  divine  noitrils,  as  dung:    and  not  only  fo,  but^as 
it  is  unacceptable  to  God,   fo  it  is  unprofitable  to  us,  in 
point  of  acceptance  ;   for,  it  is  a  finking  way  :   we  can; 
not  keep  firm  footing  upon  it,  but  fink  in  it :   but  Chrift 
is  fuch  a  firm  way  to  walk  in,  that  you  cannot  fink  there- 
in ;  for,  he  upholds  with  the  right  hand  of  his  righteouf- 
nefs.    The  way  of  fin  is  a  finking  way  ;   the  man  will 
fink  to  hell,  that  walks  in  it :    the  way  6f  felf-righteouf- 
nefs  alfo  is  a  flippery  way ;  all  the  righteoufnefs  of  man 
is  not  able  to  uphold  him;  for  the  fin  that  is  in  his  righ- 
teoufnefs, is  enough  to  trip  up  his  heels,  a;id  lay  him 
in  the  mire,  and  overthrow  him.  But  the  man  walks  firm- 
ly that  walks  and  builds  upon  a  rock.  Though  they  that 
walk  in  Chrift,  are  not  free  of  the  filthinefs  of  fin  altoge- 
thsr;  but  as  water  falling  1x^0x1  ^  tocV^  ^^.^^^vi^^  as  faft 
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as  it  falls,  the  way  being  as  hard  as  before  the  rain  ; 
fo,  tho'  the  Lord  hath  laid  on  Chrill  the  iniq^uity  tf  us 
all,  and  the  believer's  fm  falls  itill  upon  Chrill ;  yet  he 
pafled  away  all  this  iniquity  from  himfelf,  by  making 
full  fatisfaftion  :  if  Chriit  Ihould  have  our  fm  remaining 
on  him,  he  himfelf  would  be  a  finking  way  tp  lis :  if 
Chrift  was  finful  in  the  eyes  of  God,  we  could  never  be 
clean  in  his  eye ;  but  when  fin  was  laid  upon  Chrill, 
how  did  he  fweat  it  out,  when  he  trode  the  wine-prefs 
alone !     Again, 

5.  The  fifth  property  is,  that  it  is  a  high  and  honour-  " 
able  way;  Ifa.  xxxt.  8.  An  Jb/gbway  fiall  le  tbere^  and  it 
Jhall  be  called  the  'way  of  holincfs;  the  unclenn  JJjall  not 
pafs^  over  ity  but  it  Jhall  be  for  tbofc:  tbe  way-faring  man\ 
tko^  42  fooly  J1)all  not  err  therein^  It  is  an  high  and  ho- 
nourable way:  if  you  walk  in  this  way,  you  may  debate 
v/ith  any  man,  in  point  of  honour ;  for  therein  you  have 
fellowfliip  with  the  Father,  and  with  the  Son.  They  that 
walk  in  this  way,  they  dwell  on  high ;  for  it  is  the  way 
of  God :  it  is  the  king's  high-way,  the  way  of  the  King 
of  kings;  Prepare  ye  tbe  "way  of  tbe  Lord^  make  bis  paibs 
ftraigbty  Matth.  iii.  3. — It  is  the  way  of  holinefs,  that 
makes  it  an  honourable  way  alfo,  of  which  God  fays, 
Witbqut  bolinefs  no  man  f mil  fee  God.  Indeed,  none  can 
walk  in  holinefs  that  do  not  v/alk  in  Chrift  ;  and  none 
Ihall  afcend  to  heaven,  that  are  not  fandlified  in  ChrilL 
There  is  no  man  or  woman,  no  king  or  queen,  no  lord 
or  lady,  no  rich  or  poor  perfon  in  the  v»^orld  ;  no  magi- 
flrate  or  fubjeft,  no  minifter  or  people,  Ihall  get  to 
heaven  without  .holinefs,  or  being  fan£lified  in  Chriii: 
Jefus,  I  Cor.  i.  2. — It  is  high  and  honourable  as  it  is 
the  path  of  righteoufnefs  ;  He  leadetb  me  in  tbe  paths  of 
rigbteoiifnefs  for  bis  own  name'* s  fake,  Pfal.  xxiii.  3.  And 
fo  it  is  the  way  everlafting;  Pfal;  cxxxix.  25.  .SVy^  if 
there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me^  and  lead  me  in  tbe  ^w-cy 
tverlafting  ;  \.  e.  the  way  that  is  everlailingly  tnu.', 
everlaftingly  good,  everlaftingly  holy,  everlaftingly 
pleafing  to  God,  and  profitable  to  man,  and  ends  in 
everlafting  life.  It  is  an  high  v/ay;.  a  way  by  itfelf,  and 
diftinguifhed  from  the  ways  of  the  \vo^\d\  ic^x^  \x\^  "^ 
way  of  reparation  froixij  and  non-ccTviarrmXY  Xo^Jcvvs^n^^^^- 
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*'  The  unclean  fliall  not  pafs  over  it;"  that  is,  the  unre- 
generate,  either  to  defile  the  way,  or  dillurb  thofe  that 
walk  there  ;  and  they  that  walk  in  it,  jfhall  be  undefiled 
in  the  way  ;  and  ihall  more  and  more  efcape  the  pollu- 
tions that  are  in  the  world  :  Why  ?  there  is  a  river  that 
runs  along  this  way,  the  ftreams  whereof  not  only  make 
glad,  but  make  clean,  the  city  of  God  ;  the  river  of  the 
blood  of  Chrift,  the  river  of  the  influences  of  the  Spirit: 
by  thefe  they  are  cleanfed  from  all  fin. — Thus  it  is 
in  every  refpeft  an  high,  holy,  and  honourable  way. 
Again,  ^ 

6.  The  fixth  property  of  this  way  is,  it  is  an  eafy 
way;  ^'  My  yoke  is  eafy,"  fays  Chrifl::,  and  faith  the 
prophet  here  of  this  way,  "  The  way-faring  man,  the' 
a  fool,  fliall  not  err  therein;"  tho'  of  a  weak  capacity  m 
other  things,  he  fliall  have  fuch  plain  dire£tions  from 
the  word  and  Spirit,  that  he  fliall  not  err  therein  :  not 
that  they  fliall  be  infallible,  and  commit  no  miftake;  but 
they  fliall  not  be  guilty  of  any  fatal  mifcarriage ;  nor  fo 
mifs  their  way,  but  that  they  fliall  recover  it  again, 
thro'  grace,  and  get  well  to  their  journey's  end.  This 
way  is  eafy  to  hit;  "  Knowledge  is  eafy  to  him  that 
underfl:andeth,"  faith  Solomon:  to  nature  it  is  a  mofl:  dif- 
ficult way  indeed;  but,  through  grace,  it  is  a  mofl:  eafy 
v/ay,  and  fuch  a  way  as  wherein  a  man  cannot  be  loft. 
In  tlic  way  of  the  covenant  of  works,  a  man  may  pre- 
fently  lofe  himfelf :  there  is  not  one  work  he  doth,  but 
he  commits  fin  in  it,  and  fo  he  prefently  fteps  afide;  and 
having  thus  loft  himfelf,  he  muft  begin  again,  go  about, 
and  come  where  he  was  at  the  firft  :  when  all  is  done, 
it  is  as  good  as  if  it  had  been  undone  ;  for  the  law  is 
not  fatisfied  with  any  thing  lefs.than  perfeftion:  and  this 
perfedion  of  righteoufnefs,  we  can  onlj^  have  in  Chrift. 
But  further,  there  are  thefe  four  things,  that  make  this 
way  an  eafy  way  to  walk  in. 

(i.)  It  is  an  eafy  v/ay  in  point  of  clearnefs ;  Chrift 
maketh  every  thing  clear,  to  the  man  that  comes  into 
this  way;  for,  the  anointing  w^iich  they  receive,  teach- 
es them  all  things:  he  maketh  himfelf  evident  to  them, 
and  givcth  underftanding  to  the  fimple ;  in  fo  much, 
ih^t  the  way-faring  man,  tiiou^  z.  l^o\^  ^^  t^^X  ^tt ; 
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the  Spirit  of  truth  IcaJeth  them  into  all  truth,   that  is 
i>eceiiary  for  them:  the  gofpel  makes  the  fimple  wife. 

(2.)  It  is  an  ealy  way  in  point  of  nearnefs  ;  they  that 
walk  in  Chriil  have  a  lliort  cut  to  the  Father;  ^'  No 
man  cometh  to  the  Father  but  by  me."  Other  ways 
are  like  the  crooked  bow,  but  Chrift  is  the  even  firing : 
all  other  ways  are  compaffes  about ;  yea,  they  are  laby- 
rinths in  which  men  lole  themfelvcs.  How  near  a  way 
Chriil  is,  you  have  account,  Rom.  x.  6,  7,  8.  ''  Say  not. 
Who  fliall  afcend  into  heaven  ?  Or,  who  fliall  defcend 
into  the  deep?  The  word  is  nigh  thee,  even  in  thy 
mouth,  and  in  thy  heart,"  The  way  to  heaven  is  nigh; 
there  is  but  one  Hep  to  it,  as  it  were,  and  that  is  to  Hep 
.  in  to  Chriil,  and  remain  there;  "  He  that  believeth  fliall 
be  faved,"  The  old  way  of  the  law  of  works  is  a  long 
way;  for,  *'  Curfed  is  every  one,  that  continucth  not  in 
all  things  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them." 
If  a  man  will  run  an  hundred  miles  for  money,  which  he 
may  have  juft  at  his  door,  and  but  one  ftep  to  it,  lure 
his  journey  is  vain:  fo  it  is  here,  Chriil  hath  grace  and 
falvati'jn,  and  all  in  him,  and  he  lays  them  down  at  our  • 
door;  and  what  need  all  this  travel  with  refpecl  to  legal 
working  ?     Hete  is  a  near  way. 

But  here  a  queftion  may  be  propounded,  Will  not  this 
difcourage  men  to  work,  or  to  do  good  works?  To  which 
we  might  reply,  Indeed  it  may  difcourage  fclfifh  men, 
that  work  for  themfelves,  and  for  their  own  juilification 
and  acceptance  ;  which  is  a  work  that  God  rcjefts  :  a 
feryice  of  felfilhnefs  may- be  difcouraged  by  this  gofpel- 
dodlrine  ;  but  tJie  fervice  of  thankfulnefs,  which  is  the 
only  true  fervice,  and  is  more  cordial  and  fedulous  than 
all  the  mercenary  v/ork  in  the  world;  this  fervice  will 
be  furthered  and  encouraged  thereby.  True  fervice  to 
God  in  Chriil,  is  not  a  ferving  him  llaviflily,  to  purchafe 
falvation  from  him  ;  but  a  ferving  of  him  thankfully, 
to  glorify  him  who  hath  "brought  falvation  to  us. — Thus 
it  is  an  eafy  way  in  point  of  nearnef§  :  a  great  deal  i>f 
labour  and  toil  is  faved, 

(3.)  It  is  an  eafy  way  in  point  of  readinefs  and  difpatch 
of  bufinefs  therein  :  whofoever  choofeth  Chrifl  for  a 
way  to  walk  in,  comes  to  a  very  c^\ivc\v  ^v^^^^xOa  vil  -^S^ 
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the  bafinefs  cf  holinefs,  fan£lification,  and  mprtification, 
which  they  are  to  do,  while  they  are  in  the  way;  for 
Chriil,  whom  the  believer  choofeth  for  his  way,  anoints 
the  wheels  of  their  foul,  and  puts  them  into  a  nimble 
motion;  i  Pet.  ii.  3.  "  To  whom  coming  as  to  a  living 
Itone,  ye  as  lively  Hones  are  built  up/'  Chrift,  being 
the  living  ftone,  makes  every  one  that  cometh  to  him 
living;  yea,  and  lively  too:  and  we  fay  a  man  is  a  lively 
man,  that  is  quick  in  bufmefs.  Why  ?  Chrift  is  their 
ftrength  :  he  is  the  llrong  arm  that  draws  the  bow,  and 
the  ilronger  the  arm  is  th:it  drav/s  the  bow  ;  the  fwifter 
is  the  flight  of  the  arrow,  and  the  further  it  flies.  Chrift 
is  the  living  principle  within  that  makes  them  lively;  / 
livcy  yet  not  /,  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me.  The  larger  tliat 
the  root  of  the  tree  is,  the  more  fap  doth  it  gather,  and. 
the  more  fruit  doth  it  bring  forth  :  Chrift  is  the  large 
root,  where  he  is  once  received,  and  fo  there  are  an* 
fvverable  fpirits  and  fap  coming  from  him  ;  there  will 
hz  a  bringing  fortli  of  much  fruit :  hence  believers  are 
faid  to  be  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his 
might :  there  is  the  believer's  ftock.  A  poor  maid  fer- 
vant,  or  widow,  can  do  little  for  themfelves  in  the 
world;  why?  becaufe  their  ftock  does  not  reach  far: 
but  if  married  to  a  rich  man,  then  they  could  do  much, 
becaufe  they  are  interefted  in  a  large  ftock  :  fo,  when 
a  perfon  is  married  to  Chrift,  that  before  was  poor,  he 
is  now  interefted  in  a  rich  ftock ;  for,  ^'  In  him  are  hid 
all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge :''  and  when 
there  is  fuch  a  great  ftcck  to  trade  upon,  there  may  be 
a  great  deal  of  work  done  with  much  difpatch;  ^^  I  can 
do  all  things,  thro'  Chrift  ftrengthening  me;  yea,  when 
I  am  weak,  then  am  I  ftrong." 

(4.)  It  is  an  eafy  way  in  point  of  largenefs  ;  for  it  is 
a  fpacims  way,  wherein  there  is  abundance  of  room  and 
liberty :  "  If  the  Son  make  you  free,  then  are  ye  free 
indeed."  It  is  true,  it  is  faid,  Strait  is  the  w^zjy.-  and  it 
is  ftrait,  not  only  becaufe  of  the  ftriflnefs  and  exadlnefs 
that  is  required,  Vv'hile  the  way  will  allow  no  toleration 
for  fin ;  but  alfo  that  it  is  a  way,  that  allows  no  room  to 
any  thing  elfe  but  Chrift  :  there  is  no  room  for  a  man's 
own  rig^hteoufnefs  for  juftification  jointly,  together  with 
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Chrift :,  but  now  Chrift,  cbnfidered  in  himfelf,  is  a  large 
and  fpacious  way,  botli  in  refpedt  of  the  number  that 
are  allowed  to  come  into  this  way,  and  the  liberty  and 
freedom  he  allows  them  that  walk  in  him  ;  they  walk 
at  liberty.  There  is  a  manifold  bondage  in  every  other 
v/ay  ;  bondage  to  fin,  Satan,  death,  hell,  wrath,  and 
to  the  law  as  a  covenant  of  works.  In  a  vvord,  ether 
ways  are  crooked,  but  this  is  a  ftraight,  even  way. 

7*  The  feventh  property  is,  that  it  is  the  good  old  waj^; 
Jer.  vi,  16.  '^  Stand  ye  in  the  ways  and  fee,  and  afk  for 
the  old  paths,  where  is  the  good  way,  and  walk  therein, 
and  ye  Ihall  find  reft  for  your  fouls."  This  way  you  are 
to  v/alk  in,  it  is  not  a  new  up-ftart  way,  but  the  old 
beaten  way,  in  which  all  the  patriarchs  and  prophets  have 
walked:  we  are  to  confult  the  pureft  antiquity;  to  aflv 
for  the  path  that  Abraham,  Ifaac, .  and  Jacob  have  tra- 
velled in,  and  all  the  faints  thefe  five  thoufand  years, 
and  more.  Afk  for  the  old  path;  nvbere  is  the  good  vjay: 
v/e  muft  not  be  guided  purely  by  antiquity,  as  if  that 
plea  was  fufficient  to  jufl:ify  our  path:  no,  by  no'means: 
there  is  an  old  way,  which  wicked  men  have  trodden. 
Job  xxii.  15.  •  But  \vhen  we  alk  for  the  old  way,  it  is 
to  be  for  the  good  old  way.  The  gofpel  is  nj  new 
fcheme:  Chrift  is  an  old  way  in  four  refpefts. 

(1.)  It  is  an  old  way  in  refpedt  of  the  contrivance  of 
it;  it  is  no  new  invention,  but  as  old  as  eternity:  Chrift 
is  the  Lamb  flain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world  ^  that 
IS,  from  eternity  :  he  was  fet  up  from  everlafting,  from 
the  beginnings  or  ever  the  earth  was.  God's  M^ay  of 
faving  finners  by  Chrift,  is  according  to  his  eternal  pur- 
pofe,  which  he  purpofed  in  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord,  be- 
fore the  foundation  of  the  world  was  laid,  Eph.  iii.  11. 
2  Tim.  i.  9.  - 

(2.)  It  is  an  old  way  in  fefpeft  of  the  revelation  of  it; 
for  it  was  revealed  immediately  upon  the  back  of  the 
fall :  ^'  The  feed  of  the  woman  ftiall  bruife  the  head  of 
the  ferpent.'^ — Adam  knew  this  way;  and  Abraham  faw 
Chrift's  day,  and  Chrift  was  before  him;  "  Before  Abra- 
ham was,  I  am.'' 

(3.)  It  is  an  old  way  in  refpefl:  of  the  ufe  and  imijrove- 
ment  of  it ;  it  is  not  of  late  uie;  il  li  \otv^  fevc^  \\\fc  ^^vcx.^ 
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began  to  walk  in  it.  There  was  never  another  way  to 
heaven,  fince  the  covenant- of  works  was  broken  and 
violate ;  and  all  that  have  walked  to  heaven  fmce  the 
beginning  of  the  world  by  faith,  they  walked  in  this 
way,  Heb.  xi.     And  fo, 

(4.)  It  is  an  old  way  in  refpeft  that  it  was  the  Old- 
Teltament  as  v/ell  as  theNew-Teftament  way.  TheOld- 
Tcftamcnt  church  had  the  fame  faith  and  hope  in  Chrift, 
tbftt  the  New-Teftamcnt  church  have  :  only  \vith  tliis 
difference,  their  faith  was  to  look  forward,  and  our 
faith  is  to  look  backward:  they  upon  a  Melfiah  to  come, 
and  we  upon  a  Meffiah  that  is  come.  It  is  the  good  old 
way. 

8.  The  eight  property  is,  that  it  is  the  new  and  living 
way  ;  "  Having  boldnefs  to  enter  into  the  holieft  of  all 
by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  by  a  new  and  living  way',''  H^b. 
ix.  19.     But  here  two  queftions  may  be  propofed. 

Quest.   1.   Why  called  a  w^w  way? 

Answ.  (1.)  It  is  called  a  new  way,  becaufe  it  is  come 
after  the  old  way  of  the  covenant  of  works.  God  ne- 
ver defigned  to  bring  one  man  to  heaven,  by  that  old- 
covenant  of  works  :  he  erefted  that  fcaffbld  for  a  little 
while,  that  the  glory  of  th(?  new-covenant  might  be  dif- 
playcd.  The  condition  of  that  covenant  was  perfeft, 
perfonal  obedience,  upon  pain  of  eternal  death ;  and 
how,  by  fin,  this  bridge  is  quite  broken  down  ;  yet,  fuch 
is  the  folly  of  a  blind  world,  that  they  labour  to  build 
lip  that  bridge  again  ;  but  it  is  rotten,  and  will  never 
bear  us  over. 

2.  A  new  way  in  refpeft  of  the  new,  clear,  gofpel-re- 
velation  thereof  now  under  the  New-Teftament :  for, 
under  the  Old,  the  way  into  the  holiell  was  not  yet  made 
manifeft,  Heb.  ix.  8.  The  brighteft  revelations  of  Chrift, 
under  the  Old-Tellament,  were  in  th'efe  or  the  like 
words  ;  that  he  was  to  be  the  feed  of  the  woman,  the 
fon  of  David,  a  prophet  like  unto  Mofes,  a  child  born, 
whofe  name  ihould  be  Wonderful  Counfellor  :  but  what 
are  all  thefe  to  that  one  bright  word  of  tlie  Baptift's, 
Behold  the  Lamb  of  God ^  that  taketb  away  the  fm  of  the 
Kvorld?  And  therefore,  John  the  Baptift  is  called  greater 
than  all  the  Qld-Tcftamervt  ipro\)hets-,  and  yet  the  leaft  in 
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kingdom  of  heaven,  is  greater  than  he,  that  can  fay^ 
with  the  apollle,  *'  We  have  feen  with  our  eyes,  heard 
with  our  ears,  and  handled  with  our  hands,  the  word 
of  life;"  and  can  preach  a  crucified,  dead,  buried,  rifen, 
exalted,  and  glorified  Chrift,  that  hath  brought  in  ever- 
lalting  righteoufnefs  :  hereupon  it  was  faid,  Bleffed  ar^ 
your  eyes^  for  they  fee ^  even  what  the  Old  Tellament 
faints  longed  to  fee,  and  never  faw,  except  one,  who 
was  the  happieft  of  the  Old  Teftament  faints,  viz.  old 
Simeon ;  he  was  both  an  Old  Teftament  and  a  New 
Teftament  faint :  he  got  it  revealed  to  him,  that  he 
Ihould  not  fee  death,  till  he  had  feen  the  Lord's  Chrift* 
Again,  they  had  but  types  of  Chrift,  and  the  fliadow^ 
of  things  to  come  ;  but  the  body  is  of  Chrift.  What 
a  great  difference  is  there  between  a  prieft's  cutting 
a  lamb's  throat,  and  Chrift  giving  himfelf  a  facrifice ! 
Therefore  it  is  called  a  new  way. 

(3.)  It  is  new,  becaufe  it  is  always  new.  The  blood 
of  Chrift  is  but  newly  flied,  as  it  were  ;  and  there  is 
no  abatement  of  the  virtue  of  his  death :  »his  blood  it; 
as  warm,  and  cries  as  loud  this  day,  as  the  day  it  was- 
filed  :  yea,  it  is  always  new,  fo  as  it  never  gives  pla<% 
to  another  way ;  there  will  never  be  another  way  t6 
heaven :  and  we  need  to  take  heed  how  we  improife 
this ;  For^  if  vjeftn  ^coilfully^  after  we  have  received  tht 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  in  rejefting  this  way,  tbart  . 
remains  no  more  facrifice  for  fin,  Heb.  X,  36.:  That  iS, 
God  will  never  provide  another  way,  to  the  end  of  thd 
world,  but  this  one  way. 

(4.)  It  is  a  new  way,  becaufe  it  is  well  prepared, 
as  new  ways  ufed  to  be,  and  we  may  walk  confidently 
and  comfortably  in  it;  for  it  is  fuch  a  well-prepared  way, 
that  one  can  hardly  fet  his  foot  in  this  way,  to  walk  in  it> 
but  he  is  almoft  at  the  end  of  the  way;  becaufe.  He  thM 
hath  the  Son  bath  life.  We  receive  eternal  life,  by 
receiving  of  Chrift  :  not  the  fall  enjoyment  of  it>  but 
a  right  to  it,  and  ah  earneft  of  it.  When  a  man  fee^ 
Chrift,  he  fees  heaven;  *'  Thofe  eyes  fliall  fee  the-Kih^ 
in  his  beauty,  and  the  land  that  is  afar  off,'' Ifa.  xxxiii.  17. 
When  a  man  fees  him,  he  fees  the  I'and  afaT  cS;  Ift 
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regard,  none  can  take  a  believing  look  of  Chrift,  but  he 
mull  fee  heaven,  and  falvation  in  his  face.     But, 
.    Quest.  2.  Why  called  thq  living  way  ?  .. 

Ans.  (i.)  It  is  called  a  living  way,  becaijfe  there 
Tvas  life  in  his  death  :  the  life  of  reconciliation  ;  "  We 
have  peace  by  the  blood  of  his  crofs;"  for  here  he  fatii- 
fied  juftice,  fulfilled  the  law-demands,  and  expiated  fin, 
which  was  the  ground  of  the  quarrel. 

(2.)  A  living  way,  becaufe  he  is  the  life  of  the  world; 
and  all  that  are  in  this  way  live ;  and\no  man  can  die 
in  this  way :  no  traveller  upon  it  can  die ;  Jle  that 
beltevetb  in  we,  JJoall  never  die*  When  bodily  death 
comes,  they  but  fleep  in  Jefus,  who  is  the  refurredlion 
and  the  life. 

(3.)  A  living  way,  becaufe  he  lives  for  ever  to  be 
the  way.  Eternal  life  is  one  of  Chrifl:'s  names;  "  This 
is  the  true  God,  antl  eternal  life,"  i  John  v.  20.  "  He 
<ver  livetli  to  make  interceflion  for  us,"  Heb.,vii.  I5. 

(4.)  A  living  way,  becaufe  travellers  muft  live  upon 
this  way:  the  traveller  lives  as  foon  as  he  is  in  it,  and 
he  lives  as  long  as  he  is  in  it,  and  lie  lives  upon  it:  all 
his  fare  is  Chrill  himfelf ;  whofe  flefh  is  meat  indeed,  and 
whofe  blood  is  drink  indeed.  If  the  traveller  be  faint 
and  hungry,  he  hath  nothing  ado  but  to  fall  upon  Ghrift, 
by  faith,  and  live  upon  him ;  "  The  life  that  I  live,  is 
by  faith  on  the  Son  of  God."  Never  defire  better  en- 
tertainment for  a  child  of  God,  than  more  of  Chrift, 
more  of  "his  grace,  more  of  his  fulnefs,  more  of  his  Spirit, 
more  of  the  fap  and  virtue  of  a  crucified  Jefus. 

9.  The  ninth  property  is,  that  it  is  a  confecrated  way; 
Heb.  X.  19,20.  ^'  Having  therefore,  brethren,  boldnefsto 
enter  into  the  holieft  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  by  a  new  and 
living  way  which  he  hath  confecrated  for  us;"  that  is, 
dedicated  to  be  the  way.     Now,  Ghrift  is  confecrated, 

[i.]  By  the  Father,  to  be  the  way  in  which  we  are 
to  walk,  (i.)  He  is  confecrated  by  the  oath  of  God  ; 
'*  The  Lord  hath  fvvorn,  and  will  not  repent,  Thou  art 
a  Priett  for  ever,  after  the  order  of  Melchizedeck," 
Pfal.  ex.  4.  Heb.  vii.  28.  '*  For  the  law  maketh  men 
high  priefts  which  have  infirmity,  but  the  word  of  the 
oath  which  was  fince  the  law,  makettv  live  Son^  who  is 
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confecrated  for  evermore/'  By  the  oath  of  Jehovah 
he  is  appointed  to  be  the  only  way  to  bring  iinners  to 
glory.  (2.)  He  is  confecrated  by  the  preparing  him 
a  body;  Heb.  x.  5.  "  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou  wouldeil 
not,  but  a  body  haft  thou  prepared  me."  (3.)  By  the 
Father's  commiffion  and  charge  that  he  gave  him  about 
the  work  of  redemption,  to  futter  in  that  body  or  human 
nature  ;  "  This  commandment  have  1  received  of  my 
Father,"  John  x.  17.  (4.)  By  the  holy  anointing;  Pfal. 
xlv.  7.  "  Tl)ou  loveft  righteoufnefs,  and  hateft  wicked- 
nefs ;  therefore  God,  even  thy  Gcd,  hath  anointed  thee 
with  the  oil  of  gladnefs  above  thy  fellows."  (5.)  By  get- 
ting all  power  and  judgment  committed  to  hiili;  "  For,  as 
the  Father  raifethupthe  dead,  andquickeneth  them :  even 
fo  theSon  quickenethwhom  hewill,John  v.21,22.  Asthou 
haft  given  him  powerover  allflelh^that  he  fhould  give  eter- 
nal life  to  as  many  as  thou  haft  given  him,"  John  xvii.2. 

[2.]  Chrift  did  confecrate  himself  to  be  the  way  for 
Iinners  to  walk  in  to  heaven,  (i.)  By  willingly  comply. 
ing  with  the  Father's  will ;  Pfal.  xl.  8.  ''  I  delight  to  do 
thy  will,  O  my  God.''  A  great  part  of  his  confecration 
lay  in  his  compliance  with  the  divine  will;  By  the  vtbicb 
Kvill  we  are  fandlijied.  (2.)  He  confecrate  himfelf  by  his 
willing  death;  John  xvii.  19.  *'  For  their  fakes  I  faxi£tify 
myfelf,  that  they  alfo  may  be  fan£tified  thro'  the  truth.'* 
So  that  fanftifying  himfelf  is  juft  his  confecra  ting  himfelf; 
devoting  himfelf  to  be  a  facrifice  for  his  fheep.  We  could 
never  come  to*  that  fan£tification  by  gofpel-devotednefs  to 
God,  unlefs  Chrift  had  devoted  himfelf  to  death.  (3.)  He 
confecrate  himfelf,  by  dif^laying  his  authority  to  fave, 
and  declaring  his  ability.  For,  as  there  is  no  Saviour 
befide  him,  Hof.  xiii.  4.;  fo,  he  came  into  the  world  to 
fave  fmners,  i  Tim. i.  18. :  an\l,  ^'  He  Ihall  fave  his  people 
from  their  fins,"  Matth.  i.  21.  becaufe  he  is  able  to  fave 
to  theuttermoft,  Heb.  vii.  25.  (4.)  He  confecrate  him- 
felf by  the  exercife  of  his  office,  in  bringing  many  fons  to 
glory:  For  of  all  that  the  Father  gave  him,  he  loft 
none,  John  xvii.  12. — Thus  he  is  a  confecrated  way,  and 
as  fuch  we  are  to  walk  in  him.     And,  upon  the  whole, 

10.  The  tenth  property  is,  that  this^  way  we  are  to 
walk  in,  is  a  pleafant  way^  a  comfortable 'W^'^  \  ^\?Jq 
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Wifdom's  ways  are  pleafantnefs  ;  for  Wifdom  itfelf  is 
the  way.  What  more  pleafant  than  to  walk  in  him, 
who  is  light  itfelf,  pleafure  itfelf  ? 

Object.  But  believers  are  many  times  oppreffed  with 
fadnefs  and  heavinefs  of  fpirit,  tho'  they  be  in  this  way. 

Ans.  It  is  only  when  they  turn  afide  out  of  this  way, 
that  they  are  opprefled:  they  walk  not  in  Chrift  as  they 
ought,  who  rejoice  not  always  in  him ;  for,  it  is  tlie 
believer's  duty,  ftill  to  rejoice  in  Chrift  Jefus. 

Object,  But,  fhould  not  a  believer  mourn  for  fin  ? 
^  Ans.  Yea,  indeed ;  furely  they  ought :  but  true 
TriDurning,  gofpel-melting,  is  not  without  great  pleafure: 
there  is  more  pleafure  in  gofpel-mouming,  than  in  all 
th^  merriment  of  the  wicked.  There  is  much  fecret 
pleafure  in  aji  evangelically  melted  heart ;  for,  God 
deals  with  believers  as  he  defires  us  to  deal  with  our 
enemies  ;  Prov.  xxi.  22.  ''  If  thine  enemy  hunger,  give 
him  br^ad;  if  thirfty,  give  him  drink:  fo  fliall  you  heap 
coals  of  fire  on  his  head."  q.  d.  Kindnefs  is  the  beft  way 
itt  the  world  to  melt  the  moft  obdured  wretch :  thus  God 
deals  with  his  people  in  Chrift.  They  are,  by  nature, 
enejnies,  as  well  as  others  :  well,  he  gives  them  bread, 
#heh  they  are  hungry;  and  drink,  when  they  are  thirfty: 
and  thus  he  heaps  coals  of  fire  on  their  head  ;  /.  e.  he 
melts  them.  What  is  true  of  drunkards  and  gluttons, 
in  a  fihful  fenfe,  that  they  are  never  better  than  when 
they  are  in  a  wine-cellar,  and  at  a  b^inquet,  always 
tippling  and  drinking,  is  true  of  the  believer,  in  a  fpirit- 
ual  fenfe  :  for,  the  church  fpeaks  in  this  language ; 
He  brought  me  into  bis  bayiquetting-boufe :  [or,  as  it  may 
be  read,  his  cellar  of  wine;]]  Stay  me  m)itb  fiaggons^ 
comfort  me  witb  apples/  for  I  am  fick  oflovcySong  ii.4,5. 
O  the  foul  is  no  longer  fatisfied  than  it  is  with  Chrift! 
the  believer  is  never  better,  than  when  he  is  in  the  ban- 
quetting-houfe,  in  Chrift's  wine-cellar ;  and  he  cannot 
get  enough,  as  it  were,  of  this  fpicedwine;  Stay  me  with 
fiaggohs :  it  is  not  with  cups,  or  half  cups,  but  with 
-^^rhole  flaggons.  There  is  a  holy  kind  of  inebriating, 
whereby  Chrift  doth,  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe,  make  the  be- 
li^v^r,  that  keeps  him  company,  fpiritually  drunk  :  he 
overcdmes  them  with  his  wiiv^  •.  \t.  \^  U^M  to  be  drunk 
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in  this  fenfe  ;  yea,  it  is  commanded  that  we  take  our 
fill :  ''  Eat,  O  friends  ;  drink,  yea,  drink  abundantly, 
.O  beloved."  And  again,  *'  Be  not  drunk  with  .wine,' 
wherein  is  excefs,"  laith  the  apoftle  ;  *^  but  be  filled 
with  the  Spirit.''  Chrift  hath  rivers  of  pleafures,  ta 
fatisfy  his  people  with,  that  walk  in  him. 

Here  I  might  tell  you  of  fix  things,  that  contribute 
to  make  this  way  a  pleafant  way ;  namely,  that  they 
that  walk  in  Chrift,  they  have  in  this  way,  i.  A  pleafant 
guide.  2.  A  pleafant  guard.  3.  A  Pleafant  Ihade. 
4.  Pleafant  company.  5.  Pleafant  entertainment.— 
6.  Pleafant  reft  and  quiet  in  the  way.  This  way,  as 
it  is,  on  thefe  accounts,  pleafant  to  them;  fo  it  is  a  plea- 
fant way  to  God  :  this  way  pleafes  God  ;  for,  he  fays 
of  Chrift,  7>&//  is  my  belovedSon^in  whom  I  am  Kuell  pleafed. 
And  walking  therein,  is  what  pleafeth  God  alfo  ;  hence 
Enoch,  who  walked  with  God,  had  this  teftimony,  that 
he  pleafed  God.  Well  then,  this  way  is,  and  may  be 
pleafant  to  the  faints,  on  thefe  accounts  which  I  hav^ 
only  named. 

1.  A  pleafant  guide  they  have  that  walk  in  this  way; 
*'  This  God  is  pur  God  for  ever  and  ever ;  and  will  be 
our  guide  even  unto  death,"  Pfal.  xlviii.  14^  The  Spirit 
of  God  is  the  guide,  who  not  only  fets  them  into  the  way^ 
like  a  friend  that  leads  one  a  mile  out  of  town,  and  then 
leaves  him  to  go  alone,  no  ;  but  he  leads  them  into  all 
truth,  and  guides  by  his  counfel,  till  he  bring  them  to 
glory, faying,'^  I  will  never  leave  thee,  nor  forfake  thee.'* 

2.  A  pleafant  guard  they  have,  that  walk  in  this  way. 
They  have  a  guard  of  angels  to  fecure  them;  ''The  angel 
of  the  Lord  encampeth  round  about  them  that  fear  him: 
They  are  miniftring  fpirits,  fent  forth  to  minifter  to  the. 
heirs  of  falvation." — Yea,  they  have  a  guard  of  divine 
attributes  about  them  :  "  As  the  mountains  are  roun4 
about  Jerufalem,  fo  the  Lord  is  round  about  them  that 
fear  him,"  The  Lord  himfelf  holdeth  and  upholdeth  them 
with  the  right  hand  of  his  righteoufnefs.  -What  a  plea*, 
fant  walk  is  it  to  walk  in  Chrift's  hand,  and  to  be  coming 
up  from  the  wildernefs  leaning  on  the  Beloved ! 

3.  A  pleafant  Ihade  they  have  who  walk  in  this  wa^; 
for  it  is  a  Ihadow  way :   a  ftiadpvf  pV^c^  vu\w<:A.  ^^^'C^'w^ 


\^- 
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is  comfortable.  How  pleafant  and  comfortable  was 
Jonah's  gourd  ?  But  what  a  comfortable  Ihadow  hath 
the  believer  to  walk  in,  or  fit  under,  when  the  fcorching  , 
heat  of  God's  wrath  breaks  out  into  the  world!  **  A  man 
fliall  be  as  a  covert  from  the  tempeft,  and  as  the  fhadow 
of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land,"  Ifa.  xxxii.  2.  "  I  fat 
dov/n  under  his  ftiadow  with  great  delight,  and  his  fruit 
was  fweet  unto  my  tafte,"  Song  ii.  3. 

4.  Pleafant  company  they  have  who  walk  in  this  way; 
for  they  that  walk  in  Chrill,  they  walk  with  God  ;  and 
furely  that  is  the  beft  of  company.  It  is  encouraging  to 
a  poor  traveller,  that  hath  a  long  journey  to  go,  to  hear 
tell  of  good  company  to  go  with  him  to  his  journey's 
end:  here  is  the  choice  of  company;  ''  Neverthelefs  I  am 
continually  with  thee,''  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  23. — They  have  alfo 
all  the  faints  to  go.  along  with  them,  and  thefe  are  the 
excellent  ones  of  the  earth  ;  for  there  is  none  excellent 
without  grace,  be  they  never  fo  great :  let  them  be 
never  fo  great '  in  this  world,  we  muft  not  walk  with 
them,  when  they  ftray  from  the  word  of  God. 

5.  Pleafant  entertainment  alfo  they  have,  who  walk 
in  this  way,  and  the  beft  of  refrelhment  on  their  journey; 
they  are  fed  upon  the  green  paftures,  Pfal.  xxiii.  3. ; 
and  they  are  fed  with  the  fineft  of  the  wheat,  and  with 
honey  out  of  the  rock,  Pfal.lxxx.  16.  They  have  noble 
dilhes  to  feed  upon,  which  others  never  tafted  of :  and 
a  well-furnifhed  table  to  fit  down  at,  far  beyond  the  table 
of  the  ^reat  kings  and  monarchs  of  the  world. — ^There 
is  the  difti  of  divine  promifes,  that  is  fometimes  fet  before 
them :  "Man  feeds  not  by  bread  alone, but  by  every  word 
that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God."  How  fweet  a 
iJilhthis  is,thePfalmift  declares, when  he  fays,  Ho^  fweet 
are  thy  ^ords  to  my  mouth  I — There  is  the  difli  of  divine 
peace;  a  peace  that  pafTeth  all  und^rftanding;  the  peace 
of  God  quieting  the  mind  through  Chrift:  -^  Great  peace 
have  they  that  love  thy  law,  and  nothing  Ihall  offend  them." 
There  is  the  difti  of  divine  pardon;  "  I, even  I  am  he  that 
blotteth  out  thy  tranfgreflions,  for  mine  own  name's  fake, 
and  will  remember  thy  fu^s  no  more. — Son,  daughter,  be 
of  good  cheer,  thy  fins  are  forgiven  thee." — There  is  the 

diili  ofdivinc  raamfeftations,^*-.^'^^^.^* -^^'^"^'^^ 
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my  commandments,  and  keepeth  them, he  it  is  that  loveth 
.me;  and  he  that  loveth  me,  Ihall  be  loved  of 'my  Father; 
and  I  will  love  him,  and  manifeft  myfelf  unto  him.'' — 
There  is  the  dilh  of  divine  comforts;  ^'  In  the  multitude 
of  ray  thoughts  within  me,  thy  comforts  delight  my  foul." 
.  There  is  the  difli  of  a  good  confcience,  which  is  a  contin- 
ual feaft;  "  This  is  our  rejoicing,  the  teftimony  of  a  good 
confcience,  that  in  fmiplicity  and  godly  fmcerity,  not  with 
flefhly  v/ifdom,  but  by  the  grace  of  God,  we  have  had  our 
converfation  in  the  world.'*  They  that  walk  in  Cj]hrift, 
they  feed  upon  the  rarities  of  heaven;  he  makes  to  them 
a  feaft  of  fat  things,  and  of  wines  on  the  lees,  well  refined. 
They  have  the  white  ftone,  and  the  new  name,  that  no 
man  knoweth  but  he  that  receiveth  it.  The  delights  in 
Chrift  are  fuch  as  none  can  reach  unto,  .but  thofe  that 
receive  XHhrill,  and  walk  in  him :  therefore  Chrift  thanks 
the  Fairer,  faying,  Matth.  xi.  25.  "  I  thank  thee,  O  Fa- 
ther,Lord  of  heaven  andearth,becaufe  thou  haft  hid  thefe 
things  from  the  wife  and  prudent,  and  haft  revealed  tljem 
untobabes."  Hedoth  not  thank  him, that  he  hath  revealed 
them  to  the  mighty,  the  great,  and  wife,  in  the  world,  but 
to  the  babes.  A  babe  is  the  weakeft  of  all  forts  of  men; 
and  it  fays,  that  the  weakeft  of  .all  believers,  that  are  in 
Chrift,  the  feebleft  babe,  ftiall  partake  of  fuch  delicates 
in  Chrift,  as  all  the  world  fliall  never  be  able  to  dive 
into,  or  comprehend  :  and  Chrift  himfelf  takes  fuch  de- 
light to  entertain  them,  that  he  bleffes  his  Father  that 
he,  for  his  fake,  doth  fo  much  for  them,  over  and  above 
what  he  confers  upon  others. 

6.  Pleafant  reft  and  quiet  alfo  have  they,  who  walk 
in  this  way :  they  have  not  only  fuch  dainty  fare,  and 
delicious  entertainment  to  feed  upon,  but  they  have  ex-' 
cellent  chambers  and  ornamented  apartments  to  lodge 
in.  A  king,  and  prince,  that  wants  grace,  hath  not 
fuch  coftly  hung  rooms  to  quarter  in,  as  they  have;  nor 
fuch  well-furniflied  chambers:  "  The  King  hath  brought 
me  into  his  chambers ;  we  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in 
thee,"  Song  i.  4.  O  the  chambers  of  divine  prefence!  the 
fecret  of  God's  prefence,  is  agreeable  quarters  to  lodge 
in  !  and  Chrift's  warm  bofom,  is  a  fweet  bedtol\e.dsy«xsL 
in!   Our  ied is  green^  Song  i,  16.     G\ltv%.  ^TA.\>^^^'^^^'^' 
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have  but  one  bed  between  them  ;  and  he  covers  them 
with  his  garment,  which  is  fo  perfumed  that  it  finells 
of  alloes,  myrrh,  and  caffia,  out  of  the  ivory  palaces. 
And  here  they  are  fure  to  get  reft  in  their  quarters ; 
Pfal.  iv.  8.  "  I  will  both  lay  me  down  in  peace  and  fleep^ 
for  thou,  Lord,  only  makeft  me  to  dwell  in  fafety.'*  Nay, 
Ifa.  xxxii.  18.  ''  My  people  Ihall  dwell  in  a  peaceable 
habitation,  and  in  fure  dwellings,  and  in  quiet  refting- 
places."  Prov.  i.  33.  ''  Whofo  hearkeneth  to  me,  Ihali 
dwell  fafely,  and  Ihall  be  quiet  from  fear  of  evil.'*  And 
Song  i.  7.  ^VHe  maketh  his  flocks  to  reft  at  noon/'  Thus 
while  they  walk  in  the  good  old  way,  they  find  reft  to 
their  fouls,  Jer.  vi.  16.  He  warms  them  with  tlie  fire 
of  his  grace,  and  covers  them  with  the  rob  of  bis  righte- 
Gufnefs,  and  caufeth  them  to  reft:  he  makes  their  hearts 
to  burn  within  them,  and  giveth  his  beloved  fleep;  filling 
them  with  holy  fecurity  in  himfelf.  And,  O  what  more 
defirable  to  a  poor  weary  traveller,  than  to  be  brought  to 
an  excellent  inn  or  lodging;  than  befide  a  well  covered 
tabfe;  to  get  a  good  fire  to  fit  at,  and  a  good  bed  to  ly 
down  in  ! 

Now,  is  Chrlft  fuch  a  way  as  I  have  been  defcribing 
you  are  to-  walk  in,  and  particularly  a  living  way  ? 
Then,  O  what  a  fweet  life  is  the  believer's  life,  that  is 
a  walking  in  fuch  a  way  !  To  be  for  ever  with  Chrift, 
is  heaven  ;  our  way,  is  walking  in  him ;  our  heaven, 
is  walking  with  him  in  white.  Oh  !  what  a  fad  cafe 
are  they  in,  that  walk  in  the  way  of  death,  and  defpife 
this  way  of  life  !  And,  how  fad  and  difmal  is  it,  that 
men  love  death  rather  than  life  !  It  is  a  mercy  that  • 
few  people  do  prize,  that  they  have  finners  to  preach 
Chrift  to  them  :  if  we  had  not  experience  of  that  rebel- 
lion of  the  natural  heart,  in  ourfelves,  we  would  be 
mightily  impatient  in  dealing  with  ungodly  perfons. 
What  infatuates  men,  that^they  refufe  Chrift,  and  will 
not  walk  in  this  way,  but  in  the  way  of  deatli !  What 
madnefs  .poffefles  the  hearts  of  men,  that  they  will  rather 
go  to  hell  with  the  devil,  than  to  heaven  with  Chrift  ! 
Surely  they  deferve  hell  for  ever  that  make  fuch  an 
abominable  choice;  and  yet  every  natural  man  doth  fo, 
every  gr^celefs  man  does  fo% 
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And  ngvv,  what  do  ye  think  of  this  pleafant  way?  And 
how  fweetly  it  is  reprefented  to  us  in  the  word  of  God  ? 
What  have  you  to  fay  againft  this  way,  and  the  walking 
In  it?  Is  the  way  of  fm  and  the  way  of  fclf-righteoufnefs, 
the  vyay  of  death,  comparable  to  this  way  ?  Are  your 
old  finful  courfes  better  than  this  way?  If  you  imagine 
fo,  your  own  heart,  your,  own-  tongues  will  fall  upon 
you,  and  condemn  you  at  the  great  day.  Is  this  the  , 
bed  way?  O  then,  why  will  you  not  take  it  ?  And 
have  you  taken  it,  believer,  why  then  will  you  not  walk 

in  it? May  the  Lord  himfelf  commend  his  Chrifl:  to 

you,  that  you  may  receive  him,  and  walk  in  him  ;  and 
commend  his  way  to  you,  that  you  may  walk  in  it,  till 
you  come  to  glory  at  the  end  of  it. 


-     SERMON      XLVI. 

CoLos.  ii.  6. 
As  ye  have  recehedCbrift  Jefus  tbeLord^fo  naalkye  in  him^ 

[The  Thirteenth  Scrmoji  on  this  text.] 

THERE  is  a  twofold  garment  wherewith  Chrift 
\  adorns  his  people,  j.  The  garment  of  imputed 
righteoufnefs,  for  their  juftification.  2.  The  garment 
of  imparted  holinefs,  for  their  fan<Stification.  Without 
the  former,  we  can  have  no  title  to  heaven  ;  without 
the  latter,  we  can  have  no  meetnefs  for  heaven.  Both 
thele  garments  they  alone  are  clothed  with,  and  poffeffed 
of,  who,  having  received  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord,  do  walk 
in  him. — The  work  of  fandtification  and  holinefs  is  the 
work  of  Go.d  ;  /  am  the  Lord  that  fanSiijiftb  you^  Lev. 
xxi.  8.  Grace  is  bis  own  creature  ;  man's  will  contri- 
butes nothing  to  tb/e  worjc,  buX  by  refiftance  and  rebel- 
lion againft  it :  therefore,  God  makes  the  foul .  willing 
in  the  day  of  *  his  power.  Outward  means  viork  t^<5JC» 
nnhk  the  mighty  powor  oi  the  Spvtii  n^^qsWvOsv^^^'^^^% 
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ctherwife,  why  Ciould  the  fame  word,  preached  by  the 
fame  mlnifter,  muUify  fome,  and  harden  others  ?  No- 
thing but  the  blood  of  Chrift  can  purge  the  confcience 
from  dead  works.  Chriil  muft  come  from  heaven  and 
open  a  fountain,  in  his  own  fide,  for  our  purification 
and  cleanfmg.  Sandlifi cation  is  not  only  expreffed  by  a 
creation,  Eph.ii.  10.  ''  We  are  his  workmanfhip,  created 
in  Chriil  Jefus  unto  good  works;"  but  by  a  vitlory,  a 
powerful  overcoming  of  oppofition,  Luke  xi.  21,  22. 
I  John  iv.  4.  In  creation,  as  there  was  nothing  to  hfelp, 
fo  there  was  nothing  to  hinder  :  but  when  God  comes 
to  convert  a  foul,  and  make  him  holy,  and  bring  him 
to  a  Ghriftian  walk,  befid-js  a  death  in  fin,  there  is  a 
refinance  againft  grace  ;  and  thereforc,  the  grace  that 
is  in  Chriil  conquers  the  foul,  enabling  it  to  receive 
him:  and  the  fame  grace  llrengtliens  to  a  fuitable  walk 
in  him ;  out  of  him  it  cannot  be :  for.  Without  bim^  and 
out  of  him,  Hxie  can  do  nothUvg,  And  iience  we  are  cal- 
led to  be  ftrong  in  him  ;  and  fo  here^  to  walk. in  him: 
lis  ye  have  received  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord^  fo  V3clk  ye  in 
him.     I  now  proceed^ 

3^/j,  To  lay  down  fome  motives  and  perfuafives  ta 
engage  to  this  walk  in  Chriil.  Now,  the  fcriptural  mo- 
tives, to  engage  us  to  this  Chrillian  walk,  are  innumer- 
able :  I  reduce  them  to  thefe  two  heads,  i-  The  con- 
fideration  of  the  concomitants  ^  of  this  walk  in  Chrift, 
v/herein  we  may  fee  the  excellency  of  it.  2.  The  ccnfi- 
deration  of  the  effefts  of  this  walk,  wherein  we  may  fee 
the  neceflity  of  it. 

[i.]  The  confideration  of  the  concomitants  of  this 
v/alk  in  Chrift,  and  fo  therein  view  the  excellency  of  it. 
There  are  fome  excellent  concomitants  and  attendants 
of  this  walk  in  Chrift  ;  efpecially,  what  comprehends 
manifold  bleffed  attendants,  the  Spirit  of  Chritt ;  for 
there  is  no  walking  in  Chriil,  but  by  walking  in  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift,  and  fo  it  is  called,  Gat.  v.  16,  Walk  in 
the  Spirit^  and  ye  Jl:>all  not  fulfil  the  lufts  of  the  flefb.  And 
ver.  25.  If  ^}3e  live  in  the  Spirit^  let  us  alfo  walk  in  the 
Spirit.  And  Rom.  viii.  9.  If  any  man  have  not  tie  Spirit 
of  Chrifty  le  is  none  of  his.  This  vralk  \n  Chrift  tlien,  is 
attended  with  tlie  Spirit^  VtvVu  n^xvom^  ^^v:.^^  ^\A<3^- 
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rations  ;   and  this  Ihould  recommend  this  walk  to  us^ 
More  particularly, 

1.  This  holy  walk  in  Clirift  is  attended  with  the  Spi- 
rit of  humiliation,  Eph.  i.  17.  If  the  Spirit  of  fan£tifi- 
cation  and  holinefs  dwelleth  in  us  ;  the  fame  Spirit,  as 
a  Spirit  of  humiliation  dwelleth  in  us.  They  that  walk  in 
Chrift,  they  receive  the  undlion  from  the  hoiy  One,  to 
know  all  thinpjs,  i  Johnii.  20.  Every  man  is  brutilh  in 
his  knowledcce  before  converfion  ;  the  god  of  this  world  • 
hath  blinded  him  :  but  when  he  is  brought  to  Chrift,  to 
believe  in  him,  and  walk  in  him,  then  he  is  made  light 

■  in  him,  light  in  the  Lord,  Eph.  v.  8.;  being  turned  from 
darknef^to  light..  Sanftiiicatlon  and  illumination  areas 
infeparable,  as  light  and  heat  in  the  fun-beaiiis* 

2.  This  holy  walk  in  Chrift  is  attended  with  the  Spi- 
rit of  fupplication ;  for  when  he  is  the  Spirit  of  grace,  he 
will  be  the  Spirit  of  fupplication,  Zech.  xii.  10.  AVhere 
he  is  the  Spirit  of  holinefs,  he  will  be  the  Spirit  of 
prayer.  Every  new-born  babe  comes,  for  the  moft  part, 
into  the  world  crying ;  furely  every  fpiritual  neW-bora 
babe  cries,  Abba,  Father^  Gal.  iv.  6.  The  word  Abba^ 
fignifies  Father,  in  the  Syriac  tongue,  which  the  apof- 

.  tie  here  retains  ;  and  which  alfo  young  children  retain, 
almoft  in  all  languages  and  countries:  If  you  never  find 
the  melting,  moving,  quickening,  warming  breathings 
of  the  Spirit,  you  do  not  look  like  one  that  walks  in 
Chrift  :  but  to  pray  in  the  Spirit,  is  a  fign  of  tranflation 
from  death  to  life  ;  from  nature  to  grace.  And  herein 
alfo  appeareth  the  excellency  of  this  wtlk,  it  is  atteiided 
with  the  Spirit  of  fupplicatipn. 

3.  This  holy  walk  in  Chrift  is  attended  with  the  Spi-.  v^- 
rit  of  faith;  2  Cor.  iv.  13.  We  having  the  fame  Spirit  nf 
faith ;  by  which  the  man  doth  more  and  more  belieVe 
that  Jefus  is  the  Chrift,  and  believe  on  this  Jefus*  By 
which,  on  the  one  hand,  lie  believeth  that  Jefus  is  the 
Chrift :  this  was  the  grand  teft  of  a  believer  in  the  pri- 
mitive times ;  becaufe  then  it  was  little  lefs  than  death, 
among   the  Jews,    thus  to    own   and    confefs   Chrift : 

*  Shut  your  eyes  and  your  ears,  (fays  Luther  on  Pfalm 

*  cxxx.)  and  fay,  You  know  no  God^  oxiXoi  ^3^x>S!l\ 

*  nom  but  he  that  was  in  the  lap  oS  '"NVwy^  ^\A^\xO«J5^ 
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*  her  breads.' — By  this  faith,  on  the  other  h^nd  alfo,  we 
believe  on  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  rely  upon 
him  for  wifdoni,  righteoufnefs,fan£tification,  and  redemp- 
tion; cleaving  to  him,  drawing  daily  virtue  from  him, 
and  laying  all  our  wants  and  burdens  upon  him. 

4.  This  holy  walk  is  attended  with  the  Spirit  of  re- 
pentance and  humiliation:  this  follows  the  look  of  faith; 
*•'-  They  fhall  look  upon  him  whom  they  have  pierced,  and 
mourn,"  Zech.  xii.  10.  The  man  that  is  walking  in  this 
way,  and  under  the  conduit  of  the  Spirit,  he  is  always 
weeping,  as  he  is  walking;  '^  Going  and  weeping,  they 
Ihall  alk  the  way  to  Zion,  with  their  faces  thitherward," 
Jer.  1.  45.  The  man  goes  forth  weeping,  bearing  pre- 
cious feed,  Pfal.  cxxvi.  6.  Being  humbled  to  the  duft, 
before  God,  for  his  fm  and  iniquity,  he  loaths  himfelf, 
and  repents  in  dull  and  afhes. 

5.  This  holy  walk  in  Chrift  is  attended  with  the  Spi- 
rit of  joy  and  confolation.  As  Chrift  is  anointed  with  the 
oil  of  gladnefs  above  his  fellows;  fo  his  children  have  fel- 
lowlhip  with  him,  in  this  oil  of  joy.  The  godly  forrow 
and  weeping,  mentioned  juft  now,  is  not  inconfiftent 
with  this  joy  and  gladnefs  :  the  Spirit  of  humiliation  is 
not  inconfiftent  with  the  Spirit  of  confolation ;  for, 
while  he  mourns  before  the  Lord,  he  melts  ;  and  there 
is  more  joy  in  the  believer's  melting  before  the  Sun  of 
nghteoufiiefs,  than  in  all  the  mirth  of  the  wicked.  We 
may  appeal  to  all  believers,  who  have  had  their  hearts 
melted  before  the  fire  of  divine  love,  whether  they  have 
not  found  a  fecret  contentment  and  fatisfaflion,  fuch  as 
hath  made  them  rather  fear  the  change  of  that  mourn- 
ing, than  to  be  troubled  at  it:  yea,  the  man  many  times 
weeps  for  joy,  while  he  fees  the  fulnefs  and  freenefs  of 
the  grace  of  God  tov/ard  the  like  of  him. 

6.  This  holy  walk  in  Chrift  is  attended  with  the  Spi- 
rit of  power;  2  Tim.  i.  7.  For  God  bath  not  given  tis  the 
Spirit  of  fear  ^  but  of  poHjier.  There  is  the  Spirit  of  power 

.  and  viftory  that  attends  it:  i  John  v.  4.  He  that  is  born 
of  God  overcome th  the  ^orld ;  namely,  the  wicked  of  the 
world,  the  lufts  of  this  world,  the  god  of  this  world, 
the  devil :   the  faints  have  a  war  Vs'ith  thefe  enemies ; 

hut  are  enabled  and  pvei^av^d  ^cwt^m'j.x.o'Ocw^vt  t3x^»^^ 
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to  fubdue  their  corruptions  within,  and  vanquifli  temp- 
tations without.  The  be,liever  gets,  in  fome  mealure, 
above  the  fears,  and  frowns,  and  flatteries  of  the  world  ; 
fo  as  he  cannot  be  turned  from  the  faith  of  Chrill  there- 
by. When  fome  perfuaded  Erafmusto  write  to  Luther, 
or  againft  him,  at  the  Reformation,  to  bring  him  back 
to  Popery :  Erafmus  anfwered,  *  That  Luther  was  too 
'  great  for  him  to  write  to,  or  agaiolt.'  So  a  man 
that  walks  in  Chrift,  is  too  gi'eat  a  fpirit  to  be  turned 
by  the  powers  of  the  world ;  when  he  is  himfelf,  he 
cannot  be  drawn  by  force  or  fraud,  into  a  bafe  compli- 
ance with  them  againft  the  honour  of  his  God,  and  the 
confcience  of  his  duty. 

7.  This  holy  Chriftian  walk  is  attended  with  the  Spi- 
rit of  love;  2  Tim.  i.  7.  God  bath  not  given  us  the  Spirit 
of  feary  but  of  love  '  love  to  God  and  to  the  brethren. 
This  love  is  made  a  fpecial  effedt  and  evidence  of  fpiritual 
circuracifion,  or  fanftification,  Deut.  xxx.  6.  there  the 
Lord  promifes  to  circuracife  the  heart  to  love  him.  The 
man  Iov6s  himfelf,  and  his  relations,  and  outward  en- 
joyments, with  a  common  love  ;  but  he  loves  God  and 
Chrift,  with  a  fpecial  love.  He  loves  God  with  a  love 
of  defire  ;  panting 'after  God  with  a  love  of  union ';  with 
purpofe  of  heart,  cleaving  to  the  Lord:  with  a  love  of  be- 
nevolence, defiring  all  praife  and  glory  to  be  afcribed 
to  him :  and  with  a  love  of  delight  and  complacency, 
refting  in  the  Lord  as  his  6nly  God  and  portion. — This 
Spirit  works  by  love  to  the  brethren  alfo  :  there  are 
brethren  by  name,  by  nation,  by  office;  but  efpeciallyby 
grace,  that  the  man  loves;  He  tbat  lovetb  Jbim  that  be  gat  ^ 
lovetb  blm  alfo  tbat  is  begotten.  A  fpirit  of  hatred  and  en- 
mity  between  man,  and  man,  is  inconfiftent  with  this 
-walk  ;  and  efpecially  where  there  is  no  love  to  the  ex- 
cellent ones  of  the  earth.  It  is  true,  a  child  of  God  may 
love  fome  of  the  children  of  God  irregularly,  when  it 
is  not  merely  becaufe  they  have  mor6  of  the  image  of 
God,  than  others  ;  but  becaufe  thejr  are  more  their  fa- 
vourites, followers,  and  admirers  :  if  they  be  not  fuch, 
then  they  will,  perhaps,  give  them  little  of  their  com- 
pany; but,  fays  Da-^id,  /^/w  a  cofupanion  to  all  tbem  tbat 
fear  tbee.     The  apoftle  gives  us  a  left  oi  \.x\\^  Von  ^  v^  *<^^ 
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brethren,  i  John  iii.  ic.  *'  Chrift  laid  down  his  life  for 
ti3,  and  we  ought  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  the  brethren." 
A  true  believer  is  not  only  to  lay  down  his  life  for  Chrift, 
and  for  his  caufe  and  the  gofpel,  when  called  thereto  j 
but,  infome  refpecl,  for  the  bn.therhocd  :  and  though 
ihis  feems  to  be  an  high  pitch,  yet,  I  think,  there  is 
fomethiiig  of  it  in  every  true  lover  of  Chrill:  they  fo  love 
the  brotherhood  as  with  John,  they  defire  to  decreafe,  if 
fo  be  that  Chrift-rayftical  may  increafe  ;  that  the  king- 
dom of  Chrift  be  enlarged,  and  the  generation  of  the 
righteous  multiplied,  amplified,  and  preferved ;  though 
he  himfclf,  his  name,  liis  honour,  his  life,  Ihould  ly  in 
the  duft. 

8.  This  holy  Chriftian  vralk,  or  walk  in  Chrift,  is 
attended  with  the  Spirit  of  a  found  mind ;  2  Tim.  i.  7. 
*^  God  hath  not  given  us  the  Spirit  of  fear,  but  of  a  found 
mind."  Sanflification  is  a  foul-reftoration;  He  reftoretb 
wy  foul^  Pfal.  xxiii.  3.  not  only  to  joy  and  comfort,  but 
to  finging,  health,  and  vigour.  What  ficknefs  is  to  the 
bqdy,  fm  is  to  the  foul :  a  fick  man  cannot  walk,  nor 
work ;  fo  here,  an  ungodly  perfon  cannot  walk  in  Chrift, 
run  the  way  of  his  commandments,  nor  work  out  his 
falvation  with  fear  and  trembling.  A  fick  man  cannot 
talce  delight  in  racat  and  drink,  or  the  enjoyments  cf 
life;  fo,  the  unholy  man  cannot  take  pleafure  in  fpiritual 
things  :  but  when  a  man  is  fanftified  in  Chrift,  then  he 
experiences  unfpeakable  fatisfaftion  in  fpiritual  exer- 
cifes ;  he  is  found  in  the  faith,  and  his  heart  right  with 
God.  It  is  true,  as  a  man  that  is  healthy  may  catch 
cold,  and  labour  under  fome  infirmity  ;  fo,  a  holy,  fpiri- 
tually  healthy  perfon  may,  through  human  frailty,  and 
llrong  temptation,  decay  in  grace  for  a  time;  he  may 
get  cold,  his  love  and  zeal  may  grow  cold,  his  faith 
weaken  ;  he  may  have  an  inordinate  affeftion  to  the 
creature,  and  immoderate  caress  fall  into  fin,  great  fin  : 
yet  the  immortal  feed  of  God  in  him  will,  by  the  fujv 
plies  of  the  Spirit  of  life,  revive  and  corroborate  the  man 
again.  Grace,  like  leaven,  will  ferment  tlie  whole  lump, 
and  work  out  the  difeafe  of  fin  :  the  withered  principle 
of  grace  within,  like  a  tree  planted  by  the  river  of  life, 
jffiJJ  fprhig,  flourilh,  and  bud  a^aui% 
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9.  This  holy  walk  in  Chrifl:  is  attended  with  the  Spi- 
rit of  adoption  and  liberty,  which  are  put  together,  Rom. 
viii.  15.  21.  When  a  faint  becomes  a  faint,  that  very 
moment  a  child  of  wrath  becomes  a  child  of  God.  They 
that  are  the  children  of  God  by  regeneration,  are  the 
children  of  God  by  adoption ;  .and  they  that  are  born  of 
God,  are  free-born,  they  are  born  to  a  glorious  liberty; 
'^  If  the  Son  make  you  free,  you  are  free  indeed-"  1'he 
Spirit  of  adoption  is  a  free  Spirit;  and  where  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  is,  there  is  liberty:   the  man  walks  at  liberty, 

•  and  is  at  freedom  ft.r  prayer  and  fervice ;  "  Truly  1  am 
thy  fervant,  thou  haft  locfed  my  bonds  :"  here  is  the 
honour  of  all  the  faints.  According  to  the  mcafure  of 
fanftity  that  is  conferred  on  them,  fuch  is  the  meafure  of 
liberty  and  freedoiji  they  have  in  the  performance  of  re- 
ligious  duties. 

10.  This  holy  walk  in  Chrift  is  attended  with  the  Spi- 
rit  of  perfevcrance  ;  for  the  Spirit  of  God  refts  on  them, 
and  never  altogether  leaves  nor  forfakes  them.     True 

•holinefs  is  an  abiding  principle;  for.  The  foundatiGu  of 
God  ftandetb  fure  J  and,  Tbe  gifts  and  calling  of  God  are 
f^itbout  repentance*  He  that  is  the  author,  will  be  the 
finiiher  of  faith;  he  that  hath  begun  tlie  good  work,  will 
perfect  it.  See  Jer.  xxxii.  40.  Here  God  both  under- 
takes for  himfelf,  that  he  will  not  turn  away  from  them 
to  do  them  good ;  and  then  for  his  people,  that  he  will 
put  his  fear  in  their  hearts,  that  they  Ihall  not  depart 
from  him.  Hence,  tho'  they  fall,  they  Ihall  rife;  tho' 
they  ftep  afide  into  the  ways  of  death,  God  will  bring 
them  back,  and  give  them  repentance  unto  life.  "Where- 
ever  the  image  of  God  is,  it  is  progreffive:  the  pifture 
of  a  man  in  a  frame  doth  not  grow,  it  is  always  at  a  ilaiid; 
but  the  pifture,  or  image,  of  a  man  in  his  child,  is  far 
different ;  it  is  lively,  vigorous,  and  progreffive  :  fo  the 
paifited  holinefs  of  hypocrites  is  vaftly  different  from  the 
image  of  God  in  a  faint;  "  The  path  of  the  juft  is  as 
the  fliining  light,  that  Ihineth  more  and  more  unto  the 
perfect  day.  I  give  to  them  eternal  life,  faith  Chrift, 
and  they  fliall  never  perilh."  See  Song  iv.  16,  "  A- 
wake,0  north-wind,  and  come  thou  fouth:  blov/  upon  my 
garden,  that  the  fpices  thereof  may  flow  out,"     Nv^^OiYw- 

R4  ^^ 
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ly  the  wind  of  influences  ;  the  north-wind  of  nipping 
and  convincing  influences  of  the  Spirit ;"  and  the  fouth- 
wind  of  warming  arid  comforting  influences  of  the  Spi- 
rit :  but  all  the  winds  of  providence  ;  the  north- wind 
of  adverfity,  the  fuuth-wind  of  profperity ;  the  nonh- 
v/ind  of  frowning  providence,  the  fouth-wind  of  fmiling 
providence  ;  the  warm  funimer  of  joy,  or  the  cold  win- 
ter of  forrow ;  all  the  gales  and  Walls  of  divine  provi- 
dence, fliall  fweetly  conipire  to  open  the  fpices  of  God's 
garden,  to  ripen  and  diftufe  the  favour  of  the  graces  of 

the  Spirit,- in  the  hearts  of  his  people. ^Thus  yX)\x  fee 

feme  of  the  concomitants  of  this  walk;  it  is  attended  with 
the  Spirit  of  illumination,  fupplicatiori,  faith,  humilia- 
tion, confolaticn,  power,  love,  a  found  mind,  adoption^ 
perfeverance,  ^c. 

[2.]  We  new  come  to  the  confideration  of  the  effefts 
of  this  walk,  wherein  we  may  fee  the  neceffity  of  it. 
When  I  fpoke  to  this  part  preceding,  I  brought  in  what 
is  above  as  another  property  of  the  way,  namely,  that 
it  is  a  fpiritual  vray ;  becaufe  therein  we  find  the  Spirit 
in  all  thefe  refpefts,  as  above  :  and  fo  what  now  follows 
may  be  brought  in,  as  the  perfuafive  part  of  this  ex- 
hortation ;  the  two  former  parts  being  inflruftive,  and 
the  lait  being  directive.  What  doth  immediately  follow 
then,  is  the  perfuafives  and  arguments,  for  further  en- 
gaging us  to  walk  in  this  way.  There  are  thefe  three 
motives  and  perfuafives  to  a  Chrillian  walk,  which  com- 
prehend multitudes  of  other  arguments,  namely,  i.  The 
glory  of  God.  2.  The  advantage  of  man.  •  3.  The 
credit  of  the  gofpel. 

I  ft.  The  glory  of  God  is  the  grand  motive  that  fliould 
perfuade  us  to  this  Chriftian  walk  :  though  a  Chriftian 
walk  cannot  juftify  us  before  God,  that  was  never  ap- 
pointed as  the  defign  of  it;  for  our  juftification  is  found- 
ed only  upon  the  perfeft  righteoufnefs  of  God's  beloved 
Son  ;  and  to  put  our  imperfeft  holincfs,  wrought  in  us 
or  by  us,  in  the  room  thereof,  is  to  rob  Chrift  of  his 
title,  as  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs  :  but  though,  I  fay, 
a  Chrillian  walk  cannot  juftify  us  before  God,  yet  it 
glorifies  God  before  the  world.  And  here  is  the  glory 
of  all  the  three  perfons  oi  l\\e  ^\oivo\\.^Txm\\jj.\  tlve  ^lory 
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of  the   Father,   Son,   and   Holy   Ghoft,    require   this 
Chrillian  walk, 

(i.)  The  glory  of  God  the  Father  calls  for  it,  parti- 
cularly from  the  hand  of  believers.  Why  ?  becaufe 
they  are  chofen  for  this  purpofe;  '*  He  chooled  you  {hat 
you  fhould  be  holy,"  Eph.  i.  4.;  and,  "  He  choofed  you 
to  falvation,  through  fanftification  of  the  Spirit,"  2  Thef. 
ii.  13.  Believers  are  ordained  for  this  end ;  '**  We  are 
Iiis  Workmanihip,  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good 
works,"  Eph.  ii.  10. — They  are  called  for  this  end  by 
the  Father;  1  Pet.  i.  15.  "As  he  that  hath  called  you 
is  holy,  fo  be  ye  holy  in  all  manner  of  converfation." 
They  ate  corrected  by  him  for  this  end,  that  they  may 
be  brought  to  a  Chrillian  walk,  a  holy  walk; .  *'  This  is 
all  the  fruit  to  take  away  their  fm,  afid  to  make  them 
partakefs  of  his  holinefs,"  Ifa.  xxvii.  9.  Heb.  xii.  10. 
This  is  fweet  fruit,  that  grows  upon  the  four  tree  of  afflic- 
tion: we  are  threlhed,  that  our  huflcs  may  fly  off;  tried  in 
the  furnace,  that  the  drofs  of  our  lulls  may  be  confumed. 
Many  times  the  faints  get  fuch  deep  fpots  in  their  confci- 
etices,  and  ftains  in  their  garmetits,  that  fo  nothing  but 
the  watetof  the  blood  ofChrifl will  wafli away;  as  nothing 
but  the  fait  and  vinegar  of  afflidtion  will  tub  out.  God 
v/ould  ratljer  fee  his  people  in  ^a  fufferitig  ftate,  thart  in 
a  fmful  ftate :  he  had  rather  hear  theili  cry,  than  fee  them 
filthy ;  and  better,  a  thoufatid  times  better  to  be  pf6fefved 
in  brine,  than  to  rot  in  honey. — Thus  I  fay,  God  choofed 
them,  calls  them,  corrects  them  for  this  elid,  thatt  he  may 
fandlify  them,  aftd  bring  them  to  thisChriftian  walk,  that 
by  it,  they  may  glorify  their  Father  that  is  in  heaven  : 
Herein  is  my  Father  glorijied^  fays  Chrift,  tbi:t  ye  bettt 
much  fruit. — We  glorify  his  holinefs^  wheti  ive  are  holy 
as  he  is  holy. — We  glorify  his  mefcy,  when  w*e  are 
merciful  asour  heavenly  Father  is  merciful. — We  glorify 
his  righteoufnefs,  when  we  are  righteous  as  hd  is  righte-  . 
ous. — We  glorify  his  perfe£lion,by  fttidyiilg  to  be  pi^rfcdt, 
as  our  heavenly  Father  is  perfeft,  Matth.  v.  48. -^By  this 
walk  we  glofity  his  foVereign  will  ^fld  authority  t  for, 
*^  This  i^  the  will  pf  God,  even  our  fanftificatibti,"  i  Thef. 
iv.  3.  and  put  honour  upon  hi§  law,  by  yielding  obedi- 
ence to^  afld  ivalking  in  his  cotamatvdm^tvxs^.-^^  '^v^ 
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walk  we  glorify  Lis  love  and  good-will  to  us  in  Chrift, 
while  we  walk  in  love  ;  and  are  followers  of  God,  as 
dear  children,  Eph.  v.  12.  and  fcrve  him  from  a  fenfe 
of  his  love. — By  this  walk  we  glorify  his  faithfiilnefs 
and  power  ;  in  that  this  walking  in  Chrift  imports,  as 
a  fpecial  ingredient  of  it,  the  faith  of  his  promife,  and 
dependence  on  liim  for  all  neceffary  fupplies  of  grace ; 
and  hence  this  walk  is  called  a  living  by  faith,  Rom. 
i.  17.  By  faith,  believing  that  God  is  faithful,  and  will 
accomplilh ;  p)werful,  and  can  accomplilh  all  his  pro- 
mifes  :  "  Faithful  is  he  that  hath  promifed,  who  alfo  will 
do  it." 

Now,  an  unchriftian  walk  difhonours  God  in  all  thefe 
refpefts  :  and  ftiall  not  the  people  of  God  have  a  regard 
to  the  glory  of  God  ?  Should  not  all  the  children  of  God 
particularly  have  a  regard  to  their  Father's  honour  I 
All  grace  begins  with  God  the  Father ;  he  is  the  firft, 
in  order  of  being  ;  and  the  firft,  in  order  of  working : 
and  it  is  the  Father  that  flows  out  to  U3,  in  Chrift,  by 
tlae  Spirit.  Whatfoever  good  Chrift  hath  done  for  us, 
or  in  us,  it  is  done  with  refpefil  to  the  Father's  love  and 
grant;  and  Chrift,  as  Mediator,  is  the  Father's  fervant, 
his  eledl,  and  chofen,  Ifa.  xlii.  2.  And  it  is  the  Father 
that  hath  given  him  power  over  all  flefti,  that  he  might 
give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as  the  Father  hath  given 
him,  John  xvii.  2.  In  the  Father's  a6ts  of  kindnefs, 
we  have  the  freeft  and  pureft  apprehenfions  of  love : 
it  was  the  Father  that  began  the  bufinefs,  and  fent  his 
Son  into  the  world,  to  accoraplifla  the  work  of  redemp- 
tion :  the  Son,  as  Mediator,  can  have  an  higher  motive 
than  his  own  love,  to  wit,  his  Father's  will ;  but  the 
•Father  can  have  no  higher  motive  than  his  own  love. 
The  love  of  the  Father  is  antecedent  to  the  merit  of 
Chrift,  and  to  the  operation  of  the  Spirit.  O  then,  what 
ground  to  glorify  the  Father  as  the  original  autlior  of  all 
holinefs  and  happinefs,  and  that  by  our  walking  in 
Chrift!  Again, 

(2.)  The  glory  of  God  the  Son,  calls  for  this  Chriftian 
walk :  as  thereby  we  are  to  honour  the  Father,  that  his 
chofen  be  not  difparaged ;  fo  to  honour  the  Son,  that 
his  members   be   not  deformed;    head   and  members 
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fiiould  be  proportionate  to  one-another.  It  were  mon- 
llrous  that  Chrift  Ihould  have  fuch  a  ftrange  body,  as 
Nebuchadnezzar's  image,  which  he  faw  in  his  dream ; 
the  head  of  gold,  the  bVeaft  and  arms  of  filver,  the  thighs 
of  brafs,  and  the  feet  of  iron  and  clay,  Dan.  ii.  32. ; 
even  fo,  it  is  not  for  Chrift's  honour,  to  be  head  of  a 
monftrous  body.  So  much  a$  we  retain  of  fin,  fo  much 
do  we  diflionour  Chrill.  Chrift  came  for  this  very  end, 
to  make  his  people  holy.  He  came  to  repair  the  ruins 
of  the  fall :  now,  by  the  fall,  we  loft  not  only  God's 
favour,  but  God's  image  alfo:  therefore,  tliat  the  plaifter 
might  be  as  broad  as  the  fore ;  he  died,  not  only  to  re- 
concile us,  but  to  fanttify  us;  "  That  he  might  fanftify 
us  by  his  own  blood,  he  fufFered  witliout  the  gate," 
Heb.  xiii.  12.  His  blood  is  not  only  a  price  to  redeem 
us,  but  a  laver  to  clcanfe  us.  Now,  by  this  Chriftian 
walk,  Chrift  gets  the  glory  of  his  mediatorial  offices. — 
We  glorify  his  prophetical  office,  by  hearing  his  voice, 
receiving  his  inilruftion,  and  learning  the  law  from  his 
mouth. — We  glorify  his  prieftly  office,  by  coming  to 
God  through  him,  feeking  acceptance  only  in  him. — 
We  glorify  his  kingly  office,  by  giving  up  our  lufts  into 
his  hand,  to  be  flain  by  him ;  and  by  an  intire  and  vo- 
luntary fubjeftion  of  our  fouh  to  his  government;  fo  as 
not  to  jje  witliout  law  to  God,  but  under  the  law  to  Chrift. 
By  this  Chriftian  walk  he  gets  the  glory  of  his  death  and 
paffive  obedience ;  while  we  live  to  him  that  died  for  us: 
the  glory  of  his  doing,  or  aftive  obedience ;  •  while  we 
make  honourable  mention  thereof,  in  all  our  courfe  of 
holinefs,  faying,  "  I  will  go  in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord, 
making  mention  of  his  righteoufnefs,  even  of  his  only," 
Pfal.  Ixxi.  1 6. — ^By  this  he  gets  the  glory  of  his  work  in 
us,  as  well  as  for  us ;  while  we  work  out  our  falvation, 
in  tlie  faith  of  his  working  in  us,  botli  to  will  and  to  do, 
of  his  good  pleafure. — By  this  walk  Chrift  gets  the  glory 
of  his  purchafe ;  having  purchafed  a  peculiar  people, 
zealous  of  good  works  :  and  having  purchafed  grace  a^nd 
glory  to  that  people,  furely  he  is  glorified  then,  when  thefe 
graces  fliine  in  the  praftice  of  holinefs. — By  this  walk  he 
gets  the  glory  of  hiscovenant  and  example;  feeing  it  is  by 
the  grace  treafured  up  in  thefe  promifes,t\\altKv^N?'2y&w 
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is  begun,  carried  on,  andperfefted:  therefore,  "  Having 
theie  promifes,  dearly  beloved,  let  Us  cleanfe  ourfelves 
frora  all  filthinefs  of  the  flefli  and  fpirit,  perfefling  hoU- 
nefs  in  the  fear  of  God,"  2,  Cor.  vii.  i.;  and  feeing  from 
thefe  promifes  believers  bring  all  their  comfort  under  dif- 
ficulties;  *'  Though  my  lioufe  be  not  fo  with  God,  yet  he 
hath  made  with  me  an  everlafting  covenant,  ordered  in  all 
things  and  fure :  for  this  is  all  my  falvation,  and  all  my 
defire,  although  he  make  it  not  to  grow,"  2  Sam.  xxiii.  j. 
By  this  walk  Ghrift  gets  the  glory  of  his  way  of  walking 
in  the  world ;  in  that  it  is  a  walk  after  Chrift,  as  the 
nioft  perfedl  example  of  holinefs,  in  doing  and  luiFering, 
according  to  the  will  of  G-jd  :  hence  they  that  walk  in 
Chrift,  are  faid  to  walk  as  he  himfelf  walked,  and  to  be 
followers  of  the  Lamb  whitherfoever  he  goes. — In  a  word, 
by  this  walk  Chrift  gets  the  glory  of  his  grace  and  free 
favour  :  for,  as  this  walk  is  a  fruit  and  efFeft  of  his 
grace ;  fo  it  hath  a  natural,  as  well  as  inftituted  ten- 
dency, to  advance  the  praife  of  his  glorious  grace  ;  and 
all  the  believer's  walk  fhould  be  diredled  to  this  end. 
Here  is  a  ftrong  motive,  it  is  a  walk  neceffary  to  the 
glory  of  Chrift. 

(3.)  The  glory  of  God  the  Holy  Ghoft  calls  for  tliis 
walk ;  for  the  Father  and  the  Son  have  committed  the 
faints  to  the  Spirit's  charge,  to  this  very  end  and  pur- 
pofe^  that  they  might  be  fanOiified  and  made  holy. 
Sanfilification  of  heart  and  life,  is  made  the  Spirit's 
perfonal  operation;  ''  Becaufe  God  hath  from  the  begin- 
ning chofen  you  to  falvation,  through  fanfilification  of 
the  Spirit,  and  belief  of  the  truth,"  sThef.  ii.  13.  This 
holy  walk  doth  belong,  according  to  the  (economy  of  grace, 
to  the  Father,  to  purpofe  it;  to  the  Son,  to  purchafe  it; 
to  the  Spirit,  to  work  it :  and  it  is  not  to  the  Spirit's 
honour  that  God's  nurfery  and  plantation,  committed 
to  his  charge,  fliould  not  thrive  and  profper :  it  is  not 
for  the  Spirit's  honour,  to  dwell  in  defiled  temples  :  it 
is  not  to  the  Spirit's  honour,  that  any,  committed  by 
the  Father  and  the  Son  to  his  charge,  ftiould  mifcarry 
*or  fall  away,  either  totally,  from  all  grace  ;  or  finally, 
for  all  time  :  nay,  this,  or  any  thing  that  looks  like  it, 
is  io  far  from  being  to  his  honour^  that  it  is  to  his  greateft 
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dilhonour  :  yea,  it  is  a  great  grief  to  the  Spirit,  when 
the  W4irk  of  grace  doth  not  go  on  and  profper  in  the  foul; 
for,  it  is  he  that  worketli  us  to  this  very  thing;  and 
therefore  is  called  the  Spirit  of  holinefs. — The  Father 
hath  left  the  Son  in  charge  to  be  the  Captain  of  our  fal- 
vation,  to  bring  many  children  to  glory  :  the  Son  hath 
left  the  Spirit  in  charge,  with  all  his  Father's  children, 
to  guide  them  by  his  counfel,  and  bring  them  to  his  glory. 
Father,  Son,  and  Spirit  are  one,  and  agree  in  one,  for  cur 
fanftification.  Chrift  fends  the  Comforter  for  this  end, 
to  lead  his  people  in  all  truth,  John  xiv.  16.  And  how 
is  the  Spirit  gL-rified  in  his  graces,  glorified  in  his  com- 
forts, glorified  in  his  influences,  glorified  in  his  operati- 
ons, while  we  give  evidence,  by  our  walk,  that  he  is 
perfeding  his  own  work,  and  ripening  our  fouls  fjr 
heaven  !  Whereupon  this  walk  in  Chritt,  is  alfo  called 
a  walking  in  the  Spirit.— Now,  believer,  what  think  ye, 
or  what  fhall  you  and  I  think  of  this  great  motive  to 
this  Chriilian  walk,  the  glory  of  God,  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghoft  ?  Surely  when  we  fpeak  to  believers,  we 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  fpeak  to  fucb,  as  have  no  regard 
to  the  glory  of  God,  the  praife  of  Chrift,  or  the  honour 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft :  why  then,  I  think  it  may  melt  our 
hearts,  for  our  unchriftian  walk  hitherto,  and  move  our 
fouls  to  a  more  Chriftian  walk  hereafter ;.  that  by  the 
glory  of  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  w^e  ftand 
obliged  to  this  Chriftian  walk:  As  ye  tcve  received  Cbrift 
yefus  the  Lord^  fo  nv^alk  ye  iti  bim* 

idly^  The  advantage  of  man  is  another  motive,  that 
may  be  branched  out  into  many  particulars  ;  whether 
we  confider  the  net:eflity  of  this  Chriftian  walk,  with 
refpeSt  to  our  ov/n  advantage,  or  the  advantage  of 
others. 

(i.)  It  is  neoeffary  in  refpeiSl;  of  purfelves  ;  and  the 
advantage  tliat  accrues  to  the  children  of  God,  by  this 
Chriftian  walk,  lies  in  thefe  particulars. 

I.  The  firft  advantage  of  tixis  Chriftian  walk  is,  that 
it  is  the  porch  of  communion  v/ith  God:  none  but  tho-fet 
that  walk  in  Chrift,  have  fellowftiip  with  the  Father, 
and  with  the  Son.  While  a  man  is  prophane  and  unfs^nc- 
ti£ecJ;  what  communipn  can  there  be  \^e\.N»ie^a\^?i^  ^^^ 
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darknefs  ?  God  is  light  in  the  abftraft,  and  an  irapure 
fmner  is  darkaefs  in  the  abllracl.  As  a  man  cannot 
have  communion  with  beafts,  becaufe  they  live  npt  the 
fame  life ;  fo,  a  natural  man  cannot  have  communion 
with  God^  becaufe  he  lives  not  the  fame  life :  nay,  he  is 
alienated  from  the  life  of  God:  But  when  a  man  walks 
in  Chriil,  then  he  walks  witli  God;  and  v/hen  you  walk 
in  Ghrift,  God  walks  in  you.  "  Ye  are  the  temple  cf 
tiie  living  God;  as  God  hath  faid,  I  will  dwell  in  them, 
and  walk  in  tlieni ;  I  will  be  their  God,  and  they  fliall 
be  my  people,"  2  Cor.  vi.  16. 

2.  The  next  advantage  of  this  Chriftian  walk  is,  that 
it  exalts  a  man  above  his  neighbcmrs;  lifts  him  up  above 
the  fphere  of  other  men  :  ^^  The  righteous  is  more  ex- 
cellent than  his  neighbour."  A  gracious  poor  man,  is 
far  more  excellent  than  a  gracelefs  rich  nobleman,  not- 
withftanding  all  his  titles  of  honour.  The  faints  are 
God's  jew^els ;  the  reft  of  the  world  are  but  lumber, 
with  all  their  land  arid  lordftiips. 

3.  The  third  advantage  of  this  Chriftian  walk  is,  that 
it  turns  moral  virtues  into  graces.  Some  perfons  are 
naturally  more  meek,  and  fober,  and  patient  than  others: 
and  fome  natural  men  are  morally  juft  and  righteous, 
in  their  dealing  and  converfation  in  the  world  ;  honeft 
dealers,  good  pay-mafters,  make  their  word  their  deed: 
all  this,  a  man  may  be,  and  do,  and  yet  perifh  for  ever. 
But  whenever  grace,  and  a  Chriftian  walk  enters,  and 
fanftification  in  the  power  of  it,  then  the  principle  of 
grace  turns  thefe  moral  virtues  into  graces :  his  natural 
and  moral  aftions  are  now  performed  from  inward  and 
renewed  principles;  he  now  a6ls  from  God,  and  ror. 
God,  in  all  that  he  doth ;  whetlfier  he  eats  or  drinks, 
or  buys  or  fells.  As  carnal  hearts  are  always  carnal, 
even  in  fpiritual  performances ;  for  the  ftreams  never 
run  higher  than  the  head :  fo,  on  the  contrary,  gracious 
hearts  are  fpiritual,  even  in  natural  and  moral  a6lions ; 
for,  they  that  are  in  Chrift  are  new  creatures ;  adling 
from  new  principles. 

4.  The  next  advantage  of  this  Chriftian  walk  is,  that 
it  is  the  matter  of  our  ]oy.     There  is  the  joy  and  peace 

i^/our  juftification,  that  1^  fouivOi^^  w>j^^  ^^^&  Tv^^^^&sRfe 
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of  Ghrift's  merit  for  us  :  this  is  the  greateft  ground  of 
the  believer's  joy.  But  next  in  virtue  to  that,  there  is 
the  joy  and  peace  of  fanftificatlon,  flowing  from  the 
righteoufnefs  of  Ghrift's  Spirit  in  us  ;  of  which  the  apoftle 
fpeaks,  when  he  fays,  "  This  is  our  rejoicing,  the  tefti- 
mony  of  our  confcience,  that  in  fimplicity  and  godly 
fincerity,  not  with  flelhly  wifdom,  but  by  the  grace  of 
God,  we  have  had  our  converfation  in  the  world."— 
And  the  pfalmift,  when  he  fays,  **  Great  peace  have 
they  that  love  thy  law,"  Pfal.  cxix.  165.  Whereas, 
there  is  no  peace  to  the  wicked :  and  therefore  Ghrift's 
coming,  at  death  and  judgment,  will  be  terrible  to  him, 
both  becaufe  they  are  deftitute  of  the  righteoufnefs  of 
juftification  and  fanfti  neat  ion;  for  it  is  only  the  pure  m 
heart  that  (hall  fee  God.  At  death  and  judgment,  a 
dram  of  faving  grace  will  be  more  valuable,  more  com- 
fortable, than  mountains  of  gold,  and  millions  of  worlds. 
Oh  !  the  midnight  cry  at  death  and  judgment,  faying, 
"  Behold  the  Bridegroom  cometh,  go  ye  out  to  meet 
him  !"  How  terrible  will  it  be  to  the  foolilh  virgins, 
that  have  no  oil  in  their  lamps,  nor  grace  in  their  hearts ! 
Alas  !  how  dolefully  will  you  cry  in  that  day,  man ! — 
How  dreadfully  will  you  ihriek !  But  Ghrift  will  not 
hear  you ;  yea,  he  will  ftiut  the  door  againft  ;^ou,  Matth. 
XXV.  lo.  Then,  knock  never  fo  hard,  cry  never  fo  loud, 
the  door  is  Ihut ;  there  is  no  hope  of  entrance. 

5.  The  fifth  advantage  of  this  Ghriftian  walk  is,  that 
it  is  an  evidence  of  a  gracious  ftate,  for  the  confirmation 
of  our  faith  :  hence  Abraham  Ihewed  his  faith  by  his 
works  ;  whereby  it  was  juftified  from  the  calumny  of  a 
falfe  faith,  James  ii.  21, — 23.  And  this,  indeed,  con- 
tributes to  make  this  holy  walk  a  comfortable  tiling; 
becaufe  it  is  the  fruit,  efFeft,  and  evidence  of  juftifica- 
tion :  though  it  be  no  ground  or  foundation  thereof, 
yet  it  is  an  evidence  of  it,  and  of  a  gracious  ftate. — 
How  fliall  a  man  evidence  that  he  hath  received  Ghrift 
Jefus  the  Lord,  but  by  walking  in  him  ? 

6.  The  next  advantage  of  this  Ghriftian  walk  is,  that 
it  is  a  walking  toward  heaven  ;  heaven  is  at  the  end  of 
the  walk  :   hence  it  is  faid,  "  Witliout  hol\tve,{%  \!^i;:i  Twasv 
iliall  fee  the  Lord.^^  Heb.  xu.  14.  AxvAtvowtvA^'wjl^^^ 
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fliall  enter  into  heaven,'*  Rev.  xxi.  27.  Without  are 
dogs  and  fwine,  but  within  are  the  pure  and  holy. 
Believe  it,  man,  without  holinefs  on  earth,  there  is  no 
happinefs  in  heaven.  This  Ghrillian  walk  is  the  very 
beginning  of  heaven,  where  the  faints  walk  with  him  in 
white  :  this  holy  walk  is  a  great  part  of  heaven  and 
falvation  itfelf;  hence  in  that  golden  chain,  Rom.  viii.  30. 
*'  Whom  he  called,  them  he  juftified;  whom  he  juftified, 
theijihe  gbrified;" — no  mention  ismadeoffan£tification, 
Jto  ihew  that  fanclity  and  holinefs,  is  heaven  and  glory 
begun:  it  is  not  only  the  way  to  heaven,  but  it  is  heavezj: 
itfelf.  The  more  we  walk  in  Chrift,  the  more  do  we 
live  the  life  of  God,  and  anticipate  the  life  of  heaven ; 
that  glorious  life,  which  the  angels  df  God,  ajid  the 
blefled  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfe6t,  live  here.  This 
Ghriflian  walk  makes  a  man  meet  for  the  inheritance  of 
the  faints  in  light.  What  would  a  carnal  heart  do  with 
heaven,  that  knows  no  other  heaven  but  to  eat,  drink, 
and  wallow  in  fenfual  delights?  So  the  glutton  at  afeaft 
cried,  '  Thei-e  is  no  heaven  like  this  !'  We  mgjl  not 
look  for  a  Turkifh  paradife  in  heaven,  but  for  a  pure 
fiiilefs  ftate  :  perfcdlion  of  grace,  and  fulnefs  of  joy,  in 
the  prefence  of  God's  glory,  is  the  faints  heaven.  An 
unfaaflified  man  cannot  truly  defire  heaven  ;  he  may 
defire  it  as  a  privation  of  fuffering  and  mifery,  but  not 
as  it  is  a  perfedlon  of  grace,  a  privation  of  all  fm,  and 
perfection  of  holinefs  :  •  when  a  man  begins  to  be  holy, 
then  he  begins  to  enter  into  the  white  cloud  of  glory.— 
O  then,  feeing  every  one  would  be  happy,  and  would 
be  with  Chrift  for  ever,  who  would  not  defire  to  be  holy 
and  to  walk  in  him?  A  gracelefs  man  is  very  miferable 
in  both  worlds;  he  miffes  heaven  in  this  world,  and  lofes 
heaven  in  the  world  to  come  ;  nay,  he  was  a  hell  of  fin 
here,  and  a  hell  of  fullering  hereafter  :  fire  and  brim- 
ftone  is  his  portion.  But  the  gracious  man  is  the  hap- 
py man  :  indeed  he  hath  heaven  begun  here,  and  hea-  " 
ven  perfefted  hereafter.  Here  then  are  fome  of  the 
advantages  of  this  Chriftian  walk  to  the  children  of 
God. 

In  a  word,  this  Chriftian  walk  is  the  way,  to  bring 
down  the  blefling  of  God^  oyv.  cv^t^  w^f^^^^^^v  hand; 
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PfaL  i.  4.  "  Whatfoever  he  doth  fliall,  profper."  Where- 
as, to  walk  in  the  way  of  fwearing,  drunkenriefs,  whore- 
dom, Sabbath-breakhig,  curiing,  lying,  cheating,  is  the 
diredt  way  to  bring  down  the  curfe  of  God  upon  all  the 
works  of  your  hand. 

Now, '  I  think  the  confideration  of  thefe  advantages, 
Jhould  move  us  to  this  walk ;  while  the  difadvantages 
of  the  contrary  walk  mull  be  as  grievous,  as  the  [advan- 
tages of  this  are  precious.  And  though,  when  we  fpeak 
to  them  that  are  in  Ghrift,  we  ciannot  denounce  againfl: 
them  the  curfe  of  the  covenant" of  works,  which  they 
are  altogether  freed  from ;  yet,  if  they  be*  untender  in 
their  walk,  there  are  many  other  thyjgs,  befides  the 
curfe,  which  belong  only  to,  and  lie  heavy  upon  Chriftv 
lefs  fmners,  that  may  be  the  believer's  motive. — Is  it 
nothing  to  you,  believer,  that  your  heavenly  Fatlier 
fhould  chaftife  you,  hide  his  face  from  you,  deny  an 
anfwer  to  your  prayers,  conceal  your  evidences  of  hea- 
ven from  you,  give  you  up  to  the  tyranny  of  your  lulls,  . 
and  then  take  vengeance  ou  your  inventions  ?  Yea,  he 
will  thus.vifit  your  iniquities  with  rods,  if  you  walk  not 
in  Ghrift,  and  in  his  way,  though  his  loving-kindnefs  he 
will  not  take  away,  nor  fufFer  his  covenant  to  fail. — Thus 
much  for  the  advantages  of  it,  with  refpeft  to  ourfelves. 

(2.)  This  Chriftian  walk  is  neceflary  with  refpefil  to 
others*:  and  the  advantage  of  this  walk  with  refpeft 
to  our  neighbour,  tn^th  godly  and  wicked,  and  all  in 
general  will  appear  by  confidering  the  following  par- 
ticulars. 

I.  Our  Chriftian  walk  would  be  for  advantage  to 
the  wicked ;  for  it  may  tend  for  their  conviftion  and 
converfion. — On  the  one  hand,  this  walk  may  tend  to 
their  conviftion,  and  to  ftop  their  mouths  ;  i  Pet.  ii.  15. 
**  This  is  the  will  of  God,  that  by  well-doing,  ye  may  put 
to  filence  the  ignorance  of  foolilli  men."  See  alfo,  chap. 
iii.  16.  •"  Having  a  good  confcience,  that  whereas  they 
fpeak  evil  of  you,  as  of  evil-doers,  they  may  be  afliamed 
that  falfty  accufe  your  good  converfation  in  Ghrift." — 
On  the  other  haijd,  your  walk  may  tend  to  tlieir  con- 
verfion i  i  Pet.  ii.  12.  "  Having  your  converfation  honed 
among  the  Gentihs ;   that  whereas  lYvt^  ^>j^*sJ«w  ^%^\^^ 
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you  as  evil-docrs,  they  may,  by  your  good  works,  which 
they  fhall  behold,  glorify  God  in  the  day  of  vifitation." 
The  holinefs  of  profeffors  hath  fonietimes  tended  to  the 
converfion  of  the  profane,  who,  in  the  day  of  their  gra- 
cious vifitation,  have  glorified  God  on  that  account. 
See  alfo,  i  Pet.  iii.  i,  2.  How  advantageous  and  profi- 
table fuch  a  walk  may  be,  the  apoftle  tells  us.  Tit.  iii. 8. 
*'  This  is  a  faithful  faying,  and  thefe  things  I  will  that 
thou  affirm  conftantly,  that  they  which  have  believed 
in  God,  might  be  careful  to  maintain  good  works:  thefe 
things  are  good  and  profitable  unto  men.'* 

2.  Our  Ghriftian"  walk  may  be  hr  advantage  to  the 
godly,  who  are  thereby  excited  and  encouraged  to  be 
the  more  holy,  by  the  ftrict  convxrfation,  which  they 
behold  in  others  ;  and  to  fay  with  thofe,  Zech.  viii.  23.. 
*'  We  will  go  with  you,  for  we  have  heard  that  God  is 

"with  you.''  Whereas  an  untender  walk  doth  grieve 
"and  ftumble  them.;  but  a  Ghriftian  walk  will  rejoice 
the  hearts  and  ftrengthen  the  hands,  botli  of  godly  people, 
and  godly  minifters  ;  "  I  have  no  greater  joy,"'  fays  the 
beloved  difciple^  "  than  to  hear  that  my  children  walk 
in  truth,"  3  John  4. 

3.  Our  Ghriftian  walk  may  be  (/f  ad\'antage  to  all 
in  jj^eneral,  that  are  round  about  us ;  yea,  to  the  whole 
generation  we  live  among :  for,  in  this  way  we  wouki 
become  a  public  gord,  a  common  good ;  not  only  in 
communicating  good  to  tlicm,  but  in  diverthig  judg- 
ments from  them,  among  whom  we' 'converfe  ;  fo  ten 
righteous  perfons  would  have  preferved  Sodom  :  and 
furcly,  if  the  Lord  had  not  left  us  a  remnant,  in  this 
generation,  we  had  been  like  Sodo;n  and  Gomorrah, 
in  refpcfk  of  judgments,  as  we  are  in  refpeft  of  fins ; 
f  )r,  the  moft  part  of  the  generation  are  declaring  their 
fin  as  Sodom. — Thus  the  advantage  of  man  is  a  great 
motive  to  this  Ghriftian  v»Tilk. 

3^//jy,  The  credit  of  the  gofpel  is  another  great  motive, 
to  this  Ghriftian  walk ;  by  this  we  are  called  to  adorn 
the  doilrine  of  God  our  Saviour,  in  all  things.  Tit.  11. 10. 
By  this  walk  we  adorn  the  gofpel  of  Chrift.  As  the 
2"lory  of  God,  the   advantage  of  man,  fo  the  credit  of 
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tlie  gofpel  oyiges  unto  this  walk.     The  gofpel  is  ho- 
noured thereby  in  many  refpcfts. 

1.  Gofpel  doctrine  is  honoured  by  this  walk,  while 
thereby  we  are  taught,  in  an  eiEcacious  manner; 
*'  The  grace  of  God,  that*  bringeth  falvation,  which 
teaches  us  to  deny  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lufts,  and  to 
live  foberly,  righleoully,  and  godly,  in  a  prcfent  world,'' 
Tit.  ii.  II,  12.  Every  dodrine  of  the  gofpel  teaches 
this  holy  walk. — The  doctrine  of  eledlion,  2Thef.ii.13. 
The  dodrine  of  redemption,  Eph.  v.  25,  26,  27. — ^The 
The  doftrine  of  vocation,  i  Thef.  iv.  7. — The  dodlrine 
of  j unification,  which  is  to  take  away  the  guilt  of  fin, 
Rom.  iii.  25.— The  doctrine  of  fanclification,  which  i^ 
to  take  away  the  power  and  filth  of  fm,  i  Cor.  vi.  11.-— 
The  doftrine  of  glorification,  which  takes  away  the  very 
being  of  fm,  and  admits  of  no  fin  at  all. — Every  dc£trine| 
of  the  gofpel  tends  to  the  advancement  of  this  holy, 
Chrillian  walk.     And, 

2.  Gofpel  promifes  are  honoured  thereby,  infomuch 
that  this  walk  is  excited  powerfully  thereby  ;  2  Cor. 
vii.  I.  "  Having  thefe  promifes,  dearly  beloved,  let  us 
cleanfe  ourfelves  from  all  filthinefs  of  the  flefh  and  fpirit, 
perfedling  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  God.''  The  promifes 
are  the  cords  of  love,  whereby  we  are  fweetly  bound 
to  the  fen^ice  of  God,  and  the  acceptable  performance 
of  religious  duties. 

3.  Gofpel  rules  are  honoured  by  this  walk,  which  is 
the  law  of  God,  as  a  rule  of  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs, 
and  as  difburdened  of  the  covenant  of  works,  in  his 
fcederal  requifition  of  the  condition  of  life  from  us  ;  for 
we  are  no  more  commanded  to  do  that  we  may  live, 
while  we  walk  in  Chrift  :  we  live,  that  we  may  walk 
in  Chrift-;  and  do  not  walk,  that  we  may  live.  The 
law  here  is  alfo  difburdened  of  its  terrible  curfe,  and  of 
its  irritating  power ;  and  therefore  may  well  be  called 
a  law  of  liberty,  to  the  man  in  Chrift ;  an  eafy  yoke  ; 
and  commandments  that  are  not  grievous,  James  i.  25. 
Alatth.  xi.  30.   I  John  v.  3, 

4.  Gofpel  examples  and  patterns  are  honoured  by 
this  walk,  it  being  a  walk  according  to  thefe  examples; 
it  being  a  walking  after  the  exam^l^  oiCJcvxx^.    ^^'15^^'S^^ 
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walk  IS  a  walking  after  GcxU Jehovah,  as  our  Father; 
and  after  Chrift,  as  our  leader;  and  after  the  Spirit, 
as  our  guide ;  .  and  after  the  example  of  the  faints,  as 
they  were  followers  of  Chrift :  we  are  to  follow  them 
who,  through  faith  and  patience,  do  inherit  the  promifes; 
and  to  follow  tlie  footileps  of  the  flock. 

5.  Gofpel  ordinances  are  honoured  by  this  walk, 
while  we  are  careful  and  confcientious,  in  our  attendance 
upon  thefe,  with  an  eye  to  the  God  of  ordinances,  for 
hisbleffing  upon  them,,  whether  public  or  private';  parti- 
cularly upon  the  hearing  of  the  joyful  found,  tKe  gofpel 
meffage ;  and  regular  participation  of  the  gofpel  facra- 
nients. 

6.  Gofpel  privileges  are  honoured  by  this  walk ;  and 
particularly,  all  the  privileges  that  go  along  with  the 
gofpel-ftate,  while  we  walk  worthy  of,  and  fuitable  to 
thefe  privileges,  and  that  ftate. — ^Are  you  believers  in 
a  gofpel-ftate,  tfeing  effectually  called  ?  Why  then,  you 
are  to  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  you  arc 
called. — Are  you  in  a  juftified  ftate  ?  Then 'you  are  to 
evidence  your  juftification>  by  your  fanclification. — ^Are 
you  in- a  fanftified  ftate?  Wherefore  got  you  anew 
nature^  but  to  walk  before  God  in  newnefs  of  life  ?— 
Are  you  in  an  adopted  ftate?  Then  it  is  fuitable  to  that 
ftate,  that  you  be  followers  of  God  as  dear  children. — 
O  Sirs,  if  we  be  believers,  is  it  not  a  fliame  for  us,  to 
live  fo  unfuitable  to  our  ftate  ?  Is  this  all  the  thanks 
we  give  to  God,  for  thefe  privileges,  that  we  trample 
his  ftatutes  under  our  feet,  difhonour  his  name,  break 
his  law,  and  grieve  his  Spirit?  Oh!  fliall  we  render  aSs 
of  enmity  for  all  his  a^^s  of  love  towards  us!  Fy  forfhamc! 
Tell  it  not  in  G^^i^.— •Have  we  the  hope  of  glory,  and 
ftiall  we  nf)t,  having  this  hope,  purify  ourfelves,  even  as 
he  is  pure?— Are  we  feparate  from  the  world?  And  Ihall 
we  walk  in  the  broad  way  witlf  the  reft  ? — ^Hath  God 
pitied  us?  And  fliail  we  not  ftudy  to  pleafe  him  ? — ^Hath 
he  waflied  us  in  the  blood  of  his  Son  ?  And  ftiall  wc 
wallow  in  the  mire  of  our  lufts  ?  Or  rather,  fliall  we  not 
ftudy  to  let  it  be  linown  to  the  world,  that  his  blood  hath 
a  virtue  to  fanfitify  us? — Well,  brethren,   if  we  do 
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trine,  gofpcl  promifcs,  ^gofpel  rules,    gofpel  examples, 
gofpel  ordinances,  and  gofpel  privileges,  and  counteraQ: . 
the  defign  of  a  gofpel  iiate. — Thefe   are  the  motives 
to  this  gofpel  walk, 

.The  fourth  and  laft  thing  upon  this  fecond  branch  of 
the  exhortation  was,  the  diredive  part  of  it,  namely,  to 
give  fome  dircftioijs,  in  order  to  6ur  walking  with  Chrift, 
In  general,  I  hope  I  need  not  tell  you,  that  you  muft  be 
in  a  gofpel  ftate,otherwifeyou  cannot  have  a  gofpel  walk: 
we  mull  firft  be  married  to  Chrift,  before  we  can  brin^ 
forth  fruit  unto  God,  Rom.  vii.  4.  We  mutt  firtt  be  in 
Chrift,  tiie  true  vine,  before  we  can  bear  good  fruit,  John 
XV.  5.  And  therefore,  let  this  be  your  principal  ftudy,  to 
be  fure  that  the  ftate  be  changed,  and  tliat  you  receive  ' 
Chrift  Jefus  the- Lord,  otherwife  you  cannot  walk  in  him. 
'All  other  direftions  will  be  in  vain  without  this.  And 
now,  as  we  go  along,  lift  up  a  prayer  with  your  heart,  that 
the  Lord  may  blefs  the  following  advices  and  dife^ions, 
where-with  I  defign  to  put  a  period  to  this  fubjedt^ 

[i.]  Our  firft  dire£lion,  in  order  to  your  walking  in  . 
Chrift,  IS  to  beware  of  all  impediments  that  hinder  this 
walk.     And  I  will  mention  you  a  few  of  thefe  hinder- 
ances  of  the  Chriftian  walk;  both  that  you  may  beware 
of  them,  and  alfo  feek  to  be  rid  of  them. 

1.  Darknefs  hinders  walking.  A, man  that  wants 
light,  and  is  in  the  dark,  cannot  walk  comfortably: 
even  fo,  the  darknefs  of. ignorance  hinders  this  Chrifti- 
an walk:  They  that  walk  in  the  night  ftumble.  Opray 
that, God  may  take  away  your  grofs  darknefs.  It  is 
midnight  with  many,  in  refpe£b  of  black  and  dark  igno- 
rance :  and  therefore,  no  wonder  that  they  ftumble 
and  fall ;  fome  into  one  open  wickednpfs,  and  fome  into 
another. 

2.  Heedlefnefs  hinders  walking.  .  When  a  man  doth 
not  take  heed  to  the  way,  but  is  gazing  about  him,  he 
is  ready  either  to  dafli  his  foot  againft  a  ftone,  and  fo 
fall  and  break  his  bones ;  or  elfe  he  is  ready  to  wander 
out  of  the  way,  while  he  doth,  not  notice  the  road: 
even  fo,  fpiritual  heedlefnefs  and  un watchful nefs,  is  the 
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IVatcb  therefore  and  pray ^  f:iitll  Chrift,   that  ye  enter  not 
into   temptation. 

3.  Weakneis  hinders  walking.  If  a  man  be  fick  and 
weakly,  he  is  hardly  able  to  walk  abroad  :  even  fo,  as 
there  is  a  bodily  weaknefs,  fo  tliere  is  foul  weaknefs. 
As  all  by  nature  are  without  ftrength  ;  even  fo,  thofe 
that  are  fometime  ilrengthened  by  grace,  may  turn  weak 
iand  p.iwerlefs:  while  corruption  is  llrong,  grace  is  weak, 
faith  is  weak.  Seek  to  have  this  impediment  removed, 
by  being  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  faying,  '^  I  will  go  in  the 
ilrength  of  the?  Lord,  making  mention  of  his  righteouf- 
^lefs,  even  of  his  only." 

4.  Fetters  hind<;?r  walking.  If  you  bind  a  rna'n,  he 
will  walk  at  leifare.  Many  are  bound  with  the  llrongeft 
fetters  ;  even  believers  may  be  under  the  conduQ:  and 
infiaence  of  fome  fecret  lulls,  and  thefe  are  fo  binding, 
that  they  are  like  fetters :  they  have  the  binding  power 
of  a  few;  and  hence  are  called,  ''  The  la\V'  of  the  mem- 
bers, warring  a^^ainft  the  law  of  the  mind,"  Rom,  vri.  23. 
And  again,  ''  I  find  a  law,  that  when  I  would  do  good, 
evil  is  prefent  with  me,"  Seek  therefore,  that  the  law 
of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrill  Jefus,  may  make  you  free 
from  the  law  of  fin  and  death.  Seek  to  be  free  of  your 
fetters,  to  be  loofed  of  your  bonds  :  "  Surely,  I  am  thy 
fervant,  thou  hail  loofed  my  bonds." 

5.  Weights  hinder  v/alking.  If  a  man  hath  a  clog  at  ■ 
his  heels,  a  heavy  weight  on  his  back,  he  will  not  walk 
hard.  There  is  a  two-fold  weight  that  hinders  the 
Chriilian  walk  much  :  the  weight  of  worldly  incumber 
ranees ;  the  care  of  the  world  are  a  dead  weight,  that 
keep  many  from  walking.     O  Sirs,  call  off  that  weight. 

•  There  is  alfo  the  weight  of  predominant  fin  :  whatever, 
be  the  weight,  we  are  to  lay  it  afide,  that  we  maybe  in' 
cafe  to  walk,  yea,  and  to  run  in  God's  way ;  "  Let  us  lay 
afide  every  weight,  and  the  fin  that  doth  fo  eafily  befet  us; 
and  run  with  patience  tne  race  fet  before  us,  looking  unto 
Jefus,  the  author  and  finilher  of  faith,"  Heb.  xii.  i. 

6.  Divrerfions  hinder  walking.  There  is  fome  com- 
pany, if  a  man  meet  with,  in  his  way  wherein  he  walk- 
ethj   they  will  mightily   hinder  and  retard  him  in  his 
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of  this  world.  They  will  not  walk  fall  in  God's  way, 
but  make  many  a  il.p,  wh)  haunt  the  company  of 
gracelefs  and  profane  i')erfons,  that 'mock  at  religion, 
idle  away  their  time,  and  negleft  their  fouls. 

7.  Difcord  hinders  walking.  If  men  fall  out  by  the 
way  ;  if,  inftead  of  walking  together  with  concgrd,  they 
fall  by  the  ears,  this  will  hinder  and  marr  their  walking; 
yea,  perhaps,  they  may  difable  one-anothcr,  that  they 
can  walk  no  more,  but  muft  ly  by  the  way  :  fo  here, 
difcord  and  contention  hindereth  the  fphitual  walking. 
They  that  live  in  the  fire  of  ftrife,  have  little  of  the  life 
c;f  religion :  they  that  are  fighting  in  the  way,  are  net 
walking  in  it :  they  that  are  occupied  in  llandering, 
back-biting,  reproaching  their  neighbours  ;  and  efpeci- 
allythat  fall  out  with  the  godly,  and  cannot  live  at  peace 
with  them,  or  in  Icve  to  them,  their  walking  is  marred : 
therefore,  beware  of  difcord  j  where  there  is  much 
divifion,  there  is  little  devotion. 

8.  Doubting  and. difcouragement  hinder  walking.  •  If 
a  man  doubt  about  the  rpad  wherein  h^  walketh  ;  if  he 
doubt  that  it  is  not  the  way,  that  will  carry  him  to  his 
defired  journey's  end,  or  to  the  place  he  hath  in  view, 
then  he  is  dilcouraged,  ^nd  hath  little  heart  to  walk 
therein  :  even  fo,  doubting  inftead  of  believing,  marrs 
our  fpiritual  walk,  and  fills  the  foul  with  difcourage- 
ment. David  reafons  himfelf  out.  of  his  difcouragement, 
faying,  "  Why  art  thou  caft  down,  O  my  foul  ?  And  why 
art  thou  difquieted  within  me  ?  Hope  thou  in  God,  fi^r 
I  fliall  yet  praife  him,  who  is  the  health  of  my  counte- 
nance, and  my  God,''  Pfalm  xlii.  11.  Many  reafon 
themfelves  out  of  their  faith,  inftead  of  reafoning  them- 
felves  into  faith.  Doubting  is  no  duty ;  nay,  it  is  a  fin 
that  hinders  our  walk  :  difcouragement  is  no  duty;  no,* 

'no  :  the  joy  of  the  Lord  fliould  be  our  ftrength. 

9.  Intemperance  hinders  walking.  If  a  man  intoxi- 
cate himfelf  with  drink,  and  overcharge  his  belly  with" 
meat,  heis  tnore  fit  for  loitering  and  fnorting  in  a  bed, 
thdn  walking  on  the  road;  it  impedes  his  walking:  heilce 
we  will  fee  fome  beaftly  drunken  perfons  attempt  to  walk 
in  the  ftreet ;  but  inftead  of  walking,  we  will  fee  them 
llaggering  from  fide  to  fide,  or  tumbling  <i.vi\i!\^  •a.^A  ^^- 
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pofing  themfclves  to  cpcii  infamy.  Well,  this  intem- 
perance is  llicli  a  hiiiderance  to  all  fpiritual  walking, 
that  if  a  man  be  ilufled  \Vith  meat  and  drink,  and  im- 
moderate cares,  he  is  altogether  unfit  for  fpiritual  work 
and  worfliip :  therefore  Chrift  warns  his  difciples,  even 
them,  to  bcjware  of  it ;  ''  Take  heed  to  yourlelves,  left 
at  any  time  yx;ur  hearts  be  overcharged  with  furfeiting, 
and  drunkcnneis,  and  the  cares  of  this  life,  and  that 
day  come  upon  you  unawares. — Watch  therefore,  and 
pray  always,"  Luke  xxi.  34,35.  Let  habitual  drunkards 
and  tipplers  confider  whither  they  are  walking;  for, 
farely  they  are  not  walliing  in  Chrift,  but  in  the  broad 
way  that  leadcth  to  dellruftion.  L^t  thofe  that  cannot 
ma'ke  a  bargain,  without,  drinking  to  excefs,  as  njany^ 
ufe  to  do  at  your  public  markets,  Cbnfider  this. 

10.  Slothfulnefs  and  lazinefs  hinder  walking.  When 
pe'>plc  fliut  themfclves  up  in  a  clofe  chamber,  as.  it  were, 
to  llecp  and  ilumber,  furely  their  walking  is  marred ; ' 
even  fo,  rj^thing  hinders  this  Chriftian  walk  more,  than 
fpiritual  fl(jth  and  fecurity. — I  will  tell  you  two  cham^. 
bers  wherein  efpecially  the  flothful,  lazy,  and  fecure 
fmner  fhuts  up  himfelf  to  fleep  into^  There  is  the 
chamber  of  lies,  and  the  chamber  of  eafe. 

(i.)  The  chamber  of  lies ;  or,  as  the  prophet  Ifaiah 
calls  it,  the  refuge  of  lies,  chap,  xxviii.  15.  "  They  have 
made  lies  their  refuge,  and  under  fallhood  have  they  hid 
themfelves."  Whether  it  be  the  lying  refuge  of  their 
legal  righteoufnefs,  their  pharifaic  profeffion,  their  cradle 
faith,  their  falfe  hope,  partial  repentance,  legal  convic- 
tions, their  carnal  dreams  and  delufions ;  if  they  fleep 
on  there,  God's  curfe  will  hale  them  out  of  that  cham- 
ber;  for,  ''^fhe  hail  fliall  fweep  away  the  refuge  of 
lies."  Some  are  brought  out  in  mercy,  but  the  moft 
part  arc  dragged  out  in  wrath. 

(2.)  The  chamber  of  eafe;  "  Moab  hatlibeen  at  eafe 
from  his  youth,"  Jer.  xlviii.  11.:  never  truly  awakened, 
never  duly  concerned  about  their  foul  and  their  eternal 
ilatc,  nor  concerned  about  the  affairs  of  Chrift's  houfe; 
notwithftanding  of  all  the  trouble  of  Zion,  or  danger- 
ous circumftances  that  the  church  of  Chrift  is  into: 
there  13  a  wo  upon  thq  bt^d,  ^.tA  z,  wo  m^tl  the  cover- 
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ing  of  thofe  that  are  lying  at  eafe;  **  Wo  to  them  that 
are  at  eafe  in  Zion,''  Amos  vi.  i.  Now,  that  partial  fe- 
curity  may  overtake  believers  therafelves,  is  too  evi* 
dent,  not  only  from  common  experience,  but  alio  from 
the  parable  of  the  virgins;  where  it  is  faid  both  of  the 
wife  and  foolifh,  that,  while  the  Bridegroom  tarried,  they 
all  flumbered  and  llept:  but  flothfulnefs  and  walking  are 
inconfiftent.  Seek  therefore,  that  God  would  deliver 
irom  floth  and  fecurity:  Tbeflotbful  manfaitb^  Tbere  is 
a  lion  in  tbe  way:  he  will  not  walk  forwards— Thefe  are 
•  fome  hinderances  of  walking;  feek  to  be  free  of  thefe^ 
»and  beware  of  them,  if  you  would  walk  in  Chrift. 

[2.]  The  next  direction,  in  order  to  this  walk,  is  thiS| 
O  endeavour,  through  grace,  that  every  a£tion  may  be  a 
ftepping  in  this  way;  then  would  we  walk  in  Chrift  td 
purpofe,  if  we  could  learn  to  make  every  aftion  of  our 
life,  a  ftep  of  our  v/alk  in  this  way.  It  is  poffible  to  a 
child  of  God,  through  grace,  that  any  action  of  his  life 
may  be  a  part  of  his  Chriftian  walk:  e.  g.  even  in  hit 
natural  aftions,  of  eating  and  drinking ;  when,  whether 
he  eats  or  drinks,  or  whatfoever  he  doth,  he  doth  all  to 
the  glory  of  God  in  Chrift;  then  he  is  walking  in  Chrift, 
even  when  he  is  eating  and  drinking.  But  I  inftance 
efpecially  in  our  religious,  and  in  our  civil  aftiops. 

!•  Let  all  your  reli^ous  aftions  be  a  part  of  your 
walking  in  Chrift;  for  this  walk  extends  to  all  religious 
duties.  When  a  man  is^reading  the  word,  with  the  Spi- 
rit and  underftanding,  then  he  is  walking  in  Chrift. 
When  he  is  hearing  the  word,  with  faith,  he  is  walk- 
ing in  Chrift.  When  he  is  praying  in  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
in  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  then  he  is  walking  in  Chrift. 
When  he  is  finging  and  praifing,  with  grace  in  his  heart, 
he  is  walking  in  Chrift.  When  he  is  communicatiiii; 
worthily,  then  he  is  walking  in  Chrift;  for  then  he  \t 
eating  the  flelh,  and  drinking  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  CJod. 
— And  fmce  I  have  mentioned  this,  I  fliall  take  liberty 
to  fay,  that  I  underftand  there  are  feveral  obliged  to  be 
hearers  in  this  place  to-day,  who  may  fee  it  incumbent 
upon  them,  to  be  communicants  elfcwhcrc  the  next 
Lord's  day;  and  therefore,  though  I  drop  a  word  fuita- 
ble  to  theni*  I  think  it  cannot  be  TCdwm^^  ^xsi&iN  «^^ 
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tho'  there  is  no  direftion  I  am  ofFering,  but  they  may 
find  abundantly  fuitable  to  their  cafe,  yet  I  would  here 
fay,  that  this  Ghrillian  walk  is  fo  extenfive,  that  it  com- 
prehends all  the  duties,  both  before,  in,  and  after  com- 
municating;- and  right  partaking  of  the  LorcPs  Supper, 
is  a  fj^cial  part  of  this  ti'alking  in  Ghrift.  As  a  man 
may  be  Handing  in  the  church,  and  yet  walking  in  Chrift, 
if  fpiritually  exercifed  ;  and  as  a  man  may  be  lying  in  a 
prifon,  and  yet  walking  in  Chrift,  as  Paul  and  Silas 
were,  in  the  ftocks ;  fo,  much  more,  may  a  man  be  fit- 
ting at  a  communion-table,  and  yet  walking  in  Chrift'; 
for  walking  in  Chrift  doth  not  ly  in  bodily  exercife,  but 
in  foul-exercife;  as  in  the  exercife  of  faith,  the  exercife 
of  love,  the  exercife  of  repentance,  and  godly  forrow 
for  fui,  the  exercife  of  joy  in  the  Lord  :  when  a  man  is 
in  that  exercife,  under  the'conduft  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrifl, 
tlien  he  is  walking  in  Chrift. 

What  is  the  duty  then  before  communication  ?  It  is 
to  walk  in  Chrift.  What  is  the  duty  in  communicating? 
It  is  to  walk  in  Chrift.  What  is  the  duty  after  com- 
municating? It  is  to  walk  in  Chrift. 

There  are  two  words  I  have  to  tell  thofe,  and  take 
the  liberty  to  ofler  them.  Thefirft  is,  that  none  can  com- 
municate worthily^  that  are  not  in  Chrift,  by  having 
received  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord,  that  are  not  believers. 
The  fecond  is,  that  people  may  be  believers,  that  have 
received  Chrift,  and  yet  commugicate  unworthily,  if  they 
be  not  walking  in  him. 

(i.)  I  fay,  that  none  can  communicate  worthily,  that 
are  not  in  Chrift,  by  receiving  of  him.  It  is  the  children's 
bread,  and  is  not  defigned  for  the  converfion*  of  finners, 
but  for  the  confirmation  of  faints.  Why  ?  may  not, 
and  have  not  fome  been  converted  at  facraments  ?  It 
may  be  fo ;  but  yet  this  facrament  is  not  in  itfelf  defign- 
edly  inftitute,  for  the  converfion  of  finners  :  fome  have, 
indeed,  been  converted  at  communion-fermons ;  but  I 
have  not  heard  of  any  Chriftlefs  finner  converted  at  a 
communion-table,  where  he  himfelf  was  partaking.  It 
may  be,  there  have  been  inftances  of  this,  that  I  have 
not  heard  ;  but  yet  that  doth  not  falfify  what  I  affert, 
that  it  is  not  a  converting  crdvtvatvce :  tauft  we  runa 
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man  through  with  a  fword  to  fave  his  life ;  becaufe  one 
did  lb  once,' and  let  out  a  fecret  impoflhume  ?  Becaufe 
Ibme  minifter  hath  been  converted  at  his  ordination,  is 
therefore  the  laying  en  of  hands  inflitute  as  a  convert- 
ing ordinance?  No;  by  no  means.  Becaufe  a  man  hath 
been  converted  at  his  marriage,  when  the  fermon  and 
bleffing  hath  w*rought  upon  him,  is  therefore  marriage 
a  converting  ordinance?  No;  not  at  all.  Let  this  then 
be  remembered,  that  none  can  communicate  worthil}", 
that  are  not  in  Chriff,  by  receiving  him. 

(2.)  That  people  may  be  believers,  that  have  receiv- 
ed Chrifc,  and  yet  communicate  unv^orthily,  if  they  be 
not  walking  in  Chrift.  Let  communicants  then  endea- 
vour, thro'  grace,  to  prepare  and  examine  themfelves ; 
*'  Let  a  man  examine  himfelf,  and  fo  let  them  eat.'* 
Why,  a  man  may  examine  himfelf  and  find  himfelf  both 
out  of  Chrift,  and  out  of  a  courfe  of  wafking  in  him  : 
Ihall  he  eat  in  any  cafe  upon  examination?  No,  no;  the"' 
meaning  is,  let  him  examine  whether  he  be  in  Chrift, 
yea,  or  not;  and  fee  if  he  can  prove  his  being  in  Chrift,' 
by  his  walking  in  him.  As  a  man  that  tries  gold  with  a 
touchftone,  will  not  take  it  becaufe  he  tried  it,  but  be- 
Qaufe  he  found  it  true  gold  :  and  as  a  man  will  not  go 
abroad,  becaufe  he  hath  beheld  himfelf. in  a  Iqgking- 
glafs,  for  he  may  find  deformity  and  filthinefs ;  but 
becaufe  he  hath  corrected  whg^was  amifs,  and  com- 
pofed  his  drefs  by  looking  at  hi^^lf :  and  fo  unlefs  we 
will  prevaricate  with  the  fcripture,  the  Holy  Ghoft 
means,  by  that  word,  a  fitnef§  and  preparation  found*; 
and  yet  thoie  that  prepare  for  that  ordinance,  muft  ne- 
ver expeft  fuch  a  preparation,  as  will  not  ftand  in  need 
of  Chrift  :  nay,  Chrift  himfelf  muft  be  the  great  prepa- 
ration; for  this  ordinance  hath  a  fpecial  relation  to  Chrift: 
and  it  is  by  walking  in  him,  that  we  have  communion 
with  him  in  that  ordinance. 

Quest.  How  fliall  I  attain  this  privilege  to  v;alk  in 
Chrift  ? 

Answ.  How  doth  a  man  come  to  walk  in  his  cloaths  ? 
Is  it  not  even  by  putting  them  on  ?  So,  if  you  would 
walk  in  Chrift,  you  muft  put  on  Chrift  ;  Rom.  xiii.  14. 
"  Futon  ChriRJchs  the  Lord,  and  t[i?ik^T«^x^N^^Ts.\^ 
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tlie  flefli  to  fulfil  the  lufts  thereof."  Put  off  your  filthy 
garments,  Eph.  iv.  22.  put  on  Chrift.  It  is  true,  many 
put  on  Chrift,  as  a  man  puts  on  his  fiioe,  to  trample  \ 
upon  him*  Some  put  on  Chrift  as  a  man  doth  his  hat, 
which  he  lifts  to  every  paffenger ;  they  will  compliment 
every  ^  company  with  their  religion,  and  put  on  or  put 
off  their  profeffi^n  of  Chrift,  accordmg  as  the  company 
goes.  S  )me  put  him  on,  as  people  will  put  on  a  fine 
glaring  embroidery  upon  their  cloaths,  for  ornament, 
and  not  f  )r  ufe.  But  they  that  truly  put  on  Chrift,  as 
they  put  him  on,  never  to  put  him  off  again  ;  fo  they 
put  on  Chrift  as  a  robe  ;  particularly  the  robe  of  hs 
rightepufnels,  for  their  juftification;  -and  the  robe  of 
his  grace,  for  their  fanitification ;  that  is,  they  take 
him  in  his  merit,  to  juftify  them  ;  and  in  his  Spirit,  to 
fanftify  them  :  and  as  a  man  walks  in  his  robes  that  he 
hath  put  on,  fo  they  that  go  to  a  communion-table  in 
this  robe,  they  g.>  walking  in  Chrift  ;  and  fo  they  have 
the  wedding-garment,  and  fliall  have  the  Bridegroom's 
favour.  Here  is  the  robe  we  ought  all  to  walk  in:  it  is 
heaven^'s  parliament-robe ;  and  to  walk  in  it,  is  to  wear 
it;  and  to  wear  it,  is  to  walk  in  it.  To  have  Chrift, 
and  to  ufe  him,  is  the  fum  of  all  true  religion. 

But  to  return,  I  was  faying,  firft  let  all  your  religious 
adlions  be  a  part  of  your  walking  in  Chrift,  whether  it 
be  your  reading,  hearing,  prayings  praifmg,  communi- 
cating, or  the  like. 

2.  Let  all  your  civil  actions  alfo,  be  a  part  of  your 
walking  in  Chrift.  A  man  may  be  walking  in  Chrift, 
when  he  is  buying  and  felling,  if  he  be  afting  fpiritually, 
confcientioufly,  and  in  the  name  of  Chrift;  and  ac- 
'  knowledging  the  Lord  in  all  his  ways. — And  becaufe 
of  the  market  you  have  now  in  view,  I  fliall  tell  you 
what  are  the  finful  ways  that  people  take,  in  buying  and 
felling,  which  declare  that  they  are  not  walking  in  Chrift, 
when  ab:)ut  thefe  aftions. — There  is  the  difparaging  and 
under-rating  of  what  you  are  to  buy  ;  and  the  praifing 
and  over- valuing  of  what  you  are  to  fell;  and  both  withs 
out  juft  caufe  :  fee  Prov.  xx.  14.  "It  is  nought,  it  is 
nought,  faith  the  bu)''er ;  but  when  he  is  gone  his  way, 
then  he  boafteth," — ^There  uxVvi^  ^moC  ^bv\<ijx^  men's 
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fimplicity  and  un(kilfulnefs,and  ufmgfalfe  weights, balan- 
ces, and  meafures  to  deceive;  Prov.  xi.  1.  **  A  falfe 
balance  is  an  abomination  to  the  Lord." — ^Again,  fome 
will,  I  imderftand,  fet  oft'  the  goodlieft  face  of  their 
wares  outmoft  to  the  market ;  the  buyer  takes  all  to  be 
of  the  fame  fort,  at  the  word  of  the  leller.  Thus  they 
are  guilty  of  a  double  cheat;  they  cheat  their  neigh- 
bour's eye  with  their  wares,  and  cheat  their  mind  with 
their  words ;  and  thus  both  their  hands  and  lips  are  full 
of  cheating  and  deceit:  but  they  fliould  know  that  they 
cannot  cheat  God,  who  furely  will  not  let  them  thrive 
that  M'ay;  or,  if  they  feem  to  thrive,  it  is  with  his  curie 
wpon  their  gain.  God  hath  faid,  "  None  that  worketh 
abomination,  or  maketh  a  lie,  Ihall  enter  into  heaven;  but 
only  they  that  are  written  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life,** 
Rev.  xxi.  27.;  intimating,  that  thofe,  among  others,  who 
are  cheaters  and  liars,  they  may  well  read  their  names 
written  in  the  black  book  of  death  and  damnation  ;  but 
they  cannot  read  fuch  foul  names  as  theirs,  in  the  fair 
little  white  book  of  life,  the  Lamb's  book  of  life*— — 
O  Sirs,  there  is  a  way  of  walking  in  Chrift,  even  in  all 
your  natural,  religious,  and  civil  a£tion6.  The  dire&i-, 
on  then  that  I  was  giving,  is,  O  endeavour,  through 
grace,  that  every  a£tion  of  your  life,  may  be  a  ftep  for- 
v/ard  in  this  way,  by  doing  all  in  his  fear,  and  through 
his  grace. 

[3.]  The  third  direftion,  with  which  I  clofe,  is  to 
endeavour,  through  grace,  to  improve  all  thefe  means, 
and  to  make  confcicnce  of  the  diligent  ufe  of  all  the 
means,  that  tend  to  advance  this  Chriftian  walk  :  and 
"here  I  mention  thefe  four  means. 

1.  A  punftual  and  ferious  attendance  upon  gofpel- 
ordinances;  Prov.  viii.  34.  "  Bleffed  is  the  man  that 
heareth  me,  watching  daily  at  my  gates,  and  waiting  at 
th?  pofts  of  my  doors.'' 

2.  Frequent  converfation  with  gofpel-profeffors,  whofe 
walk  adorns  the  fame:  "  He  that  walketh  with  the  wife, 
ihair  be  .wife.''  See  H,eb.  vi.  12.  "  Be  not  llothful,  bat 
followers  of  them  who  thro'  faith  and  patience  inherit 
the  proraifes." 

3.  Prayer;  "  Continue  in -prayer,  ;jltv^  vj^xOcwvw^^ 
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fame,  with  thankfgiving,"  GoL  iv.  2.  Seek  the  aflifiancc 
of  the  gofpel  Spirit,  who  only  can  enable  you  to  this  walk, 
Luke  xi.  13.  Seek  him  as  a  Spirit  of  power  to  ftrength- 
en  you  ;  for,  it  is  he  that  worketh  in  you»  both  to  will 
and  to  do,  Phil.  ii.  13.  Seek  him  as  a  SjVirit  of  faith, 
that  by  fiith  in  exercife  you  may  abide  in  Ghrift  :  for, 
except  ye  abide"  in  him,  ye  cannot  bring  forth  fruit,  John 
XV.  4.  Tiiat  by  drawing  virtue  and  water  out  of  thefc 
wells  of  falvation,  and  fountain  of  life,  and  receiving 
out  of  his  fulnefs  grace  for  grace,  ye  may  live  on  him, 
and  v/alk  in  him.  And  that,  by  faith,  ye  may  make 
ufe  of  the  gofpel-promlle,  and  thereby  be  partakers  of 
the  divine  nature,  2  Pet.  i.  4.  And  that  by  this  faith 
ye  may  fix  all  your  refolves  for  duty,  in  the  ftrength  of 
the  Lord  God,  with  a  defign  to  make  honourable  men- 
tion of  the  Mediator's  righteoufnefs,  in  every  perform- 
ance, as  that  alone  whereby  ye  are  jullified  in  your 
perfons,  and  accepted  in  your  j^rformances,  Pfal.  Ixxi. 
16.  19.  24. 

4.  Spiritual  meditation  ;  "  I  thought  upon  my  ways, 
and  turned  my  feet  to  thy  teftimonies."  Meditate  on 
your  ways,  how  fmful  and  ungrateful  they  have  been; 
how  unlike  unto  the  ways  of  the  children  of  God,  and 
thofe  who  have  received  fo  many  favours.  Again, 
meditate  on  the  Lord's  way,  how  fweet,  pleafant,  profi- 
table, and  lionourable  it  is.-— And  though,  through  much 
tribulation  you  may  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
and  muft  refolve  upon  the  crofs  ;  yet  amidll  all  the 
croffes  of  the  way,  meditate  upon  thefe  two  things  in 
this  way  you  are  called  to  walk  in. 

(i.)  The  red  carpet  that  is  laid  over  all  the  way; 
that  is,  the  red  carpet  of  the  blood  of  Ghrifl::  and  as  the 
faints  have  always  overcome  by  the  blood  of  the  I-amb, 
fo,  by  this  blood  of  Ghrift,  you  fliall  overcome  all  the 
difficultie:3  in  the  way,  and  walk  upon  the  red  carpet. 

(2.)  The  white  pavement  that  is  below  the  carpet, 
all  along  the  way  you  walk  in  ;  and  that  is  the  white 
pavement  of  love,  the  love  of  God  in  Ghrift:  Song  iii.  10.; 
there  Solomon's  chariot,  reprefenting  the  gofpel  cove- 
nant, is  faid  to  have  a  covering  of  purple ;  there  is  the 
red  carpet  of  the  blood  cf  GKrlft ;  and  it  is  faid  to  be 
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.paved  witli  love,  for  the  daughters  of  Jerufalem  ;  there 
is  the  white  pavement  of  divine  love..  Now,  the  holy- 
meditation  and  perfuafion  of  God's  fpecial  love  in  Chrift, 
to  you  in  particular  :  his  love  already  nianifefted,  in 
what  he  hath  done  for  you,  and  in  you  :  his  love  to  be 
manifefted,  in  what  he  is  to  do  for  you,  in  conducing 
you  to  the  aftual  aftd  full  pofTeflicn  of  the  glorious  inhe- 
ritance referved  in  heaven  for  you  ;  nothing  will  more 
engage  to  a  gofpel-walk,  than  this  ;  the  love  of  Chrift 
will  conftrain  you,  2  Cor.  v.  14,  15.  Gal.  ii.  20.  i  Pet. 
i.  3,  4.  Pfalm  Ixxiii.  24. 

Negleft  not  thefe  niieans  ;  and  if  Satan  tempt  you, 
faying,  What  need  of  the  ufe  of  means,  fince  Gx;d  hath 
promifed,  to  caufe  you  to  walk  in  his  ftatutes  ?  Anfwer 
him  as  Chrift  did,  when  Satan  tempted  him,  to  caft 
himfelf  down  from  the  pinnacle  of  the  temple',  by.addu^ 
cing  the  promife  that  God  had  given  his  angels  charge 
over  him,  to  keep  him  in  all  his  v/ays  ;  his  anfwer  to 
Satan  was,  *'  It  is  written,  Thou  Ihalt  not  tempt  the 
Lord  thy  God."  '  So,  when  Satan  tempts  you,  to  call: 
yourfelf  from  the  pinnacle  of  th^  temple,  from  temple- 
means  and  ordinances,  let  your  anfwer  then  be, "  Thou 
flialt  not  tempt  the  Lord  thy  God.'*  To  negleft  the. 
means,  is  to  tempt  the  Lord.  Let  means  be  ufed  in 
dependance  on  the  Lord,  who  Only  can  put  a  bleffing  in 
the  means  :  they  are  like  pipes  and  conduits,  which 
convey  nothing,  unlefs  the  fountain  let  forth  of  its  water; 
fo  tliey  convey  nothing,  unlefs  the  Lord  fend  forth  a 
ftreara  thereby.  Therefore,  in  the  ufe  of  means,  be 
ftill  looking  to  the  Lord,  both  for  grace  to  ufe  the  means, 
and  grace  to  blefs  the  means. 

Now,  all  the  fermons  I  have  preached  upon  this  text, 
will  be  fo  many  ftanding  witnefles,  againft  all  the  un- 
believers of  this  congregation,  who  do  not  receive  Chrift 
Jefus  the  Lord ;  and  all  believers  that,, having  received 
him,  do  not  walk  in  him.  Be  reftkfs  then,  till  he  be 
received  into  your  hearts  and  fouls;  and,  having  received 
him,  fo  walk  in  him. 

May  the  Lord  himfelf  put  a  bleffingii  in  all  that  hath 
been  faid  from  this  text,  and  to  his  name  be  praife. 
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SERMON     XLVn,-.L. 

The  MAIN  QUESTION  of  the  GOSPEL-CATE. 
CHISM,   WJbat  think  ye  of  Cbriftf  * 

Matthew  xxii.  42.   What  think  ye  of  Chrift? 


MY  friends,  if  you  have  any  regard  to  the  voice  of 
the  Son  of  Grod,  fpeaking  to .  you  in  this  text, 
then,  to  be  fure,  the  application  of  it  is  begun,  before 
ever  we  come  to  the  explication  of  it.  Ajjd,  indeed,  if 
the  Lord  himfelf  would  open  and  apply  it  to  you,  you 
'Would  fee  more  in  it  than  we  can  tell  you.  Perhaps 
many  here,  when  the  minifter  reads  his  text,  turn  up 
their  Bibles,  and  put  a  mark  upon  the  place  of  fcrip- 
ture  :  very  well ;  but  then  they  think  there  is  the  mi- 
nifter's  text,  and  fo  no  more  of  it ;  as  if  it  were  only 
the  minifter's  concern,  or  at  moft,  that  it  is  only  the 
jninifter's  bufinefs  to  fpeak  to  his  text,  and  their  bufi- 
nefs  to  hear  what  he  fays.  J3ut,  my  friends,  you  would 
know,  that  you  have  here  more  than  a  text,  and  it  is 
my  bufmefs,  at  the  time,  not  only  to  read  you  a  text, 
but  to  aflc  you  a  queftion;  and  I  cannot  refume  my  text 
without  propofmg  it.  What  think  ye  of  CUrift  ?  And  it  is 
your  bufmefs,  not  only  to  hear  ferioufly  what  is  faid, 
but  to  anfwer  folemnly  iDefore  God  what  is  aiked, 
namely,  What  think  ye  of  Chrift  f  If  you  take  it  up 
fimply  as  my  text,  you  will  think  yourfelves  little  con- 
cerned .with  it ;    but  if  you  apprehend  it  as  Chrift's 

queftion 

»  This  fiibjcrt  was  the  fubftance  ©f  four  fermons,  preached  at  Port- 
iooakf&c*  on  facrani?nt;a\  occa^ious^  Ka^^w^iI^^iixv 
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queftion  to  you,  then  your  concern  is  great.  It  is  not 
my  queftion  only;  but,  as  Chrill  propoied  it  to  the 
Pharifees  here ;  fo,  your  hearing  it  repeated  to  you  in 
Chrift's  name,  and  from  his  word,  makes  it  his  queftion 
to  you,   What  think  ye  of  Cbrift  ? 

At  fuch  folemnities  as  this,  you  have  occafion  to  hear 
much  of  Chrift ;  but  now  the  queftion  is.  What  think 
ye  of  Chrift,  of  whom  you  hear  fo  much  ?  Many,  the 
more  they  hear  of  Chrift,  the  lefs  they  think  of  him  ; 
like  Ifrael,  when  they  had  the  manna  fo  plentifully 
rained  down  about  their  tent-doors,  they  thought  very  " 
little  of  it.  But,  wo  will  be  to  you,  who  hear  much  of 
Chrift,  and  yet  think  little  or  nothing  of  him  :  If  any 
man  love  not  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift^  fays  the  apoftle,  if 
he  hath  no  efteem  of  him,  let  him  be  Anathema  Ma- 
PAk-atha:  []i.  e.  accurfed  until  our  Lord  come.^  If  you 
have  the  facramental  fupper  in  view,  you  know  Chrift 
hath  ordered  you  to  fearch  and  try  before-hand,  faying, 
Let  a  man  examine  bimfelf  andfo  let  him  eat :  and  now, 
if  you  would  examine  to  purpofe,  I  cannot  fee  a  more 
fhort  and  fubftantial  queftion  in  all  the  Bible,  to  try 
yourfelves  by,  than  this  is,  What  think  ye  of  Chrift? 
Solomon  fays,  Prov.  xxiii.  7,  ''  As  a  man  thinketh^in  his 
heart,  fo  is  he  :^'  where  he  declares  the  man's  ftate 
to  be  according  as  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  go. — 
Now,  fo  it  is  here ;  truly,  according  as  you  think  in 
your  heart,  efpecially  concerning  Chrift,  fo  are  you, 
and  fo  is  your  ftate  in  God's  fight :  according  as  you 
think  highly  and  duly  of  Chrift  or  nqt,  fo  are  you 
either  a  gracious  or  a  gracelefs  man  ;  either  a  believer 
or  unbeliever  ;  either  a  man  fit  to  go  to  a  communion- 
table or  not;  and  therefore  enquire  into  it,  What  think 
ye  of  Chrift  P  The  trial  here  comes  to  a  narrow  point, 
vvrherein  God  only  can  be  the  witnefs,  who  will  be  the 
Judge.  You  may  decfeive  men  with  your  words  and 
works,  which  is  all  we  have  to  kiiow  you  by:  but  here 
you  are  called  to  try  yourfelves  by  your  thoughts, 
before  that  God  that  fearches  the  heart,  and  fees  the 
thought ;   What  think  ye  of  Chrift  ? 

The  occafion  of  Chrift's  propounding  his  queftion, 
was  this.     The  Pharifees  had  ptopofed  fev  tx^  Qja^^^xc?. 

Vol.  in.  ^    ^T  :     \^ 
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to  him  concerning  the  law,  by  which  they  thought  to 
have  expofed  him,  while  they  did  but  expofe  themfelves; 
particularly  from  verfe  15.   and  downward,  tliinking  to 
intangle  him,  *'  They  lent  forth  their  difciplcs  with  the 
Herodians,   faying.  Mailer,   what  thinkell  thou  ?   Is  it 
lawful  to  give  tribute  to  Caefar,  or  not  ?"  What  is  law- 
ful ?  or,  what  fays  the  law  concerning  this  ?    Chrift  an- 
fwers  the  queftion  to  their  allonifhment  and  confuiion. — 
Again,  from  \iix{^  23.  and  downward,  the  Sadducees, 
who  denied  the  refurreftion,  came  to  him  with  a  quef- 
tion on  that  head  ;   and  they  Itart  a  difficulty  out  of  the 
law  of  Mofes,  which  they  thought  was  irreconcilable 
with  the  do£lrine  of  the  refurreftion  :  but  Chrift  anfwers 
that  alfo,  and  puts  them  to  filence. — Again,  afterwards, 
from  verfe  34.  and  downward,  the  Pharifees  finding  that 
t!ie  Sadducees  were  filenced  by  him,  they  gather  toge- 
tlier  their  forces  to  puzzle  and  tempt  him  ;    and  one  of 
them,  that  was  a  lawyer,  comes  with  another  queftion 
to  him,  faying,  ''  Mailer,  what  is  the  great  command- 
ment in  the  law  ?'*     Now,  they  having  aflced  fo  many 
quelKons  at  him,  and  he  having  anf»vered  them  all,  it 
was  time  for  him  to  alk  thcni  a  quellion;   and  he  does  it 
while  they  are  gathered  together  in  confederacy  againft 
him ;    though  their  forces  v/erc  unite,  and  every  one 
prelent  to  help  another,  yet  he  puzzles  theiii ;   for  God 
delights  to  baftle  his  adverfaries,  and  conquer  Iiis  ene- 
mies, when  they  think  themfelves  llrongcll,  and  have 
all  the  advantages  they  can  defire.     Now,  Chrift  alked 
tliem  a  queftion,  which  they  could  eafily  anfwer :.  it 
was  a  queftion  in  their  own  catechifm;   What  think  yt 
of  Chrift  ?   And,  JVhofe  fojt  is  he  ?     They  anfwer  truly 
according  to  the  fcripture,  that  he  was  the  fon  of  David. 
This  they  were  tauu:ht,   from  Pfalm  Ixxxix.  35.   and 
f^n^'^ral  other  places,  Ihewing,  tliat  the  Meflias  was  to  be 
the  feed  of  David,  the  rod  out  of  the  ftem  of  JefFe.   But 
ucnv  Chrift  ftarts  a  difficulty  upon  their  anfwer,  which 
they  could  not  eafily  folve  ;    nay,  which  filenced  them, 
and  all  that  fought  occafion  againft  him,  ver.  43, 44, 45. 
If  Chrift  be  DiToicPs  fon^  bo^i)   then  is  he  David* s  Lordf 
Chrift    did   not    hereby    intend    to    enfnare  them,  as 
they. did  him,  but  to  mV\t\x&. xiv^Ta.  va.  ^  neceiTary  truth, 
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which  they  were  to  believe,  namely,  that  the  expefted 
Mefliah  is  God  as  well  as  man  ;  David's  Lord,  as  well 
as  David's  fon  ;  and  fo  both  the  root,  and  offspring  of 
David,  Rev.  xxii.  15.  Now,  herein  they  were  puzzled, 
and  put  to  filence. 

Many  are  proud  of  their  knowledge,  becaufe  they  can 
anfwer  iome  quelllons  of  their  catechifms,  as  the  Pha- 
rifees  here  did  in  general ;  but  yet  they  have  reafon  to 
be  afhamed  of  their  ignorance :  for  when  the  queftion 
is  opened  up,  they  cannot  confirm  the  truth  which  they 
affirm,  nor  reconcile  one  truth  with  another,  no  more 
than  the  Pharifees  here  could;  by  which  it  was  evident, 
tliat  though  they,  anfwered,  yet  they  did  not  underftand 
this  queilion,  which  he  propofcd,  i.  More  generally. 
What  think  yc  of  Cbrift^  the  Meffias  ?  2.  More  parti- 
cularly, Whofe  fon  is  be  P  It  is  the  queflion,  as  propofed 
in  general,  that  I  confine  myfelf  unto,  yet  not  exclud- 
ing the  other  branch  of  it,  as  the  fubjeft  may  bring  it  in. 
When  Ghrift  propofed  this  queftion  to  the  Pharifees, 
What  think  ye  of  Cbrift  ?  no  doubt  they  reclooned  their 
thoughts  of  the  Meffias  were  very  found  and  right  every 
way,  while  they  thought  he  was  the  fon  of  David ; 
but,  like  the  damnable  deluded  Arian  doflors  of  our  day, 
they  did  not  think  fo  highly  of  him,  as  to  apprehend 
him  to  be  the  Son  of  God  ;  they  did  not  think  fo  ho- 
nourably of  him,  as  to  own  his  being  the  fupreme  God, 
equal  with  the  Father ;  for  all  their  acquired  and  ima- 
gined knowledge,  there  was  more  in  that  queftion  than 
they  underftood.  What  think  ye  of  Chrift  ? 

The  Pharifees  had  afked  Chrift,  feveral  queftions 
concerning  the  law,  and  the  greater  precept  of  the  law; 
and  now  it  was  fit  that  Chrift  fliould  alk  them  a  quefti- 
on concerning  the  great  promife  of  the  gofpel :  they 
w^ere  fo  taken  up  with  the  law,  they  had  no  thought  of 
the  gofpel ;  they  thought  fo  much  of  Mofes,  that  they 
had  no  thought  of  Chrift;  therefore  fays  he.  What 
think  ye  of  Chrift?  Many  are  fo  full  of  the  law,  that  they 
forget  him,  wlio  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs^ 
to  every  ojie  that  believeth.  Here  is  a  queftion  to  check 
the  pride  of  the  legalifts,  Wl^at  think  ye  of  Chrift?  There 
is  a  depth  in  every  place  of  fcriplure,  w^vvcV-v  xk^ssva.'^'v^- 

T  2.  ^^^^^^^ 
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feertls  to  be  very  plain  to  the  carnal  eye,  yet  the  fpirit- 
ual  depth  thereof  cannot  be  founded  without  the  help  of 
the  Spirit  of  God :  there  is  alfo  a  great  depth  in  this 
queftion  ;  angels  cannot  found  the  depth  thereof,  they 
pry  into  it,  and  cannot  think  enough  of  Chrift ;  they 
can  never  tliink  too  much  of  him  r  and  what  fliall  men 
fay  in  anfwer  to  it,   What  think  ye  of  Cbrift  f,  ' 

To  divide  this  text  too  critically,  would,  I  fuppofe, 
be  the  way  to  confufe  it ;  but  I  think  every  word  hath 
an  emphaiis  therein. 

I.  There  is  an  cmphafis  in  the  interrogative  particle 
What:  Wniir  th'nik  ye  of  Chrift  f  What  place  do  you 
give  him  ?  What  value  do  you  put  upon  him  ?  What 
grandeur  and  glory  do  you  afcribe  unto  him  ?  V/hat 
efteem  have  you  of  him  ?   And  fo, 

2:  There  is  an  emphafis  in  the  verb  think:  fome 
think  UQt  of  him  at  all,  God  and  Chrift  is  not  in  all 
their  thoughts  ;  fome  think  meanly,  fome  think  bafely, 
fome  think  difhonourably,  fome  think  hardly  of  him : 
but  what  think  ye  ?  What  is  your  judgment  of  Chrift  ? 
What  is  your  opinion  of  hint  ?  What  is  your  fentiraent 
of  him  ?  What  is  your  apprehenfion  of  him  ?  How  ftand 
you  affefted  towards  him  ?  And  what  confideration  have 
you  of  him  ? 

3 .  There  is  an  emphafis  in  the  pronoun  ye :  What 
think  YE  of  Chrift?  ye  Pharifees  and  Sadducees  ;  What 
think  YE  of  Chrift  ?  Ye  that  are  fo  bufy  in  ilarting 
queftions  about  the  law.  What  think  ye  of  Chrift  j  the  end 
of  the  la^  ?  Ye  legalifts  and  felf-righteous  perfons, 
What  think  ye  of  Chrift  f  Yea,  though  it  was  put  to 
the  Pharifees  in  particular,  yet  it  concerns  all  in  gene- 
ral. The  trying  queftion  that  is  propofed  for  the  con- 
viftion  of  hypocrites,  and  to  find  them  out,  is  ufeftil 
for  the  confolation  and  confirmation  of  believers,  and 
for  difcovering  their  uprightnefs.  .  While  the  daughters 
of  Jerufalem  think  no  more  of  Chrift  than  of  another 
beloved,  fayinf^,  What  is  thy  beloved  more  than  another? 
the  fpoufe  of  Chrift  thinks  him  to  be  the  chief  among 
ten  thoufands.  Therefore,  it  comes  to  yo\j  all.  What 
think  ye  of  Chrift^  behevers  and  unbelievers  ?  Surely, 
to  them  that  believe  \ve  u  ^t^cyqm'^. 
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4.  There  is  an  empbafis  in  the  objeQ:  or  matter  of 
the  queftion,  Cbrift;  W'hat  tJbink  ye  of  Christ  ;  Wjiat 
think  ye  of  the  Mefiias  ?  What  think  of  the  Anointed 
of  God,  tlie  Chrill  of  God  ?  It  is  remarkable,  Ghrift  . 
fays  not  here,  What  think  ye  of  me  ?  But,  IV/baP  think 
yd  of  Christ  ?  that  is  God's  Anointed,  and  the  Meffias 
promifed  to  tlie  fathers:  and  hereby  it  is  intimate  to  us, 
that  as  Ghriil  loves  to  magnify  his  office,  as  the  Sent, 
and  Sealed,  and  Anointed  of  God ;  fo  we  cannot  have 
right  and  becoming  thoughts  of  him,  unlefs  we  appre- 
hend him  in  his  faving  offices,  to  which  he  is  authorized 
of  the  Father:  and  fo,  when  he  fays  not.  What  think  ye 
of  ME  ?  But,  What  think  ye  (?/ Christ  ?  He  does  not 
fimply  commend  himfelf,  but  his  Father  alfo,  who  anoint- 
ed him  to  tliat  office  ;  and  himfelf,  bearing  his  Father's 
comraiffion,  and  inverted  \yith  his  authority  to  fave  fin- 
Be  rs  :  What  think  ye  of  Cbrift?  Here  is  tlie  proper  ob- 
je£l  of  the  efteem  of  rational  creatures,  and  efpecially 
mankind  finners,  on  whom  their  thoughts  ought  to  be 
terminate.  It  is  not,  What  think  ye  of  God  abfolutely 
confidered  ?  For,  Ood  out  of  Chrift  is  a  confuming  fire. 
It  is  not,  What  think  ye  of  Mofes  I  You  magnify Mofes 
and  the  law ;  but  a  greater  than  Mofes  is  here,  even  he 
hy  whom  the  law  is  magnified  and  made  honourable.  It 
is  not,  what  think  ye  of  the  rainifters  and  their  fermons? 
Oh  !  they  are  nothing  but  the  image, of  death  without 
him!  but  the  quefl:ion  is.  What  think  ye  of  Chrift?  The 
word  itfelf  is  but  a  dead  letter  without  Chrift.  It  is  a- 
remarkable  faying  that  Chrift  hath  to  the  fame  purpofe, 
John  V,  39,  40.  "  Search  the  fcriptures,  for  in  them  ye 
think  ye  have  eterrial  life,  and  they  are  they  that  teftify 
of  me. — And  ye  will  not  come  to" me  that  ye  might  have 
life."  You  think  you  have  eternal  life  in  the  fcriptufe, 
but  the  fcripture  teftifies  of  me  ;  yet  ye  will  not  come  to 
me,  tho^  the  fcripture  teftifies  that  eternal  life  is  only  to 
be  had  in  me.  Ghrift  is  the  true  God  and  eternal  life, 
I  John  V.  20.  "  And  this  is  the  record,  that  God  hath 
given  us  eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son,''  ver.  11. 
Seeing,  then,  that  the  fcripture  teftifies  of  Chrift,  that 
eternal  life  is  in  him ;  in  vain  do  men  think  to  have 
<^temal  life,  even  in  the  fcripture,  vj\u\fe  Xiv^^  ^'^  ^^"^ 
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come  to  Clirift,  that  they  may  have  life.  People  may 
think  refpe£lfully  of  the  Ibripture,  and  yet  perifti  in  their 
ignorance,  and  die  in  a  delufion,  while  they  do  not  think 
refpeftfully  of  Chrill,  in  a  fuitqtblenefs  to  the  teftimony 
that  the  fcripture  gives  of  him  ;  therefore,  the  great 
queftion  is  ftill.  What  think  ye  of  Ckrift  P 

Observ.  T/bat  the  great  queftion  of  the  Cbriftian 
Catechifm^  by  which  people  are  to  try  $b^mfelvcSi 
is  thisy  What  thini^  ye  of  Christ  ? 

Here,  you  fee,  Chrift,  who  is  the  catecfiift,  that 
puts  the  queftion,  is  alfo  the  catechifm,  the  matter  of 
the  queftion.  It  is  to  this  fame  purpofe  that  Chrift 
demands  an  anfwer  to  this  queftion,  both  with  refpeS 
to  the  people  in  general,  what  they  thought  of  Chrill ; 
and  alfo  with  refpeft  to  the  difciples  themfelves,  what 
they  thought  of  him,  Luke  ix.  i8,  19,  20.  "  Whom  fay 
the  people  that  I  am  ?"  What  is  the  fentiment  and 
opinion  of  the  people  about  Chrift  ?  It  is  anfvvered  for 
the  people,  that  fome  took  him  for  John  the  Baptift, 
fome  for  Elias,  fome  for  one  of  the  old  prophets  :  they 
had  an  cfteem  of  Chrift,  but  not  according  to  his  worth 
and  excellency,  his  grandeur  and  glory.  Well,  but 
fays  Chrift  to  his  difciples,  '^  Whom  fay  ye  that  I  am?" 
What  is  your  thought  and  judgment  ?  Peter  anfwers, 
in  the  name  of  the  reft,  faying,  '^  Thou  art  the  Chrift 
of  God.''  Believers  only  can  anfwer  this  queftion  to 
purpofe,  What  think  ye  of  Chrift  ? 

The  method  which  I  would  here  effay  to  profecute, 
^s  the  Lord  may  aflift,  fliall  be  the  following,  viz. 

I.  To  premife  fome  general  remarks  for  clearing  of 
this  doftdne. 

II.  To  ftiew  what  is  the  import  of  this  queftion,  in 
the  feveral  parts  thereof. 

III.  Offer  fome  reafons  of  the  do£trine,  fliewing  why 
this  is  the .  leading  and  trying  queftion  in  the 
Chriftian  catechifm. 

JV.  Deduce  fome  inferences,  and  fo  make  application 
oi  tiie  p^int,  for  uifotmm^  ol  owe  mvcds^  trying 
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of  our   ftate,  and  directing  of  our  tlioughts   and 
affeftions  concerning  Chriih 

1.  The  firll  head  propofed  Is,  To  offer  fome  general 
remarks  for  clearing  of  the  doctrine. 

I-  Remark^  '  That  man  is  a  thoughtful,  or  a  think- 
*  ing  creature.'  God  created  him  with  a  thinking  fa- 
culty, capable  of  difcurfive  thought  and  ratiocination  ; 
capable  of  rational  cogitation  concerning  God,  and  fpi- 
ritual  objefts,  and  celellial  things  ;  which  beafts,  that 
have  fome  fort  of  thoughts,  yet  are  not  capable  of.  I 
need  not  infift  upon  this,  for  fome  of  you  know,  that 
even  Pagan  philofophers  are  acquaint  with  this,  and 
that  heathen  poets  have  inferred  it  from  the  very  frame 
and  ftru£lure  of  the  human  body  ;  as  Ovid, 

Pronaque  cum  fpe6lant  animalta  c£tera  terrain^ 
Os  bomini  fublime  dedit :   C^lumque  tueri 
y^JP^i  ^  eredlos  adfidera  tollere  vultui  *. 

Meta.  lib.  i.  fab.  2 
UMan  was  endowed  above  beafts  with  a  faculty  -capable 
^of  celellial  contemplation.  It  is  peculiar  to  the  creatures 
called  Men  and  Angels,  to  think  of  God,  and  to  think 
of  Chrift;  other  creatures  'are  not  capable  of  fuch 
thoughts:  this  is  plainly  fuppofed  in  this  quellion, 
What  think  ye  of  Chrift  ?  .  - 

2.  Remark'^  *  That  man's  thoughts,  together  with  all 

*  the  faculties  and  powers  of  his  foul,  have  got  fuch  a 

*  dafh  by  the  fall  of  Adam,  that  they  were  fet  a  waver- 

*  ing  after  other  objefts,  befides  God  the  chief  good  : 

*  yea,  the  fall  in  a  manner  dafhed  out  his  brains ;  and 
'  his  head  being  brdcen,  God  went  out  of  his  head, 

*  and  the  creature  came  in.*    Since  that  time^  he  could 
iiever  have  a  right  thought  of  God  in  his  head  :  yea, 

•  God  is  not  in  all  his  thoughts;  innumerable  other  things 
fill  up  the  room  which  God  Ihould  have.  He  created  man 
zipright^  but  be  bath  found  out  many  inventions j  infomuch 
that  now  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  is 
anly  evil  continually yGen,  vi.  5.  The  world,  and  the  lulls 

*  i,  e,  '^  While  other  animals  look  downwartls  upon  the  earth, 
*<  the  Creator  gave  man  a  lofty  face;  and  ordered  him  to  lock 
*^  to  heaven^  and  lift  bis  countenance  upng\it  toviw^ia  V\it  ^i^asC  ^^  " 

T  4  Nhx^X^^\v 
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thereof,  do  moncpoHze  and  ingrofs  all  the  thoughts  of 
the  children  of  men,  and  Gcd  is  thruft  out  of  them ; 
there  is  ;io  room  for  God,  or  the  Son  of  God.  This 
wrong  fet  of  thoughts  is  alfo  here  fuppbfed  in  the  quef- 
tion,    iVbat  think  ye  of  Cbrijt.  ? 

3.  Remark^  "  That  whatever  confufed  thoughts,  and 
"  dark  apprchenfions  men  may  naturally  h^ve,  now  in 
*'  their  fallen  ftate,  concerning  God  ai^d  his  law,  hke 
**  the  confufed  chaos, Gen, i.  2, ''  Without  form  and  void, 
"  and  darknefs  upon  the  face  of  the  deep  ;•'  yet  thoughts 
*'  of  Chrift,  or  of  God  in  Chrill,  are  what  no  man  could 
''  ever  have  had  jn  the  leaft  glimmering  idea  by  nature, 
*'  without  divine  goipel-revelation.''  Adam  fallen  re- 
tained feme  awful  and  terrible  thought^  of  God ;  but  no 
thought  could  he  ever  have  had  of  Chrift,  unlefs  God  had 
revealed  him  as  the  feed  of  the  woman  that  was  to  bruife 
the  head  of  the  ferpent.  This  is  the  myftery  that  >vas 
hid  from  ages  and  generations  ;  the  great  myftery  of 
godlinefs,  Gcd  maniftfted  in  the  fejlj  ;  God  in  Chrift, 
reconciling  the  world  to  himfelf,  could  not  enter  into  cur 
thoughts.  Some  natural  impreffions  men  have  of  God 
as  a  lavv-givcr,  ftanding  upon  terms  of  obedience  with 
them,  according  to  the  firft  covenant,  [namely,  of  works] 
made  with  the  firft  Adam ;  but  God  in  Chrift,  as  the 
^nd  of  the  law  for  righteoufncfs,  and  fulfilling  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  the  law  in  the  finner's  room,  is  fuch  a  hid* 
den  myftery,  fo  i^v  above  the  natural  thoughts  of  man, 
that  even  where  the  objeftive  revelation  of  this  myftery 
is  made,  without  the  fubjeftive,  internal,  f^ving  illurai- 
nation  in  the  knowledge  thereof,  men  cannot  have  or 
entertain  any  due  apprchenfions  of  it,  but  remain  doting 
upon  their  legal  dreams  and  imaginations  concerning 
God,  as  in  the  old  covenant  relation  to  them.  This  was 
evident  in  the  Pharifees  here,  notwithftanding  of  the 
gofpel-light  they  had  both  from  the  Old  Teftament  pro- 
phecies  and  promifes  of  Chrift,  and  from  the  rays  of  the 
Sun  of  righteoufnefs,  himfelf,  now  arifen  among  them  5 
ftill  they  were  doting  upon  the  law,  and  had  fome  dark 
thoughts  of  God  with  relation  thereto ;  therefore  Chrift, 
to  direft  their  .thoughts  in  the  only  way  to  God,  he 
}sads  them  to  himfelf.   And  ?i^  \5c^^  ^\lcA^t,'s.  ^^mfelves^ 
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being  but  partly  enlightened  herein,  need  to  be  direct- 
ed in  their  faith  and  fpiritual  tlioughts  of  God,  that  they 
be  not  legal,  terminating  upon  God  abfolutely,  but  evan- 
gelically upon  Chrilt,  or  God  in  him,  John  xiv.  i.  "  Ye 
believe  in  God,  believe  alfo  in  me;"  fo  much  more  do 
blind  Pharifees  need  to  be  dire£led  to  the  right  road,  a% 
here  our  Lord  does.  Ye  think  of  God,  but,  What  think 
ye  of  Cbrift  ? 

4.  Remark^    '  When  Ghrift  is  revealed,  people  may 

*  think   of  him,    and   yet   think   amifs,    unleis   their 

*  thoughts  be  fpiritualized  by  a  fupernatural  change  cf 

*  the  mind,  and  faving  illumination  of  their  underiland- 

*  ing  in  the  knowledge  of  Ghrift/  Thoughts  may  be 
confidered  as  either  rational  and  fpeculative,  which  v&. 
juft  the  work  of  the  brain,  and  lies  only  in  a  bare  theo- 
ry of  divine  things  ;  or,  as  praftical  and  fpiritually  ope- 
rative,  which  does  not  reft  in  the  head,  but  afiefts  the 
heart,  and  fets  the  affe£lions  in  n^otion  towards  divine 
things,  and  raifes  the  fpiritual  eftimation  thereof.  Now, 
whatever  thoughts  pf  Chriil  the  natural  man  may  have 
in  the  former  fenfe,  yet  no  fuitable  thoughts  of  Chrift 
can  he  have  in  tlie  latter  fenfe,  till  a  fupernatural  change 
be  wrought  by  faving  illumination.  It  is  as  impoffible  in 
the  black  ftate  of  nature  to  tliink  upon  Chrift,  or  fpiri- 
tual things,  in  a  fpiritual  manner,  as  it  is  for  a  man  that 
was  born  blind  to  judge  of  colours,  or  to  be  taken  up 
with  their  beauty  and  luftre ;  The  natural  man  receives 
not  the  things  ofGod^  they  are  faolijbnefs  unto  him^  neither 
can  be  know  them^for  they  are  fpiritually  difcerned^  I  Cor. 
ii.  14.  This  difcerning  he  cannot  have,  till  be  be  tran- 
flated  out  of  darknels  to  God's  marvellous  light,  andtiH 
the  God,  who  commanded  light  to  Ihine  out  of  darkaefs, 
fhine  into  his  heart,  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of 
the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift,  2  Cor.  iv.  6. 
People  then  may  think  of  Chrift,  and  yet  think  amifs, 
without  this  faving  illumination.  This  is  alfo  fuppofecl 
here  in  the  queftion :  for  the  Pharifees  did  not  want 
feme  thoughts  of  Chrift  the  Meffias,  and  partly  right; 
thoughts  too  upon  the  matter,  while  they  thought  he 
was  the  Son  of  David  ;  yet  they  were  fo  far  from  being 
right  thoughts  of  Chrift,  as  God-mati^  ^tA  ^^  x^  "Csx^ 
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manner  of  thinking  of  him,  that  they  had  no  due  efteem 
of  the  true  Chrift;  nay,  He  was  defpifed  and  rejeSled  of 
men  J  as  a  root  out  of  a  dry  ground^  and  as  having  no  form 

,  or  comelinefs^  Ifa.  liii.  3.  And  thus  he  is  ftill  under- 
valued by  multitudes,  who  yet  judge  they  have  right 
enough  thoughts  of  Chrift;  they  think  of  him,  but  think 
amifs  :  and  therefore  the  queftion  is  not  merely  concern- 
ing  the  adt  of  thinking,  but  the  quality  thereof;  it  is  not,, 
have  you  any  thoughts  of  Ghrift  ;  do  you  ever  think  of 
him  ?  but  it  is,  What  think  ye  of  him  ? 

5.  Remark^  *  That  man's  thoughts  are  within  God's 
*  jurifdidlion,  and  under  his  authority.'  The  com- 
mands of  God  extend  not  only  to  the  outward,  but  the 
inward  man  of  the  heart,  and  confequently  further  than 
ever  any  earthly  command  could  go  ;  where  was  there 
ever  a  monarch  that  could  give  out  fuch  laws,  as  would 
bind  the  heart  and  thoughts  of  men  ?  If  any  mortal 
ihould.make  a  law,  that  his  fubjefts  fhoiild  not  dare, 
upon  their  peril,  to  welcome  a  traiterous  thought  againft 
hi^  royal  perfon,  otherwife  he  would  be  revenged  upon 
them ;  really  fuch  an  one  would  deferve  to  be  laughed 
at  for  his  pride  and  folly,  more  than  Caligula,  who  threa- 
tened the  air,  if  it  durll  rain  when  he  v/as  at  his  paftime, 
who  yet  durft  not  look  upon  the  air  when  it  thundered. 
It  were  the  height  of  madnefs,  for  any  crowned  head 
in  the  world,  or  potentate  on  earth,  fo  far  to  forfeit 
their  reafon,  as  to  think,  that  the  thoughts  of  men's 
hearts  were  within  their  territories  or  jurifdiftion  :  but 
behold,  they  are  all  under  the  authority  of  God  ;  for 
his  name  is  ^^^htyntdi^^^  the  Searcher  of  the  hearty  A6b 
i.  24.  and  the  Trier  of  the  reins  of  the  children  of  men. 
Think  not  that  thoughts  are  free,  any  more  than  your 
words  or  aftions  before  God.  It  is  his  prerogative  to 
lay  bands  upon  the  inner  man,  and  to  judge  the  fecrets 
of  men  by  Jefus  Chrift,  Rom.  ii.  16.  who  is  here  the  ca- 
techift,  putting  the  queftion  to  you  ;  and  he  is  the  fitteft 
hand,  for  he  knows  what  way  your  thoughts  are  run- 
ning :  he  is  the  witnefs,  and  will  be  the  judge  of  your 
thoughts,  which  are  all  under  his  jurifdiftion.  There- 
fore  it  is  his  unqueftionable  right,  to  call  you  to  an  ac- 

count  of  your  thoughts  ;  tl\o\\g)\X^  ^te  ^^  Vx^M^^  ^xvi^  e.N\- 
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dent  as  action  to  him;  Hob.  iv.  12,13.  '*  The  Word  of 
G<xl,'[the  efiential  Word,  the  Word  that  Hi}as  made  fej}j^'\ 
is  quick  and  powerful,  and  Iharper  than  any  two-edged 
fword,  piercing  even  to  the  dividing  afunder  of  foul  and 
fpirit,  and  of  the  joints  and  marrow,  and  is  a  difcerner 
of  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart;  neither  is  tliere 
any  creatui'e  that  is  not  manifeft  in  his  fight ;  but  all 
things  are  naked,  and  open  unto  the  eyes  of  him  with 
v/honi  we  have  to  do."  He  knows  our  thoughts  afar 
off,  even  before  we  conceive  them ;  and  thoughts  are  ac- 
tiims  before  him  :  heart-lhouo;hts  are  heart-a6ts,  and  real 
deeds  in  his  figiit;  the  adulterous  th(;ught  is  adultery  be- 
fore him,  and  will  be  judged  as  fuch  ;  the  covetous 
thought,  is  idolatry  before  him  ;  the  malicious  thought, 
is  murder;  and  the  unbelieving  thought,  is  unbelief;  the 
contemning  thought  of  Chrift,  is  cmiteirrpt  itfelf-:  he  is 
an  infinite  Spirit,  that  fees  your  thcmghts  better  than 
men  fee  your  actions  ;  and  tlierefore  anfvver  for  your 
thoughts  to  him.      What  think  ye  of  Cbrift  ? 

6 .  Remark^  '  That  as  men  may  expecl  to  be  cate- 
^  chifed,   and  examined  of  God,  with  refpcdt  to  their 

*  thouglits,  as  well  as  tlieir  attions,  fo  efpecially  con-  ' 

*  ecming  their  thoughts  of -Chrift.'  And  as  G(xi  will 
judge  us  by  the  thoughts  we  have  of  Chriil,  fo  we  ought 
to  try  and  judge  ourfelves  by  this  rule ;  for  as  our 
thoughts  are,  fo  are  we ;  yea,  God's  thoughts  of  us 
are  according  to  our  thoughts  of  Chrift.  If  we  think  no- 
thing of  Chrift,  God  thinks  nothing  of  us  ;  if  we  think 
highly  of  Chrift,  God  thinks  highly  of  us  in  him  :  for, 
as  God's  thoughts  of  Chrift  are  very  high  and  honoura- 
ble, he  being  the  Father's  darling  and  delight,  Ifa.  xlii. 
5.;  fo,  when  our  thoughts  of  Chrift,  in  fome  meafure, 
agree  with  God's  thoughts  of  him,  and  we  think  highly 
and  honourably  of  him,  as  God  does  ;  furely  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  we  have  tlie  Spirit  of  God  ;  and  that  as  God 
is  well-pleafed  with  (llhrift,  fo  he  is  well-pleafed  with  us 
in  him.  Now,  if  (Hir  thoughts  and  hearts  condemn  us 
in  this  matter,  ''  God  Is  greater  than  our  hearts,  and 
knows    all   things  ;"    but  if  our  hearts   and  thoughts 

'  condemn  us  not,  then  we  have  confidence  towards  God, 
I  John  ui.  20j2i.     It  is  true,  ^^  tv^\.ux?\  cqv&sa^^^:^  ^^ 
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men,  and  their  thoughts,  may  accufe  or  excufe,  and  fo 
pondemn  or  juftify  them,  according  as  they  do  good  or 
€vil,  Rom.  ii.  15.;  and  to  be  thus  condemned  and  jufti- 
iied,  is  no  evidence  of  the  man's  ftate  before  God ;  for 
this  only  fliews  the  work  of  the  law,  written  in  our 
hearts  by  nature,  even  the  covenant  of  works,  which 
lays.  That  the  doer  of  the  law  Ihall  be  juftified,  ver.  13. 
and  the  breaker  of  the  law  condemned.  Thefe  are  fome 
of  the  beams  of  nature's  light :  all  men  may  find  them- 
felves  condemned  here,  and  they  that  think  themfelves 
juftified  here  befoi'e  God^  by  their  good  deeds,  they  but 
dlfcover  their  ignorance  of  the  law,  which  condemns  all 
vain  and  evil  thoughts,  as  well  as  evil  deeds ;  and  there- 
fore no  man  can  have  his  heart  and  thoughts  juftifying 
him  before  God,  nor  a  good  confcience  or  confidence  to- 
wards God,  till  once  he  come  to  think  duly  of  Chrift, 
from  whom  the  law  hath  got  full  fatisfaftion  to  all  its 
conimands  and  demands,  and  by  whofe  blood  the  fiery- 
law  is  extinguilhed :  the  confcience  being  fprinked  with 
that  blood,  and  fo  purged  from  dead  legal  works  to  ferve 
the  living  God,  the  man  hath  confidence  towards  God, 
according  to  the  meafure  06  his  faith,  and  regular 
thoughts  of  Chrift.  The  more  a  man  thinks  upon  the 
law,  the  more  his  thoughts  condemn  him,  if  he  un- 
derftood  the  fpirituality  of  the  law :  but,  the  more  he 
thinks  of  Chrift,  as  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnel's, 
the  more  will  his  thoughts  and  confcience  fmile  upon 
him,  and  give  him  confidence  towards  God ;  for,  we 
have  boldnefs  to  enter  into  the  holieft,  anci  to  come  to  a 
holy  God,  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  Heb.  x.  19.  Tl^ey  that 
think  much  of  themfelves,  and  think  little  or  nothing 
of  Chrift,  they  are  leatt  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  yea, 
they  are  not  of  that  kingdom  at  all ;  they  defpife  Chrift, 
and  Gbd  defpifes  them  :  but  they  that  think  little  of 
themfelves,  or  think  nothing  of  themfelves,  but  think 
much  of  Chrift,  and  think  every  way  highly  and  ho- 
nourably of  him,  they  are  great  in  the  kingdom  of  God ; 
Chrift  is  great  in  their  eye,  and  they  are  great  in  God's 
eye,  being  accepted  in  the  Beloved:  therefore,  the  great 
queftion  is,  What  think  ye  of  Chrift? 
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II.  The  fecond  head  propofed,  was,  To  ihew  the  im- 
port of  this  queftion,  What  think  ye  of  Cbrift  P  That 
people  may  not  deceive  themfelves  with  paffing  tlioughts 
they  may  have  of  Chrift,  I  would  more  clofely  open  up 
the  meaning  and  import  of  the  queftion  ;  and  this  being 
the  main  head  upon  the  doftrinal  part,  we  mull  explain 
the  feveral  branches  of  the  queftion,  and  fo  ihew  the 
import  of  it.  i,  Objeftively,  with  refpeft  to  the  objeft, 
Christ.  2.  Aftively,  with  refpecl  to  the  adl  of  think- 
ing. 3.  Formally^  with  refpecl  to  the  quality  of  the  a£l^ 
what  fort  of  a  thought  it  is ;  What  think  ye  of  him  ? 
4.  Subjeftively,  with  refpeft  to  the  perfons  that  are  the 
fubje£ts,  je  /  What  think  ye  of  Chrift  P 

iff  J  Then,  I  am  to  confider  the  import  of  this  quef- 
tion, with  refpefl  to  the  objeft,  or  matter  of  oyr  thoughts, 
namely,  Christ  :  IVhat  think  ye  of  Chrift  ?  And  here 
I  own  it  is  impoflible  for  me  to  go  through  all  that  I 
thought  might  be  faid  here  :  there  are  fo  many  things 
in  Chrift,  that  I  found  to  be  the  matter  of  the  queftion, 
he  being  all  in  all,  and  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  be- 
ing in  him,  that  before  ever  I  was  aware,  there  were 
more  than  an  hundred  queftions  occured  to  me,  that 
might  be  put  upon  this  one  particular ;  and  therefore  I 
, found  a  neceffity  of  reftrifting  myfelf.  And  though,  if 
time  allow,  in  the  application  I  may,  through  grace, 
dilate  upon  fome  of  thefe ;  yet  at  prefent  I  Ihall  confine 
myfelf  to  what  I  judge  precifely  to  be  the  fcope  of  the 
text  and  context,  and  the  intent  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in 
this  queftion,  What  think  ye  of  Chrift?  That  is,  i.  What 
think  ye  of  his  righteoufnefs?  2.  Wliat  think  ye  of  his 
pedigree  ?  3.  What  think  ye  of  his  j^rfon  ?  4.  What 
think  ye  of  his  anointing  ?  Thefe  four,  I  fuppofe,  w6 
will  find  as  the  fpecial  import  of  the  queftion  here. 

[i.]  What  think  ye  of  his  righteoufnefs  ?  This  I  place 
firft,  becaufe  I  judge,  from  what  goes  before,  as  the 
occafion  of  this  queftion,  that  the  great  defign  of  Chrift 
therein  was  to  lead  off*  thefe  felf- righteous  Pharifees  fronl 
the  righteoufnefs  of  works  and  of  the  law,  concerning 
which  all  their  queftions  were  put  to  him,  and  to  lead 
them  to  another  righteoijfnefs,  even  tc^hlmfelf  as  the 
Lord  their  rightcoufaek.  the  end  ot  \3[v^\^>n*     K's^'^S.  V^ 
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had  faid,  You  think  to  be  juftified  by  the  deeds  of  the 
law  ;  but,  how  is  that  poffible,  feeing  by  the  law  is  the 
knowledge  of  fin?  Rom*  iii.  20.  If  ye  will  Hand  clofe  to 
thefe  old- covenant  terms  with  God,  then  let  the  law  it- 
felf  catechife  you.  Where  is  your  righteoufnefs  of  na- 
ture and  practice,  that  the  law  requires?  Where  is  your 
righteoufnefs  of  thought,  word,  and  deed,  that  it  requires?  ' 
Where  is  your  righteoufnefs  of  afieftion  and  a£lion  that  it 
requires?  Where  is  your  perfeft,  perfonal,  and  perpetual 
obedience;  your  righteoufnefs  internal  in  heart,  external 
ill  life,  and  eternal  in  duration  which  the  law  requires  ? 
for,  "  Gurfed  is  every  one  that  continues  not  in  all  things 
written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them,"  Gal.  iii.  10. 
The  law  will  tell  you,  that  tliough  you  keep  it  wholly, 
and  yet  offend  in  one  point,  you  are  guilty  of  all,  James 
ii.  20.  Now,  is  there  no  point  wrong  in  your  ftate,  na- 
ture, heart,  or  thought,  all  your  days,  not  to  fpeak  of 
your  words  and  aftions?  If  there  be,  then  you  are  guilty 
of  all;  and  feeing  by  the  law  is  the  knowledge  thus  of 
your  fin  and  guilt,  how  can  you  be  juiliSed  by  the  law? 
Can  that  holy,  righteous  law,  pronounce  you  jull  and 
righteous?  No,  no:  in  vain  do  you  think  of  righteouf- 
nefs by  the  law  :  therefore,  what  think  ye  of  Chrift  the 
Mefiias,  who  is  called  Jehovah-tsidkexu;  the  Lord  our 
righteoufnefs,  Jer.  xxiii.  6.  It  is  he  that  came  to  fulfil 
the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  in  his  own  perfon,  really 
and  aftively,  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  might  be 
fulfilled  in  us,  imputatively  and  pafiively,  Rom.  viii.  4. 
Is  not  this  the  only  righteoufnefs  that  magnifies  the  law 
and  makes  it  honourable?  You  magnify  your  own  righ- 
teoufnefs, which  does  but  difgrac^  and  difhonour  the  law; 
but.  What  tbhik  ye  of  Cbriftf  Do  you  magnify  and  ho- 
nour him,  as  the  Lord  your  righteoufnefs  ?  Ought  not 
you  to  magnify  that  righteoufnefs  that  magnifies  the  law, 
feeing  it  is  more  than  an  angelical  righteoufnefs  ?  It  is 
not  the  righteoufnefs  of  a  man  only,  or  of  David's  fon  ; 
but  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  and  of  David's  Lord.  If 
you  think  no  more  of  Chrifl:  but  that  he  is  David's  fon, 
no  wonder  than  you  be  relying  upon  and  following  after 
the  law,  and  a  poor  pitiful  righteoufnefs  of  your  own  ; 
you  have  never  feen  the  glory  oi  OVvt\&'^x\'^Vv^ou{\vef^; 
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but  if  you  think  duly  of  Chrift,  you  will  fee  him  to  be 
the  Lord  Jehovah,  and  his  righteoufnefs  to  be  a  glo- 
rious divine  righteoufnefs,  fo  as  you  will  count  all  things 
but  lofs  and  dung  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of 
him,  and  to  be  found  in  him,  not  having  your  own  righ- 
teoufnefs that  is  after  the  lav/,  but  the  righteoufnefs  which 
is  of  God  in  Chrift,  by  faith,  Phil.  ii.  8,  9.  Let  all  your 
queftions  about  the  law  then,  might  Chrift  fay,  give  way 
to  this  great  queftion.  What  think  ye  of  Chrift,  and  his 
law-biding  righteoufnefs  ?  Your  righteoufnefs  will  not 
abide  the  firft  fire  of  the  law,  when  it  comes  to  be  dif- 
charged  againft  you,  and  to  exaft  obedience  and  fatisfac- 
tion;  but  Chrift's  obedience  and  death  anfwcrs  the  whole 
charge  of  its  precept  and  fanftion  both  to  the  full : 
therefore,  IVbat  think  ye  of  Chrift  ?  and  what  think  ye 
of  his  righteoufnefs  ?  This  is  the  firft  thing  imported  in 
this  queftion,  as  it  ftands  herc. 

{[2.]  What  think  ye  of  his  pedigree  ?  That  this  is 
imported  in  the  queftion,  appears  from  the  connexion 
alfo,  Whofefon  is  be  P  What  think  ye  of  his  pedi^jree  ? 
They  thought  it  was  eafy  to  anfwer  that  queftion,  by 
faying  only.  He  is  David's  f 071.  They  might  have  known 
it  was  not  fo  eafy  to  anfwer  that  queftion,  if  they  had 
confidered  the  queftion  of  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  chap.  liii. 
8.  Who  Jhr.ll  declare  bis  generation?  And  the  dcfcrip- 
tion  which  that  prophet  gives  of  him,  Ifa.  ix.  6.  that 
the  name  of  the  Meflias,  the  child  bom,  and  fon  given 
to  us,  ftiould  be,  Wonderful,  Counfellor,  and  the  mighty 
God,  the  everlafting  Father,  thePrince  of  peace. — What 
think  ye  of  his  pedigree  as  he  is  man  ?  No  doubt  this 
was  partly  implied  in  the  queftion;  for  Chrift  did  not 
difprove  their  anfwer,  though  it  was  but  to  the  leaft  part 
of  the  queftion:  He  is  David* s  fon^  fay  they;  and  it  is 
right  to  think  of  him  as  the  fon  of  David,  cloathed  with 
our  nature :  here  was  the  great  myftery  of  godlinefs,  God 
manifefted  in  the  flejlo.  It  was  no  myftery  for  the  Pha- 
rifees  to  think  only  that  he  was  the  fon  of  David;  David 
had  other  fons,  and  a  numerous  feed  :  and  if  that  be 
all,  that  he  was  the  fon  of  David,  they  might  thus  think 
of  Chrift,  and  yet  think  notliing  of  him.  But  it  is  ano- 
ther \hjng  to  think  of  him  as  God  m  gut  \y;i\.u\^*    "SS- 


304  I'be  Main  ^eftion         Ser.XLVIL&?c. 

we  think  duly  of  Chrlft  as  the  fon  of  David,  or  in  hu- 
man nature,  then,  muft  we  not  think  that  God  is  come 
very  near  to  us,  fo  as  there  is  a  natural  fibnefs  betwixt 
him  and  us,  he  being  bone  of  our  bone,  and  flelh  of  our 
flefli  ?  Muft  we  not  think,  that  he  wonderfiiUy  emptied 
himfelf  of  his  divine  glory,  and  humbled  himfelf  unto 
death  ?  Tho'  he  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with 
God,  yet  he  fiiffered  himfelf  to  be  denuded  of  his  glory, 
cloathed  with  rags  of  our  flefti:  God  calls  him  the  Man 
that  is  his  Fellow ;  yet  he  was  made  a  fellow  to  thieves 
and  malefaftors,  and  a  murderer  preferred  before  him. 
Tho'  he  was  the  Prince  of  life,  yet,  as  the  word  may 
be  rendered,  he  EVAcuATt:D  or  emptied  himfelf  unto 
death;  and  yet,  to  them  that  know  him,  he  is  moft 
lovely,  even  in  his  greateft  abafement.  What  think  ye 
of  Chrift  as  man,  as  the  fon  of  David,  the  fon  of  man, 
a  man  of  the  fame  infirmities  with  us,  except  finfut 
infirmities  ?  ''  He  was  made  in  all  things  like  unto  us, 
fin  only  excepted.'' .  He  becanie  a  poor  man,  in  all 
outward  refpefts;  a  diftrefled  man,  "  A  man  of  fbrrows, 
and  acquainted  with  grief;"  a  tempted  man,  tofled  and 
tempted  of  the  devil  fometimes,  he  going  through  all  the 
ages  of  a  man,  firft  conceived,  then  born,  then  a  babe, 
then  a  youth,  and  at  laft  the  perfeft  ftature  of  man : 
He  became  a  mortal  man,  and  accordingly  was  put  to 
'  a  painful  and  Ihameful  death  ;  yet  a  holy  man,  a  won- 
derful man,  a  God-man  :  What  think  ye  of  the  man 
Chrift  Jefus? — ^But  the  main  thing  imported  in  the  quef- 
4ion  here  with  relation  to  his  pedigree,  is.  What  think  ye 
of  his  pedigree,  as  he  is  God?  What  think  ye  of  Chrift, 
in  this  refpeft  ?  For  to  feparate  Chrift  from  God,  is  to 
make  him  no  Chrift ;  therefore,  the  queftion  is.  What 
think  ye  of  Chrift^  *L\3hofc  fon  is  Jbcy  witli  refpeft  to  his 
divine  nature,  as  well  as  his  human  nature  ?  That  this 
was  the  import  of  the  queftion,  appears  from  his  reply 
to  their  anfwer.  How  then  does  David  call bim  Lord?  He 
isLord  Jehovah,  the  only  begotten  Son  ofGod^]ohn  i.  i8.; 
The  brigbtnefs  of  the  Father* s  glory ^  and  the  exprefs  image 
of  bis  perfon^  Heb.  i.  2.;  By  ^hom  all  things  nuere  madcy 
John  i.  3.  It  is  the  Arian  blafphemy,  to  affirm  him  to 
be  DO  more  but  Omoiujius  fatri^  but  not  Omoujius :  .that 
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is,,  like  unto  the  Father,  but  not  the  fame  effence  and 
fubftance  with  him.  He  is,  according  to  his  Gcdhead, 
ail-ayed  with  all  glojy.  All  the  creatures  are  to  him  as 
the  drop  of  a  bucket :  yea,  as  nothing,  and  lefs  than  no- 
thing and  vanity;  he  hath  a  name  above  every  name; 
and  all  the  creatures  are  but  fliadows  to  him,  who  is  tjie 
fubftantial  image  of  God.  He  is  the  eternal  Son  of  God, 
by  an  ineffable  generation;  whatever  Arians  and  Atheills 
think  of  Chrift;  yet  Chrill  himfelf  thought  it  no  rubbery 
to  be  equahwith  God,  Phil.  ii.  6.  Therefore,  What  think 
ye  'of  Cbr\ft  ?  is  he  no  more  but  the  fon  of  David?  The 
Jews  looked  upon  Chrift,  as  an  ignorant  clown,  or  filly 
perfon,  will  look  upon  the  fun  ;  and,  it  may  be,  will 
think  it  no  bigger  than  his  bonnet ;  or  at  moll,  no 
larger  than  a  milftone  :  fo  did  the  Jews.  The  Pharifees 
looked  upon  the  Son  of  God,  faying,  Is  not  this  the  car- 
penter^ s  fon?  but  their  utmoft  was,  that  he  v/as  the  fon 
of  David ;  they  did  not  fee  him  to  be  the  Son  of  God. 
What  tbii^k  ye  of  Chrift  ?  Do  ye  fee  all  the  attributes 
of  God  to  be  in  him  ?  and  all  his  actions,  as  Mediator, 
to  be  dignified  with  infinite  virtue  and  value  ?  that  he 
was  able  to  fatisfy  infinite  juftice?  that  he  is  abletofave 
to  the  uttermoft  ?  that  he  is  the  adequate  objefl  of  divine 
worfhip,  and  a  full  fuitable  portion  for  an  immortal  foul, 
becaufe  he  is  the  Son  of  God,  as  well  as  the  fon  of  Da- 
vid ?  All  this  is  imported  in  the  queftion.  What  think 
ye  of  Chrift  ? 

DO  What  think  ye  of  his  perfon?  This  queftion  is 
alfo  plainly  imported  in  that.  What  think  ye  of  Chrift  ? 
namely,  as  he  is  God-man  in  one  perfon,  and  the  fe- 
cond  perfon  of  the  glorious  Trinity  ?  It  is  plain,  that 
Chrift  fpeaks  of  himfelf  here  as  perfonally  confidered, 
and  as  having  two  diftinft  natures  in  one  perfon.  Now, 
the  human  nature  of  Chrift  is  not  a  perfon  diftinft  from 
the  divme  ;  though  the  natures  are  diftinft,  the  perfon 
is  one.  But  the  anfwer  of  the  Pharifee^s  to  this  queftion, 
ftiewed  they  had  no  diftinft  knowledge  of  this  myftery ; 
for  they  anfwer.  He  is  the  fon  of  Davi4;  without  know- 
ing that  he  was  the  Son  of  God,  as  well  as  the  fon  of 
David,  in  one  perfon  ;  which  made  Chrift.  1\^y^  \.Qk  4^- 
dare  his  iavereigii  Lordfliip  and  God\l^2.^^  ^^  ^O^-a.^ 

Vol,  IU.  ^  U  ^^^ 
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Ills  manhbbd.  The  myftery  of  the  queftion  then,  which 
they  did  riot  underltand,  was,  What  think  ye  of  that 
wonderful  perfon  God-man,  in  whom  the  human  nature 
is  advanced  to  fach  an  unfpeakable  dignity,  as  to  be 
united  to,  and  of  the  fame  perfonality  with  the  Son  of 
God?  Here  is  matter  of  thought  to  an  intelligent  mind; 
What  think  }/e  of  the  wonderful  manner,  in  which  fin- 
fill  men  may  come  to  be  partakers  of  the  diyine  nature, 
even  by  the  holy  Son  of  God,  his  being  a  partaker  of 
the  human  nature  ?  Here  is  a  glorious  fubjefl:  for 
thought  and  contemplation.  What  think  ye  of  the 
wonderful  way,  that  Gcd,  in  his  infinite  wifdom,  hath 
taken,  to  bring  God  and  men  together,  even  in  and 
through  him,  who  is  both  God  and  man,  and  partaking 
of  both  natures  in  one  perfon,  is  fit  for  bringing  botli 
God  and  man  into  one,  and  to  lay  his  hand  upon  both 
parties  ?  What  think  ye  of  fuch  a  glorious  perfon  as 
finite  and  infinite,  time  and  eternitj'-,  Creator  and  crea- 
ture joined  together?  "  The  word  was  made  flefli,  and 
dwelt  among  us,  and  we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of 
the  only  Begotten  of  tlicFather,  full  of  grace  and  truth,*' 
John  i.  14. 

[4.]  What  think  ye  of  his  unction  or  anointing?  This, 
I  fuppofe,  muft  alfo  be  the  import  of  the  queltion  ob- 
jeftively  confidered,   as  it  is  here  «:enerally  prcpofed; 
for,  Chrift  fignifies  Anointed:  in  the  Hebrew  it  is  Mejfias; 
in  the  Greek,  it  is  Chrift ;  and  in  our  language  it  is  the 
Anointed :   and  this  being  the  main  word,  on  which  the 
weight  of  the  general  queftion  itfelf  lies,  it  is  the  more 
neceffary  that  this  be  particularly  opened. — The  quefti- 
on then  comes  to  this  in  general,  What  think  ye  of  his 
Father,  the  Anointer?     John  vi.  27.  For  bim  bath  God 
the   Father fealed :    How?    See  Pfalm  xlv.  7.   God^    thy 
God^  batb  anointed  thee  m^nth  the  oil  of  gladnefs  above  th"^ 
fellows.     How  much  pains  is   Chrift  at,   in  the   gofpel, 
to  recommend  his  Father,  as  fending  and  authorizing 
him  to  his  mediatorial  work  ? — Again,  What  think  ye 
of  his  office,  to  which  he  is   anointed  ?     He  hath  not 
taken  the  honour  of  th^  mediatorial  office  .upon  him, 
without  being  called  of  God,  and  anointed  of  God  there- 
unto,  Ileb.  V.  5.     We  do  tlot\V\TiV\ic>I^Q^xx^^^    enough 
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of  any  of  his  faving  offices,  luilefs  we,  at  the  fame  time, 
apprehend  his  divine  unQion  tliereunto.  —  Again,  it 
comes  to  this,  What  think  ye  of  his  Spirit,  the  ointment 
wherewith  he  is  anointed?  Ifa.  Ixi.  i.  The  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  God  is  upon  vie^for  he  bath  cuoi^itedvie*  Ifa.  xlii.  i. 
I  have  put  my  Spirit  upon  him^  and  he  fiall  brin^  forth 
judgment  to  the  Gentiles. — There  is  the  meaning  of  the 
quellion  in  general,  with  rcfpctl  to  tliis  Chrift,  who  is 
the  fabjcft-ni attar  of  the  queilion:  but  tlicre  is  much  iu 
this  name  Ciirist,  and  more  than  we  can  tell ;  I  only 
name  f  )ma  particulars  further  here  imported- 

I.  What  think  ye  of  iiis  pri)phecy  and  teaching?    For, 
as  Chrift,  he  is  anointed  to  be  a  prophet :    JVho   teaches 
like  hivi?  fays  Elihu,   Job  xxxvi-  22.     Other  prophets 
and  teachers  have  no  vvifdonx  but  what  he  gives  them ; 
but.  In  him  are  hid  all  the  treafiires  of  ^ifdom  and  kno%u- 
ledge.     Other  prophets  may  err,  but  lie  teaches  infalli- 
bly: for  he  is  truth  itfelf;  full  of  grace  and  truth.   Other 
teachers  may  be  dafhed,  but  he  teaches  authoritatively ; 
He  f peaks  as  one  having  authority^  and  not  as  the  Scribes* 
Other  teachers  may  fail  in  their  defign,   and  prove  un- 
fuccefsful  in  their  work;  but  he  teaches  efficacioufly  : 
men  work  upon  a  capacity,  but  he  can  give  a  capacity; 
"  The  entrance  of  his  words  giveth  light;   he  gives  un- 
derftanding  to  the  fimple."  The  excellency  of  his  teach- 
ing is  fmgular,  if  we  confider  his  ability  and  fidelity;  the 
matter  of  his  teaching  is  Angular,  if  Wje  confider,  it  is 
tlie  whole  will  of  God  for  our  falvation  ;   the  manner  of 
his  teaching  is  fmgular,  if  we  confider  it  is  by  his  word 
and  Spirit ;  and  eVen  by  a  human  voice  he  can  convey 
his  divine  power;  the  exteut  of  his  teaching  is  fmgular, 
if  we  confider  it  extends  to  all  forts  of  perfons,  Jews  and 
Gentiles,   and  to  all  forts  of  things  neceffary  to  eternal 
life:  this  anointing  teaches  all  things,  i  John  ii.  27.    In 
a  word,  none  have  authority  to  teach,  but  by  commiffion 
from  him ;   neither  can  any  other  teacher  preach  him- 
felf ;  *^  We  preach  not  purfelves,  but  Chrift  Jefus  the 
Lord;"  and,  "To  him  gave  all  the  prophets  witnefs:'* 
but  it  is  his  prerogative  alone,  to  preach  himfelf,  faying\ 
"  Come  to-  me  all  ye  that  labour,  and  are  Ue^N\  VaAaxv^^-cA. 
I  Will  give  yon  rcA.  Look  to  me  axvd\i^^^M^^'-  Y-axsv^^ 


30?  The  Main  ^eftim         SER.XLVII,£f(r. 

rofe  of  Sharon ;  I  am  the  liglit  of  the  world  ;  I  am  the 
way,  the  truth,  and  the  life."  O  then,  was  there  ever 
any  prophet  or  teacher  that  could  cpmpete  with  him  ? 
"  The  Spirit  of  tlie  Lord  God  is  upon  me,  fays  Chrift, 
for  he  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  glad  tidings  to  the 
meek."  '  He  is  the  Chrift,  the  anointed  prophet ;  and, 
What  think  ye  of  Chrift  ? 

•  2.  What  think  ye  of  his  priefthood?  f')r,  as  Chrift,  he  is 
anointed  to  be  a  Prieft  for  ever,  after  the  order  of  Mel- 
chifedec.  All  the  Levitical  priefts  were  but  ihadov/s 
and  types  of  him,  who  v/as  the  true  Prieft,  the  true  Tem- 
ple, the  true  Altar,  the  true  Sacrifice,  all  in  one.  What 
high  thoughts  may  we  have  of  his  oblation,  or  obedience 
unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs  I  For  here  was 
the  grand  condition  of  the  co\'enant  of  redemption,  or 
grace,  fulfilled.  The  covenant  of  grace  was  all  grace 
with  refpeft  to  God,  who,  of  his  grace,  found  out  the  ran- 
fom;  and  with  refpefl  to  us,  who  are  faved  by  grace :  but 
with  refpefi  to  Chrift,  it  is  a  covenant  made  upan  terms 
and  conditions,  namely,  his  obedience,  rightcoufnefs,  paf- 
fion  and  oblation;  '^  Whom  God  hath  fet- forth  to  be  the 
propitiation,  thro'  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righ- 
tcoufnefs for  the  remiffion  of  fins  that  are  paft,"  Rom. 
iii.  25.  O  Vv^hat  a  free,  full,  perfefl,  holy,  fweet,  and 
fatisfying  facrifice  did  he  offer  up  of  himfelf,  even  a  fa- 
crifice  of  a  fvi^eet-fmelling  favour  unto  God,  whereby  juf- 
tice  was  fatisfied,  wrath  appeafed,  fin  expiated,  God  a* 
toned,  death  vanquifhed,  hell  quenched,  heaven  purchaf- 
ed,  and  the  devil'^s  kingdom  deftroyed;  for.  By  death  be 
deftroyed  him  that  had  the  ponner  of  deaths  that  isy  the  de- 
vil! What  may  we  think  of  his  interceflion,  grounded 
upon  this  oblation?  For  he  is  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermojt 
all  that  come  to  God  by  him^  becaufe  he  ever  lives  to  make 
intercejfton.  Here  is  the  antidote  againft  all  charges  and 
accufations,  Rom.  viii.  33,  34. ;  the  antidote  againft  all 
temptations,  Heb.  ii.  17,  18.  iv.  14,  15.  ;  an  antidote 
againft  all  the  fnares  of  the  world,  John  xvii.  15, ;  a- 
gainft  all  fins,  failings,  and  infirmities,  1  John  ii,  i,  2. ; 
againft  all  fears,  through  fenfe  cjF  unworthinefs,  to  draw 
near  to  God's  throne  of  grace,  Heb.  iv.  15,  16.  x.  19, 
— 2z,;  and  againft  all  fears  o£  a^^^w  ^tv^laJX\ti.^•8L^•!!q^ 


of  the  Gofpel'CaU4:biJm.  3^9 

John  xvii.  11.  O  Sirs,  his  promife,  his  power,  his 
prayer,  give  great  lecurity,  and  greater  cannot  be  given: 
he  hath  prayed  for  the  Spirit,  and  the  conllant  abiding 
thereof,  John  xiv.  16,  17-  fee  alfo  John  iv.  14.  Chrilt's 
intercelRon  is  founded  on  his  oblation  ;  and  the  Father 
is  fo  weli-pleaied  with  the  oblation,  that  he  cannot  refufe 
his  interceilion ;  nay,  he  hears  him  always.  Therefore, 
What  think  yt  of  Chrift  ? 

3.  What  think  ye,  of  his  kingdom  and  royalty?  The 
queftion,  What  think  yc  of  Chrift?  imports  this  alio; 
for,  as  Chriil,  he  is  anointed  to  be  a  King;  /  have  fit 
my  King;  £or,  as  it  is  in  the  Hebrew,  anointed  my 
King,']  upon  my  holy  hill  of  Zion,  Pfal.  ii.  6.  Is  not  all 
power  in  heaven  and  earth  committed  unto  him,  having  on 
his  vefture  and  thigh  this  name  written,  King  of  kings, 
and  Lord  of  Lords  ?  He  is  the  King  eternal  and  im- 
mortal; the  government  is  upon  his  flioijders;  and  of  the 
increafe  of  his  kingdom  and  government  there  fliall  be  no 
end.  His  delivering  up  the  kingdom  to  the  Father  at  lalt, 
is  but  a  changing  the  manner  of  his  adminiftration,  and 
delivering  up  all  his  members,  of  whom  his  kingdom 
confifts,  unto  his  Fatlier,  to  be  eternally  crowned  and 
glorified  :  he  will  reign  through  eternity,  and  the  chil- 
dren of  Zion  will  be  joyful  in  their  King,  and  fmg  thro' 
eternity.  I  might  here  Ihew  what  a  powerful  and  peace- 
able, mild  and  merciful,  wife  and  holy,  jufl  and  righ- 
teous King  our  Lord  Jefus  is  ;  and  then  alk  you,  Whut 
think  ye  of  Chrift }  But  it  is  not  poflible  to  give  fo  much 
as  a  hint  at  the  thousandth  part  of  hi^  glory  and  royalty. 
His  kingdom  is  Ipiritual  and  internal :  if  you  be  his  fpi- 
ritual  fubjects,  his  kingdom  is  within  you  ;  yea,  though 
you  be  yet  fubjedls  to  tho  devil,  he  hath  power  over  all 
hearts,  and  can  foften  the  hardell,  and  bind  the  ftouteft, 
and  make  the  people  fall  down  under  him  :  yea,  as  he 
is  able,  fo  he  is  willing;  for,  he  is  not  only  the  God  of 
power,  but  the  Prince  of  peace,  Ifa.  ix.  6, ;  and  there- 
fore,  as  a  Prophet,  he  preaches  peace;  as  a  Prieft,  he 
purchafes  peace  ;^  and,  as  a  King,  he  proclaims  peace  ; 
yea,  Creates  the  fruit  of  the  lips,  peace;  peace  to  him  that 
is  afar  off^  and  to  him  that  is  nigh.  As  a  powerful  Po- 
tentate^ he  is  able;  and,  as  aPniiC.^  t>S.  ^^^c^^^^^'^-^ 
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ready  to  fav^  to  the  uttermoll.  As  he  is  full  of  power, 
fo  he  is  full  of  pity ;  and  his  power  and  peace  both  are 
joined  together,  for  the  eacouragement  of  finners  to  come 
to  him  J  ^'  Let  hiin  take  hold  of  my  llrength,  that  he  may 
make  peace  with  me,  and  he  Ihall  make  peace  with 
nie,"  Ifa.  xxvii.  5. — Perhaps,  by  the  bye,  fome  poor 
foul  is  thinking,  Oh!  but  1  have  no  ftrength  to  take 
hold  of  his  llrength.  Well,  it  is  right  to  think  fo  of  • 
yourfelf,  and  of  your  own  weaknefs  and  wickednefs : 
but  no  llrength  comes  in  by  that  thought,  while  poring 
on  yourfelf  only  ;  that  is  but  the  half  of  what  you  are  to 
think,  when  you  think  right  of  yourfclves,  as  weak  and 
wicked.  But,  what  think  ye  of  Chrill  our  glorious  King? 
If  you  can  think  honourably  of  him,  as  able  and  willing 
to  help  you,  O  then  you  would  find  llrength  coming  in 
with  fuch  a  thought :  and  high  thoughts  of  a  powerful 
and  merciful  King  Jesus,  is  one  of  the  ways  of  taking 
hold  of  his  ftrength.  If  you  fuppofe  that  you  think  he  ' 
is  able  and  ready,  and  yet  you  find  no  ftrength  coming 
in,  O  Sir-s,  fufpe£l  your  own  thought  of  him,  that  it  is 
but  a  milbelieviilg  and  diftionourable  thought:  for,  I 
affure  you,  right  thoughts  of  Chrift  will  fet  the  heart  all 
in  motion  towards  him.  But  now,  .O  !  there  would  be 
no  end  in  fpeaking  of  the  royalties  of  King  Jesus  ;  his 
royal  throne,  his  royal  crown,  his  royal  victories,  his 
royal  triuniphs,  and  the  royal  entertainment  that  he 
gives  to  his  fubjefts  at  his  table  above,  and  even  below, 
v^^hen  he  brings  them  to  his  banquetting-houfe.  I  fliall 
only  add,  that  it  is  faid  of  Solomon,  there  was  no. king 
like  him  ;  fo,  behold  a  greater  than  Solomon  is  here: 
there  is  no  king  like  him  who  is  the  King  of  Zion  ;  he 
hath  all  other  kings  under  his  check  and  controul;  and 
what  think  ye  of  Chrift  then  ?  '  Other  kings  have  their 
dominions,  for  the  moll  part,  by  ufurpatlon,  by  encroach- 
ment: but  Chrill  is  King  conftitute  of  his  Father  ;  ''  I 
will  make  him  my  firll-boruj  higher  than  the  kings  of 
the  earth,"  Pfal.  Ixxxix*  27.;  and  all  this  for  the  good  of 
the  people:  "  He  hath  put  all  things  under  his  feet,  and 
^iven  him  to  be  head  over  all  things  unto  his  church," 
Eph.  ii.  22.  This  leads  to  another  import  of  the  quef- 
thni  that  i§, 
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4-.  What  think  ye  of  his  authority  and  ability,   com- 
niiflion,  fulntl's,  furniture,  and  fitnefs  for  executing  thefe 
faving  offices?     For  all  tiiis  is  implied  in  the  defignation 
Christ,  tha  anointed;   that  is,   one  coramiffionated  and 
qualified  of  God,  by  a  fupereminent  unftion,   John  iii. 
34.    Behold  his  excellency  here,  above  all  that  ever  had 
the  like  offices.'    Behold  he  is  anointed,  for  the  concur- 
rence of  all  thefe  offices,   whether  general,   as  Saviour, 
Surety,  and  Redeemer;  or  particular,  as  t^rophet,  Priefr, 
and   King.      Some  have  been  prophets,    fome  prieils, 
fome  kings  anointed;   but  never  any  was  anointed  to  TtII 
thefe  but'Chrill  :  What  think  ye  of  Cbrift? — Beliold  tlic 
matter  of  his  anointing;  others  have  been  anointed  v/ith 
material  oil,  but  he  is  anuinted  whh  holy  oil,  the  holy 
Spirit. — And  whereas  others  have  had  the  Spirit  in  Ibm/^ 
refpefts,  therefore  behold  the  meafurc  of  his  anointing ; 
others  were  anointed  in  meafure,  but  he  without  mea- 
fure  ;   they  may  have  a  fulnefs  of  fufficiency,   but  he 
hath  a  fulnefs  of  redundancy ;   they  a  fulnefs  like  the 
fulnefs  of  a  veffcl,  but  his  the  fulnefs  of  an  ocean  ;   they 
a  plenitude,  but  he  b.  fountain. — Behold  and  view  the 
duration  of  his  anointing  ;   his  faints  and  fervants  may 
have  the  Spirit  fome  times  working,  fometimes  ceafmg, 
fometimes  flowing,   and  fometimes  ebbing ;   but  Chrili 
is  anointed  vyith  an  enduring  unclion,  John  i.  33.    The 
Spirit  that  defcended  on  him,  did  remain  and  rett  upou 
him;   fee  Ifa.  lix.  22. — Hence  behold  alfo  the  equality 
of  his  anointing  with  himfelf :  the  Spirit  given  to  others, 
that  were  invefted  with  an  officQ  in  God's  houfe,  did 
work  with  them   as  mere  men ;   there  was   no  equalitv 
betwixt  them    and  the  Spirit  given  to  them  :    but  as 
Chrift  is  anointed  with  the  Spirit,  as  he  is  Mediator, 
God-man ;   fo,   as  to  God,  he  is  co-equal  with  the  Spi- 
rit,  wherewith  he  is  anointed ;  yea,  the  fame  in  fub- 
ftance,  equal  in  power  and  in  glorj^  with  the  Father  and 
with  the  Holy  Ghoft.     And,  \Vbat  think  ye  of  Chrift? 
his  authority,''  ability,   and  furniture  for  his  work  ? — In 
a  word,   beheld  the  efficacy  of  his  anointing ;    and  the 
communicable  nature  thereof:    He  is  anointed  above  his 
fellovjs ;  yet  fo,   as  he  hath  fellows  to  whom  he  allcws 
kWowihip  in  the  fame  anointing ;  \v^  Via\>A  w^X  o^sSn  x^- 
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ceived  the  Spirit  of  all  grace  and  gifts  for  himfelf,-  but 
be  received  gifts  for  men,  even  for  the  rebellious,  Pfalm 
Ixvii.  1 8.  Hence,  according  to  his  pleafure,  he  allows 
the  oil  to  drop  down  to  the  fkirts  of  his  garment ;  yea,- 
like  rain  upon  the  mown  grafs,  or  fliowers  that  water  the 
earth,  Pfal,  Ixxii,  6.  It  is  true,  minifters  anointed  with 
the  Spirit  are  to  drop,  Ezek.  xx.  46.  Son  of  man^  drop 
tby  mjords  towards  the  foutb  ;  and  MofeS  fays,  My  doSirine 
pall  drop  as  the  rain :  but  as  the  clouds  from  whence  the 
rain,  defcends,  have  not  their  water  originally  in  them- 
felves,  but  from  the  fea,  suid  moill  places  of  the  earth, 
exhaled  and  drawn  up  by  the  heat  of  the  fun  ;  fo,  no 
rainillcr  of  Chrill  hath  a  faculty  of  teaching  heavenly  and 
cVivine  things,  and  faying  gofpel-truths  of  himfelf;  but  it 
is  drawn  up  out  of  Chrift,  as  out  of  a  full  fea  and  ocean 
of  all  wifdom  and  knowledge  :  and  is  conveyed  unto 
them  by  the  beat  and  vigour,  not  of  their  own  fpirit, 
but  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  who  is  anointed,  to  anoint 
others.  And,  O  for  a  liberal  ftiare  of  his  anointing 
among  us  at  this  occafion  ! — In  a  word,  the  name  Chrift 
imports  fuch  an  anointing,  as  that  be  is  qualified  with  all 
authority  and  ability,  all  furniture  and  fittednefs  for  his 
work  of  faving  finners  ;  with  all  fulnefs  of  divine  per-^ 
feftions,  and  all  fulnefs  of  mediatorial  gifts  and  graces  : 
and  all  this  is  imported  in  the  queftion,  What  think  ye  of 
Chrift  ? 

5.  Wh^t  think  ye  of  his  aromatical  favour?  For  this 
is  his  name,  Chrift^  the  Anointed  ;  his  ointment  cafts  a 
perfume  through  heaven  and  earth.  How  faVoury  is  he 
to  God  ?  Why,  his  facrifice  was  a  fweet-fmelling  favour 
unto  his  leather,  Eph.  v,  2.  The  ftinking  fmell  of  fin  is 
extinguifhed  thereby;  and  the  perfons  and  performances 
of  believers  perfumed  :  and  hence,  how  favoury  alfo  to 
believers?  Songi.3,5/'Becaufe  of  the  favour  of  thy  good 
ointments,  thy  name  is  as  ointment  poured  foith;  therefore 
do  the  virgins  love  thee."  Were  it  no  more  but  the  name 
Jesus  a  Saviour,  may  it  not  be  fo  delightful  to  finners, 
as  to  caufe  their  hearts  'to  leap  within  them  when  they 
hear  it ;  as  Johr  leapt  in  his  mother's  womb  for  joy,  at 
the  voice  of  the  blefied  virgin's  falutation?  Luke  i.  44. 
O)  v/bat  think  ye  of  the  {>we^tiv^m^  '^i.^>3t.l  It  fhould. 
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even  pluck  your  heart  out  of  your  bofbra,  and  tranfplant 
it  into  the  bofom  of  Chrift*  How  delightful  is  the  very 
naming  of  a  temporal  Saviour  to  them  that  are  in  mife- 
ry,  when  they  hear  of  his  ability  and  readinefs  to  deliver 
them  ?  And,  may  not  your  heart  even  exult  within  you 
for  joy,  when  you  hear  us  fpeak  to  you  of  fuch  a  Savi* 
our,  that  faves  from  fin  and  wrath  ?  O  fweet-fmelling 
name  !  O  have  you  no  fenfe  of  fmelling !  What  think 
ye  of  Chrift  ? 

6,  What  think  ye  of  his  beauty  and  comelinefs  ? 
This  is  alfo  imported  in  his  name  Christ,  and  fo  in 
the  queftion,  What  think  ye  of  Chrift^  the  Anointed? 
*'  Ointment  and  perfume  rejoice  the  heart,"  fays  Solo- 
mon, Prov.  xxvii.  6,  Now,  Chrift  is  anointed  with  the 
oil  of  gladnefs,  Pfal.  xlv.  7 , ;  And,  "  A  glad  heart  makes 
a  chearful  countenance  :''  yea,  "  Oil  makes  the  face 
to  Ihine,"  Pfal.  civ.  15.  A  faint,  that  hath  but  a  fprink* 
ling  of  this  oil,  how  will  his  face  Ihine,  and  his  counte- 
nance, like  Hannah's,  be  no  more  fad  ?  How  did  Mofes* 
face  fliine  when  fome  of  this  oil  was  upon  him  ?  But, 
O  what  think  ye  of  the  fliining  glory  and  comelinefs  of 
Chrift,  who  is  anointed  from  head  to  foot !  Is  he  net 
altogether  lovely  ?  Is  he  not  white  and  ruddy,  the  chief 
among  ten  thoufands  ?  Is  he  not  a  perfect  beauty  ?  All 
God's  fulnefs  is  in  him  ;  all  God's  beauty  is  in  him  ; 
all  God's  glory  is  to  be  feen  in  the  face  of  Jefus,  2  Cor. 
iv.  9. »    O  then.  What  think  ye  of  Chrift  ? 

7.  What  think  ye  of  his  worth  and  precioufnefs  ? 
This  is  alfo  imported  in  the  name  Christ,  and  fo  in 
the  queftion,  What  think  ye  of  Chrift^  the  Anointed  ? 
For  it  is  precious  ointment,  Pfal.  cxxxiii.  %.,  Ointment 
was  reckoned  of  great  worth  and  eftecm  among  the  Jews; 
it  was  among  the  precious  prefents  that  were  fent  unto 
kings,  Ifa.  Ivii.  9.  Hof.  xii.  i.  O  how  great  is  the  pre- 
cioufnefs and  worth  of  Chrift  !  It  is  the  delight  and  re- 
creation, the  ftudy  and  occupation  of  elect  angels,  to 
pry  into  tlie  precioufnefs  of  Chrift,  to  look  upon  the 
frame  and  fabric  of  falvation  to  mankind-finners,  by 
Chrift,  that  they  may  therein  obferve  the  glorious  at- 
tributes of  God  :  his  wifdom,  power,  holinefs,  juftice» 
truth,  m^rcY^  all  Ihining  and  sViXXeTvxv^\ti\!i^\^^\stv^ 
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liars  in  the  firmament.  Let  a  profane  world  think  what 
they  will  of  Chriil ;  let  them  flight  him  and  his  gofpel; 
let  them  fcorn  hini,  and  call  him  at  their  heels ;  let 
them  trample  on  his  blood  and  paffion,  as  their  manner 
is,  iilaking  it  a  common  and  worthlefs  thing ;  let  them 
defpife  his  high  and  celeftial  myfteries:  we  need  not  care 
for  their  thoughts  ;  it  is  enough  that  God  the  Father 
hath  honoured  and  exalted  him ;  that  the  holy  angels 
do  reverence  and  worihip  him ;  and  that  all  the  faints 
do  magnity  him :  *^  To  them  that  believe  he  is  preci- 
ous.'* O!  his  blood  is  precious  blood,  his  promifes  are 
precious  promifes,  his  love  is  precious  love;  and  every 
thing  about  him  is  precious  :   What  think  ye  ofCbrift  ? 

8.  Again,  to  add  no  more  here,  V/hat  think  ye  of 
his  virtue  and  ufefulnefs  ?  -This,  I  fuppofe,  is  alfo  im- 
ported in  the  name  Christ,  and  in  the  queflion,  objec- 
tively confidered.  What  think  ye  ofCbrift^  the  Anointed? 
For,  as  ointment  was,  and  is  of  manifold  ufefulnefs,  fo 
is  Chriil :  efpecially  oil  hath  a  two-fold  virtue,  (i.)  A 
molifying  virtue,  and  a  foftening  quality ;  fuch  is  the 
virtue  of  Chrift.  Were  the  heart  never  fo  hard,  he  can 
foften  and  molify  it ;  a  drop  of  that  oil  with  which  he  is 
anointed,  I  mean,  the  fmalleft  faving  motion  of  his  Spi- 
rit, can  melt  and  diffolve  the  heart,  tho'  it  were  harder 
than  a  ftone  or  adamant,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  (2.)  It  hath 
a  medicinal  virtue  ;  hence  it  is  faid  of  the  Samaritan, 
Luke  X.  34.  that  he  poured  in  oil  into  the  wounds  of  the 
diftreffed  man.  Chriil  is  the  tender-hearted  Samaritan; 
his  blood  and  Spirit  is  the  ointment  for  curing  all  the 
wounds  that  we  have  got  by  the  old  ferpent.  What 
wounds,  what  plagues,  what  deadly  difeafes  and  defpe- 
rate  maladies  are  among  you !  Behold,  there  is  no 
difeafe  out  of  hell  that  furmounts  the  medicinal  virtue 
that  is  in  Chriil!  O  then,  What  think  ye  of  Chrift? 
Is  there  none  here  to  think  highly  of  him  ? — Now, 
thefe  particulars  that  I  have  mentioned,  are  imported 
in  the  very  name  Christ  ;  and  fo  irpplied  in  the  quef- 
tion,  objeftively  confidered,  or  with  refpeft  to  the  object 
thereof.   What  think  ye  of  Chrift  ? 

idly^  The  fecond  thing  here  propofed,  was,  to  fliew 
the  j'mport  of  this  queftion,  ^OtWtVy  cotA\^^t^4^\  ox^\\.lv 
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refpecl  to  the  aft  of  thinking?  What  think  jy^  of  Cbrift? 
Now,  the  full  import  of  this  queflion,  thus  viewed,  may 
comprehend  more  than  people  are  ready  to  imagine. 
It  is  not  a  palling  thought,  or  fleeting  imagination  ;  we 
ought  not  to  explain  the  words  of  Chrill  by  the  motic/ns 
and  notions  of  our  own  fpirits :  we  need  the  Spirit  of 
Chrill  to  explain  the  words  of  Chrift  according  to  the 
mind  of  Chrift,  i  Cor.  ii.  17.  We  may  be  fure,  as  the 
apoftle  fays,  2  Cor.  ii.  5.  that,  *'  AVe  are  n(jt  fufficient 
of  ourfelves  to  think  any  thing  as  of  ourielves,  our  fuf- 
fjciency  muft  be  of  God."  And  if  we  can  think  of  no- 
tiling  aright  of  ourfelves,  far  lefs  c;in  v/e  thiiilc  of  Chrift: 
and  as  n.nie  can  fpeak  duly  of  Chrift,  nor  call  Jcfus 
Lord,  without  the  Spirit :  io  neither  can  we  think  duly 
of  Chrift,  without  tiie  Spirit  of  Chrift.  What  then  is 
the  meaning  of  this  queftion  relating  to  its  act  of  think- 
ing, What  THINK  )'£>  of  Cbrift  ?  There  are  thefe  follow- 
ing particulars,  v/hicli,  I  fuppofe,  are  implied  therein ; 
and  which  I  alft)  propofc  by  way  of  query,  that  you 
may  ftill  fearch  yourl'elves,  and  apply  as  we  go  along. 

I.  What  think  ye  of  Cbrift  ?  That  is,  What  know  ye 
of  Chrift  ?  What  underlland  ye  of  Chrift  ?  Surely  ye 
cannot  have  a  right  thought  of  that  which  ye  do  not 
know  or  underftand.  Have  you  got  the  Spirit  of  wifdom 
and  revelation,  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift?  Eph.  i.  .17. 
Hath  the.  God,  who  commanded  tlie  light  to  Ihine  out 
tof  darknefs,  fliined  into  your  hearts,  to  give  you  the 
light  of  the  knowledge  of  his  glory  in  the  face  of  Jefus 
Chrift?  Hath  God  revealed  his  Son  in  you  ?  Gal.  i.  16. 
Have  you  feen  the  Son  ?  He  that  fees  the  natural  fun 
in  the  firmament,  hath  a  thought  of  it  I'uitable  to  the  fight 
he  hath  thereof:  but  a  man  that  Iiath  been  born  blind, 
and  never  faw  the  light,  he  cannot  have  a  right  notion 
or  thought  of  the  fun,  though  you  Ihould  fpeak  never  fo 
much  of  the  glory  of  it  to  him.  I  have  heard  of  a  man 
born  blind,  on  whom  a  great  deal  of  pains  was  taken  to 
let  htm  underftand  what  a  glorious  creature  the  fun  was, 
and  what  bright  beams  and  rays  it  fends  forth  thro'  all 
the  world ;  but  he  was  fo  far  from  having  any  right 
thoughts  about  it,  that,  after  all  the  pains  taken  on  him 
that  waspaOiblCj  cried  oiit,  *  Ouo^^^a^s^v^^^Wtv^-^  ^V-ai^ 
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*  it  is  like,  it  is  juft  like  the  found  of  a  trumpet.'  Poor 
man  !  that  was  the  bell  notion  he  could  frame  about  it, 
for  he  never  had  eyes.  So  it  is  here,  Sirs  ;  we  are  all 
bom  blind,  having  no^  fpiritual  eyes,  till  God  open  the 
•eyes  of  the  underftanding,  and  enlighten  the  mind  in 
the  knowledge  of  Chrift:  we  may  fpeak  of  his  glory  and 
excellency,  but  the  beft  you  make  of  him  is,  O  he  is  like 
a  very  ftately  and  majeftic  perfon  as  ever  ye  faw  or  heard 
tell  of !  and  fo  you  frame  the  image  of  a  very  great  man, 
fitting  on  a  lofty  throne,  compaffed  about  with  fo  many 
fparkling-  attendants  in  fine  robes  :  and  what  you  have 
heard  with  your  natural  ears  of  any  perfon,  or  feen 
with  your  natural  eyes,  or  can  conceive  with  your 
natural  underftanding  and  reafon,  helps  you  to,  or  fur- 
nifties  you  with  materials  for  framing  fuch  a  notion  of 
him.  But  what  is  all  this  ?  It  is  nothing  but  an  image 
of  your  own  brain,  a  carnal  fantaftical  tli^gbt ;  the 
true  Chrift  is  the  image  of  the  invifible  God,  thie/wiJilom 
of  God,  and  the  power  of  God,  God-man  in  one  perfon. 
Now,  have  you  got  a  fpiritual  difgerning ;  for,  ^'  The 
natural  man  receives  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God; 
they  are  fooliflmefs  to  him:  neither  can  he  know  them, 
becaufe  they  are  fpiritually  difcerned,"  Th^  world 
cannot  think  of  Chrift,  far  lefs  think  much  of  him,  be- 
caufe they  do  not  know  him:  like  iEfop's  cock,  content- 
ing himfelf  with,  and  thinking  more  of  a  barley-cprn 
than  of  a  pearl,  becaufe  he  knew  not  the  worth  of  it ; 
^  fo  the  world  think  more  of  a  barley-corn  of  temporal 
*  good  things,  than  they  think  of  the  Pearl  of  great  price, 
becaufe  they  know  it  not.  Therefore  the  quefiion  im- 
ports. What  kno^  ye  of  Chrift  ? 

2.  WJbat  think  ye  of  Chrift  ?  That  is,  What  believe 
ye  of  Chrift  ?  Knowledge  and  faith,  are  like  the  two 
eyes  of  the  foul :  knowledge  is  the  difcerning  and  ap- 
prehending  eye  ;  faith  is  the  applying  ^nd  appropriatiirg 
eyei  And  as  faving  knowledge  is  objeftive  faith,  and 
favir^g  faith  fiducial  knowledge ;  fo,  without  knowledge, 
we  cannot  think  duly  of  Chrift,  with  refpeft  to  what  he 
is  in  himfelf ;  and  v>rithout  faith  we  cannot  think  duly 
of  Chrift,  with  refpeft  to  what  he  is  to  us,  fo  as  to  re- 
cclvc  the  record  of  God,nam^^^y/^  T\\."3iX.G^4.l\^^^lven 
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lis  eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son,"  i  John  v.  ii. 
Which  record,  ''  Whofoever  believeth  not,  hath  made 
God  a  liar,"  ver.  i6.  That  the  queftion  concerns  this 
believing  thought  of  Chrift,  is  plnin  from  the  context, 
wherein  Chrift  ihows  they  had  but  unworthy  thoughts 
of  him,  if  they  did  not  fee  him  to^e  David's  Lord,  that 
i»,  the  true  God,  and  eternal  life;  in  and  through  whom, 
as  the  God-man,  this  life  was  to  be  conveyed  from  God 
to  man.  This  queftion  then  is  a  trial  of  our  faith,  which 
faith  is  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen.  And,  I  fuppofe, 
one  of  the,reafons  why  Chrift  here  fays,  What  think  ye 
^/Christ?  and  not.  What  think  ye  of  me?  is,  becaufo, 
though  now  they  were  fpeaking  to  him,  and  feeing  him 
with  their  bodily  eyes  ;  yet  their  faith  was  not  to  termi- 
nate on  what  was  the  objeft  of  their  fenfe.  We  have 
no  more  faith  than  an  ox  or  a  horfe,  if  we  believe  na 
r^or^  than  we  fee  or  feel :  the  brute  beafts  think  they 
have  what  they  find  they  have  by  feeing  and  feeling  ; 
but  what  do  you,  that  are  rational  creatures,  think  of 
things  that  cannot  be  feen  or  felt  ?  "  Faith  is  the  evi- 
dence of  things  not  feen."  The  Pharifefes  here,  they 
faw  Chrift,  thjsy  faw  his  miracles ;  but  yet,  for  all  that, 
they  faw  not  the  true  Chrift  by  faith,  while  they  faw 
not  his  invifible  glory,  his  invifible  Godhead,  nor  the 
invifible  feal  appended  to  his  commiflion  for  faving  fin- 
ners.  Therefore  it  is  not,  What  think  ye  of  me  ?  Your 
eyes  fee  me,  as  if  I  were  no  more  but  a  man  like  your- 
felf:  but,  What  think  ye  of  CuRisT  i  Do  you  believe 
no  more  of  Chrift  than  you  fee  ?  If  fo,  then  you  have 
no  right  thoughts  of  Chrift  at  all,  becaufe  you  have  no 
faith.  My  friends,  the  queftion  concerns  you  alfo  :  it 
is  not,  What  fee  or  feel  you  of  Chrift?  but,  What  believe 
ye  of  Chrift  ?  There  is  a  threefold  feeing  or  feeling, 
that  is  to  be  feparate  from  believing. 

(i.)  The  firft  is  a  corporeal  feeing  or  feeling.  Tho- 
mas thought  it  a  better  way  to  believe  Chrift  to  be  rifen 
by  feeing  and  feeling  him,  than  by  running  to  the  pro- 
mifes  without  fight  of  him  ;  and  we  all  naturally  fol- 
low him  :  but  Chrift  tells  him,  that  the  beft  atid  moft 
bleffed  way  was  quite  contrary  to  that*,  ""B\^"S^^'axt,\!ssK^ 
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that  have  not  feen,  and  yet  have  believed,"  John  xx,29; 
Again, 

(2.)  There  is  a  rational  feeing,  that  is  to  be  feparate 
from  believing.  Thc^ugh  none  can  believe,  without 
the  exercife  of  their  rational  faculties  fpiritualized ;  and 
though  it  be  the  higheft  reafon  to  believe  what  God 
fpeaks  ;  yet  to  make  natural  reafon  the  rule  or  ground 
of  faith,  is  not  to  believe  at  all,  but  the  way  to  doubt 
of  all  that  ever  God  faid.  Thomas  confulte(J  witli 
reafon,  and  reafon  confulted  with  death  and  the  grave, 
whether  they  could  fend  their  guefls  away  back,  to  live 
again  in  the  world  ;  and  fo  he  believed  not.  If  Abra- 
ham had  not  feparated  the  fight  of  reafon  from  his  faith, 
in  the  promifed  feed,  where  Vv'ould  his  faith  have  been  ? 
Natural  reafon  might  lay;  *  Hark  you,  Abraham  ;  is  it 

*  poffible  that  you  and  Sarah  can  now  have  a  fon  be- 
'  twixt  you,  when  you  are  both  come  to  fuch  an  age, 

*  that  you  are  but  dead  flocks  ?'  But,  when  reafon 
began  to  fpeak,  Abraham  ftopt  his  ears;  ''  He  confidered. 
not  the  deadnefs  of  his  own  body,  nor  of  Sarah's  womb: 
He  ftaggered  not  at  the  promife  of  God,  thro'  unbelief, 
but  was  ftrong  in  the  faith,  giving  glory  to  God ;  being 
fully  perfuaded,  that  he  that  had  promifed,  was  able  to 
perform,"  Rom.  iv.  19,  20,  21.  Perhaps,  reafon  is 
whifpering  into  the  ears  of  fome  here,  faying,  O  man, 
woman,  you  are  but  a  dead  flock,  a  dead  flone ;  do  you 
ever  think  to  be  a  child  of  Abraham,  or  that  you  will 
bring  forth  fruit  unto  God  ?  But,  if  you  believe,  with 
Abraham,  you  will  fay,  Hold  your  peace,  carnal  reafon, 
you  are  but  a  blind  fool  in  the  matters  of  God  :  cannot 
God,  out  of  flones,  raife  up  children  unto  Abraham  ? 
And  as  he  is  able,  fo  he  hath  given  me  many  promifes 
in  his  word,  which  he  allows '  me  to  build  upon,  and 
commands  me  to  believe.  UnbeFief  builds  always  upon 
fenfe  and  reafon ;  but  faith  builds  upon  the  power  and 
promife  of  God.     What  believe  you  of  Chrift  ? 

(3.)  There  is  a  fpiritual  feeing  that  is  to  be  feparated 
from  faith.  It  is  true,  there  is  a  fpiritual  feeiuji*  of  fanc- 
tified  knowledge  and  underflanding,  which  I  fpoke  of 
already,  that  is  eflential  to  faith  ;  there  can  be  no  be- 
Ihving  without  this  feeitvg;   '•'' li^  xJcv-aX.  l^^^\5c\s;'5iQitv^ 
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and  believes  in  him,  hatli  everlafting  life."  But  there 
is  a  fpiritual  feeing  of  experience,  or  e:s?perimental  fenfe 
and  feeling,  which  is  to  be  feparate  from  believing ; 
fuch  as  fpiritual  mourning,  fpiritual  joy,  fpiritual  en- 
largement, or  fuch  like  workings  of  the  Spirit.  Where 
thefe  are,  they  fliould  indeed  be  cherilhed  with  thaak- 
fulnefs,  as  being  a  tafte  of  heaven,  and  a  comfortable 
means  of  glorifying  God  on  eartii  :  but  it  is  dangerous 
to  make  them  the  ground  of  faith  ;  for  tliey  are  ebbing 
and  flowing,  up  and  down,  it  may  be  twenty  times,  in 
the  fpace  of  one  fcrmon ;  and  your  faith  that  is  built 
thereupon,  will  be  up  and  down  therewith.  If  you  be- 
lieve no  longer  than  you  fee  and  feel,  no  wonder  that 
you  be  always  doubting  when  you  are  not  feeling.  And 
fo  you  are  never  living  by  faith  ;  for  you  are  not  pro- 
perly  believing,  when  you  are  feeling ;  faith  is  one  thing 
and  feeling  another:  or,  if  you  build  partly  en  tlie  feel- 
ing of  God's  work  within  you,  and  partly  on  the  truth 
of  God's  word  without  you,  then  you  are  like  one  that 
would  build  a  houfe  partly  upon  thawing  ice,  and  partly 
on  a  firm  rock  ;  furely  tliat  part  of  the  houfe,  that  was 
built  on  the  ice,  will  tumble  down  whenever  the  ice 
melts :  but,  were  the  building  of  faith  wholly  upon  tlie 
firm  rock,  that  changes  not  with  the  changes  of  your 
fenfe  and  feeling,  you  would  find  no  more  caufe  of  doubt- 
ing when  you  have,  than  when  you  want  thefe  change- 
able  things  :  you  would  be  diankful  when  you  have 
them,  and  yet  not  doubtful  when  you  want  them. — 
Unbelief,  which  builds  upon  things  feen  and  felt,  fays 
and  thinks,  in  the  want  of  thefe,  O  !  all  is  good,  and  fa 
razeth  the  foundation ;  but  faith,  which  is  tlie  evidence 
of  things  not  fqen,  fays,  even  in  the  want  of  thefe,  all  is 
yet  well  and  fecure,  Chrlfl  is  what  he  was,  the  proraife 
is  what  it  was,  the  truth  of  God  is  what  it  was,  how- 
ever I  be  changed.  Thefe  are  the  difterent  thoughts 
of  faith  and  unbelief;  and  what  think  ye?  I  fuppofe, 
when  the  meaning  of  the  queftion  is,  What  believe  ye 
of  Chrift  ?  the  moft  part  will  find,  that  eidier  they  have 
no  faith,  or  very  little. 

Thus  Paul  believed  contrary  to  fenfe  and  feeliti^^^ 
when  he  got  the  pronjife  of  his  owxvH^^  ^x^^  "i^^  ^^^ 
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of  all  that  were  in  the  (hip  with  him ;  /  believe  Gody 
{ayshe^tbat  itjhall  even  be  as  it  vjcs  toldmejASksxxvlui^* 
See  in  what  circumftances  he  was,  when  he  thus  be- 
lieved, verfes  15.  18.  20. ;  their  light  was  gone,  the 
tempeft  was  on  them,  and  all  hope  from  outward  ap- 
pearance was  gone ;  yet  Paul  was  affured  and  p>erfuaded 
that  God  would  do  as  he  had  faid :  why,  might,  unbe- 
lief fay,  if  the  fun  were  Ihining,  and  a  feir  wind  blow- 
ing ;  if  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  were  mining  on  me, 
and  the  wind  of  heavenly  influence  blowing,  and  I  were 
fair  before  the  wind,  then  I  would  believe  :  but  now, 
when  there  is  nothing  but  darknefs  and  tempefts,  how 
can  I  believe  ?  No,  indeed,  you  cannot,  while  you 
make  fenfe  and  feeling  the  ground  of  your  faith,  and 
not  the  truth  and  veracity  of  God  in  his  word  of  grace 
and  promife.  Thus  it  is  in  the  matter  of  juftification 
before  God.  #The  believer  is  to  look  upon  himfelf  as 
righteous,  through  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift;  to  be- 
lieve himfelf  perfeft  in  Chrift,  and  fiducially  to  think 
himfelf  righteous  in  Chrift  :  no,  fays  unbelief,  I  cannot 
think  that,  becaufe  I  feel  the  contrary  ;  I  feel  my  own 
unrighteoufnefs,  fm,  and  corruption :  why,  if  there 
were  no  fenfe  or  feeling  of  fm,  there  would  be  no  room 
for  faith  ;  if  you  had  a  righteoufnefs  of  your  own,  and 
a  feeling  thereof,  then  you  would  have  no  need  of  Chrift's 
righteoufnefs  ;  but  now,  that  you  have  a  feeling  of 
your  unrighteoufnefs  and  fin,  there  is  room  for  faith, 
according  to  fuch  a  word  as  that,  2  Con  v.  21.  "He 
hath  made  him  to  be  fin  for  us,  that  we  might  be  made 
the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him."  The  very  effence  of 
faith  here  is  to  believe  the  quite  contrary  to  what  we 
fee  and  feel  in  ourfelves,  faying,  In  myfelf  I  have  no 
righteoufnefs,  no  ftrength;  but,  "Surely,  in  the  Lord  have 

1  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength." — Now,  tho'  Iftiouldfliew 
no  more  of  the  import  of  this  queftion,  WJbat  think  ye  of 
Chrift  ?  but  thefe  two,  namely.  What  knoV  ye  of  Chrift  ? 
and.  What  believe  ye  of  Chrift  ?  Surely  it  is  a  matter  of 
eternal  confequence  to  anfwer  this  queftion,thus  explain- 
ed; for  if  you  mifs  the  anfwer  to  thefe  twobranches  of  this 
queftion,  your  doom  at  the  great  day  will  be  dreadful ; 

2  Thef.  i.  7,  8.  "  He  wiU  be  Te^^^^difeoTaV^vs^xiv^ 
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flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance  on  them  that  know  him 
not,   and  obey  not  the  gofpel;"  that  is,  who  never  had 
fuch  thoughts  of  Chrift,  as  to  know  him,  and  believe  in  * 
him  as  the  Chrill  of  God.     Again, 

3.  What  think  ye  of  Cbrlft  ?  That  is,  What  love  ye 
of  Chrift,  and  what  favour  have  ye  for  him?  As  they 
that  know  him,  will  believe,  and  put  their  truft  in  him; 
fo,  they  that  believe  in  liim,  will  love  him ;  for, 
Faith  Hvoris  by  lo^e.  It  muft  be  a  loving  thought,  that 
Chrift  here  intended  by  this  queflion,  while  in  the  con- 
text he  fets  forth  himfelf,  not  only  as  David's  fon,  but 
David'^  Lord ;  a  God-man,  and  fo  a  glorious  objeft  of 
love,  altogether  lovely.  Were  our  afFeftions  enlarged 
wider  than  the  higheil  heaven,  there  is  lovelinefs  enough 
in  God-man  to  fill  it;  and  could  our  hearts  hold  an  ocean 
of  love,  tliere  is  infinite  lovelinefs  in  Chrift  to  beftow  it 
all  upon  :  every  thing  in  Chrift  is  lovely ;  and  therefore 
the  queftion.  What  think  ye  of  Chrift?  muft  l)e,  What 
love  ye  of  Chrift?  If  any  man  love  not  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift^  let  him  be  Anathema  Mara-natha,  fays  the 
apoftle;  furely  they  are  not  believers,  that  are  not  lovers 
of  Chrift.  It  is  true,  Chrift  hath  many  pretended  lovers 
that  love  him  only  for  his  bounty,  but  not  for  his  beau- 
ty, and  that  fay  they  love  him;  but  it  is  not  fo,  if  you 
confider  the  qualities  of  their  love. 

(i.)  It  is  an  eafy  love,  they  came  eafily  by  it,  with- 
out ever  getting  their  natural  enmity  difcovered  or  bro- 
ken :  they  were  never  humbled  for  their  want  of  love  ; 
fuch  a  love  is  of  little  value ;  yea,  not  worth  a  farthing. 

(2.)  It  is  an  idle  love  ;   it  does  not  lead  them  to  his    . 
fervice,  nor  draw  them  to  their  prayers ;   his  commands 
are  ftill  grievous  to  them,  and  they  have  no  pleafure  and 
delight  in  them. 

(3.)  If  it  be  not  an  idle,  it  is  a  legal  love;  it  may  be  the 
law  comes  to  them,  and  fays,  as  Pharaoh  faid  to  the 
Ifraelitesi  Te  are  idle ^ ye  are  idle^  Exod.  V.  17.  ;  aijid-fo 
they  fall  a-doing  for  their  life,  according  to  the  do  and 
live  of  the^firft  covenant.  But  it  is  not  doing  from 
love  to  Chrift :  it  is  not  a  gbfpel-love  lo  Vv\m^  ^"e.  '^'V^^^- 
fiilSller;  but  a  legal  lave  to  him,   as  otvVy  21  \jx'^-^'^^'^'n 
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and  as  if  he  was  ftill  (landing  upon  the  old-covenant 
terms  with  them.     Or, 

(4.)  If  it  be  not  a  legal  love,  it  is  a  loofe  and  licenti- 
ous love  they  have  to  him  :  it  is  love  with  a  latitude, 
allowing  as  much  room  for  the  devil,  as  for  Chrift  ;  as 
much  room  for  the  world,  as  for  Chrift ;  and  as  much 
room  for  lufts,  as  for  Chrift:  furely,  they  that  have  no 
other  love  to  Chrift,  but  fiich  an  eafy,  idle,  legal,  loofe, 
or  licentious  love,  they  are  not  true  lovers  ;  nay,  they 
are  true  haters  of  him,  and  eneniies  to  him.  Let  them 
fay  as  they  will,  that  they  love  Chrift,  yet  in  reality 
"  they  think  nothing  of  him. 

But,   believer.   What  think  ye  of  Chrift  ?     When  the 
meaning  of  the  queftion  to  you  is,  Simon^  fon  of  JonaSy 
loveft  thoti  me  more  than  thefe  P     O  !  can  you  anfwer  it 
with  an  appeal.  Thou  that  knovjeft^  all  things^  knoiveft  that 
I  love  thee!  or,   at  leaft,  can  you  anfwer  it  with  a  figh, 
Woes  me  that  I  cannot  love  him  as  I  ought!    Surely,  if 
you  have   not  a  love  of  delight,   rejoicing  in  him ;  ye 
have  a  love  of  defire,  lamenting  after  him.     Sometimes 
the   loving  foul  goes  to  a  communion,   and  the  fecret 
groan  is.  Oh!  let  me  find  Chrift  at  this  occafion!     Oh! 
I  muft  have  him,  I  muft  have  him!,  Why  miift  you  have 
him  ?     Even  becaufe  he  muft  have  you  ;   Other  peep  I 
havc^  ^hich  are  not  of  this  fold;  thefe  alfo  I  must  brin?^ 
and  they  JJjall  hear  my  voice^  John  x.  16.      He  hath  faid 
firft,  I  muft  have  you  ;    and  that  hath  brought  you  to 
fay,  I  muft  have  him.    Here  are  two  neceflities  meeting; 
his  necefiity,   and  your  neceflity  :   his  neceflity,   indeed, 
is  a  pure  necefiity  of  love  ;   but  your  firft  neceflity  was 
the  necefiity  of  want :    but,  fince  he  from  love  hath  a 
need  of  you,   as  well  as  you  from  want  have  a  need  of 
him,  you  muft  of  necefiity  meet  together  in  love.     You 
love  him,  becaufe  he  firft  loved  you  ;   you  feek  him,  be- 
caufe he  firft  fought  you.     Therefore  'hencefi^rth,  as  he 
feeks  you  from  love,  fo  do  you  not  only  feek  him  fi*orii 
want,  that  is  too  felfifli;  but  alfo  let  your  way  of  feeking 
him  grow  up  to  more  conformity  to  his  v/ay  of  feeking 
you,   namely,  from  love,   faying.   Saw  ye  him  *a>hoTr  iny 
foul  loveth  f    tell  him  that  I  am  fick  of  love.      O!  what 
ilunk  ve,  v/hat  love  ye  ol  C\\u^1     K%ivcv^ 
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4.  Wba$  think  ye  of  Cbrlft  P  That  is,  Wliat  efleem  ye 
of  Chrill,  or  what  eltimate  and  valuation  have  you  for 
him  ?  This  is  plainly  imported  in  the  quellion  here. 
AVhy,  might  Chrill  fay,  ye  Pharifees  are  Ihewing  your 
ignorant  efteem  of  the  law,  by  all  the  queftions  you  are 
propofing  about  it  ;  but,  JVbat  think  ye  of  Chrift:,  who 
is  the  Lord  of  the  law,  as  well  as  David's  fon  and  Lord? 
You  have  an  ignorantly  high  opinion  of  Mofes  ;  but, 
What  think  ye  of  Chrift  ?  what  honour  and  refpeft  do  you 
put  upon  him  ?  Surely,  To  them  that  believe,  he  is  preci- 
ous;  or,  as  the  word  imports,  he  is  honour  able.  Where 
there  is  true  knowledge  of  Chrill,  there  is  faith  ;  where 
there  is  faith,  there  is  love ;  and  where  there  is  love, 
there  is  a  high  efteem.  Some  things,,  the  more  they  are 
known,  the  lefs  they  are  eftccmed  ;  but  it  is  not  fo  with 
Chrift ;  they  that  know  him  mr)ft,  do  efteem  him  moft  : 
God  the  Father  knows  him  bcft,  and  he  efteems  him 
moft  highly,  Ifa.  xlii.  i .  Saints  and  angels  in  heaven  know 
him  next  beft,  and  how  they  efteem  him,  you  may  fee. 
Rev.  V.  8.  10,  II,  12.  The  more  that  any  on  eartli 
knows  him,  the  more  do>they  efteem  him;  and  only 
tliefe  that  do  not  know  him,  do  not  efteem  him,  i  Cor. 
i.  21, — 24.  They  that  are  beft  judges,  think  highly  of 
Chrift.  What  judge  ye,  what  efteem  have  ye  of  him  ? 
There  is  a  fourfold  lodging  or  room,  that  the  efteem  of 
Chrift  hath  in  the  fouls  of  them  that  duly  efteem  him. 

(i.)  In  their  intelleflive  faculty;  that  is,  in  their  un- 
derftanding  this  efteem  lodges,  faying,  O  !  /  determine 
to  know  nothing  but  Chrift.  O  Sirs,  if  a  man  had  the 
knowledge  of  all  the  univerfities  of  the  world  concentred 
in  him,  and  yet  know  not  Chrift,  he  is  but  a  poor  filly 
lot.  Paul,  brought  'up  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  had  a 
great  (leal  of  knowledge,  and  human  literature  ;  but 
wheiiever  he  came  to  know  Chrift,  O,  fays  he,  /  count 
all  but  dung  for  the  excellency  of  the  knonvledgc  of  Chrift 
jfefus  my  Lord, 

(2.)  In  their  eleftive  faculty; .  that  is,  in  their  choice 
does  this  efteem  lodge.     O  they  that  efteem  Chrift,  they  . 
felefl  aijd  fingle  him  out  for  a  Head  and  HuflDand,  with 
whom  they  refolve  to  live  and  die,  ta^VYv^^  Whom  ^^a-oe 
J v'/g  i>eaven  hit  tbee?  and  tber^  is  none  upon  tbe  eartb  \h(xx 
I  ^/e/tre  l^e^dt^s  tbee.  ^ 
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(3.)  In  their  profecutive  faculty;  that  is,  in  their  affec- 
tions does  this  efteem  lodge ;  thefe  do  ardently  and  ve- 
hemently purfue  after  him.  As  nothing  can  fatisfy  a  ' 
hungry  man  but- food,  fo  nothing  Satisfies  fuch  a  foul  but 
Chrill;  hence  proceeds  their  induftry  in  the  ufe  of  means 
and  ordinances. 

(4.)  In  their  retentive  faculty;  that  is,  in  their  me- 
mory will  this  efteem  alfo  lodge  ;  while  their  efteem  of 
him  makes  them  remember  him,  and  their  meditation  of 
him  to  be  fweet;  *'  When  I  remember  thee  upon  my  bed, 
and  meditate  on  thee  in  the  night -waches,  my  foul  flaall 
be  fatisfied  as  with  marrow  and  fatnefs,  and  my  mouth 
fhall  praife  thee  with  joyful  lips,"  Pfalm  Ixiii.  5,  6. 
What  we  love  and  efteem,  will  have  a  lodging  in  our 
minds  and  thoughts.  And  where  does  the  ftrain  of  our 
thoughts  and  meditations  run  ?  is,  no  doubt,  implied  in 
this  queftions,  What  think  ye  of  Cbrift  ?  What  room  do 
you  give  him  in  your  heart  and  thoughts  ?  Now,  thefe 
four  particulars,  namely,  i.  What  know  ye;  2.  What 
believe  ye;  3.  What  love  ye;  4.  What  efteem  ye-of 
Chrift  ?  are  here  implied. 

3t//jy,  The  third  thing  here  propofed  was,  to  fliew 
the  import  of  this  queftion  formally  confidered,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  quality  of  the  a£l.  I  have  ftiewed  what  may 
be  implied  in  this  queftion,  with  relation  to  the  objeft, 
and  alfo  the  aft  of  thinking  :  now,  the  interrogative 
particle  nubat^  pointing  at  the  quality  of  this  aft,  may 
furnilh  us  with  feme  further  thoughts  concerning  the 
import  of  the  queftion  formally  confidered.  It  is  the 
'iubdt  in  the  text  that  I  am  now  fpecially  upon ;  and  be- 
fides  the  general.  What  is  your  opinion  of  Chrift  ? 
What  is  your  judgment  about  Chrift?  There  is  a  four- 
fold what  here  implied, 

1.  What  good  do  you  think  of  him?  you  Pharifees 
think  much  good  of  yourfelves  :  who  but  you,  and 
your  righteoufnefs,  your  alms,  your  facrifices,  your 
temple,  your  zeal  for  Mofes,  and  the  law  ?  but,  What 
tbink  ye  of  Cbrift?  Is  he  no  more  in  your  view  than  a 
mortal  fon  of  a  mortal  man  ?  no  wonder  then,  in  this 
cafe^  you  think  little  good  of  him.     Can  you  afcend  no 
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higher  in  your  contemplation  to  apprehend  him  as  the  im- 
mortal Son  of  the  immortal  God;  the  eternal  Son  of  the 
eternal  Father  :  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  the  gift  of 
God,  the  true  facrifice,  the  true  temple,  the  antitype 
of  all  the  types,  the  fubllance  of  all  the  Ihadows,  the 
fulnefs  of  all  the  prophecies  and  promifes  ?  What!  do 
you  think  Iiim  good  for  nothing,  but  to  be  defpifed, 
debafed,  and  trampled  upon !  What  good  do  you  think 
of  him  ? 

2.  What  glory  do  you  think  to  be  in  him  ?  Do  you 
not  darken  his  glory,  when  you  look  upon  him  only  to 
be  the  fon  of  David,  and  not  alfo  to  be  the  Lord  of  Da- 
vid, and  the  Lord  of  glory,  the  root  and  offspring  of  Da- 
vid ;  not  only  the  offspring  of  David,  as  man  ;  but  the 
root  of  David,  as  God  ?  What  think  ye  of  him  as  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  God  of  glory,  bringing  in  a  dif- 
penfation  much  more  glorious  than  that  of  Mofes,  which 
glory  was  to  be  done  away  ?  2  Cor.  iii.  7,  8,  9.  Chrift 
as  the  Sent  of  God,  being  anointed  with  the  Spirit  for 
that  end.  **  If  the  miniftration  of  death,  written  and  en- 
graven on  ftones,  was  glorious, — ^liow  (hall  not  the  mini- 
ftration of  the  Spirit  be  rather  glorious  ?  If  the  miniftra- 
tion of  condemnation  be  glorious,  much  more  does  the 
miniftration  of  righteoufnefs  exceed  in  glory."  And, 
what  glory  do  you  think  to  be  in  Chrift,  who  is  the  glory 
of  all  this  glory  ?  Do  you  fee  Chrift  to  be  thus  glorious, 
and  me  to  be  the  Chrift  ?  Though  now,  might  he  fay, 
this  glory  is  under  a  vail  of  flefli,  a  vail  of  exinanition  and 
humiliation ;  yet  this  mean  appearance  that  I  am  mak- 
ing now,  as  if  I  were  no  more  but  a  frail  mortal  man, 
was  clearly  foretold  to  you  by  the  prophets  concerning 
Chrift,  even  that  he  ftiould  be  a  man,  and  a  man  of  for-  * 
rows  :  can  you  fee  nothing  of  my  glory  and  excellency 
under  this  vail?  Is  there  no  glory  in  the  fun,  becaufe 
there  is  a  cloud  tetwixt  you  and  it  ? 

3.  What  ufe  do  you  think  he  is  of?  for,  if  he  were 
only  the  fon  of  David,  he  could  be  of  no  great  ufeful- 
nefs  to  a  perilhing  world  of  finners  :  but,  do  you  think 
and  confider,  that  herein  is  the  myftery  of  divine  grace  ? 
^*  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  fent  his  only  be^Qtte.w 
Son^  that  whofoQVQT  belie veth  on  \v\tql  m\^\.  x^^v  ^^*^&x^ 
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bat  have  everlalling  life.''  If  the  brazen  ferpent,  which 
was  but  a  tyjx^  of  Chrill,  was  of  ufe  to  the  Ihing  Ifrael- 
ites,  what  think  ycu  c?f  Chrift  ?  can  any  thing  in  tjie 
world -be  fo  ufeful  to  finhcrs  as  Chrift!  Of  what  ufe  is 
the  law,  whereof  you  are  boatting  ?  it  as  but  a  dead  let- 
ter, a  killing  word^  a  fentence  of  condemnation,  a  deatli- 
fummons,  a  dead  warrant  againft  you,  without  Chrift, 
who  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs.  Who,  but 
Chrift,  can  reconcile  God  to  man,  and  ingratiate  man 
with  God?  Who  but  he,  can  fulfil  the  law,  and  fatisfy 
juftice  for  thcra,  pay  their  debts,  heal  their  difeafes, 
julUfy,  fandlify,  and  fave  them,  vanquilh  fin,  death,  and 
hell  for  them,  and  at  laft  raife  the  mouldered  carcafe 
from  corruption  to  incorruption,  and  inveft  it  with  a  Hate 
of  everlafting  glory  in  the  higheft  heaven,  with  fulnefs 
of  joy,  and  pleafures  for  evermore  at  his  right-hand  ? 
Js  he  an  ufelefs  Chriil  to  you,  though  he  fills  all  in  all, 
jmd  alone  can  give  abundant  fatisfadlion  to  the  immortal 
foul,  whereas  all  things  elfe  are  but  dry  and  empty  with- 
out hini,  and  leave  men  deftitute?  Oh!  dry  means,  dry 
minifters,  dry  ordinances,  dry  facraments,  dry  fermons, 
and  dry  prayers,  if  Chrift  be  away!  Oh!  dry  breafts, 
if  he  be  not  the  milk;  dry  branches,  if  he  be  not  the  fap ; 
dry  clouds,  dry  wells,  if  he  be  not  the  v/ater  !  O  what 
life  think  ye  he  is  for?  what  work  and  fervlce  have  ye 
for  him  ? 

4.  What  worth  do  you  think  he  is  of?  Your  thoughts 
are  employed,  might  Chrift  fay,  how  to  tempt  me  with 
queftions  about  the  law,  undervaluing  that  Lord  God 
that  ^ave  the  law,  and  that  now  is  come  in  the  perfon  of 
4 he  MeiTicis  to  fulfil  the  law;  and  is  he  unworthy  to  have 
a  room  in  your  thoughts  ?  or  what  worth  do  you  think 
him  of?  If  you  judge  rightly  and  think  duly  of  him,  you 
will  find  he  hath  more  real  worth  than  allAe  world  be- 
fide  :  for,  put  all  the  creatures  in  heaven  and  earth  in 
one  fcale,  and  Chrift  in  another,  you  vvill  find  them  all 
to  be  lighter  than  vanity.  This  is  plain,  if  you  confider, 
that  when  all  the  world  of  men,  and  angels,  and  crea- 
tures were  weighed  in  the  balance  with  divine  juftice, 
they  were  found  too  light  to  counterpoife  it,  or  give  fa- 
thfa^ioij  to  it  ;rdll  they  to2.el\v^T  cq\M  ^^\.  \^^^,\n5j  the 
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full  fum  or  value  that  Ihould  fatisfy  that  juftice  :  it  coft 
more  to  redeem  a  foul,  than  all  that  they  were  worth  ; 
*^  The  redemption  of  the  foul  is  precious,  and  ceafes  for 
ever,"  fays  the  Pfalmift.  But  Chrill,  having  unfearch- 
able  riches,  is  a  mafs  of  treafure  big  enough  for  the 
purp')ftj ;  and  therefore,  when  he  was  laid  in  the  balance 
with  infinite  ju/lice,  he  was  found  of  fufficient  weight 
to  poife  it,  without  any  creature's  help  to  hold  down 
the  fcale:  nay,  ''  He  looked,  and  there  was  none  to  help, 
none  to  uphold;  therefore  his  own  arm  brought  i'alvation.'' 
And,  *'  lie  trode  the  wine  pre fs  alone,  and  of  the  people 
there  were  none  with  him,"  Ifa.  Ixiii.  3*  5.  AVho, 
among  the  creatures,  could  go  thorow  conquering  and 
to  conquer,  as  Chrifl:  did,  when  he  had  heaven,  earth, 
and  hell  to  grapple  v/ith?  What  think  ye  of  Qirilt  then? 
What  worth  do  you  think  he  is  of  ? 

Upon  the  whole,  before  I  leave  this  point,  let  me  afk 
thefe  two  queftions,  to  bring  home  this  one,  concerning 
what  worth  do  you  think  Chrift  is  oL 

The  firft  queftion  is.  What  price  would  you  bUy  him 
at,  if  you  were  to  buy  him  ?  Surely,  if  you  had  a  due 
thought  of  Chrift,  and  a  difcovery  of  the  Pearl,  you 
would,  for  joy,  fell  your  all  to  buy  it,  Matth,  xiii.  44, 
45,46.  And  when  all  is  done,  you  would  fee,  your 
all  to  be  nothing  at  all,  and  the  Pearl  to  be  all  In  all. 
Indeed  this  treafure  is  fo  great,  this  Pearl  is  fo  precious, 
that  it  cannot  be  bought  at  any  price  ;  and  therefore 
the  price  of  it  is,  no  money ^  no  price  /  altogether  free, 
Ifa.  Iv.  I.  "  Ho!  every  one  tliat  thirfteth,  come  ye  to  the 
waters ;  and  he  that  hath  no  money,  come  ye,  buy  and 
eat;  yea,  come,  buy  wine  and  milk  without  money  and 
without  price."  To  buy  here,  is  to  beg,  and  take  freely; 
yet,  if  the  queftion  be.  What  would  you  give  for  him,  if 
he  were. to  be  bought?  Surely,  if  you  knew  your  own 
need,  and  his  infinite  fulnefs  and  fuitablenefs  for  you, 
the  queftion- will  fugejcft  fome  great  thought  of  Chrift. 
O  a  thoufand  worlds,  if  1  had  them,  would  I  give  for  him ! 
Yea,  but  there  are  fome  that  hold  him  at  a  very  low 
price,  they  would  not  give  a  groat  or  fixpence  for  Chrift 
or  his  intereft ;  they  would  not  part  with  a  fliilling^  ov 
a  orown^  for  Chrill  or  his  caufe,  CWvft.  ox  \v\^  *5j:S.:^\ 
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nay,  they  will  not  part  with  a  beaftly  lull  for  him,  their 
idols  and  the  world  are  of  greater  price  to  them.  But 
there  are  others  that  know  his  worth  better,  and  are  wil- 
ling to  forfake  all  for  him;  We  have  forfaken  all^  and JqU 
lo<Q)ed  the^^  Matth.  xix.  27.  The  holy  martyrs  thought 
pot  their  lives  and  their  hearts-blood  too  dear  for  Chrift ; 
Rev.  xii.  Il,  They  loved  not  their  Jives  unto  the  death  ; 
that  is,  they  defpiied  their  lives  in  comparifon  of  Chrift ; 
they  expofed  their  bodies  to  horrible  and  painful  deaths, 
their  temporal  ellates  to  the  fpoil,  taking  joyfully  the 
fpoiling  of  their  goods,  and  expofing  their  perfons  to  all 
manner  of  Ihame  and  contempt  for  the  caufe  of  Chrift. 
O  but  a  foul  that  by  faith  apprehends  the  worth  of  Chrift, 
will  chearfully  and  willingly  give  all  for  him;  and  hav- 
ing got  Chrift,  will  go  away  rejoicing,  and  think  his  bar- 
gain to  be  yery  good,  very  great ! 

The  fecond  queftion  is,  What  rate  would  ye  fell 
him  at,  if  ye  were  to  fell  him!  Judas  fold  him,  and  tlie 
high  priefts  bought  him  for  thirty  pieces  of  fdver,  A 
goodly  price  that  I  <was  prized  at  of  tbem^  Zech.  xi.  13. 
It  is  ironically  fix)ken,  A  bonny  price  for  a  God-man ; 
Caft  it  to  the  potter^  fays  the  Lord.  Men  of  darkened 
underfi^ndings,  corrupt  minds,  and  depraved  affeclions, 
will  fell  Chrift  and  his  caufe,  Chrift  and  a  good  confci- 
ence,  for  a  trifle  :  yea,  many  betray  his  caufe  for  fonie 
poor  worldly  confideration,  O  for  fuch  a  fpirit  as  I 
read  of  in  the  forty  martyrs,  that  fuffered  under  Luci- 
nius,  anno  300,  that  when  Agricolaus  his  deputy,  one 
of  the  devil's  agents,  kt  upon  tfaem  feveral  ways  to 
draw  them  to  deny  Chrift,  and  at  laft  tempted  them 
with  an  offer  of  money  and  preferment,  they  all  cried 

out    with   one    COpfent,  '^  'Ai'Siorm    a  *Ai%'6r%u  ;e^«//«TCt  hta 

Toi  xTou\vo>rx:  *  O  Eternity,  Eternity!  give  us  money  that 

*  will  laft;  to  eternity,  and  gold  that  will  abide  for  ever, 

*  fuch  as  Chrift  can  give  us/  They  flighted  that  pi- 
tiful wealth  which  was  current  only  in  this  beggarly 
v/orld,  when  coming  in  competition  with  Chrill  and  his 
durable  riches ;  they  would  not  fell  Chrift  for  a  world, 
nay,  not  for  a  w^orld  of  worlds.  Oh!  at  what  rate 
would  you  fell  Chrift!  Surely,  if  you  think  duly  and 
highly  of  hlmf  you  wili  buy  \v\m  ^V  ^.tv^  x*^^^  Vss\t  fell 
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him  at  no  rate.  It  is  eafy  indeed  to  frame  a  pafling 
thought,  Oh!  who  would  put  Chrift  in  the  balance  witli 
any  thing !  But  Hay  till  a.  day  of  trial  come,  and  the 
queftion  be  brought  clofe  home,  *  Now,  will  you  quit 

*  Chrift  and  his  caufe,  or  will  you  quit  with  father  and 

*  -mother,  and  wife  and  children,  and  eftate  and  fortune, 

*  houfes  and  yards,  and  life  and  all :'  I  imagine  that 
would  be  a  hard  queftion ;  "  Skin  for  Ikin,  all  that  a 
man  hath  will  he  give  for  his  life:"  He  will  quit  all, 
before  lie  quit  with  his  life.  Surely,  if  Chrift  be  your 
life,  you  would  quit  all  other  lives  for  him  ;  a  natural 
life,  a  temporal  life,  a  life  of  pleafure,  a  life  of  honour^ 
a  life  of  eafe  and  worldly  accommodations  ;  and  if  you 
think  much  of  him,  there  is  fome  life  you  have  quit  for 
him  already,  at  leaft  in  part,  and  in  defire  and  endeav- 
our, namely,  a  life  of  fin,  a  life  of  felf,  a  life  of  legal 
righteoufnefs,  that  the  life  you  live,  may  be  a  life  of  faith 
on  the  Son  of  God.  Now,  I  fuppofe,  all  thefe  wbatt  are 
imported  in  the  queftion  :  i.  What  good  do  you  think  of 
him?  2.  What  glory  do  you  think  to  be  in  him  ?  3.  What 
ufe  do  you  think  he  is  for  ?  4.  What  'ixwrtb  do  you  think 
he  is  of,  when  he  is  to  be  bought  or  fold?  This  queftion 
bears  all  thefe  in  its  bofom,  What  think  ye  of  Chrift  P 

4thlyy  The  fourth  and  laft  thmg  propofed  upon  the 
explication  of  the  import  of  the  queftion,  was,  to  ftiew 
the  import  of  it  fubjeftively  confidered;  or  with  re* 
fpe£t  to  the  perfons  that  are  the  fubjefls  thereof ;  cr 
to  whom  the  queftion  is  put,  in  the  pronoun  ye,  What 
think  YE  of  Chrift  ?  And  under  this  confideration  we 
may  take  a  fourfold  view  of  the  queftion. 

1.  View  it  as  it  was  put  tp  tlie  Jews  in  general,  for 
fo  were  thefe  to  whom  Chrift  is  here  fpeaking  :  ye  that 
are  Jews,  What  think  ye  of  Chrift  P  Ye  that  are  the  peo|de 
of  whom,  concerning  the  flefti,  Chrift  came,  for  (as  ye 
own  concerning  Chrift)  he  is  the  fon  of  David ;  and  ye 
are  the  people  to  whom  he  and  his  gofpel  behoved  firft 
to  come  ;  For  fahation  is  of  the  Je^vos^  John  iv.  22.  Ye 
are  his  own  people;  and.  What  think  ye  of  Chrift  P  Alas  I 
He  came  to  his  Ofsn^  and  his  own  received  him  not ;  they 
thought  nothing  of  him  when  he  came  :  and  therefore^ 
as  Vavl  /av5;  Ad^  xxviii.  28*  Tic/alxjatiotv  o|  God  11  Jw^ 
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to  the  Gentiles ;  and  he  adds,  tbey  vsill  bear  it.  Now, 
of  confequence,  Cfhrift  and  the  gofpel,  and  this  queftion 
with  it,  comes  to  you,  Gentiles,  faying,  What  think  ye 
of  Cb rift?  Oh!  will  ye  think  nothing  of  him?  Or, 
will  ye  make  Paul  a  liar,  who  faid,  ye  ftiould  hear  it  ? 
Or,  rather,  will  ye  give  the  lie  to  the  Spirit  of  God  ? 
Nay,  whatever  the  moft  part  do,  yet  as  many  as  were 
ordained  to  eternal  life,  will  be  brought  to  think  highly 
of  Chrift,  by  getting  the  faving  knowledge,  faith,  love, 
and  efteem  of  him. 

2,  View  the  queftion  as  it  was  put  to  tlie  Pharifees, 
91  let  of  hypocrites  and  felf-righteous  perfons  :  ye  that 
are.  Pharifees,  Wbat  think  ye  of  Cb  rift?  Ye  are  ftrid 
obfervers  of -the  letter  of  t[ie  law,  and  think  much  of 
your  long  prayers,  your  giving  alms  of  all  that  you 
poffefs,  your  fafting  twice  a-wcek,  your  being  no  open 
drunkards,  whoremongers,  extortioners,  nor  like  this 
or  that  publican;  but  while  you  think  fo'much  of  your- 
felves  and  your  own  righteoufnefs,  and  think  nothing  of 
Chrift,  publicans  and  harlots  go  into  the  kingdom  before 
you;  therefore,  what  think  ye  of  Chrift  the  fon  of  David, 
the  Lord  of  David,  the  Lord  of  the  law,  by  whom  alone 
everlafting  righteoufnefs  is  brought  in,  anfwering  the 
fpirit,  and  not  the  letter  of  the  law  only  ?  The  queftion 
tiien  comes  to  be  propofed  to  all  of  the  fame  kidney  with 
thefe  Pharifees :  Ye  that  are  hypocrites,  and  felf-juftify- 
ing  perfons,  What  think  yc  of  Chrift?  Ye  that  are  think- 
ing, O  you  are  an  honeft  man,  you  have  always  been  a 
good  neighbour,  juft  in  your  dealing,  civil  in  your  car- 
riage, and  fo  you  fancy  yourfclf  to  be  touching  the  law 
blamelefs:  What,  man!  are  you  content  to  be  judged  by 
the  law?  Then  to  Caefar  let  us  go ;  to  the  law  let  us  go: 
but  only  Ixjok  the  law  broad  in  the  face ;  look  not  only  to 
the  out-ftde  of  the  law,  like  a  man  looking  only  to  the 
back  and  out- fide  of  a  looking-glafs,  or  to  the  frame  and 
edge  of  it,  where  he  does  not  fee  himfelf ;  but  look  to 
the  in-fidc  of  the  looking-glafs  of  the  law,  to  the  fpiri- 
tuality  of  it ;  fet  your  face  to  the  face  of  the  glafs,  and 
you  will  fee  what  a  deformed,  filthy  creature  you  are, 
fo  you  will  find  it  curfing  you  to  your  face,  and  curfing 
you  to  hdl  for  every  wicked  tliou^\\X^  ^^  w^ll  as  aflion. 
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faying,  "  Curfed  is  every  one  that  continues  not  in  all 
thinks  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them."— 
Therefore,  you  have  need  to  tliink  again,  and  think 
better  than  ever  you  did,  about  a  law-juftifying  righte- 
oulhefs ;  and  to  think  there  is  need  of  this  quettion, 
Wbat    think  yc  of  Cbrift  ? 

3.  View  the  queiUon  as  it  was  put  to  the  Sadducees; 
for  it  feems  they  were  combined  with  thePharifees  here 
againft  Chrift,  if  you  compare  ver,  23.  and  34.  Now, 
thefe  Sadducees  were  a  fedl  of  people  that  denied  the 
immortality  of  the  foul,  the  refurreftion  of  the  body,' 
the  exiftence  of  fpirits  and  angels,  A£ls  xxiii,  8.:  In  a 
word,  they  were  half  Atheiits,  if  not  whi^Uy  fo ;  like 
the  gracelefs  wits  cf  our  day,  that  call  therafelves  Free- 
thinkers :  Well,  fays  Ghrift,  What  tbink  ye  of  Cbrift? 
JVbofdfon  is  be  ?  If  you  could  view  him  as  not  only 
David's  fon,  but  David's  Lord  and  God;  and  as  the  God 
of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacobs  not  the  God  of  the  dead, 
but  of  the  living  ;  would  you  perfift  in  thefe  athcillical 
tenets,  concerning  the  refurreftion  of  the  b()dy,  the 
being  of  fouls  ?  No,  no.  The  queftion  tlien  is  appli- 
cable to  all  that  fort  of  people :  ye  that  are  Atheifts, 
Deiils,  and  damnable  erroneous  Free-thinkers,  Oh ! 
Wbat  tbink  ye  of  Cbrift  P  No  doubt,  with  Herod  and 
his  men  of  war,  you  fet  him  at  nought !  But,  Oh  !  will 
you  think  again,  and  recal  your  thoughts?  Let  them  fix^ 
upon  Chrift  a  while,  and  you  ftiall  find  all  the  truths 
of  the  Bible  cleai^d  and  vindicated,  by  him  who  is  the 
truth  itfelf;  and  that  this  eternal  Son  of  God  is  fent 
from  the  Father,  of  purpofe  to  confirm  them  by  his 
dodtrine,  life,  death,  and  refurreftion.     Again, 

4.  View  the  queftion,  v;ith  refpeft  to  its  general 
defign,  which  is  (together  with  all  other  fcriptures)  the 
profit  of  all  to  whom  it  comes;  for  their  reproof,  correc- 
tion, or  inftruftion  in  rightecufnefs,  2  Tim.  iii.  16.;  and 
for  convincing  of  finners,  or  confirming  of  faints  :  and 
fo  it  comes  to  all  and  every  one  of  us,  minifters  or  peo- 
ple, high  and  low,  rich  and  poor;  Wbat  tbini  ye  of 
Cbrift  ^  And  here  I  have  occafion  to  look  round  about 
me,  and  afk  the  queftion  at  all  and  every  one  that  hears 
me ;  and  indeed  we  may  begui  &tft.  ^\  om\1^n^^* 
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O  we  that  are  ministers,  what  think  we  qf  Chrift  ? 
Is  he  the  Son  and  Lord  of  David,  the  eternal  Son  of 
God  ?  Surely  we  cannot  think,  or  fpeak,  or  preach 
too  much  of  Chrift.  It  is  our  honour,  if  we  can  fay, 
**  We  preach  not  ourfelves,  but  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord:" 
and  that  to  us,  who  are  thcleaft  of  all  faints  (may  fome 
of  us  fay)  fliould  this  grace  be  given,  to  preach  among 
the  Gentiles  the  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrift.  But, 
while  we  fpeak  of  Chrift  to  others,  what  do  we  think  of 
Chrift  ourfelves  ?  To  be  fure,  if  we  do  not  think  of 
Chrift  as  we  ought,  we  will  not  fpeak  of  Chrift  as  we 
Ihould.  Chrift  in  the  heart-,  and  Chrift  in  the  mouth, 
make  right  preaching.  If  any  preach  Chrift  out  of  envy, 
as  the  apoftle  fays,  it  is  well  that  Chrift  is  preached:  but 
as  it  muft  be  but  bungling  work  to  fuch;  fo  they  would 
do  well  to  confider,  that  the  queftion  is  not,  What  preach 
ye  of  Chrift?  but,  What  think  ye  of  Chrift  ? — ^Again,  O 
ye  that  are  the  people,  What  think  ye  of  Chrift?  What- 
€ver  be  your  ftate  or  condition,  fex  or  quality,  the 
queftion  comes  to  you  ;  and  let  none  of  you  dare  to  ne- 
gleft  the  pondering  on  it,  when  Chrift  himfelf  is  pofmg 
you  with  it,  JVhat  think  ye  of  Chrift  P — Ye  that  are 
MAGISTRATES,  or  iu  placcs  of  power, truft,  and  authority, 
What  think  ye  of  Chrift  P  Are  you  employing  your  pow- 
er for  Chrift,  and  his  caufe  and  intereft  ? — Ye  that  are 
MASTERS,  or  MISTRESSES  of  families,  JVhat  think  ye  of 
Chrift  ?  Is  it  the  language  of  your  foul,  "  As  for  me  and 
my  houfe,  we  will  ferve  the  Lord  ?"  ♦Are  you  defiring, 
with  Abraham,  to  command  your  children,  and  your 
houftiold  after  you,  to  keep  the  ways  of  the  Lord  ;  and 
praying  for  them,  and  inftrufting  them  in  the  knowledge 
of  Chrift? — ^Again,  Ye  that  are  children  under  your 
parents,  O  !  What,  think  ye  of  Chrift?  Whofefon  is  he  ? 
Do  you  know  him  to  be  the  fon  of  David,  and  the  Son 
of  God  too  ?  And  would  it  not  be  your  great  laappinefs, 
to  be  the  fons  and  children  of  God  in  him  ?  Your  fa- 
ther and  mother  may  die,  and  leave  you,  therefore  it  is 
your  beft  to  feek  an  intereft  in  him  to  be  your  everlaft- 
ing  Father — Ye  that  are  servants,  What  think  ye  of 
Chrift  ?  Would  you  have  him  for  your  Mafter  and 
Lord!    Is  it  not  your  greaieftYvotioxxx  Xs>\>^\a^fexN^xvts^ 


'>«'W 


pf  the  GoJptUCatecbiJm*  333 

who  is  David's  Lord  ?  He  that  was  David's  Son,  was 
David's  Mafter :  and  as  David  in  Spirit  called  him 
Lord  ;  fo,  Ihould  not  all  that  is  within  you  call  hini 
Liord  ?  Serve  your  mafters  honeftly  ;  but  let  him  who 
is  the  Lord  of  lords  be  a  Mafter  above  all  mafters  to  you. 
Ye  that  are  tradesmen,  What  think  ye  of  Cbriftf 
Have  you  no  trading  with  heaven  ?  Does  your  civil 
trade  in  a  world  take  up  all  your  thoughts  ?  Surely,  it 
is  either  an  unlawful  trade,  or  unlawfully  ufed,  that 
cannot  confift  with  this  Chriftian  trade  of  giving  the 
chief  of  your  thoughts  to  him,  that  is  the  Chief  among  • 
ten  thoufand,  Song  v.  ro. — Ye  that  are  husbandmen. 
What  think  ye  of  Chrift  ?  Do  you  think  more  of  your 
ploughs  and  oxen,  or  corn  and  cattle,  and  barns  and 
goods,  than  of  glorious  Chrift?  Do  you  not  know, 
whether  you  be  tenants,  feuars,  or  freeholders,  that 
you  are  tenants  to  him,  and  hold  your  all  of  him  ?  Are 
you  more  taken  up  in  tliinking  of  a  great  crop,  or  a 
good  harveft,  than  of  him  who  is  the  Lord  of  the  harveft^ 
both  in  a  natural  and  fpiritual  fenfe,  and  Lord  of  all 
that  you  have? — Ye  that  are  mean  cotters,  IVbat 
think  ye  of  Chrift  ?  Woes  me,  does  your  cote-houfe, 
and  your  cow,  and  your  fmall  yard,  ly  nearer  your 
heart  than  precious  Chrift  ?  Oh!  if  you  were  acquaint- 
ed  with  communion  with  him,  you  would  find  a  mean 
cottage  with  Chrift,  better  than  a  princely  palace  with- 
out him. — Ye  that  are  poor  begg>ar8,  What  think  ye  of 
Chrift?  To  the  poor  the  gofpel  is  preached  ;  to  you  is 
Chrift  and  his  unfearchable  riches  offered  :  but  I  fear 
there  are  fome  of  you  who  think  more  of  a  halfpenny, 
than  you  think  of  Chrift  :  everlafting  poverty  and  mi- 
fery  will  be  your  portion,  if  your  thoughts  be  not  chang- 
ed and  renewed.  You  come  to  communion-occafions 
Qnly  to  beg  alms,  not  knowing  that  then  you  are  at  the 
beautiful -gate  of  the  temple,  where  you  might  get  an 
alms  that  might  enriph  you  for  ever.  You  have  the 
art  of  begging  from  men,  and  from  door  to  door,  but 
perhaps  you  never  think  of  begging  at  Chrift's  door : 
Oh !  will  you  begin  to  think,  and  to  think  of  Chrift^ 
before  the  door  of  mercy  be  ftiut  t — Agaiti^  ve  tiv%?L  -j^x^ 
rich  and  wealthy  in  the  world,  Wha%  tbink  je  oj  ObTiS%> 
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Hath  he  given  you  riches,  think  you,  to  Ileal  away 
your  tearts  from  him,  or  rather  to  improve  them  for, 
and  confecrate  them  to  his  honour,  and  for  the  good 
of  others,  efpecially  of  the  houlhold  of  faith  ?  Men 
may  court  your  favour,  but  you  are  to  be  pitied,  as  poor 
raiferable  Vv'retches,  if  you  have,  your  portion  only  in 
this  life  :  though  you  had  all  the  gold  of  Ophir,  v/ith- 
out  Chrift  you  have  nothing  but  a  fhadow;  you  are  defti- 
tute  of  the  true  fubftance. — You  that  are  wife,  mighty, 
or  noble.  What  think  ye  of  Cbr'ift  ?  May  it  not  ftartle 
'you  a  little,  that  he  hath  faid,  "  Not  many  wife  after 
the  flelh,  not  many  mighty,  not  many  noble  are  called; 
but  God  hath  chofen  the  foolilli,  v/eak,  bafe,  and  defpi- 
cable  things  of  the  world,"  You  have  no  reafon  to 
defpair,  for  he  hath  not  faid,  not  any  of  them  ;  but  yet 
you  have  reafon  to  think  where  you  are,  for  he  hath  faid 
Jttot  many  of  them  :  and  indeed,  as  an  evidence  of  this, 
look  to  the  great  men  of  our  day,  you  will  fee,  that  the 
generality  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  Scotland  and 
England,  they  think  very  little  of  Chrift. — You  that  are 
fcholars  and  ftudents,  What  think  ye.of  Cbrift?  What 
will  all  the  wifdom  and  literature,  liberal  arts  and  fcien- 
ces,  and  baft  accomplifhments  in  the  world  avail  you, 
without  Chrift?  They  will  qualify  you  to  be  more  emi- 
nent fervants  to  the  devil,  and  his  intereft,  if  you  learn 
not  Chrift  together  with  them.  You  may  be  ftudents 
of  Latin  and  Greek,  and  Hebrew :  ftudents  of  philofophy, 
aftroaomy,  aftrology,  geography,  and  mathematics ; 
yea,  and  ftudents  of  divinity  too ;  and  yet  lofe  all  your 
pains,  if  you  do  not  ftudy  Chrift. — Ye  that  are  ignorant 
and  illiterate  perfons.  What  think  ye  of  Chrift  ?  It 
may  be,  you  cannot  read  the  Bible  ;  you  was  never  at 
a  fchool ;  your  parents  died  when  you  Vv^ere  young,  or 
elfe  were  poor,  and  could  not ;  or  gracelefs,  and  would 
not  fet  you  to  the  fchool ;  or  if  you  can  read,  that  is 
all :  you  know  not  fo  much  as  the  firft  principles  of  the 
doftrine  of  Chrift,  and  can  hardly  tell  whofe  fon  he  is. 
If  you  could  be  brought  this  day  to  think  highly  of 
Chrift,  then  fliould  you  know,  and  follow  on  to  know 
the  Lord.  Oh !  neglefl  not  henceforth  the  means  of  the 
knqwlpdgo  of  Chrift !  if  you  Uattv  ol  \\\m^  V^  V%^  va-aJ^w^ 
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you  wifer  tliaii  the  reft  of  the  world,  for  as  far  behind 
as  you  are  ;  even  wife  unto  falvation. — Ye  that  are  old 
men  and  women,  What  think  ye  of  Chrift  ?  How  many 
thoufands  and  millions  of  thoughts  have  you  bellowed 
upon  the  devil,  the  world,  your  lulls,  and  idols  in  your 
lime,  which  would  have  been  better  bellowed  upon 
Chrift,  and  the  concerns  of  your  eternal  falvation?  And 
now,  that  death,  judgment,  and  eteniity,  are  hard  at 
hand  ;  Ah  !  how  can  you  think  of  going  down  to  the 
grave,  and  into  an  everlafting  ftate,  without  being  iu 
cafe  to  anfwer  this  queftion  to  purpofe,  What  think  ys 
of  Chrift  ? — Ye  that  are  young  men  and  women,  IVhap 
think  ye  of  Chrift  ?  Ye  are  now  in  the  flower  of  your, 
age ;  Oh  !  fhall  not  Chrift  have  the  flower  of  your 
thoughts,  that  according  to  the  Father's  promife  to  him, 
he  may  have  the  rfew  of  his  youtb^  by  your  dedicating 
to  him  the  dew  of  your  youth,  and  fleeing  all  youthful 
lufts  ? — Ye  that  are  children  and  little-ones,  lads  and 
laffes,  boys  and  girls,  capable  to  think,  O !  What  think 
ye  of  Chrift  ?  Alas  !  my  dear  children,  (to  fay  a  word 
to  you)  you  may  fee  what  ill  hearts  you  have,  that  make 
you  think  more  of  little  plays  and  trifles,  nignays  and 
butterflies,  than  you  think  of  Chrift  :  you  mind  any 
thing  fooner  than  your  Creator  or  Redeemer,  whom  God 
calls  you  to  remember  in  the  days  of  your  youth. — 
Therefore,  after  this,  when  you  are  playing,  will  you 
think  more  of  praying  ?  for  God  fays,  *'  I  love  them  that 
love  me  ;  and  thofe  that  feek  me  early  ftiall  find  me:" 
And  tliink  more  of  reading  the  Bible,  like  young  Timo- 
thy, who,  from  a  child,  knew  the  holy  fcriptures. 

In  a  word,  if  there  be  any  perfons  here,  who  think  I 
have  not  touched  at  their  cafe,  let  them  know,  that  the 
queftion  is  to  all  and  every  one  of  you.  What  think  ye 
of  Chrift?  Oh  gracelefs  world!  How  unworthily  do 
you  think  of  Chrift  ?  The  covetous  man  thinks  more 
of  a  fmall  piece  of  money,  than  of  Chrift,  like  Demas. 
Ambitious  men  think  more  of  a  hat  than  of  Chrift ;  like 
Haman,  or  as  Saul,  who  faid  to  Samuel,  '*  Honour  me 
before  the  people."  The  voluptuous  man  thinks  more 
of  a  bafe  luft,  than  of  Chrift.  The  drunkard  thiak^  more 
of  a  hearty  cup,    thin  of  Chnft.    T>cve  ^\iXX.wv  'Odvctfw^ 
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more  of  a  hearty  rneal^  than  of  Chrift-  The  proud  man 
thinks  more  of  himfelf,  than  of  Chrift.  Pride  of  righ- 
teoufnefs  thinks  more  of  prayers,  and  attendance  on 
ordinances,  than  of  Chrift.  Pride  of  grace  thinks  more 
of  a  good  frame,  than  of  Chrift;  Pride  of  wifdom 
thinks  more  of  a  witticifm,  or  of  a  fine  difcourfe,  than 
of  Chrift.  Pride  of  beauty  thinks  more  of  a  fein-deep 
complexion,  than  of  Chrift.  Pride  of  bravery  thinks 
more  of  a  fine  fuit  of  clothes,  than  of  Chrift,  though 
the  filly  Iheep  wore  it. on  its  back  before  them.  Behold 
'  how  Chrift  is  vilified  and  undervalued  in  the  world ! 
But,  O  Believer!  What  think  ye  of  drift  f  Surely, 
if  you  be  a  gracious  perfon,  Chrift  will  be  to  you  a  pre- 
cious perfon ;  and  you  will  wonder  at  the  folly  and 
madnefs  of  the  world,  that  fets  every  thing  above  Chrift, 
in  their  thoughts  and  efteem.  Why,  they  are  ignorant 
6f  Chrift,  and  ignorant -of  themfelves  :  if  they  were  con- 
^vinced  of  their  fin  and  mifery,  they  would  think  much 
irof  a  Saviour  and  Redeemer;  if  they  knew  their  difeafe, 
they  would  think  much  of  fuch  a  Phyfician  to  heal 
them ;  if  they  knew  their  nakednefs,  they  would  think 
much  of  fuch  a  garment  to  clothe  them ;  if  they  knew 
their  pollution,  they  would  think  much  of  fuch  a  foun- 
tain to  wafla  them ;  if  they  knew  their  deep  arrears  to 
divine  juftice,  and  bankrupt  ftate,  they  would  think 
much  of  fuch  a  Surety  to  pay  their  debt.  Surely,  if 
they  knew,  they  would  not  thus  defpife  the  Lord  of 
glory.  However,  be  it  known  to  all  and  every  one  of 
you,  that  this  queftion  is  put  to  you;  and  you  ought 
to  put  it  to  yourfelves,  before  God,  by  difcovering 
what  you  are,  and  where  you  ftand. — And  now,  having 
^ened  the  import  of  the  queftion,  in  the  feveral  branches 
ef  it,  I  proceed  next  to, 

III.  The  Third  general  Head  propofed,  namely,  to 
ofier  fome  reafons  of  the  doftrine,  why  this  is  the  great 
leading  queftion  to  the  Chriftian  catechifm,  by  which 
people  are  to  try  themfelves ;  or  why  this  queftion  is 
put  as  a  touchftone,  for  difcovering  what  metal  we  are  of, 
Wi:'at  think  ye  of  Chrift  P     Why,   . 

J.  This  queftion.  What  think  y^  of  CbrlJ\?    v&  Y^t^ 
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becaufe  without  right  thoughts  of  Chrift,  there  is  no  right 
thoughts  of  God;  and  without  the  knowledge  of  Chrift, 
there  is  no  true  knowledge  of  God.  God  is  an  invi- 
fible  God,  and  Chrill  only  is  the  image  of  the  invifible 
God,  Col.  i.  15.  There  are  three  ways  to  know,  fee, 
and  comprehend  God:  one  is,  by  the  creatures  he  hath 
made;  '*  The  invifible  things  of  God  are  clearly  feen 
from  the  creation  of  the  world,  even  his  eternal  power  and 
Godhead,"  Rom.  i.  20.  Another  vs  by  the  foriptures, 
for  they  make  God  known  : .  but  the  third  and  only  fav- 
ing  way  of  knowing  and  apprehending  God,  is  by 
Chrift,  Now,  the  knowledge  of  God,  that  we  have  by 
the  creatures,  is  like  the  knowledge  we  have  of  a  man 
by  his  workmanfhip,  which  he  hath  wrought ;  if  the 
workmanlhip  be  rare  and  excellent,  fuch  as  hath  re- 
quired great  art  and  ftrength,  then  we  conceive  the 
man  that  hath  done  it,  hath  been  a  wife  man,  a  llrong 
man,  and  the  like,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  work- 
manfliip :  fo,  when  we  know  God  by  the  creatures,  we 
conceive  that  the  God  that  hath  made  them,  muft  be  a 
great  God,,  a  wife  God,  a  powerful  God.  But  next, 
the  knowledge  that  we  have  of  God  by  the  fcriptures ; 
I  mean,  the  literal  knowledge,  is  like  that  knowledge 
that  one  gets  of  a  famous  learned  man,  by  reading  what 
'  he  writes ;  if  in  his  writing  he  hath  difcovered  much 
learning,  vaft  fenfe,  and  folid  judgment,  accordingly  we 
conceive  him  to  be  a  fenfible,  judicious  man  :  fo,  by 
reading  the  word,  we  conceive  of  G«d's  excellency,  as 
we  do  of  a  man  by  his  writing  ;  but  the  knowledge  of 
.God,  that  we  get  by  Chrift,  is  like  that  knowledge 
which  one  gets  of  a  king,  by  having  feen  his  image, 
or  rather  his  fon,  who  is  as  like  him  as  he  can  look. 
Now,  Chrift  is  like  the  Father,  and  fo  truly  and  really 
his  image,  that  though  blind  Arians  cannot  fee  the  ef- 
fential  glory  of  the  Father  in  him,  yet  he  fays  to  Philip, 
John  xiv.  6.  He  that  bath  feen  me^  bath  feen  the  Father. 
Now,  in  the  book  of  the  creature,  we  may  fee  the  be- 
ing of  God ;  in  tlie  book  of  the  fcripture,  the  will  of 
God  :  but  above  all  thefe,  we  have  another  book  writ- 
ten, as  it  were,  with  the  rays  of  the  fun^  even  Cuv.w^^. 
whom  we  may  call  a  book,  for  he  \s  ^\\\  ^  ^^\*^  '^*  ^'^^^ 
Vol.  in.  .  \Y  .  "^^^ 
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the  Word  of  God^  Rev.  xix.  13.;  but  he  is  not  made 
with  ink  and  paper,  he  is  a  living  book,  a  living  pidture 
and  reprefentative  of  the  Father ;  the  brightnefs  of  his 
glcry,  and  the  exprefs  image  of  hisperfon,  Heb.i.  3.  The 
laving  knowledge  of  God  is  by  Chrift,  John  i.  18.  and 
in  Chrift,  2  Cor.  iv.  6.     And  again,  hence, 

2.  This  qUellion,    What   think  ye  of  Chrift?  is  put, 
■becaufe,    without  right  thoughts  of  Chrift,    there  can 
be  no  religion,  and  confequently  no  falvation.     There  is 
no  coming  to  God,  but  in  Chrift;   I  am  pbe  w/ry,  the  truth 
arid  the  lif&;    no  man   conieth  to  the  Father^    but  by  me^ 
John  xiv.  6.     Without   believing   thoughts    of  Chrift, 
then,  we  cannot  worfhip  God  aright,  or  acceptably;  for, 
Without  faith   it  is  impoffible    to  plcafe  God^   Heb-  xi.  6. 
And  I  have  fhewed  you  already,  that  right  thinking  is  be- 
lieving ;   and  without  believing  in  him,  there  is  not  fal- 
vation  :   He  that  believes  not  Jhall  be  damned;   for",  there 
is  no  other  name  given  under  heaven^  ^^hereby  scue  muft  be 
faved;  neither  is  there  falvation  in  any  otber^  A6ts  iv,  12. 
A  man,  that  cannot  think  of  Chrift  as  he  ftiould,  cannot 
perform  a  religious  action  as  he  ought:  as  the  evil  man, 
out  of  the  evil  treafure  of  his  heart,  brings  forth  evil 
things;   fo  a  good  man,   out  of  the  good  treafure  of  his 
heart,  brings  forth 'good  things,  Matth.  xii,  35.     Now, 
Chrift  in  the  heart,  hy  his  Spirit,  is  indeed  a  good  trea- 
fure:   and  as  natural  thoughts  produce  natural  aftions, 
carnal  thoughts,   carnal   actions;   fo  fpiritual  thoughts 
bring  forth   fpiritual  a6lions»    and   Chriftian  thoughts 
'  Chriftian  aftions.     True  rerigion  begins  and  advances 
with  the  right  thoughts  of  God.  I  defy  a  man  that  knows 
the  Lord,  to  pray  or  worlhip  God  comfortably,  without 
fome  due  afpprehenfion  of  Chrift:  for„  as  in  Chrift  alone 
God  is  well-pleafed ;  fo  it  is  in  the  view  of  Chrift,  or  of 
God  in  him,  that  the  foul  is  well-pleafed. 

4.  This  queftion,  What  think  ye  cf  Chrift?  is  put, 
becaufe  it  is  the  beft  rule  of  felf-examination,  feeing,  as 
mens  thoughts  of  Chrift  are,  fo  is  their  ftate  ;  as  men 
think  in  their  heart,  fo  are  they,  Prov.  xxii.  9.  If  a  man 
be  rifen  with  Chrift,  then  his  thoughts  and  affe£lions  are 
fet  on  things  above,  where  Chrift  fits  on  the  right-hand  of 
God,  C(A>  iiii  I,  2*     1£  You\>^C\i\:^SyL'!ixv%vc^^       then 
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you  have  Chriil  in  you,  the  hope  of  glory,  Col.  i.  27. ; 
and  if  Chrift  be  in  you,  he  will  have  a  high  room  in 
your  thought  and  eflcem :  and  therefore  it  is  laid  down 
as  the  beft  rule  of  examinatiim,  2  Cor.  xiii.  5.  Examine 
yourfehesjwbdtber  you  be  in  the  faith  ;  prove  yourf elves  ^ 
knovi  ye  not  your  own  fiflveSy  hoiv  that  Chrift  Jefus  is  in 
you^  except  you  be  reprobates^  «/«W(j/,  usapproved,  or 
REjECTfcTD  ?  If  ^ny  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrift^  he 
is  nont  of  his^  Rom.  viii.  9.  No'vo^  they  that  have  the 
Spirit^  do  mind  the  things  of  the  Spirit^  the  things  of 
God,  and  particularly  the  Christ  of  God. 

4.   T\\\S(]}XG^\on^  What  think  ye  of  Chrift?   Is  put,  be- 
caufe  this  queftion  comprehends  all  other  queftions  in  re- 
liction.    After  the  Pliarifees  had  done  with  aflcing  their 
difl5.cult  queftions  about  the  law,  Chriil  propofes  a  quef- 
tion, which  fwallows  up  all  their  queftions,   and  com- 
prehends all  that  is  neceffary  to  be  known  ;   and  if  \ve 
could  anfwer  this  queftion  to  pilrpofe,  we  would  be  in 
cafe  to  anfwer  all  the  queftions  that  concerns  both  the 
law  and  the  gofpel,;  for,  Chrift  is  the  end  of  the  law,  and 
the  fura  of  the  gofpel.  They  that  know  Chrift,  they  know 
where  to  find  all  the  righteoufnefs  that  the  law  requires, 
and  all  the  grace  that  the  gofpel  promifes  :   and  fo  this 
queftion  is  the  compend  of  the  Chriftian  catechifm,  and 
that  not  only  with  refpeft  to  knowledge,  but  alfo  with 
refpedt  to  praftice  and  experience.     Chrift  is  the  fum  of 
practical  godlinefs;  for.  Without  him  yoti  can  do  nothing ; 
and  by  him  ftrengthening  you,  you  can  do  all  thines. 
And  Chrift  is  the  fum  of  experimental  religion  alfo  : 
that  experience  is  not  worth  much^  that  hath  not  Chrift 
for  the  fum-total  of  it;  for,  it  is  out  of  his  fulnefs  we  re- 
ceive grace  for  grace:  and  when  a  man  can  fay,  Behold- 
ing bis  glory ^  I  have  been  changed  into  the  fame  itnage^  it 
is  a  rich  experience.     In  a  word,   all  queftions  that  re- 
late to  Chriftian  experience,  may  be  reduced  to  this  one, 
IVbat  think  ye  of  Chrift  ?  If  the  queftion  be,  what  know 
ye   of  conviction?  w^hat  know  ye  of  coilveriion  ?  w^hat 
know  ye  of  illumination  ?    what  know  ye  of  regenerati- 
on ?  what  know  ye   of  juftification  ?  what  know  ye  of 
fanftification  ?  what  intereft  have  ye  m  C\^\\&\  ^Vs^x. 
part  and  portion  have  ye  in  the  Son  o5  ^e^^'l  n;\vj>x^'^.^^ 

Y  2.  V-sux^i 
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Tiave  ye  of  his  grace  ?  and  what  hope  of  his  glory?  All 
fuch  quefiions  may  be  anfwered  with  the  anfvver  of  this, 
What  think  ye  of  thrift  f 

5.  This  queftion,  What  think  ye  of  Cbrift  ?  is  put, 
becaufe  he  would,  by  this,  put  a  Hop,  and  give  a  check 
to  all  unneceffary  curious  queilions.  They  were  but  curi- 
ous quellions  at  beft,  that  the  Sadducees  and  Pharifees 
had  ailced  of  Ghrift  ;  but  here  Chrift  gives  a  check  to 
them,  by  a  queftion  of  everlafting  moment.  Some  that 
are  but  fenfelefs  profeffors,  fhew  a  deal  of  curiofity  in 
fome  of  their  queftions,  fuch  as,  Who  was  Melchize- 
deck's" father?  and  the  like  :  but,  O  here  is  a  more  ne- 
cejDTary  queftion.  Who  was  Chrift's  Father !  What  think 
ye  of  Chrift  P  and  whofe  Son  is  he  ?  Here  is  an  ocean  of 
wifdom,  that  you  may  profitably  dive  into,  and  yet  never 
get  to  the  bottom  of  it;  for,  who  can  anfwer  that  queftion 
about  Chrift's  Father,  What  is  his  name^  and  nubat  is  bis 
Son^s  name^  if  thou  canft  tell?  Prov,  xxx.  4.- 

6.  This  queftion,  What  think  ye  of  Chrift  ?  is  put, 
becaufe  our  thoughts  are  but  loft,  if  they  be  not  beftow- 
ed  upon  him.  Till  we  be  brought  to  think  of  Chrift 
duly,  all  our  thoughts  are  but  loft  thoughts,  and  vain 
thoughts;  0  yemfalem^  wajh  thine  heart  from  wickedjiefsy 
bow  longjijall  vain  thoughts  lodge  within  thee?  The  Lord 
fees  the  thoughts  of  men  to  be  but  vanity :  our  thoughts 
are  like  birds  flying  from  mountain  to  mountain,  and 
flcipping  from  place  to  place ;  and  like  the  children  run- 
ning after  butterflies,  or  fuch  like  trifles,  their  pains  are 
loft,  and  fo  are  our  thoughts  loft,  while  they  are  not  ter- 
minate upon  Chrift. 

7.  This  queftion  is  put.  What  think  ye  of  Cbrift? 
becaufe  there  are  fo  many  miftaken  thoughts  of  Clirift  in 
the  'tvorld:  He  is  defpifed  and  rejeSied  of  men:  the  world 
is  filled  with  prejudice  againft  him,  faying,  Can  any  good 
thing  come  out  of  Nazareth  ?  Therefore  we  ought  to  come 
and  fee,  and  confider  what  he  is,  and  whofe  Son  he  is, 
that  we  may  not  run  into  the  fame  common  miftake 
with  the  reft  of  the  world,  and  that  we  may  not  take 
him  for  a  root  out  of  a  dry  ground,  having  no  form  or 
comelinefs,  Ifa.  liii.  2. 

8.   This  queftion  is  putXo  u^,  Wha\  ttitik  >c  of  GfercjV? 
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becaufe  we  have  miftaken  thoughts  of  other  things,  while 
we  have  not  right  thoughts  of  Chrift.  The  Pliarifees  had 
miilaken  thoughts  of  God  and  his  law,  becaufe  they  had 
not  right  thoughts  of  Chrift;  therefore  Chrift  propofes 
the  queftion.  And  indeed,  Sirs,  we  miftakc  God,  we 
miftake  the  law,  we  miftake  the  gofpel,  we  miftake  ' 
ourfelves,  we  miftake  our  duty,  we  miltake  every  thing, 
as  long  as  we  have  wrong  notions  of  Chrift.  A  man 
may  miftake  fo  far,  as  to  think  that  he  is  about  his  duty 
to  God,  and  yet  may  be  fighting  againft  God,  while 
Chrift  is  not  known  or  thought  upon ;  Ads  xxvi.  9. 
/  verily  thought^  that  I  ought  to  do  many  things  contrary 
to  the  name  of  J  ejus  of  Nazareth^  fays  Paul;  and  ac- 
cordingly he  was  perfecuting  Chrift  in  his  members  : 
yet  he  thought  he  was  doing  God  fervice,  till  Chrift  dif- 
covered  himfelf,  and  cried  to  him,  faying,  Saiil^  Sauly  why 
perfecuteft  thou  me?  Then  he  began  to  think  of  Chrift, 
faying,  Who  art  tbou^  Lord?  Why,  /  am  Jefus  vsbom 
thou  perfecuteft.  Whenever  he  began  to  think  duly  of 
Chrift,  then  he  faw  he  had  been  in  a  miftake.  People 
may  think,  verily  they  ought  to  do  this  and  that  againft 
fome  of  God's  children;  but,  if  they-h^d  other  thoughts 
of  Chrift,  they  would  have  other  thoughts  of  their  duty, 
and  would  fee  that  verily  they  ought  not  to  do  fo,— r- 
Again,  Paul  thought  his  own  righteoufnefs  gain,  before 
he  knew  Chrift;  but  then  he  thought  it  lofs:  What  things 
'were  gain  to  me^  tbefe  I  counted  lofs  for  Chrift. 

9.  This  queftion,  What  think  ye  of  Chrift?  is  put,  be- 
caufe thus  you  may  come  to  underftand  what  are  liis 
thoughts  of  you.  It  is  true,  V'  His  thoughts  are  not  our 
thoughts,  nor  his  ways  our  ways;  for,  as  the  heavens  are 
higher  than  the  earth,  fo  are  his  thoughts  higher  than  our 
thoughts:"  and  hencQ  he  may  have  thoughts  of  mercy 
towards  a  poor  foul,  that  thinks  there  is  nothing  but 
wrath  in  his  heart  againft  it.  But  this  I  fay,  that  as 
to  your  knowing  and  underftanding  of  his  thoughts  to- 
wards you  ;  as,  on  the  one  hand,  a  man,  in  a  natural- 
♦ftatc,  cannot  have  high,  believing,  and  becominj^ 
thoughts  of  Chrift,  and  fo  cannot  conclude  that  Chrift 
hath  any  favourable  thoughts  of  him,  while  he  i^emalus 
thus  m  unbelief  and  defpifing  o?  Q\t\&\  vca-^j^V^  '^'^'^ 
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know  and  unclerftand,  if  he  remain  in  that  flate,  thought- 
Icfs  of  Chriil,  and  difregarding  him,  that  Chrift  will 
come  in  flaming  fire,  and  take  vengeance  on  him, 
2  Thef.  i.  7,  8.  :  So,  on  the  other  hand,  the  man  that 
hath  got  fuch  difcoveries  of  Ghrill,  as  to  create  high, 
spiritual,  and  elevated  thoughts  of  Chrift,  he  may,  from 
thence  underftand,  that  Chrift  thinks  well  of  him,  and 
that  his  thoughts  towards  him  are  thoughts  of  peace, 
and  not  of  evil,  to  give  him  an  expedled  end.  It  is  true, 
Chrift^'s  thoughts  of  the  believer,  are  not  of  a  fleeting 
nature,  up  and  down,  high  and  low,  as  the  believer'^ 
thoughts  o£  him  are  ;  nay,  Chrift's  thoughts  are  un- 
changeably the  lame  :  but,  when  the  believer's  thoughts 
of  Chrift  are  raifed,  then  he  is  in  the  beft  cafe  to  know 
and  underftand  Chrift's  loving  thoughts  tov/ards  him. 
Why,  even  as  a  fountain  may  be  known  by  the  ftreams, 
fo  it  i5  here  ;  our  knowledge,  faith,  love,  and  efteem  of 
Chrift,  are  but  ftreams  that  flow  from  Chrift's  kind 
heart  towards  us;  "  We  love  him,  becaufe  he  firft  loved 
us ;"  we  think  of  him,  becaufe  he  firft  thinks  of  us. 
And,  therefore,  by  what  we  think  of  Chrift,  we  may 
know  what  he  thinks  of  us  :  if  you  think  honourably 
of  him,  you  may  thence  know  he  thinks  favourably  of 
you  ;  if  you  think  much  of  him,  you  may  know  he  thinks 
much  of  you.  O  !  may  a  believer  fay,  I  have  reafon 
to  think  much  good  of  him  ;  for,  he  is  fairer  than  the 
fons  of  men,  the  fpotlcfs  Lamb  of  God :  but  he  hath 
reafon  to  think  much  ill  of  me  ;  for,  I  am  all  black  and 
deformed,  like  hell  and  the  devil.  But,  I  will  tell  you, 
believer,  that  ail  his  thoughts  of  you,  make  you  to  be 
in  liim,  what  he  thinks  you  to  be  in  him,  however  de- 
formed you  are  in  yourfelves,  and  fee  yourfelves  to  be; 
yet,  I  fay,  as  his  thoughts  make  things  to  be,  (for  he 
but  thought  there  fliould  be  a  world,  and  there  was  a 
world ;  whenever  it  was  his  mind  that  it  ftiould  be, 
then  it  was  ;  and  whatever  he  thought  it  to  be,  that  it 
was,  according  to  his  thought;)  and  as  his  thoughts  of 
you  make  you  to  be  in  him,  what  you  are  in  him :  fo, 
if  you  think  him  fair,  and  altogether  lovely,  he  is  not 
behind  with  you,  for  he  thinks  you  fair  too  ;  hence  he 
fdys  to  the  i])oufe,  who  yi^,%  sxdm\m<^\\\s  b^auty^  *'  Thou 
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art  all  fair,  my  love ;  there  is  no  fpot  in  thee/*  Song 
iv.  7.  .  And  he  doth  not  fay  any  thing,  but  what  he 
thinks,  his  words  exprefs  his  thoughts;  for,  *^  He  cannot 
lie,  who  is  the  ilrength  of  IfraeL**  Now,  believer,  if 
you  cannot  tliink,  or  believe,  that  you  are  altogether  fair 
in  him,  becaufe  you  fee  yourlelf  altogether  filthy  in 
yourfelf ; 'know,  that  if  you  faw  yourfelf  to  be  altoge- 
ther  fair  in  yourfelf,  there  would  be  no  need  of,  cr  room 
for  believing  that  you  are  all  fair  in  him.  Hence  he 
hath  left  deformities  about  you,  that  there  maybe  room 
fjr  faith :  therefore,  let  the  feeling  of  your  deformity 
make  you  humble  ;  but  let  it  not  hinder  your  faith, 
which  mult  not  Hand  upon  feeling,  but  mull  aft  contrary 
to  it  upon  Chrill's  word  :  for,  if  you  ground  your  faith 
lipon  what  you  feel  in  yourfelf,  you  will  never  believe 
what  Chrifl.  fays  concerning  your  being  all  fair,  and  your 
being  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him,  iCor.  v.  2 1. 
If  your  faith  tlien  can  adl  fo  as  to  raife  your  thoughts  of 
Chrift  as  altogether  lovely,  fair,  and  fpotlefs,  you  have 
ground  to  conclude,  by  the  fame  aft  of  faith,  tliat  he 
liath  high  thoughts  of  you,  as  being  all  fair  and  fpotlefs 
in  him,  whatever  deformity  you  feel  in  yourfelf.  Chrift 
is  infinitely  more  to  you,  believer,  than  you  believe 
him  to  be  :  but,  whatever  you  believe  him  to  be,  you 
may  be  fure  he  is  that  to  you ;  for,  faith's  feeing,  and 
having,  is  all  one,  even  as  believing  is  explained  by 
receiving,  and  receiving  by  believing ;  **  As  many  as 
received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  £or  privilege] 
to  become  the  fons  of  God,  even  to  tliem  who  believe 
on  his  name,"  John  i.  12*  What  you  believe  then,  you 
receive  ;  and  what  you  receive,  you  have  ;  and  what 
you  have  in  him,  you  are  in,him  :  having  beauty,  and 
riches,  and  righteoufnefe  in  him ;  you  are  beautiful, 
rich,  and  righteous  :  and  confequently,  when  you  be- 
lievingly  think  he  is  all  fair  and  glorious,  you  may  knov/' 
he  thinks  you  are  all  fair  and  glorious  in  him  :  and  he 
thinks  no  more  of  you  than  what  you  really  are  in  him. 
The  queftion  then  is  put,  becaufe  you  may  know,  by 
w^hat  you  think  of  Chrift,  what  Chrift  thinks  of  you. 

lo.  This  queftion,  What  think  ye  of  Cbrift  ?    is  \'>ut^ 
hecaujfe  \yq  can  never  think  too  m\xc\i  oi  \3Axa^  >Ni\\^  \^  ^^^^ 
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God-man,  David's  Son,  and  David's  Lord;  being  God 
as  well  as  man.  O  what  a  glorious  obje£l  of  our  con- 
templation is  here !  You  may  think  too  much  of  your- 
feives,  and  your  own  righteoufnefs ;  but  you  cannot 
'  think  too  much  of  Chrift,  and  his  righteoufnefs  :  yea, 
when  you  think  any  thing  of  yourfelf,  and  your  righte- 
oufnefs, you  think  too  much  of  it ;  but  when  you  think 
as  much  as  you  can  of  Chrift,  and  his  righteoufnefs, 
you  think  too  little  of  him. — You  may  think  too  much 
of  creatures,  but  you  cannot  think  too  much  of  Chrift. 
Yea,  you  may  think  too  much  of  angels,  as  the  apoflle 
John  did,  when  he  fell  down  to  worlhip  towards  the  feet 
of  the  angel.  Rev.  xxii.  8.  To  think  of  the  nature  of 
angels,  with  that  inward  reverence  and  adoration  which 
v/e  are  to  have  when  we  think  of  Chrift,  would  be  ido- 
latry ;  and  to  think  of  Chrift,  with  the  fame  frame  of 
heart  as  we  do  of  angels,  w^ould  be  profanenefsi  Thus 
we  may  think  too  highly  and  reverently  of  angels  ;  but 
we  cannot  think  of  Chrift  too  highly,  too  reverently; 
nor  can  \vc  think  too  much  of  him,  who  is  the  Lord  of 
angels,  and  v/hom  \ve  are  to  honour  even  as  we  honour 
the  Father. — Tliefe  are  the  reafons-  of  the  queftion. 

IV.  The  fourth  general  head  propofed,  was.  To  make 
Application  of  the  whole.  And  it  may  be  applied  for 
the  following  ufes.  i.  For  Information.  2.  For  Con- 
viction. 3.  For  Trial.  4.  For  Lamentation.  5.  For 
Exhortation.     And,  6.  For  Direction. 

Firft^  It  may  be  applied  for  Information,  in  thefe  and 
the  like  leflbns  following. 

I.  Hence  we  may  learn,  feeing  the  great  queftion  in 
the  Chriftian  Catechifm  is,  What  think  ye  of  Chrift?  then 
the  fum  of  Chriftian  knowledge  lies  in  this  one  word, 
viz.  Christ.  It  is  not  in  Chrift  abfolutely  confidered, 
by  what  he  is  in  himfelf ;  but  in  God  relatively  con- 
fidered, by  what  he  is  to  us,  namely,  in  Clirift  :  there- 
fore, I  obferve,  the  queftion  is  not,  What  think  ye  of 
God?  but.  What  think  ye  of  Christ?  For,  as  God 
out  of  Chrift  ftands  in  no  relation  to  us  fmners,  but  that 
of  an  enemy,  and  a  confuming  fire;  fo  the  nature,  eflence, 
and  immenfity  of  God,  and  7j\i^X  \x^  \s.  Vci  VvvcafelCy  is  not 
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the  great  Chriftian  queftion ;  but  rather,  what  he  is  to 
Us,  and  fo  what  he  is  in  Chriih  All  the  faving  mani- 
feftations  of  God  to  his  }^ople  in  fcripture  were  ftill, 
not  of  God,  abfolutely  and  eifentially,  in  what  he  was 
in  hinifelf,  and  in  his  nature  ;  but  relatively,  in  what 
he  was  to  them:  and  fo  it  was  always  in  Chriih  Thus, 
when  he  carae  to  Abraham,  he  faid,  *'  I  am  thy  iliield, 
and  thy  exceeding  great  reward,"  Gen.  xv.  !•  **  I  am 
thy  God,  and  the  God  of  tliy  feed :  which  Seed  was 
Chrift,"  Gal.  iii.  16.  in  whom  that  covenant  and  pro- 
mife  was  eilabliftied  to  Abraham  and  his  offspring.  And 
when  God  manifefted  himfelf  to  tlie  patriarchs  that  came 
of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  his  ordinary  way  was  to 
make  himfelf  known  upon  that  ground  of  the  new  cove- 
nant, ellabliflied  in  Chrift,  Abraham's  Seed;  hence^ 
when  he  came  to  them,  he  ufed  to  fay  to  tliem,  "  I  am 
the  God  of  Abraham,  the  God  of  Ifaac,  and  the  God  of 
Jacob  f '  that  is,  he  manifefted  himfelf  to  them,  not 
abfolutely,  by  what  he  was  in  his  nature ;  but  relatively^ 
by  what  he  was  to  them  in  Chrift,  the  promifed  Seed. 

If  we  begin  to  dive  into  that  queftion.  What  think 
ye  of  God  ?  we  may  foon  lofe  ourfelves,  and  come  to 
the  philofopher's  demand  of  a  day  to  anfwer  that  quef- 
tion, and  then  a  week,  and  then  a  month,  and  tlien  tell 
it  is  impcffible  to  anfwer  it :  nay,  we  ought  not  to  be 
curious  in  fearching  into  the  nature  of  God,  left  we  get 
a  dafti ;  for,  human  philofophy  cannot  reach  it ;  yea, 
I  doubt  if  angelical  wifdom  can.  It  is  the  only  plcafant, 
faving,  and  profitable  enquiry,  to  ftudy  this  queftion. 
What  tbink  ye  of  Cbrift  ?  Here  we  find  what  God  is  to 
us.  To  enquire  what  God  is  in  himfelf,  abfolutely 
and  effentially,  is  no  faving  or  profitable  enquiry.  What 
profit  is  it  for  a  man,  who  lives  under  the  north-pole, 
and  fees  not  die  fun  for  one  half  of  the  year,  though  he 
fliould  count  the  courfe  of  the  fun  all  that  time  that  he 
fees  it  not  ?  Or,  what  profit  were  it  for  a  man  to  go 
and  count  what  rent  the  king  of  Morroco  or  emperor 
of  China  draws  every  year,  and  he  gets  none  of  it  ?  As 
foolifti  is  it  for  us  to  begin  and  ftudy  what  God  is  abfo- 
lutely in  himfelf,  and  not  what  he  is  relatively  to  us ; 
therefore  the  queftion  isnot,WWal\!hA.tk^x^^l^^Trv\^^ 
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What  think  ye  0/ Christ  ?  And  this>  by  the  bye,  fhews 
the  difierence  that  there  is  between  learned  fools  and 
vile  Ghriftians  ;  why,  the  learned  fools  feek  to  know 
and  comprehend  what  God  is  ;  what  is  this  myftery  of 
the  Trinity,  and  the  like ;  and  there  he  lofes  himlelf : 
he  feeks  to  know  what  God  is  himfelf,  and  not  what  he 
is  to  him.  But  the  poor  Chriftian  is  herein  wiferthan 
that  learned  clerk,  for  all  his  wit ;  for  the  Chriftian 
ftudies  Chrift,  and  fo  knows  what  God  is  to  him,  better 
than  all  the  learned  Rabbies  with  their  curious  fpecula- 
tions :  though  yet  the  poor  foul  may  ctherv/ife  be  very 
ignorant  and  illiterate,  yet  it  is  wife  unto  falvation, 
becaufe  he  knows  Chrift,  and  Chrift  is  made  of  God  to 
him  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fandtification,  and  redemp- 
tion :  and  when  he  knows  Chrift,  he  is  upon,  the  fureft 
and  fafeft  way  to  know  God  ;  for  he  fees  God  in  Chrift, 
and  God  related  to  him  in  Chrift ;  for  Chrift  is  our 
relation  as  God-man,  Mediator.  And  indeed,  Sirs,  to 
believe  in  Chrift,  \s  to  believe  God's  relation  to  us,  and 
God  reconciled  to  us  :  for,  when  we  look  to  Chrift,  we 
fee  God  in  him  ;  and  when  we  fee  God  in  him,  we  fee 
that  he  is  reconciled  in  him  to  us,  and  well-pleafed  in 
him  with  us ;  2  Cor.  v,  19.  "  God  is  in  Chrift  reconcil- 
ing the  world  to  himfelf."  Malth.  iii.  17.  ''  This  is  my 
beloved  Son,  in  whom'  I  am  well-pleafed."  I  own,  in- 
deed,  a  man  may  be  a  believer,  and  yet  apprehend  God 
to  be  his  enemy  ;  but  then  he  is  not  believing,  he  is  not 
thinking  of  Chrift  by  fakh:  it  is  an  unbelieving  thought 
he  hath  then  of  God  ;  for  a  believing  thought  of  Chrift 
would  give  him  another  thought  of  God,  even  as  a  Friend 
and  Father  in  him.  This  then,  I  hope,  is  an  ufeful  in- 
ference. That  the  fum  of  Chriftian  knowledge  is  Chrift. 

2.  Hence  fee  what  is  the  beft  matter  for  meditation, 
and  the  beft  rule  for  felf- examination.  Here  is  the  moft 
noble  fubjeft  of  meditation,  namely,  to  think  of  Chrift; 
and  here  is  the  moft  excellent  rule  for  examination, 
'  namely,  to  aflc  our  fouls  that  queftion,  What  think  we 
of  Chrift  ?  Meditation  and  felf-examination  are  duties 
much  neglefted  among  us;  they  are  fpiritual  exercifes, 
direftly  crofs  and  oppofite  to  our  vain,  wandering,  idle, 
nnd  unSixed  hearts •    A  maxv  m\\  x^xW  ^^  \i^\^s\x.t  the 
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ftilts  of  a  plough  from .  morning  to  evening,  than  travel 
betwixt  thefe  two  duties  for  one  half  hour,  though  yet 
they  are  like  the  ftilts  of  that  plough  by  which  the  fal- 
low-ground  of  the  heart  muft  be  plowed  up ;  but  when 
the  thoughts  begin  to  come  in  betwixt  thelc  two  ftilts  of . 
meditation  and  felf-examination,  behold  on  a  fudden 
(to  fpeak  it  in  broad  Scots)  tliey  quit  the  plough,  and 
run  away  with  the  harrows.  No  doubt,  you  will  know 
this  from  fad  experience,  that  your  thoughts  are  in  this 
matter  like  wild  vitious  lL>rfes,.  running  mad  here  and 
there  through  the  fields,  without  keeping  any  road,  or 
obferving  any  rule;  but  here  is  the  beft  matter  and  rule, 
both  f-jr  regulating  our  thoughts  in  meditation  and  felf- 
examination. — As  for  medilation,  the  beft  way  is  to  think 
of  Chrift :  why,  you  may  think  upon  a  promife,  but 
out  of  Chrift  you  will  find  no  comfort  in  it ;  for.  All  the 
promifcs  are  Tea  and  Amcji  iti  bim;  and  fo  you  will  not 
find  it  your  own,  but  by  looking  to  Chrift :  yea,  you  may 
think  upon  God,  but  out  of  Chrift  you  will  find  no  com- 
fort in  him  ;  ''  I  remembered  God,  and  was  troubled,'* 
Pfal.  Ixxvii.  3.:  but  the  antidote  againft  that  trouble,  \% 
believing  thoughts  of  Chrift;  therefore  fays  Chrift  to  his 
difciples,  "  Let  not  your  hearts  be  troubled ;  ye  believe 
in  God,  believe  alfo  in  me,"  John  xiv.  i.  If  you  think 
upon  the  law,  you  will  find  there  you  are  drowned  in 
debt,  both  to  the  command  and  curfe,  till  once  ye  look 
to  Chrift,  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs.  K  you 
think  upon  your  duties  that  God  calls  you  to^  you  will 
find  them  a  heavy  taflc,  till  once  you  look  to  C^hrift,  and 
then  you  will  find  his  yoke  is  eafy,  and  his  commands 
are  not  grievous, — Again,  as  to  felf-examination,  the  beft 
rule  here  is,  to  fay  to  your  fouls,  What  think  ye  of  Chrift  f 
They  are  but  proud,  felf-conceited  perfons,  that  do  not 
think  highly  of  Chrift,  and  God  approves  them  not ; 
2  Cor.  X.  17,  18.  '*•  lie  that  glories,"  fays  the  apoftle, 
"  let  him  glory  in  the  Lord :  for  not  he  that  commends 
himfelf  is  approved,  but  whom  the  Lord  commends  :" 
intimating,  that  they  that  glory  only  in  theLord,  they  dif- 
commend  themfelves,  and  are  commended  and  approved 
of  God;  but  they  that  do  not  glory  in  the  Lord,  northink 
highly  of  him,  they  commend  tbetoI^Vv^^^W^^^^^^^'^'^- 
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mended  and  difapproved  of  God ;  yea,  they  deceive 
themfelves  ;  "  If  any  man  think  himfelf  to  be  fomething, 
when  he  is  nothing,  he  deceives  himfelf,"  Gal.  vi.  3. 
Self-conceit  is  felf-deceit:  and  as  they  are  felf-deceivers 
who  are  felf-exalters ;  they  think  not  much  of  Ghrift, 
who  think  much  of  themfelves :  and  fo,  to  enquire  what 
you  think  of  Ghrift,  is  the  beft  way  to  find  yourfelf  out, 
what  you  are  in  ftateor  frame.  You  may,  by  this  rule, 
know  how  to  judge  of  your  own  thoughts :  you  may- 
think  of  a  thoufand  good  things ;  you  may  think  of 
fermons,  you  may  think  of  death,  judgment,  and  eter- 
nity  ;  but  though  you  may  think  ferioufly  on  thefe  fub- 
jefts,  yet  the  rule  whereby  to  judge  of  the  redlitude  of 
your  thoughts  about  them  is  here  :  do  they  lead  you  to 
high  thoughts  of  Ghrift,  in  whom  alone  we  can  think 
of  death,  without  horror;  judgment,  without  terror; 
and  eternity,  without  fear  or  dread  ? 

3.  Hence  we  may  fee,  that  Ghrift  himfelf  is  the  beft 
Judge  of  men's  ftate;  for  he  can  look  into  the  heart  and 
thoughts  of  men,  and  fay,  What  think  ye  of  Cbrift  ?  All 
judgment  is  committed  to  the  Son  of  God,  and  he  will 
call  many  whom  the  world  approves  ;  becaufe,  what- 
ever men  think  of  them,  yet  he  knows  that  they  think 
little  of  him  and  his  Father.  Alfo,  he  will  approve  of 
fome  whom  the  world  cafts  ;  becaufe,  however  the 
world  thinks  little  of  them,  yet  he  knows  that  they  think 
much  of  him  and  his  Father ;  for  they  know  him,  and 
whofc  Son  he  is.  Ghrift's  queftion  fhevvs,  that  he  knows 
our  thoughts ;  for,  to  whom  fliall  we  give  an  account 
of  our  anfwer  to  this  queftion  I  None  in  all  the  world 
knows  what  we  think,  but  God  himfelf;  and  Ghrift  is 
God.  Ghrift  difcovers  the  ignorance  of  the  Pharifees 
here  alfo,  and  fliews  that  he  knew  their  thoughts  were 
amifs  :  If  he  be  David^s  fon^  fays  he,  Z>ow  does  JJavid  in 
Spirit  call  him  Lord  P  Here  they  were  confounded,  and 
might  have  been  convicted  that  their  thoughts  were 
naught.  Indeed,  this  was  one  of  thefe  things  that  old 
Simeon  declared  concerning  Ghrift,  "  That  he  Ihould  be 
a  fign  that  ftiould  be  fpoken  againft,  that  the  thoughts  of 
many  hearts  might  be  revealed," Luke  ii.35.  Thus,  when 
Chrili  met  with  the  woman  o?  ^^to^ctv^^  \v^  x^vealed 
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many  thoughts  of  her  heart  to  her,  and  gave  her  a  view 
of  all  her  lewd  tricks  :  "  Gome  and  fee  a  man,"  faya 
flie,  "  that  told  me  all  things  that  ever  I  did;  is  not  this 
the  Chrift  ?"  As  Satan  prefented  to  our  Lord  Jefus,  the 
whole  body  of  the  world  at  a  glance  ;  fo  Chrift  can  let 
us  fee  a  black  fight  of  all  our  fins  at  once,  fo  as  to  force 
us  to  acknowledge  that  he  is  the  Chrift,  that  knov/s  our 
hearts  and  thoughts.     But, 

4.  Hence  we  mpy  fee,  what  is  the  great  end  and 
defign  of  a  gofpel-miniftry,  namely,  to  difcover  Chrift^ 
and  remove  the  prejudices  of  people's  minds  againll 
him  ;  to  redify  their  miftakes  about  him ;  and  to  fill 
them  with  a  high  opinion  of  him.  ,The  fum  of  a  gofpel 
minifter's  bufinefs,  is,  to  commend  his  Mafter,  faying. 
What  think  ye  ofCbrifif  and  that  both  in  his  preaching, 
and  prayings  and  catechifing,  and  vifiting.  The  whole 
of  their  doftrine  and  pradlice  is,*  as  it  were,  a  voice 
preaching  Chrift.  If  they  preach  the  law,  and  its  curfe» 
and  threatenings  againft  Chriftlefs  and  impenitent  fin- 
ners,  it  is  to  lead  them  to  Chrift,  and  to  drive  them  to 
the  city  of  refuge.  If  they  preach  faith,  they  make 
Chrift  the  author  and  finiftier,  as  well  as  the  objeft  of  it. 
If  they  preach  repentance,  they  make  Chrift,  as  exalted 
by  the  right  hand  of  God,  to  be  a  Prince  and  Saviour^ 
to  give  repentance,  the  fountain  of  it ;  and  Chrift  cru-^ 
cified,  viewed  by  faith,  to  be  the  immediate  root  of  it. 
If  they  preach  duties  and  new  obedience,  they  make 
Chrift  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  it. — Minifters  may  in- 
deed fpeak  much  of  Chrift  in  their  fermons,  and  yet  not 
preach  Chrift:  As,  for  example,  If  one  fliould  preach  of 
Chrift  mainly  as  a  Law-giver,  to  be  obeyed,  and  little 
or  nothing  of  Chrift  as  a  Law-fulfiller,  to  be  believed  in, 
and  ferved  from  love,  becaufe  of  his  having  faved  us 
from  the  yoke  of  the  law  ;  for,  a  covenant  of  life  and 
death,  upon  doing  or  not  doing,  may  be  preached,  and 
called  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  in  a  miftake,  while  it  is  only 
the  law  that  is  preached,  and  not  Chrift,  the  end  of  the 
law  for  righteoufnefs  :  and  you  may  know  it  by  thi^ 
among  other  things,  the  tendency  of  fuch  old-covenant 
doftrine,  is  to  lead  men  to  this  queftion,  not,  What 
think  ye  0/ Cbr{ftr  but,  What  X]b.\tv\w"Y^  ol  ^Qv«&^e:i.X 
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and,  What  are  you  doing,  that  you  may  have  eternal 
life  ?  Why,  the  man  begins  to  think,  God  is  Handing 
upon  fome  doing  terms  yet  with  him  ;  and  therefore,  in 
order  to  life,  he  muft  do  fo  and  fo  :  thus  he  is  led  to 
liimfelf,  and  not  to  Chrift.  But  gofpel-do£trine  tends  to 
lead  a  man  wholly  out  of  himfelf,  and  wlioUy  in  to 
Chrift  ;  for,  whatever  be  the  text,  the  flrain  of  gofpel- 
dotlrine  is,  What  think  ye  of  Chrift  ?  It  is  not  the  de- 
fign  of  gofpel-minifters  to  commend  themfelves,  bat 
Chrift.  There  is  a  fet  of  minifters,  fay  fome,  that  fet 
up  themfelves  above  others,  and  ftudy  only  to  commend 
themfelves,  to  the  aifparagement  of  all  others,  as  if 
none  but  they  were  gofpel-minifters ;  but,  my  friends, 
if  any  man's  concern  for  Chrift's  caufe  and  intereft,  or 
for  his  Maker's  glory,  Ihall  commend  him,  he  needs 
not  think  ilrange  though  the  world  of  Pharifees  envy 
him,  as. they  did  Chrift  himfelf,  when  his  doftrine  and 
life  commended  him.  I  will  tell  you  what  commenda- 
tion a  gofpel-minifter  hunts  moft  after;  it  is  that  of  Paul, 
2  Cor.  iii.  1,2,3.  to  have  an  epiftle  commendatory  in 
the  hearts  of  hearers,  by  the  power  of  the  Spirit  of  God 
accompanying  the  word,  and  leaving  an  impreffion  there, 
that  it  is  indeed  the  word  of  God,  and  not  of  men,  and 
that  God  is  in  it  of  a  truth  ;  he  would  defire,  with  the 
fame  apoftle,  2  Cor.  iv.  2.  to  commend  himfelf,  by  the 
manifeftation  of  the  truth,  to  every  man's  confcience  in 
the  fight  of  God.  Let  truth  be  nick-named  and  re- 
proached, as  it  will,  the  evidence  of  truth  will  commend 
itfelf  to  the  confciences  of  all  the  lovers  thereof.  Mean 
time,  it  is  poflible  that  a  man  may  commend  Chrift,  in 
order  to  commend  himfelf  as  an  evangelical  preacher  ; 
f:3r  fuch  a  good  work  he  is  indeed  commendable,  but  for 
fuch  a  bad  end,  it  is  to  God  only  that  he  is  accountable. 
But  it  is  poflible  alfo  to  know  if  a  man  intend  not  him- 
felf by  preaching  Chrift ;  for  fometimes  there  is  fuch 
a  power  and  virtue  attending  the  word,  and  fuch  a  fmell 
and  favour  of  heaven  with  the  preacher,  as  carries  a 
fecret  demonflration  of  his  fpirituality  and  purity  of 
intention  into  the  heart  even  of  the  carnal  by-ftanders. 
Jet  be  thefe  whom  he  hath  enlightened  with  the  fpirit  of 
difyCrmngj  to  know  t1ie  vovce  oi  Gkicv^ltom  'a.'^^x'jv.w^^t. 
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•  Howevei',  Sirs,  think  of  minifters  what  ye  will,  the 
great  queftion  is,  What  think  ye  ofChrlft?  Wo  to  us, 
if  our  only  defign  be  to  bring  people  to  fay,  What  think 
ye  of  fuch  a  minifter ;  and  what  think  ye  of  fuch  a 
fernxon  ?  If  we  make  Chrift  a  covert  for  raifing  our 
own  applaufe,  he  can  inftantly  command  an  angel  to 
fmite  us,  aj^  he  did  Herod,  and  order  us  to  be  eaten  up 
of  worms,  for  not  giving  God  the  glory.  Oh  !  what 
fhould  ye  think  of  us  ?  though  we  magnify  our  ofEce  as 
ambalTadors  of  Chrift,  yet,  in  ourfelves,  fome  of  us  are 
as  frail,  feeble,  fmful  pieces  of  duft  as  any  of  you  ;  we 
are  among  the  chief  of  fmners,  as  well  as  you;  we  need 
the  blood  and  Spirit  of  Chrift  to  juftify  and  fan£tify  us, 
as  well  as  you  ;  let  us  decreafe,  but  let  Chrift  increafe. 
If  any  of  us  be  made  inftruraents  of  good  to  your  fouls, 
let  it  engage  you  to  think  the  more  of  Chrift,  that  could 
w^ork  fuch  a  work  by  fuch  weak  and  unlikely  inftru- 
ments :  He  puts  the  treafure  in  earthen  veffels,  that 
the  excellency  of  the  power  may  be  of  God,  and  not  of 
us.     Whatever  honour  God  calls  you  to  put  upon  them 

•  for  their  v/ork's  fake,  yet  if  your  efteem  centre  upon  the 
minifter,  or  his  work,  faying,  O  I  think  much  of  fucli 
a  minifter,  and  I  think  much  of  fuch  a  fermon,  you  nefed 
to  begin  to  think  better ;    for  the  grand  queftion  is, 

.  What  think  ye  of  Chrift  ?  It  is  indeed  the  beft  fermon 
that  works  the  higheft  thoughts  of  Chrift. 

Secondly^  T^e  fecond  Ufe  is  for  conviflion  and  reproof 
to  all  thofe  that  are  filled  with  unworthy  and  unbecom- 
ing thoughts  of  Chrift,  with  ignorant  and  erroneous 
thoughts  of  him.  Some  have  no  thoughts  of  Chrift  at 
all ;  fome  that  think  of  him,  yet  think  nothing  of  him  ; 
fome  think  little  of  him  ;  fome  think  hardly  and  harftily 
of  him ;  fome  think  meanly  and  bafely  of  him :  to  fpeak 
of  alL  the  bafe  and  mean  thoughts  of  Chrift  that  the 
world  >  is  filled  with,  would  be  impoffible.  Oh  !  how 
bafely  do  the  Arians  think  of  Chrift,  and  his  fupreme 
Godhead  !  If  I  had  not  found  it  neceffary  to  confine 
myfelf  to  the  firft  branch  of  Chrift's  queftion  here.  What 
4hink  ye  of. Chrift  ?  The  other  branchy  namely^  ITfiofe 
Spf2  isbep  j;ajght  have  led  me  patlvcu\axVj  v^V^n^xx^-j^^^ 
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the  doftrine  of  Ghrift's  Sonlhip,  and  eternal  Godhead,  • 
and  co-equality  with  the  Father,  in  oppofition  to  the 
damnable  herefy,  which  fome  tell  us  is  creeping  into 
Scotland,  aa  well  as  it  is  raging  in  England  and  Ire- 
land :  I  Ihall  only  fay,  that  the  queftion  concerns  them, 
as  well  as  the  Pharifees  of  old,  What  think  ye  ofCbriftf 
and,  Wbofe  Son  is  be  ?  Oh !  can*  they  fay  no  more 
than,  with  the  Pharifees,  that' he  is  the  San  of  David? 
Then,  Ho^hj  does  David  in  Spirit  call  bim  Lord  P  And 
if  he  be  David's  Lord  and  God,  how  can  he  be  fo,  and 
yet  not  co-equal  with  the  Father  ?  For  we  have  not 
two  Lords,  or  two  Gods;  Tbe  Lord  our  God  is  one  Lord; 
therefore  Chrift,  being  Lord,  muft  be "  One  With  the 
Father  effentially  :  Chrift  is  the  true  God,  and  eternal 
life.  But  I  cannot  now  enlarge  on  this  fubjedt.  Oh !  may 
Arian  do6tors  begin  to  read  over  the  Chriftian  catechifm 
again,  and  learn  to  anfwer  this  queftion,  Wbat  tbink  ye 
,.<j/'C&r(/><'— Again,  as  Arians  think  nothing  of  his  God-^ 
head,  but,  as  if  it  were,  an  inferior  deity ;  fo  fome,  that 
pretend  a  greater  refpefl:  to  him,  yet  think  but  bafely 
of  him  :  Papifts  think  nothing  of  the  imputation  of  his 
righteoufnefs;  Socinians  think  nothing  of  the  facrifice  of 
his  death ;  Arminians  think  nothing  of  the  power  of  his 
grace  ;  Qiiakers  think  nothing  of  his  word ;  Atheifts 
think  nothing  of  his  Spirit ;  Deifts  think  nothing  of  his 
revelations. — If  we  look  out  to  the  world,  the  Pagans  - 
have  no  thoughts  of  him  at  all :  the  Mahometans  think 
him  nothing  but  a  great  prophet  at  be  ft,  and  inferior  to 
Mahomet :  the  Jews  think  him  nothing  but  an  impoftor, 
and  that  he  is  not  the  Ghrift,  but  only  the  carpenter's 
fon  ;  or,  it  may  be,  a  blafphemer,  that  had  a  devil. — 
And,  again,  if  we  look  into  the  church,  even  the  pureft 
churches  in  this  world,  among  which,  I  would  fain 
hope,  the  poor  Church  of  Scotland  hath  not  yet  loft  the 
vogue;  yet.  Oh  !  how  many  dark  and  confufed  notions, 
yea,  unwarrantable  and  unworthy  thoughts  of  Chrift 
may  be  there  difcovered,  even  among  thefe  churches 
that  are  fuppofed  to  be  pure,  Chriftian,  Proteftant,  and 
reformed  churches  !  It  were  endlefs,  to  fpeak  of  doc- 
trinal and  prafilical  errors  that  fwarm  in  the  churches, 
whereby  coatempt  is  poured  xx^otv  G!aT\&.  ^xd  \\vs  doc- 
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trine,  his  tfuth,  his  gofpel,  and  his  yoke  J  his  loving 
yoke  of  gofpel-obedience.     What  low  thoughts  of  Chrill 
appear  in  the  ftrain  of  doftrine,  that  tends  to  confound 
the  old  arid  new  covenant,  law  and  gofpel,  faith  and 
Works,  without  ridding  marches  duly   betwixt  Chrift 
arid  all  h\9  rivals  and  competitors,  that  feek  to  iharo 
with  him  in  the  glory  of  falvation-work  !     What   low 
thoughts  of  Chrift  appear  in  that  fort  of  pradice,  that 
cortfifts  either  in  a  life  of  legal  righteoufriels,  or  a  life 
of  open  wickednefs  !     What  low  thoughts  of  Chrift,  as 
our  rig'hteoufnefs,  appear  from  every  thing  that  tends 
to  lead  finners  back  to  the  la\v  as  a  covenant  of  works ! 
And  what  low  thoughts  of  Chrift,  as  our  fanftification, 
appear  from  every  thing  that  tends  to  lead  finners  off. 
from  the  law,  ^s  a  rule  of  holinefs  !    How  is  Chrift,  and 
his  merit,  and  righteoufnefs  difefteemed,  to  the  encou- 
ragement of  felf  and  felf-rightecmfnefs  !     And,  how  is 
Chrirt,  and  his  Spirit  and  grace  difefteemed,  to  the  en- 
couragement of  nn  and  licentioufnefs  *  !     It  is  not  my 
bufinefs  to  expofe  the  nakednefs  of  any  :    they  are  An- 
gular peffons,  that  are  helped  to  guard  againft  all  right- 
hand  and  left-hand  extremes,  fo  as  to  think  no  lefs  of 
Chrift,  as  a  Lord,  than  Chrift  as  a  Saviour;  and  to  efteem 
a  whole  Chrift,  without  fetting  up  one   part  of  Chrift 
againft  another  :  but  ray  work  efpecially  is,  to  ftrike  at 
the  root  of  all  that  difefteem  of  Chrift,  that  takes  place 
in  the  world,  efpecially  in  ihe  vifible  church.    Whence 
is  it,  that  the  world  thinks  fo  little  of  Chrift,   and  fo 
naughtily  of  him  ?    Why, 

I.  Ignorance  is  a  caufe  of  it,  Ignotl  nulla  cupido;  as  it 
is  impoffible  for  them  to  undervalue  Chrift,  who  have 
the  faving  knowledge  of  him  ;  fo  it  is  not  poffible  that  . 
any  can  prize  him,  whom  they  do  not  know.  Many 
are  like  Feftus,  Afts  xxv.  19.  v/ho  told  Agrippa,  that 
Paul's  enemies  had  queftions  againft  him,  concerning 
one  Jesus  ;  Chrift  is  to  them  a  certain  man,  one  Jefus, 
but  for  their  part  they  know  little  of  him,  and  are  in- 
different about  him  :  as  a  blind  man,  what  he  does  not 

»  The  above  topics  are  all  toucl.ed  at,  and   many  of  them  treated 

at  confidcraWc  length.  Vol.  I.  Serm.  IV.  Vol.  IL  S^uxv.lLX\\\^ . 

XXVII.    Vol.  lU.  Scrm.  XXXIVs XLVll. 

Vol.  Ill  I  Z  ^^^^ 
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fee,  he  cares  not  for,  though  he  be  told  of  it  as  never 
lb  fair  and  beautiful ;  fo  natural  men  are  blind,  2  Cor. 
iv.  4. ;  they  can  fee  no  beauty  or  comelinefs  in  Chrift, 
for  which  they  Ihould  defire  him.  Therefore,  though 
they  may  hear  of  his  glory  and  comelinefs,  and  be  a 
Kttle  moved  therewith,  yet  they  care  not  fo  much  for 
him,  as  to  give  him  the  higheft  room  in  their  thoughts 
and  efteem. 

2.  Unbelief  is  another  caufe  why  people  think  'little 
ofChVill;  if  they  would  believe,  they  would  fee  the  glory 
of  God  in  him,  and  fee  him  a  glorious  and  lovely  object: 
but,  through  unbelief,  Chrift  is  ,lothfome  inllead  of 
lovely ;  hence  his  do£trin?e  is  lothfome,  his  righteoufnefs, 
his  holinefs,  his  crofs.  Unbelief  makes  people  think 
C4irift  is'  a  cheat,  and  God  is  a  liar,  and  that  he  fays 
what  he  hath  no  mind  to  do ;  it  makes  them  think  that 
he  is  liot  able  to  fave,  or  that  he  is.  not  willing  to  fave. 
Oh!  how.bafely  does  unbelief  think  of  Chrift!  Un- 
belief alfo  will  make  a  man  think  God  like  unto  himfelf, 
and  an  approver  of  his  fm,  Pfal.  1.  21.  "  Thou  thoughteft 
that  I  was  altogether  fuch  an  one  as  thyfelf  T*"  and  fo 
it  makes  them  to  think  of  Chrift  but  very  bafely. 

3.  Pride  and  felf-righteoufnefs  is  another  caufe  why 
j^eople  think  little  of  Chrift,  Rom.  x.  3.  While  people 
think  much  of  themfelves,  and  their  doing,  they  cannot 
think  much  of  Chrift,  and  his  righteoufnefs.  This  is 
that  legal  righteoufnefs  that  makes  men  to  do  with  the 
garme'it  of  ChriR's  righteoufnefs,  as  the  Ammonites 
did  w* th  the  garments  of  David'^s  meffengers,  they  dipt 
then  fo  fhort,  that  they  were  not  able  to  hide  their 
fhp.me  :  but  if  it  was  a  terror  and  fmiting  to  David's 
heart,  to  cut  oft"  but  a  little  of  the  lap  of  Saul's  garment, 
ought  it  net  to  be  a  terror  to  us,  to  cut  off  a  lap  of  Chrift's 
garment,  ar  to  clip  it  fo  fhort,  as  to  think  that  it  cannot 
cover  us  completely,  without  fome  of  our  own  rotten 
rigiiteoufnefs  fewed  to  it  ? — Again,  it  is  this  legal  prin- 
ciple that  makes  believers  themfelves  think  it  cannot  be 
that  they  are  accepted  as  righteous,  perfeftly  righteous 
in  the  fight  of  God,  through  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift 
imputed;  why,  becaufe  they  want  a  feeling  of  that  righ- 
tec?u/iiefs  in  themfelves^  \\\vic\\\\x^\^^Wa.xi\a  ready 
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to  make  the  foundation  of  pardon  and  acceptance  :  but, 

as  Luther  faid,   '  We  mull  not  feel,  but  believe,  that 

*  we  are  thus  righteous;'  yea,  it  is  this  hidden  principle 

of  felf-righteoufnefs,  that  will  make  a  miniftcr  preach 

Chrift  alone  for  righteoufnefs,   as  if  he  were  as  much 

for  exalting  Chrift,  as  any  that  ever  preached;  and  yet, 

before  ever  you  know  well  where  you  are,  you  will  find 

him  bringing  in  fome  legal  duty  or  qualification,  in  order 

to  your  being  juftified,  that  will  fpoil  all ;  juft  like  art 

untoward  milk-cow,   that  will  let  down  a  good  deal  of 

milk  very  well,  but  then^  with  an  unhappy  kick  of  hei* 

foot,  ihe  will  tumble  all  down  to  the  ground,  when  ihe 

hath  done :  even  fo,  the  finccre  milk  of  the  word  of  life^ 

and  juftification  through  Chrift's  righteoufnefs   alone, 

may  be   let  down  abundantly,  that  you   would  think 

the  mail  as  evangelical  as  Paul  himfelf,  or  any  body  . 

that  ever  preached  the  gofpel:  but,  behold,  of  a  fudden, 

the  legal  foot  gives  it  a  kick,  and  fpills  all  when  he  hath 

done,  or  elfe  the  law  fets  her  foot  among  the  midll  of 

the  milk ;  I  mean,  mixes  fome  dirty  righteoufnefs,  and 

qualification  of  our  own,  with  the  fair  and  clean  milk 

of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs,   fo   as  the  poor  foul  loaths  to 

take  a  drink  of  it.     Why,  I  thought  this  milk  was  for 

me,  and  this  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  was  for  me  ;    but 

there  came  in  a  qualification,  that,  before  ever  I  could 

be  juftified,  I  behoved  to  do  fo  and  fo,   and  be  fo  and  fo 

humbled,  and  penitent ;  and  fure  I  am,  I  want  fuch 

a  qualification,   and  therefore  all  is  loft  to  me.     But, 

poor  foul,  whatever  come  in  this  way,  tending  to  make 

you  look  into  yourfelf,-  and  ftand  off  from  Chrift^  you 

may  know  it  is  but  a  f witch  of  the  law  of  works  ;  flight 

it,  and  fet  it  off,  if  it  hinder  you  from  thinking  of  Chrift 

as  your  all,   and  from  buying  and  drinking  his  wine 

and  milk,  without  money  and  without  price. 

4.  Carnal  reafon  is  another  caufe,  why  i:)eople  think 
little  of  Chrift  ;  for,  "  The  natural  man  receives  not  the 
things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  they  are  fooliflmefs  to  him,'' 
I  Cor.  li.  14.  There  is  natural  reafon,  which  is  fo  much 
cried  up  at  this  day,  when  man  goes  about  to  meafure 
God's  truths,  and  fpiritual  myfteries,  with  this  Ihort 
line  of  hum^n  reafon  ;   and  findvw^^  XJcvaV  t^^^viTs.  ^^^^'^ 


356  ^€  Main  ^eftlon  SER-XLVII,&fr. 

with  thefe  myfteries,  no  more  than  the  found  of  ram- 
horns,  in  the  view  of  carnal  reafon,  was  like  to  bring 
down  the  walls  of  Jericho ;  behold,  no  fault  muft  bc 
found  with  Iddy  Reafon,  but  Chrill's  gofnel,  and  the 
myfteries  thereof,  muft  bear  the  blame,  namely,  That 
they  are  foolifti  and  abfurd ;  and  therefore  not  to  be 
received  or  efteemed  by  fuch  wife  heads  as  they  are, 
who  little  remember  the  apoftle's  adraoniticn,  i  Cor* 
iii.  18.  "  If  any  man  will  be  wife,  let  him  become  a  fool, 
that  he  may  be  wife.'*  Hence  Luther  gave  it  as  an 
infallible  mark  that  the  gofpel  was  not  truly  preached, 
and  was  not  the  gofpel  indeed,  namely,  '  If  it  was  fo 

*  brewed,  fitted,  and  adapted  unto  reafon,  that  all  ap- 

*  proved  of  it,  and  yielded  to  it  peaceably  ;    for,  how 

*  then  Ihould  Chrift  be   a  fign  that  fliould  be  fpoken 

*  againft,  Luke  ii.  34;    and  a  ftone  of  ftumbling,  and 

*  a  rock  of  offence  ?*     This  leads  me  to  a 

5.  Caufe,  why  people *think  fo  little  of  Chrift,  namely, 
the  calumny  caft  upon  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  and  the 
difpenfers  of  it.  Is  it  poffible  for  the  wifdom  of  the 
world  to  hold  her  peace  from  fpeaking  againft  that  which 
fhe  judges  to  be  fooliflmefs  ?  How  then  fhall  Chrift  be 
not  only  for  the  rifmg,  but  the  falling  of  many  in  Ifrael? 

*  Mark,  fays  Luther,  where  this  fall  is,  even  in  Ifrael, 

*  in  that  people  that  feeraed  to  be  Chrift/s  only  people, 
'  and  upon  Chrift's  fide.'  It  is  even  in  Ifrael  that  many 
fall,  and  in  Ifrael  that  Chrift  is  fpoken  againft.  Thus, 
when  he  came  to  be  a  miniftcr  of  the  old  and  antient 
truths  of  God,  to  confirm  the  promifes  made  unto  the 
fathers,  Rom.  xv.  8.  when  he  began  to  preach  the  fame, 
the  gre^teft  part  of  the  multitude  cried  out,  What  neiv 
-doBrine  is  this?  Mark  i.  27.  Whence  we  may  fee,  that 
when  a  church  hath  gone  off  from  any  antient  truth,  or 
old  way  of  expreffmg  it,  no  fconer  are  thefe  old  truths 
revived,  or  fet  in  tlieir  antient  frame,  than'  prefently  it 
is  called  a  new  fcbeme  of  doclrine  ^".  However^  by  this 
means,  Satan  gets  much  of  his  will ;  for  it  tends  to  make 
people  think  little  of  Chrift,  and  his  gofpel. 

6.  Divifion  is  another  caufe,  why  people  think  fo 
little  of  Chrift.    There  is  a  twofold  divifion  that  I. mean; 

there 
*  5ee  the  reafon  of  this  aiTi^ticd  ?i>0Ne^  "V^W  '^^  ^'V^%  'NtsJu'^* 
P-  3<^4;  JO  jr.  Vol.  UI,  p.  44* 
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there  is  not  only  an  outward  church-divifion,  but  an  in- 
ward heart-divifion.  No  doubt  the  former  hath  a  great 
hand  in  making  many  to  flight  Ghrift ;  for,  when  a 
church  is  divided,  the  generality  of  people  are  apt  to  be 
ftumbled  :  Why,  fay  they,  w^e  know  not  whom  to  be- 
lieve, and  w^hat  iide  to  turn  to  ;  every  party  fays  they 
are  for  Chrill,  and  therefore  the  indifferent  fort  of  peo- 
pie  think,  we  will  even  let  Chriil  and  them  both  alone- 
But  it  is  efpecially  inward  heart-divifion  that  I  mean  : 
when  the  heart  is  divided  betwixt  Chriil  and  the  world, 
betwixt  Chriil  and  idols  or  lulls :  tlie  world,  and  the 
lulls  thereof,  will.be  fure  to  carry  iiVv'ay  the  hearty  that 
it  cannot  think  highly  of  Chrill,  while  it  thinks  fo  much 
rf  other  things.  A  man  may  as  foon,  with  one  eye, 
obferve  the  liars,  and  w^ith  the  other,  meafure  the 
€arth  at  the  fame  time,  as  lie  can  think  liighly  of  Chrifl: 
and  his  idols  too :  therefore,  when  Satan,  like  tlie  pre- 
tended mother,  fays,  "  Let  it  be  neither  thine  nor  mine, 
but  divide  it  j'"  Gi>d,  v/ho  is  the  Lord  of  the  heart,  fays. 
Let  the  devil  rather  have  all ;  for  God  will  either  have 
all  or  none.  Now,  when  men  hav^  any  approved  idol 
in  the  heart,  Chrill  is  defpifed,  his  rival  gets  all :  the 
divided  heart,  tlien,  is  a  heart  feparate,  and  joined  to 
idols  ;  and  this  divifion  caufes  xlifelleem  of  Chrift,  fo  as 
the  man  cannot  think  of  Chrill,  he  muft,  of  neceffity, 
^ink  of  fome  other  thing.  See  how  they  that  were 
invited  to  the  great  fupper,  the  gofpel-banquet,  put  it  off 
with  excufes;  Luke  xiv.  i8,  ''I  have  bought  a  piece  of 
ground,  and  I  rauft  needs  go  and  fee  it,"  lays  one : 
mark  the  phrafe,  Imuft  needs  goj  he  ple^p^  neceffity, 
and  neceffity  hath  no  law.  When  the  heatlMfe  not  wholly 
for  Chrill,  of  neceffity  it  will  be  for  the  r/^fld,  and  the 
lulls  thereof :  and  he  that  is  not  for  Clii4ft,  Satan  will 
conftantly  find  him  enough  of  bufinefsdlp  take  up  his 
thoughts,  and  which  The  man  will  reckU"  fo  ijeceffary, 
that  he  will  have  no  leifure  to  think  pf  Chjrift,  Now, 
when  this  quettion  is  propofed,  IV/bift  thinkyeofC&rift? 
or,  when  Chrifl  is  offered,  there  are  two  forts  of  per- 
fons  that  fliew  very  Kttle  efteem  of  him;  yea,  that  Ihew 
they  do  nothing  but  defpife  lum  in  their  heart :  the 
apoiUc  compares  tl}cm  to  dogs  aivi^  t«\x^v  "i^^^^V-Xv*  -i.-^.. 

Z3  v-v.^-^v^x^ 
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(i.)  There  are  fome  like  fwine,  namely,  the  profane 
worldly  people ;  for,  as  fwme  thmk  more  of  the  mire, 
than  any  thing  elfe  ;  fo,  if  one  go  to  drive  him  away 
from  the  mire,  he  only  gives  a  grunt,  and  away  he  goes 
to  the  mire  again,  or  elfe  rooting  his  fnout  in  the  earth: 
fo  profane  and  worldly  people  love  to  wallow  in  the  mire 
of  lin,  and  to  be  rooting  and  rotting  in  the  earth;  and  ' 
if  any  go  about  to  drive  them  from  fin,  and  to  pull  their 
nofes  out  of  the  eaith,  they  go  away  gf  unting  and  grum- 
bling in  their  heart,  that  they  cannot  be  allowed  their 
neceifary^  pleafure  and  profit ;  and  they  return  to  the 
wallowing  in  the  mire,  and  rooting  in  the  earth  as  eager- 
ly as  ever.  All  the  anfwer  they  give  to  the  queftion, 
What  think  ye  of  Chrift  ?  is  a  grunt ;  they  are  a' little 
difturbed  about  it,  and  moved  a  little  to  mutter  ferae 
words,  according  as  they  are  affefted ;  but  away  they 
go  grunting,  with  their  mouth  towards  the  dull :  it  is 
not  Ghrift  they  are  thinking  of. 

(2.)  There  are  others  like  dogs,  namely,  legalifts, 
and  felf-jufticiaries,  that  are  worfe  enemies  to  the  gofpel 
of  Clirifi ,  than  the  worldling,  or  openly  profane,  for,  as 
a  dog  thinks  more  of  a  fi:inking  carcafe  than  any  thing 
elfe  ;  fo,  if  you  go  about  to  drive  the  dog  from  his  vo- 
mit, or  llinking  carrion,  he  will  be  ready  either  to  bark 
or  bite,  or  flee  in  your /ace  :  even  fo,  legalifts  and  felf- 
jufticiaries,  think  more  of  the  ftinking  carcafe  of  their 
own  righteoufnefs,  and  legal  duties,  than  any  thing  elfe; 
and  when  any  goes  about  to  draw  them  av/ay  from  the 
high  eftecm  of  the  filthy  rags  of  their  own  righteoufnefs, 
flievving  the  lothforanefs  and  vilenefs  thereof,  the  abfo- 
lute  necelfity  of  being  wholly  denied  thereto,  and  adorn- 
ed with  nothing  bat  Chrift's  perfeQ:  righteoufnefs  for 
juftification  before  God  ;  if  we  Ihow  them  how  God 
juftifies  the  ungodly,  and  how  the  righteoufnefs  of  God, 
without  the  works  of  the  law,  is  manifefted  in  the  gof- 
pel ;  why,  then  they  go  away  from  ordinances,  barking 
and  biting,  flandering,  and  calumniating  the  gofpel, 
which  they  do  not  underftand  or  efteem,  as  if  it  were  a 
d)6trine  of  licentioufnefs,  and  an  encouragement  of  fin; 
and  they  return  to  their  yomit,  their  ftinking  carrion, 
neglecting  the  heavenly  caxc?3ife^Xo\^V\0cs.\Jc^^\i^\\^vvti^ 
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-eagles  gather  together,  that  they  may  live  by  faith  upon 
the  Son  of  God. — Now,  both  thefe  forts  of  perfons, 
however  differently  affecled,  yet  agree  in  their  flighting 
of  Chrift,  upon  different  grounds.  What  do  they  think 
of  Chrift  ?  Nothing  at  alL  The  Lord  convince  and 
awaken  fuch  ! 

Thirdly^  The  Third  Ufe  maybe  for  Examination  and 
Trial.  Let  this  great  queftion  of  the  Chriftian  Catechifm 
be  a  touchftone,  to  try  what  metal  you  are  of,  and  to 
underftand  what  is  your  fiate  now,  and  what  will  be 
your  lot  for  ever:  it  is,  and  will  be,  according  as  you 
anfvver  this -queftion,  IVbiit  think  yc  of  Chrift  ?  For  help- 
ing yOu  into  this  enquiry,  I  would  diredt  you  to  try  it, 
I.  By  the  quality  of  your  thoughts*  2.  By  the  objeft 
thereof. 

i/r,  Try  yourfelves  upon  thi^  quefticrn,  by  the  quality 
of  your  thoughts  ;  for  it  is  not  a  fimple  thought,  like 
a  flying  vapour,  that  is  here  intended,  but  a  qualified 
thought,  that  you  are  to  try  yourfelves  by:  for  example, 

I.  Right  and  becoming  thoughts  of  Clirift  are  pre- 
ferring a  ad  fuperlative  thoughts;  Chrift  is  beyond  com- 
parifoti  to  the  man  :  the  language  of  fuch  a  thought  of 
Chrift  is  this,  O  what  can  he  be  compared  unto !  If  you 
compare  him  to  a  rofe;  he  is  the  Rofe  of  Sharon:  If  you 
compare  him  to  a  lily;  he  is  the  Lily  of  the  valley:  If  you 
compare  him  to  a  fun-;  he  is  the  Sim  of  righteoufnefs  : 
If  you  compare  him  to  a  ftar ;  he  is  the  bright  and 
morning  Star:  If  you  compare  him  to  a  chief  and  honour- 
able worthy;  he  is  the  Chief  among  ten  thoufand:  If  you 
compare  him  to  ahead;  he  is  the  Head  of  principalities 
and  powers  :  If  you  compare  him  to  a  flower  ;  he  is  the 
Flower  of  the  ftem  of  Jeffe  :  If  you  compare  him  to  a 
branch ;  he  is  the  Branch  of  righteoufnefs :  If  you  com, 
pare  him  to  an  advocate ;  he  is  an  Advocate  with  the 
Father  :  If  you  compare  him  to  a  counfellor ;  he  is  the 
wonderful  Counfellor:  If  you  compare  him  to  a  king;  he 
is  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords:  If  you  compare 
him  to  a  prince ;  he  is  the  Prince  of  peace  ;  the  Prince 
of  the  kings  of  the  earth :  If  you  compare  him  with  men ; 
he  IS  fairer  than  the  fons  of  men :  \£  ^ou  co\s^^*9c^^\v\n^^ 

Z  4  ^^^^ 
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with  angels;  he  is  tlie  Lord  of  angels;  "  Let  all  the  angels 
of  God  w^^rfliip  him," — The  man  does  in  his  thoughts 
prefer  Ghrift  to  all  things  in  heaven  and  e.arth:  "  Whom 
have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  And  there  is  none  upon  the 
earth  who;n  I  defire  befides  thpe,"  Pfal.  Ixxiii,  25-  In  all 
things  he  gives  him  the  pre-eminence,  Col.i.  x8.  Ag9in, 

2.  Right  and  becoming  thoughts  of  Ghrift  are  admir- 
ing and  adoring  thoughts, exalting  andextolling  thoughts; 
^f  you  have  due  thoughts  of  him  in  your  heart,  you  will 
find  in  your  heart  to  blefs  him,  faying,  as  Pfal,  Qxyiii.  26, 

SUfscd  is  bcy  in  Go(Ps  great  name^ 

That  cometb  us  to  fave  : 
iVe^  from  the  hoiife  vjbicb.  to  the  Lord 

Pertains^  you  blefsed  bavp. 

And,  0  magnify  tbe  Lord  nxiitb  m^i  you  would  wifh  that 
all  the  world  would  fall  a  bleffing,  and  praifing,  and  ex. 
tolling  him,  They  ^re  glorying  and  glorifying  thoughts; 
the  man's  heart  glories  in  the  Lord,  and  glorifies  the 
Lord ;  and  would  defire  his  glory  might  be  advanced 
above  the  heavens.     Why,  becaufe,    ' 

3.  Right  and  becoming  thoughts  of  Ghrift  are  fpiri- 
tual  and  fubliniating  thoughts';  natural  thoughts  can 
rife  no  higher  than  natures,  i  Gor.  ii,  14,;  but  fpiritual 
thoughts,  being  managed  by  the  conduct  and  influence 
of  the  Spirit  of  God ;  "  The  Spirit  fearcheth  all  things, 
even  the  deep  things  of  God.'-  Indeed,  the  Spirit  of  Grod 
is  the  all  in  all  of  thefe  thoughts ;  for  he  comes,  accord- 
ing to  the  promife,  and  glorifies  Ghrift,  by  receiving 
the  things  of  Ghrift,  and  ftiewing  them  unto  the  foul, 
John  xvi.  14.  ''  They  that  are  after  the  flefti,  do  mind 
the  things  of  the  flefti;  but  they  that  are  after  the  Spirit, 
the  things  of  the  Spirit,''  Rom.  viii.  5.  Indeed,  the  things 
of  Ghrift,  and  the  things  of  the  Spirit,  are  the  fame  ;  no 
human  natural  wifdom  can  reach  to  them  :    wife  natu- 

alifts  may  indeed  dream  of  them,  and  fpeak  of  tliem 
like  a  man  fpeaking  in  his  dream  of  the  light  of  the  fun, 
while  yet  it  is  dark  night  with  him,  and  he  was  never 
awakened,  convinced,  and  favingly  illuminated. 

4.  Right  and  becoming  thoughts  of  Ghrift  are  apply- 
mg  and  appropriating  thoughts  •,  iufomucK  that  the  man 
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takes  Chrill  into  his  fuul,  as  he  takes  meat  and  drink 
into  his  body  ;  "  Whofo  eateth  my  fleflji,  and  drinketh 
my  blood,  Iiath  eternal  life,"  John  vi.  54.  This  is  that 
bcUeving  thought,  without  which  a  man  receives  no  he- 
nefit,  any  more  than  a  man  that  wants  meat  can  have 
benefit  by  thinking  upon  me^t,  without  eating  thereof. 
The  man  takes  in  Clirift  to  himfelf  for  his  own  good. 
To  think  of  Chrift,  without  applying  him^  is  like  a  man 
thinking  of  meat  and  drink,  without  taking  it ;  which 
does  no  good. 

Quest.  But  can  there  be  no  right  thinking  of  Chrift, 
without  applying  ?  Indeed,  man,  the  thought  is  but  a 
vain  thought,  an  unbelieving  thought,  an  unprofitable 
thought,  if  it  be  not  either  an  applying  thought  of 
Chrift,  or  a  thought  of  Chrift  in  order  to  application  \ 
like  a  fick  man  receiving  a  cordial  out  of  his  phyfician's 
hand,  he  takes  it  from  him, '  not  to  hold  it  in  his  hand, 
and.  no  more,  but  in  order  to  make  it  his  own^  by 
drinking  it  down  for  his  '  refrefliment,  healing,  ^nd 
ftrengthening.  The  man's  taking  tlie  cordial  in  hi^ 
hand,  is  not  properly  the  taking  that  the  phyficiaa 
means,  but  his  taking  it  into  himfelf,  or  down  into  his 
ftomach,  is  the  proper  taking  of  it :  yet  the  former*t^k- 
ing  of  it  in  his  hand  is  right,  in  fo  far  as  it  is  in  order 
to  the  other  ;  (o  here,  a  bare  thinking  of  Chrift  is  of  no 
avail,  unlefs  it  be  an  applying  thought,  or  a  thought  in 
prder  to  application :  and  diough  the  thoughts  of  Chrift, 
in  order  to  application,  be  not  application  itfelf  proper* 
\y\  yet  it  is  good,  in  fo  far  as  it  is  a  taking  Chrift  into 
your  hand,  in  order  to  take  him  into  your  hearty  and 
that  for  your  own  fouls  refreftmient,  life,  health,  and 
everlafting  fa,lvation, 

5.  Right  thoughts  of  Chrift  are  finking  and  ferious 
thoughts,  in  oppofition  to  fwimming,  roving,  and  in-, 
different  thoughts.  Some  have  a  wild  thought  about 
Chrift,  tliat  if  he  be  good  for  any  thing,  they  ftiall  have 
a  fliare  of  him,  as  well  as  others  :  but  what  he  is,  and 
how  they  ftiall  come  by  him,  they  never  deeply  ponder- 
ed  ;  fdr  they  were,  never  touched  with  a  fenfe  of  their 
fin,  mifery,  and  undone  ftate  without  him.  A  fwim» 
ming  thought  oi  Chrift  is  lik^  tiv^X  Oii.  ^qcsv&  xsg^^x-j)*?^ 
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creatures,  crying  out  in  a  furprize,  *  Chrift,  have  mercy 
on  us;*  but  the  thought  that  finks  deep  is  like  that  of 
the  publican  fmiting  on  his  breatt,  and  crying,  ^'  Lord, 
have  mercy  on  me  a  finner.'*  But  there  are  learned  fools 
in  the  world,  as  well  as  ignorant  ones,  that  have  nothing 
but  fwimming  thoughts,  roving  fpeculations  ;  and  yet, 
it  may  be,  they  can  fpeak  of  Chrift  to  better  purpofe, 
you  would  think,  than  one  that  is  exercifed  to  godlinefs: 
but  yet  thefe  twb  forts  differ  as  far  as  the  pleading  of  an 
orator  differs  from  the  pleading  of  a  malefaftor  ;  the 
one  vents  his  great  wit,  but  the  other  his  heart-concern. 
Again, 

6.  Right  thoughts  of  Chrill  are  trading  and  trafficking 
thoughts  ;  the  man  hath  it  for  his  coftftant  trade,  to 
think  highly  of  Ghrift,  and  give  him  the  chief  room  in 
his  .heart  and  efteem.  In  this  refpeft,  his  heart  is  fixed, 
truiUng  in  the  Lord.  "  The  defire  of  our  foul  is  to  thy 
name,  fays  the  church,  and  to  the  remembrance  of  thee. 
With  my  foul  have  I  defired  thee  in  the  night,  and  with 
my  fpirit  within  me  will  I  feek  thee  early,'*  Ifa.  xxvi. 
8,  9.  There  was  a  trading  with  heaven  late  at  night, 
and  early  in  the  morning.  Yea,  David  makes  it  morn- 
ing, and  evening,  and  mid-time  of  the  day;  yea  more, 
feven  times  a  day  ;  and  yet  moft  of  all,  when  he  fays, 
*'  My  foul  breaks  for  the  longing  that  it  hath  to  thy  righ- 
teous judgments  at'ALL  times."  It  is  a  conftant  trading. 
True,  indeed,  there  are  innumerable  intermiflions  in  the 
believer's  Chriftian  thoughts  and  defires  :  but  as  we  fay. 
It  is  fuch  a  man's  trade  to  buy  and  fell,  while  he  follows 
that  employment,  tho'  it  is  not  every  moment  he  is  thus 
occupied:  but  tho'  there  be  feveral  intermiffions  in  the 
exercife  of  his  employment,  yet  the  bent  of  his  mind  goes 
that  way:  fo  here,  we  may  call  this  the  believer's  conftant 
trade;  becaufe,  whatever  intermiflions  there  are  in  this 
his  mental  trading  with  heaven,  yet  the  bent  of  his  foul 
is  towards  Chrift:  yea,  it  is  not  only  his  bufinefs,  but  his 
pleafure:  and  that  makes  him  go  on.  If  a  man  thrive 
at  his  trade,  he  takes  pleafure  in  it;  and  if  not,  he  is  in 
danger  of  giving  it  over.  We  go  fometimes  upon  bufinefs 
to  thefe  we  never  faw,  nor  care  for  feeing  again,  and 
whom  we  take  little  pleafure  \o  coxoj^Tfe  V\xiv\\3aR.Y  that 
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never  go  to  Chrift  but  merely  upon  bufinefs,  and  never 
find  any  pleafure  in  converiing  with  him,  furely  they  are 
too  great  flrangers  to  him.  Certainly,  believer,  there 
is  too  much  flrangencis  betwixt  Ghrill  and  you,  if  your 
bufinefs  you  have  ado  with  Chrift  be  feldcm  your  plea- 
fure, or  if  it  be  merely  bufinefs  that  takes  you  to  him, 
faying,  '  I  want  a  pardon,  I  want  a  promife,  I  want 
'  this  and  that.*  But,  is  there  never  a  love-vifit  you 
make  to  him,  faying,  '  Lord,  I  have  got  a  pardon,  and 

*  I  am  come  to  blefs  thee  for  it;    I  have  got  a  promife, 

*  and  I  am  come  to  praiie  thee  for  it ;  thy  company  is 
'  fweet,  and  I  am  come  to  get  thee  in  my  arms,  that 

*  I  may  have  more  of  thy  embraces?*  O  fweet  trad- 
ing? My  meditaticn  of  him  Jh all  be  fnueet.  Indeed,  thefe 
thoughts  of  Chrift  that  are  right,  are  glad,  joyful,  fatis- 
fying  thoughts.  , 

7.  Right  thoughts  of  Chrift  are  humbling  thoughts, 
and  yet  emboldening  thoughts.  O  but  thele  that  think 
highly  of  Chrift,  cannot  but  think  meanly  of  themfelves,- 
faying  with  Job,  ''Now,  mine  eye  feeth  thee;  wherefore 
I  abhor  myfelf,  and  repent  in  duft  and  aflies."  The  be- 
liever, that  thinks  duly  of  Chrift,  hath  both  the  higheft 
and  loweft  thoughts  in  the  world;  the  higheft  thoughts 
of  Chrift,  and  the  loweft  thoughts  of  himfelf:  and  yet 
this  humility  doth  not  hinder  his  boldnefs  ;  for,  he  hath 
boldnefs  to  enter  into  the  holieft  by  the  blood  of  Jefus, 
Heb.  X.  19.  The  more  he  thinks  of  Chrift,  the  more 
humble  thoughts  he  has  of  himfelf;  and  yet,  the  more 
he  thinks  of  Chrift,  the  more  bold  he  is  towards  God. 
It  is  a  bold  humility,  and  a  humble  boldnefs ;  hence, 
when  he  is  worfliipping  God  in  the  Spirit,  two  other 
things  concur,  namely,  a  rejoicing  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and 
a  having  no  confidence  in  the  flefh,  Phil.  iii.  3.  Oh  ! 
fays  the  foul,  I  have  no  ground  of  confidence  in  myfelf, 
but  I  have  all  ground  of  confidence  in  Chrift!  Unworthy 
wretch  am  I,  as  ever  was  out  of  hell;  but,  behold,  there 
is  the  worthy  blood,  the  worthy  rigliteoufnefs  of  Chrift, 
the  Lord  our  rigbteoitfnefs ;  therefore,  unworthy  as  I  am, 
I  am  warranted  to  be  bold  in  claiming  all  thro'  Chrift. 
I  fee  the  holy  of  holies  is  open  to  me  through  this  blood 
of  Chrift. 
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8.  Right  thoughts  of  Chrift  are  aifimulating  thoughts, 
f^nfiliiyiog  and  transforming  thoughts ;   2  Cor.  iii.  18. 
*^  But  we  all  with  open  face,  beholding  as  in  a  glafs  the 
glory  of  the  Lord,  are  changed  into  the  fame  image,  from 
glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.'*  They 
that  fee  Ghrift,  cannot  but  love  him,   and  defire  to  be 
like  liini',  for  there  is  a  fmitting  favour  in  his  face.  They 
that  are  in  heaven  are  like  him,  becaufe  they  fee  him 
as  he  is:  the  beatifical  vifion  brings  in  full  conformit}" to 
him.    Now,  a  fpiritual  thought,  and  a  believing  thought, 
is  a  mental  fight;  .a  fiducial  vifion  of  him  :  and  the  more 
qf  tliis,  tlie  more  conformity  to  him  in  holinefs.     The 
thought  that  endears  Ghrift,  imbitters  fin  :   a  man  can- 
not think  duly  of  the  lovelinefs  of  Ghrift,  without  think- 
ing of  the  lothfomenefs  of  fin-     O !  when  the  Sun  of  . 
righteoufnefs  arifeth,  there  is  a  heat  that  accompanies 
the  lights  and  warms  the  heart.     And,    indeed,  high 
thoughts  of  Ghrift  do  warm  the  heart,  and  make  it  bum 
M^ithin  hint ;  apd  heart-warming  thoughts  tend  to  bum 
u.p  corruption;  for,  as  Ghrift  comes  into  the  heart,  fin 
muft  go  out,  according  to  the  meafure  and  degree  of 
his  coming.     As  a  talent  of  gold,  or  fome  weighty  me- 
tal, falling  into  a  veflel  of  water,  daflies  out  all  that  is 
in  the  veflel,  to  make  room  for  itfelf ;   fo,  Ghrift  com- 
ing in  to  the  heart,  dafties  out  fin  to  make  room  for 
himfelf.      And,    indeed;    they   that   have   honourable 
thoughts  of  Ghrift  in  their  hearts,  cannot  have  favour- 
able thoughts  of  fin  ;   becaufe,  whenever  Ghrift  comes 
into  the  thoughts,   if  he  do  not  waih  out  the  life,  yet  he 
dafties  out  the  love  of  fin.     What,  man !  will  you  fay 
that  Ghrift  is  in  you,   and  that  you  have  faith,   and  yet 
the  love  of  fin  as  great  as  ever,  and  you  can  indulge 
yourfelf   in   whoredom,    and  drunkennefs,    and  lying, 
aiid  fwearing,  and  Sabbath-breaking,  or  any  other  piece 
of  wickednefs  and  profanity.     You  will  never  make  a 
good  man  believe  that  Ghrill  is  in  you,  or  that  you  have 
faith,  even  though  you  fliould  fwear  by  your  faith,  as 
fome  do,  who  even  thereby  teftify  to  the  world,  that 
they  have  no  faith  at  all ;  being  fo  prodigal  of  it,   as  to 
fwear  away  the  faith  which  they  fay  or  think  they  have. 
So  far  as  Cljrift  comes  in,  tm  ^oct^  o\x\.,    \\\^  ^^SSfcV^^ 
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indeed,  that  a  believer  that  hath  Chrift  in  him,  may 
think  that  he  hath  more  fin  than  ever,  and  that  fin  is  on 
the  growing  hand,  inftead  of  t}ie  decaying ;  but  he  is 
miftaken:  it  is  in  this  cafe,  as  it  is  v/ith  a  cup  of  water; 
put  filver  and  gold  in  a  cup,  and  the  water  fwelis  up ; 
and  the  more  you  put  in,  the  more  will  the  water  fwell 
and  run  over,  that  you  would  think  there  is  Hill  more 
water  than  before,  the  more  gold  is  put  in  :  Chrifl:  is 
the  tried  gold  ;  and  the  more  the  veffel  of  the  believer's 
heart  is  filled  with  it,  the  more  may  fin  appear  to  rife 
and  fwell,  and  run  over  all  its  banks:  this  frightens  and 
terrifies  the  poor  foul,  becaufe  now  he  fees  that  which, 
it  may  be,  was  hid  in  the  veffel  of  his  heart  before,  and 
out  of  his  fight.  But  it  is  not  that  there  is  more  fin, 
more  water  than  before,  but  more  gold  call  in ;  only 
'  every  dafli  perhaps  makes  the  water  flee  about,  that  he 
thinks  he  was  never  fo  full  of  fin  and  corruption  as  now : 
yet  fiill  it  holds  good,  Chrifl.'s  coming  in  makes  fin  flee 
out;  and  the  more  it  feems  to  rife  and  fwell,  the  more 
does  the  foul's  indignation  rife  and  fwell  againfl:  it.  All 
right  thoughts  of  Chrifl:  are  fan£lifying  thoughts* 

9.  High  thoughts  of  Chrifl*  are  new  thoughts  ;  they 
that  fuppofe  they  have  thought  well  enough  of  Chrift  att 
Xheir  days,  and  have  no  better  thoughts,  no  higher 
thoughts,  no  weightier  thoughts,  no  clearer  thoughts  of 
him  than  ever  they  had,  furely  they  are  ftrangers  to  this 
efteem  of  Chrift  that  we  are  enquiring  into  :  **  If  any 
man  be  in  Chrift,  he  is  a  new  creature  ;  old  things  are 
done  away,  and  all  things  are  become  new  ;"  and  new 
thoughts  among  the  reft.  Where  grace  comes,  there  the 
wicked  nian  forfakes  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man 
his  thoughts  ;  his  carnal  thoughts,  his  legal  thoughts  ; 
they  are  changed  into  fpiritual  thoughts,  evangelical 
thouglits,  fuch  as  he  never  had  before.     And, 

10.  New  thoughts  of  Chrift  will  bring  in  new  words 
and  new  aftions;  the  words  follow  the  thoughts.  You 
may  then  turn  the  queftion,  What  think  ye  of  Chrift?  to 
another,  What  fpeak  ye  of  him  ?  for.  Out  of  the  abundance 
of  the  h^art^  the  mouth  fpeeketb.  If  you  think  it  ill-breed- 
ing, or  ungenteel  manners,  as  many  do,  to  f^eak  of 
Chriil  and  ipirituaZ  things,  and  caivuoX  ^to^  ^  >«v;>^^  W 
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him  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  who  can  believe  that 
you  think  highly  of  Chrift.  Nay,  that  which  is  moll 
in  the  heart  and  thoughts,  will  be  moft  in  your  lips. — 
The  adlions  alfo  follow  the  thoughts :  can  you  think 
highly  of  Chrift,  and  yet  do  nothing  for  him  ?  Nay, 
new  and  precious  thoughts  of  Chrift  will  bring  in  new 

gofpel-obedience  from  a  principle  of  love  to  him. 

Thus  you  may  try  yourfelves  now  on  this  queftion, 
What  think  ye  of  Chrift?  by  the  quality  of  your  thoughts. 
Examination  is  the  very  defign  of  the  queftion,  namely, 
to  difcover  what  our  thoughts  of  Chrift  are;  and  there- 
for I  infift  mainly  upon  this. — ^But  having  tried  your- 
felves by  the  quality  of  your  thoughts, 

2^/y,  Try  yourfelves  by  the  objeft  thereof,  namely, 
Christ  :  What  think  ye  of  Christ  ?  And  here  fuch 
a  large  field  prefqnts  itfelf,  that  it  is  impoflible  I  can  go 
through  it  all.  Befides  what  was  faid  on  the  doftrinal 
part,  I  would  afk  fome  further  queftions  concerning 
Chrift,  not  only  for  examination,  but  for  raifing  your 
efteem  of  him. 

1.  What  think  ye  of  his  eminent  ftation  he  is  in,  as 
Mediator  betwixt  God  and  you,  and  his  relation  to  God 
and  you;  his  relation  to  God  by  nature,  as  his  eternal 
Son  ;•  and  by  office,  as  his  righteous  Servant  ?  God  , 
calls  you  to  wonder  at  him  in  this  ftation  ;  Ifa.  xlii.  i. 
Behold  my  Servant^  whom  I  uphold/  mine  EleSly  in  whom 
my  foul  delighteth.  His  Father  called  him  forth  to  ferve 
him  and  you,  and  to  ferve  him  for  your  fake;  to  ferve 
him  as  a  Redeemer,  to  ranfom  you;  to  ferve  him  as  a 
Surety,  to  pay  your  debt ;  to  ferve  him  as  a  Phyficiaii, 
to  heal  your  fouls  ;  to  ferve  him  in  all  the  offices  that 
your  need  requires  :  and  what  think  ye  of  him  ? 

2.  What  think  ye  of  his  travels,  in  order  to  acconi- 
plifti  the  work  that  belon:js  to  that  ftation  and  relation, 
wherein  he  ftands  to  God  and  you  ?  The  travail  of  his 
eternal  mind  before  time,  when  his  delights  were  with 
the  fons  of  men;  the  travail  of  his  foul,  and  the  travail  of 
his  -body  in  time;  his  travel  from  heaven  to  earth,  and 
from  earth  to  heaven  again;  in  all  his  mejJiatory  actings  ; 
his  incarnation,  birth,  life,  death,  refurreftion',  afcen- 
fiofi^  and  interceflioul   O  buX  ticv^  Ij^xdcaw  <gLve  a  glance 
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of  his  glory  in  the  very  naming  of  thefe  tilings  !  How 
did  he  travail  as  in  birth,  when  he  went  about  his  Father's 
bufinefs  !  Luke  ii.  49. 

3.  What  think  ye  of  his  treafures  ;  his  unfearchable 
riches  that  are  ftored  up  in  him  for  the  benefit  of  popr 
finners,  having,  received  thefe  gifts  for  ni^n  ?  All  the 
treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge  are  hid  in  him  ;  all, 
and  infinitely  more  than  we  loll  in  the  firft  Adam,  is 
treafured  up  in  the  fecond  Adam.  O  what  may  a  poor, 
ignorant,  witlefs  finner  think  of  a  treafure  of  wifdom, 
for  his  illumination  1  What  may  a  guilty  fmner  think 
of  a  treafure  of  righteoufnefs,  for  his  juttification!  What 
may  a  filthy  fmner  think  of  a  treafure  of  grace,  for  his 
fandtification  !  And  what  may  a  miferable  finner  think 
of  a  treafure  of  mercy,  for  his  complete  redemption  ! 
Yet  all  thefe  treafures,  and  infinitely  more  than  we  can 
name,  are  in  Chrift ;  '*  Who  of  God  is  made  unto  us 
wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fan£tification,  and  redemption,'* 
I  Cor.  i.  30.  O  the  fulnefs  of  grace  that  is  in  him,  that 
out  of  his  fulnefs  we  may  receive  grace  for  grace  !  He  is 
the  ftorehoufe  of  all  God's  treafures ;  for  all  is  treafured 
up  in  him,  that  we  may  be  complete  in  him,  who  will  by 
faith  make  ufe  of  him.     And  what  think  ye  of  him  ! 

4.  What  think  ye  of  his  thoughts?  Pfal.  cxxxix.  17. 
"  How  precious  are  thy  thoughts  unto  me,  O  God  !  how 
great  is  the  fum  of  them  !  If  I  count  them,"  fays  he, 
"  they  are  more  in  number  than  the  fand  :  When  I 
awake,  I  am  fl:ill  with  thee."  O  his  thoughts  !  dwell 
with  wonder  and  admiration  upon  God's  thoughts.  Is  it 
nothing  to  you,  that  ever  he  h;id  thoughts  of  love  to- 
' wards  the  like  of  you ;  thoughts  of  pardon,  thoughts 
of  peace ;  "  Thoughts  of  good  and  not  of  evil,  to  give 
you  an  expefted  end  !"  O  believer,  his  thoughts  are 
not  precious  to  the  reft  of  the  world  ;  but  what  are  they 
to  you  ?  Think  you  nothing  that  his  thought  and  care 
fhould  have  been  about  you  from  eternity,  and  now  mani- 
fefted  in  time  ?  Having  loved  you  with  an  everlafting  love, 
how  is  he  drawing  you  with  loving-kindnefs  ?  Befides  all, 
hisprovidentialcare  inbringing  things  aboutfor  your  good, 
and  that  in  a  way  beyond  your  contrivance  and  forefight ; 
yea,  in  fuch  a  manner  asneyer  enX^xtd  m\.o^v)\it  xisNaM^^* 
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You  little  thought  what  was  his/defign  in  ordering  your 
lot  in  fuch  a  part  of  the  world,  and  fuch  a  fpot  of  his 
vineyard,  and  bringing  you  to  fuch  a  fermon,  or  under 
fuch  a  miniftry-  O  how  innumerable  are  bis  precious 
thoughts  ?     And  what  think  ye  of  him? 

5.  What  think  ye  of  his  Words,  as  well  as  his  tliotights? 
Surely,  if  you  think  duly,  you  will  think  them   fwfcet 
words;  "  How  fweet  are  thy  words  unto  my  tafte!  yfea, 
fweeter  than  honey  to  my  mouth,''  Pfal.cxix.  103.   Does 
the  Spirit  never  take  fome  of  his  words,  arid  put  a  fpiri- 
tual  majefty  thereupon?   Tho^  many  times,  like  Samuel, 
you  miftake  the  Lord's  voice,  believer,   and  think  it  is 
Eli  that  fpeaks,  and  cannot  difcern  the  voice  of  Chrift 
from  the  voice  of  Mofes;   the  voice  of  grace  from  the 
voice  of  the  law ;  yet,  when  the  Spirit  comes,  and  whif- 
pers  in  a  word  from  Chrift  fometimes,  what  think  ye  of 
it?   "  It  is  the  voice  of  my  Beloved,  -behold  he  cometh, 
llcipping  upon  the  mountains,  and  leaping  upon  the  hills!" 
What  think  ye  of  his  inviting  words,  faying,   "  Come  to 
me,  all  ye  that  are  weary  and  heavy  laden  ?"  What  think 
ye  of  his  expoftulating  words,  faying,  "  Why  will  ye  die, 
O  houfe  of  Ifrael  ?" — What  think  ye  of  his  intreating 
words,andhis  promiftng  words,his  I %vilPsy2indyepalPs? 
"  I  will  be  your  God,  and  ye  ihall  be  my  people  ^     Do 
you  think  fo  much  of  them,  that  your  hearts  fay  J.men  to 
them? — What  think  ye  of  his  may  be^s?  Believers  will 
think  right  much  of  a  may-be  from  him  fometimes.    "  It 
may  be  he  will  be  gracious:  It  may  be  ye  fhall  be  hid  in 
the  day  of  the  Lord's  anger." — What  think  ye  of  his 
jhallbe^sf  There  are  fliall  be's  for  the  church  in  general: 
''  Upon   all  the  glory  there  Ihall  be  a  defence  :   In  the 
mount  of  the  Lord  it  fliall  be  feen:"'  What  think  ye  of 
thefe  ?    There  are  fliall  be's  for  yourfelf  in  particular  : 
There  is  a  Jhall  be  for  your  proteftion  ;  *'  A  man  fliall  be 
a  hiding-place  from .  the  ftorm.     This  man  fliall  be  the 
peace,  when  the  Aflyrian  fliall  come  into  our  land.'* 
There  is  a  J\)all  be  for  your  provifion;  "  Bread  fliall  be 
given  thee,   and  thy  water  fhall  be  fure."     There  is  a 
jhall  be  for  your  inftruftion;  "  They  fliall  be  all  taught 
of  God."     There  is  a  Jhall  be  for  your  juftification; 
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"  His  namefliall  be  called,  The  Lord  our  righteous- 
>iEBs.''  There  is  a  J\:)all  be  for  your  falvation  from  fm 
and  wrath ;  '*  His  name  fliall  be  called  Jefus,  becaufe 
he  faves  his  people  from  their  fins  ;  even  Jefus,  which  - 
.  delivers  from  the  wrath  to  come."  There  is  3.  jhall  be 
for  a  happy  death  ;  "  Death  Ihall  be  fvvallovved  up  in 
victory."  There  is  a  pall  be  for  a  Iiappy  welcome  at 
the  day  of  judgment ;  "  They  lliall  be  mine,  in  the  day 
that  I  make  up  my  jewels."  There  is  a  Jhall  be  fwr  a 
happy  eternity ;  "  And  fo  we  fliall  be  ever  with  the 
Lord."  What  think  ye  of  all  thefe  words  and  fhall  he's  ? 
Is  there  any  faith  here,  faying.  Amen  ;  fo  let  it.be;  fo 
Jhall  it  be  ? — What  think  ye  of  his  Verily 's?  We  cannot 
go  through  thefe,  to  tell  you  hov/  oft  he  hath  confirmed 
his  "words  with  a  Verily^  verily  I  fay  unto  you :  Many  a 
wrathful  verily  againft  his  enemies,  that  think  nothing 
of  him;  many  a  loving  verZ/y  towards  his  people,  that 
think  much  of  him.  O  Sirs,  do  you  eileem  them  all 
to  be  the  truth,  and  that  verily  it  is,  and  ihall  be  as  he 
hath  faid  ? — What  think  ye  of  his  dying  words,  as  when 
he  faid  upon  the  crofs,  It  isfniped? — What  think  ye 
of  his  living  words  ;  "  I  am  he  that  was  dead,  and  am 
alive;  and  behold  I  live  for  evermore?" — O!  what 
think  ye  of  his  words  ?  Cannot  your  heart  fay,  "  Lord, 
to  whom  Ihall  I  go  ?  Thou  haft  the  words  of  eternal  life  ?" 
.0  what  think  ye  of  him  ? 

6.  What  think  ye  of  his  Works  ?  Even  his  works  of 
creation;  what  think  ye  of  thefe?  For,"By  him  all  things 
were  made  that  were  made;  and  without  him  was  nothing 
made,"  John  i.  3.  O  when  you  behold  the  heavens,  the 
works  of  hishands;  the  moon  and  the  ftars,  which  he  hath 
ordained^  may  you  not  fay,  ♦'  What  is  man,  that  thou  art 
mindfulof  him?  and  the  fonof  man,that  thouxifiteft  him  ?" 
What  think  ye  of  his  works  of  providence  ?  For,  "  He 
upholds  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power,"  Heb.  i.  3. 
If  you  wonder  how  he  can  raife  your  dead  bodies  at  the 
great  day,  and  fever  your  duft  from  other  duft ;  may 
you  not  as  well  wonder,  how  he  every  day  raifes  up  in 
your  vi^w  innumerable  ftalks  of  corn  out  of  the  duft, 
and  gives  to  every  pickle  of  feed  his  own  body  I  a^  tk^ 
apoftle  argues f   iCor.  xv.  35,    and  do\N\v«^x^.    "Y^w^ 
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will  he  raife  the  believer's  vile  body,  out  of  the  filthy 
duft  where  it  rots,  and  make   it  like  unto  his  own  glo- 
rious body  ?    O  fools  that  we  are,  and  flow  of  heart  to 
believe,  how  does  he  raife  the  beautiful  lilies  out  of  the 
dung  ?    Solomon,  in  all  his  glory,  is  not  comparable  to 
one  of  thefe;  and  all  the  world  cannot  make  one  of  them 
to  rife,  without  his  powerful  providence.     Thefe  mira- 
cles of  providence  are  common  every  day  in  your  view, 
and  fo  we  think  nothing  of  them  ;  but  we  might  fee  the 
power  of  Ghrift  in  them.     If  you  wonder  how  it  was 
poffible  for  Chrift  to  turn  the  water  into  wine,  or  mul- 
tiply a  few  loaves,  and  a  few  filhes,  fo  as  to  feed  fo  many 
thoufands  ;  we  needed  not  wonder  fo  much^  if  we  but 
thought  how  his  providence  is  doing  that  every  year : 
the  water  falls  from  the  clouds,  and  the  vine,   by  his 
order,  turns  it  unto  wine ;  and  by  the  fpan  of  fuch  fifhes, 
and  the  grain  of  fuch  loaves,  he  is  feeding  millions 
every  day.     Wo  is  us,  that  we   cannot  think  of  him, 
and  his  works  as  we  ought  f — Above  all,  what  think  ye 
of  his  works  of  grace,  and  redeeming  love?  All  his  other 
works   are  as  the  drop  of  a  bucket,  in  comparifon  of 
this  ocean  ;    for  herein  we  may  fee  him  appear  in  his 
own,  and  his  Father^s  pomp  and  fplendor,  raanifefting  all 
the  glorious  perfeftions  of  God ;  even  his  infinite  power, 
and  wifdom,  holinefs,  juflice,   mercy,  truth,  faithful- 
nefs,  and  all  God's  attributes-     I  might  here  mention 
his  works  of  grace  for  us,  and  his  works  of  grace  in  us; 
but  it  were  endlefs  to  fpeak  of  the  thoufandth  part. — 
His  work  of  grace  for  us,  lies  in  his  bringing  in  ever- 
lafting  righteoufilefs  ;  efpecially  if  we  fpeak  of  his  good 
works:  furely  it  is  a  good  work,  that  can  fulfil  the  holy 
precepts   of  that  good  law  which  we  have  broken,  and 
can   anfwey  the  righteous  threatening  of  the  juft  law, 
which  we  have  incurred.     Well,  here  is  the  doing  and 
dying  of  the  Son  of  God,    for  both  thefe   ends,  that 
divine  holinefs  may  be  vindicated,  and  juflice  fatisfied, 
in  the  way  and  manner  of  our  falvation  through  htm. 
The  law  of  God  is  a  perfeft  law,  and  exceeding  broad; 
but  hefe  is  a  righteoufnefs  as  broad  as  it  can  be,  fo  as 
to  magnify  the  law  and  make  it  honourable.     O!  what 
th\n\s.  ye  of  that  good  vjotVI — ^\^  njot^  ^^  'gt'^^^  va.us 
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U  alfo  much  to  be  thought  of;  and  that  lies  mamly,  I  ' 
think,  in  imputing  his  perfeft  righteoufnefs  to  U3  for  our 
j unification,  (which  is  indeed  properly  an  a6l  of  grace 
upon  US,  Rom.  iii.  22.)  and  implanting  another  righte- 
oufnefs befide  it  for  our  fanfl:ifiv:alion,  which  he  carries 
on  to  perfection.  This  internal  work  of  grace  may  bj 
begun  with  fighs  and  groans,  advanced  in  battle?  and 
conflifits  ;  but  it  will  be  completed  in  viilory  and  glory. 
V/ell,  then,  in  this  fu')rt  glance  of  his  works,  what 
tliink  ye  of  them  !  May  ye  not  fay,  as  Pfalm  cxi.  3. 
*'  His  work  is  honourable  and  glori.)us,  and  his  righte- 
oufnefs eadures  for  ever  ?"  And  when  you  notice  his 
works,  what  think  you  of  himi'elf  ? 

7.  What  think  ye  of  his  gofpel,  and  the  terhis  of  it? 
That  gofpel,  which  we  preach  in  his  name,  whereiii 
his  righteoufnefs  is  revealed  from  faith  to  faith  ?  If  you 
think  highly  of  him,  you  will  thi/ik  highly  of  it,  as  the 
bed  news,  and  moll  glad  tidings  that  ever  you  heard; 
''  How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are  the  feet  of  thofe 
that  preach  the  gofpel  of  peace,  that  bring  glad  tidings 
of  good  things,  t^iat  publifh  falvation!''  Ifa.  Iv.  7.  Rom. 
X.  I  J.  Some  are  ready  to  think  the  gofpel  of  grace,  and 
falvation  through  Ghrift,  is  too  good  news  to  be  true  with 
refpedl  to  them,  as  if  it  were  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  God 
will  beftow  fo  great  falvation  fo  freely  upon  fo  great 
fmners;  not  confide  ring,  that  God  in  the  gofpel  aims  not 
at  our  glory  chiefly,  but  at  the  declaration  of  his  own 
glory,  and  the  magnifying  of  his  own  free  grace ;  and 
that  therefore  we  ought  to  take  freely  what  he  gives 
freely.  It  is  a  manifellation  of  free  grace,  ftivereigii 
grace,  which  is  neither  hindered  by  our  evil,  nor  fur- 
thered by  our  good,  Rom.  iii.  24.;  and  regards  neitlier 
our  worthinefs  to.  deferve  it,  nor  our  unworthinefs  to 
impede  it,  Rom.  ix.  15.  Heiice  Luther  alledged,  that 
>  mens  minds  were  fo  occupied  with  fantailical  imagi- 
'  nations  of  their  own  works,  that  the  glad  tidings  of  the 
*  gofpel  will  feem  llrange  matters  to  ihem.'  Men  will 
be  aftonifhed  at  the  gfeatnefs  of  his  grace,  as  it  is, 
Jer.xxxiii.9.  Many  thii;ikof  the  gofpel,  as  if  it  were  a  new 
law,  wherein  God  Hands  upon  fame  eafier  terms  with  uj5 
Jthan  in  the  covenant  of  works-,  iVvu^  c,0Tvlsi^^^^'^^^'?>^'^"^^ 
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and  gofpel,  and  making  a  hotch-potch  of  both.  Indeed, 
if  we  fpeak  of  law-terms,  upon  which  our  falvation 
Hands,  they  are  no  eafier  than  ever  they  were  :  a  perfeft 
righteoufnefs  is  the  only  condition  of  falvation  ;  and  we 
net  having  that  in  ourfelves,  the  gofpel  offers  it  in  Chrift, 
and  there  is  the  ground  of  our  eternal  falvation  :  but  if 
we  fpeak  of  the  gofpel-terms,  we  need  not  fay,  you  muft 
come  up  to  them;  but  rather,  *'  Come  down,  Zaccheus; 
for  this  day  is  falvation  come  to  thy  houfe  */'  Salvation 
is  come  to  you,  and  offered  freely  to  you,  without  money 
and  without  price;  come  down  and  take  it.  And  indeed 
faith,  which  belongs  to  the  order  and  method  of  CJod's 
■applying  the  gofpel^  is  a  coming  down  from  all  our 
legal  hopes  of  falvation  for  fomething  to  be  done  by  us, 
in  order  to  Our  being  obliged  to  another,  even  to  Chrift 
for  all,  Ifa.lv.  1,2.  Rev.  xxii.  17.  Gome  down  from 
^  the  fycomorc-tree  of  your  vain  hopes,  and  get  all  freely: 
that  is  the  gofpel.  What  think  ye  of  it?  This  is  indeed 
a  hard  faying  to  proud  flefl^  and  blood,  which  thinks 
rather  they  fliould  go  up,  and  do  more  for  their  juftifi- 
cation  and  falvation,  than  come  down,  and  be  obliged 
to  another  to  pay  all  their  law-debt  completely.  He  will 
do  all  for  you,  or  nothing :  and,  O  man,  what  thmk  ye 
of  him  and  his  gofpel  ?     But  then, 

8.  What  think  ye  of  his  fervice,  and  his  wages? 
Vv'hen  a  man  is  once  brought  in  to  the  gofpel-terms, 
and  underftands  them,  then,'  and  not  till  then,  does  he 
come  up  to  the  gofpel-rule ;  for,  "  Faith  works  by  love;'^ 
and,  ''  Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law,**^  as  a  rule,  from 
thankfulnefs  to  liim  that  hath  delivered  from  the  law  as 
a  covpnant.  If  you  think  his  fervice  hard  and  uneafy, 
it  feems  you  arc  not  thinking  much  of  Chrift,  but  rather 
of  the  law,  which  is  a  heavy  yoke,  that  neither  we  nor 
our  fathers  were  able  to  bear:  but  Chrift's  yoke  is  eafy, 
and  his  burden  is  light.  Mat.  xi.  29,  30.  becaufe  in  this 
fervice  the  man  hath  no  law-debt  to  pay,  for  Chrift  hath 
done  that  to  his  hand,  but  only  a  love-debt ;  "  If  you 
love  me,  keep  my  commandments  :"  and  thus,  *'  His 
commandments  arc  not  grievous."  Here  grace  is  all  and 
aJl^  both  of  the  fervice  and  wages.  Grace  fays,  '  Up 
^  and  be  doing,  man,  m  my  \\.vct^^j)s\  \  W  \^\^  'gc^-^tfell 
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*  work  is  done  to  your  hand ;    and  now  my  grace  Ihall 

*  be  fufficient  for  thee/     Grace  fays  alfo,   '  Behold  a 

*  crown  of  glory,  a  reward  of  grace  awaiting  you>, after 
^  you  have  fought  the  good  fight  of  faith  ;  therefore  have 

*  an  eye  to  this  recompence  of  reward."'  Death  is  the 
proper  wages  of  fm,  and  it  is  a  juft  debt ;  but  grace's 
wages  is  free;  '^  The  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life,  through 
Jefus  Ghrift  our  Lord:"  that  is,  there  is  here  nopromiie 
of  life  upon  our  doing,  but  a  promife  of  gi-ace  to  do,  and 
of  glory  to  crown  our  doing,  and  of  both  grace  and  glory 
as  the  reward  of  Ghrifl's  doing  all; 'and  therefore,  what 
think  ye  of  hira  and  his  fervice  ? 

9.  What  think  ye  of  his  livery  ?  If  you  would  anfwer  - 
this  queftion.  What  think  ye  of  Cbrift?  I  would  alk^ 
What  wear  ye  of  Ghrift,^  The  rahncTit  of  his  righteouf- 
uefs,  and  the  garment  of  his  grace,  lo  as  to  be  all  glo- 
rious within  and  without,  like  the  king's  daughter,  will 
be  precious  to  you.  If  you  be  clothed  with  the  fcarlet 
robe  of  his  blood  and  righteoufnefs,  by  which  you  are 
perfetlly  righteous  before  God,  then,  to  be  fure,  you 
will  think  it  very  indecent  for  you  to  be  clothed  with 
iiafty  apparel  before  men.  If  a  poor  maid  be  married 
to  a  rich  king,  and  yet  go  abroad  like  a  beggar  in  filthy 
rags,  would  not  every  body  cry.  It  is  a  fhame  for  her, 
that,  having  fuch  a  hulband,  ihe  fliould  difcredit  him 
and  herfelf  ?  If  you  be  married  to  Chrift,  and  think 
much  of  your  hufband  and  his  righteoufnefs,  furely  you 
will  think  it  becoming  to  wear  his  livery,  and  not  go 
abroad  with  unclean  mouths  and  filthy  hands,  like  the 
reft  of  the  world,  to  the  diflionour  of  your  Lord. 

lO.  What  think  ye  of  his  love,  and  the  reafons  of  it? 
Who  can  underlland  the  height,  and  breadtl>,  and 
depth,  and  length  of  hjis  love  J  It  is  without  all  dimen- 
fion.  And  why  does  he  love  any  of  the  loft  pofterity  of 
Adam  ?  He  tells  us  the  reafon,  Deut.  vii.  7,  8.  He  loved 
you,  becaufe  he  loved  you.  Do  you  think  he  hives  you 
for  your  beauty,  O  black  and  ugly  finner  !  Nay,  he 
profers  his  love  and  kindnefs  upon  you  in  the  gofpel 
freely,  not  for  your  own  beauty^s  iake,  but  for  his  own 
name's  fake  :  and  his  grace,  love,  and  good-v/ill,  as 
revealed  m  the  gofp^ly  is  to  be  beW^N^^  VvOcs.  ^^^v^'^^v- 
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on  to  yourfelf,  for  no  other  reafon  but  becaufe  it  is  his 
will  and  pleafure.  His  l>ve  muft  make  you  beautiful, 
but  cannot  find  you  fo.  And  if  you  cannot  believe  his 
grace  and  good-will  to  you,  becaufe  you  have  no  beau- 
ty, you  are  but  rejefting  the  reafon  of  his  lovQ,  defpif- 
ing  the  freedom  of  his  grace,  and  Handing  upon  the 
terms  of  the  old  covenant  of  works,  flighting  the  grace 
of  the  new  covenant.  This  is  fuch  a  difeafe  to  mankind, 
that  even  believers  in  Chriil,  when  they  are  helped  to 
perform  duty,  with  any  lively  frame,  they  are  ready  to 
fay,  with  Leah,  Jacob's  wife,  when  llie  brought  forth 
feveral  children  to  him,  "  Now  my  hufband  will  love  me, 
becaufe  of  my  fruitfulnefs  :"  io  fays  the  believer,  when 
he  is  helped  to  bring  f  )rth  fruit  unto  God,  and  finds  his 
fpirit  revived  in  duty,  his  foul  ftrengthened,  his  heart 
enlarged,  and  a  great  deal  of  comfort  there;   '  O  now, 

*  fays  he,  my  Hulband  will  love,  me,  becaufe  of  my 

*  fruitfulnefs.'  But  what  comes  of  it?  The  perfon  hav- 
ing fuch  a  legal  fet,  the  Lord,  to  correal  it,  takes  away 
all  fruitfulnefs  out  of  his  view,  in  a  manner,  and  leaves 
him  barren ;  *  O,  fays  the  believer,  then,  where  is  my 

*  former  fweet  hearing,  and  fvveet  praying  and  praifmg, 

*  and  fweet  meditation  ?'  Why,  the  Lord  has  cut  off 
thefe,  that  lie  may  cut  off  your  legal  pride  of  being  lov- 
ed for  your  beauty  and  fruitfulnefs,  and  that  you  may 
return  to  your  firll  Hufband,  for  then  it  was  better  widi 
you  than  now.  You  muft  begin,  believef,  where  you 
began  at  firft,  and  think  of  his  loving  you  merely  be- 
caufe he  loves  you.  They  that  build  their  conjugal 
comf)rt  only,  or  mainly,  upon  their  righteoufnefs  of 
l\inclification,  and  fo  fecretly  incline  to  follow  after  the 
Jaw,  will  find  their  fouls  very  unfettled,  even  up  and 
down  with  their  changeable  frame.     But  again, 

II.  I  may  aflc.  What  think  ye  of  his  lovelinefs  ?  O! 
is  he  white  and  ruddy  in  your  view  :  O  !  fee  how  the 
fpoufe  defcribes  him,  Song  v.  lo.  and  downward,  in  the 
beauty  of  his  head,  his  locks,  his  eyes,  and  all  and 
every  part  of  him  ;  his  belly,  or  bowels  of  mercy:  His 
mouth  is  mof^fivedt^  fays  file.'  O  the  words,  the  fmiles, 
the  kiifes  of  his  mouth,  his  kindly  embraces  !  I  have 
re^d  of  oije  Agatho,  that  \va^  a  mau  S^  Vvol^^  ^b.at  with 
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a  kifs  he  cured  one  of  bis  leprofy;  whether  that  be 
true  or  falfe,  yet  what  I  intend  b/  telling  it,  is  true, 
that  fuch  is  the  virtue  of  Chrift,  that  a  kifs  of  his  month, 
a  fmile  of- his  countenance,  will  cure  the  foul  of  fpiritual 
leprofy ;  yea,  a  word  of  his  mouth  will  do  it :  ^*  Now 
are  you  clean  through  the  word  that  J  have  fpoken," 
John  XV.  3.     Again, 

12..  What  think  ye  of  his  favour  and  his  hleffing  ? 
Surely  if  you  eileem  him  duly,  you  will  think  his  favour 
is  life,  and  his  loving  kindneli  better  than  life;  and  that 
his  bleffing  only  makes  rich.  Efpecially,  what  think  ye 
of  his  bleflings  and  benefits,  that  cannot  be  enjoyed  by 
feeling,  but  by  faith  ;  nor  by  the  fight  of  fenfe,  but  by  the 
fight  of  faith  ?  tVe  v)alkbyfaitbj  and  not  by  fight  ^  fays  the 
apoftle.  But  it  is  the  fault  even  of  believers,  that  they 
can  hardjy  believe  they  have  any  more  than  tliey  feel : 
and  hence,  when  they  are  in  darknefs  of  -defertion, 
they  think  th,ey  have  nothing;  they  have  loft  his  favour, 
becaufe  they  do  not  feel  it;  they  have  loft  his  rightcouf- 
nefs,  becaufe  they  do  not  feel  it :  but  remember,  that 
when  Afaph  faid,  ''  Hath  the  Lord  forgotten  to  be  gra- 
cious ?  Hath  he  in  anger  ftiut  up  his  tender  mercies  i'* 
he  added.  This  was  my  tnjirmity.  You  know,  in  a 
houfe  where  it  is  dark,  all  things  are  there  that  were 
before,  though  you  fee  them  not ;  fo  it  is  with  ycju,  be- 
liever, though  you  be  in  darknefs,  all  things  are  as  they 
were  before :  do  you  think  all  is  gone,  becaufe  you  can- 
not fee  it  ?  Well,  you  never  walk  by  faith,  but  by  feel- 
ipg ;  nay,  *'  He  that  walks  in  darknefs,  and  hath  no  light, 
let  him  truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  ftay  himfelf 
upon  his  God,"  The  name  of  the  Lord  is  to  the  fore  ; 
liis  God  is  to  the  fore ;  the  obje£t  of  his  faith  is  to  the 
fore,  as  much  as  ever  ;  and.  The  juft  Jhall  live  by  faltb. 
Will  you  not  believe  the  fun  is  in  the  firmament  where 
it  was,  becaufe  a  cloud  hath  come  and  intercepted  the 
light  of  its  b^ams  I  '  Why,  fays  one,  but  ray  mifery  is, 

*  when  I  am  in  the  dark  night,  I  fear  it  was  all  but  de- 

*  lufion  that  ever  I  met  v/ith,  and  that  there  was  nothing 

*  real  or  faving  in  it/    This  is  a  common  thought  among 
ferious  fouls;  but  all  that  I  fliall  fay  to  it,  is  by  enlarging 

A  a  4       '  tVv^ 
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the  fimilitude  ;  afl<:  a  man  when  it  is  dark  night,  how 
do  you  kna^v  that  ever  you  faw  the  natural  fun?  It  may 
be  you  was  but  dreaming,  and  deluding  yourfelf ;  it 
was  nothing  but  a  llrong  imagination.  Why,  fays  the 
man,  I  am  fure  I  faw  it,  becaufe  my  eyes  were  dazzled 
with  the  light  of  it,  and  I  was  warmed  with  the  heat  of 
it,  and  I  faw  to  work  by  it ;  and  by  the  light  of  it  I  faw 
every  thing  about  me.  So  may  you  fay,  believer;  when 
a  dark  night  of  defertion  or  temptation  comes  on,  the 
tempter  fuggells,  It  may  be  all  but  a  delufion.  Why, 
mau,  were  not  your  eyes  enlightened  ?  Was  not  your 
heart  v/armed  ?  Did  you  not  fee  to  work,  and  went  on 
in  your  work  joyfully,  tlie  joy  of  the  Lord  being  your 
ilrength  ^.  And  did  you  not  fee  every  thing  about  you  ? 
You  faw  God  in  his  glory;  you  faw  fin  in  its  vilenefs; 
you  faw  holinefs  in  its  beauty;  you  faW  the  world  in  its 
vanity  ;  you  faw  the  creature  in  its  emptinefs  ;  Chtift 
in  his  fulnefs  ;  you  faw  yourfelf  in  your  lothfonlnefs  : 
but  now,  when  tTie  light  is  withdrawn.  What  think  ye 
vfChrift  ?  Is  there  no  fun,  becaufe  it  is  fet  to  your  view? 
Do  you  think  it  never  faone  upon  you,  becaufe  it  is  not 
now  lliining  ?  What  think  ye  of  an  abfent  Chrill  ?  Do 
}ou  think  notliing  of  him  becaufe  he  is  abfent  ?  Surely, 
believer,  that  is  not  thought  like  a  believer  :  fenfe  is 
many  times  denied  you,  tjiat  you  may  learn  to  believe 
more  than  you  do. 

'  But,  fay  you,  when  he  is  not  prefent  with  me,  I 
*  cannot  believe.'  I  ihall  tell  you  my  mind  here. 
There  is  a  powerful  prefe nee  necefl'ary  to  believing:  but 
tliere  is  a  fenfible  prefence  that  is  not  neceflary  to  it, 
but  rather  ufually  comes  upon  the  back  of  faith.  Now, 
that  powerful  prefence  of  Ood,  that  is  neceffary  to  be- 
lieving, does  open  up  the  object  of  feith,  namely,  Chrift's 
riglitcuufnefs,  Gc;d's  promife,  the  truth  of  God,  the 
'blood  of  Chrill ;  power  is  fometimes  infenfibly  exerted, 
not  by  an  outward  open  violence  upon  the  man,  but  by 
an  inward,  fecret,  and  fvveet  inchantmeilt,  as  it  were  : 
ere  he  is  aware,  and  before  ever  he  knows  that  it  is 
divine  power  that  is  doing  the  work,  he  finds  the  objedl 
of  faith,  that  he  is  thinking  upon,  making  room  for  itfelf 
in  Jiis  hearty  t^nd  drawing  o\x\  V\^fc>A^  ^^'ix^^^^e^  in- 
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fenfibly  to  it :  and  thereupon  comes  in  fcnfible  prefenC 
upon  the  back  of  that ;  Ajttr  ye  'believed^  ye  werefealedj 
Eph.  i.  13.  Now,  if  you  fay,  you  cannot  believe  with- 
out his  powerful  prefence,  that  is  true ;  divine  power 
muft  be  exerted  to  every  act  of  faith,  but  then  this 
power  does  ordinarily  put  forth  itfelf  infenfibly  and  un- 
awares, while  we  are  thinking  on,  or  viewing  the  ob- 
jedl  of  faith;  IFbiie  I 'was  mtf/ing,  the  fire  burned^  Pfal. 
xxxix.  3.  The  Spirit  of  Gcd  clears  the  object  of  faith, 
that  being  viewed  and  applied,  the  heart  is  fet  on  fire 
with  it;  there  is  his  powerful  prefence  ufliering  in  the 
fenfible  prefence.  But  if  you  lay.  You  cannot  believe 
till  you  have  his  fenfible  prefence  ;  that  is  to  make  fcnfe 
the  foundation  of  your  faith,  and  not  the  word  of  God, 
or  the  Chrift  of  God  :  therefore,  in  order  to  believe, 
let  not  your  queftion  be  firft.  What  find  you  in  your- 
felf?  but  rather.  What  think  ye  of  Chrift?  You  will  find 
none  of  the  fweet  eflefts  of  faith,  till  you  think  on  Chrift 
the  objefl  of  it.     Again, 

13.  What  think  ye  of  his  invifible  glories?  Faith  is 
the  evidence  of  things  not  feen.  Faith  fees  not  the  things 
that  are  feen  and  felt:  fenfible  enjoyments,  for  example, 
are  not  the  objefit  of  faith,  but  fenfe:  but  faith  fees  the 
things  that  can  neither  be  feen  nor  felt;  it  believes  con- 
trary to  fenfe  ;  yea,  things  irapoffible  to  nature,  and  in- 
credible to  carnal  reafon,  confidering  only  the  power  of 
God,  that  fpeaks  in  the  word,  as  you  fee  in  the  faith  of 
Abraham.  The  greateft  glory  of  Chrift  is  invifible  and 
incredible  to  nature ;  therefore  we  do  not  think  much  of 
him,  if  our  faith  does  not  terminate  on  things  not  feen. 

/Again, 

14.  What  think  ye  of  his  tal)ernacles  and  ordinances? 
Surely,  if  you  think  much  of  Chrift,  his  tabernaclee 
will  be  amiable  to  you.  The  flighter  of  his  ordinances, 
is  a  flighter  of  Chrift;  a  flighter  of  prayer,  is  a'flightei^ 
of  Chrift  ;  a  flighter  of  the  word,  is  a  flighter  of  Chrift  : 
He  that  defpifes  you^  defpifes  ine ;  and  he  thai  defpifes  me^ 
defpifes  him  that  fen t  me.     Again, 

15.  What  think  ye  of  his  caufe  and  intereft,  fuch  as 
the  much  forgotten  Reformation-work  in  Scotland, 
which  our  forefathers  eftabliihtd  \^  ivki\aSv  ^^Via*^^ 
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Covenants  ?  If,  the  more  it  is  forgotten  among  minifters 
and  people,  the  more  nearly  it  lies  to  your  heart,  and 
tlie  more  you  long  for  its  reviving,  it  were  an  evidence 
you  think  fomething  of  Chrift,  when  others  think  little 
of  him.  But,  alas!  How  little  is  this  thought  of  in  the 
age  we  live  in  1  If  the  generation  thought  more  of  Chriil, 
there  would  be  more  zeal  for  his  intereft,  honour,  and 
public  Reformation- work.  And,  perhaps,  the  conta- 
lions  df  our  day,  the  heavy  bondage  we  are  complain- 
ing of  through  the  land,  will  never  ceafe  to  grow  to  a 
height  of  terrible  wrath,  till  we  be  brought  to  a  fenfe 
of  our  defedlion,  and  a  humble  confeflion.  and  reforma- 
tion.    Further, 

16/  What  think  ye  of  his  crofs  and  crovvTi?  Is  his  crofs 
your  crown?  Surely  they  think  much  of  Chrift,  that  can 
lay  with  Paul,  God  forbid  that  I  Jbould  glory^  fave  in  the 
crofs  of  our  Lord  J efiis  Chrift,  Mofes  thought  his  crofs 
better  than  a  crown,  efteeming  the  reproach  of  Chrift 
greater  riches  than  all  the  treafures  of  Egypt.  They  that 
think  much  of  Chrift,  muft  refolve  upon  it,  that  the  world 
will  not  think  much  of  them,  but  that  they  will  be  crolTed, 
reproached,  and  nicknamed;  but  if  Chrift  was  nicknamed 
for  us,  and  endured  the  contraditlicn  of  fmners  againft 
himfelf,  we  may  well  bear  a  reproach  for  him,  efpecially 
when  he  hath  laid,  ''  If  ye  be  reproached  for  the  nante 
of  Chrift,  happy  are  ye;  for  the  Spirit  of  glory  and  of 
God  refteth  on  you:  on  their  part  he  is  evil  fpoken  cf, 
but  on  your  part  he  is  glorified;"  his  crofs  makes  way 
for  his  crown,  and  in  the  mean  time,  his  fweetnefs  fwal- 
lows  up  all  the  bitternefs  thereof. 

17.  What  think  ye  of  his  friends?  If  you  think  highly 
of  him,  furely  his  friends  and  followers  will  be  efteemed 
as  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth,  in  whom  is  all  your 
delight;  and  confequently  his  foes  will  be  difefteemed  by 
you;  and  therefore, 

18.  What  think  ye  of  his  enemies?  Tho'they  were 
appearing  in  never  fo  much  worldly  pomp,  you  will 
think  very  little  of  them,  if  you  know  them  to  be  his 
enemies:  "  O  my  foul,  come  not  thou  into  their  fecret; 
to  their  affembly,  mine  honour,  be  not  thou  united." — 
What  think  ye  of  \i\%  enemk^  >N\\iv\x^  v^\ii    When  you 
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find  tliefe  like  thorns  in  the  flefli,  like  fplinters  run  into 
the  flefh,  does  it  not  make  you,  with  Paul,  to  befeech  the 
Lord  thrice;  yea,  to  pray  thrice,  and  thrice,  and  a  hun- 
dred times  thrice,  with  lighs  and  groans,  to  be  freed 
from  them? — What  think  ye  of  his  enemies  about  you? 
I  mean,  the  world,  and  the  lufts  thereof;  the  lulls  of  the 
flelh,  the  lufts  of  the  eye,  and  the  pride  of  life.  I  have 
read  a  pretty  ftory,  which  I  reckon  ufeful  no  ether  way 
than  for  the  moral  of  it;  how  an  angel  andean  hermit 
fliould  have  been  travelling  together;  when  firft  they 
went  by  a  dead  carcafe,  the  hermit  ftopt  his  nofe,  and 
the  angel  fmiled ;  and,  after  that,  they  went  by  a  wan- 
ton ftrumpet  proudly  dreffed,  at  which  the  hermit  fmil- 
ed, and  the  angel  ftopt  his  nofe.  The  moral  ftiews  us^ 
that  in  the  fight  of  God  and  angels,  no  carrion  is  fo 
noifome  as  pride  is.  But  the  more  highly  that  any  think 
of  Chrift,  furely,  the  more  humble  they  are;  and  pride 
will  accordingly  be  hid  from  their  eyes.     Again, 

19.  What  think  ye  of  the  world's  thoughts  of  Chrift  ? 
If  you  think  highly  of  him  ycurfelf,  you  will  be  mightily 
furprized,  and  look  upon  it  as  a  great  wonder  why  the 
world  think  fo  little  of  him.  O  ftrange  !  that  all  the 
world  are  Jiot  taken  up  with  him  ! 

20.  What  think  ye  of  your  own  thoughts  of  him  ? 
Surely,  if  you  think  duly  of  him,  you  will  think  you 
have  but  very  poor,  mean,  low,  contemptible,  and  un- 
worthy thoughts  of  him;  you  will  think  that  you  cannot 
think  enough  of  him;  who  is  fairer  than  the  fons  of  men; 
the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth;  altogether  lovely. — 
Thefe  are  fome  probationary  queftivons,  by  which  you 
may  take  your  own  hearts  to  taflc  before  the  Lord. 

But  I  cannot  ftand  to  enlarge  on  thefe  things  ;  and  I 
rauft  own,  the  thoufandth  part  is  not  faid,  that  might  be 
fpoken  from  this  text;  for,  as  the  whole  fcripture  does 
teftify  of  Chrift,  either  direftly  or  indireftly;  fo  I  might 
go  through  all  the  fcriptures,  and  alk  what  ye  think  of 
Chrift,  in  a  fuitablenefs  to  what  is  fiiid  of  him^  in  this  or 
that  place  of  fcripture. 

Fourthly^  This  doflrine  mights  again  be  applied  by 
waj  of  lameiatatioii  over  all  CbtiL&.-d^?p\fet^^  ^\va  €>:5snk«. 
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ftand  upon  a  kgal  bottom,  trufting  in  themfelves,  and 
their  own  righteoufnefs ;  or  who  flight  Chrift  and  his  or- 
dinances, not  loving  the  place  where  his  honour  dwells; 
who  delay  and  poftpone  their  clofing  with  him,  giving 
away  the  prime  and  virginity  of  their  afifeftions  to  the 
world,  prolHtuting  their  precious  fouls  to  their  lulls  and 
the  ignoble  things  of  time  ;  who  fit  down  fatisfied  and 
content  without  Chrift,  never  mifs  him,  nor  feel  a  want 
of  him,  nor  feek  after  union  and  communion  with  him. 
Qh !  whence  is  it  that  you  defpife  Chrift  at  this  rate ! 
Alas  !  it  is  through  ignorance  and  unbelief,  that  you 
fee  no  form  nor  comelinefs  in  Chrift^  why  he  fliould  be  de- 
fired;  and  the  god  of  this  world  hath  blinded  your  minds 
who  believe  not,  left  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of 
Qirlft,  who  is  the  image  of  God,  fliould  ftiine  into  them. 
Do  you  confider  what  a  miferable  cafe  you  are  in,  while 
you  defpife  and  think  fo  little  of  Chrift  ? — You  are  in 
imminent  danger  of  temporal  judgments ;  for  God,  in 
his  holy  providence,  may  refent  the  injuries  done  to  his 
Son;  he  may  leave  your  houfe  defolate. — You  are  expof- 
ed  to  fpiritual  judgments,  fuch  as  that,  Ifa.  vi.  10.  of 
having  your  heart  made  fat,  your  ears  heavy,  and  your 
eyes  fliut ;  and  to  eternal  wrath,  even  everlafting  de- 
ftruftion  from  his  prcfcnce;  ''  Jie  that  believes  not,  fliall 
be  damned."     Now, 

Fifthly^  Let  me  offer  a  word  of  exhortation.  O  Sirs, 
feek  that  the  Spirit  of  v/ifdom  and  revelation  in  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift  may  be  fent,  that,  beholding  his 
glory,  your  thoughts  concerning  Chrift  may  be  chang- 
ed; and  you  may  be  brought  to  efteem  him,  and  to  go 
home  with  the  Rofe  of  Sharon  in  your  bofom;  Chrift  in 
your  heart.  O  finner,  will  you  tell  me,  do  you  think  it 
worth  your  while  to  take  Chrift,  and  embrace  him  be- 
fore you  go?  If  you  fay  you  cannot  believe,  youcannot 
repent,  you  cannot  mourn  for  fm,  you  cannot  pray, 
you  cannot  obey  ;  and  fo,  becaufe  you  have  no  grace, 
no  ftrength  to  do  any  thing,  you  are  difcouraged  :  I 
muft  tell  you,  finner,  when  you  conceive  religion  to  be 
fonie  great  difficulty  above  your  power,  and  thereupon 
•arc  di^ouraged  and  damped,. yQ>3L do  tiqX. \2av\:J^ ^^Owcxfi: 


•a.^ 
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as  you  ought,  but  of  yourfelf,  forfooth,  as  if  you  were 
the  fountain  from  whence  thefe  good  things  fhould  flow. 
The  law  may  and  does  difcourage  finners  ;  yea,  curfes 
every  Ghriftlefs  finner  unto  hell :  but  the  gofpel  offers 
no  difcduragement  to-  finners,  but  all  encouragement. 
Perhaps  you  will  find  us  that  are  minifters,  fometimes 
going  off  from  our  moft  gofpel- texts  that  we  can  choofe; 
and  when  we  explain  faith,  we  will  tell  you  how  many 
things  it  includes  ;  fuch  as,  the  forfaking  of  all  fin, 
and  the  performing  lof  all  duty,  and  ftudying  univerfal 
holinefs  :  but  whatever  be  the  fruits  of  faith,  which  the 
Lord  makes  to  grow  out  of  it,  yet  faith  itfelf  is  a  great 
myftery ;  and  whatever  you  hear  us  fay,  that  leads  you 
off  from  this  queftion,  What  think  ye  of  Cbrift?  fufpeft 
it.  I  will  tell  you,  in  the  Lord's  name,  that  to  believe 
imports  no  more  than  to  take  Chrift  for  all ;  it  is  to 
think  you  have  nothing,  and  can  do  nothing ;  but  that 
he  hath  all,  and  can  do  all ;  and  therefore  you  will  take 
him  for  all. — You  think  you  cannot  believe  :  well  faid^ 
but,  IVbat  think  ye  of  Cbrift  ?  If  you  think  to  bring 
faith  out  of  your  own  bowels,  you  think  unworthily  of 
Chrift,  who  is  the  author  of  faith  ;  and  of  his  Father, 
who  is  the  giver  of  it. — You  think  you  cannot  repent : 
true;  but,  What  think  ye  of  Cbrift  ?  If  you  think  to 
bring  repentance  out  of  yourfelves,  you  think  unworthi-  . 
ly  of  him,  who  is  exalted  by  the  right-hand  of  Gfed,  to 
give  repentance. — You  think  you  cannot  do  this,  or  that 
duty  you  are  called  to  ;  but.  What  think  ye  of  Cbrift  ? 
If  you  fit  jioring  on  yourfelf,  and  your  own  abilities, 
never  a  good  turn  will  you  do  ;  nay,  you  tliink  un- 
worthily of  Chrift,  who  hath  faid,  Without  me  ye  can  d(^ 
nothings  but  by  me  ftrengthening  you,  ye  can  do  all 
things.  You  are  difcouraged,  becaufe  you  think  yoa 
have  not  this  thing  in  yourfelf,  or  that  thing  in  yourfelf: 
but  that  is  unbelief,  man  ;  for,  faith  lies  in  thinking. 
What  am  I  in  Chrift?  Ifa,  xlv.  24.  Surely  Jhall  one  fay  ^ 
(and  they  fliall  not  only  fay  it  with  their  mouth  verbally^ 
but  think  it  in  their  heart  believingly)  In  the  Lord  have 
I  righteoufnefs  andftrengtb.  And  becaufe,  by  the  mouth 
of  two  or  three  witneffes,  every  word  is  confi.rraed, 
there  are  three  in  the  LotdU  in  \3mlI  otv^  Ocv^^^x^n^^  -v^^ 
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**  Ifrael  fliall  be  faved  in  the  Lord^  with  an  everlafting 
falvation;  ver.  25.  In  the  Lord  fliall  all  the  feed  of 
Ifrael  be  juftified,  and  fliall  glory:"  and  in  this  24th 
verfe;  "  In  the  Lord^  have  I  righteoufnefs  and  flirength.'' 
And  if  you  be  once  brought  to  this  believing  thought, 
*'  In  the  Lord  have  I  righteoufnefs  ;  in  the  Lord  have  I 
ftrength;"  in  the  Lord  I  have  falvation  ;  in  the  Lord  I 
have  all ;  then  you  will  find  your  work  eafy,  and  all 
going  right. 

Now,  you  that  cannot  be  brought  to  think  much  of 
Chrifl,  O  pray  God,  if  perhaps  the  thoughts  of  your 
heart  may  be  forgiven  you!  and  whereas  you  think  no- 
thing  of  him  pow,  O  confider  what  you  w^ill  think  of 
him  in  a  day  <l)f  challenges,  when  confcience  awakens! 
in  a  day  of  defolation,  Ifa.  x.  in  the  day  of  death,  in 
the  day  of  judgment !  What  will  you  think  of  hira, 
when  you  fee  him  mounting  the  tribunal,  and  when 
pronouncing  the  fearful  fentence,  "  Depart  from  me  ye 
curfed?''  Surely  you  mufl:  have  dreadful  thoughts  of 
him  then,  if  you  cannot  be  brought  to  think  highly  of 
him  now;  now,  when  he  is  not  come  to  deflroy  mens 
lives,  but  to  fave.  Bat  you,  believer,  that  now  think 
highly  of  him,  whatever  great  thoughts  you  have  of 
Chrift  now,  yet  what  will  you  think  of  him  in  that  day, 
when  he  who  is  your  life  fliall  appear,  and  ye  Ihall  appear 
with  him  in  glory  ?  O  believer,  what  will  ye  think  of 
him,  when  he  pronounces  the  fentence  of  abfolution, 
"  Gome,  ye  blefled  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom 
prepared  for  you?"  O!  what  will  ye  think  of  his  palace, 
his  attendants,  his  throne,  crown,  and  glory? 

Sixthly^  I  would  offer  an  advice  to  you  that  think 
much  of  Chrift,  and  have  a  high  efteem  of  him. 

i/;.  That  you  would  evidence  your  hearty  efteem  of 
him;  and  that, 

I.  By  the  degrees  of  it;  fo  as  to  efteem  hira  above  all 
things  elfe,  above  all  your  relations  :  '*  He  that  loveth 
father  or  mother  more  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me," 
Mat.  X.  37.  Our  love  to  them  niuft  be  hatred,  when  it 
comes  to  compete  with  Chrift;  ''  If  any  man  come  after 
m^,  and  hate  not  fal1:itr  and  TClQ^.\v^x^l\^  \s  uot  worthy  of 
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me."  Above  all  worldly  advantages  ;  yea,  above  life  ? 
Rev.  xxi.  II.  "  They  loved  not  their  lives  to  the 
death;"  their  pangs  of  love  were  ftronger  than  the  pangs 
of  death, 

2.  By  the  effefts  of  it;  fuch  as, 

(i.)  Defire  of  converfe :  if  you  think  much  of  Ghrift, 
you  will  defire  his  company  in  all  ordinances ;  you  will 
feek  him  in  the  temple,  you  will  feek  him  in  the  clofet; 
in  every  ordinance,  public  or  private,  you  will  earneftly 
feek  and  defire  him. 

(2.)  Entertaining  no  rival  that  comes  in  competition 
with  him,  but  faying,  "  What  have- 1  to  do  any  more 
with  idols?"  giving  chearfuUy  up  with  all  other  lords 
and  lovers. 

(3.)  Sympathy;  grieving  at  thefe  things  that  are  griev- 
ous to  him. 

(4.)  Preferving  his  memory,  living  upon  him  :  like 
the  woman  that  drank  the  powder  of  her  dead  hufband's 
body,  mingled  with  her  daily  drink ;  fo  fliould  ye,  by 
faith,  daily  eat  the  flelh,  and  drink  the  blood  of  the  Son 
of  God. 

2^/jy,  A  fecond  advice  is,  that  you  would  do  all  that 
you  can,  to  make  others  think  as  much  of  him  as  you 
do;  and  that, 

1.  By  commending  him,  and  telling  others  of  his  beau- 
ty, that  they  may  admire  him.  See  the  prafilice  of  the 
fpoufe  for  this,  Song  v.;  and  what  influence  it  had  up- 
on the  daughters  of  Jerufalem  their  beginning  to  think 
much  of  him,  and  feek  after  him  alfo,  Song  vi.  i.  O 
then,  commend  him  to  your  families,  your  children,  and 
your  neighbours. 

2.  By  adorning  the  gofpql,  and  walking  worthy  of  him^ 
and  wearing  his  livery.  •  It  a  matter's  honour  and  credit 
to  have  a  good  fervant,  and  well  arrayed^  they  think 
much  of  the  matter  that  hath  fuch  a  fervant.  Aid  how 
does  it  proclaim  the  praifes  of  Chrift,  when  they  that 
profefs  him  are  eminent  for  piety,  i  Pet.  ii.  9^ 

3.  In  a  word.  Let  your  light  fo  flnne  before  meft^  ibat 
others^  feeing  your  good  works  ^  may  glorify  God^  and  think 
•much  of  Chrift.  O  kt  your  hearts  be  ftill  thinking  of 
him,  your  life  praifing,   and  ycxut  Vou^^  ^^^'^wv^  ^\ 
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him  !  Here  is  a  fountain  for  fpiritual  difcourfe :  if  you 
have  an  opportunity  of  converfing  with  any,  concerning 
the  great  folemnity  you  have  been  witneflfes  to  here ; 
or  if  any  alk  you,  Where  was  fuch  or  fuch  a  minifter's 
text  ?  here  js  a  fair  occafion  for  fpiritual  converfe  ;  for, 
you  cannot,  in  a  manner,  tell  them  this  text,  witliout 
afldng  them  a  queftion,  JFbaf  tbink  ye  of  Cbrift  ? 
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The  GRADUAL  CONQUEST ;  or,  Heaven  won  by 
little  and  little  *. 

Deut.  vii.  I. 

4nd  the  Lord  tby  God  w/7/  put  out  tbefe  nations  before 
tbeej  by  little  and  little. 


YOU  that  have  been  right  communicants  at  this 
occafion,  you  have  been  upon  the  field  of  battle, 
fighting  in  the  name  and  ftrength  of  the  Lord  againft 
your  fpiritual  enemies ;  what  vidkory  you  have  got,  I 
cannot  tell :  but  feme  may,  perhaps,  be  faying,  Oh  ! 
I  find  my  enemies  to  be  yet  ftrong  and  mighty;  "  Iniqui- 
ties prevail  againft  me;"  and,  I  fear,  I  never  get  to  the 
full  poffeffion  of  the  heavenly  Canaan,  there  are  fo  many 
and  ftrong  nations  of  enemies  in  the  way,  which  I  can- 
not get  conquered.  To  fuch  as  may  be  thus  exercifed, 
the  words  of  my  text  may  be  welcome  news.  The  Lord 
tby  Godwin  put  oHi  tbefe  nations  before  tbee^  by  little  and 
little.  We  have  here  God^s  promife  to  Ifrael  of  old, 
concerning  their  being  brought  to  the  poffeffion  of  the 
earthly  Canaan,  which  you  know  was  a  type  of  the 
heaVenly  Canaan ;  and,  left  they  Ihould  be  difcouraged 
by  the  difficulty  of  the  conqueft,  fo  many  enemies  being 
in  the  way,  he  animates  them  againft  the  greateft  dif- 
couragement.  i.  If  they  objjpfted  the  number  of  their 
enemies,  and  their  ftrength ;  he  anfwers  that  objedli- 
on,  ver.  17,  1 8.  He  had  deftroyed  greater  enemies 
than  thefe  for  them;  and  he  that  had  done  the  greater, 

*  This  fubjeft  was  dlfcu/Ted  in  two  ferm^ns,  preached  at  the  iacra- 
jncntal'  icHtmvnXy,  at  Carnock,  Jjjly  3d,  ^  727. 

Vol.  in.  -^  Bb  ^^^^^ 
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would  eafily  do  the  lefs;  he  that  began  the  work,  would 
finifti  it.  2.  If  the)^  objeded  the  wcakncfs  of  their  ov/n 
ftrength  and  forces;  he  anfwcrs  that  obje6lion,ver.  20,ti. 
Theh'  greatell  eacouragement  was,  that  they  had  God 
among  them,  a  mighty  God,  and  terrible  ;  and  if  God 
be  with  us,  if  God  be  for  us,  we  need  not  fear  the 
power  of  any  creature  againft  us.  3.  If  they  objected 
the  flow  progrefs  of  their  arms,  and  feared  that  the  Ca- 
naanitcs  would  never  be  fubdued,  if  they  were  not  ex- 
pelled at  the  firft;  to  this  it  is  anfwered  ia  the  words  of 
our  text,  The  Lord  tby  God  will  put  out  tbefe  nationSyby 
tittle  and  little.     Where  you  may  notice  two  things. 

i/>,  Ifrael's  enemies  defcribed;  they  are  called  nations j 
becaufe  of  their  multitude  and  pov/er. 

2  J/)S  Ifrael's  conqueft;  ne  Lord  tby  God  will  put  them 
cut  before  thee^  by  little  and  little.  Where  you  may  no- 
tice both  the  glorious  Conqueror,  and  the  manner  of  the 
conqueft. 

1.  The  Conqueror  is  God,  defcribed  by  his  fovereignty 
over  them,  the  Lord;  and  by  his  propriety  in  them,  thy 
God.     He  it  is  that  fights  their  battles. 

2.  The  manner  of  the  conqueft:  he  will  do  it,  i.  Ef- 
fectually; He  will  put  them  out.  2.  Remarkably; 
He  v/ill  put  them  out  before  thee.  3.  Gradually,  whidh 
is  the  fpecial  thing  here  noticed  in  the  manner  of  the 
c  :nqi.iell,  namely,  by  little  and  little.  The  fame  you 
read,  Exod.  xxiii.  29,  3a.  The  wilHom  of  God  is  to 
be  remarked  in  the  gradual  conqueft  of  his  people^s 
enemies ;  and  it  is  in  real  kindncfs  to  the  church,  that 
her  enemies  are  Tubdued  by  little  and  little. 

Now,  Ifrael,  being  typical  of  the  church ;  and  the 
Innd  of  Canaan  typical  of  heaven  ;  and  Ifrael's  conqueft 
over  tlie  nations,  their  enemies,  typical  of  the  fpiritual 
cor.queft  of  the  Lord's  people  over  their  fpiritual  enemies; 
and  the  manner  of  God's  dealing  with  them  for  the  moft 
pfirt,  t}^ical  of  tlie  way  cf  God's  dealing  with  his  peo- 
ple in  all  ages  :  therefore  I  would  deliver  to  you  the 
oofpel  of  this  text,  .and  open  it  in  this  one  do£lrinal  ob- 
fervation; 

Doci'.    That  CIS  the  true  Ifrael  of  God  have  nations  cf 

ener.iies  in  their  way  to  the  poffejjfion  of  the  heavenly 

^       '  Ccuciar.; 
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Canaan;  fo  the  Lord  their  God  hhj ill  conquer  tbcfe  na^ 
tlonsy  by  little  and  little. 

I  (hall  endeavour  to  open  and  confirm  this  doflrine  in 
the  following  method. 

I.  Enquire  who  are  the  true  Ifrael  of  God. 

II.  Speak  a  little  of  thjj  heavenly  C4anaan,  which  they 
will  be  brought  to  the  poffeffion  of. 

III.  Enquire  what  nations  of  enemies  they  have  in 
their  way. 

IV.  Speak  a  little  of  the  Conqueror,  the  Lord  their 
God. 

V.  The  manner  of  the  conqueft,  his  putting  tliem  out 
before  them,  by  little  and  little. 

VI.  The  reafons  of  this  gradual  conqueft. 

VII.  Make  application  of  the  whole,  in  feveral  ufes. 

And  in  all  ,thefe,  I  fhall  endeavour  as  much  brevity  as 
poffible.  Mean  time,  look  to  the  Lord,  that  he  would 
give  fome  word  with  power,  and  with  a  bleffing. 

I.  The  fir  ft  thing,  Who  are  the  true  Ifrael  -of  God,' 
to  whom  this  promife  is  made,  in  the  myftical  and  fpi- 
ritual  fenfe  of  it  ?  They  are  not  all  Ifrael  that  are  of 
Ifrael. 

I.  The  true  Ifrael  of  God,  whom  he  will  bring  to  the 
heavenly  Canaan,  are  a  people  whom  he  hath  fet  apart 
for  himfelf,  and  feparated  from  the  reft  of  the  world, 
as  Ifrael  was.  The  true  Ifrael  are  fet  apart,  not  only 
by  election,  from  eternity;  but  by  efieftual  calling,  in 
time.  As,  in  the  firft  creation,  God  feparated  the  light 
from  the  darknefs,  and  made  the  one  day^  and  the  other 
ni^bt;  fo,  in  efiefitual  calling,  he  feparates  the  elefh 
fr(,»m  others,  as  light  from  darknefs  ;  he  leaves  the  reft 
of  the  world  buried  in  their  own  obfcurity,  and  makes 
the  others  children  of.  light.  By  elTectual  calling,  they 
get  convincing  grace,  others  are  left  ftupid  and  feared ; 
they  get  enlightening  grace,  and  others  are  left  in  the 
dark-;  thej^  get  renewing  grace,  and  others  are  left  in 
their  enmity  ;  they  get  perfuading  and  enabling  grace 
to  believe,  others  are  left  in  theit  utfeeVx^^^  ^xA  ^^^c^^-ixic^ 
children  of  dUobedience  and  \inpeT?u^d^\>\exv^^'s>\  ^^'''^Vv*... 
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people  have  I  formed  for  myfelf,  they  fhall  fhew  forth 
my  praife.'^     Hence, 

2.  Thfe  true  Ifrael  of  God  are  a  people  whom  he  hath 
brought  out  of  Egypt,  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe,  as  Ifrael  was  in 
a  temporal;  and  that  with  a  high  hand,  and  outftretched 
arm.  He  hath  brought  them  out  of  the  Egypt  of  a  na- 
tural  ftate,  and  out  of  the  houfe  of  bondage;  from  their 
natural  bondage  to  fm  and  Satan,  their  bondage  to  the 
law,  as  a  covenant  of  works,  putting  them  to  the  hard 
tafk  and  intolerable  labour  of  doing  for  life;  a  talk  much 
worfe  than  tlie  Egyptian  bondage,  of  making  brick  with- 
out ftraw  :  he  hath  brought  them,  I  fay,  out  of  the. 
houfe  of  bondage  with  a  high  haaid;:  no  power  in  the 
world  being  able  to  loofe  their  bonds,  if  the  power  of  a 
God  had  not  been  put  forth  for  that  end:  They  are  a 
people  redeemed,  not  only  by  the  price  of  the  Mediator's 
blood,  but  alfo  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit:  by  his  power 
he  hath  begun  to  plague  their  enemies,  and  to  drown 
them  iti  the  Red-fea  of  his  blood;  for,  they  overcome  by 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb. 

3.  The  true  Ifrael  of  God  are  a  people  acquaint  with 
travelling  in  the  wildernefs,  from  Sinai  to  Zion,  as  Ifrael 
was  ;  I  mean,  from  the  law  to  the  gofpel ;  from  the 
covenant  of  works  to  the  covenant  of  grace.  As  Ifrael 
at  Sinai  was  amazed  at  the  fight  of  God  appearing  in 
his  terrible  majefty,  and  afterwards  were  brought  into 
covenant  with  him  ;  fo  the  true  Ifrael  of  God  are  a  peo- 
ple, that  have  been  humbled  with  the  views  of  God's 
holinefs  and  infinite  juftice,  in  the  command  and  threa- 
tening of  the  law  ;  and  been  made  to  flee  for  refuge  to 
the  hope  fet  before  them,  in  the  gofpel -covenant :  they 
have  come  from  Sinai  to  Zion;  to  Jefus  the  Mediator  of 
of  the  new  covenant,  and  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling. 

4.  The  true  Ifrael' of  God  are  a  people  acquaint  with 
the  conduft  of  the  pillar  of  cloud  and  of  fire,  as  Ifrael  was; 
I  mean,  tliey  have  gotten  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  to  be  their 
guide  in  the  v/ay  to  Canaan:  "  If  any  man  have  not  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift,  he  is  none  of  his;"  and  if  any  man  have 
the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  he  is  guided  tliereby,  and  led  into 
all  truth,  and  out  of  all  tlie  paths  of  damnable  error. 
Th^vQ  IS  a  leading  of  tlae  S^\t\\.\>7  ^.fecx^\.\s\Vvfible  hand. 
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and  by  the  means  of  the  word,  that  al]  tlie  Ifrael  of  God 
are  partakers  of ;  even  a  voice  behind  them,  faying. 
This  is  the  vsay^  and  that  is  not  the  way ;  and  all  his 
Iheep  know  his  voice. 

5.  The  true  Ifrael  of  God  are  a  people  fed  with  man- 
na from  heaven,  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe,  as  Ifrael  was  in  ano- 
ther  fenfe:  they  are  a  people  that  eat  the  hidden  manna; 
that  have  bread  to  eat  the  world  knows  not  of;  even  the 
bread  of  life  that  came  down  from  heaven:  they  live  by 
faith  on  the  Son  of  God ;  Chrift  is  the  Alpha  and  Omega 
of  their  life;  the  food  and  medicine  of  their  life ;  the  re- 
ftorer  and  preferver  of  their  life;  they  cannot  live  with- 
out him.  The  worldling  lives  upon  his  riches,  the  car- 
nal man  lives  upon  his  lulls,  hypocrites  live  upon  their 
profeflGion,  legalifts  live  upon  their  duties;  but  the  true 
Ifrael  of  God  live,  in  the  way  of  duty  upon  Chrift  him- 
fclf,  as  their  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fanftification,  and 
redemption.  If  I  have  any  wifdom,  Chrift  is  my  wifdom; 
if  any  righteoufnefs,  Chrift  is  my  righteoufnefs;  if  any 
holinefs,  Chrift  is  my  fandiification :  Chrift  is  my  All; 
my  lifcy  my  ftrength,  my  treafure,  my  hope,,  my  delive- 
rer, my  friend,  my  Saviour,  ray  complete  falvation. 

6.  The  true  Ifrael  of  God  are  a  people  acquaint  with 
wreftling  with  God  for  the  blefling,  as  Jacob  was,  who 
thereupon  obtained  the  name  of  Ifrael;  and  all  believers 
are  thereupon  called  th?  feed  of  Jacob,  that  lliall  not  feek 
his  face  in  vain.  They  are  a  people,  whofe  life  of  faith 
is  a£ted  much  upon  their  knees;  or  in  a  way  of  praying 
in  the  name  of  Chrift,  and  in  the  Spirit  of  Chrift; 
*'  Praying  in  the  Holy  Ghoft:  This  is  the  generation  of 
them  that  feek  thee;  that  feek  thy  face,  O  Jacob's  God.'* 
They  are  always  wanters,  and  that  makes  them  con* 
ftantly  feekers  and  beggars. 

11.  The  fecond  thing  was,  to  fpeak  a  Tittle  of  the  hea- 
venly Canaan,  that  they  will  be  brought  to  the  poffeC- 
fion  of.  I  would  hold  it  forth  in  thefe  four  particulars, 
namely,  in  its  types,  epithets,  parts,  and  properties. 

i/r,  In  its  types.  The  types  of  the  h<iavenly  Canaan 
were  many.     I  Ihall  name  a  few  of  them. 

J.  The  earthly  Canaan  was  a  ty^^  oi  x^*^  V^*^^^ 

B  b  S  ^^^ 
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and  celeftial  Canaan.  How  magnificently  does  the  Lord 
fpeak  of  Canaan?  It  is  called  a  goodly  land;  a  holy  land; 
a  land  flowing  with  railk  and  honey:  yet  this  land  was 
but  a  type  and  fliadaw  of  the  heavenly. 

2.  Paradife  was  a  type  of  this  heavenly  Canaan. 
Though  all  the  pleafant  orchards,  and  comely  things  in 
the  world  were  unite  in  one,  they  could  not  come  that 
length  as  to  compete  with  the  earthly  paradife  fox  plea- 
fure  and  comelinefs,  when  God  placed  our  firft  parents 
there  in  their  innocent  ftate  :  yet,  what  was  it  bat  a 
faint  refemblance  of  the  heavenly  paradife?  nothing  but 
a  fliadow  of  it. 

3.  The  Sabbath  was  a  type  of  this  heavenly,  happy, 
and  eternal  Sabbath  of  reft.  Indeed  it  is  unfettled  reft 
the  Lofd's. people  bave  here;  when  they  reft  in  the 
Lord  at  any  time,  their  reft  is  foon  difturbed  :  even  the' 
they  can  fay  at  times,  '*  Return  unto  thy  reft,  O  my 
foul,  for  the  Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  thee;''  how 
foon  does  the  devil,  the  ill  heart,  and  the  world  difquiet 
them  again  ?  But,  ''  There  remains  a  reft,  [a  Sabba- 
tif77iJi  ^^^  ^^^  people  of  God,"  when  they  fliall  reft  from 
their  labour;  reft  from  fin  and  forrow. 

4.  The  tabernacle  was  a  type  of  the  heavenly  Canaan: 
the  Lord's  prefence  filled  the  tabernacle.  O  how  does 
his  glorious  prefence  fill  heaven,  and  fill  all  the  hearts  of 
the  heavenly  inhabitants!  glorious  things  are  fpoken  of 
the  earthly  Zion;  how  much  more  glorious  things  may 
be  fpoken  of  the  new  Jerufalem  above !     But  then, 

2r//y,  We  may  coniidcr  the  heavenly  Canaan  in  its 
epithets;  as, 

I.  It  is  called  a  houfe,  John  xiv.  2.  A  manfion-houfe, 
n  prepared  place.  "•  In  my  Father's  houfe  are  many 
manfions;  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you."  O  what  a 
noble  houfe  is  it,  where  f>;lory  dwells!  What  an  excel- 
lent houfe  will  it  be,  when  tiie  Father  of  the  familv  will 
be  in  the  midft  of  the  houfe,  and  all  his  children  about 
him;  all  his  eledl  gathered  together  from  all  the  corners 
of  the  earth ;  where  the  God  and  Fatlicr  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  C^rift  himfelf,  the  elder  Brother,  and  all 
the  younger  brethren  will  dwell  together ! 
^  -2^  It  is  called  the  joy  ol  x\\^\^ox^\  '^^Y^Xi^x:  X\\qvi  into 
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the  joy  of  thy  Lord."  Joy  here  enters  into  the  believer; 
but  there  the  l>eliever  enters  into  joy:  he  enters,  as  it 
were,  into  an  ocean  of  joy;  and  it  is  the  joy  of  his  Lord 
Jefus.  How  great  is  the  joy  that  our  Lord  entered  into, 
as  the  reward  of  his  obedience  unto  death?  of  which  it  is 
faid,  Heb.  xii.  2.  that,  *'  For  the  joy  that  was  fel  before 
him,  he  endurtd  the  cr.fs,  defpifmg  the  Ihanie,  ard  is 
fet  down  at  the  ri;;ht-ha;Kl  of  the  thrdne  of  God."  That 
fame  joy  the  faints  are  to  enter  into;  "  In  thy  prefence 
there  is  fuhiefs  of  jcy,  and  at  tliy  right-hand,  there  are 
pleafures  for  evermore." 

3.  It  is  called  life,  eternal  life;  Rom.  vi.  23.  **  The 
gift  of  God  is  eternal  life,  thro'  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord.'* 
Life  is  fweet;  and  the  more  excellent  the  life  is,  the 
more  fweet.  A  living  fly  is  mere  happy,  by  reafon  ( f 
life,  than  the  glorious  fun  in  the  firniamerit.  Tl^e  ra*.ic- 
nal  life  is  yet  more  fweet;  the  life  of  grace  is  yet  fwcctcr 
than  any  of  thefe:  but  the  life  cf  glory  is  fwceteft  (?f  all; 
and  this  life  is  eternal;  it  is  life  for  evermore. 

4.  It  is  called  a  kingdom,  a  heavenly  kingdom;  2  Tim. 
iv.  18.  The  Lord  J\?aU prefcrve  me  to  bis  heavtinly  kingdom. 
Yea,  fuch  a  kingdom,  that  all  the  fubjefts  here  are 
kings.  One  faid  of  Rome  once,  that  it  v/as  RefpubUca 
rcgum,  *  A  commonwealth  of  kings:'  it  is  true  of  hea- 
ven, it  13  a  commonwealth  of  kings;  they  are  all  kin;.;;s 
and  priefts  unto  their  God.  And  there  all  the  kings  have 
their  crowns  ;  a  crown  of  glory,  righteoufnefs,  and  joy. 
They  will  have  their  thrones;  "To  him  that  overcomes, 
will  I  give  to  fit  with  me  on  my  throne,'^  &C.  They 
will  have  their  royal  robes;  their  robes  of  glory,  and 
palms  of  victory.     But  again, 

3^^/)?,  We  may  confider  this  heavenly  Canaan  in  its 
parts.  There  are  efpecially  thefe  four  parts  of  heaven 
and  ghrry  mentioned  in  fcripture,  namely,  vifion,  like- 
nefs",  love,  fatisfa6lion. 

The  firft  part  of  it  is  the  vifion  of  God ;  r  Cor.  xiii, 
12.  "  Now  we  fee  thro'  a  glafs  darkly,  but  then  face  to 
'  fece.  Father,  I  will,  that  thefe  whom  thou  haft  given 
me,  may  be  with  me  where  I  am,  to  bofcold  my  glory." 
New  cabinets  of  rich  treafure  v/ill  be  opened  u\)  to 
tbeiT?  cvcTv  i7?oment  to  eternity.  "         *    ' . 

Bb4  -•^^^"'^ 
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2.  The  fecond  part  of  it  is  likenefs^  whicli  follows 
upon  the  former  ;  **  Weiliall  ht  like  him,  for  we  fliall 
fee  him  as  he  is,'^  i  John  iii.  2.  This  is  the  native  fruit 
of  beholding  Chrift,  to  he  thereby  brought  tp  conformity 
to  him,  2  Cor.  n\.  18. 

3.  Xhe  third  part  of  it  is  love:  this  follows  upon  the 
former.  Likenefs  breeds  love,  even  upon  earth  :  theYi 
will  the  faints  be  made  perfect  in  lov^,  1  John  iv.  18. 
O  what  flames  of  love  will  burn  in  heaven!  Every  faint 
will  be  a  fla,me. 

4.  The  fourth  part  of  it  is  fausfa£iionj  which  proceeds 
from  the  reft  ;  Plalm  xvii.  15.  *^  I  will  behold  thy  face 
in  righteoufnefs  ;  when  I  awake,  I  fhall  be  iatisfied  with 
thy  likenefs. "-r-AU  this  is  begun  on  earth  in  the  heirs- 
of  glory.  Tf  he  brighter  view  a  believer  gets  of  Chrift, 
the  more  likenefs;  the  more  likenefs,  the  more  love; 
and  the  more  love,  the  more  fatisfaftion.  But,  O  when 
there  Ihall  be  perfect  feeing,  there  will  be  perfefl;  like- 
nefs ;  when  perfeft  likenefs,  perfeft  love  ;  and  when 
perfeSl  love,  perfeft  fatisfaftion  and  joy  :  "  Then  the  . 
ranfomed  of  tlie  Lord  Ihall  return,  and  come  unto  Zion 
with  fongs,  and  everlafting  joy  upon  their  heads  :  they 
fhall  obtain  joy  and  gladnefs,  and  forrow  and  fighing 
ihall  flee  away,''  Ifa,  xxxv.  10. 

4tl^ly^  We  might  confider  this  heavenly  Canaan  in 
its  properties.  It  is  another  fort  of  inheritance  than  the 
earthly  Canaan. 

1.  It  is  a  glorious  inheritance:  it* is  glory  itfclf;  yea, 
an  exceeding  great  and  eternal  weight  of  glory,  2  Cor. 
iv.  17.  God,  who  is  every- where  prefent,  is  there 
glorioufly.  To  make  a  we^k  allufion  :  The  fan  in  the 
firmament,  is  in  this  or  that  place,  by  his  rays  and 
Ipeams ;  but  in  the  firmament,  in  a  glorious  manner : 
fo  God  is  here  on  earth,  in  his  grace,  and  the  rays  of 
his  countenance ;  but  in  heaven,  in  a  glorioas  way. 
O  Sirs,  th^re  the  faints  are,  indeed,  all  glorious  within, 
and  without  both;  their  bodies  glorious,  like  untoChrift's 
glorious  body,  when  once  they  are  raifed ;  their  fouls 
glorious,  becaufc  perfeft  in  holinefs. 

2.  It  is  an  heayeiily  inheritance ;  therefore  called  a 
heavenly  kingdom,  a^l  liid^  \a  o^^w^sm,  t;^  earthly 
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kingdoms.  There  tlie  great  King  is  heavenly,  the 
fubjedls  are  heavenly,  the  work  is  heavenly,  the  re- 
ward heavenly,  the  company  heavenly,  the  converfe 
heavenly,  all  heavenly. 

3.  It  is  a  purchafedand  promifed  inheritance;  called 
a  purchafed  pofleffion,  Eph.  i.  14,  The  crown  is  pur- 
chafed,  the  throne  purchafed,  the  robes  purchafed,  and 
all  purchafed  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb ;  which  makes 
them  fing  that  melodious  fong.  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that 
naas  flaiu.  And  as  it  is  purchafed,  lb  it  is  promifed  in 
Chrift  before  the  world  began,  2  Ti|u.  i,  9.  and  Titus 
i.  2.  The  earthly  Canaan  was  a  promifed  land;  they 
bad  it  by  promife  made  to  Abraham  firil,  and  in  him  to 
them  :  fo  is  heaven  promifed  to  Chrift,  and  in  him  to 
9.11  the  fpiritual  Ifrael. 

4.  It  is  an  eternal  inheritance;  i  Pet.  i,  4.  "  An  in- 
heritance  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not 
away."  The  earthly  Canaan  was  but  temporary,  fub- 
je£l  to  be  laid  defolate  for  the  fins  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof;  *and  accordingly  it  was  laid  wafte,  and  remains 
fo  to  this  day  :  but  'the  heavenly  Canaan  is  an  inheri- 
tance that  is  not  liable  to  corniptiou  nor  defilement,  and 
therefore  it  fades  not  away.  It  cannot,  like  tlae  former, 
be  infefted  with  enemies  or  ill  neighbours,  nor  with  any 
plague  or  malady:  The  inbabUants  of  that  land  Jball  not 
fay^  I  amfick.  It  is  a  place  of  perfeft  health,  without 
any  ficknefs ;  and  a  happy  immortality,  without  any 
death,  or  fear  of  death :  a  bleft  eternity ;  for,  when 
thoufands,  thoufands,  thoufands  of  years  are  gone,  their 
happinefs  is  but  beginning.  Earthly  kingdonus  fade^ 
and  this  world's  monarchs  die  ;  but,  in  tliat  everlafting 
kingdom,  death  is  fwallowed  up  in  victory.  If  it  were 
to  have  an  end  after  millions  of  years,  it  were  enou^ 
to  make  them  live  in  perplexity  and  trouble ;  but  it  is 
eternal  and  everlafting. — There  is  a  ](hort  dGfcriptio!n» 
from  the  word,  of  that  heavenly  Canaan. 

HI.  The  third  thing  is,  To  ftiow  what  nations,  of 
enemies  and  oppofiti.ons  are  in  the  way  to  this  heavenl^r 
Zion.  See  how  many  and'  mighty  nationa  ftood  m  the 
way  of  Ifrael's  poflfefling  the  eavtUy,  Cwaacci^,H^^%sSL 


394  ^^^  Gradual  Conqueft. 

of  this  chapter  where  our  text  lies :  Seven  nations^  greater 
and  mightier  than  they.  And  after  they  came  to  that 
land  of  proniife,  feme  of  thefe  nations  were  fiifFered 
to  dwell  among  them,  particularly  the  Jebufites,  that 
were  prickles  in  their  eyes,  and  thorns  in  their  fides. 
And,  in  procefs  of  time,  God  flirred  up  ether  nations 
againft  them,  for  juft  and  holy  caufes;  as  the  Philiftines, 
the  Moabites,  the  Ammonites,  that  coafted  near  their 
dwelling ;  befides  the  Aflyrians  and  Babylonians,  from 
remoter  countries,  that  led  them  captive.  And,  be- 
fides outward  enemies  and  foreign  invafions,  they  were 
not  a  little  vexed  and  difquieted  with  civil  and  inteftine 
diffentions :  there  was  Saul's  houfe  againft  David's,  and 
David's  againft  Saul's;  Ifrael  againft  Judah,  and  Judah 
againft  Ifrael ;  Manaffes  againft  Ephraim,  andEphraira 
againft  Manaffes  :  nations  thus  both  without  and  with- 
in, and  enemies  on  every  fide.  Now,  in  like  manner, 
there  are  great  and  mighty  nations  that  oppofe  the  true 
Ifrael  of  God  in  their  way  to  the  heavenly  Canaan  above, 
and  that  hinder  their  peaceable  poffeffion  of  any  pait  of 
heaven  that,  through  grace,  they  poffefs  on  earth.  In 
allufion,  therefore,  to  the  feven  nations  here,  that  God 
caft  out  before  Ifrael  of  old  ;  I  fliall  fliow  feven. of  thefe 
nations  of  fpiritual  enemies  and  oppofitions  that  are  in 
the  way  to  the  heavenly  Canaan,  and  that  difturb  the 
Ifrael  of  God  in  any  begun  poffeffion  that  they  may 
have  here,  through  grace. 

I  only  premife,  that  as,  in  an  outward  fenfe,  all 
nations  of  the  earth  proceed  from  one  root  and  original, 
namely,  the  firft  man  Adam  ;  fo,  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe, 
moft  part  of  all  \\\b  nations  that  oppofe  our  happinefs 
do  fpring  from  one  root ;  and  the  grand  root  is  original 
fin,  and  natural  corruption :  here  is  the  great  comman- 
der, that  leads  forth  multitudes  of  nations  of  aclual  op- 
pofitions againft  God,  fimd  the  Ifrael  of  God,  that  are 
bound  for  the  heavenly  Canaan.  A  body  of  fin  and  death 
is  the  fertile  womb  that  brings  forth  fwarms  in  one  day; 
yea,  there,  as  it  were,  whole  nations  are  born  at  once. 
But  more  particularly,  there  are  thefe  feven  nations  that 
oppofe  and  vex  the  Ifrael  of  God  in  their  way  to  Canaan. 

I.  A  nation  of  vrAut\\ov\^t.s,  'W^^x^\>vTw^x>:ct^^'?>.v\ 


YOw 


Ser,  LII,  £j?r.  The  Gradual  Conqueft.  39J 

in  our  imaginations,  Rom.  i.  21.:  andthefe  vain  thoughts 
lodge  within  the  walls  of  Jerufalem ;  "  O  Jerufaleni, 
walh  thine  heart  from  wickednefs  ;  how  long  Ihall  vain 
thoughts  lodge  within  thee  i^"  Jer.  iv.  14.  Thefe  nations 
lodge  within,  take  bed  and  board  with  you,  and  eat  up 
the  very  fapof  your  fouls;  therefore,  when  David  fays, 
Pfal.  cxix.  113.  /  bate  vain  thoughts^  he  expreffes  them 
with  a  word  that  fignifies  tht  fprir  an^  branch  that  grows 
in  a  tree,  which  dravvs  the  fap  cut  of  it,  and  makes  it 
fruitlel's.  Do  you  not  find  a  nation  of  this  fort  fwarm- 
ing' about  your  heart  every  day,  and  every  hour  of  the 
day  ?  Yea,  I  am  miftaken  if  thefc  Philiftines  have  not 
been  upon  yoii,  and  if  thefe  nations  have  not  been  be- 
fetting  you,  and  beficging  your  fouls  in  time  of  hearing, 
praying,  communicating  at  tliis  occafion  ;  and,  I  ima- 
gine, they  who  are  exercifed  and  bound  for  heaven,' 
will  find  a  need  of  almighty  power,  to  put  out  this  nati- 
on  before  them,  though  there  were  no  more.  And,  in- 
deed,  thefe  vain  thoughts  are  like  the  flying  polls  to  the 
reft  of  the  nations  that  may  be  named.     But  then, 

2.  There  is  a  nation  of  worldly  cares,  which  Chrift 
compares  to  briars  and  thorns,  that  choke  the  feed  of  the 
word,  Mark  iv.9.  and  Luke  viii.  14.  This  nation  goes 
under  the  name  of  Frugality;  but,  if  you  look  narrowly 
to  its  armour,  you  will  find  the  motto  thereof  to  be, 
"  Careful  about  many  things,  but  neglecting  the  one 
thing  necelFary  :"  and  yet  this  is  fuch  a  powerful  nation, 
that  many  people  are  fubdued  by  it,  fo  as  they  can  do 
nothing  but  mind  earthly  things,  and  fo  lofe  heaven, 
and  come  fhort  of  falvation  ;  yea,  fuch  is  the  power  of 
this  nation  even  over  the  Ifrael  of  God,  that  he  is  obliged, 
in  a  manner,  to  fmite  them,  and  extirpate  the  world 
out  of  their  heart  with  a  rod  of  correction  ;  "  For  the 
iniquity  of  his  covetoufnefs  was  I  wroth,  and  fmote  him," 
Ifa.  Ivii.  17.:  yea,  the  rod  of  God  will  not  do  it,  till  the 
grace  of  God  eflicacioufly  be  exerted  ;  ''  I  hid  me,  and 
was  wroth  ;  and  yet  he  went  on  frov/ardly  in  the  way 
of  his  heart:"  but  fovereign  powerful  grace  fteps  in  ; 
*'  I  have  feen  his  ways,  and  will  heal  him."  ^ 

3.  There  is  a  nation  of  doubts  and  fears,  and  finful 
difcouragements,  and  unbelieving oV^^&A!^t^^^S..^\v*^N"\- 
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The  foul  isovcrfet  and  overwhelmed  oft-times  with  them. 
They  may  well  be  compared  unto  a  nation;  they  are  fo 
many,  that  no  C^oner  does  a  minifter  begin  to  anfwer 
objedlions^  but  the .  unbelieving  heart  will  raife  a  thou- 
fand  more  ;  and  fo  mighty,  that  there  is  no  fubduing  of 
them,  till  Chrift  himfelf  rebuke  them,  as  he  did  the 
raging  waves  of  the  fea,  with  a  word  of  power,  and  fo 
create  a  calm  in  the  foul.  This  is  a  nation  that  rages, 
like  the  heathen  fpoken  of^  Pfal.  ii.  and  imagines  many 
vain  things  againft  the  Lord,  and  his  Anointed;  but 
the  Lord  ftills  the  rage  with  the  rod  of  his  flrength^  that 
he  fends  out  of  Zion,  when  he  makes  a  people  willing 
kx  the  day  of  his  power.  He  anfwers  the  doubts  and 
obje£tions  of  unbelief,  and  ftills  the  fears  and  difcourage- 
ments  of  his  people^  either  by  a  word  of  power  let  into 
the  heart,  fuch  as  that^  **  Fear  not,  it  is  H  be  not 
afraid :  O  thou  of  little  faith,  wherefore  didft  tiiou  dotibt?" 
Or  by  a  breathing  of  his  Spirit,  accompanying  ^  word 
that  is  fpoken  to  the  ear. 

4.  There  is  a  nation  of  ungodly  men  from  without, 
that  alfo  vex  and  oppofe  the  Ifrael  of  God  in  their  way 
to  the  heavenly  Canaan;  "  Judge  me,  O  Grod,  and 
plead  my  caufe  againft  an  ungodly  nation,"  Pfal.  xliii.  i. 
This  is  a  nation  that  many  times  fupprefs  and  bears 
down  the  work  of  God  in  tlie  foul.  The  company  and 
influence  of  the  ungodly,  that  mock  at  religion,  and  laugh 
at  facrcd  things,  is  a  great  let  and  impediment  to  the 
falvation  of  a  foul.  And  as  it  was  with  Ifrael  of  old, 
fo  it  is  with  the  church  in  all  ages  ;  ftie  is  never  with- 
out enemies  that  annoy  her  :  there  are  four  forts  of  un- 
godly men,  that  the  church  of  God  generally  complain 
of;  the  tyrant,  the Atheift,  the  heretic,  and  the  hypocrite: 
fome  of  thefe  would  fubvert,  and  others  pervert  her. 
The  tyrant,  by  heart-hatred  and  open  perfecution  ;  the 
Atheift,  by  profanity  of  life ;  the  heretic,  by  corruption 
of  doftrine;  and  the  hypocrite,  by  pretences  of  holinefs. 
Thefe  nations  of  ungodly  men  do  oppofe  the  Ifrael  of 
God,  partly  by  force,  and  partly  by  fraud :  and,  in- 
deed, the  fecret  enemies  are  ufually  the  moft  dangerous 
of  the  two  ;  they  that  ufe  fraud,  more  dangerous  than 
thefe  that  uie  jBorce ;   for  thefev  b^vw^  fe^ti  aud  known. 
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are  more  eafily  avoided ;    but  the  other  not  fo  eafily 
Ihunned,  becaufe  not  fufpefted. 

5.  There  is  a  nation  of  mighty  kings,  and  powerful 
giants,  as  the  fons  of  Anak  are  called,  Num.  xiii.  33. 
How  many  great  kings  did  the  Lord  give  into  the  hand 
of  Ifrael  ?  Such  as  Og,  king  of  Balhan  ;  Sihon,  king 
of  the  Amorites,  Pfal.  cxxxvi.  18, 19,  20,  Pfal.  cxxxv. 
10,  II.  But  there  are  greater  kings  and  potentates 
than  thcfe,  that  (land  in  the  way  of  the  poffeffion  of 
the  heavenly  Canaan.  There  are,  more  efpecially, 
four  kings,  mighty  kings,  to  be  fubdued  :  for, 

(i.)  As  fm  is  a  mighty  king,  that  reigns  in  us,  and 
over  us  naturally;  therefore  fays  the  apolUe,  Rom.  vi.  12. 
Let  not  fm  reign  in  your  mortal  body:  fo, 

(2.)  Satan  is  a  mighty  king  in  his  own  territories ; 
therefore  called,  **  The  prince  of  this  world:  The  prince 
of  the  power  of  the  air,  that  rules  in  the  hearts  of  the 
chil4reti  of  difobedience,'*  Eph.  ii.  2. 

(3.)  Self  is  a  mighty  king;  it  competes  with  King 
Jefus,  and  keeps  his  throne,  fo  long  as  the  loftinefs 
of  man  is  not  brought  down,  and  the  haughtinefs  pf  man 
made  low,  Ifa.  ii.  ii.  that  the  Lord  alone  may  be  ex* 
alted  in  the  heart :  and,  even  after  Chrift  is  exalted  to 
the  throne  of  the  heart.  Self  is  ftill  fighting  and  working 
for  the  throne.     It  is  a  king  that  all  the  world  adores, 

(4.)  Death  is  a  mighty  king;  therefore  called  the 
king  of  terrors,  Job  xviii.  14.  He  is  a  king,  that  is 
the  terror  of  kings,  as  well  as  inferior  fubjefts.  This 
is  called  the  laft  enemy  of  God^s  Ifrael;  The  lap  enemy 
to  be  deftroyed  is  death  :  and  happy  they  that  get  the 
fling  of  death  removed,  which  is  fin.  .  See  i  Cor.  xv. 
54,— -57.  Death  Jhall  be  fv)allov)ed  up  in  viSlory.  Chrift 
is^the  viftorious  conqueror  of  this  and  all  other  enemies: 
however,  thefe  are  mighty  kings  in  the  way ;  and  fome 
of  them  have  mighty  giants  in  their  armies,  particularly 
thefe  three,  viz.  king  Sin,  king  Satan,  and  king  Self; 
thefe  three  have  powerful  armies  to  fight  their  hellitti 
battles.     And  there  are, 

6.  A  nation  of  deceitful  lufts  in  the  heart ;  fo  called, 
Eph.  iv.  22.  Thefe  are  like  fo  many  deputies  and  offi* 
cers,  captains,  and  lietiteuants,  fi^hlm^wwktXV^Wcw- 
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ner  of  king  Sin,  king  Self,  and  king.  Satan,  againft 
King  JESUS,  the  God  of  glorjr.  O  what  fwarms  of 
lufts  make  up  this  army  of  hell !  If  you  will  travel 
through  the  camp  of  your  heart,  you  will  fee  an  armed 
regiment  of  gigantic  lufts  :  There  you  may  fee  grim- 
faced  ignorance,  armed  with  the  devil's  black  livery : 
There  you  may  fee  curfed  Atheifm  and  unbelief,  firmed 
with  lies  and  blafphemies,  and  bitter  inveftives  againft 
heaven  :  There  you  will  fee  cruel  enmity,  armed  with 
a  bloody  fword  of  forcible  oppofition  unto  God  and  Chrift: 
There  you  will  fee  fubtile  hypocrify,  armed  with  fraud, 
and  flattery :  There  you  will  fee  brazen-faced  hardnefs 
of  heart,  armed  with  a  brow  of  brafs:  There  you  may 
fee  dultifh  fecurity,  armed  with  a  fearlefs  fpirit,  and  a 
ftupid  confcience;  bold  prefumption,  armed  with  a  dar- 
ing countenance  ;  towering  pride,  armed  with  a  robe  of 
gaudy  attire,  and  an  eye  of  fcorn,  contempt,  and  difdain; 
as  alfo  felf-righteous  confidence,  armed  with  grofs  igno- 
rance both  of  the  fpirituality  of  the  law,  and  myftery  of 
the  gofpel.  There  is  a  powerful  nation  of  heart-plagues 
and  deceitful  lufts,  that  reign  over  the  ungodly  worlJ, 
and  many  times  rage  in  the  hearts  of  believers  to  the 
leading  of  them  captive. 

7.  There  is  a  nation  of  aftual  out-breakings  in  the  life, 
and  fins  in  the  converfation :  thefe  are,  like  tlie  common 
foldiers  of  the  army  of  hell,  making  daily  excurfions 
into  the  camp  of  Ifrael ;  yea,  every  hour  of  the  day 
they  are  breaking  out  on  this  hand,  dtid  on  that  hand, 
.and  round  about  us  on  all  hands,  in  innumerable  omif- 
fions  and  commiffions.  Here  breaks  out  intemperance 
and  infobriety,  in  eating^'  drinking,  and  ufmg  of  the 
comforts  of  life  ;  there  breaks  out  idle  words,  vain  talk- 
ing, unprofitable  converfation  :  here  appears  negligence 
in  duty,  and  carelefnefs  and  indifierency  in  hearin;::, 
reading,  praying,  communicating ;  and  tliere  appears 
mifpending  of  time,  Sabbath  and  week-days  both,  wafting 
our  precious  opportunities,  and  mif-improving  our  ta- 
lents, without  endeavouring  to  do  good  or  get  good, 
to  glorify  God,  or  edify  thefe  that  are  converfant  with 
us.  The  former  nation  I  mentioned  was  the  lufts  of  the 
Beilu  and  this  ne^tion  is  \\\e  wovk^  ol  \iv^  fe^w  IKe  lufts 
c/fiie  HqUi  are  dccdlfu\\y  Kvd^^xv  ^^\\vm  ^Jcvfc  n^  "^^ 
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works  of  the  flefli  are  open  and  manifeft,  making  conti- 
nual outward  excuriions.  You  may  have  a  lift  of  them. 
Gal.  V.  19, — 21.  ''  Now  the  works  of  the  flefh  are  mani- 
feft, which  are  thefe,  adultery,  fornication,  uncleannefs, 
lafclvioufnefs,  envyings,  murders,  drunkennefs,  revel- 
lings."  Another  lift  of  the  names  of  the  foldiers  of  this 
army  you  may  read,  2  Tim.,  iii.  i, — 5.  "  Men  fhall  be 
lovers  of  themfelves :"  there  gees  the  king  and  com- 
mander in  chief.  Self-love  ;  and  then  follows  a  lift  of 
the  common  foldiers ;  "  Covetous,  boafters,  proiid,  blaf- 
phemers,  difobedient  to  parents,  unthankful,  unholy, 
Without  natural  affeftion,  truce-breakers,  falfe  accufers, 
incontinent,  fierce,  defpiftrs  of  thofe  that  are  good,  trai- 
tors, heady,  high-minded,  lovers  of  pleafures,  &c." 

Now,  thefe  are  the  feven  nations  continually  in  arms, 
and  at  work  for  hell,  and  a;2;ainft  heaven :  the  nation  of 
vain  thoughts  continually  flying  poft  through  the  reft  of 
the  nations  for  intelligence;  the  nation  of  worldly  cares, 
continually  making  provifion  for  the  flelh,  to  fulfil  the 
lufts  thereof;  tjie  nation  of  doubts,  and  unbelieving  fears 
and  jealoufies,  is  ftill  keeping  watch,  and  ftanding  cen- 
try  at  the  door  of  the  heart,  to  keep  out  all  heavenly 
meffages,  and  exclude  all  propofals of  peace  with  heaven; 
the  nation  of  ungodly  men  continually  guarding  the  out- 
works of  hell,  and  plying  their  large  artillery  and  bat- 
tering rams,  to  beat  down  what  God,  and  Chrift,  and  the 
gofpel  would  build  up ;  the  nation  of  mighty  kings,  that 
I  mentioned,  are  ftill  ifluing  forth  new  commands  and 
orders  for  war  againft  heaven;  the  nation  of  deceitful  lufts, 
like  officers  of  the  army,  are  ftill  muftering  the  hoft,  lead  • 
ing  them  forth  to.  the  field  of  battle,  and  fetting  them  in 
battle-array ;  and  the  nation  of  adlual  fins  and  out- break- 
ings, afe  ftill  brandifliing  their  fwords  and  fpears,  and 
other  implements  of  war^  making  daily  and  hourly  ex- 
curfions  out  of  the  camp  of  hell,  and  incurfions'  upon  their 
oppofites  and  antagonifts;  j:"unning  on  the  camp  of  Ifrael,. 
to  deftroy  them,  and  hinder  their  march  to  the  heavenly 
Canaan. 

Nov/,  to  thefe  feven  nations  all  the  world  of  mankind- 
are,  by  nature,  kept  in  fubjeftion  ;  and,  which  is  worfe^ 
they  are  willing  Haves  and  captives  \.o  v\\^xxv\  ^p:^^  ^n^-^ 
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the  Ifrael  of  God^  tbat^ave  left  their  camp,  and  fled 
under  the  colours  and  ftandard  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
the  Captain  of  falvation,  are  many  times  led  captive  by 
them  :  they  are  ftill  giving  battle  to  Ifrael. — ^Now,  O 
thou  that  art  bound  for  the  celeftial  Canaan,  what 
thinkeft  thou  of  thefe  nations  ?  Are  they  not  feven 
nations  greater  and  mightier  than  thou  ?  Surely,  if  thou 
h^ft  found,  to  thy  fad  experience,  the  power,  and  the 
policy,  and  the  pernicious  influence  of  thefe  mighty 
nations  upon  thee,  it  will  be  welcome  news  to  hear  that, 
The  "Lord  thy  God  wiil  put  out  tbefe  nations  from  before 
tbecj  by  little  and  little. 

IV.  The  Fourth  thing  that  I  propofed,  was,  to  fpeek 
a  little  of  the  Conqueror  of  thefe  nations;  that  is,  "  The 
King  of  glory;  the  Lord,  ftrotig  and  mighty  ;  the  Lord, 
mighty  in  battle/*  Indeed,  they  that  have  fuch  mighty 
nations  to  fight  and  debate  with,  have  need  of  a  mighty 
conqueror  to  fubdue  them  :  and  he  is  here  faid  to  hie 
the  Lord  thy  God ;  where  he  is  defcribed,  l.  By  his 
name,  Jehovah.  2.  By  his  relation  to  them  in  Chrift, 
Thy  god. 

i/jr,  Ifrael's  Captain,  that  %hts  their  battles,  is  de- 
fcribed  by  his  great  name  Jehovah,  the  LORD,  iit 
capital  letters  ;  which  is  ordinarily  ufed  in  all  our 
EngKfti  tranflations,  to  intimate,  that  in  the  original 
it  is  Jehovah  .\  and  it  is  a  name  that  points  out  the 
perfeftion  of  hrs  nature.  It  is  remarked,  that  all  along 
the  firft  chapter  of  Genefis,  while  God  was  yet  upon  his 
creating  work,  he  is  called  Elochim,  a  Godofpo^er; 
but  hi  the  fecond  chapter  of  Genefis,  ver.  4.^  Grod  hav- 
ing compleated  his  work,  he  is  then  called  Jehovah- 
ELOcHiM,  a  God  of  po'ojer^  and  perfeSlion.  And  as  he 
here  takes  that  name,  when  he  perfefls  what  he  had 
begun  ;  fo  we  find  him  making  himfelf  known  by  this 
name,  when  he  appears  to  perform  what  he  had  pro- 
mifed  to  Ifrael,  Exod.  vr.  3.  "  I  appeared  to  Abraham, 
Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  by  the  name  of  God  Almighty  ; 
but  by  my  name  Jehovah  was  I  not  made  known  to 
tftem.'^  G6d  would  now  be  known  by  his  name  Jehovah, 
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fo  giving  a  bciiig  to  hi.^  promifes..    2.  A  God  perfefting 
what  he  had  begun,  and  finifliin^^  his  own  work.     And 
now,  the  fuhduing  of  the  Canaanitcs  before  Ifrael,  was 
a  work  tiiat  God  had  proniifed,  and  a  work  that  now 
he  had  begun ;  therefore,  he  makes  hinifelf  known  in 
this  woric  b/  his  name  Jciiovah,  a  performing  and  per- 
fedling  God.     This  is  the  powerful  Conqueror^  that  all 
the  true   Ifrael   of  God  have  to  look  to,  and  depend 
upon,  for  deftroying  the  nations  of  fpiritual  enemies  for 
them.     This  name  belongs  to  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
equally  with  the  Father  and  the  eternal  Spirit.     It  is  he 
that  led  Ifrael  out  of  Egypt,  by  the  hand  of  Mofes, 
wrought  wonders  for  them,  and  brought  them  to  Ca- 
naan, and  delivered  their  enemies  into  their  hand  ;  by 
all  which  was  typified  the  greater  falvation  and  deliver-  , 
ance  that  he  was  to  work,,  in  accomplifliing  the  bufincfs 
of  our  redemption   in   our  nature.     And  by  taking  to 
hinifelf  the  name   Jesus,  he  hath  not   loft  the  name 
Jehovah  ;  nay,  he  could  not  be  a  Jesus,  if  he   were 
not  Jehovah:  he  could  not  deftroy  thefe  nations  I  have 
named,  the  fum  of  which  \s  fm;  for  to  dellroy  fift,  is 
more  than  to  make  a  world :  fin  cannot  be  deftroyed, 
without  fatisfying  that  infinite  jufl.ice  that  fin  oflTcnded, 
and  glorifying  that  infinite  holinefs  that  fin  affronted, 
and  fulfiUing  the  law  that  fin  had  violated,  and  appeaf- 
ing  the  wrath  and  vengeance   that   fin  had    kindled. 
Further,  fin  could  not  ^be  deftroyed,  without  deftroying 
the  devil  that  begat  it,  and  the  wicked  heart  that  brought 
it  forth  ;  all  which  requires  a  new  creation,  more  great 
and  glorious  than  the  firft,  and  belongs  to  non^  but 
Jehovah.     This  name  points  out  the  divine  glory  of 
our  Redeemer  and  Conqueror,  which  I  offer  in  thefe 
two  further  remarks  upon  it. 

1.  This  great  name  Jehovah,  (as  thefe  that  invefti- 
gate  the  Hebrew  root,  obferve)  fignifies  l>ein^^  effcnce^ 

fimple-exiftencey  or  fe If -fubfi ft ence  ;  and  imports  his  moft 
fimple,  abfolute,  eternal,  and  independent  being,  and 
exiftence;  having  his  being  in,  of,  and  from  himfelf; 
and  from  whofe  infinite  being,  all  creatures  have  their 
finite  being. 

2.  This  name  Jehovah  compr^Veu^^  vcv  \\.SfeSi  ^\^ 
Vol.  III.  \  Co,  ^^^^^ 
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three  Hebrew  tenfes;  the  preterite,  fignifying  the  time 
pali  ;  the  prefent,  fignifying  what  is  now  ;  and  the  fa- 
tare,  fignifying  the  time  to  come :  and  imports  that 
defignation  given  to  Chriil,  Rev.  i.  4.  8.  Which  /V,  and 
which  was  J  and  Hjshich  is  to  come.  Thus  he  is  the  I  am 
THAT  I  AM,  as  he  is  called,  Exod.  iii.  14.  The  Alpha  • 
and  Omega,  the  Firjt  and  the  Laft:  the  firft,  without 
beginning  ;  and  the  laft,  without  end.  O  but  they  who 
have  fuch  a  glorious  General  to  follow,  need  not  fear 
to  take  the  field  againft  the  nations  \  He  is  Jehovah. 

idly^  Ifrael's  Qiptain-general  is  here  defcribed  by  his 
relation  to  them.  Thy  God;  the  Lsrd  thy  God.  This 
relation  is  fiated  upon  the  ground  of  a  new-covenant 
difpenfation,  even  a  covenant  of  promife  in  Chrift  Jefus. 
Of  this  covenant  there  was  an  Old-Teftament  difpenfa- 
tion, under  which  this  people  of  Ifrael  were ;  and  a 
New-Tettaraent  difpenfation,  under  which  we  are:  the 
former  was  a  darker,  and  this  is  a  clearer  and  brighter 
difpenfation  of  the  fame  new  covenant.  The  old  cove- 
nant of  v/orks  being  broken  and  violated  by  the  fin  of 
jTian,  God  could  not,  in  honour,  come  under  this  re- 
lation again  to  finners,  but  upon  the  ground  of  a 
new  covenant,  eftabliflied  in  Chrift^ — This  covenant 
of  pt*omife  Vv^as  firft  difcovered  to  Adam  in  paradife, 
afterwards  to  Abraham,  and  others-  The  promife  of 
iliat  new  covenant,  was  fealed  by  tlie  blood  of  Chrift, 
typically,  under  the  Old  Teft^ment,  by  the  facrifices 
then  offered  ;  and  actually  at  Jerufalem,  when  he  gave 
his  life  a  ranfom  for  many.  Upon  the  footing  of  this 
covenant,  I  fay,  it  is,  that  he  afferts  this  relation, 
Tbe  Lord  thy  God.  But  more  particularly,  for  explain- 
ing this  relative  defignation,  Thy  God;  we  may  take 
a  fourfold  view  thereof. 

I.  As  it  is  expreflive  of  the  antient  federal  relation 
betwixt  God  and  Ifrael  of  old,  the  church  of  the  Jews 
under  that  difpenfation.  He  became  their  God,  and 
they  were  chofen  of  him  to  be  his  peculiar  people, 
beyond  all  other  people  in  the  world  ;  as  you  fee,  Deut. 
vii.  6.  "  For  thou  art  a  holy  people  to  the  Lord  thy  God: 
the  Lord  thy  God  hath  chofen  thee  to  be  a.  fpecial  people 
to  himfelf,  above  iV\  peo^\^  o\x  \i\^  fa.^^  ^£  the  earth.'' 
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He  made  known  his  qiind  with  refped  to  the  way  of 
falvation  to  them,  and  they  to  others;  '*  He  fliewed  his 
word  unto  Jacob,  and  his  Itatutes  and  judgments  to 
Ifrael  ;  he  hath  not  dealt  lb  with  any  nation,"  Plalni 
cxlvii.  19,  20.  And  liaving  taken  them  vifibly  into  a 
covenant. relation,  he  eflabliihes  his  covenant  with  them 
and  their  feed;  ''.The  Lord  had  dcilio-ht  in  thy  fathers 
to  love  them,  and  he  chofe  their  feed  after  thern," 
Deut.  X.  15.  And  tlius  he  laid  to  Abraham,  Gen. 
;ivii.  7.  ''  I  vvill  eilabllfli  my  covenant  between  me  and 
thee,  and  thy  feed  after  thee,  to  be  a  God  to  thee  and 
thy  feed."  Hence  fays  God  to  them,  "  You  -only  have 
I  known  of  all  the  families  of  the  earth."  All  this  is 
faidofthem,  even  with  refpecl  to  their  charch-llate, 
abftrafl  from  the  frnj^ular  faving  privileges  of  true  believ- 
ers among  them,  who,  through  grace,  were  enabled  to 
improve  thefe  great  a4l vantages  they  enjoyed  above  other 
people.  By  virtue  of  this  relation  that  he  Hood  in  to  them, 
he  egaged,  as  the  Lord  their  God,  to  put  out  the  nations 
of  the-Canaanites  before  them  by  little  and  little. 

2.  You  may  view  it  as  expreflive  of  the  prefent 
federal  relation  that  God  Hands  in  to  the  vifible  church 
under  the  New  Teftament,  even  to  us  the  Gentiles,  as 
fucceeding  to  the  Jews  in  their  church-privileges,  toge- 
ther with  fuperadded  advantages,  in  lb  far  as  the  New 
1  Teftament  difpenfation  does  excel  that  of  the  Old.  As 
it  was  faid  to  the  Jewilh  church,  "  The  proniife  is  to  you, 
and  to  your  children,"  Afts  ii.  39.  :  And  that  X.o  them 
belong  the  adoption,  and  the  glory,  the  covenant,  and 
thg  promife,  Rom.  ix.  4.:  So,  in  like  manner,  xlo  they 
belong  to  the  Chriftian  church,  we  being  grafted  in  among 
them,  to  partake  of  the  root  and  fatnefs  of  their  olive- 
tree,  Rom.  ix.  17.  Hence  flows  a  common  intereft  that 
all  the  members  of  the  vifible  church  have  in  God,  as 
their  God ;  and  Ghrift,  as  their  Head:  not  only  as  a  head 
of  eminency,  but  as  an  head  of  influence  and  govern- 
ment. All  the  common  influences  Ihed  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  vifible  church  come  from  this  fource ;  and 
from  thence  refalt  alfo  many  excellent  privileges,  all 
w'hich  are  fealed  in  baptifm,  which  fucceeds  to  the  fealoC 
cjrcumcifion  among  the  Jews.   Bapl\5m  l^A^  \.o  ^^^^'^^^ 

Cc2  ^^ 
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to  all  the  vifible  church,  a  common  general  right  ta 
God's  covenant,  fo  as  we  majr  v/arrantably  plead  the 
promifes,  and  that  promile  in  particular^  /  w///  be  your 
G'jdj  and  ye  Jloall  be  my  people ;  which  is  the  funda- 
mental pnmiife-  Great  are  the  privileges  that  belong 
to  the  vifible  church,  which  do  not  belong  to  thcfe  that 
are  without :  God  commits  to  them  hi:^  niiniftr}',  hi^ 
oracles,  and  ordinances  ;  by  the  meanS.  of  which,  he 
brings  forth  children,  and  gathers  his  ele£t ;  fj  as  out 
of  the  church  '  vifible  there  is  no  ordinarV'  pfifTibility  of 
'  falvation,'  Afts  ii.  47.  As  all  the  baptized  members 
of  the  viable  church  have  a  fealed  intercft  in  the  cove- 
nant cf  promlfe,  fuch  as  lays  them  under  a  fpecial  obli- 
gation to  believe  in  Chrifl ;  fo  tliey  have  a  claim,  be- 
yond tlie  fell  of  the  v/orld,  to  God  as  their  .God  in 
Chrilt,  and  as  their  Saviour  :  yea,  all  the  church  vifible 
are  faid  to  be  in  Chrift,  John  xv.  2.;  even  thefeljranches 
that  bear  not  fruit,  and  that  lliall  be  taken  away,  and 
call  into  the  fire,  Baptifm  feals  our  ingraftment  into 
ChriJt ;  that  is,  an  ingraftment  common  to  all  that  are 
members  ef  the  vifible  church,  befides  the  faving  fpiri- 
tual  ingraftment  of  true  believers.  No\y,  that  common 
relation  that  you  all  have  to  Gcd,  as  church- members, 
tlwugh  it  be  common  to  believers  and  unbelievers;  yet 
it  is,  in  itfelf,  a  fpecial  privilege,  Vv^hereby  you  are  ex- 
alted above  the  rell  of  \ht  v/ofld  that  are  without  the 
church  ;  and  gives  every  one  of  you  a  right  to  plead 
tills  promife  to  be  accomplifhed  to  you  in  a  fpiritual 
fenfe,  The  Lord  thy  God  vjiil  put  but  thefe  nations  before 
you^  by  little  and  little ;  even  fuch  nations  of  fpiritual 
enemies  as  were  typified  by  the  Canaanites  that  Ifrael 
had  to  deal  with.     But  tlien, 

3.  You  may  view  this  relative  defignation,  Tby  God, 
as  expreffive  of  the  fpecial  relation  he  Hands  in  to  the 
church  invifible,  militant  here  upon  earth ;  I  mean,  to 
true  believers,  the  living  members  of  Chrift,  and  true 
Ifrael  of  God,  whom  he  makes  f;,  by  becoming  their 
God,  in  a  way  of  fovereign  free  grace,  in  and  through 
Jefus  Chrift,  in  whom  they  have  a  peculiar  intereft  in 
God  as  their'God,  and  a  fpecial  title  to,  all  the  pro- 
nilihs  of  the  new  covetvaia  ^.^xJtx^vc  Ocvaxx.^s  ^nJc^^^xo- 
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mifes  being  Tea  and  Ai)ien  in  Chrift  Jefus.  Now,  it  is 
in  this  fenle  efpecially  that  I  confider  this  defignation. 
The  Lord  thy  God ;  bgcaufe  it  is  the  fpiritual  intent  of 
the  text  that  I -treat,  namely,  as  it  does  typify  and  re- 
prefent  the  Spiritual  dehverance  of  the  true  Ifrael  of 
God  from  their  fpiritual  enemies,  in  order  to  the  poflef- 
fion  of  the  heavenly  Canaan ;  yet  not  excluding  tJie 
great  appearances  tlie  Lord  makes  for  his  church  vifiblc 
<>ii  earth,  collcdively  confidered.  And  here  it  is  pro- 
per you  obferve,  that  tliough  this  title,  The  Lord  tby 
God^  be  oftentimes  in  Scripttire  fpoken  of  with  refpert 
to  a  vifible  church,  a  mixt  people  of  good  and  bad  ;  as 
when  he  fays  to  Ifrael,  '^  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  that 
brought  thee  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  houfe  of 
of  bondage;''  and  whereas  in  many  inllances  it  is  fpoken 
collectively  of  the  whole  body  of  the  churcli :  yet  this 
rule  is  to  be  noticed,  that  where  the  Lord  is  mentioned 
in  relation  thus  to  a  mixt  people,  all  the  privileges  that 
flow  from  fuch  a  relation  of  God  to  that  people,  are  but 
common  privileges^;  I  mean,  common  to  all  that  vifible 
church.  Thus  the  privilege  of  bringing  out  of  the  land 
of  Egypt,  was  a  common  privilege,  common  to  all  that 
people,  good  and  bad  among  them;  and  fo  was  this 
privilege  of  cutting  off  the  nations  of  the  Ganaatiites 
before  them  in  a  literal  fenfe,  and  poffefEng  them  of  the 
earthly  Canaan :  and,  therefore,  though  God  be  called 
the  God  of  a  church  or  people  colleftively,  v/hich  infers 
many  excellent  privileges,  tliough  common  to  them  all, 
as  was  fliev/ed  above ;  yet,  he  is  not  their  God,  in  the 
fame  refpe£l,  as  he  is  the  God  of  the  believer,  or  of  the 
true  Ifrael,  As  they  are  not  all  Ifi^ael  that  are  of  Ifrael, 
(for  the  whole  vifible  church,  God's  profefling  people, 
are  of  Ifrael ;  but  only  true  believers  are  Ifraelites  in- 
deed,  and  Jews  inwardly,  the  true  fpiritual  circumci- 
fion  ;)  fo  thefe  true  Ifraelites  have  a  courfe  by  common, 
having  a  fpecial  and  peculiar  propriety  in  God  as  their 
God;  which  infers  fpecial  and  peculiar' privileges. 
And  hence, 

4.  You  may  view  this  defignation,  Tby  God^  as  ex- 
preffive  of  all  the  bleffings  that  are  imported  in  this  fpe- 
cial relation  that  he  ftands  in  to  llvv^  \.\w^  Yocs.^.    ^^'^-^ 

C  c  3  'vx^^-s^^^ 
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indeed,  the  privileges  imported  thus  in  the  word.  Thy 
Gody  are  innumerable  and  unfpeakable.  His  being 
their  God,  imports,  that  tliey  have^an  intereft  in  all  that 
he  is,  and  all  that  he  hath,  and  all  that  he  can  do,  and 
is  wont  to  do  for  thefe  whofe  God  he  is.  Here  is  a  field 
that  would  take  a  long  eternity  to  travel  through: 
*'  Happy  is  the  people  whofe  God  is  the  Lord."  All 
happinefs  in  time,  and  for  ever,  is  imported  in  it  :  his 
being  their  God,  imports  all  the  relations  that  he  can  be 
in  to  them,  for  making  them  holy  and  happy  for  ever 
in  himfelf ;  that  he  is,  and  will  be,  their  Sun,  to  en- 
lighten them;  their  Portion,  to  enrich  them;  theirFather, 
to  pity  them;-  their  Righteoufnefs,  to  clothe  them;  their 
Guide,  to  conduct  them  ;  their  Glory,  to  crown  themj 
and  their  All  in  all.  But  the  text  confines  me.  to  thefe 
relations  imported  in  this  title,  Tby  God^  which  hath  a 
refpefit  to  his  deftroying  their  enemies  before  them  by 
little  and  little.  I  only  mention  two  of  thefe :  i.His  being 
their  God,  imports,  that  he  is  their  Friend,  though  their 
enemies  be  many.  2.  His  being  their  God,  imports,  that 
he  is  their  Shield,  though  their  enemies  be  mighty. 

[i.]  Amidll  the  multitude  of  enemies,  their  God  is 
their  Friend.  And,  indeed,  no  matter  who  be  our 
eneiTiies,  if  God  be  our  friend  :  If  God  be  for  nsy  fays 
the  apodle,  ^vjbo  can  be  againft  us?  Rom.  viii.  31. 
And  he  is  a  friend  to  all  thefe  to  whom  he  is  a  God  in 
a  peculiar  manner.  And  his  being  their  friend,  imports, 
the  removal  of  fewd  and  enmity  ;  his  anger  being  turned 
away,  and  reconciliation  made  up  through  Chrill,  what- 
ever was  the  former  difference.  It  imports  the  accept- 
ation of  their  perfons  into  favour,  and  the  obligation  he 
lies  irnder,  as  a  friend,  by  virtue^  of  the  new  covenant 
of  grace  and  promife,  to  help  them  in  every  time  of 
need  ;  and  to  do  all  their  works  in  them  and  for  them ; 
and  to  fight  all  their  battles.     Therefore, 

[2.]  Though  their  enemies  be  mighty,  his  being 
their  God,  imports,  that  he  is  their  Shield  :  The  LfirJ 
God  is  a  fun  and  fiiield  to  them,  Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  11.  The 
lliields  of  the  earth  are  his  ;  and  his  being  thei  r  fliield, 
is  to  be  underllood  both  in  a  defenfive  and  oflenfive  way. 

(i.)  lie  is  the  Lord  X\mt  Ov><5i  ^\\^ ^vdd^  \.o  defend 
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them  ;  "  My  defence  is  of  God,  which  faves  the  upright 
in  heart,"  Pfal.  vii.  10.  Hence  called  a  llrong  tower, 
and  rock  of  defence;  a  hiding-place',  a  covert,  a  Ih^dow, 
to  Ihelter  them  from  the  aflaults  and  attacks  of  the 
nations  of  enemies  that  are  within  them,  and  round  about 
them;  ''  A  man  fliall  be  a  hiding  place  from  the  wind,  a 
covert  from  the  tempeil;  as  riv^ers  of  waters  in  adry  place, 
and  as  the  ftiadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land,'' 
Ifa.  xxxii.  2. 

(2.)  He  is  the  Lord  their  God  and  fliield,  for  offerfd- 
ing  all  their  enemies  :  hence  he  is  faid  to  have  a  fword 
of  power  girded  on  his  thigh,  for  executing  judgment 
on  their  enemies  ;  Deut.  xxxii.  41,  42.  "  If  I  whet  my 
glittering  fword,  and  mine  hand  take  hold  of  judgment; 
I  will  render  vengeance  to  mine  enemies,  and  a  reward 
to  them  that  hate  me  :  I  will  make  mine  arrows  dru'nk 
with  blood."  Read  alfo  ver.  43.  and  compare  it  with 
Ifa.  Ixiii.  1,-4.  ''  The  day  of  vengeance  is  in  mine 
heart,  for  the  year  of  my  redeemed  is  come."  O !  it  is 
a  happy  vengeance  to  the  Ifrael  of  God,  when  he,  as 
their  mighty  Conqueror,  fubdues  the  nations  under  them, 
and  takes  vengeance  on  all  their  powerful  lufts  and  fpi- 
ritual  enemies.  A  day  of  vengeance  to  the  enemy,  is  a 
<lay  of  redemption  to  his  friends^    But  this  leads  me  to 

V.  The  Fifth  thing  propofed,  namely,  to  fpeak  of 
the  manner  of  the  conqueft.  We  have  heard  of  the 
Conqueror,  here  defigned,  The  Lord  tby  God;  and  now 
the  manner  of  the  conquell  is,  He  will  put  out  tbefe 
nations  before  tbee^  by  little  and  little.  And  h?re  three 
things  may  be  noticed,  with  reference  to  the  manner  of 
the  conqueft.  i.  It  is  obtained  powerfully  and  efte6l:u- 
ally:  He  will  put  ow^-thefe  nations,  1.  Vifibly  and  re- 
markably :  He  will  put  them  out  before  thee.  3.  Grad- 
ually and  piece-meal ;  by  little  and  little.  To  each  of 
thefe  I  woulc^  fpeak  a  word, 

Firft^  The  manner  of  the  conqueft  is,  that  it  is  ob- 
tained powerfully  and  efFettually :  The  Lord  tby  God  wilt. 
PUT  OUT  tbefe. nations;  or,  as  it  is  rendered  in  the  mar- 
gin, be  will  PLUCK  OFF  tbefe  nations.  And  fo  it  is  further 
explained,  ver.  23.  of  this  chapter-,  '-'•  W^ nV^'^^an^^ 
tlwm  unto  thee,  and  fliall  deftroy  xiiewwVvJa  -^mx^^^ 

Gc4  ^  ^^" 
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deftruftion,  till  they  be  deftroycd  utterly.  And  he  will 
deliver  their  kin;:;s  into  thine  hand,'^  ver.  24.  And, 
Exod*  Mxiii.  30.  By  little  and  little  'vcill  I  drive  them  out, 
Njw,  thus,  in  the  Ipiritiial  conqueit,  the  nations  mull  be 
put  out :  and  the  Lord's  putting  them  out,  does  import, 

I.  That  thefe  nations  of  lulls,  and  fpiritual  enemies, 
have  ftrength  and  power  upon  their  fide  ;  fo  that  it  is 
no  eafy  work  to  get  them  driven  out;  yea,  utterly 
impolfible,  unlefs  the  Lord  our  God  undertake  it.  If 
you  aik,  where  the  ftrength  of  thefe  nations  lies,  and 
particularly  the  ftrength  cf  fin  ?  I  anfwfer  in  thefe  four 
things. 

(i.)  The  ftrength  of  the  nation  of  fin  and  of  lufts  lies 
in  their  root;  viz.  the  body  of  fin  and  death  :  as  the 
ftrcnvrth  of.  a  tree  lies  in  the  root ;  fo  that  the  ax  muft 
be  laid  to  the  root,  if  you  would  deftroy  it ;  and  as  the 
ftrength  of  the  water  is  in  the  fountain,  fo  that  if  you 
would  deftroy  it,  the  fountain  muft  be  ftopt  up  :  fo  the 
ftrength  of  fin  is  in  the  root  and  fountain  o^  fin  that  is 
within.     And  hence, 

(2.)  The  ftrength  of  thefe  nations  of  lufts  lies  in  the 
relation  ihcy  have  to  ourfelves  :  and  hence,  for  a  man 
to  deftroy  his  lufts,  is  to  deny  himfelf.  Thefe  nations 
of  lufts  and  fins  are  fuch  a  part  of  himfelf,  that  they 
feem  to  be  the  beft  part,  and  the  moft  ufeful  part  tf 
himfelf;  his  right  hand,  his  light  eye,  his  members; 
"  Mortify  therefore  your  members  that  are  upon  the 
earth,"  Col.  iti.  5. 

(3.)  The  ftrength  of  thefe  nations  lies  in  the  com- 
mander and  captain-general  that  leads  them  forth ;  that 
is,  the  Devil ;  tl:c  great  qiiarter-mafter  that  fills  the 
heart,  as  it  is  faid  of  Ananias,  Afts  v.  3.  *'  Why  hath 
Satan  filled  thine  heart,  to  lie  to  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and 
keep  back  part  of  the  price  :"  It  is  the  devil  that  fills 
the  lieart  of  people  to  lie,  and  fills  tlieir  heart  to  fwear, 
and  fills  their  heart  to  drink  and  debauch,  and  fills  their 
heart  to  keep  back  what  fervicc  is  due  to  God.  This 
*  commander  is  a  ftrong  man,  and  cannot  be  conquered 
tut  by  a  ftronger.     Yea, 

(4.)  The  ftrength  of  thefe  nations  of  fin  lies  ih  the 
hw  of  jivorks  ;  i  Cor.  "5l\%  56 •  '-'•TV^  ^\^\x*^  ^'l  W \^ 
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the  law."  Sin  hath  dominion  over  all  that  are  under  the 
law,  and  net  under  grace,  l(om.  vi.  14.  and  that  on 
many  accounts,  that  I  cannot  now  infill  upon;  but  parti- 
cularly, among  the  rell,  becaufe,  by  reafon  of  the  origin 
nal  breach  thereof,  they  are  under  tlie  curfe  of  it,  of 
which  curfe  the  llrength  of  fm  is  a  great  part;  fo  that  no 
lefs  power  than  that  which  can  pull  up  the  root,  a  body  of 
fin  and  death,  and  pull  down  ielf  •and  all  the  members' 
of  it,  and  that  can  deitroy  the  devil,  the  captain  of  hell, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  give  full  fatisfaftion  to  tlie  law 
of  the  God  of  heaven  ;  no  lefs  power  can  deftroy  thefe 
nations,  for  here  their  ftrength  lies^, — The  Lord's  put- 
ting them  out,  fuppofes  and-  imports  this  ftrength  and 
power  that  they  have  upon  their  fide. 

2.  It  imports,  that  thefe  nations  of  liifts  and  fpiritual 
enemies  have  the  pofTeffion ;  which,  indeed,  is  alio  a 
great  part  of  their  llrength.  There  would  be  no  need 
of  driving  them  out,  if  they  were  not  in  :  nay,  they  are 
in  poiFeflion;  they  are  in  a£lual  poffeflion  of  the  under- 
ftanding.  of  all  men  by  nature,  who  are  therefore  alienat- 
ed from  the  life  of  God,  through  the  ignorance  that  is  in 

,  them.  They  have  aftual  poffeflion  of  the  will ;  hence 
men  are  not  only  unwilling  to  let  thefe  nations  go  out, 
and  as  unwilling  as  Pharaoh  was  to  let  Ifrael  go,  tho' 
plagued  fr6m  heaven  for  his  wilfulnefs:  but  alfo  the  will 
is  filled  with  enmity  againft  God,  and  rifes  up  in  arms 
and  oppofition  againft  him,  and  in  favours  of  thefe  lulls. 
Yea,  they  have  poffeflion  of  all  the, powers  and  faculties 
of  the  Ibul;  they  are  deeply  rooted  in  the  heart  and  na- 

"ture,  as  the  Jebufites  were  in  the  land  of  Canaan  ;  and 
there  they  ftrongly  fortify  and  deeply  intrench  themfelves, 
fo  that  it  is  no  eafy  work  to  drive  ,them  out :  yea,  as 
they  have  no  will  to  go  out,  fo  out  they  will  never  go, 
till  they  be  driven  by  a  fuperior  power,  as  Chrift 
drove  the  buyers  and  fellers  out  of  the  te^nple,  who 
turned  the  temple  of  God  to  a  den. of  thieves.  There- 
fore, 3,  It 

*  Wherein  the  ftrength  cf  fin  lies,  is  copioiifly  opened  up  from 
thefe  word?,  Tbefircugtb  offn  is  the  la^^^  Vol.  V.  Ser.  LXXIII^&c. 
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3,  It  imports,  an  exerting  of  the  divine  power  in 
oppofition  to  thefe  nations,  in  ordisr  to  their  being  put 
out  and  deftroyed ;  and  that  is  even  the  almighty  power 
of  God  in  Chrift,  by  the  Holy  txhoft  ;  **  If  you,  through 
the  Spirit,  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  you  fliall  live," 
Rom.  viii.  13,  It  is  not  by  the  power  of  natui*e,  or 
free-will ;  "  Not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  my 
Spirit,  fays  the  Lord  of  hofts,'*  Zech.  iv.  6.  When 
the  conqueft  is  adlually  commenced  in  a  foul,  the  Spirit 
of  God  comes  and  gives  battle  to  the  nation3  of  the 
Canaanites ;  the  lulls  and  old  inhabitants  of  the  heart, 
and  takes  poffeflion.  How  he  does  fo,  may  afterwards 
more  appear  :  only,  I  fay  here,  the  Lord's  putting  out 
the  nations,  imports,  that  his  almighty  power  is  ac- 
tually put  forth  for  this  end. 

4.  It  imports,  that  this  power  is  and  Ihall  be  effec- 
tual ;  for  it  is  faid,^  He  will  put  them  out :  he  will 
drive  them  out  of  their  old  quarters,  and  deftroy  them; 
he  will  drive  them  out  of  the  heart,  out  of  the  houfe,  out 
of  the  will,  out  of  the  affetliions,  out  of  all  the  forts  where 
they  ftrengthened  themfelves,and  at  laft  out  of  the  world, 
when  he  completes  his  work  of  fandlification;  for,  "  He 
that  hath  begun  the  good  work,  will  perfeQ:  it,''Phil.i.6. 
And  fure  there  is  no  true-hearted  Ifraelite  here,  but  will 
fay.  Amen  ;  Lord,  haften  the  time  when  thefe  nations 
of  lulls  fhall  be  driven  out  of  my  heart,  and  driven  out 
of  the  world  ;  Lord,  let  them  be  driven  to  hell 'with  the 
devil,  their  captain,  and  let  me  be  quit  of  them  for  ever. 
Well,  the  day  of  their  complete  extirpation  is  a-coming; 
Tbe  Lord  thy  God  will  drive  out  thefe  nations.   But  then. 

Secondly^  The  manner  of  the  conqueft  here  expreft, 
is  vifible  and  remarkable  ;  He  'ivill  drive  them  out  be- 
fore thee.  I  think  this  word  may  import  the  vifible 
and  remarkable  manner  of  the  conqueft  :  and  more 
particularly, 

I.  That  the  Ifrael  of  God  get  a  fight  of  their  enemies. 
Thefe  nations  are  in  their  view,  w^hile  the  Lord  their 
God  is  driving  them  out,  and  while  they,  thro'  grace, 
are  led  to  the  field  of  battle  againft  them :  he  will  drive 
them  out  before  them.  They  that  never  got  a  view  of 
thQir  fins  and  lufts,  nor  o5  \iv^  ^tt.tv'gJcv  qI  \N\€\x  -^^x^'s*-. 
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that  never  faw  their  own  corrupt  nature,  nor  experien- 
ced the  power  of  corruption  in  their  hearts ;  they  are 
yet  living  at  their  eale,  in  the  midll  of  thefc  nations, 
and  under  the  power  thereof:  they  are  alive  without  the 
law,  Rom.  vii.  9.  The  commandment  hath  net  ccme, 
nor  fm  revived,  to  difcover  its  ftrength  to  them  :  they 
are  yet  foldiers  under  the  devil's  banner:  they  have  net 
taken  on  w^ith  Chriit:  the ,  battle  with  the  nations  is  not 
yet  begun;  for  they  never  yet  faw  them,  nor  viewed  and 
Reconnoitred  their' ftrength. 

2.  His  driving  out  the  nations  before  them,  imports, 
that,  through  grace,-  the  Ifrael  of  God  are  made  adive 
herein.  It  is  before  tbce  they  Ihall  be  driven  out.  Be- 
ing afted  by  his  grace,  they  aft ;  being  armed  by  his 
Spirit,  they  fight ;  and,  through  the  Spirit,  mortily  the 
deeds  of  the  body.  It  is  true,  fometimes  the  Ifrael  of 
God  have  nothing  ado  at  all,  but  juft  to  ftand  ftill,  as 
it  were,  to  lee  how  the  waters  will  divide  to  let  them 
through,  and  how  they  will  return  to  drown  and  over- 
whelm their  enemies  :  but,  for  ordinary,  their  work  is 
to  go  forward,  in  the  name  and  ftrength  of  the  Lord 
their  God,  and  give  battle  to  their  enemies,  that  they 
may  be  deftroyed  before  them  ;  and,  under  the  banner 
of  Chrift  Jefus,  the  glorious  Captain  of  falvation,  to  fight 
the  good  fight  of  faith.     Yea, 

3.  His  driving  out  the  nations  before  them,  imports, 
that,  even  when  they  are  called  to  a£l  and  fight,  they 
Ihall  have  no  ground  of  boafting,  but  rather  of  bluftiing, 
when  they  confider  what  part  it  is  they  a£t  in  this  mat- 
ter; for  the  Lord  himfelf  muft  be  the  agent:  The  Lord 
thy  God  v)ill  put  out  the  nations  before  thee.  Ifrael's  Cap- 
tain goes  before  them,  and  leads  the  van  ;  the  Lion  of 
the  tribe  of  Judah  muft  go  before  them,  and  tear  their 
enemies  to  pieces :  it  is  he  that  fubdues  the  nations  un^ 
der  them.  He  hath  gone  before  them  already,  and  had 
a  bloody  battle  with  all  the  nations  of  hell  upon  mouilt 
Calvary;  there  he  fought,  and  overcame  principalities 
and  powers;  there  he  condemned  fin  in  the  flefli,  and  de- 
ftroyed the  ftrength  of  it,  by  nailing  the  law  to  his  crofs, 
Col.'ii.  14.  And  however  the  nations  may  rally  their 
forces  again,   and  feem  formidable  ^.tA  ^tvi^^lvi^^  ^^"^ 
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their  ftrength  baing  broken  at  this  bloody  engagement, 
the  believer  hath  no  more  ado,  in  effect,  but  to  hold 
up  the  red  flag  of  the  blood  of  Chrift  by  faith,  and  then 
he  overcomes  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  Rev.  xii.  i.  The 
great  battle  is  already  fought,  and  the  great  art  of  the 
believer,  in  all  the  leffer  battles  and  ikirmiflies,  lies  in 
letting  his  Captain  before  him,  faying,  *'  t  will  go  in  the 
ftrength  of  the  Lord;  for  in  the  Lord  only  have  I  righte- 
oufnefs  and  ftrength;"  viewing  him  as  before  them  in 
the  field,  according  to  his  promife,  "  The  Lord  thy  God 
will  put  out  thefe  nations  before  thee.'* 

4.  It  may  import,  that  as  the  Lord  their  God  will 
make  their  enemies*  to  flee  before  their  face,  fo  they  Ihali 
be  witneffes  to  the  wonders  of  his  power  in  overthrowing 
the  nations  in  their  way.  The  true  Ifrael  of  God  dare 
hardly  call  themfelves  warriors  againft  their  enemies, 
but  rather  witneffes  to  the  battle  of  the  Lord,  when  he 
fights  for  them,  and  makes  them  overcome,  and  then 
gives  them  the  name  of  conquerors;  yea,  more  than  con- 
querors,  thro'  him  that  loved  them.  He  overcomes  for 
them,  and  then  crowns  them  as  the  overcomers,  faying, 
♦*  To  him  that  overcomes,  will  I  give  to  fit  with  me  in 
my  throrie,  even  as  I  alfo  overcame,  and  am  fet  down 
with  my  Father  in  his  throne."  They  are  witneffes  to 
his  grand  atchievements  and  valiant  exploits  againft  their 
enemies;  for,  his  ordinary  time  of  fighting  remarkably 
for  them,  is,  when  their  ftrength  is  gone,  and  when  he 
fees  their  power  is  gone,  and  there  is  none  fhut  up  or  left, 
by  reafon  of  the  power  of  their  enemies,  Deut.xxxii.36. 
then  he  fteps  in,  and  takes  vengeance  on  their  enemies. 
And,  indeed,  the  day  of  power  is  a  day  remarkable  for 
viflories  over  fin,  Satan,  the  world,  and  the  lufts  thereof. 
Do  you  mind  the  day,  believer,  when  you  thought 
there  was  a  legion  of  devils,  a  nation  of  lufts,  an  army 
of  orruptions,  a  regiment  of  hell  within  j^ou;  but,  be- 
hold, you  got  a  view  of  the  Captain  of  falvation  ready 
to  put  out  thefe  nations  before  you  ;  and  you  got  grace 
to  take  hold  of  him,  to  believe  in  him,  and  fo  to  turn  to 
flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens  ?  Are  there  not  fome  re- 
markable times,  when  you  got  your  feet  fet  upon  the 
ticck  oi your  lufts?  ^^  "By  t\\te.\\\'a.N^  txxwxivx^'  ^  trooij^" 
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fays  David,  Pfal.  xviii.  29.;  ''  and  by  my  God  I  overleap 
wall.'*  It  is  true,  the  conqiieft  is  not  always  remarkable  ; 
for  fometimes  the  nations  compafs  them  about  like  bees, 
and  Iling  them,  and  torment  them,  and  prevail  againft 
them;  Iniquities  prevail  againft  me^i^^sTi2kyf\(X:  yet  they 
never  prevail  fo  far,  but  that  grace  Hill  renews  the  fight,  / 
and  at  laft  obtains  the  vitlory ;  tho'  yet,  thro'  many  ups 
and  downs,  fallings  and  rifmgs,  and  viciifitudes  and 
changes.     Therefore, 

Thirdly^  The  manner  of  the  conqueft  here  expreft,  is 
gradual,  by  little  and  little.  This  is  the  main  point  here 
intended,  with  reference  to  the  manner  of  the  Lord's 
deftroying  the  nations  :  Therefore  I  would  here,  i. 
Show  what  may  be  imported  in  this  his  putting  out  the 
nations  by  little  and  little.  2.  By  what  fevcral  fteps, 
ftroaks,  or  degrees,  he  puts  out  the  nations  in  a  fpiritual 
fenfe. 

i/>,  As  to  the  import  of  this  phrafe,  by  little  and  littl^. 
It  fays, 

i.  That  the  Ifrael  of  God  are  not  to  expedl  that  their 
fpiritual  enemies  will  be  all  vanquilhed  at  the  firft  onfet.  * 
Th(;ugh  the  victory  be  begun,  whenever  the  foul  gets 
into  Chrift,  and  under  his  colours,  who  is  the  Captain 
of  falvation;  yet  the  commencement  of  the  fpiritual  war 
is  not  the  completeiiient  thereof;  nay,  there  may  be 
many  a  battle  before  the  war  be  at  a  clofe,  and  the  vic- 
tory complete  :  for,  though  the  enemy  hath  get  a  dead 
iboak,  and  though  the  nations  of  lulls,  like  the  beaft 
mentioned,  Dan.  vii,  12.  have  theii:  dominion  taken 
away;  yet  their  lives  are  prolonged  for  a  feafon  j  which 
occafions  the  war  to  be  prolonged.     Alfo, 

2.  By  little  and  little^  it  imports,  that  the  vifible  ad- 
vantages over  the  nations  of  fpiritual  enemies  may  be 
very  fmall;  Ifrael  may  be  at  a  time  but  helped  with  a 
little  help,  Dan.  xi.  34. ;  and  get  a  little  reviving  in 
their  bondage,  Ezra  ix.  8.  ;  a  little  viftory  at  a  time ; 
a  fmall  advantage  againft  the  enemy :  but  though  it  be 
fmall,  yet  the  day  of  fmall  things  is  not  lo  be  defpifed, 
Zech.  iv.  10.  for,  as  we  fay,  Many  fiTialls  make  a  great* 
Therefore, 

3.  The  Lc^rd's  putting  lhe\T\'ou\.\yj  \\\.^^s.  'axA\>^:s^a.^ 
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imports,  that  though  the  feveral  foils  be  fniall,  yet  they 
are  fuccefsful ;  for,  by  little  and  little,  the  nations  are 
thus  put  out  and  difoomfited ':  every ^lew  battle  tends  to 
the  ruin  of  the  enemy  more  and  more.  Let  not  the  be- 
liever fay  that  nothing  is  done,  becaufe  fo  little  is  done, 
and  the  enemy  is  yet  alive.  O  be  thankful,  if,  by  little 
and  little,  the  Lord  be  putting  them  out,  and  gradually  * 
diminifhing  their  forces. 

4.  By  little  and  little  ;  it  irtiports,  the  continuation  and 
progrefs  of  the  war,  until  there  be  a  total  extirpation  of 
the  nations.  There  may  be  an  intermiffion  of  ftroaks, 
now  a  ftroak  and  then  a  ftroak  given  to  the  enemy;  but 
no  intermiffion  of  the  war  during  the  militant  ftate;  no 
ceffation  of  arms;  no  proclamation  of  peace  with  the  e- 
nemy;  no  league  with  any  lull  among  the  true  Ifrael  of 
God.  Lulls  may,  indeed,  rife  and  rage,  and  rally  their 
forces  again,  even  after  they  are  routed,  and  a  multi- 
tude of  thefe  nations  may  gather  together;  and  the  be- 
liever may  be  in  great  fears  of  the  iffue,  left  he  be  fwal- 
lowed  up  and  deftroyed  before  them;  till,  by  faith,  he 
get  a  new  recruit  of  auxiliaries,  and  reinforcement  of 
llrength  from  heaven,  and  then  he  will  fay,  with  the 
Pfalmlil,  Pfal.  cxviii.  10,  11.  ''  The  nations  compafled 
me  about,  but  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  will  I  deftroy 
them;  for  then  the  right-hand  of  the  Lord  does  valiantly." 
Yet  ftill  it  is  by  little  and  little;  here  a  little,  and  there 
a  little;  here  a  little  ftroak  given  to  Satan's  kingdom,  and 
there  a  little  ftroak:  here  a  little  dafti  given  to  the  old 
man  and  his  lufts,  and  there  a  little  dalli;  a  little  at  this 
duty,  and  a  little  at  another;  a  little  at  this  fermon,  and 
a  little  at  another  fermon;  a  little  at  this  facrament,  and 
the  other  facrament,  till  the  finiftiing  ftroak  be  given.. 
But  this  leads  to  the  other  queftion  here, 

idly^  By  what  fteps  and  degrees  is  the  conqueft  over 
the  nations  advanced  to  a  total  extirpation  of  them  ? 
Here  I  might  enquire,  .1.  By  what  degrees  the  conqueft 
is  advanced  by  Ifrael's  Captain  in  his  own  perfon  ? 
2.  By  what  degrees  it  is  advanced  by  him  in  their 
perfons  ? 

(i.)  By  what  degrees  the  conqueft  is  advanced  and 
coijjpleted  by  the  Gapiam  c)^  Itc^Oi^  >Cwi  \iQt^  \^{us 
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Chrift,  in  his  own  perfon?  I  will  tell  you  four  remark- 
^ble  periods  of  his  conqueft,  wherein  you  may  fee  four 
remarkable  degrees  thereof. 

1.  The  firft  period  was  the  commencement  of  the  war 
in  paradife,  immediately  after  the  fall  of  Adam  :  there 
he  proclaimed  war  between  the  feed  of  the  woman  and 
the  feed  of  the  ferpent ;  and,  after  the  proclamation, 
during  that  Old-Teftament  period,  he  kept  all  his  fol- 
diers.in  expectation  of  his  appearing,  according  to  that 
promife  and  proclamation,  as  their  Head  and  General ; 
fo  that,  in  the  faith  of  this  coming  Meffias,  tliey  over- 
came, 

2.  The  fscond  period  was  in  the  remarkable  combat 
that  was  betwixt  the  two  heads  of  the  two  contending 
parties  on  mount  Calvary,  Chrift  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  ferpent  on  the  other ;  when,  though  ^the  ferpent 
bruifed  his  heel  unto  blood,  yet  he  brake  the  ferpent's 
head  with  his  bloody  heel,  while  by  death  he  deftroyed 
him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is,  the  devil;  and 
vanquiflied  the  nations  of  hell,  by  deftroying  their  com* 
mander's  power. 

3.  The  third  period  was.  in  the  after-game  that  follow- 
ed  upon  this  memorable  combat ;  when,  in  his  refur- 
redlion  and  afcenfion  unto  heaven,  he  difmantled  all  the 
garrifons  of  Satan,  divided  the  fpoil  with  the  ftrong,  and 
led  captivity  captive  :  which  laid  the  foundation  for  a 
fuccefsful  war  to  his  Ifrael,  carried  on  between  MichaeL 
and  his  angels,  and  the  dragon  and  his  angels  ;  where 
the  dragon  having  got  a  deadly  ftroak,  cannot  prevail, 
Rev.  xii.  7,  8.;  tho'  he  continue  thus  to  rally  his  forces 
againft  heaven,  and  all  that  bend  heavenward  to  the  end 
of  the  world.     And  then  comes, 

4.  The  fourth  period,  in  that  corifummate  ftroak 
which  the  Captain  of  falvation  will  give  to  the  devil  and 
his  armies  at  the  great  day,  when  he  will  come  in  the 
clouds  of  heaven  with  power  and  great  glory:  then  death,, 
and  he  that  had  the  power  of  it,  Ihall  be  utterly  deftroy- 
ed; for.  The  laft  enemy  to  be  deftroyed  is  deaths  I  Cor. 
XV.  56.  From  the  firft  to  the  laft  enemy,  not  one  fhajl 
be  fpared  from  deftruAion  :  then  fin,  and  death  that 
was  brought  in  by  fin,  ihall  bQ  und^x  w.  ^X^x^'^X^'^cw&sx.- 
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ment,  never  more  to  appear  among  the  Ifrael  of  God. 
Thus  you  fee  by  what  iieps  and  degrees  the  conquell  is 
efFsftuated  by  the  Lord  Jefus,  in  his  own  perfon. 

(2.)  By  what  degrees,  fay  you,  is  it  aftually  obtained 
by  him  in  his  members  and  foldiers,  when  he  drives 
out  the  nations  before  them?  Why,  i.  By  little  and 
little,  he  brings  them  to  the  field  of  battle  againft  the  na- 
tions, in  a  day  of  power,  when  the  fpiritual  war  is  bemn- 
2.  By  little  and  little,  he  carries  on  the  conqueft,  till  the 
day  of  death,  when  the  warfare  is  concluded. 

[ig]  I  fay,  by  little  and  little,  he  brings  them  fi>rth 
to  the  field  againll  the  nations  of  lufts  that  Hand  in  their 
way  to  the  heavenly  Canaan,  and  that  in  a  day  of  power, 
in  a  day  of  converfion,  when  the  fpiritual  war  is  com- 
menced in  the  man's  perfon. 

Quest.  How  does  the  Lord  their  God  bring  them 
forth  againft  the  enemy  ? 

I  do  not  limit  the  Lord  to  this  or  that  way  ;  he  is  So- 
vereign: but  I  fpeak  of  the  ordinary  fl:eps  and  degrees, 
by  which  he  brings  any  poor  fmner  that  was  under  the 
power  of  fill  and  Satan,  mixed  with,  and  under  the 
power  of  the  nations  of  hell;,  by  which,  I  fay,  he  brings 
them  to  the  field.  There  are  feveral  fields  that  the  Cap- 
tain of  falvation  leads  them  through,  before  tivey.  be  on  ^ 
the  field  of  battle,  where  the  nations  are  put  out  beforb* 
them. 

I.  He  leads  them  to  the  field, of  confideration,  and 
makes  them  there  bethink  themfelves  what  a  fad  ftate 
and  condition  they  are-  in,  while  waging  war  againft 
heaven,  under  the  devil's  banner.  What  am  I  doing  ? 
and,  where  am  I  going  ?  and,  what  will  be  the  end  of 
thcfe  things,  and  of  living  in  the  fervice  of  thefe  nations 
of  lufts  ?  And,  oh  !  wliere  will  be  my  landing-place  to 
eternity,  if  this  be  my  courfe  ?  Many  never  go  fo  far 
towards  the  heavenly  Canaan,  as  to  ftep  in  to  this  field 
of  confideration :  The  ox  kno^xeth  his  o%vner^  and  the  afs 
bis  maftcr'^s  crib ;  but  Ifrael  doth  not  know,  7ny  people  do 
not  confidin\  Ifa.  i.  3.  But,  ah  I  many  never  fo  much 
as  turn  their  faces  towards  the  field  of  battle  againft 
tlieir  lufts,  fo  long  as  they  do  not  enter  on  this  field  of 
COT/ideration  :  th^reiote>  v?\v^\\\\v^  V^x^Xi^'giw^  ^.<g3od 
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tvork  on  his  people,  he  brings  them  firft  to  confider  their 
ways  ;  "  I  thought  on  my  ways,  and  turned  my  feet  to 
thy  teftimonies."  ]VIay  be  he  brings  them  to  it  by  Ibme 
rouzing  providence,  whereby  he  Hops  their-  career  in 
wickednefs,  and  hedges  up  their  way  with  thorns,  as  he 
flopped  Manafles,  and  held  him  in  the  tlionjs  of  Baby- 
lon, till  he  began  to  confider  and  know  that  the  Lord 
was  God,  and  that  he  was  fig!iting  againft  Gc^d. 

2.  Another  little  advance,  wliere  by  little  and  little  he 
leads. them  forth  to  battle,  is  his  bringing  them  next  to 
the  field  of  concern:  this  natively  follows  upon  due  con- 
fideration.  The  man  is  brmight  to  fee  the  hazard  and 
danger  he  is  compafled  with,  and  to  be  afraid  of  the 
iffue.  Some  may  make  a  Hep  into  the  field  of  confidera- 
tion  a  little,  but  they  prefently  ftep  back  again,  v/ithout 
going  forward  to  the  field  of  concern  :  but,  when  the 
Lord  hath  a  mind  to  bring  one  f<Tward  to  the  camp  for 
war,  he  brings  them  into  the  field  of  great  conv^crn, 
where  they  are  filled  with  a  greater  concern  about  fal- 
vation  than  ever  they  had  about  any  thing  in  the  world, 
faying  with  the  jaylor.  Oh!  What  Jhall  J  dd  to  be  faved? 
And  with  Peter's  hearers,  Me^t  and  brethren^  ^vbat  Jl?all 
v^e  dof  Is  there  any  falvation  for  me,  that  have  been 
•  fighting  againft  God  all  my  days  ? 

■  31  Another  little  advance,  is,  his  bringing  them  from 
Ihe  field  of  concern  to  the  field  of  reftleflncfs,  even  X.?^  a 
reftlcfs  endeavour  to  come  out  of  Satan's  camp,  and 
out  of  that  fad  condition  they  fee  themfelves  into  :  for 
this  concern  about  falvation,  and  fear  of  everlafting  dam- 
nation, makes  them  to  fall  about  the  means  of  relief; 
and  fo  they  read,  and  pray,  and  hear,  and  meditate,  and 
mourn,  and  weep,  and  reform  ;  and  you  would  think 
they  are  by  this  time  beginning  to  fight  againft  the  nati- 
ons of  their  lufts:  but,  however  thefe  means  be  good  in 
themfelves,  and  a  reftleffnefs  in  the  ufe  of  them^  may  be 
wrought  under  the  awakening  influence  of  the  Spirit  of 
God  ;  yet  there  is  fome  other  field  the  man  muft  be 
taken  through,  before  he  be  capable  to  lift  arms  a- 
gainft  his  lufts'in  an  evangelical  and  acceptable  manner: 
for,  as  yet,  his  legal  heart  leads  him  to  nothing  but  a 
legal  warfare,  under  which  his  fpitilw^Wu^^  x^x^^ivcv'^^ 
Vol.  III.  -^Dd  '^^^ 
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in  their  ftrength  and  dominion.  The  man  is  yet  under 
the  law,  and  fo  under  the  dominion  of  fin,  Rom.  vi.  14. 
And  hence,  while  he  is  yet  in  this  field,  he  is  ready  to 
be  filled  with  vain  imaginations,  and  legal  dreams,  like 
the  young  man  in  the  golpel,  that  it  is  by  doing  feme 
good  thinj  or  otlier  he  is  to  have  eternal  life.  In  this 
cafe,  he  may  be  doing  a  great  deal  of  duties,  and  doing 
what  he  can  with  the  greateft  natural  ferioulhefs,  and 
yet  to  no  purpofe  ;  becaufe  he  is  doing  upon  the  princi- 
ple of  the  old  covenant  of  works,  Do  and  live.  There- 
fore, 

5.  Another   little  ad\'ance,    is  the  Lord's    brining 
thein  from  that  field  of  reftlefnefs  to  the  field  of  defpair; 
£>  as  to  defpair  of  help  in  themfelves  and  in  their  en- 
deavours ;  to  defpair  of  ever  getting  viftory  by  their 
legal  diligence;   to  defpair  of  ^fe  by  the  law,  and  their 
own  obedience  thereto.     When  the  foul  is  upon  this 
field,  it  meets  with  the  law,  and  fees  the  extent  and 
fpirituality  of  it,  as  exacting  no  lefs  than  perfeftion;   \ 
internal  perfeftion,  in  heart  and  nature  j  external  per- 
feftion,  in  lip  and  life;  eternal  perfection  in  point  of  con-  1 
tinuance  and  duration  :  for,  "  Curfed  is  every  one  that 
continues  not  in  all  things  written  in  the  book  of  the  law 
to  do  them.''     And  fo  all  this  perfection  it  requires  upon 
pain  of  eternal  death  and  damnation.     Now,  the  com- 
mandment comes,  Rom.  vii.  9. :  ^nd  though  the  man  was 
alive  without  the  law  once,   and  reckoned  be  w^as  right 
enough,  and  fairly  bound  for  the  heavenly  Canaan,  as 
well  as  his   neighbours  ;    yet  the    commandment  thus 
coming,  fin  revives,  and  he  dies;  his  hope  and  expec- 
tation by  the  law,  or  by  his  legal  endeavours,   give  up 
the  ghoft.     Now,  till  a  man  be  brought  to  this  field  of 
defpair,  he  is  not  brought  half-way  to  the  field  of  battle 
a;;^ainft  the  nations  of  enemies  in  his  way  to  Canaan;  but 
when  the   Lord  brings  a  man  to  this  defpair  in  himfelf, 
and  to  defpair  of  relief  from  creatures  and  means,  then 
there  begins  to  be  forae  hope  in  Ifrael  conceniing  him. 
Therefore, 

5.  Another  little  advance,  while  the  Lord  is  bring- 
ing the  man  by  little  and  little  to  the  gofpel-camp,  is 
this  ;    he  brings  \um  itota  \)cve.  S\€^^  t^l  ieft^^k  to  the 
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field  of  hope;  I  mean,  to  a  diftant  fight  of  the  cape  of 
good-hope,  in  the  hearing  of  the  glad  news  of  the  gofpel; 
concernin/]^  the  Captain  9f  falvation,  in  whom  alone  poof 
enflaved  finners  may  be  made  more  than  conquerors 
over  fin,  Satan,  and  the  wMd ;  over  death  and 
hell,  and  all  their  fpiritual  enemies.  The  foul  hears 
of  this  mighty  Captain,  that  he  is  able  to  fave  to  the 
uttermoil ;  and  fo  conceives  hope,  that  perhaps  he  will 
Ihew  mercy,  and  deliver  a  poor  captive.  I  fj>eak  not 
here  of  the  new  and  lively  hope,  that  is  the  fruit  and  efl'ect 
of  faith;  for,  on  this  field  of  hope  that  I  fpeak  of,  the 
man  is  yet  between  hope  and  defpair,  as  it  were  •  this* 
hope  cannot  be  a  helmet  to  him,  while  he  yet  wr  its  the 
ihield  of  faith;  yet  it  is  fuch  a  hop*;,  wrought  by  the  ob- 
jeftive  revelation  of  the  golpel,  as  keeps  him  from  fiuk- 
inginto  utter  difcouragement;  and  excites,  enables,  and 
encourages  him  to  go  forward,  becaurc  he  fees  a  door  of 
hope  open,  in  the  call  of  the  gofpel,  wherein  he  hears 
Ghrift  calling  him  to  come  to  him  freely,  and  receive  his 
grace.  O  there  is  the  door  of  a  new  covenant  open, 
fays  the  man*  within  himfelf;  I  fee  it  is  open  for  the  like 
of  me,  and  I  am  particularly  called  to  come  in  at  this  open 
door:  and  now,  when  the  man  is  brought  to  this,  he  is 
truly  not  far  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  not  far  from 
the  field  of  battle  :  he  needs  but  be  holpen  with  a  little 
help  further,  and  then  this  courfe  is  complete.  There- 
fore, 

6.  Another  little  advance  is,  after  the  foul  is  brought 
over  all  thefe  fields,  by  the  good  hand  of  God  upon  him, 
he  is  brought  to  the  field  of  iaving  faith,  getting  fuch  a 
difco very  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Captain  of  falvation,  by  the 
Spirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  him, 
as  powerfully  determines  him  to  take  on  with  him,  as  a 
volunteer,  being  made  willing  in  the  day  of  power;  and 
being  charmed  with  the  glory  of  his  perfon,  the  freedom 
of  his  grace,  the  holinefs  of  the  ftandard,  and  ruddy 
enfign  dyed  with  his  own  blood.  Here  the  man  fees 
him  girding  his  fword  upon  his  thigh,  even  his  glory  and 
majefty.  By  this  fword  of  glorious  grace,  the  finner  is 
made  a  willing  fubjeft,  a  willing  foldier,  to  follow  the 
glorious  Captain,  and  employ  IVimto  ¥v'^\.^\\\^\:i'^N-'^^'^^ 
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and  drive  out  all  the  nations  of  his  lufts  before  him. 
And  now  the  man  is  a  believer,  and  is  come,  indeed,  i 
to  the  field  of  battle,  being  joined  to  the  Lord  Jefus, 
and  disji)ined  from  his  old  general :  now  he  is,  by  vir- 
tue  of  union  to  Chrill,  intitled  to  a  complete  vi£lory  o- 
ver  all  the  nations  of  enemies  in  his  way,  and  intitled  to 
all  thefe  new  recruits  and  reinforcements  from  heaven, 
that  are  neceffary  for  the  gradual  fubduing  of  the  nations 
before  him,   till  he  win  to  the  pofieflion  of  the  heavenly  , 

Canaan. Thus  you  fee  how,  by  little  and  little^  the 

Lord  brings  them  forth  to  the  field  of  battle  ;  and  by 
what  various  degrees  they  are  brought  from  flavesto  the 
devil  and  their  lufts,  to  be  foldiers  of  Chrift.  But  now, 
as  .by  little  and  little  he  brings  them  to^the  field  of  battle 
againft  the  nations  in  a  day  of  power;  fo, 

[2.]  By  little  and  little  he  carries  on  the  conqueft,  till 
the  day  of  death,  when  the  warfare  is  accompliflied. 
The  text  leads  me  to  fpeak  of  the  Captain's  part;  "  The 
Lord  thy  God  will  put  out  thefe  nations  before  thee,  by 
little  and  little."  And  indeed  his  part  is  the  leading 
part  in  the  All  of  this  conqueft;  for,  without  him  we  can 
do  nothing.  To  engage  with  the  enemy  alone,  and  en- 
counter the  nations  in  our  own  ftrength,  were  madnefs; 
every  luft  will  laugh  at  the  fliaking  of  otir  fpear.  It  is 
Chrift  alone,  and  his  Spirit,  that  can  deftroy  the  nations 
before  him.  But  now,  the  gradual  conqueft,  till  the 
day  of  death,  by  little  and  little,  fpeaks  out  thefe  two 
things  :  i.  That  the  Ifrael  of  God  hath  many  fad  expe- 
riences all  their  days,  that  their  enemies,  the  nations, 
are  not  utterly  deftroyed;  but  are  living  and  lively,  ftrong 
and  prevalent  many  times.  2.  That  they  have  alfo  ma- 
ny fweet  experiences,  all  their  days,  of  fome  little  aid  and 
auxiliaries  from  heaven,  whereby  the  enemy  is  driven 
out,  and  deftroyed,  by  little  and  little,  from  time  to 
time. 

I.  I  fay,  this  gradual  conqueft,  taking  place  till  death, 
and  the  warfare,  fpeaks  out  many  fad  experiences,  that 
the  nations  of  their  lufts,  and  corruptions,  and  fpiritual 
enemies  are  not  utterly  deftroyed;  and  that, not withftand- 
ing  of  their  being  got  fairly  under  the  colours  of  their 
glorious  Captain,  yet  \.\\e^  >wNX\.^\x^>  ?i^\Jcv€\x  d^.^^^that 
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their  enemies  are  livinj^,  lively,  ftrcng,  ard  prevalent:  for 
their  deftruclion  being  but  by  little  and  little,  the  con- 
queft  may  be  many  times  undifcernable,  while  the  power 
of  the  enemy  appears  great  and  formidable,  notwithlland- 
inji^  any  little  advantage  ;;i;ined  at  a  time,  and  while  they 
find  many  dreadhd  I'aliics  and  fuccefsful  cxcurfions  that 
the  enemy  makes  upni  them.  Now,  may  I  not  aflc  the 
Ifrael  of  Gt,d  here,  if  they  have  net  too  many  fad  expe- 
riences of  tiie  yet  remaining  life  and  ftrength  of  the 
enemy  r — Does  not  your  fad  experience  fay,  that  there 
is  a  law  in  your  members, warring  againft  the  law  of  your 
mind,  and  bringing  you  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  fm,  that 
is  in  your  members,  Rom.  vii.  23.';  and  that  you  v/rcftle 
not  againft  flelh  and  blood  only,  but  againft  principalities 
and  powers?  Eph.  vi.  12. — Does  not  fad  experience 
witnefs^  how  violent  your  corruptions  are,  and  h6vv-  impc- 
tuoully  they  break  through  every  hedge,  notwithfland- 
ing  of  your  being  fure  to  be  fcratched  v/ith  thorns  ;  and 
how  eagerly  they  follow  the  bait,  even  when  the  hock 
is  moft  difcernable? — Does  not  fad  experience  witnefs, 
that  it  is  within  you  that  troubles  and  aflaults  you  moft; 
and  that  your  greateft  adverfaries  are  the  men  of  your 
own  houfe;  and  that  in  the  worft  of  times,  there  is  al* 
ways  more  caufe  to  complain  of  an  evil  heart,  than  of 
an  evil  world;  and  that  it  is  this  carnal  heart  efpeciall}^ 
that  clogs  and  incumbers  your  flight  and  motion  towards 
God,  and'  makes,  many  times,  your  choiceft  duties  to 
be  like  a  grievous  talk  ? — Does  not  fad  experience  wit- 
nefs, even  fince  you  was  brought  to  the  field  of  battle 
againft  your  fpiritual  enemies,  that  there  is  more  wick- 
ednefs  in  your  heart,  fiding  with  the  enemy,  than  you 
could  have  believed,  though  it  had  been  told  you  ? 
When  once  a-day  you  got  your  feet  upon  the  necks  of 
your  enemies,  you  could  never  have  thought  they 
v/ould  ever  fo  fearfully  prevait  again  ;  or,  if  you  had 
thought  it,  would  it  not  have  been  a  terror  to  you  ? — 
Does  not  fad  experience  v/itnefs  fuch  a  power  of  corrup- 
tion, that  no  fooner  did  you  ever  begin  to  parly  with  a 
temptation  at  a  diftance,  and  adventure  to  fp(n't  there- 
with, *but  it  quickly  hath  turned  to  eameft,  and  carried 
alj  hefoTQ  it  ?    So  much  fewel  and  ^mtv-^onn^^^  Wc  n\v^ 

D  d  3  ^xv^xc^^ 


42 Z  The  Gradual  Conqeft. 

.enemy  do  you  carry  about  with  you,  that  you  take  fire 
upi/ii  the  fmalleit  touch,  and  are  ready  to  be  blown  up 
with  the  flame  ? — Does  not  fad  experience  witnefs,  how 
Ibon  the  llr;}ngen:  relolution,  even  under  the  fweeteft 
gales,  will  evanilh  ;  that  you  are  not  oft  in  the  evening 
what  you  was  in  the  morning,  nor  for  many  hours  do 
you  keep  the  ground  you  had  attained  ;  and  liow  quick- 
ly you  deitroy  that  which  grace  hath  built,  infomuch, 
that  if  grace  were  not  Itronger  to  fave  and  preierve, 
than  you  are  to  mar  and  deftroy,  you  would  be  undone 
l\jr  ever?  Is  it  not  paft  reckoning,  how  oft  your  heart 
hath  thus  deceived  you  ?  And  is  it  not  plain  that  the 
word  (jf  God  knows  your  heart  better  than  you  do,  de- 
claring it  to  be  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  defperately 
wicked? — Does  not  fad  experience  fhow  you,  that  the 
devil,  v/ho  heads  and  leads  the  nations  of  lufts  and  cor* 
ruptions,  hath  the  advantage  of  the  ground  ;  and  knows 
liovv  to  correfpond  with  your  cormption,  and  fuits  his 
temptation  to  your  natural  temper,  to  your  calling  and 
company,  and  predominant  inclination,  and  even  to 
your  retirement  and  folitude  ;  and.  that  he  can  even 
then  molt  danc^eroufly  tempt,  when  the  temptation  is 
leaft  feen  and  difcovered;  and  that  by  his  temptation  he 
drives  not  only  at  the  bringing  fin  to  the  thoughts,  but 
to  the  adt,  for  putting  fome  blot  upon  your  walk  and 
convcrfation  ? — Dues  not  fad  experience  fliew  you,  that 
it  is  hard,  difficult,  and  dangerous,  to  dance  about  the 
fire,  and  not  be  burnt;  and  that  the  temptation,  which, 
at  a  (^i [lance,  feemed  fmall,  upon  a  near  approach  you 
have  found  had  more  bands  on  your  heart  than  you 
could  have  dreamed  it  would  have  had  ;  and  how  im- 
pollible  it  is,  many  times,  to  fi:op  the  current  to  which, 
through  unwatchfulnefs  you  have  given  a  vent  ? — Does 
not  fad  experience  witnefs,  how  the  power  and  preva- 
lency  of  corruption  hath  confumed  the  vitals  of  your  fpi- 
ritual  life,  and  tumbled  you  down  headlong  into  con- 
fufion  ;  efpecially  when  you  have  given  confcience  a 
wramp,  by  doing  violence  to  light,  in  fiding  with  the 
enemies,  and  adventuring  on  the  occafions  of  a  temp- 
tation? When  you  have  gone,  with  Eeter,  td  the  high- 
prieft's  haflj  without  a>N^Tt;xt.\.ox  -^w  o^'i^^V^Nii  \5;.  t^^t.  coll 
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you  dear,  iiifomuch,  that  you  have  found  bold  finning 
hath  raade  faint  believing,  and  turned  all  your  comfort 
to  the  door,  leaving  nothing  behipd  but  bitteruefs  and 
death?  — Do  you  not  find  your  fins  have  a  weakening, 
captivating,  vexing,  and  tormenting  power? — But  ma- 
ny fad  experiences  of  this  fort,  and  thoufands  of  them 
in  their  life-time,  may  even  tlie  true  Ifrael  of  God  have, 
whereby  they  find,  to  their  fad  coft,  that  the  nations  of 
corruptions  are  alive  and  powerful  j  as  this  gradual  con- 
quell,  by  little  and  little^  declares, 

2,  It  fiiows  alfo,that  they  have  many  fweet  experiences 
on  the  other  hand,  of  fome  little  fuccours  and  auxiliaries, 
fome  fmall  aids  and  fupplies  from  heaven,  whereby  the 
enemy  is  driven  out,  and  deftroyed,  from  time  to  time; 
and  this  all  the  days  of  their  life  alio,  till  the  warfare  be 
accomplifhed  at  death.  I  am  fpeaking  of  thefe  that  have 
been  brought  to  the*  field  of  battle,  as  1  ftiewed  before  ; 
and  how  the  Lor4,  by  little  and  little,  makes  the  nations 
of  lulls  fometimes  to  flee  before  them*  But  by  how 
many  littles^  in  the  believer's  life-time,  this  warfare  is 
carried  on,  who  can  tell  ?  And  how  niany  little  reco- 
veries, little  /evivings,  little  fupplies,  little  fupports, 
little  ftrengthening  meals,  little  fin-killing  antidotes, 
little  foul-reftoring  cordials ;  how  many  of  thefe  little 
fweet  things,  or  fweet  little  things,  the  Lord  their  God 
allows  them,  from  time  to  time,  that  by  little  and  little 
they  may  gain  th.e  day,  is  not  poflible  to  tell,  they 
are  fo  many.  The  poor  fighting  believer  may-  get  a 
thoufand  of  them  in  a  year;  and  ten  thoufands  of  them 
in  his  life-time;  and,  perhaps,  more  than  half  a  fcore 
of  them  at  one  communion, — Sometimes  he  gets  a  little 
new  difcovery  of  the  glorious  Captain,  after  he  hath  been 
long  out  of  fight,  and  hiding  himfelf :  and  a  new  fight 
of  the  glory  of  the  Lor^d  fills  the  Ifraelite's  heart  with 
new  life  and  courage,  and  hope  of  prevailing ;  for  then 
he  fees  Chrift  to  be  a  full  magazine  of  all  military  pro- 
vifion,  and  an  open  magazine  to  give  out  armour  for 
the  war ;  and  fo  he  becomes  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in 
the  power  of  his  might.  Indeed,  fo  many  little  glances  of 
the  glory  of  Chrift  that  the  believer  gets,  fo  many  little 
yifitories  does  he  get  over  the  ewercv^, — 'K^^^v^.^  ^^ytc^^- 
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times  he  getsa  little  out-pouring  of  the  Spirit  of  prayer, 
and  of  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  crying,  Abba,  Father: 
O  Father,  may  he  fay,  pity  a  poor  child,  haraffed  with 
the  devil,  and  captivate  by  the  power  of  indwelling  lulls 
and  corruptions.  O!  but  this  gives  the  believer  a  little 
eafe  and  relief,  when  he  can  get  his  heart  poured  out 
into  the  bjfom  of  his  bell,  and  moll  glorious  friend,  com- 
plaining of  the  tyranny  of  the  tempter,  and  the  prevail- 
ing of  the  nations.  Here  is  a  little  viStory,  when  he 
gets  a  little  grace  to  put  the  enemies  of  his  foul  into  the 
hands  of  his  Captain,  faying.  Vengeance,  Lord  ;  ven- 
geance be  executed  upon  thefe  enemies,  that  diflionour 
thy  name,  and  diilurb  the  peace  of  my  foul. — Again, 
jbmetimcs  he  gets  a  little  difcovery  of  the  enemy's  power 
and  jx>licy,  and  Rrongeft  holds;  fo  as,  knowing  the  depths 
of  Satan,  and  not  being  ignorant  of  his  devices,  the  be- 
liever is  thereby  put  in  cafe  to  be  upon  his  guard  :  and 
efpecially  he  is  made  to  fee  and  obferve  the  old  man  of 
fm,  that  deadly  cut-throat,.  that  lies  within  his  bofom : 
and  while  he  is  bemoaning  himfelf,  with-Ephraim  :  and 
crying  out  with  Paul,  Oh  ^jor etched  piaji  that  I  am!  vjhj 
Jijall  deliver  me  from  this  body  of  death  ?  The  enemy  is 
lofing  ground, — Again,  fometimes  he  gets  a  little  coni- 
rnunication  of  life,  after  a  deadnefs  of  fpirit  that  feized 
him;  and  a  little  recovery,  after  a  fit  of  the  falling-fick- 
nefs  and  backfliding :  and  the  new  communication  of 
life  and  health  to  the  fuul,  makes  him  ftart  up  to  his 
feet  a|L;ain,  renew  the  affault,  and  purfue  the  enemy 
with  more  vigour  and  refolution  than  ever ;  like  a  man 
that  grows  llronger  than  before.  Indeed,  that  fpiritual 
ficknelb  of  the  believer  is  not  unto  death,  but  unto  the  glo- 
ry of  God;  which  his  being  recovered  from,  makes  him 
fight  more  courageoully,  and  v/atch  more  carefully  a- 
gainll  the  enemy  than  ever  lie  did.  Again,  fometimes  he 
gets  a  little  grip  of  a  promife,  fuch  as  that,  I  ^Hl  fubdue 
thine  iniquity  ;  fin  Jhall  not  have  dominion  over  thee  ;  fear 
not  ^  for  I  am  ^ix>ith  thee;  the  God  of  peace  Jhall  bruife  Sa- 
tan under  your  feet  fjortly:  and  having  thefe  promifes, 
he  is  encouraged  to  the  holy  war,  namely,,  to  cleanfe 
himfelf  from  all  filthinefs  of  the  flefli  and  of  the  fpirit,  and 
t^^per/e6t  liclinefe  lu  xV\^  fe^i:  ol  xJcv^\j^^^*    ^^^-»  ^^•^^^ 
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promife  takes  hold  of  his  heart,  and  his  heart  takes  hold 
of  the  promife,  and  therein  he  fees  that  the  ftrength  of 
Ifrael  is  engaged  to  carry  him  through  the  hoft  of  his 
enemies.  And  thus,  every  little  grip  of  a  promife  by 
faith,  is  a  little  vidtory  ;  there  needs  no  more  to  give 
a  chafe  to  the  enemy,  than  a  little  upftirring  of  faith, 
on  a  proraifmg  Gcd  in  Chrift,  and  dependence  on  him, 
under  the  cortduft  of  his  Spirit. — Again,  fometimes  he 
gets  a  little  grace  to  wait  upon  the  LorcJ,  while  the  pro- 
mife is  not  yet  accompliihed,  until  he  bring  forth  judg- 
ment unto  vidlory ;  and,  ''  The  Lord  is  a  God  of  judg- 
ment, bleffed  are  all  they  that  wait  for  him  :  He  that 
believes,  Ihall  not  make  hafte:"  knowing,  "  The  race  is 
not  to  the  fwift,  nor  the  batfle  to  the  Itrong:"  And  hence 
the  believer  will  find  that  his  ftrength  is  to  fit  ftill,  and 
quietly  to  wait  for  the  falvation  of  the  Lord. — ^Again, 
fometimes  he  gets  a  little  godly  forrow,  that  works-re- 
pentance unto  life:  gofpel-repentance,  iffuing  from  a  fight 
of  crucified  Chrill,  brings  along  with  it  a  train  of  artillery 
for  fubduing  the  enemy; "  What  careftilnefs  does  it  work, 
fays  the  apoftle  ;  .yea,  what  clearing  of  ourfelves  ;  yea, 
what  indignation  I  yea,  what  fear;  yea,  what  vehement 
defire;  yea, what  zeal;  yea,  what  revenge?'*  2C0r.vii.11. 
When  the  heart  is  melting  before  the  Lord  in  godly  for. 
row,  O  what  revenge  is  it  meditating  againft  the  nations 
of  lufts  and  corruptions!  O  how  glad  would  the  believer 
be  then  to  wafh  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  all  his  fpiritual 
enemies  !  For,  at  the  fame  time,  he  gets  a  little  refent- 
ment  of  his  own  ingratitude,  faying,  O  do  I  thus  requite 
the  Lord,  O  foolifh  and  unwife?  A  little  holy  fhame  and 
blulhing  before  the  Lord,  at  the  thought^  of  his  own 
brutilhnefs,  faying.  Behold  I  am  vile  I  and  a  little  foul- 
debafement,  calling  indignity  upon  himfelf,  and  giving 
glory  to  the  Lord,  faying,  Trutb^  Lord^  I  am  a  dog^  I 
am  a  bead,  I  am  a  devil ;  but  yet  I  come  to  thee,  to 
call  out  the  devil,  and  get  glory  to  thy  name. — Further,, 
fometimes  he  gets  a  little  intimation  of  peace  and  pardon, 
a  little  fprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Chritt  upon  the  confci- 
ence,  to  purge  it  from  dead  works;  and  alittle  application 
of  that  blood  by  the  hand  of  the  Spirit,  ftiewing  him  that 
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the  blood  of  Chrift  cleanfeth  from  all  fm.  And  this 
bloody  banner  of  the  Lamb,  being  difplayed,  makes  the 
nations  to  flee  before  him:  They  overcome  by  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb, — Sometimes  they  get  a  little  opening  of 
the  heart,  like  Lydia,  at  the  hearing  of  the  word  ;  info- 
much,  that  their  hearts,  that  were  dead  within  them  like 
^  Hone,  or  ever  they  are  aware  take  life  and  need- fire, 
with  a  word  of  grace,  a  word  of  power ;  and  the  more 
the  heart  opens  to  let  in  the  King  of  glory,  the  more  is 
the  enemy  Ihut  out. — ^Sometimes  they  get  a  little  free- 
dom and  boldnefs  at  the  throne  of  grace,  when  they  come 
thither  to  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of 
need :  and  when  there  they  get  a  little  ftrength  to  wreftle 
with  the  Lord  for  a  bleffing,  faying,  i^ord^  I  ^ill  not  let 
thee  go^  till  thou  blefs  me  ;  they  get  even  power  with  God 
himfelf,  as  it  is  faid  of  Jacob,  Hof,  xii.  4.  "  He  had  power 
over  the  angel,  and  prevailed."  And  when  a  man  is  aa 
overcomer  in  this  fenfe,  to  have  power  with  God;  much 
more  will  he  have  power  over  the  nations  of  enemies ; 
**  To  him  that  overcometh,  will  I  give  power  over  the 
nations,"  Rev.  ii.  26. — Sometimes  they  get  a  little 
anointing  of  the  oil  of  gladnefs  wherewith  Chrift  is 
anointed  above  his  fellows  ;  and  when  the  joy  of  the 
Lord  is  their  ftrength  ;  and  a  little  Ihower  of  the  fanfti- 
fying  and  comforting  influences  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift, 
for  watering  their  graces,  and  drowning  their  corrup- 
tions.— Sometimes  they  get  a  little  look  and  glance  of 
the  kind  and  compaflionate  eye  of  Chrift,  even  after  a 
denial,  as  he  gave  to  Peter  ;  and  when  they  find  him 
thus  gracioufly  looking  to  them,  and  kindly  rebuking 
them,  they  go  out  and  weep  bitterly:  and  while  they  are 
ftiedding  the  tears  of  faith,  they  are  fliedding  the  blood 
of  their  enemies. — Sometimes  they  get  a  little  back-look 
upon  an  old  experience  of  the  Lord!s  putting  the  enemy 
to  flight  before  them^faying,  "  I  will  remember  thee  from 
the  land  of  Jordan,  and  of  the  Hermonites,  and  from  the 
hill  Mizar :"  or  a  little  back-look  upon  an  old  promife 
that  the  Lord  gave  them  with  power:  and  when  they  are 
helped  to  plead  it,  faying,  ^'  Lord,  remember  the  word  on 
which  thou  haft  caufed  me  to  hope  ;"  the  enemy  gets  a 
nQw  dafh. — ^Sometmies  x\\ey  ^^x.  ^X\x.xX.^  ^>$^m^^^^  the 
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door  of  hope  in  \ht  valley  of  Achor,  the  lively  hope  of 
the  heavenly  Canaan  through  the  refurredtion  of  Chrift: 
and  this  hope  is  the  finevvs  of  the  holy  war;  for  as  hope 
makes  not  afliamed,  fo  he  that  hath  this  hope  purifies 
himfelf ;  and,  according  to  the  meafure  of  this  hope,  is 
the  meafure  of  viftory. — Sometimes  they  get  a  little  pull 
of  the  cord  of  love,  fo  as  to  get  the  love  of  God  Ihed  a- 
brcad  upcm  their  heart,  and'then  the  love  of  Chrift  con- 
llrains  them  ;  the  love  of  the  Captain  draws  them  to  the 
field,  where  love  is  the  fignal  for  war ;  Chriil's  love,  I 
mean:  ''  His  banner  over  mc  was  love,"  fays  the  church. 
His  love  both  leads  the  van,  and  fences  the  rear ;  and, 
when  the  flame  of  his  love  to  them  kindles  a  flame  of 
love  in  their  hearts  to  him,  then  a  flaming  fword  is  drawn 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  the  banner  of  love  beats  down 
the  nations.' — ^Again,  they  fometimes  get  a  little  fpiritual. 
fenfe  to  carry  on  the  fpiritual  war ;  for  inftance,  fome- 
times  a  little  hearing  of  the  vpice  of  Chrift,  fo  as  to  know 
the  powerful  found  of  it  among  a  thoufand  -voices  ;  and 
then  their  heart  leaps  within  them,  faying,.  "  It  is  the 
voice  of  my  Beloved  ;  behold,  he  cometh  Ikipping  upon 
the  mountains,  and  leaping  upon  the  hills." — Sometimes 
they  get  a  little  fight  of  God  in  Chrift,  and  then  they  can 
endure  hardfliip,  as  good  foldiers  of  Chrift :  thus  they  en- 
dure, as  feeing  him  that  is  invifible  ;  counting  the  re- 
proach of  Chrift  greater  riches  than  all  the  treafures  of 
Egypt. — Sometimes  they  get  a  little  touch  of  the  hem  of 
Chrift's  garment  by  faith  ;  a  little  touch  of  his  name,  his 
offices,  his  blood,  his  righteoufnefs,  or  whatever  hem  it  be ; 
virtue  comes  from  him  to  ftop  the  bloody  ifTue,  and  ftop 
the  enemies  motion.- — Sometimes  they  get  a  little  tafte 
that  the  Lord  is  gracious  ;  and  it  is  like  the  tafte  of 
Jonathan's  honey-comb:  the  more  they  tafte  of  the  honey 
of  free-grace,  the  greater  is  4:he  flaughter  they  make  a- 
mong  the  Philiftines.-^Sometimes  they  get  a  little  fmell 
of  the  Rofe  of  Sharon,  and  tjie  Lily  of  the  valley,  and  it 
reftores  their  fainting  foul :  all  Chrift's  garments  are  faid 
to  fmell  of  aloes,  myrrh,  and  caffia:  and  the  believer  may 
be  faid  to  get  a  fmell  of  the  raiment,  a  fmell  of  the  rofe, 
when  Chrift  is  precious  to  him  above  all  things.  And  when 
all  thefeipiritualfenfesare  exerdfe<5i^\b.^u^t.'^'K^^^^^'^^^ 
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to  be  exercifing  their  arms,  making  havock  among  their 
enemies,  and  fuccefsfully  gaining  ground  upon  them. — 
In  a  word,  he  gives  them  fometimes  a  little  breathing 
in  the  air  of  fpiritual  meditation ;  "  My  meditation  of 
him  ftiall  be  fweet :"  and  when  Chrift  is  fwe'et,  fin  is 
bitter,  and  the  battle  againft  it  a  bitter  battle.  He  gives 
them  here  a  little,  and  there  a  little;  and,  by  little  and 
little,  puts  out  the  nations^  before  them. 

I  have  mentioned  many  particulars  ;  but  yet  there  is 
no  fpcaking  of  all  the  littles  that  believers  wiU  experience, 
during  the  time  of  their  warfare  :  only,  thus  you  fee 
how,  by  little  and  little,  their  Captain  brings  them  to 
the  field  of  battle ;  and  how,  by  little  and  little,  he  car- 
ries on  the  conqueft  in  their  hand :  it  is  the  Lord  their 
God  alone  that  does  it ;  it  is  he  that  conquered  their 
enemies  ;  it  is  he  that  helps  them  to  chafe  the  conquer- 
ed, for  it  is  he  that  bought  their  armour ;  he  bought 
their  Ihield,  and  fword,  and  breafl:-plate,  and  helmet  ; 
and  it  is  he,  that  as  he  bought  them  with  his  blood,  fo 
he  puts  on  their  weapons,  and  girds  them  with  ftrength 
for  war.  It  is  he  that  rubs  off  the  ruft  off  their  arms, 
when  at  any  time  they  are  out  of  ufe,  by  blowing  up 
their  graces,  and  giving  them  ftrength  to  exercife  grace: 
and  it  is  he  that  carries  on  the  viftory  to  perfedlion,  by 
giving  power  to  the  faint;  and  to  him  that  hath  no  might 
he  encreafeth  ftrength,  from  time  to  time,  till  in  death 
he  end  the  warfare,  by  driving  out  all  the  nations,  fo 
as  never  to  be  feen  again.  The  Lord  thy  God^  nu III  put 
out  theft  nations^  before  tbee^  by  little  and  little. 

VI.  The  Sixth  thing  propofed,  was,  to  give  the 
f eafons  of  the  doflrinc.     It  might  here  be  aflced, 

i/>,  Why  the  Lord  their  God,  and  he  alone,  does 
put  out  the  nations  before  them?  Thereafon  is,  be- 
caufe  he  alone  can  do  it,  for  he  is  the  Lord;  tliey 
would  never  be  put  out,  if  he  did  it  not :  and  he  .alone 
will  do  it,  becaufe  he  is  their  God,-  and  thus  ftands  en- 
gaged by  promife  and  covenant  fo  to  do  :  The  Lord  thy 
God  uhII  put  out  tbefe  nations  before  thee.      But, 

^dly^  Why  will  he  do  it  fo  gradually,  by  little  and 
littki  Why  does  he  Aet  etv^vri\^^  \n\\)cvo\x\.  ^xA^f\^\\v\\Ni^ 
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to  annoy  his  people,  feeing  it  is  eafy  for  him  to  deftroy 
them  all  inllantly  ?  Why  will  he  deftroy  them  gradual- 
ly, by  little  and  little?  Ther<i  is  much  of  infinite  wifdom 
to  be  obferved  in  this  difpofure  >  and  therefore  I  would 
offer  fome  particulars  for  reprefenting  the  beauty  of 
this  method. 

1.  It  is  by  little  and  little  he  puts  tliem  out,  \vithput\ 
deftroying  them  at  once,  that  by  them  he  may  prove  ^ 
his  people.  Judges  ii.  22.  Some  Canaanites  were  ftill 
left  remaining,  to  prove  whether  tliey  will  keep  the  way 
of  the  Lord  :  thefe  Canaanites  were  enemies  to  their 
peace,  enemies  to  their  profeffion,  that  fought  their 
bodies  overthrow,'  and  their  fouls  ruin;  and  they  are 
left  to  prove  whether  they  will  cleave  ftill  to  God's  com- 
mand,  or  whether  they  v/ill  follow  the  abominations  of 
the  wickedi  Obferve  it  then.  Sirs,  we  muft  look  to 
find  enemies;  outward  enemies  to  the  peace  of  the 
church,  and  to  the  truth  of  the  gofpel ;  inward  ene- 
mies to  the  graces  and  comforts  of  the  foul :  and  this 
combat,  thus  continued  in  Ifrael,  ferves  to  prove  whe- 
ther our  graces  be  counterfeit  or  not ;  for  they  only  are 
true  Ifraelites,  that  are  ftill  taking  up  arms  againft  the 
devil,  the  world,  and  the  flefh,  and  all  the  nations  of  the 
Canaanites.  By  this  then  it  is  evidenced  who  are  tnie 
Ifraelites,  and  who  not. 

2.  It  is  by  little  and  little  that  he  will  put  out  the  na- 
tions before  Ifrael,  that  thus  they  may  be  ftill*  learning 
to  exercife  their  arms;  I  mean,  that  their  graces  may  be 
exercifed,  and  particularly  their  militant  graces.  There 
are  fome  graces  would  be  for  little  or  no  ufe,  if  no 
Canaanites  and  corruptions  were  left :  the  fpecial  ufe  of 
faith,  hope,  and  patience,  is  for  helping  the  believer  to 
furmount  die  difficulties  that  are  now  in  his  way.  Many 
other  graces  there  are,  that  there  would  be  no  ufe  for, 
if  all  our  enemies  and  corruptions  were  deftroyed  at 
once  :  triumphant  graces,  fuch  as  love  and  joy  in  their 
perfection,  would  make  a  perfed  heaven.  But  there 
are  militant  graces,  that  muft  be  exercifed  alfo,  whilfe 
we  are  on  earth,  and  which  there  are  no  ufe  for  in  hea- 
ven :  for  example,  if  all  wants  were  fupplied  fully,  there 
would  be  no  need  of  poverty  oi  iijj\x\\.  •,   \l  ^  ^xns*  n^^\^ 
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wholly  deftroyed,  there  would  be  no  need  of  godly  forrow; 
if  death  were  already  fwallowed  up  in  vit"lory,  there 
would  be  no  need  of  the  defire  of  death,  nor  longing  for 
heaven;  if  vifion  were  already  come,  there  would  be  no 
need  of  faith,  as  it  is  a  nailitant  grace,  fighting  its  way 
many  times  through  doubts  and  fears,  and  want  of  fight 
and  fenfe  ;  if  fruition  were  come,  there  would  be  no 
need  of  ^hope  ;  if  all  trouble  were  at  an  end,  there  would 
be  no  need  of  patience.  But  this  fhield  of  faith,  and 
helmet  of  hope,  and  other  parts  of  the  Chriftian  armour, 
mull  be  exercifed  :  therefore  the  nations  are  not  wholly 
defl:royed,  but  by  little  and  little.     Again, 

3.  It  is  by  little  and  little  they  are  put  out,  for  the 
advantage  of  the  militant  faints  in  many  refpecls :  as  it 
is  fit  they  Ihould  fight,  before  they  triumph  ;  and  that 
they  war  as  foldiers  on  earth,  before  they  reign  as  kings 
in  heaven  ;  fince  no  man  is  crowned,  except  he  drive 
lawfully,  2  Tim.  ii.  5.  So  it  tends  to  enhance  heaven, 
and  make  them  prize  and  value  it  more,  when  it  is  at- 
tained through  many  difficulties,  troubles,  and  oppofiti- 
ons  :  and  by  this  means  they  come  to  have  fvveet  con- 
formity to  their  blefied  Captain  of  falvation,  who  was 
made  perfeft  through  fufFering  ;  and  it  is  their  honour 
to  tread  his  fteps,  who  endured  the  contradidlion  of  fin- 
ners  againfl:  hinifelf,  and  fought  his  way. — This  contri- 
butes alfo  to  the  believer's  comfort  at  the  ifFue  of  every 
confli6l,  as  a  fafe  haven  is  very  comfortable  to  a  mari- 
ner that  hath  been  toft  at  fea. — This  method  ferves  not 
only  for  the  believer's  comfort,  but  for  his  inftruclion 
and  correftion:  for  his  inftruftion,  becaufe  thus  he  learns 
more  and  more  to  be  humble  and  dependent;  all  boaftin;]; 
is  excluded  by  this  means,  while  he  finds  his  enemies  ftill 
living,  and  lively,  and  ftrong;  for  he  looks  with  a  hum- 
ble eye  upon  himfelf,  knowing  his  own  utter  infuffici- 
ency  for  grappling  with  thefe  enemies,  and  difficulties, 
and  oppofitions  in  his  way  ;  and  with  a  dependent  eye 
upon  Chrift,  that  his  grace  may  be  fufficient  for  him,  and 
his  ftrength  perfected  in  weaknefs :  tjius  he  glories  in  his 
infirmities,  that  the  power  of  Chrift  may  reft  upon  him. 
And  as  it  is  advantageous  for  their  neceflary  inftruftion, 
{0  for  their  neceffary  cotY^eCvoxv,  Vtv^xs.  \^\^>}  ^-t^  ^^j^tvtv<^ 
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and  remifs  in  ufing  the  means,  and  improving  the  ad- 
vantages for  driving  out  the  Canaanites,  indulging  the 
flelh  and  the  corruptions  thereof;  as  it  is  faid  of  Ifrael, 
Numb,  xxxiii.  55.  If  they  would  not  driv^  out  the  in- 
habitants of  tljie  lands,  then  it  fhould  come  to  pafs,  that 
thefe  which  they  let  remain  fliould  be  pricks  in  their 
eyes,  and  thorns  in  their  fides,  to  vex  them.  This  is 
one  olf  the  fevereft  ways  of  chaftifing  them,  when,  to 
reprove  them  for  one  fin  and  lull,  he  lets  them  fall  into 
the  hands  of  another ;  and  yet,  in  mercy  to  the  true 
Ifrael  of  God,  curing  their  difeafe  in  the  iflue  :  as  he  let 
Peter  fall  into  a  threefold  pit  among  his  enemies  hands, 
for  curing  his  felf-confidence.  One  would  think,  the 
cure  was  worfe  than  the  difeafe ;  but  our  Lord  hath 
fometimes  very  fearful  ways  of  correfting  and  curing 
the  fouls  of  his  own  people. 

4.  It  is  by  little  and  little  that  the  Lord  puts  out  the 
nations  before  them,  to  commend  the  excellency  of  the 
deliverance  we  have  by  Chrifl:,  Though  there  be  no 
condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Chrift  ;  yet,  for  their 
humiliation,  God  fufFers  their  enemies  to  live  among 
them,  and  fin  to  live  in  them,  and  oftentimes  to  afflift 
them,  that  they  may  know  the  benefit  they  have  by 
grace,  while  they  make  continual  recourfe  to  him  for 
help.  .It  is  but  little  we  can  take  up  at  once,  by  reafon 
of  our  want  of  capacity;  therefore  he  gives  one  deliver- 
ance at  this  time,  and  another  deliverance  at  that  time, 
and  a  third  deliverance  at  another  time ;  and  fo  on  from 
time  to  time,  that^  we  may  know  how  much  we  are 
obliged  to  him. 

5.  He  delivers  them  by  little  and  little,  to  fliew  the 
greatnefs  of  his  glory,  as  the  Captain  of  falvation.  He 
Ihews  the  glory  of  his  power,  in  keeping  us,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  great  danger  we  are  continually  in,  while 
the  enemy  is  alive  within  us,  without  us,  and  round 
about  us.  How  greatly  does  his  power  appear,  in  pre- 
ferving  the  tofled  ark  amidft  all  the  waves  and  billows 
of  adverfity  that  dafti  againfl:  it,  and  in  keeping  the 
burning  bufli  from  being  confumed?  He  ftiewsthe  glory 
of  his  triumphant  arms,  like  fome  famous  conquerors  in 
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battle,  who,  though  they  may,  yet  will  not  put  all  their 
enemies  to  the  edge  of  the  fvvord,  but  will  take  fome 
captives,  and  others  they  will  keep  alive  againft  their 
day  of  triumph,  and  then  to  fufFer  death,  to  the  greater 
fliame  of  the  conquered,  and  the  greater  glory  of  the 
conqueror.  When  Jofhua  had  difcomfited  thefe  five 
kings  that  fought  againft  Gibeon,  chap.  x.  he  would 
not  flay  them  ,inftgntly,  but  ftiut  them  up  in  a  cave 
clofely,  intending,  when  the  battle  was  fully  ended, 
to  put  them  to  death  openly  :  fo  our  great  General  and 
Captain,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  he  ftrikes  through  kings 
in  the  day  of  his  wrath  ;  he  leads  captivity  captive;  he 
fliuts  up  fome  of  the  kings  and  commanders  of  the  hellifli 
nations,  into  the  cave  of  the  heart,-^where  they  may  rage, 
yet  they  cannot,  rule  any  more;  and  at  la  ft  crowns  the 
folemnity  of  his  triumph,  by  making  a  fliew  of  them 
openly,  and  deftroying  fhem  utterly. 

6.  He  deftroys  them  by  little  and  little,  that  he  may 
counterplot  the  enemies  in  their  own  plot,  and  fight  them 
with  their  o>vn  weapons.  It  is  the  plot  of  hell,  by  little 
and  little,  to  deftroy  finners ;  yea,  and  to  wear  out  the 
faints  of  the  moftHigh,  Dan.  vii.  25.  by  one  temptation 
on  the  back  of  another;  therefore,  by  little  and  little 
the  Lord  will  defeat  the  defign  of  the  devil,  and  take 
ihe  wife  in  their  own  craftinefs.  The  wifdom  of  heaven 
can  eafily  counterplot  the  policy  of  hell  :  yea,  thus  he 
fights  the  enemy,  and  beats  him  with  his  own  weapons. 
The  tempter  comes  fometimes,  and  bruifes  the  believ- 
er's heel,  as  he  did  Chrift's  ;  upon  which  the  believer 
is  ftirred  up  to  look  again  to  him  that  was  bruifed  for 
his  iniquity,  and  then  the  devil  is  fure  to  get  as  good  as 
he  gave  ;  for  the  bruifed  heel,  he  gets  a  broken  head. 
Perhaps,  fome  temptation  gives  the  believer  a  trip,  and 
down  he  falls  ;  but  the  wife  Captain  makes  ufe  of  that 
very  fall,  for  giving  the  devil,  and  his  hofts,  a  greater 
foil  than  ever ;  for,  after  that  fall,  the  believer  goes 
alone,  with  Peter,  and  weeps  it  out :  and  watches,  and 
prays,  and  fights  better  than  he  did  before. 

7.  It  is  by  little  and  little  that  the  Lord  conquers  the 
nations  of  enemies  in  the  way  to  the  heavenly  Canaan,  * 
jbecau/e,  by  little  and  \\\x\e>  Vvvs.  ^^o^\^^\\vA  V^  made 
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ready  for  it ;  '*  By  little  and  little  I  will  drive  them  cut 
from  before  thee,  till  thou  be  increafed,  and  inherit 
the  land,"  Exod*  xxiii.  30.  As  the  Canaanites  had 
kept  poffefficn  till  Ifrael  was  gn-wn  into  a  }>eople  ;  lo 
.  there  were  to  be  fome  remains  of  them,  till  Ilrael  Ihould 
grow  fo  numerous,  as  to  replenilh  the  whole.  The  land 
of  Canaan  had  room  enough  to  receive  Ifrael,  but  Ifrael 
was  not  yet  numerous  enough  to  poffefs  Canaan  :  even 
fo  here,  the  true  Ifrael  of  God  mull  be  made  ready  for 
the  heavenly  Canaan,  before  they  conic  there.  They 
are  not  always  in  aftual  readinefs,  therefore  there  is 
fome  fervice  they  have  to  do  for  their  Captain,  ft;me 
battle  they  have  to  fight  with  the  enemy:  they  muft  have 
fome  more  experience,  and  learn  fome  more  leffons  ; 
therefore  their  poiTeflion  of  Canaan  is  delayed  till  they 
be  ready  for  it. 

8.  It  is  by  little  and  little  that  the  Loixl  drives  out  the 
nations  before  them,  left  the  beafts  of  the  field  il^creafe 
upon  them;  to  allude  to  that  word  which  immediatclv 
follows  the  text,  which  we  have  alfo,  Exod.  xxiii.  9. 
*'  I  will  not  drive  them  out  before  thee  in  one  year,  left 
the  land  become  defolate,  and  the  beafts  of  the  field  mul- 
tiply againft  thee.''  And  thus  it  is  with  the  children  of 
God;  if  they  had  not  enemies  without  and  within,  and 
oppofitions  in  their  way,  there  are  fome  dangerous  beafts 
that  would  be  ready  to  increafe  upon  them  :  Fur  in- 
ftance,  there  is  a  beaft  they  call  pride,  that  might  grow 
upon  you,  if  you  had  no  enemies  to  fight  v/ith  ;  and 
while  yet  you  are  not  ready  for  heaven,  and  fanftlfica- 
tion  is  incomplete.  Hence  a  thorn  in  the  flefii  was  given  . 
to  Paul,  that  he  might  not  be  exalted  above  meafure.  Is 
not  the  thorn  in  the  flefti  well  ordered,  that  prevents 
confidence  in  the  flefti?— There  is  a  beaft,  they  call  fecu- 
rity,  might  grow  upon  you  ;  but  now  enemies  are  ou 
all  hands  of  you,  to  prevent  your  falling  afleep,  and  to 
keep  you  both  watching  and  waking,  and  conftantly  on 
your  guard. — There  is  a  beaft  they  call  prefumption,that 
might  grow  upon  you,  and  make  you  think  you  were 
able  to  gQ  forward  to  heaven  upon  your  own  legs,  and 
in  your  own  fti^ngth,  if  you  found  no  fuch  enemy  ia 
the  way.-^There  is  another  beaft ^  iVt-^  ciNS.  ^q^xV^i- 
.   Vol.  III.  -^  E.  e  'TcCxcv^- 
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miiulednefs,  that  might  grow  upon  you  ;  if  you  get  no 
adverfaries   and  adverfities  to  vex  you,  and  wean  you 
froni  the  world  ;   you  would  be   in  danger  of  faying, 
It  is  ^ood  to  be  here  :  but  now  the  wars  and  battles,  in 
your  way  to  heaven,  make  you  fay  with  your  heart,  0 
it  is  better  to  be  there. — There  is  a  beaft,  a  filthy  brute 
beaft,  that  they  call  fen  fuality,  that  might  grov/  upon 
yi:u,   believer,  that  might  make  you  lukewarrn  and  fcr- 
mal  in  all  your  duties,  as  well  as  carnal,  and  light,  and 
vain  in  the  intervals  of  duties  :    but  the  fight  of  your 
ibiritual  enemies  on  the  field  will  make  you  fee  a  need 
to  be  fpiritual^   zealous,  earneft,   and  fervent  in  fpirit, 
fcrving  the  Lord, — There  is  alfo  a  filthy  dumb  beaft,  that 
they  call  forgetfulnefs,  that  would  certainly  grow  upon 
your  hand,  and  be  very  dangerous  to  your  foul  and  fpi- 
ritual  welfare,    if   your  enemies    v/ere  all    defl:royed; 
•therefore  God  fays,  Pfal.  lix.  ii.  Slay  them  not^  left  my 
people  forget.     If  the  execution  were  quick  and  hafty, 
the   impreffions  of  it  would  not  be  deep  and  durable. 
Swift  deftruftions  ftartle   men  for  the  prefent,  but  they 
are  foon  forgotten;  therefore,  when  we  think  that  God's 
judgments  upon  the  nations  of   our  fpiritual    enemies 
come  on  but  very  flowly,  we  muft  conclude  that  Gcd 
hath  wife    and  holy  ends  in  that  gradual  procedure; 
Sltjy  them  not^  left  my  people  forget.    They  v/ould  forget 
to  pray,   if. they  had  not  enemies  to  pray  againft ;   they 
would  forret  to  praife,   if  they  had  not  llill  new  deliver- 
ances to  praife  him  for:  they  would  forget  to  pity  thefe 
tiiat  are  afflidled  and  toffed  with  tempeftslike  themfelves: 
they  v/Quld  forget  their  Captain,  and  their  duty  of  living 
by  faith  and  dependence  ori  him:   they  would  forget  to 
take  v/ith  their  proper  name,  faying.   Truths  Lord^  I  am 
a  dog :  they  would  forget  to  mourn  for  fin,  and  repent; 
they  would  forget  their  own  weaknefs,  and  their  deliver- 
er's power;  and,  like  Jefhurun,  in  profperity  would  wax 
fat,  and  forget  God  that  made  them,  and  lightly  efteem 
the  rock  of  their  falvation:  they  would  forget  to  fing  the 
jong  of  Mofes  and  the  Lamb,  at  the  fide  of  the  Red-fea 
of  the   Lamb's  blood,   where  their  enemies  are  always 
drowned;  even  to  fiug,  faying^  "  The  Lord  hath  trium- 
phed gloriouily,  t\\e\voY^^  ^\\$iVv5»x\$i.^'^V'^Nic^V^\!^^^ 
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into  the  fea;  the  Lord  is  a  man  of  war,  the  Lord  is  his 
name/'  Exod.  xv.  i.  &c.;  they  would  forget  to  fpeakof 
the  wonders  of  his  mercy  from  time  to  time,  and  to  give 
him  the  glory  due  unto  liis  name:  they  would  f6rget  to 
employ  him  upon  every  new  attack  of  the  enemy,  fay- 
ing, ''  Lord,  thou  haft  d(?livereJ;  and  in  thee  we  trull 
that  thou  wilt  deliver."  Better  the  cnerny  live  and  rage, 
and  be  not  utterly  deftroyed,  than  that  Chrilt  want  em- 
ployment at  your  hand,  and  get  n^Jt  the  glory  of  execut- 
ing his  faving  ofRce  in  your  time  of  need.  Y(  u  would 
hardly  think  that  fo  much  advantage  fhould  accrue  to 
thfe  ifrael  of  God,  by  the   naticms  of  their  enemies  not 

being  deftroyed   at  once,  but  by  little  and  little. 

You  fee  fome  of  the  filthy  beafts  that  would  increafe 
upon  you,  if  the  Lord  did  not  fpare  fome  of  your  fpi- 
ritual  enemies,  devils,  and  lufts  ;  which,  though  they 
may  be  called  all  beafts  together,  yet  herein  ihines  in- 
finite wifdom  in  fparing  one  beaft  to  deftroy  another  : 
he  ma5^  let  carnality  live  in  a  believer  fometimes,  to  kill 
his  pride;  much  ignorance  remain,  to  kill  his  felf-wif- 
dom;  much  wandering  in,  and  indifpofition  for  duty,  to 
kill  his  felf-righteoufnefs. 

Now,  as  it  is  with  believers  in  particular,  fo  with  the 
church  in  general ;  why  does  God  fuffer  tyrants,  and 
Atheifts,  and  hypocrites,  and  heretics  to  live  among 
them,  and  vex  them,  but  for  reaching  many,  if  not  all, 
of  thefe  ends  that  I  have  been  naming.  When  the 
churcli  was  in  adverfity  under  the  primitive  ten  perfecu- 
tions,  then  religion  flouriflied ;  the  life  of  the  tyrants 
tended  to  the  life  of  religion  in  the  perfecuted  church  : 
but  when  the  Roman  emperors  became  Chriftian,  and 
friendly  to  the  church,  then  pride  and  fecurity  crept  in 
with  their  profperous  ftate ;  the  beafts  of  the  field  in- 
creafed  fo  much,  that,  by  degrees,  a  blafphemous  beaft 
affumed  the  very  name  and  office  of  being  the  head  of 
the  church,  even  a  beaft  with  feven  heads  and  ten  horns, 
mentioned.  Rev.  xiii.  i.;  I  mean,  the  Roman  Antichpift. 
And- then,  why  hath  a  nation  of  heretics,  with  erroneous 
principles  and  doftrines,  been  fpared  and  continued  in 
the  church  from  time  to  time,  but  that  the  frl^wd^  c£ 
truth  might   have  occafion  to  cV^at   9a\^  Vyw^v^"^^- '^''-n 
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and  to  contend  earneftl/  for  the  faith  once  delivered  ta 
the  faints  ?  ''  There  mull  be  herefies,"  fays  the  apolUe, 
*'  that  they  that  are  approven  may  be  made  manifeft:" 
there  muft  be  errors,  that  truth  may  be  more  clearly 
difcovered  and  maintained.  Some  •  precious  truths  had 
never  been  fet  into  fuch  a  clear  light,  if  oppofite  errors 
had  not  been  vented  far  darkening  the  fame.  Thus  our 
Covenant-obligations  in  Scotland  are  denied  by  fome, 
that  their  obligation  may  be  the  more  aficrted  by  others: 
thus  alfo  there  is  an  ungodly  nation  left  alive^  that  the 
godly  may  be  diflinguiihed  from  them',  and  exercifed 
the  more  unto  godlinefs  ;  and  a  hypocritical  nation,  that 
true  Ifraelites,  that  are  fo  indeed,  may  try  themfelves, 
and  become  the  more-fincere  and  upright.  ■ 

VIT.  Tlie  Application  now  remains  to  be  fpoken  to. 
Is  it  fj,  that  as  the  true  Ifrael  of  God  have  nations  in 
their  way  to  the  poffeffion  of  the  heavenly  Canaan,  fo 
the  Lord  their  God  will  conquer  thefe  nations  by  little 
and  little  ? 

i/>,  It  may  be  applied  in  a  word  of  dehortation  and 
caution  in.  thefe  four  particulars  : 

I.  Beware  of  thinking  that  you  may  fafely  negleft-the 
means,  becaufe  this  work  of  putting  out  the  nations  be- 
longs wholly  to  the  Lord.  This  were  a  lazy  Antino- 
mian  conclufion,  drawn  from  fuch  proniifes,  as  rather 
bear  the  greateft  encouragement  in  the  world  to  make 
a  diligent  ufe  of  the  means.  If  it  be  a  good  reafon  of 
working  out  our  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling,  that 
the  Lord  works  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do,  which  is 
the  apollle's  argument,  Phil.  ii.  12,  13.;  then  it  is  as 
good  a  reafon  for  warring,  and  ufmg  all  the  means  ne- 
ceffary  f)r  accomplifhing  this  fpiritual  v/arfarc,  that  it  is 
the  Lord  our  God  that  conquers  the  enemy  for  us  by  lit- 
tle and  little.  Yea,  this  is  fuch  a  neceffary  confideration, 
that,  take  away  tliis  argument,  and  there  remains  no 
encouragement  to  ufe  the  means  at  all:  and  hence  it  is  . 
only  believers  that  are  capable  of  this  fpiritual  warfare; 
and  only  believers  in  Chriil  that  are  capable  of  the  right 
and  diligent  ufe  of  \.\\e  \\\eti\\^  that  relate  thereunto: 
for  they  C[\nnQt  be  ufeA  d\3\y^  V:xX\u\^\^\';x>S£^^\>v^^^^^ 
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CQuragement,  *'  The  Lord  thy  God  will  go  before  thee,'* 
to  conquer  the  nations  of  enemies  in  your  way.  Unbe- 
lievers, indeed,  ought  to  ufe  the  means,  becaufe  the 
Lord  commands  the  ufe  thereof;  and  therefore,  for  the 
Lord's  faice,  neglect  no  commanded  duty  and  ordinance 
wherein  the  L^rd  ufes  to  be  found.  But  yet  I  fay  a- 
gain,  never  will  any  i'jul  ufe  the  means  aright,  and  ac- 
ceptably, till  fumetiiing  of  the  real  true  faith  of  this  en- 
couragement excite  him:  therefore,  O  believer,  negleft 
not  to  read,  and  hear,  and  pray,  and  meditate,  and  ufe 
all  commanded  duties  and  ordinances;  for  there  you 
muft  exped  to  meet  with  your  Captain,  that  hath  en- 
gaged to  put  out  the  nations  before  thee. 

2.  Beware  of  thinking  that  the  ftrength  of  the  warfare 
lies  upon  you,  becaufe  you  are  obliged  to  ufe  the  means; 
and  that  it  is  your  ufing  the  means  that  will  do  the  bu- 
fmefs.  As  the  former  is  a  lazy,  fo  this  is  a  legal  thought, 
and  as  pernicious  and  deH:ru(!:live  as  the  other :  for,  if 
you  lean  upon  the  means,  and  think  that  your  reading, 
praying,  hearing,  and  the  like,  will  drive  out  the  na- 
tions, bring  down  the  b^^dy  of  death,  or  fubdue  one 
corruption,  that  were  a  beating  your  enemies  with  a 
f\Vord  of  ftraw  :  fuch  a  fleihly  weapon  will  never  draw 
blood  of  your  fpiritual  enemies ;  and,  inftead,  of  get- 
ting victory  over  your  fins  by  fuch  legal  weapons,  you 
are  brought  under  greater  bondage;  Per  as  many  as  are 
cf  the  viorks  of  the  la^^  are  under  the  curfe:  and  to  be 
under  the  law,  is  to  be  under  the  dominion  of  fm  ;  for. 
The  Strength  of  fm  is  the  la^.  This  legal  method  then 
\wtt§  to  be  opening  a  fore-door  to  let  out  the  enemy, 
and,  at  the  far^e  time,  opening  a  back-door  to  let  th-em 
in,  and  that  with  more  advantage  againftyou  than  ever. 
As  it  is  a  dangerous  extreme  to  negle£l  means,  upon 
pretext  that  Ghrill  muft  do  all,  fmce  his  doipg  all  is  the 
great-eft  encouragement  thereunto;  fo  it  is  as  dangerous 
on  the  other  hand  to  ufe  means,  upon  a  notion  that  you 
muft  do  all,  or  that  the  weight  of  the  warfare  depends 
upon  you,  and  your  duties:  for  your  entertaining  that 
notion,  is  the  greateft  difcouragement  in  the  world  to 
the  ufe  of  the  means,  and  gives  your  enemies  the  great- 
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eft  advantage  againft  you,    even  in  that  wherein  you 
think  to  defeat  them. 

3.  Beware  of  thinking  that  you  may  lawfully  enter 
into  a  league  with  any  of  your  enemies,  becaufe  they  are 
not  to  be  deltroyed  but  by  little  and  little.  See  what 
God  fays  to  Ifraei,  with  refpedl  to  the  Canaanites,  verfe 
2.  of  this  chapter  where  the  text  lies,  and  elfewhere; 
*^  Thou  flialt  make  no  covenant  with  them,  nor  Ihew 
mercy  to  them."  While  we  are  ihov/ing  that  fanclifica- 
tion  and  mortification  is  not  perfetled  in  the  faints  while 
they  are  hbre,  and  that  the  nations  of  lulls  even  in  their 
heart,  are  not  all  to  be  deilroyed  in  this  world  j  fome  car- 
nal heart  may  be  rbady  to  think,  My  blefling  on  the  mu 
niller,  who,  by  this  dodlrine,  makes  me  think  I  may  get 
to  heaven  tho'  my  lufts  be  not  all  deftroyed,  and  tho'  I 
indulge  myfclf  in  fome  of  the  pleafures  of  the  flelh;  and, 
I  hope,  '  I  may  have  peace,  .though  I  walk  in  the  ima- 
gination of  my  hfeart,  adding  drunkennefs  to  thirlK'  and 
o:ie  iin  to  another.  Say  you  fo,  man,  woman?  I  mult 
tell  you,  that  your  fpeech  bewrays  you,  that  you  are  not 
an  Ifraelite, bound  for  the  heavenly  Canaan;  for,  curfed 
is  that  peace  that  is  confiflent  with  a  Handing  league  and 
covenant  with  any  lull  whatfoever.  Such  are  in  covenant 
with  death,  and  at  agreement  v/ith  hell;  and,  ^'  There 
is  no  peace,  faith  my  God,  to  the  wicked."  The  chil- 
dren of  God  dare  not  maintain  a  league  with  any  lull, 
n^r  will  they  ihew  mercy  on  their  moll  darling  lulls: 
nay,  as  it  is  faid  of  fome,  that  their  tender  mercies  are 
cruelty  ;  fo  I  may  fay  of  the  believer,  in  tliis  cafe,  that 
his  moll  tender  mercy  toward  his  moft  beloved  lull  is 
cruelty;  when  he  ads  like  himfelf,  he  is  lb  cruel-heart- 
ed, he  would  cut  the  throat  of  it,  if  he  could,  and  even 
of  all  his  lulls. 

4,  Beware  of  thinking  that  believers  have  no  advan- 
tage againit  the  nations  of  their  enemies,  fins  and  lulls, 
more  than  others,  becaufe  they  are  not  utterly  deltroy- 
ed :  nor  let  believers  themfelvcs  think,  that  becaufe 
their  deliverance  is  not  efiedled  prefently,  therefore  it 
will  never  be  efFe£led;  for  the  Lord  their  God  is  upon 
tJje  dellroying  work,  only  he  will  take  his  own  time 

Siud  his  uwn  way  Xo  \v\^  o^'tv  >nqxV^  ^^^  \a^  ^vgns.  ^.wl 
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way  both  is  the  bcfl:  :  Tlie  Lord  thy  God  will  do  it  by 
little  and  little.  Hence  a  believer  may  be  getting  ad- 
vantage, and  gaining  j^/round  upon  corruptions  and  luits, 
iCven  when  he  leels  them  Itirring  and  raging  molt  vio- 
lently :  it  may  be  they  have  got  a  dead  itroak  for  all 
that;  as  a  bea^i:  that  haih  got  a  death's  blow,  may  break: 
ofF  from  thole  that  arc  holding  It,  and  turn  mure  m:^d 
than  ever,  and  yet  will  die  at  length  of  the  fame  blow. 
The  devil  may  rage  moll,  when  he  -.news  that  his  time 
is  ihort,  and  that  he*  will  be  foon  call  out,  and  Iprulfed 
under  feet.  Corruption  is  not  always  ilrcngcll,  wlien 
its  motions  are  moli:  felt ;  it  may  be  llrongell,  wheu 
tlie  llremjjth  of  it  is  not  i'c(^n. 


-*&'■ 


Ufe  2.  The  fecond  ufe  may  be  for  Information.  LTany 
things  might  be  here  inferred ;  as, 

I.  Hence  we  may  fee  the  privilege  even  of  a  vifible 
church,  whom  the  Lord  l\ath  not  utterly  forfakcn,  tho' 
filled  with  fm,  as  it  is  faid,  Jer.  li.  5.    As  tliey  have  the 
Lord  for  their  God,  in  the  fenfe  that  I  explained  before, 
and  as  Ifrael  here  was  privileged;   fo,  by  virtue  of  that 
relation  to   God  as  their  God,  tliey  may  have  manifold 
mercies  in  common  among  them,    as  a  mixed  vifible 
church,   beyond  the  rell  of  the  world  :   the  Lord  may 
appear  for  them  againll  the  heathen  nations  that  are 
about  them,   and  that  are  among  them;  and  he  may  do 
great  things  for  them,  by  virtue  of  that  relation  that  he 
ftands  in  to  them  as  their  God,   and  they  his  profeffing 
people.     As  this  tej^t  relates  to  Ifrael  of  old  literally,  it 
reprefents  a  privilege  common  to  all  that  people,  namely, 
the  Lord's  driving  out  the  nations  of  the  Ganaanitcs  be- 
fore them  ;  and  may  v/e  not  fay.  The  Lord  hath  in  like 
manner  dealt  with  us,  particularly  in  the  church  of  Scot- 
land, feveral  times? — As  the  Lord  planted  a  church  here 
very  early,  not  many  years  after  Chrift's  afcenfion ;  fo  by 
little  and  little,  he  drove  out  the  heatlien  nations  before  us: 
when  our  own  forefathers  were  a  race  of  blind  Pagans 
here,  the  Lord  deftroyed  that  idolatry,  and  gradually 
<;nlarged  his  church,  till,  in  procefs  of  time,  Popery  en- 
tering in,  we  were  over-run  with  Antichrillian  nations. 
But  Jo,  whtn  tliQ  time  to  favour  Ta^ii  w*^^  ^^ovtw^\\ 
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nierin,  the  time  of  the  Reformation  from  Popery,  the 
Lord  was  pleafcd  to  drive  out  ihefe  other  nations  before 
US  by  little  and  little,  and  gradually  carried  on  the  Re- 
formation-work, and  that  by  the  method  of  folemn  co-  ] 
venanting  with  him ;  and  this  covenanting  work  was 
carried  on  by  little  and  little,  again  and  again,  till  the 
whole  nation  came  under  folemn  oblii^ations  this  wav. 
As  Ifrael  avouched  the  Lord  to  be  their  God,  by  folemn 
covenants,  that  weTc  binding  and  obligatary  upon  them 
and  their  polterity  after  them  ;  fo,  in  this  duty  of  vow- 
ing to  tlic  Lord,  which  is  a  moral  duty,  and  confcquent- 
ly  incumbent  on  the  churcli  of  God  under  the  new,  as 
well  as  old  difnenf\ition,  and  not  like  th^  types  and  flia- 
dows  that  were  to  be  done  away:  in  this  moral  duty,  I 
fay,  we  in  our  tbrcfathers  followed  the  example  of  the 
church  of  Gcd  in  fcripturc,  by  entering  into  folemn  co- 
venant  with  him;  which  work  the  Lord,  in  many  fignal 
ways,  countenanced  wath  his  prefence,  in  the  remark- 
nble  cRufton  and  out-p^uring  of  the  Spirit,  to  the  con- 
vcrfion  ( f  multitudes.  It  is  the  glory  of  a  church, 
•whe!i  God  avouches  them  for  his  people,  by  the  ex- 
ternal dii'penfation  of  the  covenant  of  grace  ;  and  it 
is  alfo  tlie  glory  of  a  church,  when  tiiey  avouch 
God  to  be  their  God,  in  a  moft  folemn  Covenant 
of  duty  and  fervice.  This  was  a  pa'rt  of  Scotland's 
glory,  attended  with  internal  difplays  of  the  power  and 
gloiy  of  God  in  tlie  fanftuary. — To  prove  the  obligati- 
on of  thefe  Covenants  upon  pofcerity  to  all  generations, 
v;ere,  I  fuppole,  needlcfs  in  this  auditory ;  neither 
would  time  allow  me  to  iafifl  here  :  but  I  think,  to  dif- 
parage  thefe  Covenants,  and  to  deny  the  obligation 
thereof,  is  to  caft  dung  upon  our  glory,  and  to  tread 
our  honour  in  the  dull ;  j^ea,  I  think  it  worfe  than  the 
breaking,  burning,  and  burying  of  them  :  for  a  broken 
covenant  may  be  mended  again;  a  burnt  covenant  may 
come  forth  out  of  the  furnace  again;  j-ea,  a  buried  Co- 
venant may  rife  again,  when  God  raifes  up  a  Reforma- 
tion fpirit:  but  to  befpatter  the  reputation  of  them,  and 
impugn  the  obligation  of  them,  is,  I  think,  to  render 
them  odious  to  all  generations,  inftead  of  binding  upn 
fhem. — But  no\v,  ^^  out  ^^Iothv^^vq^  ^'^'s*  ^?ct\\5t4  q^x 
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by  little  and  little  ;  fo,  when  it  is  upcler  a  decay  in  many 
refpea.s,  let  us  look  to  the  Lord  our  God,  that,  by 
little  and  lit.tle,  it  may  be  revived  again,  in  the  Lord's 
ijv^'n  time  and  way. 

2.  As  we  fee  hence  tiie  privileges  of  a  vifible  church; 
fo  the  fpecial  and  peculiar  privilege  of  the  true  Ifr^el  of 
Ood,  the  charch  fpiritual  and  in  vifible,  though  militant 
on  earth:  the  Lord  their  God  will  cail  out  the  nations 
before  them. in  a  fpiritual  fenfe,  and  that  by  little  and 
iittle.  May  it  not  be  faid  of  them,  as  it  is,  Deut.  xxxiii. 
29.  "  Happy  art  thou,  O  Ifrael;  who  is  like  unto  tliee, 
O  people  laved  by  the  Lord,  who  is  the  fliield  of  thy  help, 
and  the  fword  of  thine  excellency  :"  And  verfe  27. 
**  The  eternal  God  is  thy  refuge^  underneath  are  his 
everlafting  arms  :  He  iliall  thrull'out  the  enemy  before 
tliee,  and  fliall  fay,  Deftroy  them."  What  though  all 
the  nations  of  the  world  were  againft  them,  outward 
and  inward;  the  nations  of  earth  and  hell  both?  Yet  he, 
who  is  the  King  of  nations,  is  for  them ;  and  if  God 
be  for  them,  who  can  be  againft  them  ?  He  can  deftroy 
nations  for  their  fake;  "  I  gave  Egypt  for  thy  i^anfom; 
Ethiopia  and  Seba  for  thee."  The  nations  may  fight, 
but  cannot  prevail ;  nay,  the  gates  of  hell  can  never 
prevail  againft  them.  Why  ?  They  have  the  Lord  for 
their  God  ;  and  tlieir  God  is  their  guard.  And  as  the 
common  relation  that  God  ftands  in  to  a  mixed  vifible 
church,  intitles  them  to  many  privileges  while  that 
relation  ftands  ;  fo  the  fpecial  relation  that  the  true 
Ifrael  of  God  ftand  in  to  him,  as  their  God  in  Chrift, 
by  a  fpiritual,  indiflblvable  union,  intitles  them  to  all 
fpiritual  blefiings  and  deliverances.  However  difficult 
and  dangerous  their  way  to  the  heavenly  Canaan  is, 
by  reafon  of  the  numerous  oppofing  nations,  wliich  they 
can  never  deftroy  of  themfelves  ;  yet  their  God  and  Cap- 
tain leads  the  van, and  drives  out  the  nationsbefQre  them. 

3.  See  here  the  miferable  cafe  of  tlie  nations  that  know 
not  God,  and  are  enemies  to  the  people  of  God.  Why,lifcc 
the  CL'.i*fed  Canaanites,  they  are  devoted  to  deftruftion ; 
they  vex  themfelves  in  vain,  when  they  fight  againft  the 
L.ord  and  his  anointed.  The  Lord  God  of  Ifrael  is  to 
drive  them  out ;  yea,  he  will  dtm  ^Jci^xxxXftV^^^  ^Cs^s^^ 
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continue  in  their  enmity  againft  God  and  his  people : 
"  The  wicked  ihall  be  turned  into  hell,  and  all  the 
nations  that  forget  God."  Yea,  the  greateft  mifery  of 
all  the  wicked,  that  remain  in  a  Chriftlefs  flate,  lies  in 
this,  though  they  do  not  lee  it  to  be  their  niilery,  namely> 
that  they  are  under  the  power  of  all  the  nations  of  hell, 
under  the  power  of  the  devil  and  their  lufts,  and  in 
league  with  the  nations  that  oppofe  the  true  Ifrael  of 
God,  in  their  way  to  the  heavenly  Canaan. 

4.  Hence  we  may  fee  the  reafon  of  the  multiplied  ^ 
experiences  of  the  believer,  both  fad  andfweet;  becaufe 
the  nations  are  call  out  before  him  by  little  and  little, 
and  not  utterly  dellroyed  while  he  is  here.  Hence  many 
lad  tales  he  hath  to  tell  of  the  nations  compaffing  him 
about;  iniquities  prevailing  againft  him;  and  lulls  again 
and  again,  and  a  thoufand  times,  ftirring,  and  working, 
and  warring,  and  overthrowing  hiiH,  and  treading  upon 
him.  And,  on' the  other  hand,  notwithftanding  all  this, 
he  hath  many  fweet  tidings  to  narrate  of  the  Lord's 
humbling  and  healing,  convincing  and  converting  him: 
many  convictions, many  converlions  doesr  he  get  from  time 
to  time;  and  the  next  conviQiion  more  deep  than  the  for- 
mer, and  the  next  converfion  more  fweet  than  the  for- 
mer ;  and  one  converfion  on  the  back  of  another,  be- 
caufe of  one  defection  on  the  back  of  another,  through 
the  power  of  the  nations  of  hell  within  and  without  him. 
As  a  dying  faint  that  was  allied,  when  he  was  converted? 
faid,4i[e  had  been  converted  a  hundred  times:'  fo,  in  this 
fcnfc,  it  is  poflible  fome  believeVs,  of  long  Handing,  may 
be .  converted  a  hundred  times,  and  a  hundred  too. 
That  faints  may  need  converfion,  is  plain  from  what 
Ghrift  faid  to  Peter,  who  was  a  faint,  ''  When  thou  art 
converted,  firengthen  thy  brethren."  Yea,  every  new 
converfion  of  the  believer,  may  be  more  remarkable 
than  another,  while  the  Lord  is  thus,  by  little  and  little, 
deftroying  the  enemy;  becaufe  every  touch  of  the  nations 
power  and  policy,  in  drawing  him  afide  from  the  Lord, 
and  the  recurring  power  of  corruption,  is  fo  horrible 
and  monftrous  to  him,  that  he  thinks  with  himfelf.  Oh! 
will  ever  the  Lord  return  again  to  the  like  of  me  ?  And, 
whQxi  the  Lord  returns,  \\^  >woivJk.\'2>  v^^^t^  xJcv-^ca  ^v^r. 
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5.  Hence  we  may  fee,  why  there  is  no  jufliflcation 
by  the  deeds  qf  the  law,  nor  mortification  by  the  mea^is 
of  the  law:  no  jufliflcation  by  legal  works,  nor  fandlifi« 
cation  and  mortification  by  legal  means.  How  dees  this 
follow,  fay  you  ?  Indeed  it  is  plain,  there  can  be  no 
jailification  by  the  deeds  of  the  law;  for  the  bell  believer 
on  earth  mull  own,  tliat  at  bell  he  hath  two  nations  in 
his  womb,  and  the  company  of  two  armies;  an  army  of 
lufts,  and  an  army  of  graces;  the  fielh  lulling  againlt  the 
Spirit,  as  we'll  as  the  Spirit  againfl  the  llefli:  and  when 
he  finds  nations  of  lufts  and  corruptions  in  his  wcmb, 
in  his  heart,  can  he  expedt  to  be  jullified  by  the  deeds 
of  the  law,  by  a  legal  righteoufnefs  of  his  own  ?  Nc; 
he  is  made  content  to  be  obliged  to  grace,  free  grace, 
through  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  for  jufliflcation. — 
And  as  there  is  no  jufliflcation  by  legal  works,  fo  there 
is  no  mortiflcation  by  legal  means ;  they  never  faw  the 
power  of  corruption,  that  are  not  convinced  of  this, 
that  nothing  in  the  world  but  the  power  of  God  can 
deflroy  it  :  The  Lord  thy  God  will  put  out  tbcfe  nations 
before  thee^  by  little  and  little.  O  Sirs,  pity  ignorant 
Papifts,  that  think  their  whipping,  and  fcourging,  and 
beating  themfclves,  will  do  it :  pity  ignorant  profelFors, 
that  think  their  falling,  and  praying,  and  legal  endeav- 
ours',  will  do  it.  It  is  true,  our  Lord  fpeaks  of  fome  devils 
that  go  not  out  but  by  falling  and  prayer:  not  that  thefe 
means  of  thiemfelves  do  it ;  nay,  let  our  Lord  explain 
his  own  word  ;  The  Lord  thy  God  ^ill futout  thefe  na- 
tions;  he  will  fubdue  your  iniquities:  fuch  things  go  not 
forth  but  by  falling  and  prayer;  that  is,  by  Chrift  Jefus, 
fought  and  found  in  thefe  means.  Negleft  not  the 
means  then  ;  but,  for  the  Lord's  fake,  remember,  that 
if  you  go  forth  againft  lufts  in  the  flrength  of  means,  or' 
only  with  a  verbal  mention  of  the  ftrength  of  Chrift, 
without  ever  hiaving  taken  on  with  this  glorious  Captain, 
or  being  joined  to  him  in  order  to  draw  ftrength  from 
him,  your  Leviathan  lufts  will  but  laugh  at  the  fliaking 
of  your  fpear.     Therefore, 

6.  Hence  we  may  fee  where  the  believer's  ftrength  lies. 
You  heard  before  where  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy  lies^ 
but  now,  YfYiQxc  lies  the  ftrexi^\v  qI  ^-^Ylx-^^^^^^^^ 


444  ^^^^  Gradual  Conqueft. 

Even  in  the  God  of  ifracl,  the  King  of  Ifrael :  ^he 
Lord  thy  God  huHI  put  out  theft  nations  before  tbee*^ 
Plal.  Ixxiii.  25.  "  My  flelh  and  heart  faileth  ;  but  God 
is  the  ilrength  of  my  heart,  and  my  portion  for  ever." 
My  outward  advantages,  inward  vigour,  and  all  fail 
me;  but  my  God  will  not  fail  me.  More 'particularly, 
IfraePs  ftrength  lies  in  God,  as  manifefting  himfelf  in 
Chrift.  There  are  two  things  in  Chrifr  that  Ilrength 
lies  in,  for  the  believer's  fafety  and  deliverance  from 
the  power  of  fin,  and  viftory  over  the  nations  of  lulls 
and  devils  :  One  is  the  blood  of  Chrifl ;  we  overcome 
by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  The  death  of  Chrift  was 
the  death  of  fm,  for  he  nailed  fm  to  the  crofs,  and  de- 
ftroyed  th-e  deviPs  power.  Another  is  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift,  who  being  in  the  believer,  greater  is  he  that  is 
in  them,  than  he  that  is  in  the  world ;  and  the  Spirit 
mortifies  fm.  Here  lies  the  believer's  great  ftrength,  for 
aciual  mortification  of  fin,  an4  vidlory  over  it ;  *'  If  ye 
through  the  Spirit  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  ye  ftiall 
live,"  Rom.  viii.  13.  And  the  Spirit  carries  on  this  work, 

(i.)  By  the  application  of  the  death  of  Chrift  to  the 
foul ;  for,  it  is  the  virtue  floAving  forth  from  tlie  death 
of  Chrifl,  that  deftroys  fin  ;  and  the  Spirit  applies  that 
virtue,  and  implants  the  foul  into  Chrift,  that  being 
ingrafted  in  him,  and  unite  to  him,  the  fin-killing, 
foul-quickening  virtue  of  Chrift  may  flow  in  to  the 
believer. 

(2.)  By  the  implantation  of  grace,  and  of  grace  con- 
trary to  corruption  :  in  oppofition  to  unbelief,  he  im- 
plants faith  ;  in  oppofition  to  enmity,  he  implants  luvc; 
in  oppofition  to  flavifli  fear,  he  implants  fortitude  and 
fpiritual  courage. 

(3.)  By  the  excitation  of  the  grace  he  hath  implanted; 
which,  though  it  be  aftive  in  itfelf,  yet,  by  reafon  of 
our  indifpofition,  needs  to  be  v/hetted  and  adluated : 
when  the  Spirit  lets  grace  alone,  fin  revives,  and  gathers 
ftrength. 

(4.)  By  drawing  forth  faith,  efpeclally  to  a  lively  ex- 
ercife;  and  then  this  is  the  vi6tory  whereby  we  overcome 
the  world,  even  our  faith;  while  the  Spirit  of  faith  draws 
forth  the  grace  of  h\l\v ;  lot  i^\!Oa  c^xtv^^  Ni.^^  \\i^  fe\il  to 
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him  in  whom  llrength  lies  ;  and  then  fays,  "  lean  do 
all  things  through  Chrift  ftrengthening  me :."  And  faith 
employs  the  ftrength  of  Chrilt  againll  the  ftrength  of  the 
enemy,  and  fo  triumphs  in  its  noble  General,  being 
ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might.  Faith 
begets  in  the  foul  an  antipathy  againft  all  fins  and  lulls, 
purifying  the  heart,  and  letting  it  direflly  againft  fin. 
Tell  a  carnal  heart,  fin  lies  at  the  door ;  why,  let  it 
come  in,  it  is  a  friend  of  mine  :  but,  acquaint  a  believer, 
exerciiing  faith,  that  there  is  fin  in  fuch  a  thing ;  Oh ! 
it  is  an  abomination.  Faith  difcoyers  the' danger  the 
foul  is  in  by  the  nations  of  lufts  that  encompafs  it,  and 
excites  all  the  faculties  of  the  foul  to  rife  up  againft  it, 
faying,* 'Rife,  Samfon,  for  the  Phihftines  are  upon  thee;" 
canft  thou  fleep  in  the  midft  of  troops  and  armies  of  lufts  ? 
And  fo  it  rouzes  the  foul  to  figh,  and  groan,  and  pant, 
ajid  pray,  and  cry,  and  wrelile  ;  and  fo  t^  overcome, 
under  the  ftandard  of  the  glorious  Captain. 

Ufe  3.  The  third  Ufe  is  for  Examination.  Hence 
we  may  fee  matter  for  trying  our  ftate  by:  What  is  the 
mark  of  a  candidate  for  heaven,  a  traveller  to  Canaan? 
Why,  The  Lord  bis  God  is  drivijig  out  the  nations  before 
hiniy  by  little  attd  little.  Is  the  battle  with  the  nations 
commenced,  and  fairly  begun  ?  And,  is  the  Lord  grad- 
ually carrying  it  on  ? 

QuKST.  Hovv"  fliall  I  know  if  the  war  is  commenced, 
and  progreflively  going  forward  ? 

Answ.  For  a  fulution  of  this  inquiry,  you  may  take 
a  mark  or  two  out  of  the  bofom  of  the  text. 

I.  Have  you  got  a  view  of  the  nations,  that*are  in 
your  way  ?  I  mean,  a  view  and  difcovery  of  your  cor- 
ruption, your  original  and  aflual  fin,  and  your  natural 
bondage  and  flavery  by  reafon  thereof?  Have  you  feen 
nations  of  lufts  within  you  ?  And  have  you  feen  them 
to  be  fuch  powerful  nations,  that  nothing  but  the  power 
of  omnipotence  can  drive  out  ?  And,  confequently, 
have  feen  your  own  utter  i.mpotency  to  drive  them  out 
ofyourfclf?  Have  you  feen  them  to  be  fuch  politic, 
nations,  and  fo  fraudulent,  that  nothing  but  the  infinite  ' 
wifdom  of  God  cOuld  cotxnXeraQ:  \\v\'3^  \i»^\Q?j  sS.\sKi\\ 
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knowing  your  heart  to  be  deceitful  above  all  things,  as 
well  as  defperately  wicked  ?  Have  you  feen  thq^m  to  be 
fuch  fpiritual  nations,  fpiritual  wickedneffes  in  high 
places,  that  no  carnal  weapon  could  avail  in  this  war- 
fare, but  only  fuch  fpiritual  Vv^eapons  as  are  mighty, 
through  God,  to  the  pulling  down  of  the  ftrong  holds  J 
Have  you  feen  them  to  be  fach  numerous  nations,  that 
your  name  is  legion;  a  legion  of  lulls,  a  legion  of  devils, 
that  nothing  but  a  word  from  Jefus  can  put  out?— 
Now,  this  mark  excludes  all  that  never  faw  themfelves, 
and  their  own  natural  bondage  and  thraldom ;  they  are 
yet  ferving  the  nations,  which  they  ought  to  be  driving 
out.  They  who  know  the  plagues  of  their  own  heart, 
and  have  experienced  the  p  )wer  of  thefe  nations  in  their 
way,  look  more  like  the  travellers  to  Canaan.  But  take 
this  mark  in  conjunftion  with  what  follows. 

2.  Have  you  got  a  difcovery  of  a  God  in  Chrift,  the 
glorious  Captain  of  falvation,inwhom  alone  your  help  and 
falvation  lies,  and  who  alone  can  put  out  thefe  nations 
before  you  ?  Hath  the  Spirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation 
in  the  knowledge  of  Chrifl:  been  given  to  you;  fo  as  to 
reveal  Chrift  in  you,  and  fo  as  you  have  fometime  or  other 
got  Chrift  in  you  the  hope  of  glory,  Chinft  in  you  the  hope 
of  victory  ?  Have  you  feen  Chrift,  as  a  victorious  Con- 
queror, triumphing  over  all  the  nations  of  fpiritual  ene- 
mies,^'Travelling  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  ftrength,  treading 
the  wine-prefs  alone,  when  of  the  people  there  was  none 
with  him,  ftaining  all  his  raiment  with  the  blood  of  the 
enemy,  and  trampling  them  iil  his  fury  ;"  as  this  is  ele- 
gantly reprefented,  Ifa.  Ixiii.  1,2,3.  Have  you  feen  help 
laid  upon  One  that  is  mighty,  One  whofe  name  is  Jesus 
and  Jehovah  both  ?  JiiiiovAH  is  his  name,  in  the  firii: 
word  of  our  text;  and  his  name  is  called  Jesus,  becaufe 
he  faves  his  people  from  their  fins.  As  many  difcoveries 
as  you  have  got  of  the  glory  of  Chrift  as  the  Captain  of 
falvation,  fo  many  marks  of  victory  begun  have  you. — 
But  this  mark  excludes  all  that  never  get  their  eyes  open- 
ed to  fee  any  form  or  comelinefs  in  Chrift,  or  any  beauty, 
wherefore  they  lliould  defire  him  :  and  hence  the  beauty 
and  glory  of  a  prefent  world  bulks  more  in  their  eyes. 

J,  Hiath  tlie  difcovery  o^  \\\q.  ^j^ix^  ol  >Jcv^  ^vv^^ov^^wr 
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loofed  your  heart  from  all  other  lords  and  lovers,  and 
joined  your  heart  unto  him  as  the  Lord  your  God,  the 
Lord  your  captain,  the  Lord  your  righteoufnefs,  the  Lord 
your  ftrength,  the  Lord  your  falvation  ?  The  Lord  thy 
God  vjtll  put  out  the  nations  before  thee.  Now,  the  heart- 
»  drawing  difcovery  of  Ghrifl,  uniting  the  foul  to  him,  is 
a  great  matter ;  for  thus  the  believer  is  unite  to  ChrilJ- 
by  faith,  and  the  relation  conflitute,  fo  as  he  is  the 
Lord  thy  God,  thy  Head.  Indeed  a  faying  difcovery 
of  God  in  Chrift,  natively  brings  this  along  with  it :  if 
you  fee  not  God  in  Chriit,  you  cannot  fee  him  to  be 
thy  God,  but  rather  thy  enemy  ;  but  to  fee  him  in 
ChriXt,  is  to*  fee  him  thy  God,  and  thy  friend  :  for  they 
that  fee  him  in  Chrift,  they  fee  him  in  whom  he  is  well- 
pleafed ;  and  to  fee  God  well-pleafed  in  him,  is  to  fee 
God  as  t!iy  God.  This  appropriation,  then,  is  imported 
in  the  very  nature  of  faith,  accordhig  to  the  meafure 
of  it ;  and  the  ground  of  this  believing  appropriation  is 
the  word  of  promife,  /  w///  be  thy  God;  which  is  the 
great  fundamental  promife;  and  the  proper  echo  of 
faith  is,  Amen  ;  I  will  take  it  on  thy  word,  that  thou 
wilt  be  ray  God,  Zech.  xiii.  9.  "  I  will  fay,  It  is  my 
people  ;  and  they  (hall  fay,  The  Lord  is  my  God." 
There  the  Spirit  of  God  declares  what  fliall  be  the  lang- 
uage of  faith,  wheii  it  afts  like  faith  indeed,  The  Lord 
is  my  God.  But,  fay  you,  can  every  believer  fay,  Tke 
Lord  is  my  God?  My  friends,  I  never  tliought  that 
every  believer  could  fay  fo,  nor  that  any  believer  in  the 
world  could  always  fay  fo :  but  as  every  believer  is  not 
always  believing  ;  fo  I  fpeak  of  what  faith  fays  when  it 
is  adling,  and  what  the  believer  fays  when  he  is  believ- 
ing, not  when  he  is  doubting  and  mifbelieving.  Neither 
do  I  think  that  every  adl  of  faitli  is  a  faying  exprefly^ 
He  />  ray  God;  but  every  appropriating  adl  of  faith  fays 
this  upon  the  matter,  and  every  heart-engaging  view  of 
a  God  in  Chrift  hath  a  my  God  wrapt  up  in  the  bofom 
of  it,  whether  it  dare  fay  it  exprefly  or  not ;  for,  in  Chrift, 
they  fee  him  to  be  a  v/ell-pleafed  God,  and  a  friend. 
You  know,  faving  faith  is  thy  '  receiving  and  refting 

*  on   Chrift  for  falvation,  as  he   is  offered  to  tbee^  to 

*  thee  in  the  gofpel- promife  •,'    aivi  \}cv\^  x^';:,€v\\^^\^  ^ns^ 
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other  thing  than  believing,  John  i.  12. ;  and  fo  it  is  a 
taking  him  on  his  word  for  falvation  to  tbee^  as  a  Cap-  | 
tain  to  tbee.  Take  away  this  particular  application, 
and  it  is  no  faith  at  all,  and  conftitutes  no  union  to  him, 
no  relation  to  him  as  the  Lord  thy  God.  I  afk  then,  if 
the  difcovery'of  the  glory  of  Ghrift  hath  joined  your 
heart  to  him  as  the  glorious  Captain  of  falvation,  lb  as 
you  have  been  taken  on  with  him  ?  Then  thou  art  in- 
titled  to  the  complete  vi£lory ;  The  Lord  tby  God  'Ofill 
put  out  tbefa  nations  before  tbce* — This  mark  excludes 
all  thefe  that  never  cl^fed  with  Chrift  by  a  peculiar  be- 
lieving, but  fatisfy  themfelves  with  a  general  faith,  and 
may  be  called  but  general  believers;  they  have  no  par- 
ticular words  on  which  they  have  been  caufed  to  hope, 
and  no  particular  faith  applying  Chrift  to  themfelves. 
Such  feem  not  yet  to  have  entered  the  field  6f  battle, 
nor  clofed  with  the  Captain. 

4.  Hath  the  Lord  begun  to  put  out  thefe  nations  be- 
fore you  ?  Hath  he  begun  to  exert  his  power,  by  fub- 
duing  your  lufts?  Did  you  never  know  the  day  wherein 
Satan  fell  like  lightening,  as  it  were,  from  heaven ; 
when  the  ftrong  man  and  his  goods,  that  were  at  eafe, 
were  caft  out  of  his  habitation  ?  How  was  it  with  you 
in  the  day  of  believing,  in  the  day  when  the  Lord  your 
God  manifefted  himfelf,  and  appeared  as  a  mighty 
Conqueror  to  you  ?  Got  you  not  all  your  lufts  and  cor- 
rujTtions,  as  it  were,  drowned  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb, 
fo  as  you  thought  you  fhould  never  fee  them  again  ? 
You  know,  believer,  that  v^ras  a  falfe  thought,  but  yet  it 
was  a  glad  thought  to  you,  to  think  ye  would  never  be 
under  the  feet  of  your  corruptions  again,  and  you  v/ould 
never  diftionour  the  Lord  as  you  had  done,  however 
fome  time  or  other  you  have  found  the  Lord  pulling 
down  the  ftrong  holds  of  unbelief,  atheifm,  and  enmity, 
and  giving  you  the  necks  of  your  enemies.  This  looks 
like  a  good  work  begun,  a  battle  begun,  and  a  breach 
made  upon  the  rule  and  dominion  of  fin. — This  mark 
excludes  all  thefe,  in  whom  fm  ftill  reigns,  and  in 
whom  the  glorious  Captain  hath  never  fo  much  as  begun 
to  give  a  blow  to  the  enemy. 

5.  If  you  be  a  fo\d\et  on  y  owe  in\^\Ocs.\s>'^^V^^Ni^\v\^ 
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Canaan,  then  I  ail:  you,  If  you  be  of  any  confiderable 
ftaoding  in  the  Lord's  way  ?  Have  you  not  had  many 
a  bloody  battle  with  the  nations,  and  many  a  fearful  on- 
fet  by  the  enemy,  attacking  you  with  main  force,  and 
may  be  taking  you  captive  ;  yea,  and  bringing  you  into 
captivity  to  the  law  of  fm  that  is  in  your  members? 
Rom.  vii,  23.  Have  you  not  found  your  enemies  return- 
ing with  fuch  power  and  prevalency,  that  you  was  ready 
to  think  that  you  had  loll  all  ground  that  ever  you  had 
got,  and  loft  all  the  viftories  that  ever  you  had  gained,  the 
Canaanites  prevailing  agaiaft  you?  Iniquities  prsvail  a- 
gainft  me^  fays  David.  You  would  think  this  an  odd 
mark  5  for,  fays  the  believer,  it  is  the  prevalenc}'-  of  fm 
that  makes  me  fear  I  am  not  a  true  Ifraelite  bound  fcr 
Canaan.  Butftay alittle  till  I  furtherclear  it. — This  mark 
excludes  all  thefe,  in  whom  fin  and  lufts  have  n(^t  the 
power  of  prevalency  only,  but  the  power  of  dominion. 

Quest.  What  is  the  difference  between  thje  power 
of  PREVAXENCY,  aud  the  power  of  dominion  ? 

Answ.  The  power  of  dojninion  is  a  regal  power ;  there 
fin  is  king:  but  the  power  of  prevalency  is  a  tyrannical 
power;  there  it  is  only  a  tyrant,  whofe  authority  is  re- 
jefted.  The  power  of  dominion  is  a  monarchial  power, 
where  fin  rules  alone;  but  the  power  of  prevalency  only 
is  where  another  power  is  alf<) ;  there  are  two  armies 
on  the  field-.  The  power  of  dominion  is  uncontroulable, 
the  man  fins  without  controul ;  but  the  power  of  preva- 
lency is  a  refifted  power,  where  it  meets  with  refiftance 
unto  blood*  The  power  of  dominion  is  an  abfolute  power; 
but  the  power  of  prevalency  is  a  limited  one,  with  refpe£t 
to  fomc  particulars  only.  The  power  of  doriiinion  is  a 
habitual  power;  but  the  power  of  prevalency  is  occafion- 
al  only.  And,  in  a  word,  the  power  of  dominion  is  aa 
intire  power ;  but  the  power  of  prevalency  is  a  broken 
power,  the  head  of  it  is  broken,  and  the  back  of  it  is 
broken,  though  it  prevail. — Now,  to  find  the  prevalen- 
cy of  the  enemy,  is  not  inconfiftent  with  the  believer's 
militant  ftate,  which  fuppofes  manifold  inroads  and  in- 
curfions  of  the  Canaanites  upon  him.  And,  indeed, 
they  are  not  capable  to  find  the  joy  of  the  vidtory,  who 

Vol,  Ilh      "  •\'  F  £  Ti^K^^x 
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never  feel  the  ftrength  of  the  battle  :  fin  reigns  in  the 
wicked,  and  hath  too  peaceable  dominion  with  them ; 
iniquity  cannot  be  faid  to  prevail  againft  them,  but 
rather  it  prevails  with  them-;  it  goes  well  enough  with 
them,  before  and  after  their  finning.  But,  Oh  I  fays  | 
David  and  the  believer,  Iniquity  prevails  againft  me; 
k  is  againft  my  heart,  againft  my  will,  againft  my  defire, 
againft  my  defign,  againft  my  refolution,  againft  my 
hope,  Againft  my  faith,  againft  my  tears,  againft  my 
prayers. 

6.  If  you  be  foldiers  on  your  march  to  the  heavenly 
Canaan,  then  I  would  aflc.  Whether  or  not  you  find 
the  power  of  the  glorious  Captain  as  neceflary  for  your 
deliverance,  upon  every  new  affault  of  the  enemy,  as 
ever  you  found  it  before  ?    For  true  Ifraelites,  fightbg 
their  way  to  heaven,  find  more  and  more  evidences  of 
their  own  utter  infufliciency,  and  more  and  more  need 
of  grace's  all-fufiiciency-    Oh!  the  nations  are  as  ftrong 
as  ever,  and  the  need  of  powerful  fuccours  and  auxili- 
aries from  heaven  as  great  as  ever.     This  is  plain  alfo 
from  the  text ;    it  is  the  Lord  thy  God  that  begins  the 
battle  ;  and  the  Lord  thy  God  that  carries  on  the  extir- 
pation of  the  Canaanites.     Do  you  find,  then,  as  much 
need  of  his  power  to  excite  grace,  as  to  work  it  at  firft; 
as  much  need  of  his  fencing  the  rear,  as  of  his  leading 
the  van  ? — This  mark  excludes  all  thefe  that  have  a 
power  in  their  own  hand,  and  never  came  out  of  them- 
felves,  both   for  righteoufnefs   and  ftrength,  in  to  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  :  but  it  is  encouraging  to  thefe  who 
are  faying,  in  the  exercife  of  faith,  "  I  will  go  in  the 
ftrength  of  the  Lord,  making  mention  of  his  righteouf- 
nefs, and  his  only."     O  to  be  clothed  with  his  righte- 
oufnefs, and  girded  with  his  ftrength,  is  the  great  defire 
of  all  true  Ifraelites ! 

7.  If  you  be  foldiers  on  march  to  the  heavenly 
Canaan,  you  may  try  it  by  this,  you  will  not  only  he 
perfectly  at  a  point  in  this  matter,  that  the  battle  is  the 
Lord's,  and  that  without  him  you  cannot  give  one  fair 
ftroak  to  the  enemy  ;  but  alfo  you  will  find  to  your  ex- 
perience, that,  by  little  and  little,  the  conqueft  is  carried 
oviy  and  the  CanaaniVts  dtvs[e,\x  ouXv  ^xA  ^^x  V^\^ -wkd 
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afliftance  comes  from  heaven  by  degrees,  as  the  fove- 
reign  General  is  pleafed  to  order:  though  you  get  not 
all  the  great  things  you  would  be  at,  yet  by  little  things 
you  are  carried  through.  Can  you  not  {wj^  believer, 
that  fuch  a  place  was  a  little  Bochim,  where  y^u  got 
leave  to  weep  out  your  heart  before  the  Lord,  bccaiife 
of  the  prevalency  of  fin  ;  and  fuoh  a  place  was  a  little 
Bethel,  a  houfe  of  God,  where  you  had  fuch  a  nica- 
fure  of  divine  prefence,  as  ftrengthened  you  againft  the 
enemy;  fuch  another  place  was  a  little  Peniel,  where 
you  faw.  God  face  to  face,  as  it  were,  and  a  fight  of  the 
Captain  of  falvation  gave  the  nations  of  hell  a  dafii  ? 
And  though,  in  the  interval,  your  enemies  and  lulls 
rife  up  again  in  fury,  and  rage  againft  you,  like  to  de- 
vour your  foul,  to  devour  your  graces,  to  devour  your 
comforts,  and  to  devour  your  peace  ;  yet  there  comes 
another  little  recruit  from  heaven,  that  gives  you  a  new 
occafion  to  fet  up  an  Ebenezer,  faying.  Hitherto  tbe  Lord 
bath  helped;  and  to  fing  with  the  church,  Pfal.cxxix.  1,2, 
**  Many  a  time  have  they  afHifted  me  from  my  youth, 
may  Ifrael  now  fay  ;  many  a  time  have  they  afilicled 
me  from  my  youth,  yet  have  they  not  prevailed  againft 
me."  Many  a  time  have  thefe  Canaanites  vexed  me, 
and  foiled  me,  yet  they  have  not  prevailed  to  my  utter 
overthrow ;  for  ftill,  when  I  was  brought  to  any  extre- 
mity, the  Lord  was  a  little  fanftuary  to  me,  and  cum- 
municated  his  grace  by  little  and  little  to  me,  in  a  fuit- 
ablenefs  to  my  need  ;  allowing  me  here  a  little  crumb 
of  comfort,  when*  I  was  like  to  faint  in  battle  ;  and  there 
a  little  crumb  of  courage,  when  I  was  like  to  yield ; 
and  at  another  time  a  little  crumb  of  wonderful  deliver- 
ance out  of  the  hands  of  mine  enemies,  after  I  was  led 
captive  by  them.  Why,  what  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  ? 
It  is  the  Lord  thy  God  driving  out  thefe  nations  before 
thee,  by  little  and  little.    > 

Ufe  4.  The  fourth  and  laft  ufe,  fliall  .be  in  a  fliort 
addrefs  to  two  forts  of  perfons  here.     i.  To  thefe  that 
are  at  peace  wuth  the  nations  that  ftand  betwixt  them  and 
the  pofleflion  of  the  heavenly  Canaan,  and  fo  ^^^  ?kX.\^*?c^ 
with  heaven.     2.  To  thefe  that  ar^m^^m^^^xN^'^^'^^ 
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nations,  and  beftjre  whom  the  Lord  hath  begun  to  drive 
out  the  nations  by  little  and  little. 

i/>.  To  you  that  are  at  peace  with  the  cations  of  hell, 
at  peace  with  the  devil,  at  peace  with  your  lufts ;  I 
would  jpeak  a  word  to  you,  i.  By  way  cf  convi6Vion. 
2.  Cy  way  of  counfel. 

I.  For  your  conviction.  Is  it  not  evident,  that  the 
mcil  part  are  at  peace  with  hell,  being  ignorant  cf  the 
iin-mortifying  principles  of  the  gofpel,  being  flighters 
of  the  means  of  converficn,  living  in  lecurity  under  all 
the  calls  of  heaven  by  the  v/ord  and  the  red,  and  living 
in  enmity  againil:  the  power  of  godlinefs,  indtilging 
themfelves  in  many  known  fins,  and  knowing  no  re- 
ftraint  from  finning,  taken  from  its  nature,  but  from 
its  confequents  only..  Are  there  not  many  here,  that 
have  nations  of  lufts  fwarming  in  their  heart,  yet  were 
never  convinced  of,  or  made  to  know  the  plagues  of 
their  own  heart  ?  Some  will  fay  they  have  a  good  heart 
to  God,  even  though  their  mouth  be  filled  either  witli 
curfing,  lying,  fvvearing,  and  flandering ;  or  elfe  widi 
nothing  but  vain,  frothy,  carnal,  worldly  difcourfe. 
What!  Ihall  we  think  you  have  a  clean  lieart,  when  ycu 
have  fuch  a  foul  mouth  ?  Does  not  Chrill  fay,  "  Out  cf 
the  abundance  of  the  heart,  the  mouth  fpeakethr"  When 
a  man  fees  abundance  of  fmoke  coming  out  at  the  top 
of  a  chimney,  he  m^ay  fay,  for  certain,  that  is  a  fign  of 
much  fire  in  the  liearth  :  fo,  v/hen  there  is  nothing  but 
vain,  worldly  words  in  the  mouth  ;  we  may  fay,  there 
is  much  vanity  and  corruption  in  the  heart.  Carnal  lips 
that  arc  not  fliaped  for  any  fpiritual  difcourfe,  except  in 
hypocrify  and  deceit,  difcover  a  carnal  heart.  Oh  I 
how  many  here  are  v;iUing  flaves  to  the  nations,  the 
Canaanites,  the  lufts  of  the  llelli  !  Of  all  flaves,  they 
arc  in  the  worfi;  cafe  that  are  f^d;  of  thefe  that  are  fold, 
they  are  in  the  worfl  cafe  that  are  put  in  prifon  ;  of 
thcfc  that  are  in  prifon,  they  are  in  the  worft  cafe  that 
are  bound  and  chained  in  prifon  :  yet  fuch  flaves  to  fin 
and  lulls  are  all  here  by  na^ure,  fliut  up  in  clofe  prifon, 
bound  and  chained  there ;  fliut  up  under  unbelief :  and 
imhcYx^i  is  fuch  a  cvueV  *^2C\\ot^  \;v\*3l\.^  ^A\\le  you  are  fluit 
v.p  under  it,  it  wWl  not  io  Vl\\3.c\\  ^'5>A\iSjix  "j^>;x\^\>Jcl>^^ 


Ser.  LII,  fePc.  The  Qyacliial  Conqucft.  453 

your  head,  or  to  louk  up  to  heaven  for  dcllveraace. 
Oh !  how  miferable  is  this  thraldom  that  you  are  under ! 
For  tTiefe  natioits  that  riile  in  you,  and  ovei*  you,  and 
under  which  you  are  bearing  arms  againll  the  God  of 
heaven,  will,  at  laR,  dellroy  you  fur  ever,  if  they  be 
not  deflroyed  in  time ;  if  they  be  not  put  out  of  your 
heart,  they  will  keep  you  out  of  heavejn  ;  }^ea,  if  they 
be  not  driven  out  of  your  heart,  they  will  drive  you  to 
hell.  If  that  legion  of  lufis,  that  you  are  in  league  with, 
be  not  caft  out  of  your  heart,  by  the  power  of  that  glo- 
rious Captain  of  falvation,  that  caft  out  a  legion  of  devils 
out  of  one  man;  then  you  muil  lay  your  account  with  it, 
that,  like  the  fwine  poffefied  of  the  devil,  you  will  be 
driven  down  to  the  fea  of  God's  evcrlalling  wrath,  and 
<lrowned  in  perdicion.     But  then, 

2.  I  would  offer  you  a  word  of  ci)unfel.  O  will  you 
break  league  with  thefe  curfed  Ganaanites,  and  come 
and  take  on  with  our  glorious  Captain  of  falvation,  that 
can  drive  them  out  before  you  ?  O  finner !  man,  woman ; 
young  and  old ;  you  that  have  been  a  Have  to  the  devil 
all  your  days,  a  flave  to  the  numerous  nations  of  lutts, 
that,  as  fure  as  God  lives,  will  keep  you  out  of  heaven, 
and  drive  you  to  hell,  if  they  be  not  driven  out ;  will 
you 'come  and  take  on  with  our  glorious  Lord  Jefus, 
whofe  oiBce  and  work,  ss  a  Redeemer,  is  to  force  out 
the  nations  before  you  ?  Our  Captain-general  hath  fent 
us,  as  oiBcers  under  him,  to  cry  in  the  public  meetings 
and  affemblles  of  this  fort,  faying,  IVbofocoer  k^IIIj  let 
bim  come^  and  take  on  to  be  a  foldier  under  the  King 
of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  againft  the  king  of  hell 
and  the  nations  of  lufts,  that  would  keep  you  out  of 
heaven:  and  as  we  are  warranted  to  declare  tliem  curf- 
ed with  bitter  curfes,  that  will  not  join  in  this  war,  ac- 
cording to  what  is  faid  of  Meroz,  Judges  v.  23.  '^  Curfe 
ye  Meroz;  curfe  ye  bitterly  the  inhabitants  thereof,  b^- 
caufe  they  came  not  to  the  help  of  the  Lord,  to  the  help  of 
the  Lord  againft  the  mighty  :"  So  we  are  warranted  to 
declare  to  fmners,  that  there  are  here  the  greateft  en- 
couragements that  ever  were  offered  to  foidiers,  to  excite 
you  to  take  on  with  hrm.  Why,  he  offers  you  money  to 
.  bear  all  your  charges;  "^  I  CQ\iivfc\  ^ow\.o\y;rj  ^\>kx^ ^^^ 
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tried  gold  :"  he  offers  to  take  off  your  filthy  garments, 
and  to  clothe  you  with  change  of  raiment,  the  King's 
livery  :  yea,  he  offers  you  a  coat  of  mail,  that  will 
defend  you  againll  the  fhot  of  death,  and  the  fliot  of 
devils  ;  the  robe  of  his  own  righteoufnefs,  a  garment  of 
falvation  ;  he  offers  you  further,  that,  if  you  be  wounded 
in  the  war,  he  will  give  you  a  balm  to  heal  your  wound, 
the  bairn  of  his  own  blood*:  yea,  if  you  take  on  with 
him,  he  offers  to  do  all  your  works  in  you  and  for  you; 
yea,  to  fight  all  your  battles,  to  drive  out  all  the  nations 
before  you,  and  then  to  crown  you  as  a  conqueror;  yea, 
and  more  than  a  conqueror,  even  though  you  have  done 
nothing  of  yourfelf.  ,  He  offers  to  give  you  all  the  ar- 
mour you  need  iox  the  war :  do  you  need  the  fword, 
tlie  bread-plate,  the  helmet,  the fhield, mentioned, Eph.vi. 
He  himfelf  is  the  great  magazine  of  all  the  military  pro- 
vificn ;  and  therefore,  if  you  take(  on  with  him,  you 
lliall  want  for  nothing  that  is  neceffary  for  carrying  on 
the  war  to  a  .complete  victory.  O  come  and  take  on 
V/ith  him  for  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fanftification,  and 
redemption;  take  on  with  him  for  armour,  and  itrengtli, 
and  victory,  and  all. 

But,  fay  you,  what  mean  you  by  taking  on  with 
liim  ?  I  know  not  how  to  take  on  with  him.  Why, 
Sirs,  to  take  on  with  him,  is  to  believe  in  him.  But 
what  am  I  to  believe,  fay  you,  that  I  may  take  on 
-with  him  ? 

(i.)  You  are  to  believe,  that  he  is  fpeaking  to  you, 
and  inviting  you  to  take  on  with  him  ;  even  you  man, 
you  woman.  Let  none  here  fay  that  there  was  not 
a  word  fpoken  to  them  atCarnock:  nay,  I  take  you  all 
to  witnefs,  that  have  ears  to  hear,  that  the  Lord  is,  by 
the  poor  mortal  that  is  here  preaching,  fpeaking  to  every- 
one of  you,  and  faying,  "  To  you,  O  man,  do  I  call,  and 
my  voice  is  to  the  fons  of  men  ;"  and  he  is  entreating 
you  to  take  on  with  him.  Believe  that  he  is  fpeaking 
to  you,  and  that  this  gofpel-offer  is  to  you. 

(2.)  You  are  to  believe  that  you  cannot  believe.  This 
were  one  good  ftep  towards  faith,  to  believe  that  you 
»re  an  unbeliever,  and  fhut  up  in  unbelief  as  in  a  prifon, 

which 
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which  none  can  open  but  the  Captain  of  falvation.  And 
therefore^ 

(3.)'  You  are  to  believe,  in  him  for  grace  to  believe  in 
him,  or  to  come  to  him  for  grace  to  come  to  him,  and 
to  take  on  with  him  for  faith,  as  well  as  for  other  things, 
becaufe  he  alone  is  tlie  Author  of  faith.  He  never  called 
.any  to  bear  the  expence  of  one  jot,  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  en4  of  the  war,  out  of  their  own  pocket ; 
and  much  lefs  the  expence  of  this  great  thing  we  call 
believing,  which  is  the  efleft  of  the  exceeding  greatnefs 
of  his  almighty  power.  And  then,  having  believed 
thefe  things, 

(4.)  You  are  to  believe  his  word,  that  he  will  not 
fail  you  in  a  jot  of  what  he  is  offering  to  you.  Take 
his  word  for  it  that  he  will  do  as  he  hath  faid  unto  jovr^ 
and  truft  him  that  fpeaks  to  you  by  us.  To  take  on 
with  him  by  faith,  is  to  take  his  word,  who  is  truth  itfelf, 
for  your  fecurity ;  and  lay  the  Ilrefs  of  the  whole  war 
upon  him,  faying.  Lord,  art  thou  calling  me,  even  me, 
that  have  been  a  Have  to  the  devil  and  nations  of  lulls? 
Art  thou  calling  me  to.  take  on  with  thee  ?  Content, 
Lord;  Come  thou  and  reign  over  us^  as  the  trees  faid,  in 
Jotham's  parable.  Judges  ix.  10.  Come  thou  and  reign 
over  me,  and  be  thou  my  glorious  Captain,  to  fight 
for  me,  and  to  flay  all  the  nations  of  lulls  in  my  heart. 
And  if  you,  indeed,  take  on  with  him  in  this  manner,^ 
he  will  do  as  he  hath  faid ;  he  will  put  out  the  nations 
before  you  by  little  and  little* — ^M^y  the  Lord  back  his 
call  with  power, 

2flV)f,  To  you  that  are  believers,  on  the  field  of  battle, 
making  war  with  the  nations,  the  fpiritual  Canaanites; 
and  before  whom  the  Lord  hath  begun  to  drive  them 
out  by  little  and  little  :  I  fliould  offer  you,  i.  A  word 
of  Comfort.     2.  Of  CounfeL 

[i.]  For  Comfort,  O  believer  though  the  nations  be 
greater  and  mightier  than  you,  yet  the  Lord  hath  en- 
gaged to  drive  them  out ;  there  is  a  power  in  Chrift, 
the  believer's  Head  and  Hufband,  that  will,  in  procefs  of 
time,  bring  every  power  contrary  to  him  in  fubjeftion  ; 
it  isinChriftthat  believers  Ihall  be  more  than  conquerors. 
It  is  very  grievous  to  the  believer  lo  fe^l  \fcv!^  ^^^coJ^^  ^1 
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iin,  uich  as  that  of  pride,  filthinefs,  covctoufncfs,  un- 
belief,  Athcifm,  and  enn>ity  :  but  it  is  the  privilege  of 
the  believer,  that  he  hath  fuch  things  that  he  rnay  be 
liumbled,  not  that  he  may  be  conquered  and  deftroyed 
thereby.  You  know,  a  fnake  may  be  fo  handled,  by 
taking  out  his  iling  ^x\^  teeth,  that  it  cannot  hurt  us, 
though  it  touch  us  ;  yet  we  abhor  it  for  the  nature  of 
it,  and  are  afraid  to  have  it  come  jiear  us  :  even  fo,  fm 
is  in  fuch  a  manner  handled  by  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
that  it  cannot  hurt  the  believer  in  Chrift ;  hence  the 
believer  is  many  times  more  afraid  than  hurt :  yet  it  is 
very  becoming  the  true  believer  to  hate  fm  from  the 
very  nature  of  it,  and  ftand  at  a  diflance  from  it.  Mean 
time,  you  have  the  greatest  encouragement  in  the  world 
to  fight  againll  the  nations  of  enemies,  the  nations  of 
lufts ;  for  the  battle  is  the  Lord's,  he  ftands  engaged 
to  put  out  the  nations,  Deut.  vii.  17,  18.  Were  tliere 
an  uncertainty  of  the  viftory,  you  might  be  difcuuraged, 
and  loath  to  undertake  fuch  a  warfare.  But  now,  when 
the  Lord  hath  affufed  you  of  the  vidlory,  and  that  you 
have  his  blood,  his  Spirit,  his  faithful  promife  for  it, 
there  is  no  more  ground  of  difcouragem.ent. 

Object.  Oh  !  what  comfort  can  I  take,  when  I  find 
the  nations  of  enemies  and  lufls  ftill  living  and  lively ; 
yea,  flrong,  mighty,  and  prevalent,  and  even  growing 
ftronger  and  flronger  upon  my  hand,  inftead  of  being 
fubdued  and  deftroyed  ? 

Answ.  Perhaps  it  is  fo  between  battles,  or  fingle 
combats,  that  ycu  have  with  your  corruptions  ;  but  do 
you  not  find  your  Captain  coming  fometimes  in  to  your 
aiTiPtance,  and  making  up  all  that  you  loll,  by  his  gra- 
cious, powerful,  fanftifying,  and  comforting  prefence  ? 
And  tliiis,  do  you  not  find,  even  after  fm's  vitlory  over 
you,  which  raakes  you  judge  the  nations  are  increafinj]; 
on  your  hand  ;  do  you  not  find,  I  fay,  your  hatred  of 
fm  increafed,  your  felf-abhorrence  increafcd,  your  de- 
pendence on  the  Lord  for  ftrengtli  increafcd,  your  de- 
fire  to  be  rid  of  fm  increafed,  and  your  heart  longin<^ 
for  the  final  vidtory  over  the  nations,  and  the  full  poi- 
feffion  of  Canaan  ?  Why,  what  is  this  but  tlie  Lord 
^our  God  putting  o\:^\,  ^\\^  T\.?iX\QXv^  '^^^Q\^^^>i^^-  little 
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and  little  ?     Mean  time,  during  thefe  battles,  is  it  not 
ground  of  comfort, 

(r.)  That  there  is  a  fentence  pad  in  your  favours  a- 
gainft  the  nations,  even  a  fentence  of  condemnation  and 
deflru£tion  ?  and  accordingly,  fm  is  condemned  in  the 
flefh,  Rom.  viii.  3.  And  Satan  is  condemned  to  def- 
trufilion;  ''  The  God  of  peace  will  bruife  Satan  under 
your  feet." 

(2.)  Is  it  not  ground  of  comfort,  that  the  fentence 
pall  agninlt  fm  and  Satan  is  executed  in  part?  Your  old 
man  is  crucified ;  the  head  of  tlie  fer|x:nt  is  bruifed  : 
**  For  this  caufe  was  the  Son  of  God  manifelled,  to  deflroy 
the  works  of  the  devil;"  and,  *'  By  death  he  hath  del- 
troyed  him  that  had  the  power  of  death." 

(3.)  Is  it  not  ground  of  comfort,  that  the  clay  of  full 
and  final  execution  is  at  hand,  wherein  he  will  take  ven- 
geance on  the  nations  ?  "  For  the  day  of  vengeance  is 
in  mine  heart ;  the  year  of  my  redeemed  is  ccme,"  Ila. 
.  Ixiii.  4. :  the  day  of  the  Lord  is  at  hand,  wherein  he  will 
bring  forth  judgment  into  viftory,  and  death  Ihall  be 
fwallowed  up  in  viftory :  Chrift  will  reign  till  all  his  ene- 
mies become  his  fcotftool;  To  bim  every  inee  jfball  dosv. 

{[4.]  Is  it  not  ground  of  comfort,  that  the  remaining 
power  of  the  nations  in  the  interim,  Ihall  never  be  able 
to  break  the  relation  that  is  betwixt  yourCaptain-general 
and  you,  nor  to  caft  you  out  of  his  covenant,  out  of  his 
he$irt,  nor  out  of  his  love?^  ''My  covenant  will  I  not 
break,"  fays  he;  "  my  Icving-kindnefs  will  I  not  take 
away,"  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  33,  34.  He  is  ftill  the  Lord  thy 
God;  and  therefore,  he  will  put  out  the  nations  before 
thee  by  little  and  little.     I  offer  you, 

[2.]  ..A  word  of  counfel.  O  believer,  are  you  indeed 
engaged  in  battle  againft  the  nations?  And  has  the  Ijord 
begun  to  drive  them  out  before  you?  Then  purfue  thy 
viftory,  and  fight  out  the  good  fight  of  faith,  for  the  Lord 
thy  God  is  he  that  does  fight  for  thee  ;  as  tlic  apoftle 
fays  in  a  like  cafe,  Phil. -ii.  12,  i^MVori  cut  the  work 
vf  your  fa^vatioit  with  fear  and  trembling ;  for  it  is  God 
that  Hoorket'b  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  bis  good pha^ 
Jure:  Even  fo,  fight  put  the  bwattle  againft  the  nations; 
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for,  The  Lord  thy  God  nvili  put  them  out  before  tbee^  by 
little  and  little.  And,  fmce  the  battle  is  the  Lord's,  and 
your  Captain  goes  before  you  to  divide  the  fpoil  with  the 
ftrong,  go  on  courageoufly :  and,  that  you  may  do  fo 
the  more  fuccefsfuUy,  I  fliall  branch  forth  this  word  of 
counfel  in  thefe  particulars. 

1.  Put  on  the  ^hole  armour  of  God;  and  go  not  forth 
againft-the  nations  in  your  own  ftrength,  otherwife  you 
will  find  them  too  hard  for  you;  but,  *•'  Go  on  in  the 
ftrength  of  tlie  Lord,  making  mention  qf  his  righteoufnefs, 
and  his  only;  being  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power 
of  his  might;"  and  ftrong  in  the  grace  that  is  in  Chrift 
Jefus;  having  no  confidence  in  the  flefti,  but  always  your 
confidence  in,  and  dependence  upon  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  Captain  of  falvation. 

2.  Search  out  the  nations  that  are  moft  invifible  and 
hidden  ;  for  your  greateft  danger  is  from  your  moft  fe- 
cret  enemies :  you  wreftle  not  ^gainft  flefti  and  blood,  but 
againft  principalities  and  powers,  and  fpiritual  wicked- 
neffes.  And  there  are  fpiritual  lufts  not  eafily  difcerned: 
if  thefe  be  neglefted,  and  more  open  enemies  only  no- 
ticed,  it  is  as  if  one  fhould  gaze  upon  the  fmoke,  and 
negleft  the  fire  that  is  within:  or,  as  if  one  fliould  gaze 
upon  the  ulcer,  but  never  confider  the  corrupt  humour 
within. 

3.  Having  found  out  the  enemy,  and  difcerned 
where  the  ftrength  of  the  nations  lie,  then  fet  upon 
them,  and  endeavour,  through  grace,  to  bring  them  in- 
to a  confumption,  and  that  both  by  ftarving  and  ftorm- 
ing  of  them. 

(i.)  By  ftarving  them.  O  ftarve  them,  and  keep  them 
from  their  food;  ''  Make  no  provifion  for  the  flejh,  to  ful- 
fil the  lufts  thereof."  Beware  of  every  thing  that  may 
contribute  to  ftrengthen  the  nations.  Say  not^  A  confe- 
deracy with  them :  do  not  fpare  them,  nor  let  their 
ftrong  holds  ftand:  draw  not  up  a  league  with  them,  nor 
border  too  near  to  them.  It  is  faid  of  Ifrael,  "  The 
people  fhall  dwell  alone,  and  fhall  not  be  reckoned  among 
the  nations."  Keep  not  company  with  the  wicked :  be 
not  too  much  converfant  with  the  world  ;  many  bury 
tAem/eJves,  by  digging  loo  de^^  \i\^x^^ 
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(2* )  As  by  ftarving,  fo  by  ftorming  the  nations.  You 
are  to  con  fume  them  ;  and  you  ought  to  ilorm  them, 
by  bringing  them  under  the  battering  engines  of  the 
gofpel,  under  the  ftrgak  of  God's  word,  which  is  the 
fword  of  the  Spirit ;  under  the  llroak  of  the  blood  of 
Chrift;  for,  we  overcome  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb;  and 
under  the  ftroak  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  ;  for,  *'  If  you, 
thro'  the  Spirit,  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  you  ftiall 
live." 

4.  Take  all  the  advantages  you  can  againft  the  nations. 
Take  advantage  of  the  times  and  feafons,  even  when 
you  are  like  to  be  overpowered  \yith  inward  corruption, 
and  under  fear  of  falling  one  day  by  the  hand  of  fome 
ilrong  luft;  then  get  to  the  mighty  power  of  Chrift, 
and  reinforce  yourfelf  and  refift;  and,  in  refifting,  believe 
you  ftiall  overcome:  remembering,  for  your  encourage- 
rnent,  that  the  almighty  Captain  ftands  within  fight, 
when  you  are  fighting  in  the  valley;  and  he  waits  but  a 
call  from  you,  when  diftreft  in  the  battle  ;  and  he  will 
come  for  your  refcue.  Jehoflijipahat  cried  in  the  midft 
of  the  battle,  and  was  helped :  how  much  more  n*ay  you 
expeft  his  aid  in  your  fpiritual  combat  ? 

5.  Watch  againft  the  nations,  and  refift  the  firft  onfet 
of  the  enemy.  Corruptions  are  the  natives,  and  they  arc 
not  wholly  deftroyed  :  if  therefore  you  do  not  watch, 
nature  will  turn  to  her  old  bias.  Native  and  natural 
inclinations  are  very  forcible :  as,  bend  the  bough  of  a 
tree  downward,  if  you  let  it  go,  it  will  ftart  up  by  and 
by  ;  fo,  if  you  give  up  your  watch,  the  nations  will  rei 
turn,  and  refume  their  power.  Particularly  watch 
againft,  and  refift  the  firft  motions  of  fin:  if  you  ftop  not 
the  current  of  a  wicked  motion,  it  will  foon  land  in  a 
wicked  aftion;    for,   When  luft  hath  conceived^   it  brings 

fdrtbfiTiyJ^mes  i.  15.  Great  evils  arife  from  fmall  be- 
ginnings :  one  fpoonful  of  water  will  quench  that  fire, 
which  afterwards  whole  buckets  cannot  abate  :  there- 
fore  it  is  a  good  rule,  Princlpils  obfta^  '  Refift  the  be- 
*  ginnings  of  fin.' 

6.  Put  the  nations  in  the  hand  of  the  Captain,  that  he 
may  deftroy  them  ;  and  endeavour  lb  to  do,  in  the  daily 
excrcife  of  faith  and  prayer.     O  fetkXo  xVi^  \j^\^  \^*iji.^ 


Si^aX 


460  The   Gradual  Conquefc. 

that  he  would  avenge  you  of  thefe  Philiftines  ;  as  in  the 
parable  of  the  unjull  judge,  Luke  xviii.  i, — 8.  The  pa- 
rable was  put  forth  for  this  end,  that  men  ought  always 
to  pray,  and  not  to  faint*  The  judge  there  mentioned 
was  one  that  feared  not  God,  nor  regarded  man:  a  widow 
comes  to  him,  faying,  Aveitge  tne  of  mine  adverjary :  and 
thro'  her  importunity  flie  prevailed  with  him  :  *'  And 
fliall  not  God  avenge  his  ele6l,  that  cry  day  and  night  to 
him;  tho*  he  bear  long,  yet  he  will  avenge  them  fpeedi- 
ly."  Therefore,  go  to  a  God  in  Chrift,  ai^d  cry.  Lord, 
avenge  me  of  my  lufts,  avenge  me  of  my  pride,  avenge 
me  of  my  unbelief,  avenge  me  of  my  carnality,  avenge 
me  of  mine  enemies. 

7.  After  all,  reft  not  fatisfied  with  any  fniall  viflory 
obtained  over  the  nations:  fit  not  down,  as  if  you  had 
no  more  ado;  for  the  nations  are  not  all  dead  and  def- 
troyed  afonce;  you  will  have  them  to  fight  with,  as  long 
as  you  are  on  this  fide  of  heaven:  enemies  will  up  again; 
and,  therefore,  you  muft  up  again,  and  prefs  forward 
to  a  complete  vidlory.  As  the  body  of  fin  and  death 
remains  while  you  are  here  ;  fo,  whatever  particular 
luft  you  have  been  troubled  with,  you  cannot  expeft  a 
full  and  final  viQiory  while  here,  even  though  it  hath 
been  a  mortified  luft,  a  fubdued  luft.  No  doubt,  P^ter 
got  bis  feet  upon  tlie  neck  of  his  fin  of  denying  his 
Mafter,  when  he  went  out  and  wept  bitterly  after  Chrift 
looked  to  him ;  yet  even  that  fame  corruption  after- 
wards did  ftir  in  him,  by  a  partial  denying  of  his  Mafter, 
though  not  in  the  fame  degree;  as  v/hen  Paul  withftood 
Jiim  to  the  face,  Gal.  ii.  12.  A  particular  corruption 
may,  through  grace,  be  fubdued,  and  it  may  ceafe  to 
ftir  fo  violently  for  a  time  ;  yet  you  cannot  fay  that  it  is 
wholly  killed;  yea,  it  may  afterwards^ rife  up  as  violent- 
ly as  ever.  A  luft,  that  lay  loilg  dead,  may  revive  a- 
gain;  and  therefore  you  little  need  to  be  fecure,  but 
much  need  to  be  fober  and  wathcful,  and  ftill  going  on 
in  the  warfare,  ftill  depending  on  the  Lord  for  new  fup- 
plies  of  ftrength  againft  new  aflaults.  After  one  victory 
obtained,  make  ready  for  battle  irnmediately ;'  when 
fomething  is  done,  look  to  the  Lord  to  do  more  :  after 
one  ftroakj  feek  atiotivet  Vo\i^  ^\\^^w\  Sat  \\.\^  b^  little 
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and  little  the  viftory  is  obtained.  Think  not  ftrange» 
therefore,  though  the  nations  rally  their  forces  again 
and  again,  and  be  not  difcouraged  thereupon,  but  learn 
a  daily,  nionieniar}%  clofe,  and  conftant  dependence 
upon  the  Captain  of  falvation,  the  Lord  Jefus  Ghrift, 
that  thro'  him  you  may  do  valiantly.  **  It  is  he  that 
girdeth  you  with  ftrcngth,  and  fubdues  the  nations  under 
you." 

8.  In  order  to  purfue  the  nations  to  death,  purfue  the 
claim  you  have  to  the  viftory  over  them,  in  the  ufe  of  all 
appointed  means,  with  an  entire  dependence  upon  the 
Lord  Jefus  flhrift  ;  not  depending  upon  means  ;  nay, 
nor  yet  depending  upon  fenfible  manifeftations,  nor 
reiving  even  upon  the  graces  of  the  Spirit,  but  upon 
the  God  of  all  grace  ;  pleading  your  right  and  claim, 
by  -virtue  of  the  divine  pro^nife,  faying,  Lord,  haft  thou 
not  interpofed  thy  faithfulnefs,  thy  word,  thy  oath  ?  and 
is  not  thy  promife  fealed ;  fealed  by  the  blood  of  Chrift, 
fealed  in  the  facrament  of  the  fupper  ?  Hail  thou  not 
faid,  "  Solomon  Ihall  reign?  tho'  now,  behold,  Adonijah 
ufuxps  the  throne:'*  Haft  thou  not  faid,  Grace  fliall 
reign,  and  fin  ftiall  not  have  the  dominion,?  Behold  how 
it  ufurps.  Well,  put  him  to  his  word,  and  purfue  your 
claim.  Surely  the  Lord  will  not  deny  himfelf ;  nay, 
Jehovaii-jireh,  In  the  mount  of  the  Lord  it  Jhall  be  feen: 
tho'  you  have  no  ftrength,  no  might  againft  this  great 
multitude;  yet,  let  your  eyes  be  toward  him,  who  is 
mightier  than  the  noife  of  many  waters,  and  who  hath 
wrapt  in  your  intereft  with  his  own  glory,  his  own  faith- 
fulnefs and  tnath.  Let  your  difficulties  be  never  fo  great, 
your  enemies  never  fo  many,  and  their  power  never  fo 
invincible;  it  is  not  you  they  have  to  do  with,  but  Ghrift: 
and,  can  any  thing  be  too  hard  for  him  ?  Wait  on  tby 
God  continually^  who  hath  here  promifed  to.  accomplifti 
the  warfare  gradually:  "  The  Lord  thy  God  will  put 
out  thefe  nations,  before  thee,  by  little  and  little," 
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THE  FEMALE  PREACHER;  or,  The  Woman  of 
Samaria's  Sermon  to  the  Men  of  the  City:  or,  The 
Self-humbling  and  Chrift-exalting  influences  of  divine 
Difcoveries  *. 


John  iv.  27. 

Come  fee  a  man  'Ojbicb  told  me  all  things  that  ever  I  did; 
Is  not  this  the  Chrift? 


TF  our  glorious  Lord  Jefus  has  been  here  prefent  this 
-*■  day,  converfmg  with  us  as  he  did  with  "the  woman 
of  Samaria,  difcovering  us  to  ourfelves,  and  difcovering 
himfelf  to  us  ;  if  he  hath  been  telling  us  what  vile  fin- 
ners  we  are,  and  what  a  glorious  Saviour  he  is,  fo  as 
the  entrance  of  his  word  hath  given  light  to  us,  to  fee  our 
blacknefs  on  the  one  fide,  and  his  beauty  on  the  other : 
furely  it  cannot  but  lead  us  to  fome  fuch  felf-condemna- 
tion  and  Chrift-commending  exercife,  as  here  this  woman 
is  employed  in  :  Come  fee  a  man  that  told  me  all  things 
that  ever  I  did ;   Is  not  this  the  Chrift? 

In  the  preceeding  part  of  this  chapter,  there  ftands 
recorded  a  very  notable  converfation  betwixt  Chrift  and 
this  woman,  the  particulars  whereof  are  too  many  to  be 
confidered  at  this  time,  though  fome  of  them  may  fall 
in  our  way,  when  we  fpeak  of  the  circumftances  of  her 
converfion  :   only,  in  the  general,  our  Lord  Jefus,  as  a 

.  wea- 

*  This  fuhje^l  was  hand]e(l  In  one  fermon,  preached  July  13th,  I7i9» 
immediately  after  the  celebration  of  the  facrament  of  the  Lord'*s  fuppcr 
at  Diiiiferraline. 
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wearied  traveller  fitting  down  hf  Jacob's  -well,  and  thi^ 
woman  coming  to  draw  water,  he  feeks  a  drink  from 
her,  both  to  quench  his  thirft,  and  to  take  occafion  of 
conferring  with  her,  with  a  defign  of  mercy  to  her  foul. 
She  apprehending  him  to  be  a  Jew,  refufes  to  give  him 
a  drink,  upon  an  old  quarrel  that  was  between  the  Jews 
and  the  Samaritans ;  whereupon  Chritt  Ihews  her  how 
fhe  miftook  her  own  mercy,  and  that  he  had  better  wa- 
ter to  give  her  than  that  which  fhe  refufed  to  give  him, 
ver.  10.  ;  and  that  if  Ihe  knew  what  a  valuable  mercy 
were  at  her  hand,  ihe  would  have  turned  a  fupplicant 
to  him,  and  not  fuffer  him  to  be  fo  to  her.  But  flie 
ftill  reafoning  againft  his  offer,  he  points  out  further 
the  excellency  of  what  he  offered,  ver.  13,  14. ;  this 
raifed  fome  natural  defire  in  her  :  but  our  Lord  refolv- 
ing  to  take  hold  of  her  heart,  and  knowing  that  the 
richeft  ofier  of  his  grace  in  the  world,  will  work  no 
defire  in  the  heart  of  finners,  further  than  what  is  natu- 
ral and  carnal,  unlefs  he  effedlively  convince  them  of 
their  fin  and  mifery,  and  favingly  manifeft  himfelf  to 
them  ;  therefore  he  takes  this  method  with  her. 

i/>,  H6  convinces  her  of  her  fin  and  mifery,  and  lets 
her  underftand  that  he  knew  all  the  lewdnefs  and  wick- 
ednefs  fhe  was  guilty  of,  by  fhewing  her  how  many  ■ 
adulteries  fhe  was  chargeable  with,  ver.  18.  Whereupon 
fhe  begins  to  conceive  fome  high  opinion  of  him  as  a 
Prophet,  and  to  feek  further  light  from  him  with  refer- 
ence to  the  right  way  of  worfhipping  God,  there  being, 
controverfies  about  religious  matters,  and  particularly 
abdut  the  place  of  public  worfhip,  betwixt  the  Jews 
and  the  Samaritans:  and,  indeed,  the  woman's  difcourfe 
here  fhews,  that  though  fhe  was  a  profane  Samaritan, 
yet  fhe  was  no  ignoramus.  She  had  knowledge  of  the 
coqtroverfy  of  the  day  fhe  lived  in,  and  the  grounde 
thereof;  and  knew  that  the  Meflias  was  to  come  :•  yet 
her  knowledge  was  no  fanfitifi^d  knowledge.  But  now 
her  confcience  being  awakened  with  a  fenfe  of  fin,  fhe 
is  folicitous  to  have  her  mind  informed ;  and  according- 
ly is  inftrufted  at  large  by  our  bleffed  Lord  Jefus,  botfi 
concerning  the  place  and  the  right  manner  of  worfhipping 
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God.  And  thus  from  one  thing  to  another,  he  leads 
her  on,  until, 

2rf(y,  He  manifefts  hirafelf  to  her,  ver.  26.  Chrift^s 
difcourfe  about  the  change  of  religion  that  was  to  take 
place,  brought  the  woman  to  mind  of  the  Mefliah's  cora- 
.  ing  ;  "  I  know,  fays  ihe,  that  Meffias  conieth,  which  is 
called  Chritt ;  when  he  is  come,  he  will  tell  us  all 
things."  And  while  Ihe  is  exprefling  her  high  eftima- 
tion  of,  and  great  defire  after  this  coming  Meffias,  Jefus 
faith  unto  her,  "  I  that  fpeak  unto  thee,  am  he.'*  Chrift 
may  be  prefent  with  people,  and  fpeaking  to  them,  and 
yet  they  cannot  know,  or  take  him  up  till  he  reveals 
iumfelf,  as  here  he  did  to  this  woman;  **  I  that  fpeafc 
unto  thee,  am  he." 

No  fooner  did  Chrift  thus  kindly  difcover  himfelf  to 
her,  than  immediately  this  fweet  conference  is  brokea 
up,  by  the  return  of  the  difciples,  who  had  gone  to  the 
city  to  buy  meat,  ver.  8.  The  fweeteft  fellowfhip  with 
Chrift  on  earth  is  but  of  fhoit  duration ;  and  the  moft 
pleafant  manifeftations  may  meet  with  very  fudden  in- 
terruptions ;  and  poor  fmners  may  have  fuch  a  fweet 
time  in  Chrill's  company,  that  even  the  company  of 
difciples  may  be  an  interruption  to  it. 

But  now,  how  flie  was  affefted  with  this  difcovery,  is 
evident  from  two  things. 

I.  She  forgets  her  errand  that  Ihe  came  upon;  She 
left  her  voater-poty  and  ivent  her  ^joayi  having  got  a  talte 
•of  the  excellency  of  Chrift,  and  a  drink  of  the  living 
water  which  he  gave  her,  flie  minds  no  other  water  now; 
nay,  fhe  forgets  all  other  things  that  before  were  in  great 
efteem  with  her. 

2  .^  She  fpreads  the  name  and  fame  of  Chrift  in  the  place 
where  ftie  dwelt;  Come  fee  a  vian^  fays  ihe,  that  told  me 
ail  thi?igs  that  ever  I  did:  is  not  this  the  Chrift?  Where- 
in we  may  notice, 

(l.)  An  invitation  ;  Come  fee  a  man:  having  g^'^t  a 
tafte  of  his  goodnefs,  flie  would  have  the  men  in  the  city 
to  tafte  and  fee  with  her. 

(2.)  A  commendation;  a  man  that  told  me  all  things 
ijbat  ever  I  did;  a  man  that  hath  difcovered  himfelf  to 
be  God  as  well  a^  matv/\tv\\A^\V^V^'Cv\x\^j^\i.^j-;i.^^ 
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facked  my  heart  and  life.  He  had  difcovered  her  lewd' 
nefs  to  her,  and  hereby  reprefented  all  other  things  to 
her  as  feen  by  him.  There  is  here  implied  a  humble 
fenfe  (he  had  of  her  finfulnefs,  which  Chriii  had  given 
her  a.difcovery  and  conviflion  of ;  and  by  his  fearching 
word  fhe  underftood  that  he  was  the  Searcher  of  hearts, 
and  fo  commends  him  as  a  man  that  told  btr  all  things 
that  ever  J}je  did, 

(3.)  A  conclufion,  by  way  of  interrogation  and  expof- 
tulation,  Is  not  this  the  Cbrlft  ?  Importing  no  mannei 
of  doubt  about  it  in  her  own  breaft,  but  a  llrong  affirma- 
tion, pQintin.c3j  at  him  unto  them.  He  had  told  her  what 
ihe  ivas,  and  in  this  glafs  flie  faw  her  own  vilenels ; 
and  he. had  told  her  what  he  was,  and  in  this  glafs  ihe 
fawhis  glory:  and  by  both  thele  means  he  difcovered 
himfelf  to  be  the  true  Meffias,  the  God-man,  the  promifed 
Immanuel,  God  v)itbus;  and  her  heart  being  full  of 
Chritt,  and  overflowing  with  the  living  water  of  the 
Spirit  tliat  he  had  given  her,  it  vented  itfelf  and  ran 
over  in  his  praife  and  commendation  unto  others;  Covie 
fee  a  man  that  told  me  all  things  that  ever  I  did;  is  not 
this  the  Chrift?-^!  fhall  endeavour  fome  further  expli- 
cation of  this  text,  upon  a  note  of  do£trine,  pafling  over 
many  others.     What  I  mainly  fixt  upon  is, 

Observ.  That  thofe  faving  difcoveries  of  Chrift^  that 
make  perfons  to  condemn  and  abafe  themfclves  to  the 
lomjefty  lead  them  f  at  the  fame  time,  to  commend  and 
exalt  Cbrift  to  the  higheft. 

Self-fearching,  foul-humbling,  and  fm-dircojniring 
manifeftations,  iffue  in-Chrift-exalting  commendsitions, 
I  think  it  is  remarkable  in  this  woman,  that  kindly  hu- 
miliation did  not  take  place  in  her,  till  after  that  Chriii 
had  clearlymanifefted  himfelf  to  her,  faying,  I  that  f peak 
unto  thee^  am  he.  It  is  true,  when  Chrift  fifft  difco- 
vered her  wickednefs  and  lewdriefs  to  her,  flie  appealed 
to  be  felf-condemned  and  convifted,  faying,  I  perceive 
that  tboxi  art  a  Prophet ;  and  a  true  Prophet  indeed,  that 
can  tell  me  ho%  many  afts  of  lewdnefs  I  have  been  guil- 
ty of:  her  confcience  flying  in  her  face,  and  fubfcrib- 
\xig  X.6  the  truth  of  what  he  had  Xu\d\\^t  \  VcX  ^^"^-s  "^^ 

Vol.  hi.  t  <^  .£  ^^^^ 
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her  firft  convidlion  appeared  to  be  v^ry  partial  and  weak, 
ill  that,  as  fjme  think,  Ihe  feemed  to  Ihift  any  difcourfc 
about  her  own  vilenefs,  and  itarted  a  queilion  relative 
to  a  national  di3erence  betwixt  the  Jews  and  llie  Sama- 
ritans, to  divert  that  fubje£l  concerning  her  bafenefs; 
xi\  I  think,  we  may  conclude,  that  her  conviclions  be- 
fvirc  were  very  legal,  driving  her  rather  to  her  works 
and  duties  than  to  Chrift;  for,  inftantly  Ihe  falls  a  quef- 
tioning  him  about  the  means  of  worlhipping  God,  as  if 
when  now  Ihe  was  convinced  of  her  fin  againft  God, 
her  only  way  of  obtaining  his  favour^  was  by  endea- 
vouring to  pleafe  him  by  her  duties  of  worfhtp,  whom 
Hie  had  difpleafed  by  her  wickednefs  and  lewdnefs. 
And,  indeed,  the  firll  airth  tliat  an  awakened  con- 
fcience  looks  to^  is  the  law,  the  firft  Htijband.  But 
now,  when  once  Chrift  difcovers  and  manifefts  himfelf 
to  her,  Ihe  is  kindly  humbled  under  a  fenfe  of  her  vile- 
nefs ;  yea,  and  of  all  her  heart  and  life- wickednefs  re- 
prefented  to  her  under  that ;  and  in  the  light  wherein 
Chriit  difcovered  himfelf,  flie  faw  all  her  abominations; 
He  told  me  all  things  that  ever  J  did.  She  is  now  hum- 
bled and  abafcd  to  the  lowed:  Why?  her  fenfe  of  fin  is 
not  now  partial,  but  full;  He  told  mc  all  tbinrsxhat  ever 
I  did.  Neither  is  it  now  legal  but  evangelical ;  for  it 
was  now  in  the  glafs  of  a  faving  manifeftation,  in  the 
glats  wherein  Chrift  difcovered  his  glory  and  excellency 
that  flie  faw  all  her  own  filthinefs  and  deformity. — And 
v/iiilc  file  is  thus  debafed  and  humbled  by  the  difcovery 
of  Chrift,  how  does  flie  commend  and  exalt  him  to  the 
higheft  ?  She  commends  him  to  her  neighbour-citizens, 
and  puts  the  greatcft  honour  upon  him,  both  as  he  is 
the  true  God  incarnate,  that  by  his  omnifcient  eye 
could  fee,  and  f )  declare  to  her,  All  that  ever  Jhe  did; 
and  as  he  v.:  the  true  Mefiias,  the  anointed  of  Gcd; 
Is  not  this  the  Chrift  '? 

The  truth  of  this  doctrine  might  be  cleared  from  many 
icripture  paffages,  That  faving  difcoveries  of  Chrift  tend 
to  make  perfons  condemn  and  debafe  themfelves,  and  to 
commend  and  exalt  Chrift,  as  it  was  with  Job,  chap.  xl. 
\'ci\  4,  5.  God  haviu?;  manifefted  his  glory,  he  cried 
ont.  ''  Behold  \  am \\\^\  xAvaX^^X^-c&^^^x  >i\Kft.l  Iwill 
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lay  my  hand  upon  my  mouth  ;"  as  being  unworthy  to 
fpeak  in  the  prefence  of  luch  a  great  and  glorious  One  : 
therefore  he  adds,  "  Once  have  I  fpoken,  but  I  w  ill  not 
anfvver;  yea,  twice,  but  I  will  proceed  no  fartlicr.".  And 
chap.  xlii.  5,  6.  *'  I  have  heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of 
the  ear;  but  now  mine  eyes  feeth  thee:  wherefore,  I  ab- 
hor myfelf,  and  repent  in  dull  and  alhes."  See  how  the 
.  difcovery  of  Chriil  makes  the  prophet  Ifaiah  to  condemn 
and  abafe  himfelf  to  the  loweli,  and  to  commend  and  ex-  - 
alt  Ghrift  to  the  highell,  chap.  vi.  i.  5.  He  faw  the  Lord 
fitting  upon  a  throne  high  and  lifted  up,  and  his  train  fil- 
ling the  temple;  then  fays  he,  ^'Vv'o  is  me,  for  I  am  undone! 
becaufe  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips,  and  I  dweH  in  the 
midft  of  a  people  of  unclean  lips;  for  mine  eyes  have  feen 
the  King,  the  Lord  of  holls."  To  this  purpofe  we  may  fee 
Ifa.  xlv.  22, — 25.  "  Look  unto  me  and  be  faved,  all  ye 
ends  of  the  earth;  for  I  am  God,  and  there  is  none  elfe.'* 
Well,  what  will  iffue  upon  that  faving  fight  of  Chrift  ? 
Both  the  abafing  of  himfelf,  ver.  23.  To  bim  every  knee 
Jlyall  bov>;  and  the  high  commendation  and  exaltation  of 
Chrill,  "  Surely  ftiall  one  fay,  In  the  Lord  have  I  righ- 
teoyfnefs  and  fl:rength :  In  hira  Ihall  all  the  feed  of-  Ifrael 
be  juilified,  and  fliall  glory,"  ver.  24,  25. — But  pafling 
many  other  proofs,  I  fuppofe  it  will  be  found  evident  in 
the  experience  of  all  the  faints,  that  every  manifellation 
and  difcovery  of  Ghrift  tends  to  work  boththefe  effects 
at  the  fame  time,  even  to  make  them  condemn  and  de- 
bafe  themfelves  to  the  loweft,  and  to  commend  and  exalt 
Chrift  to  the  highefl:. 

This  fubjecl  is  very  large,  but  I  defign,  for  fhorten- 
ing  the  work,  to  confine  myfelf  efpecially  to  the  circum- 
flances  and  effedls  of  the  difcovery  that  thrift  here  gives 
of  himfelf  to  the  woman  of  Samaria,  in  the  following 
method. 

I.  I  Ihall  fhow  what  we  are  to  underftand  by  Chrift 
raanlfefting  or  difct)verini;  himfelf  to  a  perfon. 

II.  What  are  thefe  fin-difcovering  and  foul-debafing 
efFefts  of  Chrift  manifefting  himfelf;  or,  when  may 
one  be  in  cafe  to' fay,  that  Chrift  hath  told  him  all 
things  that  ever  he  did  \ 

Gg2  Yi^^^^'^'^^ 
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III.  What  are  thefe  Ch rift-exalting  commendations, 
wherein  fuch  difcoveries  of  Chrift  vent  themfelves; 
and  fo  notice  the  particular  import  in  what  the 
woman  here  fays,  Come  fee  a  man  that  told  me  all 
things  that  €ver  I  did;   Is  not  this  the  Chrift  ? 

IV.  I  will  Ihew  the  reafons.  of  the  do£lrine,  whence 
it  is  that  faving  difcoveries  of  Chrift  have  fuch  a 
felf-debaftng  and  Chrift-exalting  influence.  And 
then, 

V.  Make  application  of  the  whole  fubjeft. 

I.  I  will  fpeak  a  little  of  Chrift's  difcovering  and 
manifefting  himfelf  to  finners.  And  here  I  would  con- 
fine myfelf  to  the  circumftances  of  the  difcovery  that  he 
makes  of  himfelf  to  this  woman,  which  wrought  this 
effeft  in  her,  and  which,  iii  moft  particulars,  will  be 
found  to  agree  with  all  the  faving  manifeftations  that 
our  Lord  makes  of  himfelf  to  his  people,  either  at  firft 
converfion,  or  any  renewed  vifit  he  makes  to  them. 
And  here  Ave  may  notice,  i.  Some  things  relating  to 
the  means  of  the  difcovery  that  Chrilt  makes  of  himfelf 
to  this  woman.  2.  Some  things  relating  to  the  manner 
of  it. 

i/^,  There  are  fome  things  in  the  context  relating  to 
the  means  of  this  difcovery. 

I.  One  of  the  myre  remote  means  was  his  taking 
occafion  to  come  to  a  place  v^here  flie  was  alfo  to  come, 
and  fo  cafting  himfelf  in  her  way,  as  it  were.  This  is 
noticed  very  remarkably,  ver.  4th  of  this  chapter,  where 
it  is  faid.  He  miift  needs  go  through  Samaria  :  Whatever 
other  reafons  there  were  for  his  going  this  waj',  here  was 
a  fpecial  one  ;  he  niuft  needs  meet  this  woman,  and 
with  thofe  Samaritans,  v/hom,  on  this  occafion,  he  con- 
verted to  the  faith.  If  there  be  bat  one  foul  that  Chrift 
Jiath  an  errand  to,  the  world  VviJl  not  keep  him  away 
from  the  place  where  that  foul  is.  He  muft  needs  go 
through  that  place:  there  is  a  fweet  neceflity  he  lies 
under  ;  he  muft  needs  bring  a  gofpel-miniftry  there  ;  he 
muft  needs  bring  gofpel-ordinances  where  he  has  any 
fouls  to  meet  witli,  and  difcover  himfelf  favingly  unto. 
They  to  whom  CWA\\a\l^d;^<:,oN^x^^\i:cca^^^^^ 
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a  merciful  providence  exercifed  about  them,  in  his  or- 
dering their  lot  fo,  that  either  they  are  brought  to  the 
place  where  Chrill  and  his  ordinances  are,  or  Chrllc 
and  his  ordinances  come  to  the  place  where  they  are. 

2.  A  fecond  more  remote  means  of  this  difcovery  is, 
our  Lord  ordering  matters  fo  as  her  fecular^  errand  is 
made  the  occafion  of  her  fpiritual  good  and  advantage, 
ver.  7.  There  comes  this  woman  of  Samaria  to  draw 
water.  Providence  may  be  intending  much  mercy  to 
thofe  who  are  both  very  unworthy  of  it,  and  very  un- 
concerned about  it.  Little  was  this  fmful  woman  mind- 
ing any  other  thing  but  to  draw  water ;  yet  a  happy 
providence  made  her  to  meet  with  the  Saviour  of  fmners. 
Some  have  come  to  ordinances,  as  this  woman  did  to 
Jacob's  well,  with  no  other  view,  fave  upon  fome  fecu- 
lar  and  carnal  errand ;  may  i^e  to  draw  the  water  of 
damnation  to  themfelves,  or  to  draw  in  fome  applaufe 
to  themfelves  amongft  their  neighbours,  or  merely  from 
cullom  and  curiofity,  little  minding  any  faving  good, 
which  yet  the  Lord  hath  prevented  them  with. 

3.  A  third  mean  of  this  difcovery  is,  Chrift  falls  a 
.(difcourfing  with  her,  and  upon  occafion  of  his  feeking, 
and  her  refufmg  him  a  drink  of  water,  he  fliews  his 
pity  and  compaffion  on  her,  as  an  ignorant  and  infen- 
iible  finner,  having  no  knowledge  of  her  i*eal  want  and 
neceflity,  with  refpeft  to  that  better  water  which  he  had 
to  give;  and  particularly  he  lets  her  kpow,  that  the  well 
of  living  water  was  in  his  hand  to  difpenfe  as  he  pleafed; 
and  that  as  he  offers  his  grace  before  we  aflc  it,  fo  he  will 
not  refufe  it  to  them  who  alk  it  upon  his  offer  and  pro- 
iiiife  :  "  If  thou  hadft  known,  thou  wouldll  have  aflced, 
and  I  would  have  given  thee  living  water*.'*  And,  be- 
fides,  in  his  difcourfe,  he  commends  his  wares  to  her, 
ver.  14. ;  his  gifts,  his  graces,  his  Spirit,  as  a  well  above 
all  wells,  A  well  of^Materflyringing  tip  to  everlafting  life; 
and  dl  to  be  freely  difpenfed  by  way  of  gift  and  donation. 
And  this  is  the  way  he  deals  fttU  with  fmners  in  the 
free  difi:>enftition  of  the  gofpel. 

4.  A  fourth  mean  of  this  difcovery,  is  his  working  a 
work  of  conviftion  upon  her  confcience^  by  flxe\vm<5^l\ec 
trahrgfcOions  to  her,  ^nd  feltmg  Vvtx  ^\a  \w  w^^^^^i^^^'^^ 
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her,  ver.  i8,;  and  thereby  difcovering  his  prophetical 
office  to  her,  and  raifing  ibme  elteeni  of  him  as  a  Pro- 
.phet,  ver.  19.     The  freeft  offers  do  not  prevail  with 
finners,  till   they  be  convinced  of  their  fmfulnefs  and 
mifery.     Indeed,  it  is   not  every   fight  of  fin  that  will 
convince  the  finncr  ;  but  Chrift  mull  fet  it  home  upon 
the  confcience,  and  difcover  fin  to  them  marked  by  his 
all-feeing  eye,  his  all-fearching  eye ;   for  the  woman 
knew  pretty  well,  how  matters  were  with  her,  and  yet, 
v/ithout  any  due  fenfe,  till  he  ript  up  and  laid  open  her 
bjfom,  and  made  her  fee  and  underftand  that  all  her  fms 
were  naked   and  open  unto  the  eye  of  him  with  whom 
fhe  had  new  to  do  ;   and  though  Ihe  did  not  know  him 
t)  be  the  Chrift,  yet  ihe  begins  to  have  fome  high  thought 
(jf  him  as  a  Prophet  that  had  the  mind  of  God,  and  by 
whom  God  was  difcovering  her  finfulnefs  to  her.     But 
it  does  not  appear,  as  yet,  that  fl:e  perceived  any  thing 
in  him  above  ordinary  prophets  ;   fo  gradually,  by  little 
and  little,  did  he   manifeft  himfelf  to  her.     Only  it  is 
evident  here,  that  in  God's  order  and  method  of  w^ork- 
jng  efledlually   on  the   hearts  of  finners,  as  there  is  a 
dlicovery  of  fin  that  goes  before  a  difcovery  of  Chrift, 
without  which  perfons  do  not  fee  their  need  of  Chrift; 
fo  the  more  that   Chrill  tlifcovers  fin,  and   touches  the 
fmner's  heart  therewith,  it  breeds  the  more  refpe<5l  and 
cllimation  of  him,  though  it  may  be  very  weak  and  low 
at  firlh 

5.  A  fifth  mean  of  tjiis  difcovery,  is  his  opening  up 
to  her  the  nature  of  true  fpiritual  and  acceptable  worlhip, 
ver.  21, — 24.  Here  he  gives  her  fuch  infl:ru£tion  as 
might  tend  to  let  her  fee  that  he  was  a  Prophet  above 
all  prophets,  that  knew  what  changes  were  quickly  to 
fall  out  with  reicrence  to  tlte  place  of  religious  worfhip, 
and  wliat  fort  of  worfiiip  God  would  have,  what  a  Spirit 
he  is,  and  what  fervice  he  requires.  As  faith  comes 
bv  hearing,  fo  difcovcrics  of  Chrill,  the  glorious  object 
of  faith,  come  by  the  means  of  inftruttion  and  divine 
teacliing,  fuch  as  the  Lord  Jefus  here  gives  this  woman. 
And  this  paves  way  to 

6.  A  fixth  mean  of  this  difcovery,  namely,  his  working 
in  iier  Jieavt  a  VAr.dW  te\A\^TV"^x^A\c^  ol^ '^'^^\\\^  ^^l^e-m 


Serm.  LII,  &?r.  The  Female  Preacher.  471 

for  the  Mcffias,  vcr.  .25.  The  longer  Ihe  converfed  with 
Chriil,  ihe  is  the  more  enamoured  with  him.  Though 
he  difclaimed  the  Samariiaa  wcrfliip,  and  declared  they 
had  no  warrant  for  their  religion  ;  yet  having,  at  ilie 
fame  time,  fliewed  that  the  Jewifh  worfhip  was  warraiil- 
able  by  the  word  of  (ji)d,  though  yet  their  teiup-jraiy 
way  of  worlhip  was  what  his  coming  to  the  wcrld  was 
to  give  a  burial  to,  and  to  abolilh,  upon  wliicii  a  niorj 
excellent  way  of  worlhii)ping  God  was  to  fuccced;  I  fay, 
the  more  llie  hears  him  Ipeak,  the  more  Ihe  is  enamoured 
<vith  his  difc'jurfe,  and  filled  with  great  rcfpeft  and  re- 
gard to  the  Meflias,  fr^jm  whom  fhc  expected  fuch  ir- 
itrud;ion  as  that ;  ''  I  know  that  MeiTias  comes,  v.iiich 
is  called  Chriil;  when  he  is  come,  he  v; ill  tell  us  all 
things  :"  not  knowing,  as  yet,  that  flie  v\as  fpcaliing  to 
him.  She  is  fpeaking  with  a  very  high  eflimation  cf  him, 
as  the  great  Teach.er  .of  his  church,  that  would  fully  re- 
veal the  counfel  of  God  concerning  his  fervice  and  nleans 
of  falvation.  And  now  die  woman,  by  tliefe  means,  being 
brought  to  have  precious  thoughts  of  Chriil,  and  to  give 
fuch  a  notable  evidence  of  her  faith  concerning  him, 
then  he  difcovered  himfelf,  faying,  /  that  f peak  xmto  tk£.i 
4im  be.  When  people  are  brought  to  fublime  thoughts 
.of  Chriil,  then  it  is  certain  Qirill  is  not  far  off  from 
them. — Thus  ye  have  the  means.     We  fliall, 

'^.(ily^  Notice  the  manner  of  the  difcovery  that  Clirift 
makes  of  himfelf,  I  that /peak  unto  tbce^  am  be.  Kere 
is  a  clear  manifeftation  and  revelation  that  Chrift  him- 
felf gives  of  himfelf,  /  that  f peak  unto  tbec^  am  he.  It  is 
not  ordinary  for  Chrift  to  give  fuch  telHmony  of  himfelf; 
there  muft  be  fome  rare  thing  here  :  for,  when  Jolia's 
difciples  came  to  aflc  him,  "Art  thou  he  thatJlioald  come, 
or  may  we  look  for  another  ?"  He  does  not  fay,  ''  I  that 
fpeak  unto  thee,  am  he;"  nay,  but,  "  Go  tell  John  what 
ye  hear  and  fee;  tlie  blind  receive  their  fight,  the  lame 
walk,  the  lepers  are  cleanfed,  the  deaf  hear,  the  dead  are 
raifed  up,and  the  poor  have  thegofpel  preached  to  them/' 
Alatth,  xi.  5.;  let  him  draw  the  conclufion  frorii  thefc 
premifes  whether  1  am  he  or  not :  but  hei'e  he  gives  as 
clear  a  difcovery  cf  himfelf  as  in  all  tlie  book  of  God, 
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ciit  of  his  own  mouth.  We  know  Peter  gave  a  clear 
tefrimony, ''  Thou  art  Chriit,  the  Son  of  the  )ivingGod;" 
the  Father  gave  a  great  teitimony  to  him,  "  This  is  ray 
belovedSon,  in  whom  I  am  wellpleafed:"  but  tliat  Chrill 
gave  as  clear  a  teltimony  of  himfelf,  is  rarely  to  be  found 
in  ail  the  New  Te (lament :  yea,  this  difcovery  of  him- 
felf io  more  remarkable,  becaufe  he  forbade  his  difcipies, 
at  that  time,  to  tell  exprefly  who  he  was  ;  and  when. 
Pilate  and  Herod,  and  others,  alked  him,  Who  art  thou? 
He  either  gave  them  a  very  dark  anfwer,  or  none  at  all. 
Chrift  is  not  lavifh  of  his  commendations  in  tliis  manner; 
therefore,  there  is  fome  fpeciality  here  :  and  yet  there 
is  fomcthing  in  the  manner  of  ChrWl  manifelling  hiti> 
felf  to  her,  that  is  common  to  all  the  children  of  God, 
to  whr;m  he  favingly  manifelts  himfelf. 

I.  It  was  in  a  word,  a  home-word  fpoken  to  her 
heart,  that  he  difcovered  himfelf;  /  that  f peak  unto  thee, 
am  he.  It  was  by  fpeaking  to  her,  that  he  manifefted 
himfelf;  fo  it  is  in  the  word  that  he  difcovers  himfelf  to 
his  ovvii ;  that  word  that  comes  into  the  ear  of  others, 
comes  into  their  heart.  The  joyfid  found  goes  through 
the -very  foul  of  the  man,  in  a  fecret  indifcernible  man- 
ner: this  is  plain  in  the  cafe  of  this  woman,  both  with 
refpefl  to  the  word  that  he  fpake  for  her  conviftion,  to 
difcover  her  fin  ;  and  in  the  word  that  he  fpake  for  her 
confolation,  difcovering  himfelf  as  the  Saviour.  In  the 
former  he  had  faid, ''  I  knov/this  is  not  thy  hufband  that 
thou  hart;''  the  word  went  to  her  heart;' that  is  a  true 
word  fays  fhe,  fpoken  by  a  true  propliet,  for  I  am  living 
in  wlioredom.  Thus  God,  in  dealing  with  finners  by  his 
word  externally,  makes  it  have  an  intern.il  found  in  the 
lieart ;  he  whifpers  in  the  ear  of  a  finner,  and  makes  him 
think,  Alas!  that  is  very  true  ;  I  am  juft  guilty  of  that 
fin ;  I  cannot  reclaim  againft  what  the  minifter  fays  ;  all 
is  true;  I  mull  take  with  the  charge  of  God*s  word.  So 
with  refpcdl  to  the  latter,  when  he  difcovers  himfelf  fav- 
ingly,  it  is  in  the  word  of  grace  ;  it  comes  into  the  ear, 
but  the  finger  of  God  fets  it  down  to  the  heart ;  the  God 
that  commanded  light  to  fhine  out  of  darknefs,  fliines  into 
the  Jieart :  and  it  is  in  the  glafs  of  the  word  that  this  light 
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2.  It  was  a  particular  difcovery ;  /  that  f peak  unto  thee^ 
%im  be:  to  thee  :  fo  when  Gcxl,  in  Chrift,  difcovers 
himfelf,  it  is  a  particular  difcovery ;  he  calls  his  own 
Iheep  by  name,  John  x.  3.  As  the  word  of  conviftion  is 
particular,  fo  the  word  of  grace  is  particular,  as  if  God 
wpre  dealing  with  none  other  but  that  perfon.  .  O!  has 
he  fpoken  to  thee,  man;  to  tliee,  woman;  in  particular, 
by  his  word,  and  fet  it  home  upon  thy  heart  ? 

3.  It  was  an  immediate  difcovery  he  himfelf  made  of 
himfelf.  This  indeed  is  not  to  be  expected  in  the  man- 
ner that  the  woman  here  was  privileged  with:  but  tho' 
it  is  not  ncv/  in  an  immediate,  but  in  a  mediate  way;  yet 
where  he  favingly  manifells  himfelf,  he  takes  the  means 
in  his  own  hand,  and  makes  the  foul  find  that  it  is  none 
other  but  himfelf  that  is  dealing  with  it ;  it  is  not  the 
voice  of  men  or  minifters,  but  the  voice  of  God  that  it 
hears,  i  Theff.  ii.  13.  The  word  comes  with  fuch  lights 
life,  and  majefty,  that  the  foul  finds  it  is  indeed,  the 
word  of  God ;  it  has  a  heavenly  echo  with  it.  And 
hence, 

4.  It  was  a  clear  and  demonftrative  difcovery  ;  /  am 
HE,  fays  Chrift  to  the  woman.  Saving  difcoveries  are 
hy  way  of  demonftration,as  the  word  imports,  Johnxvi.9. 
Thus  he  manifefts  himfelf  to  his  people^  as  he  does  not 
manifeil  himfelf  to  the  world,  who  remain  incompaffed 
and  invelopcd  with  the  clouds  and  mifts  of  grofs  darknefs 
artd  ignorance,  amidft  all  the  literal  knowledge  they  en- 
joyed. 

5.  It  was  a  gradual  difcovery,  by  little  and  little,  from 
one  ftep  to  another,  till  he  made  all  his  glory  pafs  before 
this  woman :  even  fo,  where  he  manifefts  himfelf  faving* 
ly^  he  does  it  gradually;  "  His  goings  forth  are  prepar- 
ed-as  the  morning."  The  work  that  is  very  fudden, 
feldom  .proves  very  found.  It  is  obferved  of  the  bad 
ground,  that  the  feed  fown  did  fuddenly  fpring  up;  God's 
ordinary  way  of  manifefting  himfelf  is  gradual;  "  The 
path  of  the  juft  ihines  more  and  more  unto  the  perfeft 
day/'     Then, 

6.  It  was  a  fenfible  difcovery  that  he  gave  of  himfelf 
to  this  woman;  her  time  was  a  time  of  kve.  After  he 
had  Jet  her  fee  that  flie  was  lymg^  vaViSt  XJ^^^^  TOiJl'\»^ 
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the  puddle  of  pollution,  and  after  he  had  filled  her  heart 
with  precious  thoughts  of  the  Meffias,  the  Deliverer,  he 
would  no  longer  hide  himfelf  from  her.  O  how  fweet- 
ly  and  fenfibly  does  he  manifeft  himfelf  to  his  people, 
when  they  are  apt  to  think  he  is  far  from  them!  As  this 
woman  was  fpeaking  of  the  Meffias,  as  the  glorious  per- 
fon  whom  fhe  knew  not  if  ever  fhe  would  have  the  hap- . 
pinefs  to  fee,  Behold^  fays  Ghrift,  /  that  /peak  unto  thee^ 
am  be.  O !  fays  the  foul,  will  I  ever  get  a  fight  of 
Ghrift  ?  I  know  not  if  ever  I  will  be  fo  happy ;  why, 
then  ufually  he  lets  them  know  he  is  not  far  off. 

7.  It  was  a  wonderful  difcovery  he  made  of  himfelf  to 
this  woman ;   there  were  many  wonders  in  it :    and,  in- 
deed, whenever  Ghrift  manifeils  himfelf  to  any  foul,  it 
will  fee  fome  l\ich  like  wonders  as  fhe  faw.  O  wonderful, 
might  fhe  fay  !  is  he  fpeaking  to  me,  fuch  a  poor  wo»- 
man  as  I  am,  and  fuch  a  bafe  woman  as  I  have  been! 
Why,  as  there  was  no  fibnefs,  or  relation,  betwixt  him 
and  her,  but  on  the  contrary  a  ftated  enmity  and  alie- 
nation;   for,    The  yews  bad  no  dealing  witb  tbe  Samari- 
tans;  yea,  but  he  muft  deal  with  her,   though  fhe  was 
no    good  woman ;    nay,    a  common   whore,    lying    in 
whoredom.     O  wonderful !    Tho'  ye  were  never  fuch 
a  great  finner,  yet  Ghrift  is  content  to  fpeak  with  you, 
for  your  everlafting  good  ;   and  it  is  an  ill  tale  that  may 
not  be  heard.     Will  ye  allow  Ghrift  to  fpeak  to  you  I 
Was  it  not  wonderful  that  Ghrift  fhould  fpeak  to  this 
woman,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  he  did  ?    How  kindly  doe? 
he  fpeak  to  her  that  he  might  gain  her  heart  with  his 
love,   and  kill  her  with    kindnefs?     One  might,  have 
thought  he  would  call  her  a  bafe  filthy  devil,  as  it  was 
faid  to   himfelf  moft  blafphemoufly  ;  Say  nxe  not  saelly 
thou  art  a  Samaritan^  and  baft  a  devil?      It  was  true  of 
this  woman  of  Samaria,  fhe  was  a  Samaritan  that  had  a 
filthy  devil ;   yea,  the  Jews  took  all  the  Samaritans  for 
incarnate  devils.     But  does  Ghrift  call  her  fo  ?     Nay: 
and  it  adds  to  the  wonder  of  his  difcovering  himfelf  to 
her,  that  fhe  was  a  flighter  of  Ghrift,  he  was  underva- 
lued  by  her;    Art  thou  greater  than  our  father  Jacob? 
fays  file,  ver.  12.;  yea,  flie  refufed  him  a  drink  of  cold 
water ;   vet  he  beats  m\\\  ^  \!a^l^  ^^\^\vVs>^  -^^nA  \wani- 
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fefts  himfelf  to  her,  even  to  her :  O  wonderful !  Do 
not  feveral  I'uch  wonders  take  place,  when  the  Lord 
comes  to  fpcak  and  manifell  himfelf  to  you,  O  believ- 
ers, O  finners  ?  Are  there  not  v/onders  enough  to  be 
cbferved  concerning  tliis  glorious  perfon  Ihewing  him- 
felf ?  He  might  dwell  in  heaven  to  all  eternity,  as  be 
dwelt  in  heaven  from  all  eternity,  and  be  for  ever  hap- 
py :  the  Father  was  good  company  to  him,  and  he  needed 
none  of  your  company ;  he  had  infinite  delight  in 
himfelf  more  than  in  all  his  creatures  :  yet  for  all  this, 
that  he  fliould  fpeak  and  ihew  himfelf  to  you,  how 
Vv^onderful  is  it !  His  difcoveries  are  wonderful,  in  that 
he  feeks  nothing  of  us  :  it  is  true,  he  made  the  falhicn 
of  feeking  a  drink  of  water  from  this  woman,  but  that 
was  only  by  the  bye  ;  he  got  meat  and  drink  enough 
when  he  got  the  woman  to  himfelf;  the  great  thing  he 
was  feeking  was  to  get  the  woman  divorced  from  all  her 
bafe  hulbands,  and  married  to  himfelf ;  yea,  betrothed 
to  him  for  ever  :  yea,^  Chrift's  vifits  to  fome  may  be 
wonderful,  not  only  to  the  finner,  that  gets  them ;  but 
to  the  faints  and  difciples,  that  fee  or  hear  tell  of  them. 
We  are  told  here,ver.  27.  that  the  difciples,  when  they 
came,  marvelled  that  he  talked  with  the  woman:  though 
they  durft  not  challenge  him,  yet'^it  was  matter  of  of- 
fence to  them  that  he  fo  freely  converfed  with  her. 
Chrift  can  demean  himfelf,  and  (loop  fo  low  to  a  poor 
finner  as  is  marvellous  to  flefti  and  blood:  there  is  more 
kindnefs  and  humility  in  him  alone,  than  in  all  his 
friends  ;  they  being  advanced,  by  grace,  are  apt  to  for- 
get themfelves,  and  to  become  fo  proud  as  to  defpife 
others,  though  they  themfelves  were  once  lifted  out  of 
the  dungeon,  and  chofen  out  of  the  duft.     But  then, 

8.  It  was  a  powerful  difoovery  that  he  made  of  himfelf 
to  this  woman,  as  appears  by  the  gracious  eflefits  thereof. 
Now  her  heart  goes  oft'  all  things  elfe,  flie  forgets  her 
v/ater-pot ;  her  mind  is  fet  upon  fome  greater  things ; 
fhe  ran  ^way  to  the  city,  that  flie  might  invite  others 
to  follow  him,  who  had  fo  wonderfully  manifefted  him- 
felf to  her ;  and,  indeed,  all  faving  manifeftations  have 
a  power  attending  them.  The  gofpel  comes  not  in 
'word  oiiJj,  but  in  power  :  C\vY\ft?a  viqt^  \v^^  "^l  ^^-^^liv^^ 
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power,  lie  draws  with  loving-kindtiefs,  while  grace 
and  love  is  poured  from  his  lips.  This  word,  wherein 
lie  vifits  the  foul,  has  a  gaining  power^  that  wins  the 
heart  from  all  things,  and  makes  Ghrift  all  in  all.  And 
his  manifeftations  have  a  fanftifying,  transforming  pow-  I 
er;  beholding  his  glory,  we  are  changed  into  the  lame  1 
image;  and  efpecially  they  lead  to  a  felf-debafmg  and 
Chrift-exalting  exercife.     Which  brings  me  to 

11.  The  fecond  general  head  propofed,  namely.  What 
are  thefefm-difcovering  andfoul-debafingeffeftsofChrift's 
manifefting  himfelf  ?  or,  when  may  one  be  in  cafe  to  fay, 
He  told  me  all  things   that  ever  I  did^     It  is  true,  this  v 
is  a  part  of  what  the  woraaij  fpake  to  Chrift's  commen- 
dation,  as  an  all-knowing  God  :   as  well  as  to  her  own    \ 
condemnation,   as  a  vile  fmner,  brought  under  a  kincliy    ■ 
felf-abafement,  by  the  difcovery  (he  had  of  Ghrift,  b^th 
as  a  kindly  reprover,  and  a  merciful  Redeemer,  a  Ghrift,    , 
a  Saviour. — To  give  light  to  this  particular,   1  fhall    . 
only  touch  at  this,   how  all  things  are  told,    when  only 
fome   things  feem  to  be  told  ?     How  can  this   woman 
fay.  He  told  me  all  things   that  ever  I  didy  when  yet 
it  was  only  her  whoredom  and  adultery  that  he  dilco- 
veredi*     Or,  when  may  the  difcovery  that  Ghrift  makes 
of  himfelf  be  fo  humbling  and  abaling,  that  when  but  a 
fmall  part  is  mentioned,  yet  all  that  ever  we  did  is 
difcovered  ? 

I  anfwer,  i.  It  may  be  faid  confequentially  ;  He  told 
me  all  things  that  ever  I  did;  that  is,  by  plain  confe-. 
quence.  As  we  may  fee  what  the  conclufijn  is,  when 
the  premifes  are  related ;  what  the  root  is,  when  the 
fruit  is  difcovered  :  and  what  the  fountain  is,  when 
the  ftreams  are  difcovered  :  even  fo,  when  Ghrift  tells 
a  perfon  what  evil  fruit  he  hath  brought  forth,  that  per- 
fon  may  eafily  infer,  that  he  hath  told  him  that  he  is  an 
evil  tree  ;  and  by  the  ftreams  of  wickednefs  in  the  life, 
he  leads  people  thus  to  the  fountain  of  wickednefs  in 
the  heart  and  nature.  When  he  tells  one  of  the  black 
fmoke  that  comes  out  of  the  chimney  of  his  heart,  he 
tells  alfo,  by  plain  confequence,  that  there  is  a  fire  of 
corruption  within  v  and  l\vex\  \'s»  o\i^  ^-aJva^x.^  'l.^V-^iyw^t^ 
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rence,  when,  by  the  cUfcovery  of  one  fin,  in  the  light  of 
a  gracious  manifeftation,  he  is  led,  in  a  fpiritually  argu* 
menlive  way,  to  infer  his  tgtal  deprivation,  both  in  na- 
ture and  practice;  he  may  fay,  confecjuently,  at  leaft, 
He  told  me  all  things  that  ever  J  <//</. 

2.  It  may  be  faid  inclufively  and  virtually;  He  told  me 
all  things  that  ever  I  did.  As  he  that  oficpds  in  one  point 
of  the  law,  is  guilty  of  all,  James  ii.  10.  in  counterading 
the  authority  that  enjoins  all ;  fo  he  that  is  humbled 
deeply  for  any  one  fin,  ^ay  fee  therein,  that  he  bath 
broken  all  the  commands  of  God>  and  may  be  faid,  in 
a  part,  to  have  feen  tlie  whole.  Jn  tranfgrefling  of  one 
command,  he  may  fee  his  being  a  tranfgreffor  of  all  the 
Qoramands  of  God,  and  a  continual  tranfgreffor  thereof 
in  thought,  word,  and  deed;  becaufe,  as  every  imagina- 
tion of  the  heart  is  evil,  and  only  evil  continually ;  fo, 
out  of  the  heart,  as  out  of  a  bitter  fountain^  proceed  evil 
thoughts,  murders,  adulteries,  fornications,  thefts,  falfc 
witneffing,  blafphemy,  and  all  other  pollutions  befide. 
All  the  fins  of  people  are  included,  inclofed,  connec- 
ted  together  as  links  in  a  chain;  fo  that  when  one  link 
is  feen,  the  whole  chain  may  be  faid  to  be  feen. 
Suppofe  a  chain  whereof  fome  links  are  above  the 
ground,  and  all  the  reft  of  it  hanging  down  into  a  dark 
and  deep  pit ;  when  the  upper  links  are  feen,  in  their 
connexion  with  the  whole,  then  one  may  be  faid  to  have 
fisen  all,  becaufe  ail  are  included  and  inclofed  in  what 
he  faw. 

3.  It  may  be  faid  potentially,  He  told  me  all  things  that 
ever  I  did;  becaufe,  by  that  one  infl:ance  he  gave  a 
proof  of  his  ability  fo  to  do.  He  that  could  tell  me  this, 
could  tell  me  all ;  he  that  cx)uld  obferve  this,  hath  ob- 
ferved  all  that  ever  I  did,  and  can  as  eafily  tell  me  all 
as  tell  me  a  part;  for  none  but  the  Searcher  of  hearts, 
that  {<:^  all  my  goings,  could  have  told  me  this.  He. 
that  can  fave.  tp  the  utmoft,  can  fee  to  the  uttermoft. 

4.  It  may  be  faid  reprefentatively.  He  told  me  all  things 
that  ever  I^did;  for  this  difcovery  reprefented  all  othftr 
things,  all  my  other  fins.  This  reprefentation  is  like 
that  which  is  ipade  in  a  mirror  ;  if  one  fet  a  looking- 
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glafs  before  you  to  fee  a  fpot  in  your  face,  when  yoil 
fee  that,  at  the  fame  time  you  fee  all  the  fpots  there: 
fo,  when  Chrift  fets  the  glafs  of  his  word  before  you  to 
fee  fuch  a  particular  fpot  and  blot ;  in  the  fame  glafs 
you  have  a  view  and  reprefentation  of  all  the  fpots,  and 
all  the  blemifhes  of  your  heart  and  way.  Fur,  we  may 
conceive  this  reprefentation  like  that  which  is  made  in  a 
map  ;  if  one  fhew  you,  for  example,  a  particular  city 
in  the  map  of  the  world,  why,  at  the  fame  time,  he  pre- 
fents  to  you  all  the  terraqueous  globe ;  the  whole  world 
.  at  one  glance  :  fo  here,  when,  in  the  light  of  the  Spirit, 
Chrift  difcovers  to  you  one  fm,  in  the  fame  map  you  fee 
the  whole  world  of  wickednefs,  a  world  of  atheifm,  en- 
mity, unbelief,  pride,  felf,  and  other  plagues  innume- 
rable. 

Thus  in  the  day  of  gracious  manifeftation,  wherein 
Chrift,  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs,  difcovers  himfelf,  the 
finner,  that  is  privileged  with  it,  cannot  but  fee  a  black 
fight  of  himfelf,   which  makes  him  Jay,  in  efFeft,  He    ' 
told  me  all  the  ills  that  ever  I  did  :   he  told  me  what  I 
have  been,   and  what  I  have  done  ;   that  I  have  been  a 
finner  in  Adam,  and  a  tranfgreflor  from  the  womb:  that 
I  have  done  evil  as  I  could;   and  given  innumerable  in- 
ftances  of  a  carnal  mind,  which  is  enmity  againft  God ; 
and  of  an  unbelieving  heart,   which  is  enmity  againft 
Chrift;  and  of  refiftance  to  tlie  motions  of  heaven,  which 
is  enmity  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft.     When  the  fun  Ihines 
into  a  dark  houfe,   by  a  fmall  windov/,  the  beams  dif- 
cover  innumerable  motes  and  hovering  particles  of  dull 
in  that  part  of   the  houfe  where  the  light  is  Ihining, 
by  which  we  are  made  to  fee  and  underftand  that  the 
whole   houfe  is  full  of  motes   and  duft  :   even  fo  here, 
when  Chrift,    the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs,    appears  and 
fhines  in  upon  the  dark  dungeon  of  a  finner's  heart,  ard 
difcovers  any  motes  and  blotes  that  are  there,   then  it 
appears  that  the  whole  houfe,  the  whole  heart  and  na- 
ture is  full  of  the  duft  and  fifioke  of  hell ;   v/hich  makes 
the  foul  cry  out  with  Job,  Bebold  I  amvlle!  and  hence 
the  more  precious  that  Chrift  appears  in  any  man^s  eye, 
the  more  vile  does  he  appear  in  his  own  eye,  and  debafe 
hira/elf  to  tlie  loweft ',  ^^  <lcvvxJ«w^\i\\svlO&  '^^  ^cc^^^  \s:.^v- 
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feme  fmner  that  ever  was  feen,  when  Chrift  tells  him 

all  that  ever  he  did. So  much  Ihall  fuffice  concerning 

the  foul-debafmg  effedts  of  Chrift's  manifefting  himfelf, 
imported  in  that  expreffion,  He  told  me  all  things  that 
ever  I  did:  at  one  glance  he  gave  me  a  view  of  all  the 
fins  that  ever  I  was  guilty  of. 

IJI.  The  third  general  head  propofed,  was,  To  Ihow, 
What  are  thefg  Chrift-exalting  commendations  wherein 
fuch  difcoveries  of  Chrift  vent  themfelves,  and  which  are 
imjx)rted  in  the  words  of  the  woman  here,  Come  fee  a 
man  that  told  jne  all  things  that  ever  I  did^  is  not  this  the 
Chrift?  Here,  confining  myfelf  to  the  matter  and  the 
manner  of  the  commendation  in  the  text,  notice, 

i/>,  The  matter  of  the  commendation,  or  in  what 
refpedts  Ihe  commends  Chrift  to  her  neighbours;  and  it 
is  particularly  in  two  refpedls  which  are  very  compre- 
henfive.  i.  She  commends  him  in  his  natures.  2.  In 
his  offices. 

I.  In  his  natures,  as  the  Man-God,  or  the  God-man, 
that  told  me  all  things  that  ever  I  did.  Here  is  his  hu- 
man nature  ;  but,  O  Ihe  faw  his  divinity  through  tl\e 
vail  of  his  humanity;  He  told  me  all  things  that  ever  I 
did^  and  gave  me  thus  an  infallible  proof  of  his  being 
the  fupreme  God.  She  was  neither  an  Arian  nor  a  So- 
cinian ;  neither  will  any  be  fo  that  gets  fuch  a  difcovery 
of  Chrift  as  fhe  got.  And  furely  the  blafphemous  Ari- 
ans  of  our  day  f  bewray  their  ignorance,  and  want  of 
true  learning  and  fpiritual  knowledge,  fuch  as  this  poor 
woman  had.  O  but  a  little  glance  of  Chrift's  glory  can 
make  a  poor  illiterate  woman  wifer  than  the  learned 
Rabbies,  that  were  never  taught  of  God,  and  yet  think 
themfelves  the  only  wits  of  the  world.  Thofe  to  whom 
Chrift  difcovers  himfelf,  as  they  will  fee,  fo  they  will 
commend  him  to  others  as  God  in  our  nature;  God  ma- 
rtifefted  in  theflcjb.  Who  ever  queftioned  but  the  Search- 
er of  hearts,  who  knows  all  things^  is  the  true  and  fu- 
preme 

•  t  Tlfat^rianlfni  was  much  upon  the  Increafe,  about  this  time,  both 
in  Scotland  andl^ngUndj  was  formerly  nouced^  Y^l%  11%  \t»  6^4^^^^^-^* 
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pretnc  God,  that  can  give  laws  to  bind  the  heart  and 
confciences  of  men,  and  then  difclofe  their  hearts  to 
them,  and  tell  them  all  thefe  things  wherein  they  have 
violate  and  broken  that  law,  in  heart  or  way?  Yet 
Chrift  is  here  declared  to  be  fuch  an  one;  He  told  me 
all  things  that  ever  I  did.  Why,  this  can  be  no  more 
denied,  than  it  can  be  queftioned  whether  it  was  the 
great  God,  the  true  and  fupreme  God,  that  gave  out 
the  law  upon  mount  Sinai?  No-body  doubts  that,  fay 
you  ;  why  then,  it  is  declared  in  fcripture  that  it  was 
this  fame  Jefas  that  did  fo;  Pfalmlxviii.  17,  18.  "  The 
Lord  is  among  them,  as  in  Sinai,  in  the  holy  place. 
Thou  haft  afcended  on  high;  thou  haft  led  captivity  cap- 
tive ;  thou  haft  received  gifts  for  men,  even  for  the  rebel- 
lious,  that  the  Lord  God  might  dwell  araongft  them :" 
And  of  whom  all  this  is  fpoken  the  apoflle  Ihews,  Eph, 
vi.  8.;  and  every  believer  knows:  He  tnld  me  all  things 
that  ever  I  did;  he  told  me  all  ray  fins  and  tranfgreffiona 
of  his  law,  which  he  gave  forth  at  mount  Sinai.  By  a 
fanfti&ed  fight  of  fome  fins,  he  opened  my  eyes  to  fee 
more  and  more;  yea,  to  fee  all  my  fins,  and  that  I  was 
nothing  but  a  mafs  of  fin,  enmity,  and  pollution.  And 
thus  I  faw  the  Revealer  to  be  the  true  and  fupreme  God, 
even  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  clothed  with  human  na- 
ture ;  A  man  that  told  r^3  all  things  that  ever'  I  did;  a 
man  that  told  me  what  none  but  God  can  do  ;  a  man 
that  proved  himfelf  to  be  God,  by  au  argument  of  pow- 
er upon  my  heart  and  confcience  ;  an  argument  drawn 
from  his  omnifcient  eye,  and  driven  in  upon  my  heart 
by  his  omnipotent  hand. 

2.  In  his  offices  he  is  here  commended  and  exalted; 
//  not  this  the  Chrift?  that  is,  Is  not  this  the  true  Meflias 
promifed,  prophefied  of  in  the  Old  Teftament  ?  This 
is  her  Eu^)i'««.  like  that,  John  i.  45.  *'  We  have  found 
him,  of  whom  Mofes  in  the  law  and  the  prophets  did 
write:"  even  fo,  I  have  found  him,  might  Ihe  fay ;  he 
hath  been  with  me,  and  I  have  been  with  hira.  He  hath 
fpoken  to  n-^e,  and  I  have  fpoken  to  him.  He  hath  not 
only  told  me  what  I  am,  and  what  I  have  been,  and  what 
I  have  done,  but  told  me  what  he  is;  and  I  have  found 
him  to  be  God  9,s  wd\  ^^  m'awa*    KsA  ^\NaSs.  V^  ^?w\^ti^ 
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but  the  promlfed  Immanuel,  God  'v:itb  vs. — //  not  this 
the  Cbrift?  That  is,  the  Ancinted  of  Gody  to  the  faving 
offices  of  Prophet,  Prieft,  and  King ;  this  the  word 
Cbrift  efpecially  imports,  and  has  a  particular  reference 
to.  He  is  anointed^  as  a  Prophet,  to  declare  tlie  mind 
of  God ;  anointed^  as  a  Priell,  to  make  reconciliation 
with  God  ;  and  anointed^  as  a  King,  to  fubdue  fmner^ 
"to  God  ;  and  make  them  friends  that  are  enemies  to 
God  :  He  is  anointed  witli  the  Spirit  above  meafure, 
John.iii,  34.  To  render  him  a  fit  Prophet,  he  hath  the 
Spirit  of  vvifdom  and  underllanding  above  meafure  ;  to 
make  him  a  fit  Prieft,  he  hath  the  Spirit  of  l(>ve  and 
compaflion  above  meafure  ;  and  that  he  may  be  a  fit 
King,  he  hath  the  Spirit  of  power  and- of  government. — 
Is  not  this  the  Cbrift  ?  That  is,  the  Sealed  and  Sent  of 
God,  clothed  with  a  commifllon  from  God  to  fcek  and 
fave  loft  finners,  \\>\\xi  vi.  27.  ''  Him  hath  God  the  Father 
fealed  •/'  that  is,  authorifed  unto  this  work,  accoixling 
as  himfelf  declares,  Ifa.  Ixi.  i.  compared  with  Luk^ 
vi.  18.  //  not  tbis  tbe  Cbrift?  Namely,  he  that  is 
anointed  that  he  may  anoint ;  anointed  with  the  oil  of 
gladnefs  above  his  fellows.  Believers  are  faid  to  receive 
the  anointing:  but  there  is  a  vaft  odds  betwixt  the  anoint- 
ing of  Chrift,  and  the  anointing  of  believers;  for,  Chrift 
is  the  fountain,  from  whom  all  the  ftreams  flow  ;  the 
fun,  from  whom  all  the  beams  of  grace  fliine  :  ji^racc 
in  believers,  is  like  water  in  a  brook;  but  grace  in  Chrift, 
is  like  water  in  the  ocean :  grace  in  the  believer,  is 
like  broken  beams  ;  but  in  Chrift,  it  is  like  the  bright 
centre  of  all  light.  He  received  the  Spirit  of  all  grace 
for  this  very  end,  to  be  beftowed  upon  others.  The 
firft  Adam  brought  an  emptinefs  on  the  whole  creation; 
but  the  fecond  Adam  came  to  fill  all  things  and  perfons; 
to  fill  Jew  and  Gentile,  that  of  his  fulnefs  we  might  re- 
ceive grace  for  grace.  The-  oil  of  grace  Ihd  gladnefs 
was  poured  out  upon  our  Immanuel,  of  purpofe  that 
he  might  pour  it  down  upon  the  barren  mountains. — 
Thus  we  fee  in  what  refpefls  he  is  here  recom- 
mended, or  the  matter  of  the  commendation.  Let  us 
yiew, 

*   2dJy^  T)ie  manner  of  tbe  commetA^\!vm\  ^xvt^^^"^^ 
Vol.  JR.  t  HVi  ^^^ 
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way  flie  does  it.  We  may  read,  in  the  bofom  of  the 
text,  feveral  properties  of  this  exercife  of  commending 
%nd  exalting  Chrift,  which  faving  difcoveries  of  him 
lead  unto.     And, 

1.  It  is  an  open  and  public  commendation  of  Chrift; 
for,  file  went  away  to  the  city,  and  fays,  O  people, 
Cov.ie  fee  a  man  that  told  me  all  things  that  ever  I  did: 
Is  not  this  the  Chrift?  She  being  fcirmerly  a  lewd  woman, 
had  given  open  offence,  and  open  fcandal  to' the  citizens, 
and  now,  upon  the  difcovery  of  her  fin,  and  the  difco- 
very  of  the  Saviour,  flie  gave  as  open  and  ready  evi- 
dence of  her  repentance  and  converfion,^  by  invitiiig 
them  all  to  come  and  fee  l:im  that  had  given  her  a  con- 
viflion  of  her  fin  and  vilenefs,  and  amanifeftaticnof  his 
glory  and  grace.  Saving  difcoveries  of  Chrift  will  lead 
people  as  openly  to  glorify  and  hgnour  him,  as  they 
have  before  diflionoured  him. 

2.  It  is  an  experimental  commendation  of  him.;  flie 
commends  him  from  her  own  experience  and  feeling; 
Come  fee  a  man  that  told  me  all  things  that  ever  I  did: 
I  have  feen  his  face,  and  heard  his  voice,  and  felt  his 
povv^er  ;  he  has  convinced  and  converted  me  ;  therefore, 
from  my  own  feeling  and  experience,  I  commend  his 
grace  unto  you.  It  is  like  that,  i  John  i.  3.  ••'  That 
which  we  have  feen  and  heard,  declare  we  unto  you, 
that  ye  may  have  fellovvfiiip  Vv^ith  us.^^  It  was  fomething 
like  that  of  David,  Pfal.  Ixvi.  16.  '^  Come  and  hear  all  ye 
that  fear  God,  and  I  will  tell  what  he  hath  done  for  my 
foul.''  Yea,  he  commends  Chriil  not  only  to  believers, 
but  to  others,  as  you  fee  his  refolntion  is,  Pfalm  li.  13. 
Upon  his  getting  a  new  vifit,  and  the  Lord's  refi"oring  to 
him  the  joy  of  his  falvation,  and  upholding  him  with  his 
free  Spirit, ''  Then,  fays  he,  will  I  teach  tranfgreflx)rs  thy 
ways,  and  finners  fliall  be  converted  unto  thee."  Thus 
Paul  fet  fortii  'the  abundant  grace  of  God  from  his  own  ex- 
perience,^ ''  I  was  ablafpheraer,  a  perfecutor,  and  injuri- 
ous; but  I  obtained  mercy, — and  the  gi*ace  of  God  was 
exceeding  abundant,&:c."iTim.i.  13,14.  They  that  have 
experience  of  the  things  of  Chrift  themfelves,  will  be 
moft  zealous  m  manifcfting  the  things  of  Chrift  to  others, 
and  in  prefling  l\\e\ii  to  coxwi  Vo  C!ux\^^  '^V-sNvss.^Ajroof 
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and  experience  of  his  grace;  and,  indeed,  they  can  beft 
fpeak  of  Chrill,  to  whom  CJirift  hath  fpjkcn,  and  who 
believe,  and  therefore  fpeak. 

3.  It  is  a  charitative  c:)mniendati()n  of  Chrift;  fhe  is 
n::;w  filled  with  fuch  Chriilian  love  to  others,  and  par- 
ticularly to  th'jfe  file  was  m:.ft  concerned  with,  and  in- 
terefled  in,  that  fiie  w.»uld  have  them  all  drawn  to  Chrift. 
She  faid  t')  t  je  men,  Come  fee  a  man  that  told  me  all  things 
that  ever  I  did.  Perhaps  there  were  feme  (>f  tliem  flie 
had  tempred  V)  fm  and  wickednefs  before,  Ihe  now  would 
hvave  them  turned  to  Chrill;  a  p;rcat  chan  ;e  !  They 
that  have  fuen  Chrift  cannot  but  dcfire  tliai  otiiers  ma}' 
fee  him  too,  they  \v:)uUl  have  all  to  come  and' fee.  O 
that  all  the  world  would  come  and  fee,  come  and  won- 
der, come  and  admire  him!  as  Abraham  commanded 
his  children  and  fervants  to  feek  and  ferve  the  Lord;- 
fo,  if  one  that  had  got  the  difcovery  of  Chrift  could  do  it, 
it  would  command  thoufands  to  come  and  fee  him,  and 
ferve  him.  When  Chrift  difcovers  himfelf,  and  fpeaks 
into  the  heart  of  a  man,  it  makes  the  man  fpeak  good 
of  Chrift. — Again,  a  fi^ht  of  Chrill's  face  fmites  the  foul 
with  a  likenefs  to  him  in  love  ;  and  hence  the  finner, 
immediately  upon  the  revelaticm  of  Chrift,  is  filled  with 
a  ftrange  love;  a  love  of  complacence  to  the  faints,  and 
a  love  of  benevolence  to  the  fouls  of  others. 

4.  It  is  a  judicious  commendation  of  Chrift,  that  iffues 
frorri  the  difcovery  of  Chrift.     And  here  feveral  things 

'  point  out  the  judgment  and  wifdom  by  which  fhe  com- 
mends Chrift  unto  them.  It  is  evident  from  the  method 
flie  takes,  or  would  have  thern  to  take  ;  ihe  is  not  con- 
tent that  they  reft  upon  her  report  only,  but  would  have 
them  tafte  and  fee  themfelves:  fiie  knew  that  their  love 
would  not  terminate  favingly  upon  her  teftimony  ;  and 
therefore  would  have  them  coming  to  Chrift  him- 
felf,— ^Again,  it  is  e^  *  lent  how  judicious  it  was,  from 
her  endeavour  to  draw  them  to  '^''ift,  with  the  very 
fame  hook  that  catched  herfelf.  Chn..  Tpake  many  good 
words  to  her ;  but  the  firft  thing  that  took  hold  of  her 
heart  and  catched  her,  was  this.  He  told  me  all  things 
that  ever  I  did.  His  heart-fearching  and  difcoverin^ 
word  was  the  means  of  her  cotiv^t^ot^  \  ^xA  ^\^  ^^>S^s^ 
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have  them  drawn  to  Chrifl:  by  the  fame  means  :   Come 
fee  a  man  that  told  me  all  things  that  ever  I  did  :   Is  not 
this  the  Ckrift  ? — It  is  evident  alfo  how  judicious  it  was 
by  the  gradation  of  her  words,  cr  the  gradually  rifing 
fteps  of  her -commendation  ;  ftie  begins  fomewhat  low, 
Come  fee  a  man;   fhe  goes  on  to  a  higher  note,  He  toid 
me  all  things  that  ever  I  did ;    and    flic   concludes  with    ] 
the  higheft  commendation  of  him,  Is  not  this  the  Chrifti    j 
N(-t  only  God,  but  God  appearing  in  all  his  glorious    ] 
robes  of  grace,   even  Immanuel,  God  with  us. — In  a 
word,  it  is  evident  how  judicious  it  is,  from  the  manner 
ci  her  arguing  :  Ihe  argues  from  his  telling  part  of  her 
fecret  wickednefs.  That  he  told  her  all :^  q.  d.  He  could 
as  eafily  have  told  me  all  things  that  ever  I  faid,  and 
all  things  that  ever  I  defigned,  and  all  things  that  ever    . 

'  I  thought,  as  he  told  me  what  I  did  :  yea,  I  got  fuch  a 
broad  look-  of  all  my  fms  in  that  one  glafs  of  a  difcovery 
that  he  gave  me,  that  I  cannot  but  own  he  toid  me  ail 
things  that  ever  I  did. — Again,  Ihe  argues  from  the 
dignity  that  fhe  faw  joined  with  his  humanity,  that  he 
was  the  true  Meflias;  and  hence  judicicufly  infers.  Is  rot 
this  the  Cbrift  ?  She  was  never  at  a  college,  to  learn 
how  to  frame  an  argument ;  but  having  been  at  Chrilt's 
fcliool  for  a  little  plealant  while,  flie  there  learned  fume 
heavenly  logic  ;  can  fuch  a  man  as  this  be  any  other 
but  the  Ch-'ill?  The  more  clear  difcovery  that  any  gets 
of  Chrifl,  the  more  ficilnil  and  expert  they  will  be  in 
commending  him  to  others;  as  v/e  fee  in  our  apoftle  Paul,' 
after  Cliriil  was  revealed  in  him,  what  clear  difcoveries 
did  he  make  of  Chrifl:  to  others,  as  appears  in  the  Afts 
of  the  Apofl:les,  and  in  all  his  epiftles. 

5.  It  is  a  pathetic  commendation  of  Chrift,  that  iffiies 
frotti  the  difcoveries  of  him.  Her  heart  is  fall  of  Chrift, 
and  full  of  defire  to  praifc,  and  exalt,  and  commend  hira 
to  others  ;  and  her  lieart  vents  it ''•'f  in  feveral  pathetical 
expreffions :  hence  Ihe  fpake  firft  in  a  hortatory  manner, 
Come  andfce^  fays  fhe;  O  citizens,  flip  not  this  oppor- 
tunity, when  fuch  a  glorious  ficrht  is  to  be  feen. — Next 
file  ^lake  in  an  affertory  manner;  fhe  aflerts  fome  ftrange 
things  concerning  him,  Vve  is  a  maw  that  told  me  all  thingt 

that  ever  I  did  ;  Vie  la  ^  feet  ^xv^  ^exe'iXRX  ^\.n^.^  ^^<::x^t.i 
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of  men,  and  therefore  muft  be  a  Prophet,  and  more  than 
a  prophet,  a  revealer  of  the  counfel  of  God.-T-Aiid  final- 
ly, fhe  fpake  in  a  quellionary  and  expoftulatory  manner, 
Js  vot  this  tie  Chr'tft  P  He  can  be  none  elfe  but  the 
Meflias,  the  Chrift  of  (Jod.  Slie  is  not  content  to  com- 
mend him  in  one  particular,  but  fhe  muft  go  cji  and  in- 
fill in  his  praife  and  commendation,  and  cannot  think 
fhe  can  commend  him  enough  ;  //  not  this  the  Cbrijif 
She  makes  no  qucllion  of  it  herfelf.  And  the  defign  of 
her  interrogation  is  to  put  it  out  of  doubt  with  them. 
Who  can  this  be  but  the  Chrill  ?  How  can  it  be  any 
other  but  the  Chriil  ?  They  that  have  met  with  Chrill, 
and  got  the  heart  touched  by  his  grace,  it  is  in  a  hearty 
cordial  way  they  fjxiak  of  him,  and  commend  him  to 
others.  The  finner  that  hath  met  with  a  Saviour,  O  how 
gladly  would  he  trumpet  forth  his  praife  if  he  could. — 
There  is  fomething  further  here  that  points  out  the 
pathetic  manner  of  the  commendation,  and  that  is  an 
appeal  to  them  as  it  were  in  the  bofom  of  this  queftion, 
//  not  this  the  Cbrift  ?  I  appeal  to  you,  might  flie  fay, 
if  it  be  not  fo,  that  he  is  Christ,  the  Anointed  of  God. 
I  cannot  think  but  you  muft  judge  of  him  as  I  do;  and, 
who  will  not  think  highly  of  him  as  I  do  ?  Indeed,  the 
enlightened  foul  is  ready  to  think  all  the  world  (hould 
be  of  his  mind,  the  light  and  evidence  is  fo  clear  to  him; 
and  hence,  they  that  have  got  a  difcovery  of  Chrift,  won- 
der that  any  wovXd  eftecm  otherwife  of  Chrift  than  they. 
O  be  aftoniflied  that  all  the  world  is  not  wondering  at 
ills  glory.  Oh !  what  can  blind  them !  What  can 
bewitch  them  at  this  rate,  that  they  are  not  of  the  fame 
mind  concerning  Chrift,  and  that  they  are  not  admirers 
of  him  as  well  as  I  am!  Surely  there  is  nothing  apj')ears 
with  fuch  evidence  and  demon ftration  as  this  glory  and 
excellency  of  a  God-man.  Who  can  be  fo  ftupid  and 
fenfelefs  as  to  reckon  otherwife  ?  //  not  this  the  Cbrift? 
The  proof  is  fo  plain  to  me,  fays  the  foul,  and  the  light 
and  pow6r  fo  great,  by  which  Chrift  is  difcovered  to  me, 
that  it  is  truly  irrefiftible,  and  who,  in  all  the  world,  can 
poffibly  refift  the  evidence  of  it  ?  Is  not  tbis  the  Cbrift P 
O  how  pathetic  is  the  commendation ! 

6.  It  is  a  practical  commendat\ot\  liv^X.  VSn\^^  Vt^-tcs.  ^ 
Hh3  S.<^n\t.i, 
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favlng  difjovery  of  Chriit,  and  fuch  is  that  of  the  woman 
of  Samaria  here  ;  and  hence,  fhe  fays  not,  Go  fee  him; 
but,  Comi^fce  him.  They  that  truly  invite  others  to  come 
to  Chriit,  will  not  be  qontent  to  fend  tiiem  to  hira,  but 
ihey  would  fliare  tbernfelves  of  more  and  more  of  Chrift. 
Their  language  is  not,  Go,  fee ;  but,,  Come',  fee.  It 
would  have  argued  no  great  elleem  of  Chrill,  nor  high 
commendation  of  him,  Ihould  tlie  woman  have  faid,  I 
have  feen  him  already,  go  ye  and  fee  him  next;  they 
might  have  thought  ihe  had  enough  of  him  :  but,  Comc^ 
fee  him,  fays  fiie  ;  q.  d.  Come  along  with  me,  and  I 
will  go  up^n  your  head,  like  a  captain,  and  lead  the 
van  myfclf.  I  have  feen  liim  to  my  heart's  content, 
and  am  defirous  to  get  another  fight,  a  new  fight  of  him; 
and  I  would  have  all  the  people  in  Samaria,  the  whole 
town  to  go  along  with  me.  I  have  been  an  ill  woman,' 
a  bafe  woman,  that  have  led  (onie  of  you  to  fin ;  and 
may  I  now  be  the  happy  inftrument  of  bringing  you  to 
the  Saviour.  I  have  led  fome  of  you  to  tlie  gates  of  hell; 
O  let  me  now  lead  you  to  the  gate  of  heaven  !  If  I  have 
temptiid  riny  of  you  to  wicked nefs,  O  let  me  now  be  in- 
ilrumentalin  turning  you  to  righteoufnefs  ;  yea,  to  the 
L'^rd  my  righteoufnefs,  whom  I  have  got  a  laving  fight 
of;  and,  therefore,  let  me  give  you  a  good  example, 
for  all  the  ill  example  I  have  given  you.  Here  was  a 
change  indeed^  and  a  praclical  commendation.  Surely 
they  commend  Chrill  molt  eiTedually,  who  do  it  nut 
only  by  their  profcfiiin,  but  by  their  praClice  ;  net 
merely  by  their  counfel,  but  by  their  example  ;  and  who 
^can  fay  not  only,  Go  fee;  but.  Come  fee  a  man  that  told 
ifie  all  fbi?igs  that  ever  I  did.  It  is  a  come  fee  that  makes 
others  to  go  alfo;  Zech.  viii.  21.  ''  Let  us  go  fpeedily  to 
pray  before  the  Lord,  and  to  fcek  the  Lord  of  holls,  1  will 
go  alfo;"  there  is  one:  ver.  23.  you  find  more  following; 
*'  We  will  go  with  you,  for  we  have  heard  that  God  is 
with  you."  Thus  it  was  the  ciiurch's  not  only  commend- 
ing of  Chrifl,  but  diligently  feeking  after  him  whom  flie 
commended,  that  made  the  daughters  of  Jerufalem  fay, 
Song  vi.  I.  "  AVhithcr  is  thy  beloved  gone,  that  we  may 
feek  hiin  with  thee?"     And  we  fee  how  efleclual  this 
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gave  to  the  Samaritans,  as  you  may  read,ver.3o.39,-»— 42. 
She  was  the  'hleffcd  inlirument  uf  drawing  many  there 
to  the  Lord  Jcl'us, 

IV,  The  Fourth  general  Head  propofcd,  was,  To 
give  the  Rcalbns  of  the  J)i;ftrine,  whence  it  is,  that 
faving  dilcovcries  of  Clirift  makes  perfons  to^  condemn 
and  debafe  thcnifclvcs  to  the  loweft,  and  commend  and 
€xak  Ghrift  to  the  higheil ;  or,  what  influence  a  faving 
difccvcry  of  Chrill  hath  upon  this  fell-debafing  and 
Chrilt-exalting  exercife  ?  I  Ihall  confider  the  reafons  of 
this  tv/G-fold  eftedt  j.'intly,  becaufc  they  neceflarily  go 
together,  and  are  influenced  by  the  fame  means  ;  they 
are  like  the  two  fcalcs  of  a  balance,  that  which  makes 
the  one  fcale  fall  and  go  down,  makes  the  other  rife  and 
go  up;  fo  that  difcovcry  of  Chrift  Vvhich  brings  down 
felf  to  the  dull,  does  at  the  iame  time  fet  up  Chrift  upcn 
the  throne.  When  the  haughtinefs  of  man  is  brought 
low,  then  the  Lord  alone  is  exalted,  Ifa.  ii.  11. 

I,  The  firft  reafon  then,  why  the  faving  difcoverics 
of  Chrift  do  humble  felf  to  the  loweft,  and  exalt  Chrift 
to  the  highcft,  is  from  the  fpecial  light  wherein  Chrift 
is  feen.  They  that  fee  the  glory  of  Chrift  with  the  one 
eye,  they  fee,  at  the  fame  time,  their  own  unworthinefs 
with  tlie  other.  The  fame  light?  that  difcovers  the  holi- 
nefs  of  God,  difcovers  the  vilenefs  of  man.  The  fame 
light  that  difcovers  the  fulnefs  of  Chrift,  difcovers  the 
emptinefs  of  the  creature.  That  light  that  difcovers 
his  infinite  merit,  difcovers  the  infinite  guilt  and  demerit  - 
of  fin.  When  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  is  {tttn^  the 
unrighteoufnefs  of  the  finner  is  feen  at  the. fame  time, 
and  in  the  fame  light;  and  hence,  no  wonder  then, 
while  the  poor  foul  is  aftoniflied  with-  the  view  cf  God's 
glory  in  the  face  of  Chrift,  he  is  alfo  aftoniflied  with 
the  view  and  apprehsnfion  of  his  own  bafenei's  and' 
brutiflmefs  ;  and  has  the  meaneft  thougr.fs  of  himfelf, 
when  he  has  the  higheft  thoughts  of  Chrift.  The  more 
a  man  converfes  with  Chrift,  the  more  he  converfes  with 
himfelf;  and  the  light  that  difcovers  Chrift,  difcovers 
the  foul  to  itfelf :  and  therefore  the  difcoveries  of  Chrift 
cannot  but  tend  to  debafe  felf,  ai\d  tx.'aNx  0\xA* 

Hh4  i..^\ss:xv 
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1.  When  Chrift  is  difcovered,  then  the  love  of  God 
to  the  ibul  13  difcovered,  ar4d  this  fills  it  with  humble 
wonder.  O  !  how  ^llonifliing  athing  is  it,  that  God's 
love  is  maniieiied  to  one  fo  full  of  fin  and  wickednefs! 
This  debafes  the  foul  in  its  own  fight,  becaufe  it  knows 
itfclf  to  be  lb  unworthy  of  his  love;  this  works  humility: 
but  yet  unworthy  as  it  is,  the  love  of  Gcd  is  manifefted 
to  it ;  this  quickens  love  in  the  foul,  and  love  excites 
praifc.  O  !  how  Ihall  I  manifeft  love  to  him  that  hath 
manifefted  love  to  the  like  of  me!  Thus  the  love  of  Chrift 
conftrains  both  to  the  debafing  of  felf  and  exalting  Chrift. 

3.  The  third  reafon  is,  from  the  fpecial  work  of  the 
.Spirit :  there  is  a  fpeciality  in  the  work  of  the  Spirit 
upon  the  foul  to  whom  Chriil  is  favingly  difcovered; 
Lorcl^  fays  Judas,  not  Ifcariot,  how  is  it  that  thou  mlt 
rianifcft  tbyfelf  to  us^  and  not  to  the  world?  John  xiv.22, 
Gcd  manifefts  his  love  to  the  world,  in  outward  refpefts; 
but  to  his  own,  in  his  privy-chamber.  It.  is  the  work 
and.  office  of  th^  Spirit  to  fet  home  the  love  of  God  up- 
on the  Iiearts  of  his  people ;  and  to  every  one  of  them 
alone,  as  it  were  :  he  takes  them  afide,  that  they  may 
have  fnne  private  converfation  with  Chriil;  fuch  as  this 
woman  had,  when  Chrift  was  the  only  preacher,  and 
Ihe  v/as  the  only  hearer,  O  but  the  view  of  this  dit 
ftinguiihed  grace  ralfes  in  the  foul  both  David's  note, 
*^  What  am  I,  and  what  is  my  father's  houfe,  that  thou 
haft  brought  me  hitherto?-'  And  Mary's  note  at  the  fame 
time,  "  My  foul  doth  magnify  the  Lord." 

4.  The  influence  that  the  difcovcry  of  Chrift  hath 
upon  the  felf-debafing  and  Chrift-exalting  exercife,  flows 
from  the  fpiritual  end  and  defign  of  thefe  faving  difcove- 
ries  and  manifeftations  of  Chrift ;  this  is  God's  great  end 
in  dif.:overing  Chrift,  iCcr.  i.  29,  30,  31.  *'  Of  God,  he 
is  made  unto  us  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fanftification,  and 
redemption."  For  Vv^hat  end? ''  That  no  flefli  fliould  glory 
in  his  fis^ht;  f-^t  that  he  tliat  glorieth  might  glory  in  the 
Lord:  "That  is,  that  felf  may  be  condemned  and  debafed, 
and  Chrift  alone  may  be  commended  and  exalted.  And 
this  is  the  great  end  of  the  Spirit's  work:  when  he  comes 
to  teftify  of  Chrift,  what  is  his  defign?  Why,  fays  Chrift, 

John  XVI.  9.  14.  ^'•He\\v\\c,oYvNim^^'0cv&^Q>A<5s.^^^^^ 
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he  Ihall  glorify  me;"  that  is,  he  will  humble  the  fmner, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  exalt  the  Saviour,  on  the  other.; 
and  fo  lead  the  finner  to  condemn  liimfelf,  and  to  com- 
mend Chrift. 

5.  It  arifcs  from  the  fpecial  power  and  efficacy  that  is 
in  laving  difcoveries  of  Chrift,  for  working  all  favifig 
efFefls;  why,  Beholding  bis  glory ^  %':e  are  changed  into  the 

•Jame  linage^  2  Cor.  iii.  18.;  and  changed,  as  iji  other  re- 
fpe£ls,  fo  in  this  particular,  that  felf  is  pulled  down,  and 
Chritt  fet  up  :  we  are  changed  from  pride,  to  humility; 
from  felf-love,  to  felf-loathing;  from  felf-indulgence,  to 
felf-abhorrence;  and  from  felf-feeking,  and  felf-exalting, 
to  a  Chrift-exalting  difpofition  and  exercife.  All  the 
graces  of  the  Spirit  iffue  from  a  favingdifcovery  of  Chrift, 
and  come  in  that  way  to  a  lively  exercife;  "  We  behold- 
ing his  glory,  as  the  glory  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Fa- 
ther, full  of  grace  and  truth :  of  his  fulnefs  have  we  all 
received,  and  grace  fbr  grace,"  John  i.  14.  16.  We 
cannot  fee  his  fulnefs,  without  fliaring  of  his  fulnefs;  yea, 
to  fee  his  fulnefs  is  to  ftiare  of  it :  this  is  the  ftrength  of 
that/<?r  v/hich  we  have  in  John  iii.  2.  We  Jhall  be  like 
bim^  FOR  s»e  Jhall  fte  him  as  he  is;  fo  here,  beholding  bis 
glory  ^  his  fulnefs  of  grace  and  truth ^  we  receive  out  of  bis  , 
fulnefs.'  Now,  the  more  of  Chrift 's  fulnefs  and  Sjririt, 
that  one  hath,  the  mor^  will  he  have  of  Chrift's  ends 
before  him;  which  is  a  debafing  of  the  creature,  and  a 
glorifying  of  God,  that  he  may  be  all  in  all. 

6.  This  exercife  doth  arile  from  the  divine  fplendor 
of  the  difcovery ;  for,  when  Chrift  difcovers  his  face, 
then  the  gloiy  of  God,  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift,  is  dif- 
covered,  2  Cor.  iv.  6.  When  Chrift  is  feen,  then  the 
glory  of  God's  perfeftions,  and  the  fplendor  of  his  at- 
tributes, is  feen.  Now,  every  thing  in  God  dafties  the 
fmful  man  that  fees  it,  and  makes  him  nothing  in  his 
own  eyes;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  makes  Chrift,  in 
whom  that  divine  glory  fliincs,  to  be  all  in  all  to  the 
anan  ;  fo  that  he  cannot  but  fet  Chrift  above  all,  and 

give  him,  in  all  things,  the  pre-eminence. Thus  you 

fee  the  reafons  whence  it  is,  that  faving  difcoveries  of 
Chrift  make- the  fubjefts  thereof,  to  condemn  and  debafc 
tbemfelves  to  the  loweft,    and  to  oommtxA  ^^  tri.^^ 
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Chrifl  to  the  higheft,  as  the  woman  of  Samaria  here 
does;  Come  fee  a  man  that  told  me  all  things  that  ever  I 
did;  Is  t^ot  this  the  drift? 

V.  The  fifth  thing  propofed,  was,  To  make  fome  ap- 
plication  of  the  whole.     And  this  we  fhall  eflay  in  an  ufe .  I 
of  information,  examination,  and  exhortation.    • 

i/>,  We  Ihall  improve  this  fubjecl  in  an  ufe  of  infor- 
mation,  b/  deducing  the  following  inferences.  Is  it  fo 
then,  that  faving  difcoveries  of  Chrift  have  this  eifeft,  to 
make  one^.at  the  fame  time,  to  condemn  and  debafe  him- 
fclf,  and  to  commend  and  exalt  Chrift,  faying.  Come  fee  a 
man  ^kicb  told  me  all  things  that  ever  I  did;  Is  not  this 
the  Chrift^  From  this  text  and  doftrine  we  may  fee  and 
learn  the  following  leffons. 

I.  Hence  fee  why  pride  and  felf-conceit,  felf-righteouf- 
nefs  and  felf-juttification  prevail  fo  much  in  the  World, 
and  in  the  vifible  church ;  and  what  makes  people,  not- 
,withftanding  all  that  ever  they  did,  yet^  to  be  vainly  puft 
up,  inftead  of  condemning  and  debafmg  themfelves : 
why,  becaufe  they  have  never  got  a  faving  difcovery  of 
Chrift ;  Chrift  hath  never  touched  their  heart,  and  told 
them  all  that  ever  they  did  :  they  are  ftrangers  to  the 
power  of  the  word.  It  is  very  ftrange  how  wicked  men  will 
juftify  themfelves,  as  thofe,  John  viii.  48.  '*  Say  we  not 
well,  that  thou  art  a  Samaritan,  and  haft  a  devil?" 
Here  was  the  greateft  blafphemy  imaginable,  to  lay  this 
of  Chrift;  yet  they  juftify  it,  Say  we  not  well  in  this^ 
Chriftlefs  men  will  juftify  their  ill  words,  and  bafe  v/orks 
and  evil  actions. — What  fay  you,  Sabbath-breaker  ? 
Why,  was  it  not  well  done,  fay  you  ?  it  is  but  a  work 
of  neceflity,  a  needful  bufmefs.— rWhat  fay  you,  drunk- 
ard? Why,  it  was  but  a  hearty  bottle  with  my  friends; 
and  was  it  not  well  done? — A¥hat  fay'you,  whoremonger? 
Why,  it  was  but  a  trick  of  youth;  and  what  is  the  mat- 
ter of  that  ? — What  fay  you,  fwearer  ?  Why,  it  was 
neither  banning  nor  fwearing  that  I  intended;  it  was  but 
a  fmgle  word,  and  a  word  in  paffion. — What  fay  you, 
fcold  and  railer?  Why,  fay  you,  I  think  they  deferved 
all  that  I  faid  to  them  ;  I  am  fure  I  loofed  my  tongue 
Upon  fuch  a  man^  ^wd  ^^\^  \vvkv\Cv5>  VO^-^^^nH  ^-^me ; 
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and  was  it  not  well  clone,  and  well  faid?— — ^Indeed, 
you  will  hardly  get  a  finner  at  all ;  if  you  will  take 
evtry  perfon's  excufe,  and  every  body's  judgment  of 
themfelves,  they  wull  julUfy  all  that  ever  they  did  ;  or,% 
at  lealt,  make  it  but  a  matter  of  moon-ftiine.  A  com- 
mon  llrumpet,  fuch  as  tliis  woman  was  formerly,  may 
think  nothing  of  all  her  bale  ard  lewd  behaviour.  The 
moft  notorious  finner  gf  es  lightly  upder  the  burden  or 
his  fin,  without  any  feir-condemnation,  or  felf-debafe- 
ment,  till  Chrilt  and  they  meet  together  ;  and  until  he 
fhow  them,  by  "one  glance,  all  things  that  ever  they 
did. 

2.  Hence  fee,  the  greateft  of  finners  may  conceive  hope 
of  mer(;y  at  the  hand  of  our  mercllul  Jl^^rd  Jefus,  from 
fuch  initances  as  this  ;  yet,  let  not  v.  icked  finners  in- 
dulge themftlves  in  fin,  and  prefumc  that  God  will  not 
notice  their  lewdnefs,  and  fecret  as  well  as  open  wick- 
ednefs;  forthe  tim.e  is  coming,  wherein  Ghrifi  will,  ei- 
ther in  a  way  of  mercy  or  judgment,  tell  you  all  things 
that  ever  you  did.  Pfal.  1.  21.  ''  Thi)fe  things  thou  haft 
done,  and  I  kept  filence:  thou  thoughtlt  that  I  .was  alto- 
gether fuch  an  one  as  thyfelf :  »but  I  will  reprove  thee, 
and  fet  them  in  order  before  thine  eyes.  Confider  this, 
ye  that  forget  God,  lell  he  tear  you  in  pieces,  when  there 
is  none  to  deliver."  If  this  remarkable  inftance  of  grace, 
to  fuch  a  bafe  woman,  be  abufed  by  you  to  licentiouf- 
nefs,  and  your  opening  a  door  of  prefumption  to  yourfelf, 
expedling  mercy  in  a  continued  courfe  of  wickednefs, 
you  are  under  a  terrible  dehifion;  for,  '*  God  will  wound 
the  head  of  his  enemies,  and  the  hairy  fcalp  of  him  that 
goes  on  in  his  trefpaffes."  But,  if  you  would  enter  in 
at  the  door  of  hope  that  is  opened  to  you,  in  fuch  exam- 
ples as  tliis,  O  feek,  that,  in  a  merciful  way,  he  may 
difcover  your  fins  to  you,  fo  as.  to  malce  you  know,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  he  is  the  Chrift,  the  anointed  of  God,  to 
fave  you  from  your  fin. 

3.  Hence  fee,  that  tlie  word  preached  doth  then  only 
do  faving  good,  when  it  comes  clofe  home  to  the  heart, 
and  when  Chrift  is  feen  there  :  for  here,  fee  how  the 
word  of  Chrift  came  home  with  power  upon  this  wo- 
man's  heart,  He  told  mt^  be  told  me  all  ^bin^s  \Va\  ^.^^^t 
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r  did.  The  word  was  the  fearcher  and  difcerner  of  the 
thoughts  and  intent  of  the  heart :  and  the  fearching 
word  was  the  ftrong  t^ook  that  catched  her;  and  flie 
faw  Ghrift  the  re  hi :   Is  not  tbis  the  Cb  rift?     Then  the 


word  is  cfFe£tual  and  prevails,  when  Ghrift  himfeh^  is 
feen:  Ghrift  is  the  beft  preaclier  himfelf ;  the  only  pow-  ' 
erful  preacher,  who.  by  his  word,  can  open  the  eyes ; 
and  by  a  foaftified  light  of  one  fin,  dilcovers  all  to  the 
man  ;  and  in  that  difcovery  ftiews  himfelf  to  be  the 
Ghrift. 

4.  Hence  fee,  that  faving  illumination  is  the  beft  an. 
tidote  againft  Arianifm.  Here  the  enlightened  woman 
profeffes  her  faith  of  Chrift's  Deity,  and  thereupon  of 
his  being  the  Christ:  Ihefees  him  to  be  the  true  God, 
*o)bo  told  ber  all  things  that  ever  Jbe  did;  and  thence  de- 
clares him  to  be  the  trueMeflias:  Is  not  this  the  Cbrift? 
If  Ghrift  were  not  the  true  God,  he  could  not  be  the  true 
Meffias  ;  and  confequently,  they  who  deny  his  fupreme 
Deity,  deny  that  he  is  the  Ghrift.  And  thus  blafphe- 
mous  Arians  are  guilty  of  denying  the  Lord  that  bought 
them:  and  they  that  thus  deny  him  were  never  enligh- 
tened by  him.  A  faving  difcovery  of  Cbrift  will  afford 
a  poor  illiterate  perfon  an  argument  from  experience; 
and  fpiritual  feeling,  more  ftrong  and  powerful,  for 
proving  the  fupreme  Deity  of  Ghrift,  than  all  the  learn, 
cd  and  logical  arguments  in  the  world,  which  a  man 
may  be  fraughted  with,  and  yet  remain  an  Atheift: 
and,  indeed,  Arians  are  Atheifts,  whatever  they  pro- 
fefs;  for.  He  that  denies  the  Son^  denies  the  Father  aljo  : 
becaufe,  to  deny  the  neceflary  exiftence  of  the  Son,  is  to 
rejeft  the  neceffary  paternity  of  the  Father,- who  yet  is  as 
neceflarily  Father,  as  he  is  God ;  and  to'  deny  both  the 
Father  and  the  Son,  is  to  contemn  the  neceflary  procef- 
fion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  from  both  :  fo  that  the  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft  is  denied,  v/hen  the  fupreme  Deity 
of  Ghrift  is  impugned.  Alas!  Sirs,  this  atheiftical  world 
needs  fuch  a  turn  andmeafure  of  enlightening  grace,  as 
this  poor  woman  got. 

5.  Hence  fee,  that  perfuafion,  with  application,  is  in 
the  nature  of  faving  faith,  both  objeftive  and  fubjeftive. 
Per/iiafion  obieQ.We,  attuvww  \\\^  m'^ca  ^Jsvax.  "Cciv^  \.^  tL\\e 
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Ghrift;  and  fubjeftive  alfo,  affuringthe  man  that  as  he  iff 
the  Chrift,  the  anointed;  fo  he  is  anointed  for  my  behalf  ;^ 
anointed,  as  the  woman  here  fuggells,  as  a  Prophet  for 
me,  to  tell  me  all  things  that  ever  1  did:  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  he  told  me  all  my  fins,  he  told  me  that  he 
was  the  Chrill,  anointed  to  fave  me  ;  and  hence  Ihe 
glories  in  him  as  the  Chrifh  Whenever  he  manifefts 
himfelf,  faith  brings  in  holy  triumph  in  the  Lord,  even 
imder  a  fight  of  the  greateit  finfulnefs.  Indeed,  fuch  a 
fight  as  this  woman  got,  namely,  of  the  guilt  of  all  the 
evils  that  ever  Ihe  did,  would  have  caufed  trembling, 
inftead  of  triumphing,  if  faith's  view  of  Chrifl:  difcover- 
ed  to  her,  had  not  carried,  in  the  bofom  of  it,  a  fiducial 
perfuafion  of  his  being  a  Chrift  for  her ;  which,  when- 
ever Ihe  faw,  then  Ihe  was\kindly  humbled:  which  leads 
me  to  another  inference. 

6.  Hence  fee,  that  true  gofpel- humiliation  and  evan* 
gelical  repentance  goes  not  beforcy  but  is  a  fruit  of  faith, 
and  of  Chrift  manifefting  himfelf  to  the  foul ;  for 
theii,  and  not  till  then,  does  fhe  cry  out,  O  !  he  hath 
told  me  all  things  that  ever  I  did.  Now,  flie  fees  all 
her  fins  in  the  brij;htcft  light.  By  the  light  of  the  ftars 
we  may  fee  fome  things;  by  the  light  of  the  moon^  wc 
fee  more;  but  by  the  light  of  the  fun,  we  fee  moft  of 
all.  By  the  light  of  nature,  people  may  fee  fome  fins  ; 
by  the  light  of  the  law,  more,  much  more;  for.  By  the 
lavj  is  the  inoHvledge  of  Jin/  but,  by  the  light  of  the  Stin 
of  righteoufnefs,  moft  of  all  is  difcovered  :  but  with 
this  difference,  that  the  moon-light  of  the  law  Ihews  the 
difeafe,  and  no  more,  leaving  the  finner  to  die  in  that 
difeafe,  and  perilh;  but  the  fun-light  of  the  gofpel  dif- 
covers  the  remedy.  Tie  Sun  ofrlgrbteoufnefs  arifmg  witb 
healing  under  his  swings.  And  when  no  lefs  than  the 
blood  and  righteoufnefs  of  God  is  feen  to"  be  the  heal- 
ing medicine,  then  the  difeafe  appears  to  be  infinitely 
great;  and  yet  the  fight  is  infinitely  fweet,  becaufe  it  is 
a  fight  of  that  wonderful  healing,  under  thefe  v/ings 
and  rays  of  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs:  this  makes  kindly 
and  pleafant  humiliation. 

7.  Hence  fee,  that  faving  difcoveries  of  Chrift  are 
very  rare  in  our  day;   for.,  very  fe^w  ^t^aJd^x'^  ^^Sw^x^^^n 
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ther  in  condemning  and  debafmg  themfelves,  under  a 
fiinfe  of  all  that  ever  they  did ;  or  in  commending  and 
exalting  Chrill,  and  dealing  with  others  to  come  and 
fee  him.  Oh  !  how  few  humble  walkers,  and  heart/ 
commenders  of  Ghrift  are  to  be  obferved !  Few  taking 
kindly  with  their  fin,  and  few  breaking  forth  into  the  \ 
praifmg  commendations  of  Ghrift  !  When  this  woman 
got  a  difcovery  of  Ghrift,  ihe  kindly  takes  with  her 
whoredoms,  and  all  her  fins  that  ever  flie  did,  and  zea- 
loufly  breaks  forth  into  the  praifes  and  commendation 
of  Ghrift.  But  whence  is  it,  that  the  land  we  live  in, 
the  church  of  Scotland,  is  not  taking  with,  and  kindly 
acknowledging  all  that  evef  fhe  did,  and  taking  with  all 
her  whoredoms  and  adulteries,  and  treacherous  break- 
ing covenant  with  her  God,  to  whom  fhe  folemnly  gave 
her  hand?  Whence  is  it  that  there  is  h  little  zeal  in  com- 
mending and  exalting  Ghrift  in  his  fupreme  Deity,  in  a 
day  wherein  Arian  f  blafphemers  open  their  mouth  a- 
gainft  him?  Whence  is  there  fo  little  zeal  for  the  reviv- 
ing of  our  broken  cjvenants,  national  and  folemn  league, 
even  in  a  day  wherein  the  obligation  thereof  is  denied? 
Why  are  we  neither  humbly  condemning  ourfelves, 
and  taking  with  our  national  fins,  nor  highly  commend- 
ing Ghrift,  and  exalting  him  in  his  injured  honours, 
truths,  and  prerogatives,  but  rather  conniving  with,  and 
winking  at  all  the  diih  )n()urs  done  to  him?  Why,  what 
is  the  matter?  The  reafon  is,  faving  difcoveries  of  Chrilt, 
which  fh  )uld  work  the  contrary  effedl,  are  very  rare. 
When  the  Lord  hath  a  mind  to  build  up  Zion,  he  ap- 
pears in  his  glory,  as  he  did  in  the  days  of  our  Reforma- 
tion: but  nov/  he  hath  juftly  hid  himfelf  from  the  God- 
provoking,  Ghrift-defpifing,  gofpel-flighting  generation. 
But,  O  Sirs,  if  he  would  yet  appear  and  difcover  his 
glory  in  the  fanfluary,  then  we  n;iight  expc6l  Reforma- 
tion times:  but,  as  matters  ftand,  we  look  as  if  a  ftroke 

t  That  Arian ifm  was  ga'.ning  ground  in  Scotland,  at  tliis  time,  was 
formerly  notrc^d.  Vol,  U.  p.  466,  467.  And  the  procefs,  before  tiie 
fupranie  eccleiiaflical  court,  relative  to  this  affair,  was  this  year  termi- 
nated, with  no  very  aclerjuate  fcntence  agalnft  tliC  propagator  of  it ;  as 
anv  one  may   fee  ^.'ho  co\\iu\v^  xV\^  ^vlvu^d  ^rocefs  relative   to   that 
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and  judgment,,  tliat  hath  been  fo  long  threatened,  were 
fuddenly  to  fall  upon  us  with  a  terrible  vengeance. 
There  were  little  hazard  of  the  prefent  rumour  of  war  f, 
if  the  Lord,  who  is  a  man  of  war,  were  not  againft  us  j 
and  if  the  Lord  carry  on  his  controverfy,  it  will  be  little 
wonder,  tho'  we  Ihould  fee  the  land  turned  into  a  field 
of  blood  and  defolation,  before  we  fee  another  communi- 
on-folemnity  here.  God  hath  borne  long  with  us  ;  but 
how  much  longer  he  will  do  fo,  who  can  tell  ?  Forty 
years  peace  in  the  church  is  a  wonder,  &?r.  But, 
*  8.  Hence  fee,  that  a  meeting  with  Chrift,  makes  a 
marvellous  change  upon  a  perfon  or  people  ths^t  are  fo  pri- 
vileged. Before  this  woman  met  with  Chrift,  or  raUier 
before  he  met  with  her,  Ihe  was  nothing  but  a  common 
ftrumpet ;  but' now  Ihe  is  humbled  to  the  dull  for  .the 
fins  flie  had  formerly  indulged  herfelf  in^  and  commends 
and  exalts  that  Lord  whom  fhe  had  dilhonoured.  She 
is  brought  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of 
Satan  unto  God ;  from  being  exercifed  in  corrupting  and 
debauching  her  neighbours,  to  a  kindly  concern  for 
their  foul's  everlafting  welfare,  to  get  them  brought  to 
Chrift.  Saving  illumination  and  acquaintance  with 
Chrift,  creates  in  the  heart  a  fympathy  with  the  cafe  of 
.poor  Chriftlefs  finners:  Come  fee  a  man  that  told  me  all 
things  that  ever  I  did:  Is  not  this  the  Chrift?  This  leads 
me  to 

Ufe  2.  Namely,  an  ufe  of  Trial  and  examination,  whe- 
theryou  have  met  with  Chrift,  and  got  a  faving  difco- 
very  of  him  at  this  occafion  or  formerly.  O  how  ftiall 
I  know,  fay  you,  if  I  have  met  with  Chrift,  and  if  he 
hath  difcovered  himfelf  to  me?  Why,  if  you  have,  then 
this  difcovery  has  led  you  to  thefe  two  things,  i.  A 
humiliation  of  felf  to  the  lowejl.  2.  An  exalting  of 
Chrift  to  the  hi^heft. 

.i/>,  What  felf-humbling  difpofition  and  abafement  hath 

been 

t  Almut  this  time  tlie  nation  was  mightily  alarmed  about  a  rupture 
with  Spain;  who,  as  was  aiTirmed,  had  entered  into  a  formidable  alli- 
ance with  difftrent  powers,  in  order  to  recover  Gibraltar  and  Ponraahon 
and  place  the  PrQltnd^T  on  the  throne  o^  ^rvx^vu* 
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been  wrought  in  you?  Are  you  laid  low  in  the  ddft,  ^iid' 
made  vile  in  your  own  eyes,  by  Chrift  difcovering  you  to 
yourfelf?  Have  you  got  a  difcovery  of  your  own  finfulnefs 
uglinefs,  and  unworthihefs  ?  Hath  Chriil  fallen  a  difcourf- 
ing  with  you,  and  told  you  all  things  that  ever  you  did? 
Hath  he  told  you  of  your  ill  life,  your  wicked  heart,  your 
depraved  nature?  Hath  he  told  you  of  your  unbelief?  For 
when  the  Spirit  comes,  he  reproves  the  world  of  fin  ;  bc- 
oaufe  they  believe  not  in  him.  Hath  he  told  you  of  your 
fecret  fins,  and  difcovered  to  you  what  none  but  hinifelf 
could  tell  you  ?  And,  have  you  taken  it  from  himfelf 
without  faying,  who  has  gone  and  told  the  minifters  this 
and  that  of  me  ?  Hath  he  told  you  of  your  wicked 
thoughts  and  intentions,  and  made  the  word  the  difcerner 
of  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  your  heart  ?  Hath  he  told 
you  your  fpiritual  wickednefs,  your  atheifm,  ignorance^ 
enmity,  carnality,  pride,  felf,  and  hypocrify,  and  made 
you  to  know  the  plagues  of  your  own  heart  ?  Hath  he 
told  you  of  the  fig-leaves  yoii  have  been  covering  your- 
felf with,  and  the  falfe  refuges  you  have  been  running 
to,  and  chafed  you  out  of  your  refuges  of  lies  ?  Hath 
he  told  you  your  fecret,  as  well  as  open  fins,  and  fo  told 
you  fome  things,  as  that  thereby  he  hath  difcovered  the 
reft  to  you;  and  you  have  been  led  by  the  ft:reams  to 
the  fountain  of  fin  within?  And,  has  he  given  you,  by 
one  glance  upon  the  map  of  your  corrupt  nature,  a  view 
of  your  t^tal  depravation  ?  Hath  he  told  you  your  pro- 
per name  by  calling  you  a  dcjg,  and  by  making  you  take 
with  your  name,  faying,  Truths  Lord^  I  am  a  dog^  a 
devil,  a  monfter?  Behold^  I  am  vile!  Why,  it  is  a  glo- 
rious internal  light  that  difcovers  this  internal  vilenefs. 
What  makes  y^u,  with  Job,  to  abhor  yourfelf  ?  Why, 
it  fays,  No'iv  your  eyes  fee  bim^  Job  xlii.  5,  6.  What 
makes  you,  with  Paul,  look  upon  yourfelf  as  lefs  than 
the  leafl  of  all  faints;  yea,  as  the  chief  of  all  finners,  the 
Wv)rft  of  ail  finners,  the  vileft  of  all  finners  ?  Why,  it  fays, 
He  hatb  revealed  his  fon  in  you.  It  is  not  natural  for 
proud  man  to  think  fo  bafely  of  himfelf ;  it  is  the  Spirit 
of  Qirift  that  hath  told  you  what  you  are.  But  here,  to 
prevent  any  mitlake,  \t.  may  be  aflced, 

Quest.  May  no^one\\\vo\v^.'0aT^^^Nj:^^^^5\^^ 
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nor  a  renewed  confcicnce,  be  able  tD  difjern  his  own    ^ 
vilenefs  ? 

Answ.  There  is  a  double  knowledge  or  underftand- 
ing  that  men  may  have  of  thenifelves,  viz,  fpeculative 
and  pradlical.  As  to  the  general  fpeculative  knowledge, 
a  man  may  have  this ;  common  iljnle  and  reafon  may 
tell  him  his  fin,  and  he  may  know  hinifelf  to  be  a  finner, 
as  being  guilty  of  grofs  iins,  fuch  as  drunkefmefs, 
whoredom,  fwcaring,  and  the  like.  Bat  there  is  a  par- 
ticular praftical  knowledge  and  iinderllanding,  which  is 
two-fold,  viz.  either  from  the  Spirit  of  God  without  us, 
or  from  the  Spirit  of  God  within  us.  That  praclical 
underftanding  which  is  from  the  Spirit  of  God  without 
us,  is  what  alfo  the  unregenerate  may  have.  The 
Spirit  of  God,  not  yet  received,  but  without  a  man, 
may  come  and  make  fuch  difcoveries  of  his  fin,  and 
guilt,  and  wickednefs,  as  may  make  him  cry  out,  That 
he  is  undone,  undone.  Such  a  knowledge  had  Nebuch- 
adnezzar of  the  God  of  Shadracl),  Mefech,  and  Abed- 
nego.  Such  a  knowledge  alfo,  it  feenis,  Cain  arid  Judas 
had.  But  the  Spirit  of  God  v/ithin  us,  gives  ipiritual  light 
and  fenfe  upon  the  confcience,  and  redlifies  the  judg- 
ment; whereas  the  Spirit  of  God,  without  a  man,  dif- 
Covers  fin  mainly  in  order  to  hell  and  wrath,  making  him 
fay,  Undone,  undone.  The  Spirit  of  God  within  a  man 
makes  him  fee  the  vilenefs  of  fin,  and  lament  and  mourn 
for  that,  faying,  **  Unclean,  unclean.  O  wretched  man 
that  I  am!  Behold  I  am  vile!"  This  afFeds  him  more 
than  the  wrath  of  God ;  yea,  even  v/hen  he  fees  the 
\vrath  of  God  is  turned  away,  and  that  the  ihower  is  over 
his  head,  and  hath  lighted  on  the  head  of  the  Cautioner, 
even  then  he  abhors  himfelf  for  his  own  wickednefs  mere 
than  ever.  This  is  from  the  Spirit  of  God^  within,  and 
a  gofpeUlight.  The  Spirit  of  God  without  a  man,  and 
the  Spirit  of  God  within  him,  differs  as  much  as  day-light 
difEers  from,  lightening.  A  flafli  of  lightening  from 
Sinai,  or  the  fiery  law,  terrifies  and  aftoniihes  the  man, 
and  makes  him  tremble  and  quake  mider  a  fenfe  of  fin; 
but  the  day-liglit  of  a  faving  difcovery  of  Clirift  makei; 
one  fee  himfelf  the  chief  of  finners,  and  yet  fills  him 
with  hoi/  triumph  in  the  Lord  l\\^  ?)V»jvo\yc/  K\v^^^- 

Vol.  111.  \   \\  ^^^ 
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ing  confounds  and  furprifes  ;  but  the  day-light  gives  s  I 
clear,  diftinfit,  and  I'edate  view  of  things  as  they  are, 
with  quiet  and  compofure. — Now,  try  if  you  have  got 
a  humbling  view  and  difcovery  of  Chrift,  or  a  word 
from  him,  that  hath  filled  ycu  with  felf-abafement,  fo 
as  you  reckon  you  cannot  have  vile  enough  thoughts  of 
yourfelf,  becaufe  he  hath,  in  effcfit,  told  you  all  things 
that  ever  you  did.  ■ 

idly^  Try  what  Chrift- exalting  and, commending  ex. 
ercife  yi)u  have  been  brought  under;  Qr  what  difpofition 
is  v/rought  in  you  to  commend  and  exalt  Chrift  to  the 
higlicft.  If  Chriil  and  you  have  met  together,  as  he 
did  with  this  woman  of  Samaria,  then  the  meeting  hath 
.  wrought  in  you  the  fame  eflecl:,  the  fame  difpofition  to 
'  commend  ^nd  exalt  Chrifl:;  which  you  may  try  by  thefe 
particulars. 

1.  If  you  have  met  with  Chrift  in  this  manner,  then 
you  have  feen  him  to  be  the  Christ  indeed,  the  Gcd- 
man,  the  Anointed  of  the  Father,  the  true  Meflias. 
Ilath  he  told  you,  in  effefl,  /  thatfpeak  unto  thee^  am  be? 
I  that  fpeak  unto  you  by  this  gofpel  am  he  ?  Hath  he 
borne  home  this  upon  your  heart  with  convincing  light 
find  cvidjcnce,  fo  as  you  have  been  brought  to  the  apc^fiJe's 
faith,  John  vi.  69.  *'  We  believe  and  are  fure,  that  thcni 
art  the  Chrift,  the  Son  of  the  living  God  ?"  The  faith 
of  this  in  of  fuch  importance,  that  Chrift  hath  faid,  '^  If 
ye  believe  not  that  I  am  he,  ye  ftiall  die  in  your  fins." 
Now,  hath  he  fo  fpoken  to  you,  as  you  were  made,  in 
efle£t,  to  think  and  fay,  I  believe  and  am  fure,  that  he 
that  fpoke  unto  me  was  he.  It  was  not  the  minifter  only 
that  I  heard,  but  the  word  came  with  fuch  light,  life 
and  power,  that,  I  think,  no  minifter  on  earth,  nor  angel 
in  heaven,  could  make  the  word  to  go  thro'  my  heart  as  it 
did.  It  was  like  the  fimnd  of  the  voice  of  the  Sen  cf  God. 

2.  If  you  have  met  with  Chrift  in  this  manner,  then 
he  hath  made  fuch  a  gradual  approach  and  difcovery  of 
himfelf  to  you  as  to  raife  in  )'^ou  gradually  more  and  more 
a  high  efteem  of  him  as  a  Prophet,  fent  of  God  to  teacli 
you,  and  to  tell  you  all  things, as  it  was  with  this  woman: 
and  though  he  himfelf,  and  all  his  words  are  precious 
to  you,  yet  there  ;xtg  lom.^  \j'^t\\c\xW  Xv^<\tds;^  among 
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many,  that  have  taken  more  impreCTDn,  and  ftick  mors 
fall  than  others.  Though  Chrill  fpake  many  good  words 
tj  this  vvjman  for  her  inftruitioii,  yet  ihc  word  that 
made  the  firll  and  decpeft  impreflion,  is  what  flie  efpe- 
cially  kept  in  heart,  He  told  me  all  things  that  ever  I  did: 
and  what  fhe  faw  in  this  more  clearly  at  firlt,  fiie  favv 
more  clearly  after  Chriil  gave  her  a  clearer  manifellation 
€if  himfelf.  •  If  the  faving  difcovery  of  Clhrift  commerxcd 
and  began,  when  lie  gave  her  the  hrll  difcovery  cf 
her  lewdnefs  and  v/horedom,  and  conveyed  liglit,  at  the 
fame  time,  into  her  mind  to  perceive  that  he  was  a  pro- 
phet, yet  llie  was  much  in  the  dark,  and  took  not  up 
all  that  was  intended  by  this  difcovery,  till  after  he  clear- 
ly difcovcred  himfelf;  and  then  the  former  lefTon  is 
clearly  taken  up  in  all  tlifc  parts  of  it.  Therefore  now, 
fays  Ihe,  H&  told  me  all  things  that  ever  I  did.  Some 
may  have  fuch  obfcure  and  cloudy  difcoveries  of  Chriil 
at  firft,  that  though  they  raife  a  high  eiteem  of  Chrift, 
yet  the  ioul  may  be  at  a  great  lofs  to  know,  what  the 
full  meaning  of  fuch  a  word  is  that  Chrifl  fpake  to  their 
foul,  till  after  they  get  a  brighter  difcovery  of  him  ; 
and  then  they  may  come  to  be  more  perfeftly  inftrudled 
in  the  fame  leffon,  wliich,  at  firll,  they  did  not  fo  well 
apprehend  :  and  in  tiiis  his  dealing  with  them,  may  be 
like  that,  John  xiii.  7.  '*  What  I  do,  thou  knowell  not 
now,  but  thou.ihalt  know  hereafter." 

3.  If  you  have  met  with  Chrill  in  this  manner,  then 
yolir  mind  is  fet  above  the  world,  and  you  have  left  it 
behind  you,  as  the  woman  here  left  her  water-pot  and 
ran  to  the  city.  O  Sirs,  when  Chrilt  appears  to  a  man, 
•he  thinks  no  more  of  the  world  than  a  potfherd;  he  counts 
all  but  lofs  and  dung  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge 
of  Chrill;  yea,  the  moll  valuable  things  In  the  world  are 
undervalued  when  Chrift  is  difcovered.  As  naturalifts 
tells  us,  the  loadllone  will  not  draw  in  the  prefence  of  the 
diamond;  neither  does  the  world  in  all  hs  glory  and  ga- 
lantry  draw  the  heartof  any  to  it  in  the  prefence  of  Chrift. 
The  reafon  of  this  is,  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  darkens 
all  the  liars  of  creature-enjoyments,  and  makes  them  dif- 
appcar  and  evanifli.    A  drink  out  of  the  fountain  of  living 
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waters  makes  all  worldly  comforts  to  be  nothing  but 
broken  ciftcrns  that  can  hold  no  water.  They  whofe 
hearts  Avere  never  weaned  from  the  world,  never  met 
with  Chrifr.  ■  Again, 

4.  If  you  have  met  with  Chrill,  then  your  hearts  will 
be  fet  upon  the  work  of  commending  him  to  others^  and 
particularly  to  your  neighbours  and  friends,  that  they 
may  become  acquaint  with  him  alfo.  ,  Thus  the  dif- 
covery  of  Chrill  vents  itfelf  in  the  woman  here,  Come  fee 
a  man  that  told  me  all  things  that  ever  I  did;-  Is  not  ibis- 
^  the  Ckrift?  A  manifeftation  of  Chrill  gives  men  fuch 
a  fill  of  the  fulnefs  of  God,  that  they  mull  have  a  vent: 
and  as,  in  every  faving  manifeftation,  there  is  fomething 
of  the  nature  of  Chrift  communicate,  who  loves  to 
communicate  of  his  fulnefs ;  fo  they  to  whom  Chriil 
difpenfes  of  his  grace  and  fulnefs,  love  to  communicate 
alfb  of  what  they  have:  not  that  the  faints  afe  to  make 
a  blaze  of  their  religion  to  every  one  they  meet  with^ 
or  to  caft  pearls  before  fwine  ;  but  the  love  of  Chrift 
dilcovered  to  them,  fills  them  with  fucli  ardent  love  to 
him,  as  obliges  them,  in  all  proper  ways,  to  trumpet 
forth  his  glory  and  honour.  They  fee  fuch  a  glory  in 
him,  that  they  think  all  fliould  wonder  at  him,  and  own 
him;  Is  not  this  the  Chrift  ?  They  reckon  none  fo 
obliged  to  free-grace  as  they,  and  therefore  they  think 
it  well  becomes  them  to  fpread  the  favour  of  his  name» 
They  know  alfo,  by  remembring  what  they  themfelves 
were  before  they  met  with  Chrill,  they  know  Vt^hat  a  fad 
Hate  they  are  into  who  want  acquaintance  v/ith  Chrift ; 
therefore,  both  out  of  love  and  regard  to  the  glury  and 
honour  of  Chrift,  and  out  cf  love,  pity,  and  compaftion 
to  the  perifhing  fouls  of  others,  they  delire  and  endea- 
vour to  commend  Chrift  to  them  h:th  by  their  words 
and  actions  ;  boih  by  their  talk  and  v/alk,  as  the  wo- 
man of  Samaria  did.  What  heart  then  and  difjx)fition 
have  you  got  to  commend  Chrift  to  your  neighbours 
and  friends,  to  your  children  and  fervants?  If  you 
have  no  heart  nor  difpofition  to  fuch  exercife  as  this, 
furelv  you  cannot  make  it  out  that  you  have  met  with 
Chrift. 
5.  If  you  have  nvel  \\\\}a  Ctviv'^,^  ^\^^\\^^^^^\:fc-^Q.Mx: 
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hearty  defire  not  only  to  commend  Chrifl:,  and  fjx^ak  of 
him  to  others,  making^  him  the  great  lubjecl  t)f  your 
convcrfation,  but  alio  to  have  tjiem  talle  wliat  you  have  * . 
tailed,  and  fee  what  you  have  icen,  without  relting 
merely  on  your  report ;  Come  fee  a  man  that  told  me  all 
things  that  ever  1  did :  Is  not  this  the  Cbrift?  Rell  not 
on  my  report,  might  Ihe  fay  ;  but,  O  come  and  fee 
hira! — My  friends,  fpiritual  converfe  ab<jut  Chrill,  is 
much  out. of  fafliion  in  our  degenerate  age;  yea,  to 
enter  on  fpiritual  difccuirfe  in  fome  companies,  would  be 
to  expofe  a  man  to  fcorn  and  ridicule  ;  a  fad  inllance 
of  eilrangement  from  Chrill  and  religion.  But  are  there 
not  fome  profelTors,  whofe  fpeech  of  Chrill,  and  of  the 
things  of  God,  betrays  them  and  bewrays  them  ;  for, 
cither  it  is  but  the  outfide  of  religion  they, talk  of;  for 
example,  How  well  fuch  a  man  preached,  and  how  long 

•  fuch  a  man  preached,  and  how  many  tables,  or  how 
anany  ftrangers  were  at  fuch  a  communion,  and  all  fuch 
little-worfh  quellions,  no  better  than  idlenefs ;  treating 
of  the  fnell  and  not  tiie  kernel  of  ordinances :  or,  if  they 
enter  upon  any  fubllantial  converfation,  either  they  foon 
weary  of  that,  or  give  evidence  of  fuch  a  felfifh  fpirit, 
as  befpeaks  an  inclination  to  commend  themfelves  rather 

.  than  to  commend  Chrill.  The  import  of  their  language 
is  rather.  Come  and  hear  me,  than.  Come  and  lee  Chrill. 
But,  O  Sirs,  a  meeting  with  Chrill  will  fill  the  foul  with 
a  defire  that  others  may  fhare  of  what  they  Ihare,  and 
fee  what  they  have  feen,  with  a  defire  to  take  the  moll 
cfledlual  method  that  may  be  for  drawing  them  to  Chri'll. 
Hence,  as  this  woman  fpealis  out  her  very  heart,  fo  flie 
attempts  to  draw  them  to  Chrill  with  the  very  fame  hook 
with  which  flie  was  drawn  alliore  herfelf :  He  told  me 
^11  things  that  ever  I  did :  Is  not  this  the  Chrfft  ? 
Therefore,  come  fee  him. 

6.  If  you  have  met  with  Chrifl,  and  converfed  with 
him,  you  will  think  long  for  another  meeting  with  him, 

.  another  fight  of  him ;  for  this  was  the  woman's  difpoii- 
tion  here;  Come  fee  the  man:  ihe  fpake  as  if  fiie  deitred 
to  l^  the  foremoll  in  returning  again  to  fee  him.  If  you 
think  you  have  got  enough  of  Chrifl,  it  is  a  fign  you 

1  1  3  \iSi;^;^ 
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have  got  nothing  of  him  favingly.  If  j'cu  have  g':t  a 
faving  fight  of  hini,  then  you  willdelire  more  and  more, 
nnd  ftill  more,  till  you  fee  him  face  to  face  in  Immanuel's 
land.  The  difpf)fition  of  thefe  that  have  attained  to  a 
li<]^ht  of  Ghriil,  and  apprehended  him  by  faith,  is  exam- 
pUfied  by  the  anoille  Paul,  Phil.  iii.  12,  13,  14.  It  i.; 
llrange,  as  if  they  had  attained  nothing,  apprehended 
nothing,  in  comparifon  of  what  they  afpired  after  2lvA 
would  be  at :  ''  Not  as  though  I  had  already  attained; 
but  I  follow  after,  if  that  I  may  appreliend  that  for  which 
I  am  apprehended  of  Chrill."  ^^(X  again,  '^  I  count  not 
niyfelf  to  have  apprehended;  but  this  one  thing  I  do,  for- 
getting thofe  things  that  are  behind,  and  reaching  forth  to 
thofe  things  that  are  before,  I  prefs  toward  the  mark,  for 
the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus.*^  It  is 
p  )ffiblc,  that  unfound  profefTors  may  fancy  they  have  at- 
tained much,  and  yet  have  attained  nothing;  and  railing 
on  their  attainments, they  reft  upon  nothing  but  a  fhadow. 
It  is  poflible  that  found  believers  may  judge  they  have 
attained  nothing,  tho*  yet  they  have  attained  much;  and 
hence  neglecting  their  attainments,  they  prefs  after  more 
and  more  o?<'hrilh  As  Paul  here,  '*  I  count  not  myfelf  to 
have  attained;  I  count  not  myfelf  to  have  apprehended." 
Wliat  count  you  of  your  attainments,  man,  when  the 
great  apofdc  Paul  counts  nothing  of  his,  though  he  was 
one  of  the  moft  clearly  enlightened,  and  highly  privi- 
leged men  in  the  world  ?  Happy  is  that  foul  who  has 
attained  the  knowledge  of  Chrill,  and  yet  is  as  far  from 
thinking  that  he  knows,  or  has  attained  as  much  as  may 
fuflice  him,  that  he  rather  counts  as  if  he  kaew  nothing, 
or  had  attained  nothing;  and  therefore  prefles  after 
more  of  Chrift.  O  for  the  other  fight  of  him  !  O  for 
the  other  meeting  with  him  !  O  for  another  commu- 
nion! an:)ther  blink  of  his  beauty  and  glance  of  his  glo- 
ry.  Thus  the  happy  woman  counts  not  herfclf  to  have 
feen  or  attained  enough  of  Chriil,  but  longs  for  another 
fight.  It  is  an  excellent  mark  of  a  meeting  with  Chrift, 
to  be  lon<?;ing  for  more  and  more  of  Chrift  here,  and 
for  full  vifion  of  him  in  the  higher  houfe,  and  to  be  in 
a  cafe  praOiicaWy  to  difcov^t  xVv\'s.  *\xv  ^tvexamplary  com- 
mcnddXxon  of  C\vr\^  to  o\.\vq.t^  %  nm\C^^  \x  vs.  t^a.  ^\\^  *^^ 
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matter  of  your  religious  talk,  fignifying  only-  Go  fee  him, 
but  the  import  of  your  examplary  walk;  Come  fee  a  man 
tbat  told  me  all  tb'nigs  that  ever  I  did:  Js  fiot  this 
the  Cbrift? 

Ufe  3.  Another  Ufe  fliould  be  by  way  cf  Exhortation. 
And  our  exhortation  Ihall  be  tendered,  i.  To  believers, 
who  have  got  a  difcovery  of  Chrilt.  2.  To  unbelievers, 
who  are  yet  ftrangers  to  him. 

i/>,  To  you,  believers,  who  have  got  a  faving  difco- 
very of  Chrift  working  thefe  efFedls  u[X)n  you,  leading 
you  to  condemn  and  debafe  yourfelves  to  the  lowefr, 
and  to  commend  and  exalt  Chrift  to  the  higheft.  O  lej 
me  exhort  you  to  a  walk  fuitable  to  fuch  a  meeting  with 
Chrifl";  that  is,  i*  To  a  humble  walk,  like  one  to  whom 
Chrift  hath  told  all  things  that  ever  you  did.  2.  To 
a  Jiioly  walk,  like  one  that  would  commend  and  exalt 
a  holy  Jefus,  laying.  Come  fee  a  7nan  that  hath  fo  and  fo 
fpoken  to. me  :   Is  not  this  the  Chrift  f 

[i.]  I  would  exhort  you*  to  a  humble  walk.  O  be- 
liever,  hath  he  given  you  a  figlit  of  yourfelf,  and  of 
your  own  vilenefs  and  bafenefs,  *'  Walk  humbly  with 
thy  God:"  and,  in  order  to  this,  ftill  keep  the  glafs 
before  your  eye,  wherein  he  hath  difcovered  you  to 
yourfelf.  There  are  feveral  glafles  wnerein  the  faints 
behold  themfelves,  which  makes  them  have  low  thoughts 
of  themfelves. 

1.  The  looking-glafs  of  the  law  of  God,  whicli  difco- 
vers  to  them  the  vilenefs  of  their  nature,  thoughts,  de- 
fires,  and  aljeclions:  When  the  law  comes,  fin  revives. 
The  law  is  a  light  by  which  all  things  are. reproved  and 
made  manifeft,  Eph.  v.  13.  Keep  this  glafs  before  your 
eye,  even  you  that  are  wholly  delivered  fi-ora  the  lav/ 
as  a  covenant  of  works,  yet  make  conftant  ufe  of  it  as 
a  light ;  both  a  light  to  your  head,  to  inform  and  con- 
vince you  of  your  fin  and  wickednefs ;  and  a  light  to 
your  feet,  to'  direft  you  in  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs. 

2.  There  is  the  glafs  of  a  renewed  underftanding  and 
a  reftified  judgment  that  the  faints  fee  their  vilenefs  in; 
when  they  have  an  impartial  rule,  and  eye-falve  with  it, 
tben  ihey  fee  themfelves  as  they  axe,  \l  ^  to^'^NoO^vw^^ 

1\4  ^^ 
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he  cannot  fee  liinifelf,  though  he  have  never  fo  clear  a 
ghxfs  before  him  ;  ''  I'ake  heed  that  the  light  that  is  in 
you  be  not  darknefs,"  Luke  xi.  35.  Wherever  fpiritual 
]ight  and  wifdom  is,  there  is  a  clear  %ht  people  have 
i:f  themlelves. 

3.  There  is  the  glal's  of  Confcience,  fprinkled  with  the 
blood  of  "Chriil;  this  every  true  believer  carries  about 
v/ith  him.  Whatever  the  underftanding  fees,  the  con- 
fciencc  comes  and  lays  it  at  his  door ;  and  the  coiifcience 
being  renewed  and  reconciled  to  God,  it  is  then  God's 
liicflenger  to  inform,  to  rouie,  to  arraign,  and  condemn. 
Ccnifcience  brings  in  all  our  unvvorthinefs  and  charges  us 
with  it ;  and  then,  what  bafe  and  low  thoughts  have  we 
of  ourfclves!  Oh!  I  deferve  to  be  in  hell,  fays  the  foul! 
I  deferve  no  mercy  at  the  hand  of  God ! 

4.  There  is,  the  giafs  of  Experience,  in  which  every 
faint  looks  on  himfelf,  and  beholds  he  is  vile.  Why, 
the  fad  experience  he  hath  of  a  treacherous  backlliding 
heart,  notwithftanding  of  all  the  love  of  God  and  Chriil 
manifclted  in  him;  the  fad  experience  of  the  law  of  the 
members,  warring  againft  the  law  of  the  mind,  and 
bringing  him  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  fm  and  death, 
and  making  him  cry  many  times,  ''O  wretched  man  that 
1  am  !  who  fhall  deliver  me  from  this  body  of  fm  and 
death?"  The  fad  experiences  of  many  inward  luflings, 
fightings,  and  reigning  corruptions,  and  delperate  de- 

^ partings  from  the  Lord.     Alas!  how  vile  does  the  faint 
fee  himfelf  in  this  glafs, 

5.  There  is  the  glafs  of  the  Holinefs  of  God,  the  glafs 
of  his  infinite  pure  Glory;  Rev.  iv.  8.  10.  ''  AVhen  they 
cried.  Holy,  holy,  holy  Lord  God  almighty,  which  v/as, 
and  is,  and  is  to  come;  then  the  twenty-four  elders  fell 
dovvii  before  the  throne."  What  made  Ifalah  to  cry  out 
of  hisuncleannefs,  but  a  view  of  this  holy  and  infinitely 
pure  glory  of  God.  It  was  a  view  of  the  glorious  holi- 
nefs of  ChrilV  that  made  John  the  Baptill  fay,  "  O!  I  am 
not  w^orthy  to  ftoop  down  and  unloofe  tlie  latchets  of  his 
flioes  ;"  and  j^et  he  hath  ChriiVs  teflimony,  tha't  there 
was  not  a  greater  prophet  than  he.  Oh !  how  vile  is  a 
man  in  his  own  eyes, when  he  looksto  himfelf  in  tliisglafs! 

6,  There  is  t\xe  g\afe  o^  \\i^  \»Qr\Q.  ^l  Q^^\i^  'ik\\i.  ^^  W 
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grace  and  mercy  in  Chrift  :  we  may  appeal  to  you  that 
have*  experience  of  it,  if  any  thing  in  the  world  hath  ^ 
greater  power  to  humble  the  foul,  and  lay  it  in  the  duft, 
than  this,  even  the  conllderation  of  the  infinite  love  of 
God;  ''  I  was  a  blafphemer,  and  a  perfecutor;  yet  I  ob- 
tained mercy."  O  fuch  a  monfter  of  fm  and  wickcdnefs 
as  I  am,  and  yet  I  have  obtained  mercy !  O  fuch  a  dog, 
fuch  a  devil,  and  yet  I  obtained  mercy!  O  Sirs,  when 
a  child  of  God  fees  the  grace  of  God  in  the  glafs  of  a 
manifeftation,  O  how  low  docs  he  fmk  in  his  own  ef- 
teem!  All  the  llorms  and  Wullei'ing  winds  will  not  melt 
a  rock  of  ice  ;  but  when  the  fun- beams  aril'e  upon  it, 
how  is  it  then  melted  and  thawed?  Thus  nothing  in  the 
world  melts  and  thav/s  the  hard  heart  fo  much,  as  the 
hope  and  fenie  of  divine  love.  When  a  child  of  God 
fees  the  grace  of  God  in  the  glafs  of  a  commendation,  as 
when  Chriil  fays  to  the  foul  a  word  like  that,  Song  iv.  7. 
^  Thou  art  all  fair,  my  love,  and  there  is  no  fpot  in  thee.' 
What !  O  what  is  this  that  a  God  is  faying  to  the  like 
of  me,  the  blackeft,  the  bafeil  of  all  finners!  O!  how 
low  does  felf  fink  before  the  love  and  grace  of  God! 

7.  There  is  the  glafs  of  the  Spirit  of  God  fhining  upon 
the  word  of  God,  into  the  underfianding  and  the  confci- 
ence,  and  giving  light  to  fee  into  thefe  other  glafles.  As 
he  is  the  Spirit  of  v/ifdcm  and  revelation  in  the  knowledge 
of  Chrift,  and  giving  the  knowledge  of  the  law  of  God, 
the  holinefs  of  God,  the  love  and  grace  of  God  in  Chrift; 
for  the  cleareft  eye,  and  the  cleareft  glat  both,  will  fliow 
nothing  without  light;  fo  it  is  the  Spirit  of  light  that  fets 
all  thefe  things  home  upon  the  foul,  and  makes  it  apply 
all  to  itfelf,  and  fo  it  becomes  yet  more  vile  in  its  own 
eyes.     I  fliall  add, 

8.  There  is  the  glafs  of  the  example  of  God,  of  God's 
humility,  his  ftupendous  humility  and  ccndefcenfion. 
God  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  humbling  tliem- 
felves  for  our  good. — See  how  God  the  Father  humbles 
himfelf,  Pfal.  cxiii.  5,6.  Wbd'is  like  unto  the  Lord  our 
Gody  who  dwelletb  on  high;  ^ho  humbleth  hiwfelf  to  be- 
hold the  things  that  are  in  heaven^  and  in  the  earth?  It  is 
a  ftep  of  great  condefcenfion,  that  he  fliould  apply  him- 
k\S  xa  his  providence  to  our  \w^tvU  ^xvi  ti^<;,«^\^^\  ^^^ 
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efpecially,  tliat  he  fliould  concern  himfelf  \o  far  with  fin- 
ners,  as  to  fend  the  Son  of  his  loVe  out  of  his  bofom  to 
redeelii  them. — See  how  God  the  Son  humbled  himfelf 
when  he  llept  out  of  his  Father's  bofom,  out  of  the  ivory- 
palaces,  where  he  was  made  glad  from  eternity;  yea,  tho' 
he  was  in  the  form  of  God,  and  thought  it  no  robbery  to 
to  be  equal  with  God,  yet  he  humbled  himfelf,  and  be- 
came obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs. 
The  glafs  of  his  fuffering  and  humiliation,  wherein  he 
llept  as  far  down  as  hell  to  quench  the  flames  of  infinite 
wrath,  is  a  glafs,  indeed,  wherein  we  may  fee  fin  to  be 
infinitely  evil,  and  ourfelves  to  be  inefiably  vile. — See 
alfo  how  the  Holy  Ghoft  humbles  himfelf.;  what  a  vaft 
condefcenfion  is  it  for  God  the  Holy  Ghoft,  to  undertake 
to  teach  fuch  indoclble  creatures  as  we,  to  wafii  fuch 
lepers  as  we,  to  purge  fuch  polluted  fouls,  and  to  dwell 
in  our  hearts  and  .bofoms,  fo  full  of  unfavoury  ftems  of 
hell? — Hath  a  Gpd,  Father,  Son,'  and  Holy  Ghoft,  given 
us  fuch  examples  of  humility,  and  ftiall  not  this  move  us 
to  ilep  a  little  down  the  hill  ?  O  proud  fmner,  does  God 
humble  himfelf  in  your  fight,  and  will  not  you  humble 
yourfelf  before  him?  Can  a  man  look  into  the  glafs  of 
God's  humility,  and  yet  be  proud  ? 

O  believers,  keep  thefe  glafles  in  your  eye,  and  walk 
humbly  before  him,  who  hath  fet  the  glafs  before  you, 
wherein  you  have  feen  your  vileriefs,  aiid  hath  told  you 
all  things  that  ever  you  did.  O maintain  a  deep  and  hum- 
ble fenfe  of  your  own  vilenefs  and  bafenefs  ;  and  the  ra- 
ther, that  fuch  a  fountain  of  fin  and  wickednefs  remains 
yet  within  you,  as  endangers  you  of  doing  all  the  fame 
evils  again  that  ever  you  did,  even  after  he  hath  toVd^you 
all  things  that  ever  you  did.  The  body  of  fin  and  death 
that  remains  in  you,  will  incline  you  to  fins  of  all  forts 
and  fizes:  furely,  then,  you  cannot  walk  too  humbly 
and  circumfpedtly.  I  know  no  extreme  of  felf-abafement 
you  can  run  into,  but  will  deferve  the  name  of  pride, 
rather  than  humility. — It  will  be  pride,  and  not  humiU- 
ty,  in  you  to  deny  any  thing  that  God  hath  done  for  you 
in  the  way  of  grace,  becaufe  you  are  fo  vile  in  yourfelf; 
that  fmelis  as  if  you  ^^Te\*e  \\o\.  >^\^'a.fed  that  God  fliould 
get  alt  the  glory  ^  bul  \uc\m^  ^"^iV  i^'vx  ^^-viA  \ss^i^  V^^ 
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fome  cf  it.  O  proud  blafphemer,  come  down  from  you^^ 
altitude,  and  be  content  frankly  to  own  and  acknow- 
ledge that  grace  hath  d<«ne  much  even  for  you. — Again> 
It  w{i\\  be  pride,  arid  not  humility,  for  you  to  deny  and 
refufeto  take  Chi  ill  by  the  Ifand,  when  you  are  down  in 
the  duft;  or  to  take  what  help  he  offers  you,  even  when 
you  are  lying  in  tlic  mire.  It  was  Peter's  pride  to  fay, 
Lord<i  thou  Jl)ah  never  Kijafo  my  feet ;  and  yet  no  dolibt 
he  took  it  foi*  humility. — Again,  it  is  pride,  and  not  hu- 
mility to  refufe  the  conf 'lations  of  the  Spirit,  becaufe  you 
nre  ccnfcious  of  your  own  vilencfs  and  abomination : 
do  not  lay  upon  yourfelf  a  load  of  felf  cenfuring,  more 
than  God  himfelfd:;es;  I  faid  In  my  hajte^  fays  David, 
/  am  caft  off  from  before  thine  eyes^  Plal.  xxxi.  22.  Da- 
vid was  in  halle  when  he  faid  it,  anJfo  may  you  fay. 
Will  God  allow  any  favour  or  comfort  to  fuch  as  I  am  ? 
It  is  pride  and  arrogancy  to  meafure  God  by  your 
thoughts,  and  to  limit  his  mercy. — Again,  it  is  pride, 
and  not  humility,  for  you  to  deny  him  the  praile  and 
commendation  due  to  hira  from  you,  left  yru  be  not  a 
fit  hand  for  doing  it.  Why,  fays  one,  I  think  I  would 
defire  to  commend  Chrift  to  others,  and  fpeak  to  hisi 
praife,  but  I  am  afraid  I  prove  a  hypocrite,  and  prove  a 
icandal  to  religion.  Why,  man,  woman,  whatever 
come  of  you,  let  not  Chrift  want  his  due,  and  it  fhall 
not  fare  the  worfe  with  you  ;  therefore,  Walk  humbly 
with  thy  God;  or,  as  the  word  may  be  read.  Humble 
thyfelf  to  wali  ^itb  thy  God,  ^  It  is  beft  humility  to  be 
found  in  the  way  of  duty  ;  and  it  is  pride  to  withdraw 
from  it,  upon  any  confideration  of  felf-unworthincfs. 

[2.]  I  would  exhort  you  to  a  holy  walk,  and  thereby 
to  commend  and  exalt  Chrift,  as  the  woman  of  Sama- 
ria here  did,  faying,  both  with  your  lip  and  life,  Come 
fee  a  man  that  told  me  all  things  that  ever  I  did;  Is  not  this 
the  Chrift?  Where  Ihe  both  takes  Ihame  to  herfelf,  and 
gives  glory  to  God  in  Chrift  :  and  as  our  chief  happi- 
riefs  lies  in  the  enjoyment  of  Cod,  and  our  holinefs  lies 
in  glorifying  him,  which  is  our  chief  end  ;  fo  the  way 
to  glorify  him,  is  to  commend  and  exalt  Chrift  with  our 
hearts,  lips,  and  lives.  The  text  leads  me  to  direft  you 
partic'dlarly  to  this  part  of  hoWuds^  v^^.tcv!^^  ^X'^  ^-cs^kc^^x^^ 
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him  to  all  that  you  have  opportunity  to  converfe  with, 
and  to  converfe  with  before  the  world-  Hath  he  met 
with  you,  as  lie  did  with  this  woman?  O  then  commend 
him,  and  preach  forth  his  excellency.  Here  is  a  way 
how  every  private  Chrillianmay  be  a  preacher  of  Chrilt. 
This  belongs  not  to  minifters  only,  but  even  you  v/ho 
are  followers  of  Chriil,  among  the  female  fex,  that  can- 
not regularly  be  preachers  of  Ghrift  in  a  minifterial  way; 
yet,  O  poor  woman,  it  is  comfortable  that  you  may  be 
a  fuccefsful  teacher  and  preacher  of  Chriil  in  a  Chriilian 
charitative  way,  by. your  fpiritual  communion  and  cm- 
verfation.  O  woman,  commend  Chriil  to  your  hulband; 
O  man,  commend  Chrift  tg  your  wife.  O  parents  and 
mailers,  *  commend  him  to  your  children  and  fervants. 
O  believer,  commend  Chrift  to  your  neighbours  and 
friends,  and  all  that  you  have  regular  accefs  to. 

1.  Commend  him  humbly  as  this  woman  did;  He  told 
me  all  things  that  ever  I  did:  Ihe  kept  her  eye  upon  her- 
own  bafenefs,  and  vilenefs,  and  unworthinefs,  which  he 
had  difcovered  to  her.  Saints  have  a  double  eye,  v\z. 
a  carnal  eye,  and  a  fpiritual  eye;  or  the  eye  of  fenfe,  and 
the  eye  of  faith.  When  they  look  upon  themfelves  with 
the  carnal  eye  of  fenfe,  then  they  forget  all  that  ever 
they  did,  and  what  Chriil  told  ::hern  and  convinced  them 
of,  and  are  apt  to  gaze  upon  their  own  parts  and  gifts; 
and  then  felf  creeps  in  and  fpoils  their  pleafant  exercile. 
But  when  they  look  upon  themfelves  with  the  fpiritual 
eye  of  faith,  then  they  loath  themfelves,  and  commend 
Chrift  to  purpofc,  and  fet  him  up  to  the  higheft,  when 
felf  is  finking  to  the  lovveft  in  remembrance  of  all  that 
ever  they  did,  as  he  told  them. 

2.  Commend  him  highly  alfo,  as  this  woman  did  com- 
mend him  as  the  great  God,  the  fearcher  of  hearts,  the 
glorious  Jlhovah  ;  when  Arians  and  Athellts  at  this 
day  are  pulling  him  down  from  his  throne,  if  it  were 
poifible.  O  fet  you  hirn  up,  and  commend  him  from 
your  own  experience,  ^i  the  God-man  that  told  you  all 
things  that  ever  you  did.  Commend  him  in  his  offices, 
faying.  Is  not  this  the  Cbrijt?  the  fealed  and  confccrated 
of  tlie  Father,  to  b«i  the  Pro^het^  Prieft,  and  King  of 

ZiOXil       Is  not  this   ^EUO^^^-'t^\Ti>fr.^^^5^  Th^    'L^itd   ti>vx 
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rigbteoufnefsf  Is  not  this  Jeuovah-rophi,  The  Lord  out 
pbyfician?  Is  not  this  Jehovah  shamwa,  the  Immanuel, 
God  Hxitb  us?  Is  not  this  the  prcmifed  Messias,  in  whom 
all  the  prcmifes  of  Grod  are  Yea  and  Ameii?  Is  not  thi* 
the  only  Saviour,  in  whom  all  cur  falvation  lies,  being 
made  of  God  to  us  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fanftification, 
and  redemption?  O  there  is  more  to  fay  to  his  ccnimen- 
dation,  than  the  tongues  of  angels  can  trumpet  forth  to 
eternity.     Again, 

3.  Commend  him  zealoufly  as  this  woman  did.  Come 
and  fee  him;  it  is  not,  Come  and  hear  what  I  have  to  fay 
of  him ;  but,  Come  fee  himfelf.  Let  thefe  whom  you 
commend  him  to,  underftand,  that  what  you  would  b^ 
at,  is,  that  they  Ihould  never  reft  till  they  fee,  and  taile» 
and  handle  thi3  word  of  life  ;  and  know,  to  their  experi- 
ence, what  you  know!     And  thus  alfo, 

4.  Commend  him  feelingly  as  this  woman  did,  Come 
fee  n  man  that  told  me  all  things  that   ever  I  did*     You 

Ihould  let  ftrangers  to  Chrift  know,  that  what  you  fpeak 
of  Chrift,  you  have  felt  and  experienced.  If  you  know 
the  terrors  of  the  Lord,  you  will  perfuadp  men,  with  an 
aking  heart,  and  with  holy  fear  and  trembling  ;  and  if 
you  know  the  confolations  of  God,  you  will  fpeak  of 
them  with  holy  triumph,  and  as  if  your  heart  were  leap- 
ing within  you.  Experience  is  the  mother  of  affefti- 
on  ;  commend  him  feelingly  and  afFeftionately.  And 
yet, 

5.  Commend  him  catitioufly,  as  you  alfo  find  this  wo- 
man did.  I  think  it  is  alfo  remarkable,  in  this  Ihort 
account  that  Ihe  gives  of  her  converfe  with  Chrift,  that 
Ihe  hid,  in  her  own  bofom,  that  fpecial  part  of  Chrift's 
difcourfij  to  her  that  made  moft  for  her  own  confolation, 
particularly,  that  glorious  word,  wherein  he  clearly  ma- 
nifefted  himfelf  to  her,  faying,  /  that  fpeak  unto  thee^ 
am  he.  No,  flie  relates  nothing  of  this  ;  but  tells  them 
of  that  part  of  the  conference,  which  made  moft  to  her 
Ihame,  as  well  as  to  his  honour :  He  tvldme  all  things  that 
ever  1  did.  As  if  flie  was  content,  that  Chrift  fliould  be 
exalted  on  the  ruins  of  her  reputation  ;  to  let  her  name 
be  dcbafed,  that  his  name  might  be  exalted.  Indeed^ 
it  tends  moft  to  her  praife,  ihtA.  ftv^  CQTa^rcie.\v^^  OktSs.- 
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to  them  in  that  particular  that  made  raoft  to  her  fliame; 
and  ihe  tells  them  no  more  of  what  he  faid.  Here  is 
wifdom  and  caution :  and,  indeed,  there  are  fome  pre- 
cious things  that  Chrill  fpeaks  to  his  peeple  when  they 
are  alone,  that  is  not  fit  to  be  blazed  abroad  to  every 
one,  efpecially  to  thefe  that  are  yet  llrangers  to  Chrill ; 
but,  in  commending  Chrift  to  them,  it  is  fafeft  to  treat 
of  thefe  particulars  that  make  moft  for  the  debafing  of 
ourfelves,  and  for  the  exalting  of  Chrift. 

6.  And  Laftly,  O  commend  him  pradically,  as  you 
fee  this  woman  did,  while  fhe  fays  not,  Go  fee ;  but, 
Come  fee  a  man  that  told  me  all  things  that  ever . I  did, 
O  believer,  after  a  communion,  if  you  have  met  witli 
Chrift,  either  now,  or  formerly,  commend  him,  not 
only  verbally,  with  your  mouth  ;  but  practically,  with 
your  life,  faying,  in  eifeft,  Come  fee  him.  The  life  of 
commendation,  is  the  commendation  of  the  life  ;  not  of 
the  lip,  that  fays.  Go  fee ;  but  of  the  life,  that  fays, 
Come  fee  :  your  Go  fee  will  not  convince  any  that  you 
are  in  earneft  ;  but  a  Come  fee  may  make  them  follow 
your  example.  When  you  fay.  Go,  and  pray;  go, 
and  praife;  go,  and  Vv^orfhip;  go,  and  do  this  and  that 
excellent  fervice  ;  they  only  hear  you  :  but  when  you 
go  before  them,  and  fay,  Come,  and  praife  ;  come,  and 
worihip;  come,  and  let  us  feek  after  Chrift,  then  they 
both  hear  and  fee  you;  and  are  the  more  apt  to  come 
and  fee  with  you. 

O  believer,  give  evidence  that  you  have  met  with 
Chrift,  by  living  to  him  as  your  end,  and  on  him  as 
your  all;  he  died  that  you  fhould  not  live  to  yourfelf,  but 
to  him:  and  now  he  lives,  that  you  may  live  upon  him: 
Becatife  I  live^  fays  he,  ye  Jhall  live  alfo.  O  Sirs,  let  it 
be  feen  that  you  are  three  ftory  high;  and  that  there  is 
a  new  addition  made  to  your  fpiritual  ftature,  by  the 
light  of  a  new  difcovery  of  Chrift.  The  light  of  reafin 
may  make  people  good  moral  men  ;  the  light  of  gifts, 
good  fcholars  ;  but  the  light  of  grace  and  experience, 
good  and  holy  Chriftians.  O  believer,  beware  of  fuch 
a  praftice  and  converfation,  as  will  give  occafion  to  the 
world  to  fay.  Take  up  your  communicants ;  they  can  tip- 
ple and  drink,  twcar  ati^  5i.e\»'a^3.d\^'^'^NK^'^^xk^vc  tiei^h- 
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bours.  Oh!  will  you  give  occafion  to  Chrift  to  fajr» 
*'  He  that  fat  at  table  with  me,  and  ate  of  my  bread, 
hath  lift  up  his  heel  againft  me?  Thefe  are  the  wounds 
that  I  have  got  in  the  houfe  of  my  friends?"  O  fee  that 
your  converfation  be  a  practical  faying,  Come  and  fee  tte 
man  that  bath  told  me  all  things  that  ever  I  did;  Is  not 
this  the  Chrift?  And  let  the  leading  part  of  your  prac- 
tice ly  in  this,  a  going  again  to  fee  Ghrill,  and  attending 
and  depending  upon  him,  in  all  the  duties  of  religion,  in 
order  to  your  getting  more  and  more  acquaintance  with 
him.  For,  as  it  is  a  laving  difcovery  of  Chrift  that  works 
this  felf-debafmg,  Chrift-exalting  elFeft;  fo  the  more  of 
this  you  get,  it  will  fit  you  ftill  the  more  for  commend- 
ing of  him  humbly  and  praftically. 

Let  your  walk  tlien  appgar  to*be  a  gofpel-walk,  a 
walking  in  Chrift,  and  a  going  ftill  again  and  again  to 
feek  him  and  fee  him,  that  you  may  be  the  more  like 
unto  him;  and  that  beholding  as  in  a  glafs  his  glory,  you 
may  be  changed  into  the  fame  image  from  glory  to  glory. 
It  is  but  a  dunghil  on  which  the  fun  fliines,  and  yet  re- 
fledls  no  beams ;  but  the  fun  ftiining  on  a  ball  of  filver, 
or  upon  a  bright  glafs,  or  a  ftill  water,  it  will  make  ano- 
ther fun  by  reflefting  the  beams  of  it.  Thus  the  bro- 
ken beams  of  the  glory  of  God,  fliining  on  JVEofes  in  the 
mount,  made  him  come  down  full  of  glory.  And,  O 
Sirs,  the  more  of  the  glory  of  Chrift  you  fee,  the  more 
of  the  glory  of  God'3  holinefs  will  appear  about  you, 
and  the  more  of  heaven;  of  which  it  is  faid,  they  ftiall 
be  like  him,  for  they  fliall  fee  him  as  he  is.  The  more 
frequently  you  return  to  f^e  Chrift,  the  more  fit  will  you 
be  for  refilling  the  fnares  and  temptations  you  meet 
with  ;  for  your  heart  is  a  magazine  of  hell  where  cor- 
ruption  lies,  like  a  barrel  of  gun-powder,  ready  to  take 
fire  with  the  leaft  fpark  of  a  temptation,  and  to  blow 
you  up  in  the  flames;  but  the  more  you  come  to  fee  and 
converfe  with  Chrift,  the  more  y.  u  will  get  of  the  living 
w^ater,  which  Chrift  ,;ave  to  this  woman  ;  The  Spirit  as 
a  *iuell  of  fn^ater^  fp^^^l^^^^g  ^^p  -o  everlafdng  life  :  and  if 
you  can  get  that  barrel  cf  poAvder  funk  into  the  bot- 
tom of  this  well,  or  the  flood  of  the  Spirit  to  drown 
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and  overflow  it,  will  you  not  then  be  more  proof  againft 
all  the  fparks  of  hell,  and  fiery  darts  of  thq  devil?  O  be- 
liever, is  not  the  Spirit  promifed  as  floods  upon  the  dry 
ground,  to  drench  the  dry  pjwder?  And  does  ti^t  your 
profeffion  oblige  you  to  this  attendance  and  dependence 
upon  Chrift  for  more  and  more  of  the  Spirit?  For  what 
mean  you  when  you  fay,  Is  nr)t  this  the  Chrift?  Do  you 
not  mean,  Is  not  this  the  Anointed  of  God ;  anointed 
with  the  Spirit,  to  give  the  Spirit?  Therefore,  let  youf 
conftant  recourfe  be  to  him  on  this  errand,  taking  as 
many  along  with  you  as  you  can,  by  the  influence  of 
your  advice  atid  example,  faying,  Come  fee  n  man  that 
told  me  all  things  that  ever  I  did:  Is  not  this  the  Chrift? 
zdly^  I  would  clofe  with  a  word  to  thefe  that  are  yet 
ftrangers  to  Chrift,  that  never  met  with  him,  nor  got 
fuch  a  difcovery  of  him  as  leads  to  this  felf-abafmg  and 
Chrift-exalting  exercife.  And  may  I  be  allowed  by  you, 
O  you  that  are  believers  in  Chrift  in  this  houfe,  to  per* 
fonate  you  in  a  few  words,  and  fpeak  to  thefe  that  are 
ftrangers  to  Chrift  in  your  name.  O  Chriftlefs  finner, 
Come  fee  a  man  that  hath  told  its  all  things  that  ever  we  did; 
Is  not  this  the  Chrift?  The  hearts  of  all  that  are  acquaint 
with  Chrift,  join  with  me  in  faying  to  you,  Come  fee 
him,  come  fee  him:  That  K\)hich  H»e  have  heard  and  feen^ 
declare  we  unto  yoti^  that  you  may  have  fellosjojhip  <ivitb  usy 
in  our  felloivjlnp  ivith  the  Father  and  the  Son^  by  the  Spi- 
rit, There  are  f^me  here  that  can  fay,  we  have  heard 
his  voice,  telling  us  all  things  that  ever  we  did;  and  we 
have  feen  his  glory  as  the  glory  of  the  onlybegotten  of  the 
Father,  full  of  grace  and  truth ;  and.  Is  not  this  the 
Chrift  ? — Come  fee  a  man  that  hath  opened  our  eyes,  and 
fometimes  difpelled  all  our  clouds  and  darknefs  ;  //  not 
this  the  Chrift?  anointed  to  be  a  Prophet  to  teach  anci 
inftruft  the  like  of  you.— Come  fee  a  man  that  hath  par- 
doned all  our  fins,  and  waftied  us  in  his  blood ;  Is  not 
this  the  Chrift  ?  anointed  to  be  a  Prieft  to  juftify  guilty 
fmners  like  you. — Come  fee  a  man  that  hath  fubdited  all 
our  iniquities,  and  fometimes  given  a  dalli  to  the  power 
of  fm  and  Satan  in  us;  Is  not  this  the  Chrift?  anointed 
to  be  a  King  to  ranfoni  (laves  of  the  devil  like  you. — O 
eoine  fee  a  man>  o£  vdvom  \n^  ^^.xv  l^\^^^>c^^^  ^^^^  l\e 
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hath  healed  all  our  difeafes;  //  not  this  the  Cbrip?  a- 
nointed  to  be  a  Phyfician  for  healing  fuch  dcfperate  dif- 
eafes as  yours  are. — Come  fee  a  man  that  hath  convim  td 
us  of  all  our  fins  and  vilenefs  of  heart  and  way,  and  drawn 
out  our  hearts  to  him  as  the  God-man ;   Is  not  this  iif 

Cbrift ;   Immanull,   God  ^itb   us? You    need    ij(  t 

fay,  where  fhall  we  fee  him  ?  you  have  neither  a  jour- 
ney to  go  down  to  hell,  nor  up  tt)  heaven  ;  The  ivcrd  is 
nigb :  and  in  the  glal's  of  this  word  he  is  to  be  feen. 
All  the  believers  here  can  fay,  we  never  faw  him  any 
whfere  but  in  this  word  of  the  gofpel,  and  in  thefe  pub- 
lie  and  private  ordinances  ;  and  there  he  lies  as  open  to 
your  vievy  as  to  ours.  The  word  is  the  immediate  cb* 
je6l  of  our  faith,  wherein  wc  fee  him  ;  and  when  we 
hear  him  fpeaking  to  us  in  his  word,  and  hear  with  fpi- 
ritual  underftanding,  tlien  we  fee  him.  To  hear  and 
know  his  voice,  is  all  one  witli  feeing  him ;  it  is  in  his 
word,  that  we  hear  him  telling  how  polluted  and  filthy  we 
are,  and  thus  all  that  ever  we  did;  and  hear  him  telling 
how  fair  and  lovely  he  is,  and  thus  Ihewing  us  that  he 
is  the  Chrift:  fo  that  we  fee  him  in  what  he  tells 
us  in  his  word;  and  as  we  have  feen  him  there,  fo  you 
may  fee  him  here ;  you  have  iht  fame  glafs,  the  fame 
Bible,  the  fame  word,  the  fame  promife,  the  fame  gof- 
pel-mirror  to  fee  him  into,  that  ever  any  faint  on  earth 
faw  him  in,  fmce  he  afcended  to  heaven:  "  The  word  is 
nigh,  even  in  thy  heart,  and  in  thy  mouth."  O  then, 
reft  not  on  our  report  of  him  only  ;  for,  what  he  hath 
told  us  concerning  ourfelves,  and  concerning  himfelf, 
will  not  profit  you,  if  you  do  not  come  and  fee  that  our 
report  is  true.  Come  and  fee  him  yourfelf,  by  believing 
and  taking  it  on  his  own  word,  that  he  is  the  Chrift, 
anointed  for  your  behoof. 

But  what  is  this  I. am  doing,  fpeaking  to  you  only  in 
the  name  of  believers?  Here,  (however  bafe  a  worm 
I  am)  my  office  warrants  me  to  fpeak  to  you  in  a  great- 
er name  than  theirs  or  ours  ;  yea,  in  his  name,  the 
latchet  of  whofe  ftioes  we  are  not  worthy  to  unldofe:  In 
his  name,  then,  who  is  the  glorious  Jehovah,  the  God- 
man,  that  can  tell  you  all  things  that  ever  you  did,  and 
thereby  give  you  convincing  ev\dti\Q»^  ^"^  V^  "^-^  "^^ 
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Chrift,  I  call  you  to  come  and  fee  him.  He  can  tell  yoil 
fjrae  things  about  you,  O  fmner,  that  the  world  does 
not  know,  and  cannot  tell  you.  And  may  I  prefume  in 
his  name,  to  tell  you  fomething,  perhaps,  yet  a  fecret, 
which  if  he  would  blefs,  you  might  therein  hear  him^^ 
telling  you  all  things  that  ever  you  did.  Let  me  allude 
to  what  pall  between  Chrill  and  this  woman  in  the  con- 
text, upon  their  firft  meeting ;  and,  perhaps,  there  is 
more  than  an  allulion  in  it. 

Chriil  hath  been  at  this  occafion,  offering  you  the 
living  water;  and  if  you  be  faying  with  this  woman, 
whether  in  jell  or  earncft,  Sir^  give  jne  this  ^ater  that  I  . 
tblrft  not ;  Chriil  is  in  effect,  faying.  Go  call  your  buf^ 
band  and  come  hither ;  bring  v/hatever  hufband  you  are 
in  league  with,  that  fo  your  league  and  covenant  v/ita 
death,  and  your  marriage  with  hell  may  be  difannuUed. 
If  you  be  faying  with  this  woman,  /  have  no  bujband;  . 
why,  then  you  may  hear  Chrift  faying,  in  effefil  to  you,  j 
Thou  baft  ^ell  Jaidy  I  have  no  bujland;  for  as  long  as 
you  are  not  married  to  Chriil  you  have  no  head,  no 
huiband,  that  can  do  you  any  fervice.  But,  Behold, 
jou  have  had  five  hujhands;  you  have  had  many  hulbands, 
ami  whom  you  are  now  married  to  is  not  your  huiband, 
vour  true  and  lawful  huiband.  O  harlot  fmner,  you 
h:ive  been  married  unto  many  a  black  hufband  all  your 
dr.ys  ;  you  have  been  married  to  the  law,  the  firll  Imf- 
band  ;  married  to  your  own  righteoufnefs  and  feif-con- 
ccit ;  you  have  been  married  to  the  world  ;  married  to 
your  kills  ;  yea,  and  married  to  the  devil  ;  your  heart 
hatii  been  joined  to  idols:  and  now,  by  this,  he  is  tell- 
ing you  all  that  ever  you  did.  He  is  telling  you  what 
you  'have  been,  and  what  you  have  done.  Have  you 
been  a  common  ilrumpet,  a  common  whoremonger,  a 
common  drunkard,  a  Ci^mmon  fwearer,  a  ct^iimon  Sab- 
bath-breaker, a  neglecter  of  prayer  in  fecret,  and  ift 
your  family  I  Yea,  yuu  have  been  a  hypocrite,  an  a- 
thelfr,  a  blafpheraer,  a  perfccutor,  a  murderer,  an  in- 
jurious perfon,  unjuil,  unfaithful  to  God  and  man,  un- 
merciful, unbelieving,  impenitent.  He  is  telling  you 
your  fecret  faults^  noX.  owl^  \MVv;vt  you  did  in  fuch  a  corn- 
pan  y,  but  what  w^^  vVvaX  ^'^n^  c^:\\v?Ll\^0cl^.^5f{\N'>LV^^;^^^ 
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When  thou  Hi)  aft  under  the  jig-tree  Ifa^  tbee^  faysChrift, 
to  Nathanael,  in  another  cafe  ;  io  fays  Chf ill  to  you, 
when  thou  waft  under  the  dark  Ihade,  hiding  thyfelf 
from  the  eyes  of  men,  ray  eye  was  upon  tliee  ;  under 
the  cloud  of  night  I  favy^  thee:  and,  Can  any  bide  bimfelf 
inficret  places  that  I  cannot  fee?  do  not  I  Jill  heaven  and 
earth,  fays  the  Lord?  Yea,  I  fay,  all  that  ever>you 
thojight^  or  did,  or  defigned  to  do ;  and  I  faw  into  tliy 
heart  and  wicked  nature  from  whence  thy  atheiftical 
praftices  did  fpring.  And  now,  if  by  his  word  he  be 
telling  you  all  tilings  that  ever  you  did,  then  what  do 
you  fay  to  this  queftion,  //  not  this  the  Chrift?  Is  he 
at  ona^  glance  giving  you  a  view  of  all  your  lewdnefs, 
all  your  bafenefs,  all  your  vilenefs?  Then  do  you  per- 
ceive that  he  is  a  Prophet,  when  he  tells  you  how  many 
falfe  hufbands  you  have  had?  O!  //  not  this  the  Chrift? 
Is  not  this  the  only  true  Hulband  with  whom  your  foul 
fliould  match?  Is  he  the  man  that  hath  told  you  all 
things  that  ever  you  did  ?  O  then,  Wijl  you  go  viltb 
this  man?  Will  you  marry  the  man,  the  God-man,  the 
Chrift  of  God  ?  He  is  content,  even  after  all  your 
whoredoms  to  receive  you  for  a  bribe,  even  after  you 
have  been  adulteroufly  matched  with  the  devil  and  your 
lulls  ;  will  you  match  with  this  man,  and  quit  with  all 
your  bafe  huft)ands  that  have  been  haleing  and  dragging 
you  to  hell,  and  fay,  What  have  I  to  do  any  more  "ivitb 
idols  ?  Oh  !  my  five  hiift)ands  have  ruined  me  ;  my 
falfe  unhappy  matches  can  give  me  no  comfort,  either 
in  death  or  through  eternity,  but  rather  contribute  to 
my  eternal  condemnation.  But  here  is  a  glorious  v/on- 
derful  match  in  my  offer,  a  man  that  hath  told  me  all 
thinp^s  that  ever  I  did :  Is  not  this  the  Chrift^  that  is  a- 
nointed  to  fave  me  from  the  guilt  of  all  that  ever  I  did, 
and  to  fave  rae  from  fin  and  wrath.  O  then,  is  it  a 
match  ?  is  it  a  bargain  ?  Why,  fay  you,  Who  is  he 
that  I  may  match  with  him  ?  Where  is  thi^  Chrift  ? 
Behold,  man,  woman,  he  is  faying  to  you  in  this  word, 
/  that f peak  unto  thee^  am  he;  \\\o%  it  be  by  a  poor  finful 
nieflenger  th;it  I  am  fpeaking  to  you,  fayi  Chrift,  yet>^ 
/  that  f peak  ^Hfoy^bu^  afnhe.  And  now,  O  hatu  he  dff-'**' 
covered  hfm/cif  to  you  \n  thvs  v^oti^,   ^Xk^  $^K'^;^^^  ^^^ 
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your  heart  to  the  match  ?  Then  think  not  ftrange  that 
you  meet  with  fome  interruption  in  his  converfe  with 
you;  but  go  yoni^  w^j  and  leave  your  water-pot  behind 
you;  and  give  up  not  only  with  your  unlawful  hufbands, 
but  even  with  your  lawful  works  and  endeavours  in 
point  of  truft  and  qonfidence  :  for  your  own  black  righ- 
teoufnefs,  and  doings  of  yours,  will  never  draw  a  drop  of 
living  water  to,  you;  but  let  your  heart  fay,  ''  In  ^the 
Lord  only  have  1  righteoufnefs  and  ftrengtb;  I  will  go  in 
the  ftrength  of  the  Lord  God,  and  make  mention  of  thy 
righteoufnefs,  even  of  thine  only.''  O  may  it  be  heard 
tell  of  you  in  the  city  of  Dunfermline,  as  it  was  heard 
of  this  woman  in  the  city  of  Samaria,  that  you  have  met 
with  Chrift;  that  by  your  words  and  walk  henceforth  you 
arc  determined  to  fay,  Come  fee  a  man  that  told  me  all 
tbingi  that  ever  I  did:  Is  not  this  the  Cbrift? 


END  OF  VOLUME  THIRD- 
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